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Welcome
Meeting called to order at 2:00 pm by Commissioner Koons.

Approval of May 21, 2008 Minutes

Motion made to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2008, meeting. Motion made by Senator

Phil Lewis and seconded by Judith Aigen. Motion carried.

Approval of June 18, 2008 Minutes

Motion made to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2008, meeting. Motion made by Senator

Phil Lewis and seconded by Captain Jeff Lindskoog. Motion carried.



Resignation of David Zechman as Hospital Executive Representative
Motion made to accept the resignation of David Zechman as Hospital Executive Representative.
Motion made by Senator Phil Lewis and seconded by Judge Perez. Motion carried.

Nomination of Don Chester as Hospital Executive Representative
Motion made to accept the nomination of Don Chester as Hospital Executive Representative.
Motion made by Senator Phil Lewis and seconded by Leo Abdella. Motion carried.

Report on the Criminal Justic, Mental Health and Substance Abuse Strategic Planning
Project by Jenise Gibson, Palm Beach County Criminal Justice Commission.

A presentation was provided to all attendees. Commissioner Koons disclosed that he is the
Chair of the Council. Commissioner Koons discussed the similarities between the Homeless
Advisory Board and the Planning Council. Jenise Gibson discussed the history of the creation
of the Council in June 2007. She stated that the Council was put together by the Board of
County Commissioners to reduce the number of individuals with substance abuse disorders
and mental health illnesses in local jails and state prisons and provide funding to counties so
that they can plan, implement and/or expand initiatives.

Jenise briefly discussed the 19 original members of the Council as well as the addition of 6
memberships in April 2008. She stated that the Council’s first task is to develop a strategic plan
and identify ways to implement the program. They are working with a company called
ANALYTICO (sp?) to accomplish this. It is the goal of the Council to parallel the HAB plan.
There are members of the HAB that are also members of the Council and the Council is willing
to accept any volunteers ready to help.

Commissioner Koons introduced Mike Rodriguez who is in charge. He also cited a study that
the Supreme Court did regarding the history of mental health and suggested that it might be a
good thing for everyone to become familiar with.

Discussion of Additional Edits to Ten Year Plan

Krysten Bennett discussed the changes to the plan; most significantly the new letter which
Commissioner Koons is working on as well as the rewritten Executive Summary. The Board
was given time to read through this section.

Ezra Kreig praised Krysten for her efforts and hard work putting this plan together. Tom
Sheehan asked what other changes were made and Krysten identified changes made that she
received various emails on. The Board was given time to go through each of these changes and
note any additional comments.

Commissioner Koons stated that the goal is to be as inclusive as possible so if anyone was not
happy with something to speak up now.



Public Comment Period

Diana Stanley from The Lord’s Place thanked everyone for their hard work on the plan,
especially Krysten and stated that she was excited to work the plan. She commented that a
section should be included under the category “Underserved Populations” to include single
women, without children, who are not pregnant, with no specific age bracket as currently there
are no programs for them. Discussion took place regarding whether the use of the word
“women” was too limiting and if the word “individuals” should be used in its place. It was
determined that “single individuals” was more appropriate. Commissioner Koons asked for
and received permission to include this change in the plan.

Rita Clark from the Homeless Coalition of Palm Beach County spoke and made the Board
aware of the prevalence of hate crimes toward the homeless becoming an up and coming trend
in South Florida. She said that Florida has ranked nationally for the past three years and that
she has sent Krysten proposed language to include this trend in the report. Commissioner
Koons asked for and received permission to include this change in the plan.

Bishop Hill from Westgate Tabernacle thanked everyone for their hard worked. He expressed a
great deal of concern on actually getting the plan in place and for each member of the HAB to
work it and raise the money it will take to get this done. He challenged everyone to figure out
what it will take to bring the plan to completion.

Barry Silvers stood up and urged the HAB to work with and not against Westgate Tabernacle in
order to restore the public’s confidence in the Coalition.

Commissioner Koons reiterated the motion that was up for vote- to approve the plan as
amended to include the additions to the plan as mentioned above. The motion was made by
Senator Phil Lewis and seconded by Leo Abdella. Motion carried.

Additional discussion took place regarding a plan that Jon Van Arnam is coordinating to work
with funders and change the processes to align together to queue funding sources together and
establish a certification process. Commissioner Koons stated that this process would be
controversial as the County would pull back on some things and put additional resources into
other areas. The intent is to provide greater focus and intentionally about where the funds go.

Commissioner Koons asked Rita Clark to address the Board once again to discuss the grant that
she is working on to obtain full time volunteers from Americorp to establish a storyteller type of
program to allow the stories of the homeless to be told in their own words as well as leverage
and mobilize resources available.

Discussion took place as to when the next visit of the HAB to the BCC should take place and
whether or not it was better to go as a group or individually and if it should be to speak on
specific topics of discussion. The Board was reminded that should a group wish to attend, the



Sunshine Law would be in effect and the meeting would have to be noticed. Commissioner
Koons thought that no specific topics were necessary but that the members should simply
update the BCC on what has taken place since the last face to face meeting.

Joyce and Frank Waller addressed the Board and advised that they are clergy who operate the
Outstretched Hands Ministry in Riviera Beach. They are looking for a building (approximately
2,000-5,000 feet) to assist them in feeding the homeless, poor and needy. They want to establish
a program for the homeless to enroll in order to live and work and become productive citizens.
They imagine this program to be a 1-2 year program. They acknowledged that there was a
similar service in Miami but they desired to have a larger facility in Palm Beach County.
Commissioner Koons thanked them for their help. He encouraged them to check with Rita
Clark to seek out resources.

Upcoming Meeting
e There is no upcoming meeting scheduled at this time.

Meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.



