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Green anole
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Plant Life

fig. Wild coffee, beautyberry, and several

Wildlife Viewing

Other animals observed on the site include

Nature In Focus
Delray Oaks is home to many species of

reptiles are masters of disguise. They can

to blend in with the surroundings.
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- DELRAY OAKS NATURAL AREA

atural Area Snapshots
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White ibis (adult and juvenile)
Ocean Ridge Natural Area

i

String -lily
Royal Palm Beach Pines Natural Area

||

Live oak
Delray Oaks Natural Area

P021 SW 29 St. in Delray Beach

he natural area is located on
e west side of Congress Ave.,
bne mile south of Linton Blvd.
he parking lot is accessed

The shady hardwood forests have a canopy of
Virginia live oak, cabbage palm, and strangler

species of ferns are present in the understory.
Pond apple grows in the wetter areas of the site.

The natural area is home to many resident and
migratory birds, including red -shouldered hawk,
blue-gray gnatcatcher and northern cardinal.

gopher tortoise and golden orb weaver spider.

lizards, including the green anole. These small

change their body color from green to brown

OCEAN RIDGE NATURAL AREA
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South County

Location
Corrine St. in Ocean Ridge

Size

12 acres

Access

The natural area is located on
the west side of Ocean Blvd.
(A1A), %2 mile south of Boynton
Beach Blvd. Ocean Ridge is

rove tree crab

Mang accessible by boat, bicycle, and
on foot. There is no parking
: available for cars.
Plant Life

Red, black, and white mangrove trees dominate

the landscape at Ocean Ridge. These trees play an

important role in the life cycle of many animal
species. Wading birds nest in the branches ,while

juvenile fish and small crustaceans hide among the

mangrove prop roots just below the water line.
Other plants found here include necklacepod,
gumbo limbo, and dune sunflower.

Wildlife Viewing

The natural area is home to many wading birds,
including great blue heron, great egret, and little
blue heron. Other animals observed on the site
include fiddler crab, and gray fox.

Nature In Focus

The mangrove tree crab is commonly seen
crawling along the trunks of mangrove trees.
These small crabs have sharp tips at the end of
their legs that allow them to cling onto trees.
They eat mangrove leaves and insects.

South County

Location

2901 N. Seacrest Blvd.
in Boynton Beach

Size

14 acres

Access
The entrance is located

Ballmoss on the west side of
Seacrest Blvd., ¥2 mile
Plant Life north of Gateway Blvd.
Rare plants recorded on

milkweed, largeflower false rosemary, and
nodding pinweed. Other plants found on the site
include netted pawpaw, cabbage palm, and
several species of native bromeliads.

Wildlife Viewing

The natural area protects a small population of
gopher tortoises and serves as a sanctuary for
migratory birds. Animals observed on the site
include Halloween pennant, Florida scrub lizard,
blue-gray gnatcatcher, and black-throated blue
warbler.

Nature In Focus

The Rosemary Scrub Natural Area contains many

species of epiphytes or airplants. These plants do
not need soil to survive and are typically found
attached to rough-barked trees. Airplants obtain
water and nutrients from rainwater runoff.
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YAMATO SCRUB NATURAL AREA
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South County

Location
701 Clint Moore Rd. in
Boca Raton

Size
217 acres

Access

The entrance is located on the
— north side of Clint Moore Rd.,
just east of Congress Ave.

Plant Life

Florida scrub habitat covers 138 acres (63%) of
Yamato Scrub. Plants found in the scrub include
sand pine, tarflower, hog plum, and sky-blue
lupine. A 10-acre basin marsh located in the
northern portion of the natural area contains
maidencane, sawgrass, and sand cordgrass.

Wildlife Viewing

The natural area is home to several protected
animal species including gopher tortoise and
Florida scrub lizard. Other animals observed on
the site include osprey and mottled duck.

Nature In Focus

Cicadas are large insects that make a lot of
noise in the summer. Male cicadas have sound
producing
organs below
the base of their
abdomens. They
produce a loud
buzzing sound to
attract female
cicadas. After
mating, females
lay their eggs in
the soil. The
larvae spend
several years
feeding off of
tree roots. When
mature, they
emerge from the
soil, molt, and
then fly away.

Congress Ave.

Clint Moore Rd.

South County

Location

150 Hypoluxo Rd. in
Hypoluxo

Size

97 acres

Access

The entrance is located on
the south side of Hypoluxo

Gopher tortoise

and U.S. Highway 1.

Elaglif ¢ jnclude Curt i
Florida scrub is a dry ecosystem. Many of the

plant species present have developed water
conserving strategies such as thick, waxcoated
leaves to survive in this harsh environment.
Florida rosemary, sand live oak, saw palmetto,
and hog plum are common scrub plants.

Wildlife Viewing

The natural area is home to the protected Florida
scrub-jay and gopher tortoise. Other animals
observed on the site include osprey, northern
cardinal, brown thrasher, six-lined racerunner,
eastern coachwhip, and gray fox.

Nature In Focus

The gopher tortoise
uses its strong front
legs to dig a burrow
up to 30 feet long.
One tortoise may
have several burrows
scattered throughout
the area. These cool,
underground tunnels
shelter many other
animals, including
insects, snakes,
lizards, and small
mammals. Male
tortoises compete with
each other for
territory, and the loser
sometimes is flipped
over!
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SEACREST SCRUB NATURAL AREA

<
[
(2=
<
-l
<
(2=
-
<
=
(A
-
(2=
v
)
(e
O
(a]
(2=
e
(V)
X

South County

Location

3400 S. Seacrest Blvd.

in Boynton Beach

Size

54 acres

Access

The entrance is located on
the east side of Seacrest

Blvd., about two miles
south of Woolbright Rd.

Pricklypear

Plant Life

Many of the plants recorded at Seacrest Scrub
are endemic to the Florida scrub ecosystend
they are found nowhere else. Endangered or
threatened plants include largeflower false
rosemary, nodding pinweed, and giant airplant.

Wildlife Viewing

The natural area is a green island of wilderness
in the middle of the urban landscape. It is
home to the protected gopher tortoise. Other
animals observed on the site include American
kestrel, American redstart, and eastern gray
squirrel.

Nature In Focus

The purple fruit of the pricklypear cactus
provides food for many animals. The thick pads
store water and the long spines discourage
most animals from grabbing a meal. The
gopher tortoise, however, is not deterred. It eats
both the fruit and the spiny pads.
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South County

Location

7300 High Ridge Rd.
in unincorporated
Palm Beach County

Size

39 acres

Access

The entrance is located

Gulf fritillary on the east side of High
Ridge Rd., %2 mile south
Blant Life of Hypoluxo Rd.

Plants have to be tough to live in a scrub
community. There is little shade, hot
temperatures, and dry, nutrientpoor soils. The
vegetation consists of sand live oak, sand pine,
saw palmetto and pricklypear.

Wildlife Viewing

The natural area is home to a variety of
insects, including cicadas and Halloween
pennant dragonflies. Other animals observed
on the site include gopher tortoise, yellow
garden spider, and American kestrel.

Nature In Focus

The gulf fritillary caterpillars eat the leaves of
passion-flowers, which contain a poisonous
chemical. The chemical remains inside the
adult butterfly and is a strong deterrent to
predators looking for a good -tasting meal.

.‘
},




