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If the walls of the South County Courthouse on Atlantic Avenue in
Delray Beach could talk, they would be able to carry on a lively
conversation with more than a dozen nearby benches and a 14-foot-tall
sculptural ceramic pineapple bench.

Although it is unlikely that these works of art will actually speak out, they
are certainly the talk of the town these days.  As the result of a project
coordinated by Palm Beach County’s Art in Public Places program, the
South County Courthouse is now home to two colorful, large-scale murals
and an equally eye-catching group of tiled benches created by renowned
Miami artists Andrew Reid and Carlos Alves.

Muralist Reid, working on a 3,300-square-foot concrete “canvas,”
covered the exterior north walls of the Courthouse with 80 gallons of
polymer acrylic paint.  Using 14 colors, each applied a layer at a time, Reid
depicted stories of past and present with big, bold images of the people,
flora, fauna and industries that have shaped the unique character of
Delray Beach and South County. 

At the same time, Alves enhanced existing bench tops and seating areas
with painted ceramic tiles that depict community landmarks, ocean
scenes, agricultural bounty and even the Barefoot Mailman.  He also
fashioned a unique ceramic tile pineapple sculpture bench in the plaza’s
northeast corner, adjacent to the new Delray Beach Public Library.

According to Elayna Toby Singer, Palm Beach County’s Art in Public
Places Administrator, the County’s newest public art project transforms a
previously under-used outdoor seating spot along Atlantic Avenue into a
welcoming, artful “pocket-park” plaza. 

The project is among three courthouse public art projects funded by a
1999 Cultural and Recreation Facilities Bond Issue.  A public dedication of
the new works, which was originally set for November 3, will be
rescheduled at a later date.  The Palm Beach County Cultural Council
is sponsoring music for the event, which will be performed by members
of The Jazz Arts Music Society of Palm Beach. 

Ballet Florida, the West Palm Beach dance company that has attracted
international acclaim since its establishment two decades ago, is celebrating
its 20th Anniversary Season with an exciting, diverse repertoire that features
two company premieres, including one U.S. East Coast debut performance.  

The new season also marks the Ballet Florida debut of three talented
professional dancers, Yumelia Garcia of Venezuela, previously with the
Milwaukee Ballet; Fernando Moraga of Chile, previously with
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre and Houston Ballet; and Rogelio Corrales of
Cuba, previously with The Minnesota Ballet.   These new dancers bring
the dance company’s members to 22, representing nine countries.

“Our 20th Anniversary Season will offer audiences some of the most daring
and artistically significant performances of any season in our history,” says
Founder and Artistic Director Marie Hale.  “We have brought back ballet
classics and audience favorites like The Nutcracker and Romeo and Juliet,
but our forte as a dance company continues to be in the world of modern
and contemporary dance.  

“With works like Rite of Spring, Second Before the Ground and Baker’s
Dozen, we hope to challenge the common misconception by many that
ballet and classical dance are synonymous,” Hale continues.  “While
classical styles remain intrinsically woven into the art of dance, ballet extends
far beyond those parameters with fast, furious, complex movements and
raw emotions.  That is the heart and soul of Ballet Florida.”

The season began with Eissey Program One, an ensemble of four
contemporary ballets performed at the Eissey Campus Theatre in Palm

Beach Gardens, November 4-6.  The program included works by Twyla
Tharp, Lar Lubovitch, Trey McIntyre and Ballet Florida dancer and
emerging choreographer, Jerry Opdenaker.

The company will present a private
ensemble performance at the Society of
the Four Arts in Palm Beach on
December 6 to say “thank-you” to its
sponsors and supporters.  Then, Marie
Hale’s version of The Nutcracker returns
to the Raymond F. Kravis Center for the
Performing Arts for nine performances
from December 23-28, plus a special
performance for underprivileged children
and adults and The Nutcracker Tea, a

chance for parents and children to enjoy an afternoon formal tea party
followed by the ballet.

The season continues in 2006 with “Bellisimo!” Kravis Program One,
February 3-4, two company premieres: Bello by Dominic Walsh, and Rite
of Spring by Mauricio Wainrot, which is also a U.S. East Coast debut.  A
version of Romeo and Juliet, which was created by Vicente Nebrada for
Ballet Florida’s first season, comes to the Kravis Center March 17-18.  The
season concludes with four more contemporary ballets in Eissey Program
Two, May 5-7.  

For more information about Ballet Florida and its schedule, visit
www.balletflorida.com or call (561) 659-2000.

The announcement last spring that the
Norton Museum of Art would host the
inaugural U.S. appearances of two major
exhibitions was viewed as a major coup
for the West Palm Beach museum.
Anticipation has been building for 
the first of the two shows, 
French Impressionism and Boston:
Masterworks from the Museum of Fine
Arts, which will make its American debut
at the Museum on November 19.  

Featuring 53 masterworks from the
collection of the Museum of Fine Arts,

Boston (MFA), the exhibition explores the influence of French Impressionist
painters on the American city’s artists and collectors during the 19th and early
20th centuries. Of the 53 paintings, 12 are by Claude Monet, spanning the
artist’s mature career from his days in Argenteuil to his later work at Giverny,
including Camille Monet and a Child in the Artist’s Garden at Argenteuil, 1875;
Meadow with Haystacks near Giverny, circa 1875; and Waterlilies, 1905. 

Other notable French artists include Jean-Baptiste Camille Corot, Jean-
François Millet, Edouard Manet, Camille Pissaro and Pierre-Auguste
Renoir. Their work will be shown alongside American artists such as Childe
Hassam, William Morris Hunt, John Singer Sargent and Edmund
Charles Tarbell.

On view through March 5, 2006, the exhibition will coincide for several
weeks with a second debut – Matisse in Transition: Around Laurette.  Co-

organized by the Norton and the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum in New York, the
exhibition will appear from January 28 to April 16.

Advance tickets for the Impressionism exhibition
are available at the Museum’s box office, by
phone at (561) 832-5196 or at www.norton.org.
The exhibition was previously seen in Nagoya,
Japan, and at the Royal Academy in London.

According to Dr. Christina Orr-Cahall, Director
of the Norton Museum of Art, "This will be the first
time that visitors to the Museum will be able to see
the juxtaposition of masterpieces by Monet,
Degas, Manet and others with major works by
American Impressionists such as Hassam and
Sargent. The importance of these artists cannot be underestimated and the
relationship between Impressionism in France and its imprint on the Boston
artists and collectors is highly visible."

During the time period covered by the exhibition, Boston was home to some
of the best-informed and most progressive collectors of modern painting in
the United States, the Norton points out.  These collectors were among the
first to embrace the successive waves of stylistic innovation occurring in
France, and the most avid collectors of modern French art.  MFA was the first
American museum to organize a Monet retrospective (in 1911) and to
purchase a work by Edgar Degas, Race Horses at Longchamps, 1871,
which is included in this exhibition.

Ballet Florida Launches 20th Anniversary Season

Norton Readies Highly Anticipated Impressionism Exhibit

Romeo and Juliet is just one of the
highlights of Ballet Florida’s 20th

Anniversary Season. 

Pierre-Auguste Renoir (French, 1841-
1919): Grand Canal, Venice, 1881. Oil
on canvas, 21-1/4 by 25-5/8 inches.

Bequest of Alexander Cochrane. 

Edmund Charles Tarbell
(American, 1862-1938):
Mother and Child in a

Boat, 1892. Oil on canvas,
30-1/8 by 35 inches.

Bequest of David P. Kimball
in memory of his wife
Clara Bertram Kimball.

Scenes from the South County
Courthouse (clockwise from upper

left): Andrew Reid paints the mural;
the ceramic pineapple bench; the east

and west murals representing past and
present; Carlos Alves prepares a bench

to be tiled; the artist benchtop.

Public Art Creates Interest at South County Courthouse 
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