
The plaza design will accommodate as many as 75 of the shapes, she
says.  The final number will depend on how many children participate.
“They’ll be working in pairs or teams.  It’s a good way for them to learn
teamwork,” Materio points out.  “The whole concept is a lot of fun.”

“Public art is as much about engaging people in the process of making
art as it is about the completed art itself,” Singer observes.  “We are
pleased that individuals from the community are taking advantage of this
opportunity to creatively work together and artistically influence their
environment.”  

The $40,000 project is funded by the 1999 Cultural and Recreation
Facilities Bond issue, which allocated $500,000 for public art at the
County’s Courthouses.  This is the first project that Singer will have seen
through from its inception since she joined the County in 2004.  

She adds that one more enhancement that was proposed by
community residents will be incorporated when the project is completed
in early Spring 2006.  “When we asked what could make the proposed
design better, it was suggested that we should light the Courthouse at
night to illuminate the public art.  We will be able to do that.”

One of the most important criteria for works commissioned through the
Palm Beach County Art in Public Places Program is that they must be
“of the place,” says Elayna Toby Singer, the County’s Art in Public Places
Administrator.  The artwork proposed for the West County Courthouse
in Belle Glade offers a case in point.  

During a “Community Public Art Input Session” in May, local citizens –
including long-time resident and well-known philanthropist Dolly Hand
– offered many insightful comments about the flavor and content of the
design proposed by artist Shanon Materio and her colleagues on the
design team.  As a result, the artists agreed to revise several details in order
to reflect the region as accurately as possible.  

For example, Materio says, “They asked us to ensure that the vegetables
included in the design were ones that are grown in West County.”  The
feedback provided an extremely useful supplement to the research
Materio conducted – and confirmed the validity of the Art in Public Places
program’s inclusive approach.  “The process makes it clear that they want
to engage the community,” she notes.

The design for the project – which was created by Materio, owner of
McMow Art Glass in Lake Worth since 1976, and three other dynamic
and enthusiastic women – comprises a series of glass mosaic benches and
decorative columns for the entrance plaza at the concrete-block
Courthouse building.  Materio has created art glass commissions around
the world and has worked for clients such as the late Gianni Versace,
Palm Beach Atlantic University, St. Peter Catholic Church, PGA
National Resort and Spa, Temple Emanuel and Temple Judea.  

Working with her are Marilyn Ford, senior artist with McMow Art Glass
for 23 years; Tricia Davis, the newest member of the McMow team, who
holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Virginia Commonwealth
University; and Roberta Jurney, who has been involved with many
organizations’ projects in Palm Beach County, including the Junior
League of the Palm Beaches, the South Florida Fair, Quantum
House and ArtiGras Fine Arts Festival.

According to Singer, the process leading to the West County
Courthouse public art installation began in January with an open call to
Palm Beach County artists.  Following an on-site walkthrough in February,
seven proposals were submitted, from which three semifinalists were
chosen by the Selection Panel, composed of the County’s Public Art
Committee, the Chief Judge and County staff who work in the West
County Courthouse facility.  Each of the semifinalists received a $500
honorarium for developing their proposals.  Materio’s team was selected
in May.

Now that the public input session has been completed, the project will
be reviewed by the County’s Judicial Executive Committee.  If approval is
granted, work is expected to begin in July.

At that point, community participants will once again become involved.
Materio explains that children in local youth programs will create glass
mosaic stepping stones.  “We are developing about 15 to 20 Indian motifs
that are colorful and geometric.  The children will glue tiny squares of
polished glass to mesh in the shape of an 18- to 20-inch half moon.  Then
we’ll take them back to the studio and grout them.”  

performs Friday Night Jazz at the West Palm Beach Public Library
(www.wpbpl.com) on the second Friday of each month.

Palm Beach Opera Resident Conductor Kamal Khan and singers from
the Opera will present a concert July 19 in the Music for the Mind Series
at the Harriet Himmel Theater, sponsored by Kretzer Piano
(www.pbopera.org), while the Raymond F. Kravis Center for the
Performing Arts stages the popular musical Always Patsy Cline July 19-
24 (www.kravis.org).

Theater
Summer typically brings musical revues to County stages – and 2005 is no
exception. Florida Stage in Manalapan (www.floridastage.org) presents
the regional premiere of Sisters of Swing – The Story of the Andrews
Sisters through August 28.  Palm Beach Dramaworks (www.palmbeach
dramaworks.org) offers Berlin to Broadway with Kurt Weill through
September 4, while the Cuillo Centre for the Arts (561-835-9226) in
West Palm Beach chimes in with RESPECT: A Musical Journey of Women.

In a different, but equally entertaining,
vein are Caldwell Theatre Company’s
Florida premiere of the Daniel
Goldfarb comedy Modern Orthodox
through July 31 in Boca Raton
(www.caldwelltheatre.com), and a retro
version of The Merry Wives of Windsor
from The Palm Beach Shakespeare
Festival (www.pbshakespeare.org) at
Carlin Park Amphitheatre in Jupiter,
July 14-17 and 21-24.

Crossing over several genres, Florida
Atlantic University’s School of the
Arts (www.fau.edu/artsupdate) is
offering three summer productions in
its 2005 Festival Repertory Theatre
series through July 31: the classic West
Side Story, Agatha Christie’s mystery
The Hollow and a musical revue, A
Celebration of Rodgers and
Hammerstein.

Special Treats
Following on the heels of the 10th anniversary of Clematis by Night in
June, the City of West Palm Beach (www.wpb.org) presents its
spectacular 4th on Flagler celebration on Independence Day from 
5-10 p.m.  On July 9 and 10, it’s time for Winter In July, the Palm Beach
Zoo’s annual festival of snow – featuring 40 tons of the white stuff
(www.palmbeachzoo.org).  

Boca Ballet Theatre (www.bocaballet.org) continues its tradition of
mounting a major summer production with the romantic ballet Giselle,
July 28-30 in Boca Raton. The South Florida Science Museum
(www.sfsm.org) in West Palm Beach is presenting Summer (Science)
Saturday nights – keeping the doors open until 9 p.m. every Saturday
through August 27.  At the Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens
(www.morikami.org) in Delray Beach, the delightful Bon Festival returns
August 13 with taiko drums, folk dancing, a street fair and fireworks.

The sun isn’t the only thing that’s hot in Palm Beach County this summer!
Area cultural organizations are serving up a hearty helping of exhibits,
performances and special events, as evidenced by the following highlights.
For full details of these and many more cultural opportunities, visit the
Cultural Council’s website at www.palmbeachculture.com.

Visual Arts/Museums
The Cornell Museum of Art &
History at Old School Square
Cultural Arts Center in Delray Beach
(www.oldschool.org) presents the
12th Annual All-Florida Juried Fine Art
Exhibition through August 27, while
the nearby Palm Beach Photographic
Centre (www.workshop.org) offers two
exhibitions through August 13:  the
ninth annual INFOCUS Juried
Exhibition for Members and Picture
My World 2005, featuring
photographs taken by children and
teens from the Guatemala/Maya

Center in Lake Worth and the Delray Beach Service Center.  While
you’re in Delray, check out the new Fashion Treasures Exhibit at the
Museum of Lifestyle and Fashion History (www.mlfhmuseum.org).

The Boca Raton Museum of Art
(www.bocamuseum.org) is offering a
full slate of exhibitions through
September 4, including captivating
photos of Paris by Robert Doisneau
and Brassaï.  The Norton Museum of
Art (www.norton.org) gets into the
spirit – also through September 4 –
with Site Seeing: Photographic
Excursions in Tourism, featuring photos
from the George Eastman House.

Also worth a look are an exhibition of
FAU Master of Fine Arts art students’ work at the Armory Art Center
(www.armoryart.org) through July 29, an exhibition by Jupiter
photographer Jo Chamness at Palm Beach Community College’s
Eissey Campus Theatre (www.pbcc.edu/arts/eissey) in Palm Beach
Gardens through August 30, and works by local jewelry artist and sculptor
Phyllis C. Annunziato, a past president of Women in the Visual Arts
(www.witva.org), at Boca Raton’s Patch Reef Park through July.

Music
The world-famous Pan-European chamber orchestra Arpeggione
appears July 22 at the Duncan Theatre on the Lake Worth campus of
Palm Beach Community College (www.pbcc.edu/arts), while Music at
Saint Paul’s offers Sommerabendmusik (Music for a Summer’s Eve) on
July 14 and August 18 in Delray Beach (www.websaintpauls.org).   

The Colony Hotel (www.thecolonypalmbeach.com) presents top cabaret
stars in the Royal Room every weekend through Labor Day.  The Jazz
Arts Music Society of Palm Beach (www.jamsociety.org) continues its
monthly concerts at the Harriet Himmel Theater at CityPlace and
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Stan Slutsky (Delray Beach), Random,
acrylic on canvas, Cornell Museum

Beautiful is the Sky: photo by Lydia
T, Palm Beach Photographic Centre

The Merry Wives of Windsor meet the
’70s, Palm Beach Shakespeare Festival

West Side Story, 
Florida Atlantic University

Beat the Heat with Summer Treats! West County Courthouse Art Reflects Community Flavor
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“Public art is as much about engaging
people in the process of making art as it
is about the completed art itself.” 
– Elayna Toby Singer

Shanon Materio displays a glass panel similar to the ones that will be
incorporated into the West County Courthouse project.
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