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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

~o_ti~>n and Title: Staff recommends motion to approve: Reappointment of the following 
md1v1dual to the Building Code Advisory Board (SCAB) for a three (3) year term from June 
8, 2007 to June 7, 201 0. 

Nominee 
Howarth Lewis 

Seat 
12 

Requirement 
Architect 

Nominated By 
CIMC 

SUMMARY: The Building Code Advisory Board was established by Special Act of 
Florida Legislature in 197 4, and amended in 2001. The term of office is three years; 
with no limit to the number of terms a member may serve. Howarth Lewis is nominated 
by the Construction Industry Management Council of Palm Beach County. The 
nomination represents the architect cited in the Special Act establishing the Building 
Code Advisory Board. The Board comprises of sixteen members; seven regional 
Building Officials (nominated by the Building Official Association of Palm Beach 
County); seven members who must be appointed from nominations submitted by the 
Construction Industry Management Council of Palm Beach County; one member who 
must be a registered Architect nominated by the Palm Beach County Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects; and one member who must be a Professional Engineer 
nominated by the Palm Beach County Chapter of the Florida Engineering Society. 
Countywide (GB) 

BacKground and Justification: continued on page 3 

Attachments: 
1. Board Appointment Information Form 
2. Letter of Recommendation - Construction Industry Management Council of Palm 

Beach County 
3. SCAB Attendance Record 
4. Special Act 



II. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

REVISED 06/92 
ADM FORM 03 
(THIS SUMMARY IS NOT TO BE USED AS A BASIS FOR PAYMENT.) 

2 
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continued from page 1 

Background and Justification: The Building Code Advisory Board is authorized to advise 
local governments regarding adoption of administrative or technical amendments to the 
Florida Building Code based on local conditions. 

Advise local governments how construction code enforcement can be improved and 
standardized. 

Advise local governments on evaluation of new and innovative materials, products, 
systems, or methods of construction for compliance with the Florida Building Code, and 
any amendments or revision thereto. 

Act as the countywide compliance review board, pursuant to section 553.73 (4) (b) 7., 
Florida Statutes, notwithstanding the requirements contained therein to establish such 
review board by interlocal agreement. 

The board is authorized to establish policies and procedures necessary to conduct 
evaluation efforts, such as, but not limited to, applications, fees, renewals, and revocations. 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION 

BOARD APPOINTMENT INFORMATION FORM 

Part I: CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS 

Board Name: BUILDING CODE ADVISORY BOARD 

[ X] At Large Appointment or [ ] District Appointment 

Term of Applicant: ____ 3 __ years. From: 06/08/2007 To: 06/09/2010 

Seat Requirements: ARCHITECT Seat # 12 

[ ]**Reappointment or [X] New Appointment 

or [ ] to complete the term of -----------------------
due to: [ ]resignation , [ ] other 

completion of term to expire on: 

Part II: APPLICANT, UNLESS EXEMPTED, MUST BE A COUNTY RESIDENT 

Name: ___ --=-H=o=w=a:.:.;rt::.:.:h:..::L:.:.·-=L:.;:;e.:.:w.:.:is~,.:J.:.:r._,_F-=-A.::.:IA:..:.... ______________ _ 

Occupation/Affiliation: ARCHITECT, FAIA NCARB 

Business Name: LEWIS AND ASSOCIATES 

Business Address: 225 SOUTHERN BLVD., SUITE 100 

City & State: WEST PALM BEACH, FL Zip Code: 33405-2737 

Residence Address: 1110 Sand Drift Way 

City & State: West Palm Beach, Fl Zip Code: 33411 

Home phone: {561) 795-0868 Business phone: (561) 833-2268 

Mailing Address preference: [X] Business Address [ ] Residence Address or [ ]other: 

Minority Identification Code: 
[] IF (American Indian Female) 
[ ] AF (Asian Female) 
[ ] BF (Black Female) 
[] HF (Hispanic Female) 
[] WF {White Female) 

Part Ill: COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

[] IM (American Indian Male) 
[ ] AM {Asian Male) 
[ ] BM (Black Male) 
[] HM (Hispanic Male) 
[x] WM (White Male) 

-----------------

Appointment to be made at BCC Meeting on~· _______________ _ 

**When a person is being considered for re-appointment, the number and nature of 
previously disclosed voting conflicts shall be considered by the Board of County 
Commissioners. 

0 Number of previously disclosed voting conflicts. 

Signature: _________________ Date: _______ _ 



May 02 07 12:18a Natasha V. Cannon 561-588-0051 p,1 

i CIMC PALM BEACH COUNTY CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
I 

814 West Lantana Road, Suite 1, Lantana, Florida33462-1553 • (561) 588-8045 • (561) 5&8-0051 /fax• .t;-m;iillpbccjmoi1';sc,l.cmn 
! 

Bruce Kaleita, General Counsel 

FURNISHED VIA FACSIMILE 
(561) 233-5020 

April 26, 2007 

Rebecca Caldwell, C.B.O. 
Chief Building Official 
Department of Planning Zonipg & Building 
100 Australian Avenue 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33406 

Natasha V. Cannon, Executive Din:ctor 

Re: Architect Re-nomination to Building Code Adyisory Board 

Dear Ms. Caldwell: 

Pursuant to your letter of February 2006, the members of the Construction Industry 

Management Council have re-nominated Howarth Lewis, Architect, to serve another term 

on Seat 12 o:6the Building Code Advisory Board. 

Please call me at (561) 588-8045 should you have any further questions. 

NVC/mee 

cc: AIA 
Howarth Lewis 

THE MANAGEMENT LEVEL OF ASSOCIATIONS, REPRESENTING TRADE 

SKILLS Al\.'D DESIGN PROFESSIONALS IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE FORMAT OF INFORMATION. 

Aluminum Association • Associated General Contractors • Associated Builders & Contractors Association 

Construction Association of South Florida • Electrical Contractors of Florida • ' Gold Coast Builders Association 

National Association ofWomen In Construction • Palm Beach Air Conditioning Contractors of America 

Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors • Plumbing & Air Conditioning Contractors Industry Fund • Trowel Guild 

Underground Contractors Association of S6uth Florida 



BUILDING CODE ADVISORY BOARD - ATTENDANCE RECORD 2007 

MEMBER J F 
Caldwell, Rebecca 

Dawson,Bob 

Duncan, Drew 

Jacobson, Maury A 
Kozan Gary 

Lecky, Robert 

Lewis, Howarth (Hap) 

Loihle, Kenneth 

Marion, Kurt G. A 
Melick, Neil A 
Miller Gregory 

Stewart, Dave 

Sullivan, Gary A A 
Tomasik, Jacek 

Uman, Steve A 
Worley, Scott 

No entry indicates member in attendance 
"A" entry indicates member absent 
"N" entry indicates no meeting held 

M 

A 

A 

A 

A 

"C" entry indicates scheduled meeting cancelled 

A M 

A 

A 

"N/A" entry indicates no appointee or pending appointment 

U:\Building\badmin1\BCAB\2007\2007 ATTENDANCE.doc 
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ENROLLED 

2001 Legisl,ature HB 917, Second Engrossed 

1 

2 An act relating to Palm Beach County; amending 
3 chapter 90-445, Laws of Florida, as amended; 
4 providing for the uniform implementation, 
5 interpretation, and enforcement of building 
6 code requirements pursuant to the Florida 
7 Building Code; providing and amending 
8 definitions; providing for enforcement; 
9 providing for repeal of conflicting laws; 

10 providing for interpretation of codes and 
11 revision; deleting provisions relating to 
12 appointments; providing for authority fo~ 
13 building code amendments; providing for 
14 amending provisions for product and system 
15 evaluation, including application fees and 
16 revocation and renewal of product and system 
17 compliance; providing severability; providing 
18 an effective date. 
19 

20 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 
21 

22 Section 1. Notwithstanding section 136 of chapter 
23 2000-141, Laws of Florida, chapter 90-445, Laws of Florida, is 
24 reenacted and amended to read: 
25 Section 1. Purpose.--As provided in section 553.80(1), 
26 Florida Statutes, each local government and each legally 
27 constituted enforcement district with statutory authority 
28 shall regulate building construction and, where authorized in 
29 the state agency's enabling legislation, each state agency 
30 shall enforce the Florida Building Code, as revised or amended 
31 by the state or applicable local government, required on all 

1 
CODING:Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



ENROLLED 

2001 Legislature HB 917, Second Engrossed 

1 public or private buildings, structures, and facilities unless 
2 such responsibility has been delegated to another unit of 
3 government pursuant to section 553.79(9), Florida Statutes. 
4 The purpose of this act is to provide for a system to advise 
5 the Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners and local 
6 governments regarding the uniform implementation, 
7 interpretation, and enforcement of the Florida Building Code. 
8 Authority. '!'he board of county conuuissioners shall ha"l7e the 
9 power to adopt, for all municipalities and unincorporated 

10 areas of Palm Beach County, more recent editions and revisions 
11 of the Standard Building, Gas, Mechanical, and Plumbing Codes, 
12 as promulgated by the Southern Building Code Congress 
13 International, in addition to the Mational Electrical Code, as 
14 promulgated by the National Fire Protection Association. 
15 'l'hese codes shall be adopted by ordinance, based on the ad"l7ice 
16 of the Building Code Adtlisory Board of Palm Beach County. 
17 Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act: 
18 (1) "Amendment" means modified requirements to the 
19 Florida Building Code n,odel building codes which are adopted 
20 by ordinance by any unit of local government pursuant to 
21 section 553.73, Florida Statutes. 
22 (2) "Board" means the Building Code Advisory Board of 
23 Palm Beach County, unless otherwise specified. 
2 4 ( 3) "Building official" means an indi victual charged 
25 with the administration and enforcement of the Florida 
26 Building Code se~eral codes adopted pursuant to section 1, who 
27 is a full-time employee of a municipality or the county, in 
28 the respective election district in which the jurisdiction is 
29 situated. 

30 ( 4) "Design professional" means an architect or 
31 engineer so registered in the State of Florida. 

2 
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1 (5) "Florida Building Code" means the code adopted by 
2 the Florida Building Commission pursuant to section 
3 553. 73 (1) (a), Florida Statutes"Model codes" means the 
4 Standard Building, Gas, Mechanical, and Plumbing Codes 
5 published by the Southern Building Code Congress International 
6 and the National Electrical Code published by the National 
7 Fire Protection Association. 

8 (6) "Revisions" means any modifications to the Florida 
9 Building Code model codes as published by the Florida Building 

10 Commission applicable code promulgating organization. 
11 (7) "Service system" means an electrical, gas, 
12 mechanical, plumbing, or other system which provides service 
13 to a building, structure, or facility and is regulated by the 
14 model codes and any amendments or re-visions thereto. 
15 fil-tSt- "Unit of local government" means any one of the 
16 municipal governing bodies in Palm Beach County or the Board 
17 of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County. 
18 Section 3. Enforcement.--Enforcement of the Florida 
19 Building Code model codes adopted pursuant to section 1, and 
20 any amendments or revisions thereto, shall be the 
21 responsibility of each unit of local government. A unit of 
22 local government may provide these services through an 
23 interlocal agreement with the county or local government, as 
24 provided by section 553.79(9), Florida Statutes ±aw. 
25 Section 4. Code enforcen,ent personnel 
26 qualifications. For the purposes of permit review and 
27 inspection, qoalified plans examiners and inspectors, whose 
28 competency shall be determined by each unit of local 
29 go-vernment, shall be employed and charged with the 
30 responsibility of enforcing this act. 
31 

3 
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1 Section 5. Violations. No bttilding, strnctn1.e, or 
2 service s:ystem shall be erected or installed within Palm Beach 
3 Count:y in violation of the requirements of the model codes 
4 adopted pu:csuant to section 1 or a11:y amendments o:c :cevisions 
5 the:ceto, except that state buildings a:ce exempt f:com 
6 compliance with such model codes. 
7 Section .!:_tr;- Repeal of laws in conflict.--Any laws, 
8 ordinances, or resolutions now in existence in the 
9 unincorporated areas of Palm Beach County or in any 

10 municipality in Palm Beach County in conflict with this act 
11 are hereby repealed. 

12 Section 7. Enactment of lowe:c standa:cds. No unit of 
13 local gove:cnment shall enact an:y law lowering the standards of 
14 the model codes adopted pu:csuant to section 1. However, each 
15 u11it of local gover11ment ma:y adopt ordi11ances providing 
16 amendme11ts to modif:y or imp:cove the model codes, p:covided such 
17 ancendments are in compliance withs. 553.73, Plo:cida Statutes. 
18 Section 8. Code available. Each unit of local 
19 government shall have available fo:c public inspection in its 
20 principal office three copies of the model codes, together 
21 with a11:y amendments or revisions the:ceto. A:menchnents must be 
22 p:cinted or othe:cwise suitabl:y duplicated, and copies shall be 
23 available for sale at :ceasonable cost to the public. 
24 Section ~-97 Interpretations.--In the event of a 
25 dispute in the interpretation of the provisions of the Florida 
26 Building Code n,odel codes, or any amendments or revisions 
27 thereto, a building official, plans examiner, inspector, 
28 builder, contractor, owner, architect, or engineer may ask for 
29 an opinion from the board's Code Interpretation Committee. l,hg_ 
30 Code Interpretation Committee shall be comprised of each of 
31 the building official members of the board. 'fire request for 

4 

CODING:Words st:cicken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



ENROLLED 

2001 Legislature HB 917, Second Engrossed 

1 interpretation must come bl' agreement of Both parties to.the 

2 dispute must agree to seeking the advisory interpretation from 

3 the board. Said procedure opiuio11 may be conducted by 

4 telephone or other electronic means. A simple majority of the 

5 committee shall sustain an interpretation. Each building 

6 official member of the committee shall maintain a written 

7 record of the date and parties to the dispute. The 

8 interpretation shall not be binding upon the parties to the 

9 dispute. 

10 Section~~ Appointments.--

11 (1) The Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 

12 County shall appoint the Building Code Advisory Board of Palm 

13 Beach County and supply it with a meeting place, office 

14 supplies including stationery, legal counsel, technical staff, 

15 mechanical recording of its meetings, written transcripts of 

16 the minutes of its meetings, secretarial service, and storage 

17 space for its records. The board shall have 16 members, 

18 composed of 7 building officials, 1 from each commission 

19 election district, appointed from nominees submitted by the 

20 Building Official's Association of Palm Beach County; 7 

21 members appointed from nominees submitted by the Constructi~n 

22 Industry Management Conncil of Palm Beach Count.¥; 1 member who 

23 shall be a registered architect appointed from nominees 

24 submitted by the Palm Beach Chapter at the American Institute 

25 of Architects; and 1 member who shall be a professional 

26 engineer appointed from nomjpees subroitted by: tbe PaJro Beach 

27 Chapter ~f the Florida Engineering Society. By Jaunary 1, 

28 1991, the Board of Connty Co1tttnissioners of Palm Beach Connty 

29 shall appoint the fonr new members, two for 1 year terms and 

30 two for J l'ear terms. 'f'hereafter,All appointments shall be 

31 for a term of 3 yeprs. and each member shall serve until his -
5 
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1 or her successor is appointed. If a vacancy should occur 

2 before a term has expired, ,.t_he Board of County Commissionefl 

3 s_~all appoint a now rnerober within 60 days to complete the 

4 unexpired term. 

5 (2) Members shall be required to attend all regular 

6 and special meetings of the board. The chair chairm411 of the 

7 poard shall notify the Board of County Commissioners when~ 

8 piember accumulates three consecutive absences from the regular 

9 Eteetings or when a member fails to attend 50 percent of all 

10 ,!!leetings of the board during any 72-month pericuL On such 

11 notification, the member shall be removed by the Board of 

12 County Commissioners, and the Board of County Commissioners 

13 shall appoint a new member within 60 days to complete the 

14 unexpired term. The board shall hold meetings open to the 

15 public at least once in every calendar quarter, adopt rules 

16 and procedures procedure, and elect a chair chairman and vice 

17 chair chairman. A quorum of the board shall be 10 members, -18 with a concurring vote of 9 members required to approve any -19 action. 

20 Section 7. Authority.--The purpose of the ad:visor_y 

21 board is authorized to: 

22 .i!.2_ Advise units of local governments regarding-:-

23 (a) Future editions of the model codes and subsequent 

24 reconanendation to the board of count_y commissioners concerning 

25 countywide adoption. 

26 (b) Reconauendations on the adoption of administrative 

27 or technical amendments to the Florida Building Code model 

28 codes based on local conditions. 

29 J_~_l_-tct Advise local governments how construction code 

30 enforcement can be improved and standardized. 

31 

6 
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1 fil-tdr Advise local governments how to prevent the 

2 recurrence of disputes. 

3 .J.il-tet Advise local governments on evaluation of new 

4 and innovative materials, products, systems, or methods of 

5 construction for compliance with the Florida Building Code 

6 ncodel codes adopted pursuant to section 1, and any amendments 

7 or revisions thereto. 

8 (5) Act as the countywide compliance review board, 

9 pursuant to section 553.73(4) (b)7., Florida Statutes, 

10 notwithstanding the requirements contained therein to 

11 establish such review board by interlocal agreement. 

12 Section 8.tt-;- Product and system evaluation.--

13 (1) The board shall have the authority to evaluate 

14 1\DMINIS'l'RA'fION. Palm Beach County and each unit of local 

15 government within Palm Beach County shall have the option to 

16 direct inquiries concerning new or existing products or 

17 systems in accordance with section 553.842, Florida Statutes, 

18 and the Florida Building Commission's rules adopted thereunder 

19 to the board. 'fhe board 5hall act as a clearing house for new 

20 or different products or systems, by evaluating them based on 

21 the current ncodel codes and any amendments or revisions, being 

22 reconunended for adoption b:y the board. The board is 

23 authorized to may issue evaluation and compliance reports for 

24 products and systems found to be in compliance, as provided by 

25 policies established by the board. Recommendations and 

26 compliance reports of the board concerning new and existing 

27 products or systems shall be advisory in nature for the 

28 municipalities within Palm Beach County and shall not form the 

29 basis of a local or statewide approval pursuant to section 

30 553.842, Florida Statutes. 

31 
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1 (2) SPANDARDS. The evaluation of new and innovative 
2 materials, products, systems, or methods of construction shall 
3 be based on the Florida Building Code model codes adopted 
4 pm:suaut to section 1, and any amendments or revisions 
5 thereto. The types of construction, materials, systems, or 
6 methods of design referred to in the Florida Building Code 
7 model codes, and any amendments or revisions thereto, shall be 
8 considered standards of performance, quality, and strength. 
9 New or different types of construction, materials, or methods 

10 of design shall be at least equal to these standards for the 
11 corresponding use intended. For the purposes of determining 
12 compliance, the product's quality, strength, effectiveness, 
13 fire resistance, durability, safety, and control of 
14 installation shall be guides for consideration. 
15 (3) The board is authorized to establish policies and 
16 procedures necessary to conduct evaluation efforts, such as, 
17 but not limited to, applications, fees, renewals, and 
18 revocations.APPLICAPION PROCEDURE. 

19 (a) Applications for evaluation and compliance 
20 determination shall be made in accordance with the policy and 
21 procedures established by the board. If the application is 
22 for a type of structure or system, the application shall be 
23 accompanied by plans prepared by a design professional, 
24 together with supporting engineering calculations supporting 
25 the design. Applications for components, materials, or 
26 devices shall be accompanied by drawings, tests, and 
27 calculations, prepared by an engineer registered in the State 
28 of Florida, oi; other proof supporting the design. 
29 ibt- The board may employ the ·use of consultants to 
30 examine applications. A '!'he consultant shall-be a design 
31 professional with specific qualifications in the particular 
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1 that area of product or system analysis for which he or she is 

2· employed. 

3 -tct- The board may establish policies and procedures 

4 for the processing and review of requests for evaluation and 

5 compliance, including programs designed to monitor 

6 manufacturing, fabrication, or performance. The board o~ its 

7 designee may require calculations, tests, or opinions from 

8 design professionals, nationally recognized testing 

9 laboratories, or approved quality and assurance programs. 

10 (d) '!'he data shall be analyzed and evaluated for 

11 meeting the applicable performance standards. After receiving 
12 an evalnation report, the board shall issue a written 

13 reconanendation 011 the appropriateness of the product or system 

14 for use in Palm Beach County. All decisions or reports shall 
15 be forwarded to. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

:I:. 

2. 

3. 

'!'he 

'!'he 

'l'lre 

product control file. 

applicant. 

local bnilding departments. 

20 'l'lre written reconanendations of the board shall be advisory 

21 only. It is the responsibility of each applicant, contractor, 

22 or owner to submit individual permit applications for 

23 construction or installation to the appropriate unit of local 
24 government for specific appro11al or rejection. 

25 (4) PEES. A $500 minimnm initial application fee 

26 shall be paid by the applicant at the time of filing. In 

27 addition, the applicant shall be responsible for any cost the 

28 board may incur. Resubmissions after nufavorable 

29 recouanendations shall not require an additional initial filing 
30 fee nnless final action had been taken by the board. However, 
31 
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1 the applicant shall be required to pay any additional cost 

2 incurred by the board prior to final action. 

3 (5) DISPOSI'l'ION OF FEES AND EXPENSES. All moneys 
4 collected by the board shall be received, deposited, expeuded, 
5· and accounted for porsoant to law. 'fhe expenses of the 
6 advisory board, consolting fees, testing fees, and all other 
7 necessary and appropriate fees shall be paid by the board from 
8 the moneys collected. 

9 (6) DISAPPROVAL. Applications recommended for 

10 disappro"Val, during any phase of the re11iew process, shall be 
11 returned to the applicant in writing, stating the reasons for 
12 the reconuuendalion of disapproval. 

13 (7) REVOCA'fION. 

14 (a) At any time doring the valid term of a compliance 
15 report, the recommendation may be re"Voked and become noll and 
16 void for any of the following reasons. 

17 1. Monconformance with the model codes adopted 
18 porsoant to section 1, and any amendments or revisions 
19 thereto, or any sobseqoent opdates to soclr staudards which 
20 occur after the date of acceptance. 

21 2. De11iation from the design on which the 

22 recoum1endation of acceptance was based, doe to change, 
23 omission, or sobstitotion. 

24 3. Use of Ure product, components, system, or method 
25 not within the scope of the recouuuendation of acceptance. 
26 4. Unsatisfactory performance when subjected to actual 
27 conditions. 

28 5. Appearance of intolerable effects such as, bot not 
29 limited to, toxicity when associated with other materials. 
30 (b) Notification of revocation shall be provided to 
31 all persons having received the recouuuendation of acceptance. 

10 
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1 Revocations based on snbparagraph (a)l. or subparagraph (a)2~ 

2 n,ay be considered for reinstatement if the original applicant 

3 Sllbmits. 

4 1. Re"l1ised drawings, calculations, test reports, or 

5 other information to the satisfaction of the board. 

6 

7 

8 

2. Payment of a $50 review fee. 

3. Payment of additional costs incurred by the board. 

9 3ubmittals for revisions shall bear the revised date and shall 

10 be processed as a new application. Revised reports 

11 reconanended for approval shall be identified to indicate the 

12 revised date, however, the submittal shall maintain the same 

13 expiration date. 

14 (0) RENEWAL. One year from the date of acceptance and 

15 every year thereafter, or upon the adoption of new codes, 

16 amendments, revisions, or standards, the board shall ask the 

17 original applicant whether he desires the evaluation and 

18 compliance report to be renewed. Failure of the applicant to 

19 respond within 30 days shall cause the report or approval to 

20 be automatically canceled. An applicant desiring the report 

21 or approval to be renewed shall submit a $200 fee. '!'he 

22 applicant shall also be responsible for any additional cost 

23 incurred b_y the board prior Lo final action. 

24 Section 2. If any provision of this act or the 

25 application thereof to any person or circumstance is held 

26 invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or 

27 applications of the act which can be given effect without the 

28 invalid provision or application, and to this end the 

29 provisions of this act are declared severable. 

30 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a 

31 law. 
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