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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to approve reimbursement of attorney's 
fees and costs in the amount of $13,634.64, incurred by Commissioner Marcus in 
successfully defending charges filed against her before the Florida Commission on Ethics. 

Summary: Charges were filed against Commissioner Marcus with the Florida Commission 
on Ethics alleging certain conflicts of interest. The Ethics Commission dismissed the 
charges on October 19, 2007. This motion is consistent with County Policy, PPM CW-F-
057, which authorizes the County Administrator to request reimbursement on behalf of 
present and former County Officials who prevail in actions brought before the Florida 
Commission on Ethics, provided the matter was connected to an official County function 
and in furtherance of a public purpose. District 1 (LB) 

Background and Justification: The Ethics Commission determined there was no 
probable cause to believe that the Commissioner solicited a donation for her favorite 
charity in exchange for a favorable vote on a zoning matter which benefited the donor. As 
the charges filed against the Commissioner involved the exercise of her official public 
duties, she is entitled to have her fees and costs paid in connection with defending the 
resulting action before the Florida Commission on Ethics. This request complies with the 
PPM on the subject, which was drafted pursuant to Board direction and approved in 1995. 
This request is also consistent with common law, which provides that the County may pay 
costs incurred by public officials in successfully defending lawsuits that arise out of the 
performance of their official duties. Payment will be made to Commissioner Marcus as 
reimbursement for fees the Commissioner paid for legal services. 

Attachments: 

1. Invoice from Sachs & Sax 

Approved by: ----~-------==::....>..,,,L'-----::_-_-_-:_-: __ \1=+-'Ji+-~~~-----
County Adminisirator tiate 



II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Fiscal Years 

Capital Expenditures 
Operating Costs 

External Revenues 

2007 

13,635 

Program Income (County) __ 
In-Kind Match (County) 

NET FISCAL IMPACT 13,635 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) __ 

Is Item Included in Current Budget? 

2008 2009 2010 

Yes ___x_ No __ 

2011 

Budget Account No.: Fund 0001 Department 760 Unit 7601 Object 3125 

Reporting Category __ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

C. Departmental Fiscal Review: _____________ _ 

Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Development and Control Comments: 

OFMB 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

THIS SUMMARY IS NOT TO BE USED AS A BASIS FOR PAYMENT. 
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11/04/2007 22:39 5619975633 SAO-lS SAX KLEIN ACCT 

Karen Marcus 
920 Evergreen Drive 
WcstPalm Beach, FL 33408 

Sachs& Su 
Attorney• at Law 

Suitc4l50 
JOI Yamatll Rood 

Qa,a)I-, FL3J431 
Tel 561 -9!14-4499 / FIP< S6 I-994-4995 

October 3 I, 2007 

(T) Ethics Commission Case #417..-039 

679J 00001 RDR 

Total Billed Amount: 
Total Payments Received: 

Net balance forward 

BILLING SUMMARY 

ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGE 

TOT AL CHARGES FOR nns BILL 
NET BALANCE FORWARD 

TOTAL BALANCE NOW DUE 

ATTACHMENT 1 

Bill Number 100045 
Billed 1hrough I 0/3112007 

$13,634.64 
$13,634.64 

S0.00 

S0.00 

$0.00 
S0.00 

SO.DO 

nns STATEMENT IS ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT ANO A CONFll)£NTIAL ATTORNEY-CJ.JENT C0"™1JNICATJON. 
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