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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Motion and Title: Staff requests Board direction on draft FY08 State 
Legislative Program. 

Summary: Staff requests the Board's review of the draft FY08 State Legislative 
Program, which includes issues that have been submitted by Board members and 
County staff, and identification of legislative and appropriation priorities. The Legislative 
Program outlines the issues that the County's Legislative Affairs Department in 
conjunction with the County's lobbying team will be working on for the Board in the 
upcoming Legislative Session. Countywide (DSW) 

Background and Justification: Each year, the Board of County Commissioners 
adopts a program of legislative and appropriation priorities for the upcoming Legislative 
Session. The legislative program will be reviewed at a meeting with the Legislative 
Delegation on December 19, 2007. Input from the Legislators will help us identify 
sponsors for bills and funding requests, and evaluate the feasibility of gaining legislative 
approval of issues and appropriations. The FY08 State Legislative Session begins 
March 4, 2008 

Attachments: 

1. Draft FY08 State Legislative Program 

---------- - -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Recommended by: 
Date 

Approved By: ~ ,0(/1/L---,.~-- - -, 
Assis ant CountyAdministrator 



II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Fiscal Years 

Capital 
Expenditures 
Operating Costs 

External Revenues 

Program Income (County) 
In-Kind Match (County) 

NET FISCAL IMPACT 

2006 

No. ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) __ 

Is Item Included In Current Budget? Yes __ No _ _ _ 
Budget Account No.: Fund ___ Department __ Unit 
Object ___ Reporting Category _ _ _ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

C. Departmental Fiscal Review: 

Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Dev. and Control Comments: 
There is no fiscal impact associat ed wtth this agenda item. 
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B. 
,, -~ 

Legal Sufficiency: \\ 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

REVISED 9/03 
ADM FORM 01 

Contract Dev. and Control 

(THIS SUMMARY IS NOT TO BE USED AS A BASIS FOR PAYMENT.) 



l. 
2. 
3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

Palm Heach Cmm,y 
Board of County Commissioners 

fry 2008 PROPOSll:D STATE l_,lfGISLA'flVE PROGRAM. 

Lal,e Region Water Treatment Plant (Water & l1.:m,fro11111ent) 
l Jnfunded Mandates/Cos(· Shifts (Loc,d Control) 
Fiscally Consfrained Counties/Cost Shifts 

Lake Worth Lagoon Partnership Grant Program (Wt1ter .i E11viro11me11t) 
Bcad1 & Inlet Mirnagemcnt Project Appropriations (Wu/er & f..'11vfronmeut) 
Chain of Lakes Restoration (Water & E11viro11111eut) 
SR 7l0, SR 7 and Congress Avenue (frmuport11tio11) 
UMV ll'adlity Service/Mounts Botanical Garden (1'rnm,portL1tio11) 
,hrvenile Assessment Ceu•·cr (P11hlic S,~fe(,,) 
Ghtdes Region Agricuhurnl t•rngrnm 

Legishifivc Pdo.-ilies 

11. Traffic Safety Phot'o Enforcement (Public Safe(),) 
12. Grow th Management and lnfrnstrnch1e 
13. S•rntegic fotennodal Sydem Funding 
14. Insurance Covernge fm· Autism 
15. A•·•iclc V (P11blic S,~fety) 
16. Invasive Plant Spcdcs 

$ 3,500,000 

$ 5,250,000 
$ 7,298,793 
$ 1,500,000 
$ 19,000,000 
$ 1,900,000 
$ 400,000 
$ 350,000 

17. 'fnmspor iution Disadvantaged Programs/ l•'.S. Ch11L 427 aml Medicaid Non-ltmergency 
Trnnspo1·talion Jl'uuding (Jle"lth Care) 

18. Soulh Ji'lodda Regional Transportatio11 Authority 
19. All>S Testing for Jail Detainees (lle"lth Care) 
20. Tnrnma Care for Individuals in Multi County Areas (Hedltlt Gire) 
21. Towing Bill (Co11s11mer Ajjilir1) 

22. Gi,s Tax Indexing/ Gas Tax l•'unding for Hoating Improvement (l,owl Control) 
23. J»uhlic Marina/Working Waterfront/Affordable Housing l'rof)erty Tax Dift'erenlial 
24. Govcrnmenlal Indemnification 
25. Planning Zoning & Hnilding lssues /Civil Citations 
26. Aiqwrt Issues 



An.uropri!tion Su1wor t Issues 

27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 

I ,ouhatchec River Initiative (Water & Em,iromnent) 
Lalu~ Okccchohec Scenic 'frail (Wttter & t'uvirommmt) 
Florida Forever and ICverglades Restoration (W11ter & E11vfronme11t) 
» . .ili.c Wor1'11 P.ark of Commerce 

31. West Nile Prcvention/Mosquih) Confro• 

32. Water Reservations (Wtiter & EuvinmmeH,) 
33. Total Maximmn Daily Lo.,d Progrnm OJ/titer & l!:m1irtmme11i) 

$ 3,3201000 
$ 1,610,000 

$ 500,000 

34. Water Conservalion and Mandatory Raie Structures fo1· Public l Jlilities (W11ter & 
En viromne11c) 

35. Stem Cell Rcscm·cl1 
36. Hurricane Relief Issues 
37. l?ircworlc Safety Local Ordinances (Public S,!f'e(y) 
38. Entequ·ise Zone Boundaries 
39. Deadly Force Definition/ l Jse of Dart lifriug Shm G1ms (Public Safety) 
-U>. Animal CaM·e & Cont ml (Pr,blic St!f'ety) 
41. State Library Funding (Wor~f'ol'ce & Etl11c11tion) 
42. Scanner I ,aw 

43. Definition of a (lanu/Dumf)ing of Manure (Agric11lt11re) 
44. 1:tctinobfastoma (lle11/tl, Cttre) 



/>a/m Bet1ch County'.>' Top Prfo,-itiel· - 2008 Legislttiil1e Se~sion 

Lake Reg!Q!LWate~· Treatm~nt Plant 
$3,500,000 

BACKGROUND: Tl1t: Lake Region Water Treatment Plc1nt is a to mgd revtrse osmosis water 
treallmml facility that will utilize an allernaliw water supply, the 1:1oridan Aquiler, as a soun.:e of 
water, repladng the: three aging. surface water treatment plants that are ow11ed by lhe cities of 
Bdh: (ila1k, Palwkc:e, aud South !lay. Ec1ch of these facilities has been 1.111der conseut orders i11 
the past duel() pOIH water quality. 

I lurrica11es have severely affected water supply due lo shilli11g water levels, sediment 
suspension, and massive fish kills. In 2005, Lake Okeechobee was plagued by c1lgal blooms 
some of which were suspected to be loxic blue-green algae. From a public policy perspt:ctive, 
building oue regional pla11l rather than fonding three separaw plc1111s makes heller e<.:onomic 
sense as a co11sc:qucn<.:e of the ecouomies of scak. 

Using reverse osmosis treatme11 l of the brackish l•foridan Aquifor instead of Lake Okeechobee 
wc1ler will frte up wal<.:r for rc:sloratio11 of the Evcrgl.,1des ec;osystem and assisl the South Florida 
Water Managemenl l)istricl i11 rnetliug mi11imum flows a11d levels in I ,akt:: Okeechobee. The 
I.R WTP will produce a very high quality drinki11g water supply for Lhe cities of Belle Oladc, 
Pahokee, and South Bay. This $58 million proje<.:t (Treatment Plant, Pipeline, Supply Wells, and 
Deep Well lnjectiou Disposal Well) is partially funded through grant funding. The LRWTP is 
located within a State of Florida Rural Area of Crilical Economic Concern under 1:1orida 
Executive Orckr Number O 1-26. 

Palm 1-kach County requests a total of $3.5 111illio11 from the State of Florida Legislature for the 
l .RWTP. Pal111 Beach County rccdved $1.5 million in 2007 and $4.0 million in 2006, bringing 
the lolal Hinds received from Stale appropriation to $5.7 million. The total wst of the project i.s 
apprnxi111ately $58.0 million and includes contributions froi11 Palm Beach ( '011111y ($12.5 
million), the Sl•WMD ($11.1 miJlion), Stale appropriation ($4.2 million), the Florida Department 
of linviro11men1c1I Prote<.:tion ($2.8 million), foctcral funding support ($0.8 million) and foderal 
funding authuriza1io11 ($7.5 milliou). Approximately $17.6 million is still 11e1.:dcd lo co111plete 
the fonding for this project. 

PlJnro~m: Obtain fonding for the Lake Region Water Treatment Plant for co11slruction of the 
new regional water plant. 

BENEFlT : The Lake Hegiou Water Treatmenl Plant would provide clean drinking water for the 
cities of Pahokee, South Bay, and Belle Glade in the Western region of Palm Beach County and 
provide additional water availabilily lo Everglades Restoration. 

Fon MOili!: INl•'OH.MAT!ON: 
Con lad: Bevin Beaudtl, Director, Water U lilities Department 56 I /693-600 I 



Palm Be11ch Cmmty '3• Top Prio,.ilies - 2008 Legis/11tive Sessio11 

Unfunded Mandates/ Cos•· Shit'!s 

HACl((;ROUND: The Stale Legblature has frequently passed lcgislatio11 that compels local 
governmc11ls 10 provide a service, program, or bc.uelit without providing the appropriate h111di11g 
or a t\.111ding soun.:e. This compromises local governments' ability lo provide services requested 
by their local comnn111i ties by diverting resources to these stale-(tirecled, 11nh.111ded mandates or 
cost shifts. l11 addition, as more and more mandates are created, local governments are fat.:ed 
with the burden of using local tax dollars to tinance functions which they have littk control over. 

Qni tc o11en legislat ion is passed and these burdens to lot.:al goven11ne11l are overlooked or 
ignored. During the '.WO l Legislatiw session, tht kgislalurie shifted two days of funding 
responsibility lo the wunties for funding Medicaid patienl care. This amounted to a $7 I 5,000 
stale to county t.:usl shill for Pal111 Beach ( 'ouuty. During Ille 2003 legislative :;ession, a mandate 
wets placed upon Palm Beach County, despik repealed objections from the county, to fund over 
$4,200,000 for the operational aud capital 1.:xpenses assodatt:d with the creatio11 of the Regional 
Transi t Authori ty. The 2004 legislature imposed a $4,800,000 cost shili to Palm Beach Counly 
I<> pay l'i.H cosls associated with Juvenile .lu!-Jtice pretrial disposition. In 2007, l:ounlies were 
mandated lo provide elections li.mding for the replat.:ement of touchscreen voling machines, as 
well as, 11.mding lo provide space for new wnl'lict coun!-Jel o tlices. Th<:: slate must do a better job 
of lrutltfully identifying costs lo local govenm1ents when passing new legislation and mus! 
provide h111di11g or a fl111di 11g sourc1,; for every legislalive ini.tiative that imposes a cost on 
cotmtks. Palm lkach County will oppose new unfunded mandates and u111lmded slate to county 
cost slii lh. 

!~illfPOS,E: To improve the slate' s 11,;cognition of the costs imposed hy untlinded mandates 
and cost shihs, and lo properly fund any new legislalion which will create costs at Lhe local level. 

Dl!:Nl!~Fff: tniniinating uufonded mandates is legislatively rtsponsible and will ensure that 
local governments can plan more dfoctivcly to provide the .most basic services lo llteir citizens. 

11·on MORI[ fNl.fORMATION: 
Contacl: Richard Roherls, Din:clor, Ollke of 1"i11ancial Management & l3udget 561/355-2580 
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l 1alm Bem:h Cmm(v 's r"P Ptioritie.~ -· 20()8 Legi~llltive SesJim, 

!fiscally {;2.ustrained Counties/Pron~rty Tax RefQrm Cost Shifis 

HACKGIH)UND: During the 2006 legislative session, JIB 293 shifted future fonding growth 
i11 corn111u11ica1io11s tux revenue from cities and counties to hind fiscally co11strained couuties. 
This amounled lo a cost shin of approximately $1.2 million to Palm Beach County and its 
municipalities. The original funding source in the legislation was general revenue dollars; 
however, lhal source was dwng_ed duriug tht last weeks of se::.sion. This change in revenue 
source has unfairly shilled money away from 111a11y of the most co11slrained ci ties in lht Stale, in 
particular, the cities of Belk Glade, South Bay and Pahokee in Palm Beach County and diverted 
them to other cou11lies in the stale. Ironically, rnauy or the fiscally constrained counlie::; thal 
bcudit from this new funding are i11 far better financial shape then those above mentioned 
munidpalities. 

Duriug the '2007 Special Ses::;io11 n, the legislature pa::;sed a property lax reform hill that provided 
protections In the foca lly constrained counties fro111 po1e111ial loses in revenue caused by the 
passage of the constitutional amcudment 011 properly laxes. II is lhe County's posilion to s11pporl 
approprialio11s that pn::servc the fina11cial capacity of fiscally i..;onstrained counlies in a manner 
that does not replace or reduce existing programs and reveuues fi.>r small rural counties aud lhal 
doe::; 1101 divert fi.111ds from other counties or cilits. his imp\>rl'anl for the lcgislatun~ to develop a 
dedicated reve11uc: source l<>r these counties. In doing so, ii is suggcsled that tht legislature 
consider bul not li111il !hose putenlial l'\mding sources fur fi::;ca lly constrained cotmlics lo 
recurring general revenue, documentary stamp revenues, and Department of Agriculture Trust 
Frn1d::;. 

PlJ!!fOSI~: To rnaint.ain fiscally constrained fonding programs and commitments by fonding 
it from a revc11ue source that does not divert funds from other cities and counties and restoring 
the di verled teleco111111unica1ions n:veuue lo lhe affected countie!:i. 

HEN!;FMT : Cities and Co11nlies hope: to reverse the. i..;omrnunicalions co:sl shift from 2006 by 
suhstilllling the current funding !;Ource with general revenue dollars in an effort tu restore Josi 
revenues and lo eusure that foture funding is not diverted from these governmental entities. 

l!'OR MOlU£ lNll'OUMATION: 
Contact: Richard Roherls, Director, Otficc: of li'inancial Manage1nent & Budgtl 561/355-2580 
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Appropritttiom· PriorUieJ - 2()0.8 

Lake \YQrlli ,Lagogn Parh1ew·shin Grant Progra•!! 

$5,250,000 

D_t\Cl(GHOlJND: The Lake Worlh Lagoon, which slretchcs 20 miles from Norlh Palm Beach 
Lo Boynton Beach, has becm sul~jecled lo pollution and habitat destruction for decacks. The 
Board of County Commissiom~rs and the Florida Departmeut of Environmental Prot.eclion have 
endorsed a plau to restore the lagoon, including restoration of seagrasses and mangroves, 
removal of muck and nm-o lf control projects. Revitalizing this importa11l waterbody will 
provide long-Lenn tnvironrnental, rc1.:rtalio11al amt economic belldlls to the region. Slate, 
federal a11d 101.:al moih.:y is being sought to help implemtnt this plan. 

The management plan identific~ a project to foster community involvt:ment by offering a cust
share program lo municipalities a11d other digible eut.ities for the benefi t of Lake Wort.h Lagoo11. 
This project has bt:<.:ome a reality through implcmenlation of the I .ake Worth Lagoon Partnership 
Ora11t Program. 'l'ht: program uses Stale dollars appropriated by tht legislature and managed by 
Palm Beach County lo hind cons1ruction projects 10 he11efil the I .agoon. Projeds are selected 
through a competitive process i:tpproved by the Lake Worth Lagoon Steeriug Commit.tee. Each 
Statc dollar is 1natcht:d al the local level 011 a minimum 50:50 cost-share basis. Through this 
program, over $15.8 million in State fitnds and $3"/.2 millio11 in lo<.:al fonds have been dedicated 
to restoriug lht I ,agoon. h>rty-three projects lo date have bet:11 completed that included 
~ton11water draiuage improve111e11ls, habitat rcstora1io11 and enhancement, marina sewage 
pu111po111 facility, artificial reef construction, and 111cmiloring. 111 2007, a $3.5 million Stale 
c:1pproprialion was n.::ccived for thi::, pn~jcct. 

PURPOSE: Obtain ti.mding of $5.2.5 million to help implcmt:nt lhe I ,ake Worth Lagoon 
Pc1rtnership Uraut Program . 

. 1U!:l'•H!:i1'IT: i"u11ding will help restore tht: Lake Worth Lagoon as a valuable public resourct:. 

l1'0n MOIU: m••'OHMATlON; 
Contact: Rkhard Walesky, Diredor, Environnwntal Resources Management 561-233-2400 

4 



Appmpriatio,u Priorities - 2()()8 

IJeach and Inlet Management Project Am1roorialio11s 
$7,298,793 

l)ACK( illOtJN0l Florida 's beaches are lhe # I tourist atlraction in lhe stale. Their i111porla11ce 10 
the lourisrn industry make them key components of our economy. Add itionally, their role in providing 
upland property protection against slonn damage is critical. Ernsion has been declared by the Legislalun:: 
a:s a serious 11u.!11ac1.: to the economy and the ge11eral welfan: of the state. 

S late fonding is critical for the n:storalh)n and maintenance of Palm Beach County's beaches. Through 
the Shnrt:line Protection Program, the Counly is ahle l o provide publidy accessible beaches, help 
111a intai11 the louris t-hased economy iitHI protect upland properly . A dedkated source of t\1ndi11g for beach 
and inlet management projects was established in I 998 from the dounnentary stamp tax revenue. The:: 
lt:gis lat.ure l1as 1.:stablished intent ll> appropriate $30 million annually ($25 million in FY 2008) in certain 
dm:u111e11tary stamp tax revenues to the Ecosystem 111anageme11l and Restoration Trust hmd for the 
purposes o f bead, preservation aud repair. The County is rc,111es1ing inclusion of lhe following Pah11 
Beach Counly shore proleclio11 pn~jects i11 the State' s Fiscal Y c:ar 2008/09 Beach Erosion Control 
Pn,gra111. 

Prnject 
-------,---------.--- ·-- --.------.-------~-----,---- - ---, 

l•edernl Slate County C ity Tolal 

$243,000 $203,500 $203,500 $0 $650,000 J upiter/Carli11 Shore Prolectio11 

.Proje~!-------------t----:--t---:----t----:-----1 
Ju110 01.:ach Shore Protection P roject $0 $75,000 $75,000 $0 $150,000 

S inger Is la11d Slion: Protection 
Pr~jecl 

$0 $5,867,200 $9,332,800 $0 $1 5,200,000 

South Palm Deai.;h Shore Protection $0 $362,500 $2 17,500 $ 145,000 $214,500 
, ____ - - ------·- ----t------t··- ·----1----- - -----+-----tf--- ----1 

South Lake Worth fulet Ma11age111e11t $0 $681 ,000 $681 ,000 $0 $1,362,000 
-·- ----------I-

Ocean Ridge Shore Protection P roject $72,875 
t----------t'-·-·------··-

$28,875 $28,875 $0 $1 25,000 

1-C-.. -0-11-nt_y_w--i-dt:-, -M-1->nito,:i-n·g------748,504 c- $80,718 -·· ----- -
$85,278 $0 

t--------
$2 14,500 

·-------------···-·-t-:-----+------+-------1-
Total lle<111est: $16-1,379 $7,298,793 $ 10,623,953 $ 145,000 $17,916,000 

PlJRPOSli:: These projects are parl of Palm l3each Co1111ty' s ongoi11g bead, 111a11agtane11t and shor~ 
protection c:fforts. 

BiENl!:lflT: The restoration and 111ai11tena11ce of Palm Beach County ' s beaches provides a positive 
e~:01H)rn ic impact, storm protect ion for uplands, and recreation benefits for the citi,ens ,)f the County and 
the Stali-. 

- •'01{ MOIU!'. INFORMATION: 
C onlai.;t: Richard E. Walesky, Director, Environmental Resoun:1;:s Ma11ageme111 561/233-2400 

5 



Appn>prilttimu Priorities -10()8 

Chain of ta:!{es Restoration 
$J,500,000 

HACKG!iOUND: The Chain of I ,akes, in Palm Beach County, covers 30 miles from Wesl 
Palm lkach lo Delray Beach, and con:;isls of five lakes: Pine, Clarke, Osborne, Ede11 and Ida. A 
Chain of Lakes Management Plan was approved by the Palm Beach Cou11ly Board of County 
Commissioners lo provide fish and wildlifo habitat along the lake: shorelines, improve water 
quality, reduce slonnwater discharges, aud promote public outreach and education. Projects 
eompkled under thi:; Plan, and wilh Stale apprnprialions, indude creation of over 011e mile of 
shoreline habitat, restoration or over LO acres of high quality wcllands, and dredging IJ0,000 
<.;11bic yards or 11111ck sedi111en1s. Since Fall 2007, a1101her signiticanl wetland resloratio11 projecl 
has been under wnstruclion within Lake Osborne. Utilizing state and local funds, the projecl 
will create/n.:slore over 100 acres of shorelini.; aud hardwood wetlands. Muck s~dimenls wi ll be 
removed to provide substrale for sub1111::rged native plants that will provide tbheries habitat and 
£mprove water quality. 

During lhe 2007 legislative sessiou, $750,000 was appropria1ed for lhe Chain of I ,akes 
res1ora1io11 projecls. Stale fonds will be 11Lilizcd for construction of 3 new projects to provide 
wetland n.:sloralion, shoreline enhancemeuts, muck removal, and slormwaltr manageme111 
improvements. 

Jl'l.Htl'OSl!:: Obtai11 funding or$ 1.5 111illion lo implement slonnwaler and ri;sloration projecl s 
ideulifted in the Chain of Lakes Managernenl Plan. 

Bl£Nl!:FIT: Habital resloralion and water quality projects will provide fisheries and wildlife 
habitat, enhance recreational oppor11111i1ies and increase necessary stormwaler and septic 
rdrofils. 

Jl'()J.l M OlUt INVOl:tMATION; 

Contact: Richard Waksky, Director, Environmental Resources Managemenl 561/233-2400 
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Appmp1·i1ttimu Priotitie.)· -20()8 

Tr]!nm_ortation Fnndinu: Sn 7H), SI~ 7 and Congress Avenue ffi!! 807) 
$ t 9 ,0002000 

Widening of S!{ 710 - $51000,000: In 2006, Palm Beach County received a portion 01· 1he 
S.IS allocation for SR 710 right-of-way acquisi tion from Militc1ry Trail lo Wt::;t of Congress 
A venue. The Cnuuty is requesting $5 million for the c1cquisition of needed properties c1s 
estirnalt::d by fl )0'1' for FY 08- 10. By accelerating ROW acquisition, cost savings will be 
r~a!i:Led from increasing properly values and funding Ci:ln be allocated for wuslruction. Stale 
Road 'JI O provides access lo the Porl llf Pc1lm Beach, an intermodal hub. lt also provides access 
lo Riviera Beach, au area with a m~jor redevelopment projecl underway that will provide 
sig11ificc.1nt economic be11cfits to the county and ri.;gion. 

Most imporlanlly, the wideni11g of SR 710 will provide safer driving condilio11s for many 
motorist::; that share this roadway with heavy duty commercial trucks thal operate in and around 
the Port. Economic Development in this region will be enhanced by the expansion of 
trauspurtation infraslrul:ture and addilional features will provide safer driving wnditions for all 
motorists. 

Extension of Sfafe Road 7 - $4,0Q01000: Stale Road 7/lJS441 eurreully extends from the 
Mia111i area to Okeechobee Boulevard in Palm Beach County. The Cou11ty is coustructing a 
roadway northward from its c111-rt11t terminus that can serve c.1s an extension of SR 7 t.o 60ih St reel 
as a rdkver mad fr>r the Acreage. FDOT is currently completing a Projeel Developme11l a11ll 
Environmental (PDE) study for the extension of SR 7 to Northlake Boulevard. The area under 
sludy is i11 the vicinity of environmentally sensitive lands. The ( :011nty is seeking funds of $4 
million for the projed design. 

Congr·css Avenue (SR 807) from Lantana Road to Melaleuca Lane -
$ I 0.10002000 

Palm Beach County previously agreed in pri11ciple lo assu1ne the re::;ponsibilily of conslruct ing 
this slate road in an d'forl t.o expedite the schedule. The County also agreed to assume 
respousibility for the road after the constniction was completed. Th<.: project was initially 
thought to cost between $6-$8 million, and the FOOT and MPO sewral years ago showed this 
money as part of the 2008 work program. l.t was estimated that no right of way or mitigation 
would be required. Suhseque11tly, with the County doing the design, it was delenni11ed that. righl 
of way would need lo be al:quired, and mitigation would also be needed. With the associated 
co11struction l:ost irn.:reases bel:ause of the current enviro1une11l, it is estimated that the entire 
project will now cost $18-$20 mi.Ilion. This additional money is not currently in the MPO/FDOT 
work program, but the Couuty will be requesting it be added al the December meeting. This link 
is c11n enlly overcapacity and indudes the fi-ontage of one of our 1n~jor hospitals JFK. 

Ji'OR MOlUt lNFORMATION: 
Contact: Randy Whitfield, Director, Metropolitan Plan11i11g Organization 561/684-4170 

George Webb, County Engineer · 561/355-2006 
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Appropriatimu· 1>1·iorilies -2()()8 

QIV,!V Facilify Service/Mo11111ts Botanical Gardens 
$1,900,000 

HACK GROUND: Currently, the Departrnenl of Motor Vehicles licensing building is located on 
a parcel of land thi:il sits on the northeast corner of Mounts Botanical Gardens. The garden exists 
to support the educational mission of the Palm l..kad1 County Cooperative Extc:usion Service 
whose office b ad_iacent to the Garden and the DMV fadlity. The Garden has extc11sive 
collc:ctions of 11aliv1:: and exotic ilrees, shrubs, tlowers, and grasses that are used for leaching, 
display, research and conservation. 

In 1991 , a design team was asked to prepare a mastt:r plan fr>r thc.; 11otanical Gardens that would 
enable it to expand and be used as an important teaching and research arm fi)r the agriculture 
community in Palm Beach County. Under this Master Plan, the wrrent site of the DMV office 
would be1,;0111e an integral part of the Botanical Gardens future: Educatio11 Center. 

In order to ulili:.c,e the current DMV location, a new building would have lo be com,tructed to 
replace the aging facility. DMV estimates figure a new ''turn key" 8375 square foot building 
would cost approximaldy $225/square foot for a replacemeut total before land costs of 
$ l ,900,000. The building site is on land thal can either be exchanged or grault:d for other 
property to the DMV by Palm Bec:1ch (\)unty. 

In au dforl to alleviate congestion at existing DMV facilities throughout the County and to 
improve: customer service al those facilities, additional en1ployees should be assigned lo work al 
current DMV locatious. Also the Legislature should encourage the Deparl1m:nl t.o work 
creatively with existing businesses to provide satdlite DMV locations for expanded st:rvice. 

PlJ RPOSE: To sc:cure hmdiug lo repli:lce the existi11g Deµartme11l of Motor Vehicks for the 
future expansio11 of the Mounts Botanical Gardens Agriculture Education ( 'enter. To increase 
clficie11cy al c111Te111 and l\1ture DMV faci lities. 

RENl!~l•'IT: The expansiou of the Mounts Oota11ical Uardeu will allow for co11lim1ed Leaching 
and re.search of agriculture in Palm Beach County. The new l)MV facility will replace the 
cunent agiug and outdated building. 

F'On MOIUG INltORMAlTON: 
Contact: flrad Merriman, Assistant County Administrator 561 /355-4019 
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Appropritltim, l'tforilies - 2008 

,Juyenifo As~~ssmcnt Cent'cr {.JAC) 
$400,000 

UACK(;t.t()lJND: The current Juvenile Assessment Center is c1 shared resource between the 
Depariment of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), Palm Beach County, the State Allorm:y, PBC School 
District a11d other loc.:11 pruviders. The l)JJ leases the space from PBC Deparlmtnl of Ai rports for 
$250,962 annually with an c:1dditional $1 28,000 l<)r maintena11ce and utilities. The DJ.I then 
subleases space lo the School Distrid ($57,600), Stale Attorney ($33,600), and nonprofit 
providers ($27,600) am111ally. 

The Deparl11H.:nl of Airports is required lo terminate their leasc with the l)JJ al:cording to the 5-
ytar pla11 il>r the airport properly. Although lite current lt:asc is due lu expire Ju11e 30, 2008, the 
Deparlmenl of Airports has offered an additional three year ltase lhrough June 2011. Florida 
Statute 985.69 provides a local option lo 4.,;reale a Juvenile Assessment Center but there is 110 

111a11dale or slate h111ding to supporl lht physical slructure. 

PURPOSE: To ameud Chapter 985 of the florida Statues to support Stale fu11ding for a Juvenile 
Assessmenl Cc:nter, whose purpose is lo provide an array of assessme11t services for juveuiles 
upon initial enlry into the Justice System for more effective t:ase planning. Additionally, supporl 
the Depar1111ent of Juvenile Justice's $25.3 million Capital lmprnvemenl Plan re(Jllesl for the 
design and building of a new unnplex that would house both the new Juveuile Assessment 
Center and Juvenile Dete11lion Center. The iuilial $400,000 requc;sl if for lhe planning stage of 
the Capital Improvement Plan. 

Bl!:Nl£FITS: The Juvenile Assessment Ce111er was l)riginally created lo reduce law enforcement 
time prol:essing yo111hh1I offenders. Co-local iou of partners and services such as assessments of 
risk and lreal111cnt needs, i11lake and probatio11, deliuqueucy diversion servi(.;tS and substance 
abuse assessmenls allows the 4.,;enltr lo serve as a one-slop for yo111 hand families . 

. FOR MORI!'. INFORMATION: 
Co11tact: Mkhad Rodriquez, Director, Criminal Justice Commission, 561/355-23 14 
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Appropri1tlimu PrioritieJ -2()()8 

Glades R~giou Agricultural Pt·ogram 
$350,000 

UACK(;ROt/ND: 
The Economic Development Office is seeking $350,000 to develop an agricultural business 
training progrnm tc.>r small growers located in the economically depressed Glades region. 
Program participants will learn 10 use several hydroponic sysletHs to grow alternative and 
specially crops, then dlecti vdy package, nrnrket and dislrilHlle the resultiug prnduce. This 
program will consist of cstin1aled eight-week sessions duriug a three-year period, various 
instructors will familiarize a11 estimated I 00 students with the e11tire process from seedling lo 
harvest, environmental and consumer issues, customer service/hospitality trai11ing, and b11si11ess 
plam1ing, including forn1alion of a grower cooperative, ifoancillg, site/equipment selection and 
developme111, packaging, marketing and distribution. Anticipated markets iHclucte hospitals, 
nursing homes, hotels, caterers and n:staurants, large employers such as the School District, 
existing Green111arkets, and a pending year-round Public Markel. The goal is to stimulme 
developmenl or expa11sio11 of 15 smc:tll agricultural businesses within the Hm~e-year project. 
timeframe. Recruitment of stud1=nts and inslructlH's and site seledion will involve collaboralio11 
with growers' orga11i:t:alions as well as the Schuol District of PBC, the Universily of filorida, and 
other interested educational iuslitutions that offer agriu1llural iustrudion. 

hrnds obtained from the slate will assisl in instructors' tees, classroom space rental, design foes 
based 011 the seleclt::d site, and capital costs of pmchasing/ installing structurns and equipment 
such as :,;hadc l10uses, mist bonses, sile devdupment indudiug utililies/infraslruclu.-e a11d 
parking, pelkstria11 paths, landscaping, foucing, lighting and other security measures. Marketing 
and sales of produce will support lite project's continued operation. Because the site selected 
will be located in lhe Glades area, it will also be designed to serve as a potential destination for 
visitors to the Lake Okeechobee Scenic Trail and lo t\Jrther u11going comnu1nily revitafo.a liou 
efforts. 

PURPOSE: To support and expaud revitalization efforts in the eco11omically depressed Olades 
region with an agricultural program for small and ethnic growers. 

Bl!:N f£W4'1'f: Support of local agriculture programs and stimulation of economic development in 
the Glades Region. 

l1'0R 1\10!~1!'. !l'JFORMATlON: 
Contact: Kevin Johns, Director, llco11omic Devdopme11t, 561/355-3624 
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Traffic Safety Photo Enfon~emcnt - ·---- - --- ----- -

llACKGIHHJNO: Red light rnnning has become a dangerous problem across lhe nation aud in 
Palm Beach County. Local data shows thal accidents caused by disregarding a traffic signal an:: on 
th~ rise, and have higher l"illality and injury rates. This reflects a national trend of incn~ased red 
light running and an iucrcase in fatali1ies caused hy al:cidents al signalized inlersedions. To help 
address this problem, Palm lkach County would like to implement a program to use lraflk 
rnmerns to euforl:e traffic signals. A I wo-111onth pilot pr<~jecl using traffic cameras al a lesl 
intersection in P1.1l111 lkc:1ch Couu1y showed alar111i11g results. < )nc lilih of those who rnn a red light 
did so two seconds after the light had changed. ()11 avenige, fitly cars a day ran the light al the test 
si le during the firsl month of lhc pilot project. During the second month of the projed, following 
publicity about the program, that m1mber dropped lo less than twenty. Other communities which 
have implcmenkd rnd light l:amera enforcemenl have witne::,::,ed a drop in violation::, of up to 62% 
and declines in accidents al both camera-• enforced inlersedions and non-camera-enforced 
interseclio11s. ( 'urrcntly, camera mt)11itoring is used al railroad crossings and at Lollhooths in the 
slate; however, slate law prohibits issuing lkkds for running red lights based on photographic 
evidence. This prevents the County from imple1111::nli11g a program lo use lraffic cameras lo reduce 
red light running. 

Bills were liled in the 2005, 2006 and 2007 lt:gislative sessions. While eftc)rt::, lo pass the bills 
were uns11l:t:cssn.il, we worked ex tensively with members of the legislature and industry lobbyists 
lo advocate the benefits of this type of program. We will continue lo work with the Legislatur~ 
and Attorney (jcneral's office to allow for local implementation of a narrowly defined pil\lt 
program. 

PlJ 1,u•os•t: Amend the statute lo permit photographic evidence by automated equipment to issue 
tickets 10 traftk sig11al violcJlors. 

BENEF(T: The use of traffic l:ameras will help reduce the nrunber nf motorists who nm red lights 
and potentially redut:e lratlic accidents, injuries, and fatalities al iuterstclions. 

i?OR MORE fNlrOnMATION: 
Coulad: George Webb, County Engineer 561/355-2006 
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L egislillfre P,-iol'ilies -2008 

Growth !Vfanage!,_uent and lnf1·asfructur~ 

florida ' .s growth manage111enl laws were recently amemfod in an d'fort to contiuue to plan for the 
l'lllure growth and .sustainability of our .state, Palm Beach County supports legislation that would 
require the .stale of l•lorida lo <kvdop a 20-year vision for the h.tture of florida, with imple111en1ing 
policies and strategies, that ensures our infrastructure needs can be mel, our natural resources 
proleckd and quality of lil'l! e11harn.:ed. 

As urban cornm1milies con1i11ue to grow, the legislature should provide tools that promote infill 
and discourage sprawl. Pallll Beach County supports limited changes to the F.S. Ch. 163 that 
u eales lm~al option incentives for counties to designate "Urban Prefert11ce Areas." The range <) f 
irn.:e11tivc:s available lo local gowrnmellts that designate these areas should include but not be 
limited to the followi11g: 

" Increased lnmsportation fonding with emphasis 011 multi-rnodal fimding options; 
'-" Priority access lo other slate fundi11g such as slormwaler management, brownfields 

remediation, affordable IH>11sing, and urban schools; 
• Alternative options for applying transportation concurrency in these areas; 
111 l~xpedited statdregional pennil review for certain types of redevdopment projects. 

PlJ RPOSll : To create an opportunity for lornl governments and the private sector lo create a 
vision t'i)r devdopmeul over the uexl 20 years and provide creative tools that iucentivize urha11 
revdt;velopment. 

UENEFJT: Additional access and tlexibilily to planning and funding tools will allow local 
governmenl.s a11L1 the private seclor lo heller plan ·for hilure growth. 

FOR MOlrn'. INFORM ATION: 
Barbara Allerman, Executive Director, Planning Zoning & Building 
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legisltttive Priorities -2008 

HACKGlU>lJND:._ i:lorida's Strnl.egic lnlennodal Systern (SIS) was established in 2001 to 
enhaw .. ;e Florida's economic competit.i veness by focusing limited stale resoun.:es on lhose 
transporlalion tat:ilities that. are critical to Florida's economy and quality of li te. The SIS is a 
statewide udwork of high-priority lransportatio11 facilities, induding airports, seaports, freight aml 
passenger mil, buses and highwc1ys that are key elements lo the state's econollly responding to 
trends induding pop11la1io11, eco1.omic growth, stimulation of rural areas, growth managemenl and 
lhe cnvironme111. Funding for SIS is generated from gas tax revenues. 

While Palm Beach Counly realizes that SIS funds are used on a statewide basis, Lhe allocalious to 
South Jc'lorida do 1101 meet lhe needs of urbanized Southeast Florida. The SlS funding process 
allocated by the Florida Department of Transportation was done as a policy without Legislative 
direction and is not based Llll population, lane miks or gas taxes l)ollected as in olher fuoding 
lbnnulas which would provide for a more tquilable allocation of h111ds. 

Pl.JnPOSI!'.: To provide a formula for distribution of SIS hands through the I .egislalure based nu 
gas lax revc:1111es collected. 

BffNlt'.Fl'f; To 111ore adequatdy meet the needs of /foutheasl Florida by recouping a proportionate 
allocat ion llf gci:s tax revenues collected. 

FOR MORE NNFORMATlON: 
Contacl: Randy Whitfield, Director, MPO, 561/684-4170 
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Legislative Pdoritiel· -2008 

Autism is a brain devdopment disorder that impairs social inleraclion a11d comrrH111icalio11, and 
causes rc:stricled and repelilive bd1c1vior, all starling before a child is thret: years old. Studies show 
that with proper early medical inlervenlion, alrnosl 50% of autistic children improve lo such an 
e)\tenl that lhey can enter mai11slrean1 classrooms uuassisled alter 011ly a fow years of Lreal111enl. 
T herapy in young children diagnosed with autism can n::sult in a much higher learning potenlic:11 
and ulli111alely a productive taxpaying c.:ilile11. 

Mosl st.ales do 1101 require pri vale insuram;e wmpa11ics to cover even essential autism lrealme11ts 
and services. In the absence of coverage, families often pay as much as they can out of pock.el for 
services that can cost upwards of $20,000 lo $50,000 per year. 

Because services for <1ulism an~ covered by Medicaid and the Deparlme111 of Childre11 and 
Families, services are only accessible lo those who declare bankrnplcy or are indigent. Requiring 
iusura11ce companies to provide medical coverage for persons who are diagnosed wilh autism at a11 
ec1rly <1ge will provide a greakr opportunity l<.)r early treatment. This will remove lhe unfair burden 
on families who pay insurance premiu111s, yel are 11ol being provided the opporlu11i1y for coverage. 
(n addition, lhe Stale will bem:fil from such coverage since the de111and for Department services 
will be supple111en1cd hy grnaler opportunities for private assistance through iusmancc policies. 

PIIRPOSJt: To provide fair and equitable access lo ins11ra11ce coverage for children diagnosed 
wil.h aulis111 al an early age. 

IH~N EFl'f: To provide children with autism early lreatmt!nl i11terve11tio11 leading lo a belier 
quality of life. 

l<'OR MOl<l( lNFOU.MATlON: 
Contact: Todd Bonlarron, D ire dor, Legislative Al-fairs, 561/355-3452 
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LegiJlaliJ1e Pl'iol'ities -2008 

Arf'icle V 

llACK(;lUHJND The past thret sessions have seen lhe Stale take more responsibility for 
funding Florida's judicial system. During the 2004 session the Legislature passed SB 2962 which 
provided the funding 1111,jdumisms to pay fur the slate coun system. The bill co111ai11s a $4 per 
page increase in recording fees lo fund court technology and a $65 mandatory court eosl i11 
crim i11c1I cases to h1ud I) Court Innovations/local rel1uirements; 1) Legal Aid; 3) Law Libraries a1L(t 
4) Teen Court/ juvenile programs (25% of the $65 is dedicated lo each of these 4 areas). In 
addition, a $1 5 local oplio11 add-on to cri111inal and civil traffic infractions is available lo all 
counlies lo fund i;ourl facilities. 

111 200\ I IB 1935 provided an additional $3 court cost as a local option for the hmding of teen 
court aud allowed for lite use of the $15 local option lo help fond Jaw libraries. 

While the Legislature worked very closely with local governn1ents and other effected parties al the 
local level lo drah these bills, there are sLill revisions that need to be addressed during the 2008 
Legislalivc session. More specifically there has been a difference between the revenue projections 
and actual reveuue receipts from these 101.:al Jimding sources. Revenue collections have falleu well 
shorl of original estimales and lh~ need to expand these sources is dctrirntntal to maintaining the 
current syste111. During the 2007 session, the l.egislalure passied SB l 088 which requires the 
County to provide office space, equiprnenl, computers and security for criminal contlicl counsels 
willioul the <;reat ioll of a new revenue: source lo l'\ind tliese exptmdilures. 

Tht! Stale should allow for lht:: expansiou of the $05 mandatory 1;ourt fi~c; lo be applii;d to civil 
cases iu addition lo the already allowed criminal 1;ases. This f-t:e would ;illow for additional 
revenue to hmd the stale court system. 

Pl Jn}•O~m: To see the Legislalure progress fort her in the responsi bility of state funding ti.>r the 
wurl system and lo prevent efti.wts to shift state responsibilities lo the local level. 

mtN l!~FIT: 1:air implementation of revisions lo Article V and funding of the court system. 

FOR MOH.i~ INFOllMATION: 
Contacl: Richard Roherts, Director, Olfice of Financial Management & Budget 561 /355-2580 
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l,egi~·lative Priorities -2008 

lnyasive Plant S[!e£ies 
In the 2002 session, Stak S1a1ute 581.091(4) was created in onler lo limit a lot:al governme11l's 
ability to regulate invasive plant spt:cies to only those plants tlial are already regulated by the 
Floridi:l Department of Agricullun: a11d Com;um1::r Services (1 1'DACS). Palm Bca(.;h Couuty was 
able lo provide additional language that added the following to tht: Statute: a) grandfathered in 
ex.isling local govcrnnaent invasive plant regulations b) required FDACS lo conduct a hitnnii:11 
n::view of it's invasive plant list l.:) added the plauls listed in Stak Statue 369.25 1 lo the FDACS 
list and d) exempted local government regulations over public and private preserves. 

Adtl!,!!!,,m_of FIUeP l)rnhihited Afil!!!tic Plants to F.S. 581.091(4) 
A 2002, ame11dme11l lo F.S. 581.091(4) limited a local government to the use of the FDACS lists 
of noxious weeds and invasive plauls when devdoping local invasive plant regulatory lists. l Jndc:r 
this 2002 amend111c11t, the plants listed in F.S. 369.25 1, and regulated hy Florida Department of 
Environme11Lal Protection (FIWI)), were incurporaled into the Fl >ACS lists; howevc:r the !isl 
currenlly includes 011ly melaleuca, two Australian pine species, Brazilian pepper and Minwsa 
pigra. FDEP Class I a11d lJ Prohibited Aquatic Plants (FS 369.25(3){b) and Chapter 62C--52.0I I) 
art: not included. While the rule change does uol restrict DEP's ahility lo regulate their lists, local 
agencies cannot regulate any DEP Clas.s I or II Prohibited AlJUatic Phmls not 011 the l"l)ACS list 
unless those species were on a local list prior to this ame11chue11t. 
PuqlOse: Update F.S. 581.091(4) lo include FDl(P's Prohibited Aquatic Plants as authori:t.ed 
lllHkr rs 369.25('.,)(b) and listed in Clrnpler 62C-52.0 I l. 

~ddition of Jl'DEP to ll'DACS Noxious Weed and hivasive Planf· Review Committee 
A 2002 ame11d111cul. to F.S. 58 1.091(4) requirc.;d that FDA CS, i11 conjunction wilh University of 
Florida lnslitule or J!ood & Agricullural Scieucc:s (IFAS), review the invasive plant list at: lea.st 
every two years. I lowc:ver, a mt:tllber of the l•lorida Department of J<:i1vironmenlal Proltdio11 
Bureau of invasive Plaut Managemtnl should a lso be included ou the 1-:ommilte<:: that deli;rmines 
the slate noxious w1;;eds and invasive plants under F.S. 581.091(4). 1n additio11, this would help 
resolve a11 issue whereby FDACS and FWC lu1ve approval authorily over Dl iP list of noxious 
aquatk weeds (F.S. 369.25(3)(b)). There is pote11lial contlicl because thest: agencies serve 
difterent JHtrposes, which means that some of the aquatic plants that DEP would argue should be 
lisltd because: of the threat to the environment may have agricultural or ret:realional use Lhat other 
agencies wish to protect An t:Xample of this is absence of torpedograss 011 any stale list. Dl'.P 
pttitio11ed lo list 101-pcdograss as a prohibited aquatic plant but FDACS has not wanted lo cause 
potential economic burden to sod farmers, since torpedograss i.s sometimes a i.:ontaminant in sod. 
As a result, torpedo grass is not regulated a11d rnay pnlentially be sold in Horida. Pun,os~ l Jpdate 
F.S. 58 1.091(4) lo i11d11de inember of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection Bureau 
of Invasive Plaut Managemeut to FDACS Noxious Weed and Invasive Plaut Review Cornmillcc. 
l'OR MORE INFOllMATION: 
Contacl: Richard Waksky, Dire1.:tor, Environmental Resources Management 561/233-2400 
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TransuortatiQn Disadvantaged Progntm§. 
l(S._Ctmt:...:127 and Medicaid Non-Kmergency Transnoriat'hm Funding 

HACKGUOHND: In 2007, the Stale of Florida will provide Palm Beach County with $2,044,474 
in fonding lo support the non-sponsored 'fransporli:1tion Disadvantaged (TD) servi<.:es. TD fonding 
is an importa11l funding source for Pa llll Tnm, e11abli11g Palm Bt;ad1 County It> provide lite 1110~1 

economically ehalle11ged <.:us10111ers wi th free or dis<.:ounled rides 011 both om fixed route c:1nd 
CONNECTION scrvil:es. Tu maintain the kvd of services and accommodate the IH::c.::ds of 
res idents, Palnl Beach County has aunually supported the TD program efforls with additioual 
H.111di11g (last year-$2,868,684). 

Palm Beach Cmmly supports attempts to increase and or maintain fundiug to the TD program and 
lo prevent raids on lhis thndiug 1hr o ther pnrposes. We understand there will be an upcoming bill 
that is intended to maintain the ct1rre11t levd of TD Trust Fund dollars for all co1mlies and mo1iva1t:: 
dedsion makers lo increase ti.iture funding lo hdp sustain this ever growing program and 
diswurngc the use o f TD hmds fo r Medicaid transportation or olher purposes. Reductions in this 
funding lo Palrn Beacl1 and o ther cou11ties would result in serious economi<.: issues fur our residents 
and fiarthcr impact. olhcr b11dgel require111ents. 

PIJRPOSE: Supporl legislation that in<.:reases TD Trust Fund dollars and protects TO funds from 
being used for olher pmposes. 

lUtNMtl•'IT: To continue transportation for lite sustaming medical appointments of Medi<.:aid 
clients resid ing in Palm Beach County and the entire Slate of Florida. 

_!•'OR MOIUC INFORMATION: 
Contact: C'hud Cohen, Exe<.:ulive Director, Pa lm Trau 561/841 -42 10 
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l,egi~l11tive Ptiotitie1· -- 2008 

ti!.H!tlt Florida Regional Trausum·tation AuH!Qf!!Y 

HA( :'.l((;R( )tJNi): 

Fifty Percent of the operating l"lmding for the South FL Regional lra11sportatio11 Authorily 
(~WRTA) is provided by the Florida Deparlmenl of Transporlation (fl)<.H) with lite remaining 
50'% shared equally among lhree parlit:ipaling Counties (Broward., Miami~Dade aml Palm Beach 
County). Palm Beach Counly is slatulorily required 10 contribute annually not less than $1 ,565,000 
to SHU'A 's operating budget. Further, the three counties annually supporl Sfl<'l'A's 11el operating 
cost deficit. Palm Beach County's share of the excess is $2,80 I ,950 for a lotal net operating cost 
support for SFRTA as part of lhc FY08 bud gel of $4,366,950. 

Staff recommends supporling legislatiou lhat would provide a dedicated fonding source for the 
SFRTA operations. Two years ago a source was identified bul vetoed by the Ciovernor. If a soun.:c: 
can he idenlilied and approved, the Counly would save $4-5 million annually. 

PURPOSl!:: To s11pporl a dedkaled fonding s<rnrce ti.)r SFRTA operations to offset increased 
cosls for lhe i111provemenl a11d prnmolion of public transit. 

BRNltl•'IT: To continue lo improve and support a regional transportation system thal wi ll 
improve the quality of lite for the residents of Soulh Florida. 

li'OU M OIU : lNl1'0 RMATION; 
Contacl: C'huck Cohen, Executive Director, Pahu Tran 56 l/841 -4210 
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Legisfoti11e PrioritieJ - 2008 

A IDS Testing for .fail Defainee~ 

HACKGR.OllND: Palm Beach County continues to have concerns with the rate of IIIV/AID8 
in fectio11 in our loc,tl courn1unity. C1.11-ren1ly about 3% of onr local jail populal iou is known lo be 
infected with HIV/AIDS. In au etfort to seek additional ways lo decrease the spread of this 
preventable disease, the County is exploring the possibility of re4uiring jail irnnales lo be tested for 
1 IIV/AIDS al the lime of entry as well as release from correctional facilities. 

While there are potentially many costs associated with the rnandatory testing of jail inmalcs, the 
ahility to identify and treat this deadly disease wi ll contribute to the long tenn goal of raising the 
awanmess of its exblence and evc::nl11ally !he prc:vtntion of it.s occurrence. 

During the 2007 Legblative Session, UB 40 I and SB 370 on 111 V Inmate Testing passc:d through 
two Seuate Conmiiuecs and the Llouse hill was work shoppe:<.\; however, ii was not heanl 011 the 
floor of either chamber. 

PlJU.})OSI~: Amend 1"1orida Stalutc.s 10 allow for the mandatory Lt.sling of Hl V / AIDS infoctio11 o f 
jail inmates upon entry a11d rekase from correclional facilities. 

HENEl?ff: DeteGtion of IIIV / AIDS infocliou will aid in the prc:venlion and sprcc1d of thi.s diseirne. 

llOll. MOIU~ INFOll.MA'flON: 
C'ontacl: Ed Rich, Director, Comuiunity Strvices 56l/355~t1700 
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Legi~ltilive PrioritieJ - 2008 

TqH!!ill! C!!re for hulividuals in IVf ulti County Areas 

!!~CKGROUND.: Trauma cc1re is c1n integrated system of medical services orgc111ized to ensure 
apprnprialt care lo sevc::rely i1~jured residtnls at all times. Per legislation passed in 1989, Palm 
Beach County was designated as a nudeus counly, one providing trauma care lo a largt percentage 
of its residents and visitors, as wdl as trauma care to ndghhoring counties, within lhe coordinated 
stalewide trauma nelwork. The lleallh Care District of Palm Btach County is rnsponsihle for 
funding and adminisleriug the $'.19 million Palm Beach County Trauma Syskrn. 

The number of nul of Couuly i11jury lrnnsports into Palm BeG1d1 County has increased by 
approximately 85% since 200 I, with the majority of the increase c11lributed lo Martin and St. I ,ucie 
Counties. In CY 2005 Martin Co1111Ly 1n:111sporLed 261 patienls lo SL. Mary's Medical Center and SI. 
Lucie County tra11sported 216 palit11ls lo St. Mary's. Out of Cou11ly transports have increased by 
17% over the lasl two years. In 1004, 529 trau111a patients were lrausporltd from 0111 of County. In 
2005, 604 trauma palients were lranspnrled from out of County. The severity or the condition of 
1nany of thest lransl't:rred patients has placed financial pressure 011 the trauma cenler c1nd has 
placed a strain on some of the existing resources. 

Curre11t ltgislation does not rt:quire counties lhal lransporl their patients into Palm Beach County 
lo rtimburse for lhe m~joriLy of care rendered. In 2005, there was $7.1 million in uninsured and 
underi11surcd u11compensated hospital patient charges for out of county patients al SI. l\lh,ry ' s 
M~di<.:al Center. The I lt:alth Ci:lre District's current trauma contracts provide: reimburseme11t for 
Palin Beach County residents ouly and our euabling kgislalion prohibits the District from paying 
direclly for out of county palieuls. The burden of caring for I.his population is born by the 
prnvidcr. 

During lhc 2005 session, [IB 497 increased penalties for red lighl n11mi11g and dfeclivtly provided 
approximately $7,500,000 for tht: statewide lrauma network. During the 2006 sessiou, f 1B 7079 
do uh led the fines for repeat offenders exceeding th<.: sp<.:ed limit hy 30 mph or more, and I 1B I 4o5 
included Pc1lm Beach County in a pilot project enhancing penalty zones in high incident arec1s 
earmarking half uf those revenues to supporl trnuma centers. The legislature should contim1t lo 
identity dollars lo fond Litt statewide lrauma network. 

P•JRPOSl~: Clarify legislation in 1".S. 395.403 lo ensure that trauma agencies and their 
participating hospitals may dairn reimbursement for payment to doctors for services rendered to 
indigents. 

JU~Nl!:l•T I'; Allow for the flexibility of state lt1nding to adequalely meet the growing t111ancial 
needs of lhe trauma Ci:lre system tu prevenl closure of any lrnuma care centers. 

FOU MORE INFOH.MATION; 
Conlacl: Jon Van Arnam, Assistanl Cmmty Administrator 561/ 355-2740 
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l.egislttiive P'rioriiies - 2008 

HACKGU.OUND: Tht; following lhn:e changes should be com;idered lo providt additional 
consumer prolectiou: 

F.S. 715.07 implies but does not n::quire the direct amt express authorizalilHI from a properly 
owner lo have a lowing company remove an illegally parked vd1ide. Tow company drivers have 
been given lhal "responsibility" hy default. Many low ln1ck drivers are pc1id by commission a11d 
olt en have a financial inkrest in towing as many vehicles as possible - irrespective of tht:ir legally 
parked status. l(equiri11g property owners (or lhdr ctesignee) lo have a dire1,;I rnle in dedding lo 
tow vehides iuapproprialely parked 011 privi:lk: property will resolve these issues amt place the 
liability where the legislature intended (on the properly owner). 

F.S. 715. 07 provides 110 guidance nr definition as to what documentation is required for owners of' 
impounded vdiidt:s or vessels to prove they are the actual ow11c:ns. Without guidance, towing 
companies are olh:11 l1tH.:crlai11 when impounded vd1icks (;all be released to owners or their agents. 
These: definitions would save consumers considerable dollars in compounding storage foes a1Hl 
give towing companies directio11 in requiring specific types of ownership doc11111c11lalion. 

During the 2007 session, IIB 93 would have provided certification and training for wrcck<.;r 
operators and rcljuire al ltasl Lwo forms of payment induding cash lo be i:lC<.;eptc:d but did nol pass 
out of li11al <.;ommillecs. Palm lkach Cornily Board of County Con11nissio11ers passed lornl 
kgislation requiri11g lowing conipanies to ac1,;cpl 1,;ash, checks with imprinted 11ame/addn::ss 
information, and eredit cards. 

f~rposc: I) A mend 1"lorida Statute 715 .07 to specifically define ''express authori:t:at ion" so I hat 
only a properly owner ,ff th1.;ir specific designec can ,11.11horize the towing of inappropriately parked 
vdlicks or vessds 011 private properly. 2) Amend Florida Stcilute 715.07 lo ddint the required 
doeumcutat ion which towing companies must a1,;cepl lo prove tl1at a person nw11s au impountkd 
vd1ide or vessel. 3) Require towing companies to accept payrnenl for towed vchides/vessds 
hc:yond cash lo include valid checks and credit cards. 

Il~!1ctl!: These changes will: 1) provide additional protectious to c1t1z:e11s from having their 
vehicles removed from locations without the express consent of property owners, 2) assure Iha.I 
owners ca11 recover impounded vehicles in a timely fashion by producing specific doc,11ne11t!:i 
proving ownership and J) give owners of impounded vehicles/vessels additional options (beyond 
cash) for payrneul of !,)wing lees. 

Fon MOIU: 11:{l•'OUMATION: 
Contact: Dc:nnis Moore, Director, Consumer Affairs 561--712-6600 
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l.egislalfre J»rioritie.~ •· 20()8 

Gas Tax !ndexim:/ Gas Tax fi'muling for Hoa ting l monrvements 

llACl(GIUHlNI): In 1995, Lhe legislature htgan imposing indexing on gas taxes to keep pace 
with iht: Consumer Price Index (CPJ), with an establisht:d Hoor lo prohibit. nega1ivc inffatioll. 
While lhc state has experienced grec1t bcnelits from the adjusted l'uel taxes, lhe counties continue lo 
recdve the adoptt:d a1110111i1 with no adjustnieul in h1el taxes in proporlirni lo the gasoline 
component of the CPI. As a resuh. of lht indtxing al the Stale level, it is esti11ialed that the Stale of 
Florida has colkcted fonds in exi;ess of $1.8 hi Ilion dollars cumulatively from 191)2 to 200 I. 

Additionally, a growing population with inueased boat owHership combined with the co11versio11 
of public marine facilities to private ownership is pulling a greater demand for public access lo 
Stale waters. One of the key needs lo presc:rve waler acces::; is to provide sulfo . .:it:11l fl11H.ii11g for 
land acquisi tion and publi(; marine l~1cil ity conslrnction. Rapidly escalating waterfront land value 
is driving this lrend 11rnking ii important lo secure land for public access before waterfront la11d 
heconH.:s uualfordabk. Oas used to hiel boats is taxed but 1101 all or thesc hi11ds are used for 
boating i111proveme11ts. Increasing the u1nenl cap on the allorntion available for public 111ari11e 
f.:tcilities will hdp oil.set the eco110111ic factors that are co111rib111i11g to the loss uf publii; acc1.:ss. 
The florida Mari11e lndus1ries Association has been supporting this issue for the pa::;t coupk of 
years and is expeded lo lobby ll>r pi:issage this year. 

PURPOSI!'.: Indexing or adju::;Liug for intlalion of the Local (ias Taxes, both locally a11d through 
lhe stale will incn::ase lht: co1mlies ' and dties ' ability lo providt: fonding for local lra11spor1a1io11 
initiatives, and Ill support kgislatio11 that would increase the allocation of gas tax revenue avc:1ilahle 
for boating improvements and walerfro111 access prnjecls. Amending Florida Stalulc 32H.72( 15) 
atier "public launching facilities" to read: "boating desliualiou facilitic:s, which includes dm;ks, rest 
rooms, piwic tables a11d pavilious; publk n1ariuas and dockage; and boat ranqis with rdaled 
aaueuilies, which includes docks, parking c111d re::;t rooms." 

fU(Nl!'.FIT: lndex.ing will allow local governments lo keep pau: wilh requirtd services while 
minimizing the dfoet of inllatiouary price increases. lncrea::;e the amount of funding available lo 
improve boater acce::;s lo the State' s waters. Improved access wi ll preserve marine indu::;tries 
which are cril ical lo local ecotwm its. 

!i'O!UVH)IUt I NltOnMATION: 
Conlacl: Hichard Roberts, Director, Olfice of 1-'inancial Management & Budget Sol /3.55-2.580 

Rich Waksky, Director, Environmental Resources Management 56I/23J-2400 
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l,egisl1ttive Prforiliel· · ·· 2008 

Public Marina/Working Waterfront/ Affordable • fousing Pn,ncr•y Tai nr~r~ ·-

BACKGROUND: Public access lo marina::; and boat ramps is decreasing in the slate as the 
1u1mber of registernd ve::;sds continues to increase and the capacity to launch and moor boats fai.ls 
t.o keep pace. Public to privak 11se conversion of commercial tfahi11g and n:crealional conunerdal 
working wa1erfro11ls is also conlribuli11g to the los:s of public acccs:s. A n-:ccnl :study prepc.1red for 
the Marine lndustrks As:sodatio11 cited in the Senate report e::;Limates that the 111arine ind11::;Lry 
represenl:s a toLal economil: output of over $14.1 billion and is respon:sible for over 180,000 jobs in 
the stale. 

Al the sa111e time, increasing pressure is placed on owners of 111ulli- fo111ily rental housing localed 
011 prime real estate lo sell lo potential condo developers looking to realize the hill 1narket value of 
the properly. As laxes become bunknsome becau:sc nf "high~sl and best u:se va luation", the 
enticemenl to sell becomes more al tral:li ve and leads to a h.1rther depletio11 01· lhe aln:ady scarce 
alfonlable hou:sing rnarkel. 

Article VII, s. 4. of the Stale (\)nsliluliou require::; all property lo be assessed al just vah1e for ad 
valorem taxation purposes. Sped lk exemptions are provided for agriudtural lands, aquil·e r 
recharge areas, laud used exclusively l'or 11on-comnH:m:ial recreational purposes, and certaiu 
historic properties. Rdkcting lhe legal interpretation that just value 1neans fair market val11e, 
section 19].0 I I, 1q,., requires the property appra iser lo con:sider lhe highest and best use to which 
the property can be ex.pel:ted lo be put in the immediate fu lme as well a:s lhe pn;:stnt u:se of the 
properly when deriving just valuali@. The iucrnased ad valorem assessme111s that result ti-om this 
as:sessment method art contributing to the growing trend of owners of work ing walerfrout 
properties and owners of 11111lti- laniily rental unit:s lo sell out lo developers steki11g to satisfy lht 
increasing residential market demand ti,)r waltrti-0111 and other high end prnptrty. During the 
20071) .special ::.c.ssin11, a provi:sion for working walerfh>nls indLJding marinas was prop1>sc:d that 
would have lheir assessment::; limittd by al lowing lbr appraisal ha::;cd on i11c1H11t: of fht property 
rather 1hal highc::.l and best use, and a provision for afh>nlabh,; housing cn;a1i11g lc.1x breaks wo11kt 
have limited assessments to refkct rents paid. These provisions were not included iu the llnal bill. 

PlJIU•OSl!:: Reque:st that the Legislature pass a joint resolutiou to allow the electorate lo co11sidtr 
a conslitutional amendment providing a property tax exemption or lax ditforential for work ing 
walcrfront and affordahle rental housing properly. 

lll~Nl!:FY'f: To assist in the preservation of commercial fi::;hing, recreational and conmiercial 
workiug waterfronts and enha11ced public acce:ss to Florida's waterway::;, and lo provide affordable 
housing in de.sirahle locations. 

FOR MOIUt INl•'ORMATION: 

Contact: Ri<.:hard Robcrls, Director, Office of Financial Management & Bndget 561/3."i."i-2580 
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_Goycrnmenta!lndcmni!ic!!t!On 

HACl{GlUHJND: ln April 2000, the Attorm:y (kneral issued an opinion n~ganliug a couuty's 
ahilily lo indemni fy olher part ies. I tis opinion offered a very narrow interprelalion of Horida 
Statulc: 768.28 which has had a serious impc1ct 011 Palm Bec1ch County' s ability to provide servic,::s 
and implement programs. There are two types of agreements thal lrnve been negatively aftcclc:d by 
the opinion: I) agreement between public entities for the LISC ot' property, services, etc. whid, 
include permits, easemeul amt other regulatory inslnnnents; and 2) agreements with privale parties 
which require some Sllrl of imlcmniticathH) aud/or insura1u.;e. 011 several occasions since tile 
opinion was issued, lhc county has h.1ced long delays in oblai11illg permils and eascmc11ls on 
projects aud iu so111e cases has hec11 1111able to 11ego1ic.1te ltm;es aliogclhcr because of our inability 
lo indemnity or i11s11rt: for co11111y actions on the lt:ased prnpcrty. 

The statute needs lo be clarified s.o that, when entering a contractual relationship, local goven11ne11I 
entities havt: the oplion to indenrni fy and/or insure non-government entities for da111agts caused by 
the local gowrn111cnl's actions up 10 the ex.istiug limits of sovereign inuuunity. Tht: wu11ty should 
be held liable l-i.1r its ow11 actions when providing a publil: usc/sei-vh.:t:/action under a contract with 
a non-governme11l cnt.ity. In addition, when entering a contract with a stall! or foderal entity that 
entity may be indemnified if lhe local government so chooses. This could be do11e without 
increasing the li111i1s alrnady in place. 

PlJnPO~:m: To a111e11d Chapk r 768 of the Florida Staluts lo clarify goven1111en1 enlilies' ability lo 
indernuify other parties up lo the limits of sovereign imm11nily. 

UENlWHS: County contracts c.111d uegotiations will not be hirther impacted hy the Atlorney 
(fouernl 's opinion on indt1nnifica lion. 

!4'0R_MOIUi: l"1FOUMATION: 
Contact: Audrey Wolf, Dir1.:dor, Facilities Development 561/21]-0204 
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l.egil·liltive l'riorities - 2()(18 

f.hmnim,: Zoni!!g & Hyi!dinc; l ssnes/Ciyj! CitatioM_ 

HACKGROtJNf>; 

Amend ti.S. 489.12'/ lo read: "A certified or registered conlrado.-, ma co11trnctor authorized by a 
local co11slructio11 licensing board, shall nut perform work for which he or she is not properly 
licensed, subcontract to unlicensed pt:rso11s lo perform work thal requires a lic.:cuse, or fail to obtain 
required pamits or required inspections." This amendment would impose cri1ninal penallies on a 
lice11sed contraclor who perfonlls unlicensed activity, hire unlicensed persons lo perform work that 

re'-Jllires a license, or fails lo obtai n n::quired perm its. 

f!llU~OSI~: Amend F.S. 551.842 lo require that all produds receive a technical review before 
being approved by the State and amend F.8. 489.1 27 lo tnsure thal contrac;tors are properly 
licensed before perfnnning work. 

HENl!:11Tf: Ensuring thal products are technically sound and lhal wntraclors i:ire properly lice11sed 
will provide grc:aler cousumcr safoly protection. 

l•'OR MORE INFORMATION: 
Contacf: Barhara Allennan, Executive: Direclor, Planning Zoning and Building 561 /233-5008 
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HACKGlH)U~D: 

Gas Ta-x Waive•· fM Airport Shuttle Buses: Amend Florida Stalules Chapter 206 lo provide that 
fuel purchased by the County and furnished wi1hout charge to a Contractor for exclusive use in 
airport shullle bu1:1ts operated on behalf of and for lhe benefit of lhe County is used i;:;xdusively by 
the County for a ll:lx-exempt purpose. 

Uisposilion of Abandoned IV!!!!•n· Vehiclt:s &, Aircraft on Ainwrt Proa,crty: A111e11d slate laws 
to create one 1111i form dispositio11 of abando11ed vehicles or aircraft law that also consiste111 ly 
detines t.lte terms abaudom:d, inoperable a11d dcrdict. 

fromvt Paymc11t Act: The Florida Prompt Payment Act specifies time periods with which 
paym-.::nls must be made lo Co111rnctor::;. Board of Counly Commissiow.::r c1pproval i::; r-.::quirl":d for 
chi;:;cks to be i::;::;ued and the BCC Agenda review cycle is approx i111altly 30 day::; furthermore the 
Board only 111et::t1:1 ouce a month during November and Dtcernhcr which 111akes il wry difficult. lo 
comply with the Act. In lhe event thal the County rejecl::; an invoice the time period for pay111cnl to 
a t.:onln:1ctor is hirther shortened. The Act should be modified lo rdlcct the rei!lily of lhe County's 
paymc:111 procc::;ses. 

!~UUPO§l!'.: To amend state law to allow for gas lax waivers for airport slrnll lt buses operalt:d by 
contraclor1:1 and lo allow for additional le11iency in making payments under certain circu1n1:1larn.:es 
in lhe Prnmpl Pay Acl. 

BENEFIT: Tax waivers will help lo keep operational costs down and addi lioual ch,mge::; will 
provide for 111ore dfo;ie11t operat ion of airport facilities. 

l1'Ol:l MOIU!'. l!'lli'ORMATION: 
Contact: Bruce V. Pelly, Director, Deparlmenl of Airports 561/471 --7412 



Loi~!mtchee niver lnitfafrve 
$3,320~000 

HACl(GROlJND: The Loxahatd1ee River is the southernmf)sl tributary of the Indian llivc:r 
Lagoon and includes the North ~•'ork of the l ,oxahatchee River, one of lwo nationally designated 
Wild and Scenic Rivers in Florida. The water.shed wvers 27'/ square mile.s in norlhern Palm 
Be1tch County and southern Marlin County. Despite its Federal designation as a Wild and Scenic 
River and 1111.: protective status associated with dassillcation as an Oul.sll:lnd i11g l"lorida Wl:lter, 
there art signi ficaul problems with the River that need to bt <tddre.ssed. lkvdopment in tile 
River's watershed has altered much of tht nalurl:11 slate ol' the !liver and waler quality t:011cern.s are 
wide.spread. Sediment huildup, muck and pollutants are threaltning the su.stainability of tht; 
River's underwater and shordiue ecological habi tat and urba11 and agriu1llmal n111off is i111pacling 
the formerly pristine River estuary. Within lhc Wild and Scenic porlion of the l< iver, virtually all 
of the cypress trees ill tht lowcn11ost segment have been killt d by the upslream mov0111enl of 
saltwater. This co11ditio11 is tht: d in~cl result or hydrnlogic alttrations of the watershed that have 
reduced the voh.11ne of freshwater lo the lliver. 

T he Loxahatchee Riwr Preservation Inilialive is the outgrowth ()fa waler.shed management dfort 
stc:1rted by the Department of E11viro11me11tc:1I Protection i11 1996. A multi-agency a11d con111rn11ity
hased coali lion, the Loxahalchet: Hiwr W1tlershcd Planning Commillee wa.s created .shortly 
lherealier to dcliue aud evl:lluale lhe slalus or the enti re watershed and proposi.: actiuns lhal would 
improve amt prolet:t the natural resources within lhe watershed. The Co111111i1tee's finding was 
published i11 lite I ,oxaha1d1ee River Watershed Action Plan which emphasi:t,es urban storniwalcr 
improvements wid lh1,; restoration of the lributaries and estuariuc porlio11 of tile; River syslem. 
Owr the past tl1ree years, several of the proposed projects have been irnpltrncnted. In 2006, 
$3,722,550 was appropriated fol' the lnilialive and au additional $3,254,000 was rtccivcd for 
fnitialive projects in 2007. 

PlJUPOSI!:: Obtain funding of $3,320,000 for the Loxahatche~ River Preservat ion Initiative. 

U!ENlCl•'JT: Funding will help rtstore the Loxahatchee River a.s a valuable public resource. 

!!:O!LlYJO!UCJ.t~YOHMATION: 
Contact: Richard Walesky, Director, Environmental Resources Managernenl 56 1/2'.l3-2400 

27 



Appropriil,ion Support Issues - 20lJB 

Luke Ol{cechohee Scenic TD!il {LOST) Conncctions/(~Mnpletion of' Phase U 
$ f >61.0,000 

HACKGROONn: The Lake Okeechobee Scenic Trail (LOST) is part nf the Florida National 
Scenic Trail, nne of dghl foderally-designated Natiunal Scenic Trails in the counlry. II is a mulli
agency, rnulli-governmcul project h) turn lht lauds aro1111ti Lake Oktcchobee inlo a11 
interm1tionally-n:cog11i:t.ed recn:alional area and lourisl destination. This in turn will help revitalize 
and provide ew110111ic slahility to the co1111nuni1ies surrou1Hii11g I .ake Okecd1obee. II will also 
provide unique and accessible recreational activities to lhe IO 111illio11+ floridians living in lhe 
urban areas within two hours or the Lake. Ex tensive plans aud designs have alrcudy hc:en 
developed on a wide vuriely of projeds in co11j11m;lion with the LOST. 

Completion of }>hase II I ,ake Okeechobee Scenic Trail (I .OST) Ccnneclions will cornpkk lhc the 
accc::;sibilily lo lhe downtowns from lht l .ake Okeechobee Scenic Trail, allracting visitors into the 
downtow11s. The project will enhance access to the gateways and lrailhcads (Phase 1) localed in 
tht cities of Belle made, Pahokc:e, So111h Bay aud unincorporaled Canal Poinl which are ::;cheduled 
for completion by Scplember 2008. Coordi11alion with tht: i;o1111111111itits, the 1.akt Okt:edwbt:e 
Regional Hwnomit: Allianl:e of Palm lkach Co11nt.y, Inc., the: EDrni ( 'entt:r, l11c., and Workforce 
Alliance will ussisl i11 allracl.ing touris111-rclated businesses, jobs and private: i11vcshne11ts. This 
pn1jed falls undt:r the Department o f I \11viro11111enlal Protect ion Offke of ( ireenways and trails. 

PUl{POSIC: To obtain hmdi11g for DEP and Palm Bead1 Cot111ly for lht irnplcrne11tc1lion of 
pn~jecls in the Master Plan for the I ,OST 

lUi:N~!:ll'l'I': Fuuding will help make the prnject.s indwfod in the I.OST Master Plau a reality. 
Thi::; will help Ii.tel economic revitalization in the:: region and provide exciting 11cw rt:creational 
acti vii ies for 1-'lorida n::sideut::; and tourists. 

l<'(Ht 1\1.0IUC INltORMATION: 
Conlc1cl: Kevi11 Julms, Dirnctor, Economic Devdopment-56 l/35.'i-3624 
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Appropriation Support frmes -·· 2008 

•·nodda Forever and Eve.-gfades Res•·o.-ation ----·--- --- _____ ..., ______ -
$300 Million for lflol"ida Forever and $JOO Million for r£verglades H.estora&icm 

HACK(~ROUN0: The Florida l"orcvcr Program, which rtplaced the highly successlhl 
Prtservalion 2000 Conservation Lands Acquisition Prognun, is described by lhe Floridc:1 
Depart111e11l of LnvinrnIHenlal Prntcclio11 as the blueprint l'ilr conservation of our uuiqut ualural 
resu11n;es. ll e11co111passes a wide range of goals induding: acquisition of couservalion lauds, 
resloralion ,lf damaged enviru11me11lal systems, water resource developrne11I, incn.:ascd public 
access, p11hlic lands management a11d maintemmce, and i11creased protectio11 o f land by 
conservalion eascnu.~uls. Millio11::; of a1.:res of lauds have been prest:rvc:d under this program and 
predecessor programs. Addi tionally, i:11 least 27 local govtrnlllcmts have i11i1icited conservalion 
lands ac1.1uisilin11 progn1111s, kveragi11g stale dollars with local hmds to preserve locally and 
regionally important ecosystems. 

'f'hc Florida Everglades is unique ecosystem that is considered one of Florida's '"great treasures". 
Federal legislat io11 bc:gi1111ing in 2000 created the Con1prnhcusivt:: l~vcrglades Resloratio11 Pla11 
(CERP). 'fhi:s partnership of the Army Corps of l~ngineers, the So ut h Floriclct Wattr Managemtul 
l)is1ric1 and uumy other federal , s late:, local and tribal partners i::. working in concert wi th Stale 
legislation known a::; the Evergladt:s Forever Ad to restore lhe Evc::rglades Ecosyslelll . 111 2007, the 
Legislature appropriated $300 million, llt11ded by bonds, for the Flmida Forc;ver program, and also 
appropriated $200 111illio11 cash and bonds l"ur the Comprehtnsive Everglades Hesluralion Plau 
(CERP); the Lake Okeechobee l'.sluary Recovery l1lan; and lht ( '.aloosahatchce !Over and SI. I .ucie 
River walerslwds. 

PtJJtPOSI!:: To support. kgislative i:ippropriations for critically important Stale la11d prescrvalio11 
and ecosystem n::sluralio11 programs. 

Hl(Nl!:•1'IT: Preservatiou of the constrvation lands, environmental resloratio11, water resourc\; 
development and supply, increased public lands a<.:cess, improved la11d management, increased 
proleCI ion of lands. 

FOR MOH.IL INFO!~MATIOl'h 
Contact: Richard Walesky, Director, linviromuental Resources Ma1rngeme11t 561 / 23:1--2400 
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Appropl'ittiio11 Support /.\·Jue:;· - 2008 

l ,ake VVordt Par~ Qf Commerce 
$500,000 

HACKGllOl IND: 
According to a rc:cc:nt sludy conducted by IPAH:C, SE Florida has a severe shortage of induslriaJ 
land and in particul,1r, the shortage is most critical iu the corridor east of the l"lorida '!'urn pike. The 
Lake Worth Park of Con11nercc is a 338-acre commerce park with inu11ediak access lo 1-95 and is 
011e of lhe 011ly park:. of its kind in Palm Bead1 County. T he City of Lake Worth began lht: 
annexation of lhc park in 2004 al the request of Palm Reach County. 

The 1mrk is very old; lllany buildings date back more than 40 years. The infrastructure is 
s11hslandard: drainage is very poor and tlooding is co111mon, so111e roads art singk-larn.: aml few are 
111aintained, so111e tcm111ts have limited acce::;s to public water line::. . Without those improvements, 
the park will not he succcssful and its potential 10 relieve lhe regional need for light industrial space 
will 11ot be rcali:t.ed. 

The sewer improve1rn:~11ls are the more imporlanl priority. tJtility ~oostruclion iuf'lalion has rc1ised 
the cost by about 30% since annexation began. The City is responsible:; for lhe backbmw porlion of 
the: system. For sewa this would indude several sections of gravity sanitary sewc:r, a wastewaler 
p111up station, and a force main lo connect the;; existing force main syslc:111. This systc:111 would 
eliminate several private pump stations aud provide service for new developmc11t. This would 
yidd a conslruction cost estimate of aboul $500,000 for City improvements. Devdop1ne1tl of 
construction drawings, obtaining penuils, and construct ing the prujcct would lik tly lake 12 lo 18 
11Hmlhs. 

The City of Lake Worlh is using every loot at its disposal lo i111provc the LWl'OC. In particular, 
.., the City has worked with Pahu Ueach County through the muwxatio11 process; 
Iii cooperated wilh code e11fc.)rccment lo clc:an up tforelicl and substandard properties; 
'" master plans arc: being dtvcloped hy lhe City amt El>SA lo correct. inconsistent land use c111d 

:LOiling palterns; 

@ ll1e City and Palm Be<Jch Counly am sH II working cooperatively on unresolved road and 
drainage construct ion and mainteuance pla11s. 

The most pressing m:eds are for drainage awl a li ft slalio11. These imprnvemenls meel the ~late's 
criteria for docmne111ed regional need and benefi t, with rneasm.-.1ble results a11d with tangible 
com111tmity support. 
fU!{POSI!~: To improve poor sewer and drainage conditions in the Commerce Park . 
BENl!~FIT8: . hnproveme11ts to the park will provide allractive industrial zoned property iu c111 area 
where that classification of land has been rapidly diminished leading lo h1tun:: economic 
dcvdoprnent. 

l1'0l{ MO !U!'. IN fi'OI~ M ATION: 
Contact: Richard Baldwin, Ci ty of Lake Worlh, 561/586--1630 
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App,.opriltliou Support lnues - 2008 

West N!!c Prev,mtion/!Vfo~guito ConfrQ! 

fli\C.K{!ROUN D: I lislorically. Florida has txpcrienccd epi<k111ics of st:rious mosquil.1)-horm: 
disease including ydlow fever, dengue, malaria, dog heart worm, eastern equi11t: t:ncephalili::; and 
St. Louis e11t:ephalilis. These diseases remain a serious thrcal 10 State residenls. Our dimale, 
population dt nsi ty and proximity to lht Caribbtall abo make us susceptibk lo a11 i11vasio11 by 
emc.:rgi11g di:seases. The rece11l nwvemcnt of Wl.:sl Nik Vims into lilorida is l.:Vidt11ce of this 
susccplibili ly. In addiliou, wncern about lhe p()le11tial n-;s11rge11ce of Malarit1 in lilt Slt1k lrns grown 
with the infection of seven locally lransmitled cases in Pal111 Beach County. 

The t:onlrol of ,nosquilo-horne diseases involves increased aerial surveillance, aggressive 
i11sec1icide tn~alllltlll of vtclor mosquito populations and public educatiou designed lo slinrnlale 
personal protective behavior thal reducc:s exposure to hi ling mosqui los. Musquilo--borne diseast 
smvtillum;e and control wern ont:c coordi11c1ltd uml lirnrnt:ed by the Stale. In rcci;nl years, 
howev~r, Stale i11volvtme111 has dedi11ed signitka111ly lo u very 111inimal level. A dedicated, 
n::emring h.1nding s1.Hll't:e should l>e tslablished to support Stale and local govenune111 nwsquill) 
control eHhrls designed Lo provide human health and safely from rnosquilo-borne diseases. 

The hurril:anes of 2004 and 2005 have greatly t:011trib11Led to coudi lions that have increased the 
mosqui to population and hc1ve increased the nec.::d for additional mosquito contro l in l·'loridi:I. 

ln 2005, over $4.2 111illion was appropriated for statewide nwsquito w111ro l progn:1111s, and in 2006 
an additional $2,7 10,000 was appropriated. 

Pl/RPO~m: To support legislatiw pulit:ies that slre11gthen mosquito control d'forls; c:stablish a 
dedicated, recurring funding source for this purpose; and provide budget appropriations in amoi1111::; 
sufticieJII to support an dlkienl and effective statewide progralll. 

BltNlWIT; Public health prnlet:lion, improvernenl lo quality of life through redut:lion of 
mosq uito annoyance and related cco11omic benefi ts associated wi th grnwth and tourism. 

fiO!{ MO!UC INliORMATH)N: 

Contact: Richard Walesky, Dire:clor, Environmental l<esouru:s Mc11tagtmc11t 56 l/:DJ-2400 
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Legil'l1¥tive Support l:n·ue:,- - 2008 

HACKG~<OUNQ: Chupler 371, florida Stc:ilt1les, c:illows lhe Water l\llanagemenl. Districts 
(Districts) a11d tlie Florida Department of E11viro11rne11tal Proteclim1 (IWP) to rtstrve from use by 
permi t applicants, water that may be required for fht protection nf hsh a1HI wild li fe or for public 
health and safr:ty. The Statute docs 1101 iudude ::,pei.:ilii.; criteria for n.::servalio11s or a process for 
creuting lhe111. Siuce 1972, only one waler reservation has been e.stablished iu lhe Stale (Paynes 
Prairies Preserve -1994). 111 additiou th1;; Water Re.source Devdopme111 Act of 1000 ( Wl<DA 2000) 
requires rcservalio11s or wal1:;r co11cw-renl with the design of pH~jecls within the Comprehe11sive 
Everglades l{estoralion Plau ( CERP). It, rd a led n1kmak ing, I )I '.P hcis proposed criteria related lo 
water reservations in their Water Resource lmple111t:::u1atio11 Huie (Chapter 62-40, Ji.A.('.) The rule 
amell(_\111ents arc currt:utly under challe11ge by various interest groups. 

111 respom;e lo concerns expressed by the dcvdopme111 commt111ity imd utili ties that n:servalio11s of 
water could limit access to wal.er for public water supply purposes, bills lo repecil the stalutory 
attlhority of lh1; Districts aud DEP lo re::;erve waler were fi led in the 2001 legislative session. The 
bills were stro11gly opposed by l"ht DEP and slalewide e11vironme11tal organizcit.io11s. Amended 
versio11s of the hill::; considered during the scssio11 would have retaiucd the authority llf the I >I !P and 
districts to create reservations under various resfrictions <ind caveats. The bills died in session. 

PlJlU'OSM~: To oppose legislcilion that repeals lhe authorily or lh1.: Districts all(I l>EP lo create 
water reservations for lhe prottclion of fish and wi ldli fr: or lhe public health aml sat·ety. To support 
legislc1lion providing specilk criteric1 cilHI a scicnlilkally--based process si111ilar to the sel ling of 
minimum !lows ctnd levels for the eslablishmcnl of re:,;ervations ,wd the mai11le11ance of current 
Stl:IIUlory language tltal p10tec1s ex isling legal users of water so l011g as such use is not contrnry lo 
lh~ public interest. The process should 1,;onsider lht needs of the enviro11menl and legal users of 
Wi:ller iJ1clt1di11g agriculture, 11rba11 c111d other waler :.uppliers. 

UENl{:i!'l'I': Preservation of the authority of the dislricls and I )l~P to create reserva1io11s to protect 
fish and wild lite and public health c111d safety while pro1ec1i11g the inkrtsls of e11vironme111al, public 
waler supply, mu! agric11lt11rnl users. 

!'QElY.lOIU: MNFOW<MATION: 
Contact: Bevin Beaudet, Director, Waler Utilities Deparlme11t 561/493-600 I 

Richard Wale.sky, l)ireclor, Environmental Resources Ma11agement 56 1/231-2400 

J2 



legi:dative S1111port b:;·ueJ - 20()8 

Total Ma"limum Daily Load l'rognun 

HACK(;!U) UNB: Under the Federal Clean Water Act, states are required to submit a list of 
impain::d wakr bodies and establi::;h Total Maxim11n1 Daily Loads (TMDI ,) in thnse water bodies. 
The states are chargtd wilh identifying wltal is contrib111i11g lo the nutrie111/poll111a11t loading, 
develop the 111axim11111 11utrient/pollulaut load lhal the affc:cttd water body Gan sustain, and 
impleme11t a program or regulation to proleGl the water body. This progn:1111 will hc1ve far-rec:1ching 
impacts and will affect the enviro11nw11t, agricullun!, urban areas, as well as waler supply. 
Therefore, the program must be developed cautiously and with consideration of c11l possible 
rninilicc1tiom.. Fllr exarnple, water reclan1a1io11 projed:s that recycle water provide t:mvirnn111en1al 
and water supply benelils which could bt negatively irnpaded by the TlVIDL prngrnm. The floridi:l 
Dcpi:trlmenl of Enviro111uc11tc1I Protc;ction b cmrcnlly developing regulat iow;; regarding the 
implementation o f a State-Wide Total Maxi111un1 Daily I ,oad (TMDI .) Program. 

PlJllPOSIC: Monitor lhe development of lhe slate's 'l'MDL prngrnm to ensure that the input of 
local governments is properly considt:red. 

Ul!:NlWITS: A bc1lc111ced process in Lhe devdopmcnl of the slate TMl)I , program whid1 prnteds 
existi11g water redamation projects would benefit all users. 

}!'OR MORE iN•i'OH.MATION: 
Contac1: nevin Beaudet, Director, Water Utili ties Department 561/493-600 I 
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WafeK· Consery~,tjon and !Vhrndafory !{ate Sfructures for Public lltilities 

DACKGROUN0; I ,egislalion m,mdaling the cslablishmtul or sptdlk statewide conservation 
rate structures and drought ratts on a ''one size lits all" basis would ntgalivdy impact loc1:1l 
government utilities. Utility rulc1naking b already a very complex process, c:1ml is currently 
governed by a myriad of State rules and regulations. 1f the Slate mandates a parlil:ular conservation 
rate structure, il could ueg<1lively impact the ability or a local government lo properly 11.tnd its 
operations. The e11d result is lhal the lot.:al utility would 1101 have lht fu11ding necessary lo 
imple111t11I. the vario11s waler cm1s-.:rva1io11 aud allcrm11ive waler supply i1ii lia1 ivcs that 11iay bt; 
needed in lltt h.1lure. Palm Beach County ltas vol1111h:1rily adupttd a very sllkl conservali(HI 
sln.tclure in order lo reduce waler (ktm111ds aud prescrve regional wattr rtso11n;es, a11d il has bet11 
very dleclive. l lowcver, these rates were (kvdoped lo match lilt local silualiou iu Palm Btach 
County, and may not bt applicable: lo the n:st of the stale. The Soulh Florida Wakr Managenienl 
Oistricl currently requires all waler w;e pcnnitets, including Palm Beach Cou11ty, lo develop and 
i1uplemcnt a water conservation plan as a condi tion h) the water use permit. This plan allows frlr 
lfoxibility in addrtssi 11g sile-speci fie conservalion iss11es. Palm Beach County has a completed 
Water Constrvalion Plan that has been submilled to the Waler /\,fanagement I )istric1 in September 
1005. The Slate sl1ould focus ils e ffi.>1·ts 011 t slablishing global C(J1\Scrvatio11 goals aud crca1i11g 
incentive programs lo t:11co11ragt local govern111c11ts lo voluntarily comply wilh those goals. 

Palm Btach County recognizes that water conservation is tmiquc to eai;h local utility a11d should he 
addressed through a commu11ily 's waler conservation plan a11d any allernpl lo develop a statewide 
comprehtnsive waler co11serva1io11 program should provide: the process and n1c:thodnlogy lc>r local 
utilities LO develop a spe(; ilic, "goal .. hased" waler t:lHlServation program, unique lo their corn1111.11iily, 
which cot1ld include a wide array of alternalive water conservaliou i11itialives. Jiu11ding should be 
provided by the Districl' s for those prngrams that 111eel specillc, .. goal--bascd" cril.cria eslahlishcd 
through lhe slaltwide comprehensive water conservation program. Any change in Stale water law 
should recoguize that a local public utili ty has lite: respo11sibili1y ,m(i right to establish rates <11id rate 
stnaelmes for its servic1::s. 

P(H{POSI~: Oppost slate legislative i11iliativcs and proposed DEP rnks whidi would ma1u.lak 
"one si:Le fits all" water couservalion <ind mandate rnte slruchlft:S for public utililks. 

Bli'.Nl!~FIT: Allowing local governments to dtltrmi11t constrvalion pla11s and rale slnu.:lures will 
allow them the lltxihilily to effectively (it:al with site specific co11servalio11 issues and to adt:quately 
nmd da ily operations. 

FOU M O IU!'. INFORM ATION: 
Contact : Bt vin Beaudet, Director, Waler Uti lities lkparlmenl 561/493-6001 

34 



Stem CeU Ucsem·ch 

HACKGIHHJND: In 2005, The Board of County Conunissioners of Palm Beach Co1111ty passed a 
resolution that opposes any legislative or administrative action that would slow or ban research of 
embryonic ste111 cel ls produced by in--vitrn fortili::rnlion that aren' t implanted and would otherwise 
be dbcankd or deslroyed. 

Federal fondiug of embryonic stem cdl research is strictly limited lo l'.Xisting cdl liues, which arc 
not sui1c1bk for h11nia11 lra11splcintalion, and these restrictions ,nay postpone the devdopme111 of 
cures for millions of Floridians sufferiug frolll a wide array o f diseases, i11j11ries, a11d birth ddeds 
such as diabcles, cancer, heart disease, Alzheimer' s, Multipk St.:krosis, IIIV/AIDS, Parki11sou' s 
di::.ease, osteoporosis, c1ml spinal cord injmies_ Th1;; l;lorida Legislature, and Palm Beach County 
Oovernme111 have committed over $500 million in public 11hmcy toward the advancc111en1 or 
biomedical n:search. Embryonic sltm cell restart.:h constitutes a11 i11vesl111ent in Florida' s 
universities amt nonprofil research coninrnnity a11d has the poteutial to ease th1;; burden of disease 
and disability 011 Lhe cil.izens of the Stale of Florida. 

During lht '.W06 a11d 2007 legislative sessions, severnl bills a11d amendments were filed lo address 
the issue of slc:m cell rc:st.:arch . A II hough Governor ( 'harlie ( '.rist has voiced his supporl for stem 
cdl rest!arch, lliern has been llll fonding allot.:atcd in lhe budget. 

PlJ llPO~K To support embryonic slem cell research in the Slate:. of florida and oppose any stale 
or federnl legislation or c1dminis1rative actio11 lhal would have the effoct of slowing or banning 
research in this area. 

Hl!'.N»~Ffl': Stem cdl n::sec1rch has the potential lo prevent and cure a large array or diseases, 
injmies and birth deft::t.:ls lhaL arc: currently consi(kred incurable: . 

• ,·on MORE lNFOl<MAl'fON~ 
Cl)111acl: '!'odd Bonlarron, ))irector, Legislative Alfairs 561/355-345 1 
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Legislt1tit1e Support lnue:i' - 2008 

Hurdcane l{elicf hsucs 

flt\C!(GIUHJND: faHergency Management Pr~naredness and Assi~tance Trnst Fund (EM!>.8-J: 

Th.e E111ergern.:y Ma11agc111e11l Preparedness and As!:iislance Trnst hlnd (liMPA) was crnated within 
Ch 25:2, F.S. Si 11cc inctplion of the Trust h111d in 1993 ii has remained at lilt s,une f1111ding lc:vcl 
c.kspile a suh!:ila111ial im:rcase in demands 011 cn1111ty and nn111idpal e111ergency 111anage111e11t. Tilt 
EMPA is administered by the florida lkpart111t11t of Con111111nity Allain; (DCA). ( 'uncnlly an 
annual surcharge of $2.00 per resi<knt and $4.00 per com111ercial properly i11s11nmce policy is 
imposc::d . .It is i111porlanl lo note lhat Ille lees or types of policies this surcharge affects ha!:i not been 
modified since this lrusl fund's i11ceptio11. l•'EPA is c11rrnnlly requesting legislative suppurt for one 
or more of the fo llowing: 

• Adding the EMPA lrusl fund lo llH>se l'und.s exempted under s. 215.22, F.S. 
from being subject lo the 7'1/ci service charge 1111der s. 215.20, VS. 

111 Amending s. 252.]73, F.S. lo broaden the base of pol ides in whid1 thi:! I·t:e is 
imposed 10 include all in:;urance policies. 

• Amending s. 252.]72, F.~. lo i11t;n::ase the anmial foe imposed 011 i11s11ra11ce 
policies in 011e of the followi11g ways: 

n Matching ai11111al surcharge: increc1ses with lhe rate of inflation 
o Tying annual surcharge increase wilh lhe cost-of-l ivi11g adj11sl1rn:nt 
o Changiug the set foes lo a percentage of lhe prelllium <1111011111 similar 

to the l-'lorida Hurricane Catastrophe Ji'1wd (s. 2 l•l.)55 1".S.) 

PlJl~POSI~: To provide adequate funding for the Emergency Management Preparedness and 
Assista11ce Trust hmd to more adequately meet the t;une111 demands of county and municipal 
e11H~rge11cy 111a11agers. 

m,:l'u:11:l'r: lm;reasc hrnding to meet int;reasing costs for currt:;nl program!:i am1 for the 
<kvelop111e11t of new programs. 

FOR MOl•U!: fNFORMATJON: 
Conlacl: Charles Tear, Emergency Managemc111 l>ireclor 561171 2-o:no 
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Legi.\-llllive SupplJrl Issues -.2008 

11.,i.-ework Saf~ty Local Ordinances 

DA( 'KGROlJND: 

From July 2005 lhrnugh July 2006, over 5000 incidents/complaints n~garding fireworks were filed 
wilh Palm Beach County law eufrm.:ement agencits. During the 2005 session, the fireworks 
indu::;try t111s11cce::;sfully allempted :several ame11d111euls that would have preempted the regulation of 
lhcworks for all local ordinances passed c.1lier March I, 2005. In 2006, Senator l ,uwson intrnduced 
SB 440 lhat would define agencies respollsiblc for e11forci11g provisions and would revise 
regislralioll requirc111e11ls for HHHHllucturcr::., distributors and wholcsalcis of sparkfors or firework::; 
but the bill died i11 Cou11nillee. 

During the 2007 ses::;ion, SB 1372 created the Cous11mer 1:ireworks Task Force lo ::;tudy c:1nd 
evaluate issues rdatiug lo fireworks. These issues iuclude; proper use of consumer tireworlcs, 
regulation of sales and temporary sale lilcilities for fireworks and regulation of hours and funding 
options for fi re official Lraining a11d education. The Task Force recomrnendalions shall be submilted 
to the President of the ~enate aod Speaker of the I louse by January 15, 2008. Palm Beach Counly's 
local ordinun<;c currently allows the ability to iniposc; restricted use of fireworks in drought 
con<1ilions and rnquirns us to inspect the tireworks stores four fime:s a year. 

PlJitPOSIL: Oppose any kgislc:ilion lhal would limil local authorities to impose more ::;tringenl 
rc;gulatious tHl the salt: and 11s1;; of cou::;111uer tireworl,s. 

HMi:NEMiTl': l ,ocal regulation allows for a better ability lo respond to impending sc.1foly corn;erns 
regarding the use of llreworks under certain conditious. 

FOR MOUit INltORMATION: 
Contact: Steve Jerauld, Fire Marshal, Fire Rescue 561 /616-7004 



Legil'l"ti11e Suppor, bn,es -2()08 

f~nl~rise Zone Uomular-ies 

BACKCnOlll"'lU: 

The Florida Enterprise Zone ()iEZ) Program has 56 enterprise :t.u11es statewide, which are areas 
targeted for ewnomk revitalization. This progra111 offers lax incentives lo husiuesses locatt:d i11 
designaltd l-'l!Z artas of urban and rnral comrn1milies lo encour1:1ge private investment and increase 
emph)ymenl opporluniiies fr>r the area' s reside1its. 

'l'he lilorida Euterprise Zone (1" EZ) Progra1u was formally established in May 1995 for a I 0--year 
period, which ended in the year 2005. The Stale of Florida re--enaued the Program 11.ir another I 0-
year period lo sunset in the year 2015. The stale program ofkrs eight (8) ditforent lax incentives 
cksigned lo assist and s11pport: (a) new and existing bnsinessts contemplating relocation to or 
e::;tabli::;hing a new facility iu an L~uterprise Zone, and (b) Jocc:11 existing hu::;inesses in a11 Enterprise 
Zolle planning an expa11sion. 

There are two Urhan Enterprise Zones In Palm Beach County. The State designated Enl.erprise 
Zone boundaries for Palm Beach Cou111y include porlio11s 1•f the numicipalities of Wesl Pa l111 
Beach, Rivkra Beach, lklle (Hade, South Bay, a11d a small portion of unincorporattd County in the 
vid11i1y or Belk lilade. This area is apprnxi111ately IO square mi ks. 'l'he City of Pc1hokee has ils 
own dcsiguatiou covering the mtmicipal l>oundaries. 

By amending the fi'.S. language cited below, expansion of the enterprise :.mm; b11undaries in the 
citi.es o f Belle (ilade, Pahokee and South Bay will have a gn::atcr impad in atlral;li1ig lmsiuesscs aud 
job opporlunilies for Palm Beach County's Lake region. 

111e gov~wi1ig body of the jurisdictinn which authorit.cdJhe fililllication for aHi..aiterrulst.: zone that 
is comprised of one or more slate desig_pated rnral area:.; of critical econo111ic co11Gcrn,il!.!!·suanl to_s. 
:2B8.0656_!7},Ylorida :O, tatules, n1a):'___fil2J2lY lo_the Ol'tkc.of_'l'ourisn1, 'l'rude,and b ;un1 1111ic 
Develo.vrnenl to cx12a11d its boundaries by not more than tluct (1) su_11are miles. 

NotwiH1s~illldiugJ.l!.~.area oflimilations found in s._29.QJ!U:2.ii:U, lhe .Q!fiC~QffQurism, Trade, and 
.!iCO!lOlllie _DtYSi!t112rne11t may clPD.H.H:e the buuudarv an11.mdn1e11t r~uu~~U.f. l!!c IH>!.J!ldary_gia1tg\"2 
continues to satisfy the re(1uiremenls of subsections 290.0QS_i(n), 

PU RPOSK To ame11d Florida Statute lo expand enterprise zone boundaries by three square miles. 

Ul!'.NlWl'l': By amt11ding the F.S. language cited below, exp,msion of tht eulerprise zone 
boundaries in the 1:ities of Bdle Ulade, Pahokee aiid South Bay will have a gn~ali.;r i1npact Ill 

all meting busintsses and job opportunities for Pal111 Beach ( 'oullty's I ,ake l<egion. 

• 1'0!!JYH))UJ: INltOJ.tMATION: 
Couta<.:I: Kevin foh11s, Director, I::co11omic Dtvelop111enl, :561/:155-3624 
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UACJ(GH.OlJNU; A111cnd Flnrida ~tc1l11lt 770.0o('.!) (a) lkadly hm;e, 10 read as l1illows: 

The lerm ''deadly lt)rcc" does not include the discharge of a fircan11 by a law e11li1rce1ncnl 
nlficer or correclioual offker during and within lhe scope of his or lier official duties whkh is 
loaded with a ltss-lelhal munition. As used in this s11bsecliun, the term --1ess-lt:1.hal 11iunilion" 
me.aus a projt:clilt lhal is designed 10 slu11, 1e111pornrily incarMcilale, or cause lt:1nporary discomfort 
lo a person wilhoul pe11t:lraling the persl\11's body,_exce12l for (far1 -liri11g slt111 guns. 

The ~lale Allmney has n.:quesled an amendment lo Florida law i11 resp@se lo Tastr darl firing slu11 
guns being the " less lethal 11Hmition" of choice for a majority of law e11force11ie11l agencies. T he 
reason for lhe exception is I hat Ilic uctual barb or the dart- firing slun guu does pe1ictrak the body 

. I l / lh J" . I approximate y o o · a11 uic 1. 

If lhe clwnge lo I his scclio11 occurs, the inum1nity for civil liability for using durl-liring st1111 guns 
will be granted to law enfrm.:emenl ottictrs in the same manner as all other les:s lethal mu11ilion. 

PV l<POSK Under cmn::nt law, if an oflfoer uses dart tiring sltm gtms they could i11dividually be 
sul~jecl to civil liability i11additio1110 the agency having c ivil liability. 

!H~NEFlT: Provide additioual liability prolel)tio11 for law enforcement officers aud lheir ageucits. 

fi'O l!__!YjORl!'. I Nrun MATI ON; 
Conlad: Harry Krisd1er, State Allorney, 561/3'.i)-'/I 00 

19 



Legislative S11pport lnues -2008 

Animal Care&Cm!!r.ol 

HACKCH.OlJNI): Sedioo 828.073(2), Horida Statutes that the County 's animal t:are arn1 co11trol 
officers may remove a neglected animal from its present <.:omlilions: 

and shall forthwith petition the t:ounty t:oml judge of the county wherein the animal 
is found for a hearing.,__lo .b~ seLwithin 30 days after the Jal~ Qf seizure of the animal 
or is~;11aot:e_of the order to provide t:are_and held 1101 more tlian 15 days utter . the 
l:?~Ui!ill Qf ::;ut:h dale, lo delenuine whether the ow11er, if kuown, is able lo provide 
adeq11a1ely lc1r the anin1al and is tit lo have wstody of the animal. The. hec1ring shall 
be_.fo11c!udeg_~!Q lhe court ordtr_enlt rtd ll!~!"~Q!! -~ill!i11 oO day::; alkLU~ U!:!.!,g the 
hearing is com11H;11ced. No foe shall he chc1rged for the filing of the petition. Nothi11g 
herein is intended lo require comt at:lhrn for lhe laking inlo t:ustody and making 
proper disposition of stray or abandoned animals as lc1wl'ully perfonHed by animal 
coutrol agent::;. !emphasis addedj. 

Section 82!L073(3) alsn requires lhal "[tlhc otticer or age11I of auy county ... lctking (;harge of any 
animal pursuant to the provisions of 1his section ::;hall_have_wrillen 11otice _strv~ at ltast _5 __ Q.f!.Ys 
ru-h.!r 1!.! ti~ 1teari!ill set forth iu subset:tion (21'~ 

The language of the above 1;ilcd custody sta1111e plc1ces an 1111due hurde11 011 the County whc11 
seeking lo obtain rnslody of an abused animal, since it is immensely diffkult lo sci:t.e an a11imal, 
schtdulc a he,ui11g, and serve the allimal's ow11er wi11ti11 the timeli-cmic::; set tiJrlh in the statute. As 
a pradical mailer, cou11ly court juJges ::;et lhtir t,;alendars months i11 advant,;t and olkn do nol have 
lime lo hear lengthy custody hearings 011 short nolit:t. Furthermore, lite langu,1ge of the slalule is 
ambiguous a11d is ollt:11 interpreted differently by dilforent judges. For iuslance, should lhe 
language: be interpreted t.o lllean that the hei:lring m11st he scheduled wi1hi11 thirty di:lys lo he hdd 
within 1111een days? If so, the11 lite County b left with in::;11ffkien1 time in which to serve the: owntr 
prior lo lht hearing. In the alternative, b the slalull~ rnca111 lo be interpreted to meun that the 
hearing must. be ::;chcdukd lo begi11 within thirty day::; of the dale of seizurt .:11Hl must co11t:lmlt 
wilhin fifti;;en days? These are questions the Legislature should clarity by rtvisi11g Ille language. 

In addi1ioo, since the language of lhe stalule mandc1lts I hat the counlks ll>llow li1m:frami;;::; thul the 
courts are not curre11tly equipped lo follow, the l ,egislalme should niandate that lite un1rl::; establish 
appropriate prucedmes 10 schedule: these cu::;tody cases on an expedited ba::;is. As it 110w slauds, the 
County ha::; the burden lo ti111dy schedule hearings and risks h,1Vi11g a custody case dismissed tiir 
failure to comply wilh lhe j11risdiGlional time limi t::;; howtver, the <;ourls rnrely have time 011 tht:ir 
calendars for such hearings. 
PIJH.f)OSI!:: l<evise tlu,; language of Set:tion 828.073 lo clc1rity the exc:1<.:t timeframes that ll~e 
Co11nly is to l:0111ply, and mandate lhal lhe circuit courts of the slate establish prnccdures Lo hecir 
these cases 011 an ex:pediled basis. 
FOH .. M01ill l!'W0H_l)1~TiON: 
Contact: Dianne Sauve, Director Animal Ci::lre and Control 
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lli\.CKCROU~I); Local governme11ts receive stale support for libraries through llll'ce ditforc:;111 
programs: lhe Slale Aid program, lht Regional Mulli-type J ,ibrary ( '.ooperative ( ira11l prngra111, and 
Public I .ibrnry Crntslrm;lion Cinml progrn111. ( :outinuation of 1.hcse fondillg sources will ensun~ thal 
lhe Slate will play all appropriate role in e11hauci11g public library service by 111alching local lihrary 
expenditures, e11hanci11g cornmrtia services lo c1rea libraries, c1rnl providing 11eeded dollars for the 
coustruclio11 of new public libraries. 

State Aid 
The FY06-07 Stale Aid funding for public libraries remains the sanw as the previous year al $31 _g 
mi Ilion. Stan recommends lhat fonding be increased by an additional $l0 million to meet the 
rising (lrnpodiou of cipcnditurc of local foucls and the iucrc,~scd numhc1· of digihlc l•'loi"itfo 
libradcs. The statutory limit for Stale h111di11g is 25 ce11ls for every local dollar spent. Currently, 
~Hatt hmding is al a11 all-lime low l)f approx imately 4.6 cents for every local dollar spe11I. De111aud 
for library sc1vices continues lo grow and all 67 counlies now have al kasl om-; library iii the Sta,le 
Aid program. During the current year, Palm Beach County Librnry System received $1,445,61 1

) 

and the 1111111icipalilies received l'uuds as follows: Buyu1011 lkad1 $8'/,461; Delray lkc:1ch $'/4 ,319; 
Lake Park $ I 6,437; Lakt: Worth $38,353; Lantmia $8,763; Palm Springs $27,038; West Palm 
Beach $13'/,9o'/; for l<Hal ttmds lo PIH' of$ 1.8 millio11. l)uring lhc 200'/ st::ssion lfB2 1 would have 
dimiualed some inequity in the hmding fonuula but tailed lo pass the I louse. h1nding re111ai11ed at 
$3 1.8 111illion for '.WO'/ pending polenlial c111.s during Special Session. 

ltegional MuHi-iypc l ,ihr-.try Cool>crntivcs 
The Palm Beach County I .ibrnry Syslem is part of the regional mulli-lype library co11smti<1 know11 
as So111heast Florida I ,ibrary Infonnal.io11 Nelwork (Sl:H .IN) which co1111ecls hol.h public a11d 
private lihraries of all types lo one another aud allows us In serve the co11mu111ily more effoctivdy 
through the joint use of lcchnology, co11li1111ing education a11d training of library staff S1ute 
fonding for the o library consortia has 11ol im.:reased since 199.3/94. Currenlly lllesc cooperatives a1·~ 

bei11g fonded at $400,000. Populatio11 growth and expanded scrvices justifies h111ding lo remaiu c:11 

lhe authoril.cd kvcl of $400,000 ec1ch. 

Public LiLnu-y ( 'onstrnction Grant l~rognam 
During the 2006 Legislative Session, $9.15 milliun was allocaled fur this program which lilnded 
graut requests al the stalutory lirnil ~)f $500,000. This is the only g1>wrn111enlal htndi11g snurce other 
than local l'h11ds c1s federal crn1struclion has hec11 discontinued. Only $7.1.'5 million was actually 
appropriated lo applicants wilh $ I .4 million goillg lo Palm lkach Co1111ty. Thc Wl:st Atlc.111tic 
Avenue project was funded for 2007. PBC will have two 1,;011sln1clion projects (West Lantana and 
West Boca) carried over to this session thal were approved by the Slale I .ibrary for the pasl two 
years hut nol fonded in tither lhc 2006 or 2007 Sessions. 

lfO!t M O lU'. INFOn'.MATIO N: 
Contact: John J. Callahan HI , Direclor, Library Deparl111en1 561/23]-2799 
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ficaqner Law. 

HACKGl<OIJNU: Duriug the 2006 legislativt: session, there was a change to the •·scanner I ,aw" 
1hal affects all user::; of the County's radio system whenever they i:tre using lhtir pei'sonal or non
emergency vdlidc:s. This h1w iu t:fli::cl prohibi t::; c:rnploy~cs 10 lram;porl i:IIH1 u:sc thdr co11nly--ow11c;d 
radio inside a 1w11-1::mergency UHtt1ty vehide or lhdr personal vehicle (i i' that i:s wlial lhc:y drive to 
work) if llwsc: radio::; a re capable of rno11i1ori11g h-.iw--c11forcc1111.;111 0 1· lire radio 1n111s111issio11:s. 

Pl HlPOSIG: To amend l<'.S. 843.16 lo include allowing "employee;S of a local or slate govenuuental 
agem.:y" lo carry radios with access lo law e11force1nenl signals within their County assigned work 
vd1ides. 

HII:NlUWI': All County radios are capable of monitoring lc:1w-enforcc:1rn::nl or fire radio 
lrarnm1issiom;. Amending the StaL11le to include gowrnmental agencies would clarify this issm::. 

lfOR MOlU: I NFOHMATION: 
Cont.act: Audrey Wolf, Dirt:(.:lor, Facilili_es I kvdoprnent and Operations 56 l /233--0204 
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BACKGIU)UND: The definition of far111 and farm pruducl i11 Florida Statute 823.14(3) has bt:en 
iuterpreted so broadly tltat it includes uses that are uol appropriatdy txempt from a bui ld ing permit 
requirement. The exemption of a bui lding permit has hetu i11corrcdly lied to the l<ight To Farm 
Aet which has two separate c1ml distinct purposes. A re<;ent opinion from the Florida Agric1lll11re 
Conunissioner has rdn ti.>rced these broad i11terprdc1tio11s. Change~ lu the statutes should uarrow the 
definition of form and form product, not from Right To Fann J"l;quirements, 1>111 fro111 building 
permit exemptions sud, that only a legitimate farm ur agriculturnl purpost: is truly gelling the 
exemptiou. 

In addition, Florida Statute should he clarified to identify when 111,H lltre can ht: used for a bendh:ial 
purpose as a11 a<.:<.:essory to agricul t me. 

Pl mPOSE: To amend the florida 8 tah1les l.o clarity that those buildings that an.: 1101 serviug a 
true farming purpust are exempted from building permit requiremtnls. To i::nsure wht n n talllJre is 
dumped ou proptrly, that ii doe::; not harm adjactml properties, with th~ pretense thc11 is bdng 11.sed 
for " lanni ug" . 

HICNiWff: To protect the public i11teresl hy ensuring thal all building::; co11slruded meet code 
requirtment.s. 

Co ntact: Barbara Alterman, Director, Plmming, Zoning & Building 56 I /233-5008 
Hoh Ba11ks, As.sistc1111 County Attorney 561/J.'i.5-2588 
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BACKGROUND: Rdinoblasloma is a di:sease that causes the growth of malignant h11nor:s in lhe 
retinal cell layer the eye and e fft:cts I in every 12,000 (;hildren. Mm,l casts ()Ct;lll' i11 the firs! two 
years of life which i:s why it is important li.>r scree11ing of this disease l.o lake pl act bdween birl h 
and 5 years of age. Worldwide over 7,000 chi ldren die c:ach year due lo lack of early detection. 
011ly the Slate of California has passtd k:gish1tio11 thal n~quires eye pathology screening of 
m:wborns and i11h1111s. In infom:y, eye dilation is nteded i11 order for au omt.hali11oscopc to dele<;I 
I 00% of the lu11wrs. The use of c1 photograph of the child from parents and/or physicians can aide 
in 1the detenuinatiu11 of utilizing eye drops necessary for eye dilaliou. This IO se1.;011d txam wi II 
also dded other ocular dis1.:ascs that affect newborns, infants and toddkrs such as w11genilal 
calarads. 

The Palm Beach County Board of Cou11ty Commissioners issued a proclamation declaring 
I kcemher as .. Joey Bergsma Retinoblastoma Awareness Month" i11 \>aim Bead\ County lo raise the 
awareness of this disease. In addition, the Uoard passed a resolut ion urging the kgislalure lo 
njquire exams for early d1.:1cctio11 of Reti11oblastoma. 

PURPOSI\'.: To urgt the i"lorida Ltgislature lo adopt legislation providing for eye pathology 
screening for uewborns amt i11fi:tnls. 

HE~E!1J.> l:arly s1.;ree11ing in intimls will havt the poknlial lo save h1111drtds of 11ewhorn's visi()ll 
and lives and could savt.:: the health insurance industry millious of dollar:; a11nually. 

M!'Olt M(HU!: lNfOl{M ATION: 
Contact: Todd Bonlarron, Diredor, I .egislalive Affairs S61 /V5.'i-345 I 
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