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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Agenda Item#: __ _ 

(X) Regular 
( ) Public Hearing 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to approve on preliminary reading and 
advertise for Public Hearing on September 23, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.: AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING PALM BEACH COUNTY UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT 
CODE, ORDINANCE 03-076, AS AMENDED, AS FOLLOWS: AMENDING ARTICLE 
14.C. - VEGETATION PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION; AMENDING ARTICLE 
14.D. - PROHIBITED INVASIVE NON-NATIVE VEGETATION REMOVAL 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR A SA VIN GS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR 
CAPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE UNIFIED LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Summary: The proposed revisions to ULDC, Article 14.C., Vegetation Preservation and 
Protection, are designed to provide an alternate approach in unincorporated Palm Beach County 
to protect native vegetation and habitat, focusing on an approval process through established 
channels of development reviews in lieu of permitting. In accordance with Board direction to 
discontinue the Vegetation Protection Program as a mechanism to reduce Ad Valorem supported 
programs in FY2009, seven (7) positions were eliminated. The general direction was to modify 
the Code to shift the burden of tree preservation from a permitting process prior to development 
to a post-development performance standard review. The proposed revisions will result in less 
salvaged vegetation on single family lots, a reduction of salvaged vegetation relocated to public 
lands, and a reduction in native trees preserved within developments. The proposed revisions 
replace the permitting controls over vegetation clearing and construction with a standard process 
of approval for vegetation alteration; eliminate the designation of specimen tree status; secede 
wetland permitting to the State and Federal governments; and void all existing single family 
permits and dismiss all enforcement actions involving such permits. 

The proposed revisions to ULDC, Article 14.D., Prohibited Invasive Non-native Vegetation 
Removal Ordinance, continue to require the removal of invasive non-native vegetation; however, 
the financial assistance and incentives provided in the Code have been removed. In Code 
Appendix 10, which lists the natural areas, Ocean Ridge Natural Area is added. Appendix 12, 
which describes the incentive programs, is deleted in its entirety. 

The proposed revisions were provided to the Land Development Regulation Advisory Board for 
review and comment on August 21, 2008. Unincorporated/14.C.; Countywide/14.D. (SF) 

Attachments: 
1. Ordinance 
2. Clean ULDC version 

Approved by: 

Rewmmended by: ~:;;7-IAkL • fl. 
~~ 
County Administrator 

~,z_~/eJr? 
f • 

Date 

1("-/v 
Date 



II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal lmpah: 

Fiscal Years 2009 
Capital Expenditures 
Operating Costs ( ~S<.c:o [XX)> 
External Revenues ,,57,464 
Program Income (County) 
In-Kind Match (County) 

NET FISCAL IMP ACT\~ ,6'0:J.f;/;f.o) 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) __ 

2010· 2011 

'PY"D{X'ed / 
Is Item Included in Current Budget? Yes__ No 
Budget Account No.:Fund __ Agency __ Org. __ Object 

Reporting Category 

2012 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact 

2013 

C. 

Estimate of annual loss of revenues from permitting and enforcement is $57,464. 

Department Fiscal Review:~~ 

III. REVIEW COMMENTS 

Assistant County Attorney 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 



Background and Policy Issues: The Vegetation Preservation and Protection Ordinance, 
Section 7.5, was adopted by the BCC on June 16, 1992. Effective March 1, 1998, the Ordinance 
was included as Section 9.4 and Section 9.5 of the Unified Land Development Code. Section 
9.4. and Section 9.5 were amended to become Article 14.C. on December 12, 2003. During 
workshops held before the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) on July 8 and July 14, 2008, 
general direction was provided to staff concerning the reduction of staffing through program 
restriction. 

The Prohibited Invasive Non-native Vegetation Removal Ordinance was initiated due to 
direction provided by the Board of County Commissioners during workshops held on June 27 
and November 20, 2000 and was adopted by the BCC on February 25, 2003. The Ordinance was 
amended on December 12, 2003 to become Article 14.D. of the Unified Land Development 
Code. The Department of Environmental Resources Management (ERM) conducted a series of 
public workshops with the League of Cities Environmental Subcommittee, professional groups 
and interested citizens, which resulted in a phased-in approach for the removal of nuisance 
vegetation, incentives for the removal of nuisance vegetation and the protection of the natural 
areas in the County. The Ordinance established two incentive programs for properties in the 
500-foot buffer zone surrounding natural areas, the Australian pine/melaleuca removal program 
and the Cost Share Program. It also established an Invasive Vine Strike Force Program to assist 
property owners countywide with the removal of old-world climbing fem vine and air potato 
vine and the Public Lands Grant Program to assist local agencies and municipalities with 
invasive vegetation removal on public lands. A proposed Canopy Replacement Program was 
also established but never initiated due to staffing and funding. Due to recent budget and 
staffing cuts, the funding for the incentive programs was reduced in order to offset other 
Departmental reductions. As a result, the proposed Ordinance strikes all language pertaining to 
the incentive programs but keeps the phased-in regulatory requirement intact. 
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Attachment 1 

ORDINANCE 2008 ----

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM 
BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING PALM BEACH COUNTY UNIFIED 
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, ORDINANCE 03-076, AS AMENDED, AS 
FOLLOWS: AMENDING ARTICLE 14.C. - VEGETATION PRESERVATION 
AND PROTECTION; AMENDING ARTICLE 14.D. - PROHIBITED INVASIVE 
NON-NATIVE VEGETATION REMOVAL ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR 
REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; 
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Section 163.3202, Florida Statutes, mandates the County compile 

Land Development Regulations consistent with its Comprehensive Plan into a single 

Land Development Code; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to this statute the Palm Beach County Board of County 

Commissioners (BCC) adopted the Unified Land Development Code, Ordinance 03-

067, as amended from time to time; and 

WHEREAS, the BCC desires to further amend Article 14, Chapter C, in order to 

discontinue the vegetation preservation and removal permitting program, to maintain 

standard conditions for newly constructed single family residential parcels as part of the 

building permit process, and to provide an approval process for larger scale 

development; and 

WHEREAS, the BCC desires to further amend Article 14, Chapter D, in order to 

discontinue the incentive program for the removal of prohibited invasive non native 

vegetation; and 

WHEREAS, the Unified Land Development Code as amended has been found 

consistent with the Palm Beach County Comprehensive Plan by the Land Development 

Regulation Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the BCC hereby elects to conducts its public hearing on this 

Ordinance at 9:30 a.m.; and 

WHEREAS, public hearings have been held by the Board of Palm Beach County 

Commissioners consistent with the requirements set forth in Section 125.66, Florida 

Statutes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, as follows: 
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PART I. Adoption of the Unified Land Development Code Amendments 

Amendments to the Unified Land Development Code of Palm Beach County, 

Article 14, Chapter C, and Article 14, Chapter D, are hereby adopted as set forth in 

Exhibit 1 , attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Part II. Providing for Repeal of Laws in Conflict 

All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are 

hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Part Ill. Severability 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, word, map, diagram, or any 

other item contained in this Ordinance is for any reason held by the Court to be 

unconstitutional, inoperative, void, or otherwise invalid, such holding shall not affect the 

remainder of this Ordinance. 

Part IV. Providing for a Savings Clause 

All development orders, permits, enforcement orders, ongoing enforcement 

actions, and all other actions of the Board of County Commissioners, the Zoning 

Commission, the Development Review Officer, Enforcement Boards, all other County 

decision-making and advisory boards, Special Masters, Hearing Officers, and all other 

County Officials, issued pursuant to the procedures established by prior Palm Beach 

County land development regulations, shall remain in full force and effect unless 

specifically declared null in void in the Amendments to the Unified Land Development 

Code of Palm Beach County, Article 14, Chapter C, and Article 14, Chapter D, set forth 

in Exhibit 1, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Part V. Captions 

All headings of articles, sections, paragraphs, and sub-paragraphs used in this 

Ordinance are intended for the convenience of usage only and have no effect on the 

interpretations of the provisions of this Ordinance and may be renumbered or relettered 

to effectuate the codification of this Ordinance. 

Part VI. Inclusion in the Unified Land Development Code 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall be codified in the Unified Land 

Development Code and may be reorganized, renumbered or relettered to effectuate the 

codification of this Ordinance. 
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Part VII. Providing for an Effective Date 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the 

Department of State. 

APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm 

Beach County, Florida, on this the ___ day of ________ _ 

20 . 

SHARON R. BOCK, CLERK 
AND COMPTROLLER 

By: ------------
Deputy Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

By: __________ _ 

County Attorney 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

By:. _____________ _ 

Addie L. Greene, Chairperson 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Filed with the Department of State on the ___ day of 

---------' 20 __ . 
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Part .1 

EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

ULDC, Art. 14.C.3.A.3, Vegetation Preservation and Protection (pages 32-45 of 57), is 
hereby amended as follows: 

CHAPTER C VEGETATION PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION 

Section 2 Definitions 

See Art. 1.1, Definitions and Acronyms 

Section 3 Purpose 

A. This Chapter shall: 
1. Establish a program to preserve and protect native vegetation; and 
2. Prohibit the unnecessary destruction of native vegetation and require the eradication of 

invasive non native vegetation.:.~ ~ 
~ Set restrictions and requirements to protect and preserve freshwater wetlands and to 

maintain the functions and values provided by certain freshwater wetlands within PBC so 
there will be no net loss of those functions and 1.ialues due to parcel improi.1ement or other 
activities. 

Section 4 Applicability 

B. PBC shall have regulatory authority over the alteration or removal of non-native and native upland 
vegetation, and the establishment and maintenance of upland preserve areas. 

G:- PBC shall ha•.ie reg1:1latory authority o•.ier all wetlands, on parcels that are not subject to the State 
Environmental Resource Permit review process, hereinafter referred to as jurisdictional i,1,1etlands, 
with the e*ception of wetlands less than one half acre in sii!:e and entirely surrounded by uplands. 

G,.C.Terms specific to this Chapter are defined in Art. 1.1, Definitions and Acronyms. Terms not 
defined in this Chapter shall be defined pursuant to Chapter 62, F.A.C., the document entitled, 
"Basis of Review" (BOR), as amended, for Applications within the South Florida Water 
Management District, dated November 1996, and Art. 1.1, Definitions and Acronyms, of this Code, 
as may be amended from time to time. In the event that a term is defined in Chapter 62, F.A.C., 
or the BOR, the BOR shall prevail. 

Section 5 Authority 

This Chapter is adopted under the authority of F.S. Chapter 125, as amended, and the Plan, as 
amended. ERM shall administer the requirements of this Chapter. 

Section 7 Application, Process, and General Standards 

A. Approval V-egetatiGR Remsval Nstise ('IRN) fer of Initial Construction of Single Family 
Residential Parcels 
All newly constructed a§.ingle family residential parcels which are less than two and one-half 
acres in gross size will automatically receive a VRN with standard conditions as part of the 
building permit process. For the purposes of this Chapter, a single family residential parcel also 
includes a single two unit (duplex) residences and associated accessory structures, [Text 
relocated from 14.C. 7.B.1] shall comply with the following standards: 

4. Minimum Alte,atien 
1. Removal of native vegetation shall be limited to the minimum necessary to accomplish the 

purpose of the site plan. A site plan that eliminates or nearly eliminates native vegetation will 
not be approved under this Chapter Article. Speoimen tree removal shall ,eq1,Ji,e mitigation. 
[Text relocated from 14.C.9.AJ 

& Remeval ef Prehibited ln,.•asi,.•e Nen Native Vegetatien 

Notes: 

2. Complete removal or eradication of prohibited invasive non native vegetation, as identified in 
Appendix 6 Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, and Appendix 7, Invasive Non-Native 
Vegetation, shall be completed for the entire parcel or parcels of the Development Order prior 
to receipt of the CO. Planting or installation of vegetation identified in Appendix 6, Prohibited 
Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, and Appendix 7, Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, is 
prohibited. The parcel owner shall maintain the parcel free of prohibited vegetation. No 
additional permit for such maintenance of vegetation shall be required. [Ord. 2005 - 002] 
[Ord. 2006-004] [Text relocated from 14.C.9.BJ 
Notwithstanding anything in this Chapter to the contrary, all vegetation removal permits for 
single family residences, single two unit (duplex) residences and accessory structures 
associated with single family residential parcels in existence as of the date of the adoption of 

Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language crossed out indicates language proposed to be deleted. 

'l .... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14-ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

1 this Chapter are void and of no effect, and all pending enforcement actions related thereto 
2 are dismissed. 
3 B. Approval of development for schools, new construction of utilities. road right-of-way 
4 projects. projects requiring ORO review and agriculture of 10 acres in size or greater 
5 4.1.:_Requirements and Process 
6 4.a. Projects involving development of a school, new construction of a utility, road right of way 
7 projects, projects requiring ORO review, and agricultural parcels of 1 O acres or greater 
8 shall apply to ERM for approval of said project P-6Fmlt awtieations shall lae made on 
9 forms provided by ERM. 

10 ~-!LAn application shall not be deemed complete until the application fee and all information 
11 necessary to fully understand the extent, nature and potential impacts of a proposed 
12 project are received by ERM and approved by ERM prior to the scheduled ORO meeting. 
13 Any additional information for an application deemed insufficient at ORO meeting will not 
14 be approved until the next scheduled ORO meeting. Such information may include, but 
15 is not limited to: 
16 a:-1}A completed application form with the notarized signature of the parcel owner or 
17 authorized agent of the parcel owner; 
18 b,-2).A written explanation of the need and intent of the project and a description of 
19 construction or alteration methodologies; 
20 G:-~A certified site plan or survey, where applicable, showing all easements. Both plan 
21 view and cross sectional view sketches may be required; 
22 41.lParcel information including a location map, a recent aerial photograph with the 
23 parcel clearly delineated, and representative color photographs; 
24 e,.filldentification of the type and location of native vegetation in the vicinity of, and likely 
25 to be affected by the project; 
26 f,fil An Incorporated Vegetation Plan which graphically depicts the location and field tag 
27 number for each native tree and palm to remain undisturbed on the parcel during 
28 construction and the natural life of the vegetation. The Incorporated Vegetation Plan 
29 may also be required to be incorporated as a feature of the site plan; 
30 g-:-ZlA numbered tabular list of all native trees/palms surveyed, indicating the type of 
31 tree/palm the DBH or height of clear trunk if palm, and whether the parcel owner 
32 proposes to keep the tree/palm in place, relocate it, offer it for surplus, remove it or 
33 mitigate for its removal; 
34 ~filA completed Vegetation Surplus Form which identifies surplus native vegetation 
35 which the parcel owner determines cannot otherwise be used on the parcel and is 
36 providing for the use of the Surplus Vegetation Program; and 
37 hfil Methods of stormwater pollution prevention if construction of the project may result in 
38 an area of exposed soil greater than one acre subject to Federal National Pollution 
39 Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) stormwater regulations, a copy of the on site 
40 Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan shall be submitted as part of the ~ 
41 application for approval. 
42 ~ ERM may include permit conditions deemed reasonably necessary to protect the 
43 en>Jironmental integrity of any on site adjacent wetland areas, mitigation areas and upland 
44 preserves and to prevent harm to listed plant and animal species. 
45 4:- Standard Permit applications shall be deemed inactive until such time that written notice is 
46 receii.•ed by ERM that application has been made for a building permit, land development 
47 permit, request for review of technical compliance for parcels for which a land development 
48 permit is not required or noticed completeness of requested information is received. The 
49 permit shall be issued at the time of the issuance of one of the foregoing, as applicable, or 
50 within ao working days of determination by ERM that the application is complete and there 
51 are no outstanding violations of Article 14.C, VEGETATION PRESERVATION AND 
52 PROTECTION, on the parcel. ERM shall make a parcel inspection within 15 working days of 
53 a request by a parcel 01Nner. EOnl. 2008 003] 
54 ~Any application received that is substantially the same as a previous application that has 
55 been denied by ERM subsequent to the effective date of this Chapter shall be denied 
56 with a written response provided to the applicant stating the reason for denial. 
57 S-:-d. Any parcel where a violation of any Chapter administered by ERM has occurred, shall not 
58 be eligible for approval a permit under this Chapter until such violation has been 
59 resolved. 
60 +:e. Any application containing false information, or any approval permit issued based upon 
61 false information, may be denied or revoked and may subject the applicant to 
62 enforcement proceedings pursuant to Article 14.C, VEGETATION PRESERVATION AND 
63 PROTECTION, Article 10, ENFORCEMENT, of this Code. 
64 8-:-i. ERM shall have the right to make inspections of construction areas at reasonable times 
65 to determine compliance with this Chapter. 
66 ~ ERM may include permit conditions f.or i.•egetation debris removal b~' open burning but the 
67 conditions shall not be in conflict with burn permits from jurisdictional agencies. 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language crossed out indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

1 & Types ef Appro¥al 
2 ~ VegetatiM ~emsval AA:Jtice (\I-RN} f.9r Single F-amily P.ar-Gels 
3 SiRgle faFRil}1 r-esidentia! f)a,,:eel-s leBB than two and one /:la!f aGres in gross s~e wil/ 
4 a1:1tomatiGaUy reGei•,,e a VRN vlith standafd Gonditions as 13art of the e1:1iJdinf} 13ermit 13roeess. 
5 For t/:le 131:1r:poses of this Cha13ter, a sinf}te f.amify residential 13arGel al-so inGl1:1des a single two 
6 1:1nit (dl:lf.J,1ex) rosidenGe and assoGiated aGGessory stn:JGtl:lres. [Text relocated to14.C.7.AJ 
7 The VRN shall be signed by the applicant as part of the building permit process. 
8 ,i\uthorization will be iss1:1ee conc1:1rrently with the b1:1ilding permit. For alteration of vegetation 
9 before a b1:1ilding permit is iss1:1ed, a VRN application shall be s1:1bmitted directly to ERM. 

10 Conditions of the VRN f.or single family residential parcels are listed in Article 14.C.Q, 
11 Vegetation RemoYal Notice for Single Family Residential. 
12 ~ General Permit 
13 A General Permit may be iss1:1ed for prohibited and in.,«asi•Je non nati.,«e >Jegetation remo',18I 
14 and minor i.•egetation alteration p1:1rs1:1ant to criteria set forth in Article 14.C.10, General 
15 Permit. 
16 3-: StanElaFd Permit 
17 A Standard Permit is reqllired f.or 1:1pland .,«egetation alteration that does not q1:1alify for a VRN, 
18 a General Permit, or an ex:emption 1:1nder this Chapter. 
19 4: WetlaRc:16 AlteFatieR Permit 
20 A Wetlands Alteration Permit is roq1:1ired for any constrnction or alteration, (incl1:1ding bllt not 
21 limited to dredging, filling, remo11ing or altering .,«egetation or draining or flooding) on, in or 
22 0 1.•er jllrisdictional v.<etlands. A '.Netland Alteration Permit may be incorporated into permits for 
23 1:1pland 11egetation as described abo.,«e in this Chapter. 
24 i-: De MiRimi& 
25 Those projects for which ERM proi.•ides a written determination that there will be no 
26 significant ad11erse enYironmental impacts. ApproYals may inclllde bllt are not limited to: 
27 Remo11al of native .,«egetation that has been destroyed or so se11erely damaged, inadvertently 
28 or by acts of natllre, that it constitlltes a peril to life or property; certification by a certified 
29 arborist that \<ogetation is a hazard; determination by ERM staff or other qllalified professional 
30 that vegetation may compromise the integrity of a struct1:1re; remo\•al to selectively thin 
31 .,«egetation by hand; or, certification by the Florida Department of Forestry or P0C Fire 
32 Resc1:1e that a 30 foot buffer shollld be cleared aro1:1nd designated str1:1ctllres thro1:1gh the Fire 
33 Wise program. 
34 C:-2.Standards of Approval Issuance 
35 No approval permit shall be issued unless the application demonstrates that the project: 
36 4-c-ru_ Will not result in a net loss of wetland functions and values; 
37 ~Q}_Complies with water quality rules and standards set forth in Chapter 62 302, F.A.C.; 
38 ~ Will not adversely affect the conservation of fish or wildlife or their habitats, or adversely 
39 affect recreational fisheries or their habitats; 
40 4,.QlWill not adversely impact endangered or threatened species, and species of special concern, 
41 or their habitat; 
42 &,fillncorporates into the design alternatives and modifications to avoid or minimize impacts to 
43 native vegetation.,_.-i--afld--Existing native vegetation shall be incorporated into the site plan and 
44 protected during construction. Parcel improvement features shall be configured to minimize 
45 removal of existing naUve vegetation and maximize the use of areas dominated by prohibited 

46 and invasive non-native vegetation. Existing native vegetation that cannot be preserved in 
47 place shall be relocated to appropriate buffer and open space areas on the parcel. 
48 Relocatable native vegetation that cannot be incorporated into the parcel may be considered 
49 surplus. There is no requirement to provide vegetation for surplus. Non-relocatable native 
50 vegetation that cannot be maintained on the parcel shall be mitigated for in accordance with 
51 the Tree Re13laGeFRent Taete 14.C.16 1, Tree Ref)laGement, Table 7.E.2.D--4, Tree Credit and 
52 Replacement,.. and accepted by ERM prior lo the reee.if)t of the CO Technical Compliance or 
53 75% completion of construction. [Text relocated from 14.C.11.B.2] 
54 t. ERM shall also consider: [Ord. 2005-002] [Ord. 2008-003] 
55 a-J.,.Altemative designs to limit the removal of native vegetation to the minimum necessary 
56 while still allowing the applicant to accomplish the purpose of the site plan; 
57 ec2. Preserving listed species in place or relocating to buffers, open space or unimproved 

58 portions of the parcel; 
59 G-:-3. The likelihood of success for relocated native vegetation; 
60 d-:- The 1:1se of barriers and flagging d1:1ring construction to establish appropriate setbacks to 
61 protect and preseF\1e nati11e .,«egetation; 
62 &,£Mitigation or compensation for the loss of native vegetation; 
63 t At least 50 percent of the trees planted as mitigation f.or the remo1,1al of native trees shall 
64 be the same species as the trees removed, provided that the mitigation vegetation is 
65 locally a11ailable; 
66 iJ,- F-Or single family residences located on tvt-0 and one l:ialf ao.i:es or mor:e, mitigation may 
67 not be r:equired, other than for specimen trees, for the area of the ho1:1se pad and 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language crossed out indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14-ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

1 attached structures, and the seJ)tic system. This shall be determined by ERM on a case 

2 by case basis, after determination that the J)arcel owner is J)ro•1iding a building location 

3 that is the best en1vironmental use of the parcel; 
4 ~ For single family residential J)arcels which where the parcel owner located the residence 

5 that is the best en•1ironmental use of the parcel, mitigation of specimen trees shall be on 

6 a tree ror tree basis if the sJ)ecimen trees are not relocatable; and 

7 h~ Creation of a tree preservation area. 
8 j-,§. Off-site replacement shall be allowed only if on-site planting is not feasible due to 
9 unsuitable parcel conditions. Off-site planting shall be in or adjacent to a public park 

1 0 parcel or native upland area; [Ord. 2006-036] 
11 k:-7. In lieu of replacement planting, when on-site and off site mitigation has been exhausted 

12 or is unavailable, a donation may be made to PBC for the Natural Area~ Stewar:£18h~ 

13 E-ndovm1ent Fund. The donation amount shall be based on the average cost of the 

14 purchase, installation and maintenance for one year of an equivalent number of 

15 replacement trees or aewal eost of removing and re,:,lanting 6f)@GiFReR trees; and [Ord. 

16 2006-036] 
17 h The parcel owner shall pro11ide irrigation, mulch, and other praetical means t-0 ensure the 

18 survi1vorship of any relocated specimen tree. If a relocated specimen tree does not 

19 survi1ve, it shall be replaced with a nati1ve pursuant to Table 14.C.16 1, Tree 

20 Replacement. (Ord. 2006 036) . 
21 m:- Replacement planting consisting of nati•1e scrub vegetation may be approved on a case 

22 by case basis where appropriate soil characteristics O)j:ist, and amount of remaining 

23 canopy and other 1,mderstory vegetation will be sufficient; (O,d. 2006 036) 
24 &.-8. Sabal palms may be allowed as replacement plantings for canopy trees if approved by 

25 ERM and planted at 3:1 (palms: required replacement trees) based on Table 14.C.16 1 

26 7.D.2.O-4. Tree replacement, on 10 foot centers, +/-1 foot and grouped as shown on a 

27 planting plan Table approved by ERM,- [Ord. 2006-036] anfl,. 

28 e-c At least 50 percent of the trees planted as replacement planting ror remo'lal of nati11e 

29 trees shall be the same species as the trees removed pro•.iided that the replacement 

30 vegetation is locally ai.•ailable. (ORI. 2006-036) [Text relocated from Section 
31 14.C.11.2] 
32 ~Complies with any applicable federal, state or local designated preserve, conservation or 

33 mitigation area. [Text relocated from Section 14.C.7.C.6] 
34 .tL Gom,:,leto B_removales or eradicatioRes et prohibited invasive non-native vegetation, as 

35 identified in Appendix 6 Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, and Appendix 7, Invasive 

36 Non-Native Vegetation, shall be completed for the entire parcel or parcels of the 

37 Development Order prior to receipt of the CO. Planting or installation of vegetation identified 

38 in Appendix 6, Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation. and Appendix 7, Invasive Non-

39 Native Vegetation, is prohibited. The parcel owner shall maintain the parcel free of prohibited 

40 vegetation. No additional permit for such maintenance of vegetation shall be required. [Ord. 

41 2005 - 002] [Ord .. 2006-004] [Text relocated from Section 14.C.9.BJ 
42 3. Establishing Native Upland Preserves 
43 All staRdaFd permits approvals for parcels equal to or greater than four acres shall be evaluated 

44 by ERM for the establishment of a native upland preserve. Parcels that have significant or unique 

45 areas of native upland vegetation, regardless of parcel size shall be required to designate a 
46 native upland preserve equivalent to at least 25 percent of the total native upland vegetation on 

47 site or otherwise comply with this Chapter. ERM encourages upland preserve areas greater than 

48 one half acre in size. New public park facilities constructed on parcels 20 acres in size or less 

49 shall be exempt from the preserve requirements of this Chapter. 
50 Factors that will determine if a parcel has significant or unique areas of native vegetation include, 

51 but are not limited to the quality of the native ecosystem, overall quality of its biological diversity, 

52 the presence of listed species, the wildlife habitat, value grouping of native vegetation, and the 

53 compactness of the preserve and its proximity to other natural preserve areas and corridors. 

54 [Ord. 2007-013] [Text relocated from 14.C.11.B.4] 
55 a. Pi:esewve &ounda,ies The preserve boundaries shall be designated in a certified survey 

56 submitted to ERM for approval ,:,rior to iss1:1ani:;e of the standarr:i ,:,e~it. No easements may 

57 be located within the boundaries of the preserve. Prior to and during parcel alteration, the 

58 preserve boundaries shall be clearly marked and appropriately barricaded. Permanent 

59 preserve boundary markers shall be installed and proper documentation submitted to ERM 

60 prior to issuance of technical compliance or monitoring release the initial GO, if applicable, e, 

61 final vegetation iRspeet.ioR, and shall be maintained by the parcel owner in perpetuity. [Text 

62 relocated from 14.C.11.B.4.a] 
63 b. Presewve Management Plan The parcel owner shall develop a Preserve Management Plan 

64 to provide long-term protection and maintenance of the values and functions of the preserve. 

65 Activities that cause degradation of the preserve are prohibited. The Preserve Management 

66 Plan shall be accepted awrov-efi by ERM prior to a ORO certification iss1:1ance of the 

67 standar:d ,:>erFRit. ERM may provide Preserve Management Plan Guidelines. The parcel 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

owner shall maintain the preserve in accordance with the Preserve Management Plan. 
Preserve Management Plan will include the requirement to maintain annual reports detailing 
species presences. control practices for prohibited and invasive non-native species. activity 
corrections to maintain compliance with the Plan. and photographs demonstrating the state of 
the preserve. Said annual reports shall be delivered to ERM upon request. Modifications to 
the Preserve Management Plan are prohibited without prior written approval by ERM. [Text 
relocated from 14.C.11.B.4.b] 

c. PFe&eF\'e DedisatieR Preserve areas shall be identified graphically and legally described in 
the applicable deed restriction plat, restrictive covenant, conservation easement, or by a 
separate instrument to be recorded pursuant to F. S §704. 06, as amended. Said preserve 
shall be specifically and separately reserved to the owner, or if applicable, to the property 
owners' association as its perpetual maintenance responsibility, without recourse to PBC or 
other governmental entity or agency. Ptior to technical compliance iss1:1aRGe of a stam:Jard 
f:)6-fFR#, the plat or instrument shall be submitted to and approved by ERM, recorded in the 
public records of PBC, and proof of recordation shall be provided to ERM. Parcel owners are 
encouraged to dedicate voluntary preserves to PBC for preservation in perpetuity. PBC may 
enter into agreements with parcel owners to enhance private preserves. [Text relocated 
from 14.C.11.B.4.c] 

d. Nen Native Vegetation All vegetation listed in Appendix 6, Prohibited Invasive Non-Native 
Vegetation, and Appendix 7, Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, shall be removed from the 
parcel and proper documentation submitted to ERM prior to issuance of Technical 
Compliance or 75% completion of construction. the first GO, Gertifioate of Gomf)letioR, or final 
iRspeGtioR, wf:llehev-er 0001:1rs f-irst unless a phasing plan has been approved in writing by 
ERM. In addition to the removal requirement above, the vegetation identified in Appendix 9, 
Invasive Non-Native Vegetation within Preserves, shall be removed from the preserve area. 
The parcel owner shall therea'fter maintain the parcel free of this vegetation. [Text relocated 
from 14.C.11.B.4.d] 

e. M-itigatien Optien A parcel owner may mitigate for the loss of vegetation during parcel 
improvement by preserving additional native upland habitat or vegetation or by developing 
and implementing a restoration and enhancement plan for a native upland preserve. 
Alternative mitigation proposals that meet the purpose and intent of this Chapter may also be 
submitted. [Text relocated from 14.C.11.B.4.e] 

f. O#site Dedisatien Preserves may be dedicated off site in lieu of onsite dedication with 
ERM's approval. The size of the offsite preserve shall be based on the quality of the habitat 
or vegetation on both the parcel being improved and the parcel of the proposed preserve. 
The final appraised values of the parcel being improved and the parcel for the proposed 
preserve may also be considered. The location of the off-site preserve shall be determined 
prior to DRO. Prior to the-issuance of #1-e stam:Jard f)ermit approval, the instrument used to 
dedicate an off-site preserve shall be submitted to and approved by ERM. [Text relocated 
from 14.C.11.B.4.f} 

g. Pr-eserve Cash Buy-e11t A preserve may be purchased in accordance with AFtiGle 
14.G.11.B.4.G, Preserve DedieatioR.the following: [Text relocated from 14.C.11.B.4.g] 
a-:-11A parcel owner may submit a cash payment in lieu of setting aside a native upland 

preserve provided the following criteria are met: [Text relocated from Section 
14.C.11.C.2.a] 
-1-)g)_A written request shafl be submitted to ERM prior to DRO, certification for public 

hearing, site plan certification, or issuance of a building construction permit, 
whichever occurs first; [Text relocated from Section 14.C.11.C.2.a.1)] 

-2-ftu The cash payment shall be equivalent to the average per acre-appraised value, at 
the time of permit application, multiplied by the number of acres required to be 
preserved. PBC may request a second appraisal on which to base this cash 
payment; [Text relocated from Section 14.C.11.C.2.a.2] 

Jffl The cash payment shall be made payable to the PBC Natural Areas Stewardsf:lif) 
ERdo11,meRt Fund and shall be submitted prior to issuance of the permit or site plan 
certification, whichever occurs first; and [Text relocated from Section 14. C. 11. C.2.a.3] 

4-}g)_lf listed species are determined to be on the parcel, the applicant must demonstrate 
that the proposed action will not preclude the continued survival and viability of the 
listed species, or a plan must be approved by all applicable agencies for relocating 
those species. [Text relocated from Section 14.C.11.C.2.a.4] 

9-:-2} For bona fide agriculture, this cash payment option may allow commencement of parcel 
improvement prior to submittal· of the cash payment provided: [Text relocated from 
Section 14.C.11.C.2.b] 
-1-)a) The parcel owner records a restricted covenant on a PBC-approved form limiting the 

use of the parcel to bona fide agriculture, and requiring the parcel owner to make the 
cash payment to PBC at the time the parcel is converted to a nonagricultural land use 
or is sold; [Text relocated from Section 14.C.11.C.2.b.1)] 

Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
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ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

1 -2;!2). The cash payment amount shall be calculated based on the appraised conversion 

2 value or actual cost, if sold, whichever is greater, of the parcel after conversion to a 

3 non-agricultural use; [Text relocated from Section 14.C.11.C.2.b.2] 
4 ~Upon any conversion of a parcel to non-agricultural use where a deed restriction 

5 option is used, the parcel owner shall comply with PBC requirements for an 

6 enhanced landscape buffer; [Text relocated from Section 14.C.11.C.2.b.3] 
7 4-fstl The parcel owner considers increasing the upland set aside to offset any mitigation 

8 on the parcel for speoir:neR aRd relooata/:Jte trees as determined by ERM; and [Text 

9 relocated from Section 14.C.11.C.2.b.2] 
10 -a}fil The parcel owner may consider replanting the preserve, with appropriate vegetation, 

11 as determined by ERM in lieu of cash payment. The constructed preserve shall 

12 comply with preserve standards as required under Article 14.C.~ 7.8.3., 

13 Establishing Native Upland Preserves. Monies collected in lieu of establishing a 
14 preserve shall be paid to PBC for the Natural Areas Stew-aff.iship EndowmoRt Fund 

15 for the management of native ecosystems. [Text relocated from Section 
16 14.C.11.C.2.a] 
17 n,. Sena fkJe Agrislllt:ur-e 
18 For paFGO/.s that ha¥O a ooRseFWJtiOR oasor:nt:mt req1:JiremeRt from the SFWMD, vJ.hor:e 1:JPlaRd 
19 dodtoatioR aFOl:JRd a wetlaRd is iRo!-1:Jded as wetJaRd mitigatioR, tho !-aRd dodioatioR may be 
20 1:Jsod to redl:Joe req1:Jtrod 1:JPJand set asides by ERM. [Text relocated from 14.C.11.B.4.h] 
21 i.!J.. Tree Preservation Areas 
22 Parcels less than 4 acres or parcels greater than four acres with significant upland vegetation 

23 that may not otherwise qualify for a 25 percent set aside, may be required to provide tree 

24 preservation area(s). Factors that will determine if a parcel has significant areas of native 

25 vegetation include, but are not limited to the quality of the ecosystem, overall quality of 

26 biological diversity, the presence of listed or uncommon species, wildlife habitat value, value 

27 grouping of assemblages of native vegetation, compactness of the area, and degree of 

28 limited impact by prohibited and invasive non-native vegetation. [Text relocated from 
29 14.C.11.B.4.i] 
30 i.:. Pr-eserve Maintenanse Preserves shall be maintained in compliance with standards set forth 
31 in this Chapter and the preserve management plan. Non-native vegetation shall not be 

32 introduced into the preserve. Invasive vegetation that can alter the existing native vegetation 

33 communities by displacing native vegetation shall be removed if non-native or reduced, if 

34 native, to a level of non-interference with the growth of native vegetation. [Text relocated 

35 from Section 14.C.11.B.7] 
36 M. Surplus Native Vegetation 
37 Native upland vegetation that cannot be preserved or relocated on the parcel shall be considered 

38 surplus. An applicant for a staRdaffi pom:1it an approval shall complete and attach to the 

39 application a Vegetation Surplus Form provided by ERM, and a list of the available vegetation 

40 including the species names and approximate quantity and sizes of each species to be surplused. 

41 The applicant shall prevent inadvertent destruction by physically marking available vegetation on 

42 the parcel to afford easy identification. ERM shall maintain a list of persons interested in 

43 relocating surplus native vegetation, and shall assist in finding suitable locations for this surplus 

44 vegetation. Should a parcel owner elect to participate in the Vegetation Surplus program, the 

45 vegetation shall remain available for removal, sale or donation for at least 20 b1:Jsinoss working 

46 days after i8s1:JaRoo of tho poFmit unless a shorter time frame is approved in writing by ERM ... and 

47 the parcel owner shall cooperate with relocating surplus vegetation off site. Should a parcel 

48 owner elect not to participate in the benefits of the Vegetation Surplus program, this fact shall be 

49 stated on the staRdaffi peFr:nit application. [Text relocated from Section 14.C.11.B.6] 
50 5.. Mitigation or Restoration [Text relocated from Section 16] 
51 a. When native trees are removed or damaged without a permit approval or when trees that 

52 were to be preserved in place or relocated are damaged or destroyed during activities 

53 conducted with approval a pom:1it, they shall be replaced at double the rate shown in the 

54 Table 7.D.2.D-4 Tree Credit and Replacement Table 14.C.16 1, Tree Rop!-aGOFRORt aRd Ar:t 

55 14.G.16.8, /:Jolow. For replacement vegetation which dies other than by damage or 

56 destruction, the replacement value shall be that in Table 7.D.2.O-4. Tree Credit and 

57 Replacement. Table 14.C.16 1, Troe Replaoement. Should replacement values not be found 

58 in the Table, the vegetation shall be replaced like size for like size. Ta/:Jle 14.G.16 1, Tr:eo 
59 Replaoemont, shall apply to mitigation or r08toration as fo.!Jov;.s: [Ord-. 2005 00:l} [Ord-, 
60 2008 038} [Text relocated from Section 16] 
61 ..i.-2. A.lternatitJe Mitigatien f.er Publisly OtJJneC:t Parsels Alternative mitigation that meets the 

62 purpose and intent of this Chapter may be proposed for public projects on a publicly owned 

63 parcel. Alternative mitigation proposals shall be reviewed and a determination made by the 

64 County Administrator in consultation with the Director of ERM. [ Text relocated to Section 

65 14.C.11.B.7] 
66 c. All mitigation shall occur and proper documentation submitted to ERM prior to Technical 

67 Compliance or 75% completion of construction. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

d. Any clearing activity after 1986 which cannot provide evidence of approval, will be required to 
restore 9 trees per 1500 square feet of cleared area. 

Section 8 Exemptions 

The following activities do not require a permit an approval under this Chapter: 

J. Preserve Management Activities 
Preserve management activities provided that: 
1. The preserve area is designated by deed restriction, plat, restrictive covenant, or 

conservation easement and is dedicated to a public entity or approved private conservation 
group for preservation in perpetuity; 

2. The activity furthers the natural values and functions of the ecological communities present, 
such as clearing firebreaks for prescribed burns or construction of fences; and 

3. The preserve area has a preserve management plan approved by ERM. 
K. Pr8je6t& Requiring an en¥il'8nmental ReseurGe Permit 

A Wetlands Alteration Permit shall not be req1:1ired for those projects permitted for wetland 
impacts thre1:19h the Environmental Reso1:1roe Permit precess by i;:Iorisa Department of 

Environmental Protection or Sf=\11.'MD, and that are described in R1:1le 62 312.050, i;.A.c., as 
amended. 

[Renumber accordingly] 

SeGtien 9 Vogetatien Reme•1al NetiGe fer Single Family Residential ParGels 

The initial oonstrt:Jction of a singJe faR:iity 1:1nit or a single h.vo 1:1nit (dl:lf)I~) rosic:Jence or associate 
accessory str1:1ctl:lres on paroefs less tRan two anc:J one half acras in gross size shall raq1:1iro a VRN. The 
notice oonc:Jitions ara: [Text relocated to Section 14.C.7.AJ 

A, Minimum Alteratien 
Removal of nativ.e -vegetation shall ee limited to the miRim1:1m ne0e888ry to aGGompli8!:I the 
p1:1rpose of tRe site plan. A site plan tRat e!ifflinates or nea.r:/y eliminates nativ-e v-efiletation w#I not 
be approved l:IRder tRis Chapter. SpeciffleR tree refflow1! shall req1:1iro fflitigatioR. [Text 
relocated to 14.C.7.A.1] 

8. Reme¥al ef Prehibited ln•1asi¥e Nen Nati¥e Vogetatien 
CoR:iptete romol/./JI or er:adication of prohieitec:J iRw~sivt1 non nativ.e v.egetation, as ic:Jent-iffed iR 
A,apendfx 6 Prohieitec:J .lnvasi•10 Non Natfv.e Vegetation, and AppORCW(; 7, lnvasi•10 Non N-at-iv.e 
Vofiletat-ion, shall 90 GOR:iploted for tRe entira parcel or parcels of tRe Do•,te/opment Or:dfJr pFior te 
roGeipt of tRe CO. P./antiRfil or installatioR of '/.Ofiletation identified iR AppeRdh< 6, P-rohieited 
!nvasiv-e ,'\I.on l't/ati~'8 Vegetation, and Appendfx 7, .Invasive Non Nativ.e Vegetation, is pro/:li9ited. 
Tho parcel oWRor s/:lall maintain t/:lo parcel f.ree ofprohi9ited v.egotation. No adflitional permit for 
s1:1c/:I maintenance of vegetation s/:latl 90 roq1:1ired. [Ord. 2006 002/ [Ord. 2006 004/ [ToK-t 
relesated w [Section 14.C.7.B.2.h] 

e,, Permit Duratien . 
The VRN shall be in effect for 1:1p to t\vo years after the iss1:1ance sate. The iss1:1ance date shall be 
the sate of iss1:1ance of the b1:1ilding constr1:1ction permit. ERM may extend the Notice for one year 
1:1pon '+\'Fitten reqtiest. 

Sectien 10 General Permit 

A parcel owner may apply for a general permit to remo>.<e minor vegetation or for prehibites ans ini.<asi•.<e 

non native ¥egetation. A general permit with appropriate eonsitions sesignes to protect native vegetation 
may be iss1:1ed following an on site meeting with the parcel ovmer or the parcel owner's agent ans receipt 

of a completed permit application signes by the parcel owner or the parcel owner's agent. S1:1ch permit 

consitions may incl1:1de, b1:1t are not limites to, setbacks from pretectes vegetation, recommended 
methods of vegetation removal, preteetion of specimen trees and listed speeies, remo•tal of Prehibites 
ans Invasive Non nati¥e Vegetation ans recommensed vegetation sisposal. Parcels cleares 1:1nder this 

Section shall be maintaines free of Prohibited ln•.<asive Non Native Vegetation ans Invasive Non native 
Vegetation as identified in Appendices 6, Prohibited Invasive Non Native Ve9etation, ans 7, Invasive 

Non Native Vegetation. No additional permit for s1:1ch maintenance of 1,'egetation shall be req1:1ires. 
General permits are valis for t\vo years, 1:1nless extended in writing by ERM. (Ord. 2005 002) 

5&Gti8R 11 Standard Permit 

A, AppliGability 
A parcel owner may apply for a standard permit to: 
+. Remo•.<e prohibited in>.'asive non nati¥e vegetation; 
;b. Incorporate existing native •.iegetation into the site plan; 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language crosses 01:1t indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 

!3 

Exhibit 1 - Page 7 of 21 



EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
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1 ~ Minimize the remo1,•al of nati¥e 1.iegetation and maximize the use of areas dominated by non 
2 nati¥e ¥egetation :for the location of buildings or accessory structures; 
3 4- Relooate nati¥e v-egetation either on or of:f site; 
4 a,. Establish nati11e upland preseF¥es; or 
5 e,. Mitigate the remo¥al of nati11e ¥egetation, pro11ided that the acti1.iity furthers the preservation 
6 and protection of nati¥e ¥egetation. (OFd. 200& 03&] 
7 ~ With th& el<ception of bonafide agricultural, equestrian, and roadway production acti¥ities, a 

8 star:idard permit shall be issued 'Nith the applicable building permit lar:id de¥elopment permit, 

9 or written notification of technical compliance, and is ¥alid :for two years ur:iless el<tended in 
10 1.v-riting by ERM. (ORI. 200& 03&] 
11 8. TeehniGal RequiFemente foF a StandaRI PeFmit 
12 -1-.- RemOlfal of Pw:ehibited ln•.•asi¥e Non Nati\•e Vegetation 
13 Removal or eradication of prohibited and invasive non nati¥e 1.iegetation identified in 
14 Appendil< 6, Prohibited ln¥asive Non Native Vegetation, and Appendil< 7, lnvasi•.ie Non Native 

15 Vegetation, shall be completed :for the entire parcel or parcels of the De•.ielopment Order 

16 concurrent with the permitted vegetation alteration and prior to receipt of the first CO, if 
17 applicable, unless a phasing plan has been appro1Jed in writing by ERM. The parcel owner 

18 shall thereafter maintain the parcel free of this prohibited in•.iasive non r:iati•.ie vegetation. No 
19 additional permit :for such maintenance of vegetation shall be required. (OFd. 2005 002] E 
20 ORI. 200& 004] 
21 ~ lneoFpoFation or Reloeation of e:x:isting Nati¥e Vegetation 
22 §fisting natiYe vegetation shal! 13e inoorf:)orated into the site f)lan and f)roteoted d1:1ring 
23 oonstrYotion. P-aroet ifflf)rovement feat1:1ras shal! 13e oonfig1:1r-ed to minimi:Z:e r-emoval of ~isting 
24 nati•10 vegetation and maxtm;ze the 1:1se of ar-eas <iominated 13.y f)rDRihited and inva&ive non 
25 nati•10 vegetation. Existing nati•;e Yegetation that oannot 13e f)r-OSefVf>d in f)!aoe shalt 13e 
26 r-elooated to af)f)ff)f)riate 131:1fffJr and Of)en Sf)aoe ar-eas on the f)af-061. Releoata/3/e nati~'0 
27 vegetation ff.lat oannot 13e inoorf:)orated into the f)aroet may 13e oonsiderad s1:1Ff:)!1:1s. Tf.ler-e is 
28 no r-Ofll:lir-ement te f)rowde vegetation for s1:1Ff:)l1:1s. N-On r-e!ooatal3Je nati•,'0 •,cegetation that 
29 oannot ee maintained on the f)aroel shat./ ee mitig-ated for in aeooffianee with the Tr-ee 
30 R0f)laeement Taste 14.C.16 1, TFee Replaoement, and aeo0f)tefi 13y ERM prior to the r-eoeipt 
31 of the CO. ERM sf.la# also eonsider: {-Ord. 2005 002} {O,qj_ 2fJ08 Doa} [Text relocated to 
32 Section 14.C.7.B.2.e] 
33 a:- Altemativ.e designs to limit the r-emoval of nati'.'e v-egetation to the minim1:1m neoessary 
34 whJte sti!! aJlewing the Bf)f)J.ioant te aeoofflf)J.ish the p,n:pose of the site plan; 
35 e:- PresePl-ing listed Sf)eGies in f)laee or r-etooating te 131:1fffJrs, Of)en Sf)aee or 1,mimpro•10d 
36 portions of the paroel; 

· 37 G-:- The Jikelihoofi of s1:1eoess for r-elooated nati•10 i,cegetation; 
38 4- Tf:ie 1:JSe of eaffier:s and f./-agging dl:lring eonstr:y.Gtion te esta/3J,i&R af)f)rOf)riate setl3aoks to 
39 f)roteot anfi prasePl-8 nati•,10 ~iegetation; 
40 ~ Mitigation or oofflf)ensation for the toss of native •,cegetation; 
41 1c At ,least §0 f)eroent of the tr-ees plantefi as mitigation for the removal of nati•10 tr-ees sf.la.II 
42 13e the same Sf)eoies as the tr-ees remoi,10fi, f)rovidefi that tf.le mitigation vegetation is 
43 loea#y availa/3/e; 
44 g,- F-or single family r-esifienoes loeated on two anfi one f.lalf aor-es or mor-e, mitigation may 
45 not he ffJ£11:1irod, other #Ian for Sf)eoiFRen tFees, for tf:le araa of #le ho1:1se pad and 
46 attaof.led str1:1otl:lr-es, and the septio system. This sha.11 13e determinefi l3y ERM on a oase 
4 7 /3y oase basis, after detormination that the paroel ow-ner is f)roviding a 131:1il-ding leoation 
48 tf.lat is the 13est en·1-ir-0nmenta! 1:1se of the parse!; 
49 .f.1-:- F-or single family r-esidential paroels whiof.l wfler-e the f)aroel owner loeatefi the r-esidenoe 
50 that .is fl:}e eest en-.,iiFonFReRtal 1:JSe of the f)a,r:eel, mitigation of Sf)eotmen trees shat! ee on 
51 a tr-ee for tr-ee 13asis if the Sf)eoimen tr-ees ar-e not rat-0oatae!e; and 
52 ~ Cr-eation ofa troe f),reservation ar-ea. 
53 f. Off site replaoement shall ee a#owefi if on site p,lanting is not feasi/3/e fi1:1e to 1:1ns1:1itaele 
54 paroel oonditions. Off site f)lanting shat.I tJe in or ad}aoent to a f)l:l/3Jio park paf-06! or nati'.'8 
55 l:lf)land area: [Ord. 2006 fJ36} 
56 ./,f. ,In tie1:1 of F0f)laoement f)!anting, a donation may tJe mafie to PBC f-Or the Nat1:1ral Ar-ea 
57 Stewardsf.lip Enfiowment F-1:1nfi. T/:le fionation amo1:1nt sf.la# ee tJasefi on the av-erage oost 
58 of the f)l:IFGf.lase, insta.llation anfi maintenanee for one year of an e£11:1ivatent n1:1meer of 
59 F0f)!aoement tFees or aetl:la! eost of ramoving anfi F0f)!anting Sf)eoimen t.rees; {Oro. 2fJ06 
60 CU} 
61 /.,. Tf:ie f)arsel owner shall ,arovifie irrigation, m1:1Joh, anfi other f)rastioaf means to ens1:1r-e the 
62 s1:1Pl-iver:sf.lip of any r-e!oeated Sf)eeimen tr-ee. tf a r-e!oeatefi Sf)eoimen tr-ee does Rot 
63 s1:1rv-i•10, it shall ee r-eptaeed with a nati•;e p1:1rs1:1ant to Taele 14. C.16 1, Tr-ee 
64 Rep!aeement. {Ord. 2006 03&} · 
65 m:- Roplaoement planting oonsisting of nati•,ce ssr1:113 v-egetation may ee af)f)roved on a ease 
66 13.y ease 13asis w/:ier-e Bf)f)ropriate soil GRaraeteri6tios exist, and SFR01:Jt# of r-eFRainiRg 
67 oanOf)Y and other 1:1nderstory i,10gotation wi!t 13e s1:1ffisient; {Ord. 20fJ6 036} 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language Grossed out indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

~ Sa/:Jal f)8,'m6 FREI¥ 99 alloW6EI as F8f)t8GfJFR9Rt ptaRtiRfj6 fer GSROf)Y tr-ees if a,:,pr-oveEI /:Jy 
ERM BREI f)laRteEI at 3: 1 ~alms: ffJf/1:JiffJd F8f)laoemeRt tr-996) /:Jased 9R tat:>18 14. C.16 1, 
TFee F8f)la88FR9Rt, 9R 1 €} foot GfJRteFB, -./ 1 foot aRd f}f-Ollf)9d as BhOWR OR a f)laRtiRg f)taR 
Ta/:J.'e af)f)ff)V9EI /:Jy ERM; f()Fd. 2006 '13&} 

~ At least 9€} peFGBRt of the tr-oes f)laRted as ffJf)/aGfJRJ9Rt plaRtiRg fer ffJFR9\l8I ef R8tiV9 
tr-ees shall /:Je tf:lo samo s,;,ooies as the tr-eos r-omeveEI f)r-olJiEleEI tf:lat tho F8f)laGemeRt 
vegotatkJR is lesally aWJila/:Jle. fOFEf. 2€J€J6 036] [Text relocated to 14.C. 7.B.2.f] 

3.. Specimen Tree Remwal 
RemEV.(al of any speoimen tFee identified in Appendbc: 8, Speoimen Tree bist, is prohibited 
1:1nless the following oriteria are met: 
a,. Site l:)lans shall t,e de11elol:)ed te inooFf)orate any Sf;Jeoimen tree in its origiRal losatieR te 

the greatest ~nt l:)8Ssible; 
&-:- A Sj;Jesimen tree st:iall l::>e relosated in a manRer te ens1:1re surviwbilit}' if there is RO 

reasonable alternatiye that allEV."6 insoFf)oration of the tFee inte the pareel design; 
Er. If a speoimen tree sannot be Felooated, the pareel owner shall install replasement 

plantings oonsisting of nati:+,•e Yegetation p1:1rs1:1ant to Table 14.C.16 1. Tree Replasement. 
This req1:1irement is in addition to bandssape Code requirements and any other sondit:ions 
of appFO¥al. 

d-:- For bonafide agris1:11t1::1re aoti'i.•ities, mitigation for remG¥al of speoimen trees may be 
assomplished by insoFf)oration of relosataele tFees on the paroel, 1::1se of relosatable tFees 
as n1::1rsery steek, donation of relooatable trees to pYblis agenoies, sale of relooatable 
trees, er relosation to eff site areas appre¥ed by ERM. (ORI, 200& 03&) 

4.- esta/1/islllng NatiWJ Upland PFaserws 
All staRdaFfl P9ffRits ferf)aroeJB ef11JBI to er gFeator than foE:JF aor-os shall /:Je evalE:Jated /:Jy ERM 
fer tf:le estat:>li8RmeRt ef a Rative E:Jf)land f)FeBerY-e. P-a,sels that ha11e sigRifiGaRt or 1:JRif/1:JB 
ar:eas of Rativ-e IJf)taRd ~'6getatioR, ffJfJSFEl/.eBB ef paFGBI si-20 shall t:>e ffJfll:JiFeEI te Elesignate a 
Rati\'6 IJf)laRd f)FeBBP/8 Bfll:JiWJlent to at teast 26 peFGBRt of the totat Rative llf)laREI V9f}etatieR 
on s#e or ethervJise Geff¥J/.y v,ti#I this CRSf)ter. ERM eRsel:JFSfJOS IJf)laRc:I pFeserve ar-oas 
f}F8ater tf:laR one half a6F8 i-R si-26. A'f!Jw f)E:JBlio paFk fasili#es GeRstr'E.'6tec:I OR paF6916 2€J a6F88 
i-R si~ or leBB shall /:Je ~eff¥}t fr-om the pr-oserve ffJf/1:JiFemeRts of tf:lis Chaf)ter. [Text 
relocated to Section 14.C.7.S.3] 
.f:astoFB tf:lat w.W Eleter:miRe if a paF69I has sigFlifioaRt or E:Jniflue aFeas of Rative vegetatioR 
iRGIE:JEle, 91:Jt aFe Rot IJmiteEI te the fll:Jality of the Rati~'6 eGOBYBtem, OV9Fall f/USlity ef its 

e.ieleg.iea! diV9FBity, tf:le fN868RG8 of listec:I spee.ie&, the wikJlife haeitat, WJ,4'e fJf-OIJf)i-Rg of 
Rative vego#atioR, aREI tf:le GempaotRess of tl:ie pFeserve aREI its f)R:Hfimity to other Ratl:Jr:a! 
/i)ffJS8A'6 BF88S BREI G9FREioFB. {OFd. 2007 013} 
a.- P-resen• Soundarles 

The f)ffJS9A'6 991:JRdaFies sl:lall /:Je ElesigRated iR a Gert-ff.ied Sl:JIV&y BE:JBmi#ed to ii-RM fer 
a,:,pr-oWJI pFif>r to issE:JaRoe ef the staRdaFEf per:mit. A.'-0 easemeRts may /:Je leoated withiR 
the 90URE1a#es of tf:le /i)ffJ68P.'6. Prior to BREI fR:IRRfJ paFGBI atter:atioR, the f>F8S8P/8 
/:JoE:JRdaFies sl:lall /:Je GleaFly maFked aRd a,:,pr-opFiate/.y /:JaffisaEleEI. P-fH:maRent f)F8SBA'6 
/:JoE:JRdary marlfeFB shall /:Je i-Rsta/Jed f)r-ior to issl:JanGe of tf:le i-Ritial CO, if a,:,plisa/:Jle, or 
fiRa.' '.'6getatioR iRS,:,9Gti9R, BREI shall PO mai-R#aiReEI /:Jy the f)SF69I O\llR9r i-R pe,:petl:Jity. 

1h PFaseNe Mallagement P./an 
The f)BFGfJI owner sl:lall Elevelop a P.Fe68rY-e MaRagemeRt PlaR to pr-ovide loRg ter:m 
f)f-OteGtiOR BREI maiRtenaRGfJ ef the WJll:Jes BREI 'RJRGti9RS of the f)ffJS9FV9. AotMtieB that 
sal:J68 Elef}Fadatiof:I ef tf:le f)ffJseA'6 aFe pr-ohib#eEI. The Preserve MaRagemeRt PlaR shall 
/:Je a,:,pr-oved by ERM f)Fior to issuaRse of the staRdaFfl per:mit. ERM may pr-olJiEle 
Preserve MaRagelReRt P!aR GE:JiEielJnes. Tl:ie paFSel OWRer shall maiRtaiR the f)ffJSB,",'6 iR 
aG60fdaRG8 wi#I tf:le P.FeseP/8 ManagemeRt ,0JaR. ModifioatiORS to the PreseP/8 
M8R8€JOIR9Rt P/aR are f)ff>Ril:J..ifeEI withol:Jt f)Fier wr#teR a,:,pr-oWJI /:Jy ERM. 

c.- Preserve Dedk;ation 
Prese.'W3 aFeas shat/ /:Je iEleRtified fJFaf)hisally aRd legally ElesGFit:>eEI iR the apf)lioa/:Jle EleeEI 
r-ostFiG#oR f)lat, F8SY4Gtiv-e GO~RaRt, G9RS9A'-8tioR easemeRt, er /:Jy a 68f)ar:ate i-RswmeRt 
to 99 r-osor:deEI pursuaRt to F. S §7€J4.€Jli; as ameREled. SaiEI f)Feserve sl:lall se 
s,;,eoifiGally aREI S8f)ar:ate/.y ffJSBrY-eEI te the O\llRBF; or if 8/,)fJlioa/:Jlo, to the pr-operty O\IJRBFS' 
aBBooiatioR as .~ pe,:petl:Jat ma.wteRaRGe FeS,:,ORBil:Jility, witf:leut Feseurse te PSC or etf:ler 
€JOV9FRFReRtal entity er ag9RGY. P-rior to tss1JBRG0 ef a stBRdar:d peFr-Rit, tf:le p.'at er 
JRsmtm9Rt shall 99 Sl:J9RJi#eEI to aRd af)fJreV9d /:Jy ERM, F8G9r:ded iR tf:le f)l:JP!-io F8G9F(/8 of 
PBC, aRd f)f-09f of ffJG9rdati9R shat/ 99 f)f-011iEleEI to ERM. P-aFGBI O\ll-R9FB ar-o 9RG91:1F8€}09 
to EleElisate voll:JR#ary pffJServes to PSC fer pr-oserv-ation iR pe,:petl:Jity. PliC ma¥ eRter 
iRto agffJelReRts with pa,se/ 9'NR9FB to 9RhaRG8 pFiWJte f)ffJServes. 

d: NGn Native Vegetatlen 
A!/ V9€}9#ation IJsted iR A@eeRc:18< 6, P-rohieiteEI IR•,r-asive NM NaUve VeaetatieR, aRcl 
AGE>eROO< 7; tnvasiV6 Al-OR A.t.ati~ 'legetaUOR, shall 98 F8FR0V9d fr-om tl:ie f)aFGfJI pri-Or to 
iss1JBRG0 ef the fiFSt CO, ser:tifiGate of semp!etioR, or fiRal im;peetieR, w/:lioheWN 8G9IJF8 

fH:st E:JRless a phasi-Rg plaR has 988R apf)FOV9EI iR writiRg t:>y ERM. In aclditieR to the 

Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language oresseEI oYt indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
••.• (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

remo,;al requirement above, the v-egetation identified in Appen00< 9. lnv-asi•l-O Non Nativ-e 
Veqetation within Preserv-es. shat! be remov-ed from the proseP.'e area. The paroel O'llner 
shat./ thereafter rnaintain the paroe! froe of this 11-0getation. 

e. MitigatiOR OptioR 
A parc;el owner rnay rnitigate for the loss of v-egetation during paroel impro~,oment ey 
proseP.'ing additional nativ-e upland habitat or v-egetation or by elev-eloping and 
implementing a roster:ation and enhanGernent p.'an for a nati'l-0 uplanEi preserv-0. 
Altemati\'O rn#igatiOR propesa!s that meet the pul'f}ese ane intent ef this Chaf}ter rnay 
also be submitteEi. 

t, O#site DedisatioR 
P-reserv-es may be dediGated off site in lieu of onsite dedication w-ith ERM's approval. 
The. size of the effsite preserv-e shalt be based en tho quality of the habitat or '1-0getation 
on beth the paroel being impr-o•,,od and the paroel of the proposee preserv-0. The final 
appr:aised values of the paroel being impro•,,od and the paroel for the proposed preseA'O 
rnay also be considereEi. The tocation of the off site proserv-e sha,IJ be deterrnineEi prior to 
DRO. Prior to the issuance of the standare permit, the instr.,.•ment useEi to cledicato an 
off site preser,,o shat./ be submitted to and appro~,od by ERM. 

g.. PreseA'O Cash Buyout 
A preseP/-0 rnay be purohased in acGoreance with Article 14.C.11.8.4.c, Preserv-e 
Dedication. [Text relocated to Section 14.C. 7.8.3.g] 

th Sona fide Agrio1:1lt1:1Fe 
For parsels that have a conservation easement requirement from the SFVVMD, where 
upland dedication around a wetland is included as wetland mitigation, the land dedication 
may be used to reduce required upland set asides by ERM. 

i. Tree Preserv-atioR Areas 
Parcels less than 4 acres or paroo!s gr-oater than four acres with significant upl-and 
v-egetation that rnay not otherwise qualify for a 25 peroent set aside, may be r-oquired to 
pro•1ide tree preseA£ation area(s). F-aGtor:s that will determine if a paroel has signifiGant 
areas of nati\'O w,gf}tatien ine.4Jcle, but are not !irnitee to the qua#ty of the ecosystem, 
ov-er:all qua.w;, ef bioJ.ogical €1,i•,,or:sity, the presence of Ustod or uncommon species, wilelife 
habitat ,;alue, ,;alue grouping of assembl-ages of nati•,,o v-egetation, compactness of the 
area, and degree of ltmited impaet ey prohibited and invasi•t-0 non nati'w'e \'Ogetation. 
[Text relocated to 14.C.7.B.3.h] 

5. Nati¥e Upland Preserve iHmption for Single Family Use 
/\ parse! 0 1.•mer shall not be required to establish a native upland preser.•e on a parse! 
containing a single family residence or a single two unit residence provided that no more than 
60 percent of the total parcel may be cleared for non residential ancillary uses as permitted 
by the underlying zoning, including agricultural or equestrian uses. and including associated 
canal, pond or drainage features, and which results in the alteration or removal of e*isting 
nati11e upland ,,,egetation. The site development plan shall minimize the remo\<al of e*isting 
native vegetation and ma*imize the use of areas dominated by non native vegetation. 
a-: Agrio1:1lt1:1ral and equestrian Use 

Parcels for single family residences or a single two unit (dup,le*) residence in which more 
than 60 percent of the parcel may be cleareEI for agricultural and equestrian use, 
including associated canal, pond or drainage featt1res, and whict:i results in the alteration 
.or remo1,al of e*isting native upland vegetation, shall comply with the preserve 
requirements of/\rticle 14.C.11.B.4, Establishing Native Upland Preserves, above. 

D- 0. ther Ancillary Uses 
Parcels for single family residences or a single two unit (duple*) residences where more 
than 60 percent of the parcel may be cleared for an ancillary use not specifically defined 
abo•,e, but permitted by the underlying zoning, and which results in the alteration or 
removal of e*isting nati'.'e upland vegetation, shall comply with the preserve requirements 
of/\rticle 14.C.11.B.4, establishing Native Upland Preserves, above. 

<r. Nati¥e Upland Preserve lnoenti¥e Programs 
Single family landowners are encouraged to establish native vegetation preserves to 
protect and maintain nati11e upland 1,egetation communities. The BCC may establish by 
Resolution and maintain at its discretion one or more incenti11e programs designed to 
encourage establishment of nati',e upland preserves on parcels for single family 
residences otherwise e*empt by this Chapter. 

.. S1:1,:pl1:1s N-ati11-e VegetatiOR 
N-ativ-e upl-and v-egetation that cannot bo prosoPJ-Od or relocated on tho paroe.' shaJI be 
consideree SUl'f},ius. An appliGant for a standard permit shalt compteto and attach to the 
application a Vegetation Surplus F-orrn pro•lidod by ERM, and a /.ist of tho a,;ai!able v-egetation 
inc.'u€1,irig the spocios riames and appro:ximate quantity and sizes of each species to be 
sul'f},4Jsed. The applicant shalt pre•1ent inadvertent destruetion by physieally marking a•;ailable 
\'Ogotation DR the par:oo.' ro af:ford easy Jeen##cation. ERM shall maintain a list of persons 
interested in re.locatiRg sul'f}.'us nativ-e \'Ogetation, and shalt assist in finding suitab!o locations 

Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language crossed out indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

1 for this S1:JffJl1:Js ~ogotation. Sl:io1:Jld a pareo! owner elect to participate in tho \Legotation 
2 Sl:JffJHJS program, tho vegetation st:ialf remain a~ilaslo for remov-al, sale or donation f-Or at 
3 .'east 2{) S1:J8Jnoss days after f-ss1:Janco of tho permit 1:Jnloss a st:iortor time frame is af)fJFOved in 
4 writing sy ERM and tt:io pareol owner st:iall coOf)orato with relocating S1:JffJl1:Js vegetation off 
5 site. Sl:io1:Jld a pareol owner elect not to f)articif)ate in tho sonofits of tho 'logotation S1:Jq;Jl1:Js 
6 pregr:am, this fact st:iaU so stated on tho staneaFfi f)ormit awlication. [Text relocated to 
7 Section 14.C.7.B.4] · 
8 :,.., PreseA#.8 M-aiRteRaRGe 
9 Preso,ves sl:ia/1 so ma,intainod in eomf),lianco with standarcJs sot f-OrtR in this Cl:iaf)ter and tho 

10 f}resor;-e management plan. Non nati';-e vegetation st:iall not se introcJ1:Jcod inte tho presoAf.O. 

11 lnv-asive vegetation that ean alter the o-xisting nati•10 •;-egotation eomm1:Jnitios sy cJiSf}lacing 
12 native vegetation sl:iaJI se FOmo•10d if non natb;-e or FOd1:Jeod, if native, to a level of non 
13 interferenee w.ilh the g,:owth of native vegetation. [Text relocated to Section 14.C.7.B.3.i] 
14 ~ Standard Per:mit Options 
15 The following 013tions are a¥ailable on a ¥ol1:1ntary basis to a1313licants seeking a standard 13ermit: 
16 4. Option For Permit in A.dtJanGe Of ApprotJal 8y Other A.genGies 
17 The s13ec1:1lati>,1e remo'.«al or elimination of nati1.«e ¥egetation in ad¥ance of 13arsel irn13ro¥ernent 

18 is not consistent with the goals of this Cha13ter. ~owe¥er, certain conditions can pro\•ide 

19 ass1:1rances that parcel impro1.«ernent will proceed in good faith. A standard perrnit rnay be 

20 iss1:1ed by ERM in ad•.«ance of iss1:1ance of the Land De,.«eloprnent Permit, b1:1ilding permit if, in 

21 addition to the application req1:1irements contained in Article 14 .C.11.8, Technical 

22 Reg1:1irernents for a Standard Permit, the following additional information is 13ro¥ided: (OrEI. 
23 2008 003) 
24 a:- E>.«idence of s1:1ernittal of an application for a Land De¥elopment Permit and fee payrnent; 
25 ei: 

26 e-:- If no Land De¥elopment Permit is req1:1ired, e¥idence of iss1:1ance of a Letter of Technical 

27 Compliance and fee payrnent, and a copy of the SFWMD early works perrnit for the 

28 parcel; and (OrEI. 2008 003] 
29 s-:- A performance g1:1arantee in an amol:lnt eql:lal to 11 O percent of the cost to restore nati,;e 

30 plant cornm1:1nities appropriate to the 13arcel in the e¥ent nati¥e ¥egetation is damaged or 

31 destroyed in violation of the permit conditions d1:1ring the pre constr1:1ction acti¥ities or 

32 impro¥ernent of the parse! is abandoned or significantly delayed. Two estimates of the 

33 cost to restore may be req1:1ired for pl:lrposes of establishing the applicable amo1:1nt of the 

34 performance g1:1arantee. 
35 -B E><:ec1:1tion 
36 The performance g1:1arantee shall be e><:ec1:1ted by a person '.Yith a bonafide legal 

37 interest in the parcel. The performance g1:1arantee shall be kept in f1:1II force 1:1ntil all 

38 obligations therel:lnder are satisfied. 
39 2-t Form of G1:1arantee 
40 The g1:1arantee shall be: 
41 aj A cash deposit or certificate of deposit assigned to PBC; or 
42 &} An escrow agreement for the benefit of PBC and on a PBC appro,.•ed form; or 

43 Gt- A performance bond iss1:1ed by a State of Florida registered g1:1arantee cornpany 

44 which shall be listed the U.S. Departrnent of Treasw·y Fiscal SeF¥ices, 81:1rea1:1 of 

45 Go~1ernment Financial Operations, and on a PBC approved forrn; or 

46 at A clean, irrevocable letter of credit on a PBC ap13ro\1ed form; 
47 4- The final site plan certification has been granted by the De1.«elopment Re\1iew Officer; 

48 e-c The work for >.•1hich the 13ermit is iss1:1ed shall commence within one year of the iss1:1ance 

49 ~ 
50 f:. PreseF\le dedication, p1:1rs~mnt to Article 14 .C.11. 8.4.c, PreseF\le Dedication, for any 

51 designated 13reseF\le area has occ1:1rred; and 
52 g.,. Within one year of permit issl:lanee, all 13rohibited in¥asive non nati'.1e vegetation shall be 

53 removed. Thro1:1gho1:1t constmction, the 13arcel shall be maintained to pre¥ent the re 

54 establishment of prohibited invasi¥e non nati1.«e ¥egetation. A report ¥erifying the remo¥al 

55 of 13rohibited in¥asive non nati1,1e vegetation shall be s1:1bmitted to ERM by a landscape 

56 architect, en¥ironmental 13rofessional, or arborist. In the e•.«ent PBC e>c:ersises its option 

57 on the guarantee 131:1rsuant to Art. 14 .C.11.C.1.c, above, this maintenance and monitoring 

58 shall cease. 
59 2-: Cash Payment Opti8n in lieu ef Nati¥o Upland Preserve 
60 a:- A f}areel owner may 61:JSmit a sas/:i payment in l-iol:J of setting aside a nati110 l:Jf)!and 
61 proseAf.O pr:oyjdod the f-Ol!owing critoria aFO met: 
62 4t A written req1:Jest sl:iall se s1:Jsmitted to ERM f)rtor te DRO, certifioation for p1:Jsl-ic 
63 Rearing, site f)lan eertifisation, or iss1:Jance of a S1:Ji!cJing sonstr1:JG~ion permit, 
64 whjohe•10r oee1:Jrs first; 
65 ~ Ttle sas/:i payment sl:iall se eq1:Jiv-alent to the a11-erage per aeFO 3f)f)Faised va/1:Je, at 
66 tke time ol f}ermit awHcatioR, my_f/jpliefi .ey the n1:JmSer of acres roq1:Jired to se 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language crossed 01:1t indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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Notes: 

EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

preserved. PBC may req1:1est a seoond appraisal on vJf:Jioh to 9ase this oash 
payment; 

J.} TRo oash payment sha!! /:Jo mado f)aya9le to the PBC ,A,i;Jtl:J.r:al A.cea& Stewardship 
E-ndowmont F-1:1nd and shalJ 90 s1:19mittod prior to iss1:.1anoo of tho permit or site plan 
oerlifioation, whiohevor 0001:1rs fiFst; and 

4f ff fistod spooios are dotorfflinod to 90 on tho parool, the applioant m1:1st demonstrate 
that the proposed aotion will not proot1:1de the oontin1:1ed s1:1Pli•,,af and v-ia9#ity of tho 
listed spooies, or a ptan m1:1st 90 appFO•IOd t:Jy alJ applioa9le agenoies for releoating 
thoso spooios. 

B-c F-or 90na f.ido ag-rio1:1#1:Jre, this oash payment eptien may a.'low oommenGBment of par-oot 
iFRf)FOVOment f)rior to s1:19mit=ta! of the oash payment prov-ided: 
4f Tho parool ownor FOoords a restrioted omconant on a P-BC appF0•/013 form limiting the 

1:1se of tho paroel to /:Jona fide ag-rio1:1#1:Jro, and req1:1iring the parool owner to make the 
oash payment to P.BC at tho time the par-oe! is oonverlee to a nonagrio1:1,1tl:lra! land 1:1se 
oris sole; 

~ Tho oash payment amo1:1nt shall 9e oaJ01:1latee 9asoe on the appraises oonv-ersion 
•,,a.4.Je or aotl:Jal oost, if sold, whiohov-er is greater, of the f)aroot after oom'Orsion to a 
non agrio1:1lt1:.1ral 1:1se; 

J.} Uf)on any oon•10rsion of a paroot to non agrio1:1Jtl:Jral 1:1se where a Gooe restriotion 
eption is 1:1seG, the par-oel owner shat! oomp!y with PBC roq1:1irements for an 
onhanoee lan<isoape 91:J#er; 

4f The par-ool owner oonsiGors inoreasing the l:Jf)lane set asiGe to offset any mitigation 
on the paroel for speoimen and rolooata9le trees as eeterfflinee 9y ERM; anG 

-a} The paroef owner may oonsidor replanting tho presorv-e, with approf)fiato ~'Ogetation, 
as deterfflinoe t:Jy ERM in lie1:1 of oash payment. The oonstrl:loteG presen10 sha!I 
ooFRf).'y with preserve standar€1s as req1:1irod under Arliole 14. C. 11. B. 4, E-sta9.'-ishing 
J\l;Jti•/0 Uplane P-Foserv-es. 
Monies oo!looteG in lie1:1 of osta91ishing a presewe shall 90 paid to PBC for the 
Nat1:1raf Areas Stewar€1ship E-ndowment F-1:1ne for the management of nati•/0 
eoosystems. [Text relocated to Section 

& A/.temafiv-e MitigafioR f.er P-1:Jbliely Ov.'Red PaFGehJ 
Alternative mitigation that meets the p1:1,pose anG intent of this Chapter may 90 f)roposod for 
p1:19fio pr-ojeots on a p1:19Uoly owneG paroet. A!temativ-o mitigation proposafs shatt 90 reviewed 
anfl a dotoFmmation mado t:Jy the Count;, Aflmini&trator in oonsuttation w#h the {)#:eotor of 
l£.R.M.-.[Textrelocatedto Section 14.C.7.B 5.b)] 

4. Mitigation Option fer PrejeGts 
For projects that Elo not meet the permittin§ sriteria of Artisle 14.C, VEGETATION 
PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION, the applioant may submit a proposal f.or miti§ation. 
The proposal will be apprm,1e61 if: 
a:- An applioant Elemonstrates that the proposes aoti¥ity cannot be practically locatec:J at an 

alternati'le 1::1pland or highly Elist1::1rbe61 wetlanEI parcel; 
Q,. The applioant has takeR reasonable project moc:Jification rneasures to rec:J1::1ce 

vegetation/habitat loss anEllor degraaation, suoh as paroel c:Jesigns to lirnit impacts to 
speoimen trees; re611::1ce fill into or c:Jrainage of 1At0tlanc:Js; pro¥ision of an uplanc:J area 
(b1::1ffer) intenc:Jed to proteot wetlands frorn dredging, filling, or construction acti•1ities on 
ac:Jjaoent lanes; the use of erosion oontrol meas1::1res where the acti¥ity will oauso erosion; 
Gonstr1::1ction of pretreatment faoilities f.or storm1.•.iater to ee ElisshargeEI into wetlanc:Js; and 
1::1n61ertaking acti¥ities at s1::1oh time of year that 1N-0ulc:J ha¥e the least impact 1::1pon 
¥egetation, v.1etlan61, or enElangereEI or threateneEI ¥egetation; anc:J 

e:- The wetlanEI mitigation stanElarEls set f.orth in Section 4.3 of the SF\I\IMD BOR, as 
arnenEleEI shall ee the standarc:Js applicaele to this Artiole anc:J are hereby adopteEI and 
inoorporateEI by reforenoe as if set f.orth in f1::1II herein. 

5-. SeleGti¥e Mitigation 
A parcel owner may seleoti'lely relocate trees on the parcel prior to the first to oocur of the 
iss1::1anoe of a Lana Oel/elopment Permit, Bl,jilEling permit or written notifisation of teohnical 
oomplianoe, if the relooation will inorease the SUF\'i1.iability of nati¥e trees. The parcel owner 
shall s1::1bmit to ERM a stanaarcl permit applioation demonstrating that the trees are 
relooataele. No relosation may oocur prior to issuanse of the ERM Permit. Trees that do not 
survi11e shall ee replaced with nati¥e trees aocorEling to Art. 14.C.16 1, Tree Replaoement. 

-. 8onafide J),griGulture Initial Clearing 
ShoulEI ERM Eletermine that a parcel to ee oleareEI f.or eonafiEle agrioult1::1re may be alloweEI to 
remo11e ¥egetation witho1::1t mitigation, the parcel owner may reoorc:J a restricti¥e co1,•enant on 
a PBC approi.1e61 f.orm limiting the parcel to eonafic:Je agriculture, anc:J req1::1iring the parcel 
owner to make a oash payment or mitigate the trees on site at the tirne the parcel is 
son¥erte61 to a nonagrioultural lanEI use. The restriotii.1e co¥enant is req1::1ireEI to proi.•iEle 
lang1::1age stating the number of relooatable and speoimen trees required at the time of 
conversion. 

Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language orossec:J out indicates language proposed to be deleted . 

;<{ 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 

Exhibit 1 - Page 12 of 21 



EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

1 
2 Section 42 i Removal of Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation 

3 A. Rem8JJal 9f Pr8hihited Plant Spe0ies 
4 Improved parcels approved or constructed on or after April 28, 1986, shall be maintained free of 
5 prohibited vegetation listed in Appendix 6, Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation. 
6 
7 Section 4310 Fees 

8 Ac Fees shall be required as established by resolution of the BCC. Fees shall be non-refundable and 
9 non-transferable. An administrative fee may be required where projects require specific detailed 

1 O site plan assistance by PBC or where site plans change after initial review. Application fees paid 
11 by check shall be payable to the BCC. 
12 
13 Section 4411 Appeals 

14 A. Hearing Officer 
15 An applicant for any approval ~ may appeal a final determination made by the Director of 
16 ERM to a Hearing Officer as established in Article 17. C. 7, Hearing Officers, of this Code pursuant 
17 to this Chapter. The applicant shall comply with the following appeal procedures. 
18 1. Submittal 
19 A written appeal must be made within 20 days of the applicant's receipt of the decision by the 
20 Director of ERM. The appeal must state with specificity the reasons for the appeal and shall 
21 contain such data and documentation upon which the applicant seeks to rely. Failure to file 
22 within such time frame shall constitute a waiver of a person's right of review by the Hearing 
23 Officer. 
24 
25 
26 Section ~ 12 Violations 

27 A. Violations 
28 A violation shall be: 
29 1. The alteration or removal of one specimen tree or the alteration or remo¥al of up to 1,500 
30 square feet of vegetation without a ¥alid permit an approval from ERM, unless expressly 
31 exempt under this Chapter. Alteration or removal of each additional specimen tree and 
32 alteration of each additional 1,500 square feet of vegetation or portion thereof in violation of 
33 this Chapter shall constitute a separate and additional violation. 
34 2. Failure to comply with a condition of a permit an approval issued by ERM pursuant to this 
35 Chapter or a requirement of a Preserve Management Plan approved by ERM. Each 
36 condition or requirement violated and each occurrence of a violation shall constitute as a 
37 separate violation. 
38 ~ Altering, or allowing to be altered, any j1:Jrisdictional wetland witho1:Jt an ERM permit, or in 
39 ¥iolation of an ERM permit. 
40 4.-3. Failure to comply with the requirements of this Chapter or any approval granted or activity 
41 authorized hereunder. 
42 [Renumber accordingly] 
43 
44 B. Enforcement 
45 1. To enforce compliance with this Chapter, the County €-RM may issue a cease and desist 
46 order or require that a building permit or CO be withheld. A violation of this Chapter shall be 
47 punishable by one or more of the following: 
48 a. Q1:JadF1:Jple permit fees for ¥iolations in•1ol¥ing acti¥ities cond1:Jcted withol:lt a ¥alid permit 
49 that may otherwise ha¥e been permitted; 
50 b. Q1:Jadr1:Jple permit modification fees for acti¥ities cond1:Jcted with a ¥alid permit that are 
51 inconsistent with the stated permit conditions and res1:Jlt in a need to modify the e:iEisting 
52 permit. [Ord. 2008 003] 
53 &.-~Remedies outlined in Article 10, CODE ENFORCEMENT, of the Code; [Ord. 2008-003] 
54 Q. Any applicable remedies under F.S. Chapters125 and 162, as amended; [Ord. 2008-
55 003) 
56 e:-c. PBC may take any other appropriate legal action, including but not limited to, 
57 administrativeoo action, and requests for temporary and permanent injunctions to enforce 
58 the provisions of this Chapter; and [Ord. 2008-003] 
59 [Renumber accordingly] 
60 C. Pollution Recovery Trust Fund 
61 All monies collected as civil penalties for violations of this Chapter shall be paid to PBC for the 
62 Pollution Recovery Trust Fund. 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language crossed 01:Jt indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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D. Restoration 

EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

Properties cleared after 1986 without evidence of or in contradiction to approval will be required 
to restore 9 trees per violation. 

SeGtisR 16 Mitigati9R 9F R86t9FatioR 

WJloR Rativ-e Y'-eos are remoW:Jd or damaged vJitlwut a poFFRit or w/:ioR y:eos f.l:Jat wore to 90 prosoPled iR 
plaoo or rolooatod are damaged or destroyed duriRg astivitios OORduotod wtt/:i a poFFRit, f.l:Jsy s/:ia# 90 
F0f)l-aoed at dou9Jo tho Fate SROW-R iR f.l:Jo Ta9IO 14.C.16 1, Troe R-epl-aooFRORt aRdArt 14.C.16.S, bek:Jw. 
For roplaoomoRt •,~getatioR •1/hio/:i f#os of.l:Jor t/:iaR by damage or dostr.,mtioR, f.l:Jo F9plaoom0Rt v.aluo s/:iall 
90 f.l:JatiR Tabl-0 14.G.16 1, Troe Ropl-aoomoRt. S/:iould rep.laoomoRt v--aluos Rot 90 fouRd iR f.l:Jo Ta9!o, f.l:Jo 
~~gotatioR s/:ia# 90 roplaoed lik:o si2o for like si:zo. Ta91o 14. C.16 1, Troe RopJaoomoRt, s/:ial! apply to 
mi#gatioR or r:ostorat.iOR as fo!!ows: [Qr.d.. 2005 002} [Ord. 2008 036] [Text relocated to Section 
14.C.7.B.5] 

T-L • - .. A ,. ,t,! .. T.,-- ..,_ • 
---· - . -- - -- -

CrewR Spread ef +ree OF QiameteF at 4.5 i:;eet = ReplaGemeRts 
Abe•,ie GFade 

QQ Peet eF GF@ateF Gf: i+ iASR86 8F FR8F@ = g 

eQ 8Q Peet Gf: i4 2e iASR86 - 8 
aQ 59 !ieet Gf: 2~ 26 iASR86 - + 
4Q 49 Peet Gf: 18 2Q "iASRes = e 
6Q 69 !ieet Gf: 15 17 iASR86 = a 
2Q 2Q Peet Gf: ~2 14 iASR86 - 4 
~Q 19 Peet Gf: Q 1 ~ iASRes = a 
a Q P:eet Gf: e 8iAGR86 = ~ 

bess tl=laA a i;;eet Gf: bess tl=laA e iASRes - G 

A- Replacement troes shall be at least 12 feet in height, t\ve and one half inches DQH, and consist 
of nati•,ie vegetation, indigenm:1s to the aroa, and be Florida Number 1 or better in quality. l=ield 
grown roplacement troes shall be evaluated on a case by case basis f.or quality. 

,8.,, Replacement Palms shall be at least 12 feet in height. Sabal palms shall be roplaced at a ratio of 
2:1 f.or mitigation and this number doubled f.or restoration. A mitigation ratio of 2:1 shall be applied 
to permitted palm romoval. (Ofd. 200& 03&J 

G:- If the required replacement trees cannot to be purchased within 60 miles from the parcel, an 
alternate replacement may be approved by ERM. 

0:- Replaceable Specimen Trees greater than 22 inches DQH shall be replaced with a tree of the 
same species and equal or greater D91:-4. 

e:- Replacement trees may be replaced with a contribution to the Natural Areas Stewardship 
Endowment Fund f.or the cost of the purchase and relocation of a like troe. 

~ Dahoon Holly trees shall be re13laced like size f.or like size f.or mitigation and the number doubled 
f.or restoration. 

G-: Monitoring time frames shall be established f.or mitigation and replacement •,iegetation, as 
needed. 

M,,. Mitigation vegetation, other than troes, may be approved by ERM providin€1 the vegetation is 
native and indigenous to the area. 

h All replacement plants specified in the Standard Permit are required to be accepted prior to the 
release of the Certificate of Occupancy, unless otherwise appro1,ied by ERM. (Ord. 2008 003) 

Section 4+-13 Natural Areas and Preserve Areas 

(This space intentionally left blank) 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language crossed out indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

1 Part 2. ULDC, Art.14.D, Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation Removal, (pages 45-48 of 57), 
2 and Appendices 10-12 (pages 54-57) is hereby amended as follows: 
3 
4 CHAPTER D PROHIBITED INVASIVE NON-NATIVE VEGETATION REMOVAL 

5 Section 1 Purpose and Intent 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

16 
17 
18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

31 
32 
33 
34 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
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41 
42 
43 
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60 

A It is the intent of this Chapter to require removal and control of prohibited invasive non native 

vegetation. 
B. It is the intent of this Chapter to protect natural areas from unwanted seed sources from outside 

the natural areas. 
G:- It is the intent of this Chapter to pro•.iide incentives for prohibited invasive non native vegetation 

removal in ad•,cance of the requires remo11al time frames and pro'lide replacement 'legetation for 

canopy loss. 
G:- It is the intent of this Chapter to concentrate efforts and funding on buffers aro1:md natural areas. 

Section 2 Definitions 

See Art. 1.1, Definitions and Acronyms 

Section 3 Applicability 

A All provisions of this Chapter shall be effective within the unincorporated and incorporated areas 

of PBC, except to the extent of conflict with a municipal ordinance, in which case the municipal 

ordinance will prevail over this Chapter in accordance with Article 1, Section 1.3 General 

Provisions of the Charter of PBC. 
~ lncenti1,1e fl:,Jnds for use within municipalities shall be contingent upon this Chapter being fully 

enforced or the adoption and enforcement of an equally stringent or more stringent ordinance by 

a municipality. Funding determinations shall be based on PBC ERM re'11iew and acceptance or 

rejection of a municipality's replacement ordinance including the requirement of eradication of 

prohibited in1,1asi'41e non nati1.«e 1.iegetation prior to the certificate of occupancy for iFT1pro¥ed 

parcels. 

Section 4 Authority 

Ac This Chapter is adopted under the authority of F.S. Chapter 125, and the Plan, as amended. 

ERM shall administer the requirements of this Chapter. 

Section 5 Protection of Natural Areas: 

A The County will establish by geographical information system reference, a 500 foot buffer area 

around all natural areas listed on Appendix 10, Natural Areas. Maps of the natural areas 

including buffers shall be on file and maintained by ERM and made available to the public. 

4,. By February 25, 2008 PBC shall implement a program to e¥aluate the effecti'leness of the 

500 foot buffer for protecting natural areas from reinfestation of prohibited in¥asive non nati•,ce 

¥egetation from nearby parcels. 
2-:- Should the PBC find the 500 foot buffer is ineffecti1.ie at pre¥enting reinfestation, the PBC, 

using best available scientific information, shall determine if an e:iEpanded buffer is 

appropriate. 
¼ Maps of the natural areas including buffers shall be on file and maintained by ERM and made 

a•.iailable to the public. 
B. Natural areas acquired by the BCC using the Conservation Lands Bond Fund shall be added to 

Appendix 1 0 Attachment A pursuant to a duly noticed public hearing. 
C. Any individual, organization, or governmental entity owning or controlling a natural area may 

request an addition to Appendix 10, Natural Areas, by petitioning ERM. The petition shall include 

a description and map of the proposed addition, written justification for listing, a copy of the 

management plan, if available, and proof of notice to parcel owners within the proposed buffer of 

the natural area. ERM recommended additions to Appendix 10, Natural Areas, or changes to the 

size of the buffer area may be approved by the BCC following a duly noticed public hearing.,. 

1. For publicly owned natural areas, there is no minimum size for listing. 
2. For privately owned natural areas, there must be a minimum of 1 0 acres of natural area 

unless determined by ERM to be a highly significant natural area including scrub, wetlands or 

mangrove communities and maintained under a management plan approved or accepted by 

ERM 

Section 6 Removal of Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language crossed out indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 

Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

A. By January 1, of the applicable year provided on Appendix 11, Prohibited Vegetation Removal 
Schedule, a parcel owner of a property located within the 500 foot buffer area around each 
natural area listed in Appendix 1 0 shall remove or caused to be removed or eradicated, the 
prohibited invasive non native vegetation as listed on Appendix 11, Prohibited Vegetation 
Removal Schedule, unless an exemption is provided under Article 14.D.8 z, Exemptions, of this 
Chapter. 

fl For parcels located outside the 500 foot buffer area around each natural area listed in Appendix 
10, a parcel owner shall remove or cause to be removed old world climbing fern and air potato as 
listed in Appendix 11, Prohibited Vegetation Removal Schedule, unless an exemption is provided 
under Article 14.D.7, Exemptions, of this Chapter. 

8-:-.Q.Upon removal of prohibited invasive non native vegetation under this Chapter or any other 
ordinance requiring removal of this nuisance vegetation, the parcel owner shall maintain the 
parcel free of prohibited invasive non native vegetation. 

G,. Qualified parsel o•Nners who receive incenti•.ies under this Chapter shall maintain the parcel free 
of prohibited invasive non nati11e 11egetation. 

G,. Complete removal or eradication of all prohibited in11asi11e non natii.ie vegetation as listed on 
Appendix 11, Prohibited Vegetation Removal Schedule, shall be completed fer an entire parcel 
prior to the certificate of occupancy. Planting or installation of this \1egetation is prohibited. 

D. In accordance with Article 14.C.9, improved parcels located in unincorporated Palm Beach 
County, approved or constructed on or after April 28, 1986, shall be maintained free of prohibited 
vegetation listed in Appendix 6 & 11, Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation. The applicable 
year as described in Article 14.D.6.A and provided in Appendix 11, does not apply to these 
parcels, instead parcel owners of these improved parcels shall immediately and perpetually 
maintain them free of all Prohibited Invasive Non-native Vegetation. 

.!;.. Planting or installation of this vegetation is prohibited. 

SeGtiOR 7 IRG8Rti¥86 

A-: The incenti•.ie program is a•.iailable to all qualified parcels and unimproved parsels, or portions 
thereof within the buffer area, subject to availability of funding and annual appropriation of funds 
by the BCC. 

8-:- The incentive program may be pro•.iided to parsels that are not qualified parsels if it is determined 
that the prohibited invasive non native ,,egetation to be removed under the incenti\1e program ..,,,as 
not required by the County or municipality to be removed at the time of parcel impro11ement. 

G,. The initial incenti11e program is listed in Appendix 12, Incentive Program. It may be amended as 
needed by the BCC. 

Section az Exemptions 

A. Except fer the required removal of old world climbing fern and air potato vine, the fellowing 
parcels are exempt from Article 14 .0.6, Removal of Prohibited Invasive Non Native Vegetation, of 
this Chapter: · 
1. Parsels improved prior to April 28, 1986 fer unincorporated county and 13arcels improved 13rior 

to the effecti•.ie date of a municipal ordinance requiring remo\1al of prohibited invasi\1e non 
native vegetation fer incorporated areas. l=lowever, if the parsel or portion of the parsel is 
located within a buffer area, the parsel is exempt from the time lines fer eradication set ferth 
in Ap13endix 11, Prohibited Vegetation Removal Schedule, fer prohibited in•.iasive non nati¥e 
,,egetation only if the parsel owner agrees to participate in an incenti•.ie program established 
to remo11e that ,,egetation from the parcel. For purposes of this Chapter, agreement to 
participate means the execution of a written agreement with ERM on behalf of the BCC fer 
this pur13ose, and compliance with said agreement. 

2-:- Unimpro•.ied parcels, other than those located in buffer areas. 
3-:- For impro¥ed and unimproved parcels or portions of parsels within buffer areas, time lines set 

forth in Appendix 11, Prohibited Vegetation Remo¥al Schedule, fer eradication of Melaleuca 
and Australian pine will be suspended if the parcel owner executes an agreement with ERM 
to 13articipate in an incenti11e 13rogram established to remove that vegetation from the parcel. 

4,. For parcels or portions of parcels outside of buffer areas, removal or eradication of Melaleuca 
and Australian pine is encouraged but not required. 

AS. For parcels impacted by greater than 30 percent coverage of prohibited invasive non native 
vegetation or parcels containing 100 acres or greater in size, a management plan may be 
approved by ERM to space the eradication rate over an extended period. To be eligible for this 
approval, the management plan must be provided to, and approved by ERM, and eradication 
begun prior to the required date for removal or eradication of the prohibited invasive non native 
vegetation addressed in the plan. 

BC. For parcels or portions of parcels that necessitate phased removal or eradication of prohibited 
invasive non native vegetation in response to a documented need for maintenance of existing 
wildlife values, a management plan may be approved by ERM to extend the time for removal. 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
Language crossed out indicates language proposed to be deleted . 
.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
Relocated language is shown as italicized with reference in parenthesis. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14- ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

1 
2 Section 9--§. Enforcement 

3 A. Violations of this Chapter shall be: 
4 1. Failure of a parcel owner to remove or eradicate Vegetation in accordance with Art. 14.D.6.A. 
5 Removal of Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation. 
6 2. Failure of a parcel owner to maintain non exempt parcels free of prohibited invasive non-
7 native vegetation in accordance with Art. 14.D.6.B, of this Chapter. 
8 3. Failure of a parcel owner to comply with a non compliance or notice of violation time frame as 
9 described in Article 14.D.-9§..B.3, and Article 14.D.Q §..8.4. 

10 B. The following are procedures which are to be followed for compliance and enforcement with this 
11 Chapter: 
12 1. Inspection of a parcel to determine the possible location of prohibited invasive non native 
13 vegetation. 
14 2. Preparation and provision of an information notice informing the parcel owner of prohibited 
15 invasive non native vegetation on the parcel and instructions for the removal or eradication of 
16 the vegetation and a time frame provided for compliance. A follow up inspection is 
17 conducted. 
18 3. Preparation and provision of a non compliance notice to the parcel owner concerning the 
19 possible violation of this Chapter, including a stated time frame of 30 days for compliance. A 
20 follow l:lp inspection is condl:lcted. 
21 4. Preparation and provision of a notice of violation to the parcel owner concerning the possible 
22 violation of this Chapter and failure to comply with the non compliance notice, including a 
23 stated time frame of 30 days for compliance. A follow up inspection is condl:lcted. 
24 5. Preparation and provision of a Notice of Hearing to the parcel owner concerning the possible 
25 violation of this Chapter, failure to comply with a notice of violation, and an order to appear 
26 before the Groundwater and Natural Resources Protection Board (GNRPB). 
27 6. The decision of the GNRPB, which may include corrective actions and civil penalties in the 
28 maximum amount of $1000.00 per day, per violation, shall be the final administrative action 
29 on behalf of ERM and PBC. Any person who is a party to the proceeding before the GNRPB 
30 may appeal to the Circuit Court of PBC in accordance with applicable Florida Appellate 
31 Rules. 
32 C. Additional remedies for enforcement ara include the civil remedies provided for in any applicable 
33 remedies under F.S. Chapter.§ 125 and 162, as amended, and other legal action, including but 
34 not limited to, administrative action and requests for temporary and permanent injunctions to 
35 enforce the provisions of this Chapter. 
36 D. In order to provide an expeditious settlement that would be beneficial to the enforcement of this 
37 Chapter and be in the best interest of the citizens of PBC, the Director of ERM is authorized to 
38 enter into voluntary consent (settlement) agreements with alleged violators. Any such agreement 
39 shall be a formal written consent agreement between ERM on behalf of PBC, by and through its 
40 Director, and any such alleged violators, and shall be approved as to form and legal sufficiency 
41 by the County Attorney's Office. The agreement can be entered into at any time prior to the 
42 hearing before the GNRPB. 
43 1. Conditions. Such consent agreements may be conditioned upon a promise by the alleged 
44 violator to: 
45 a. Remove or eradicate prohibited invasive non-native vegetation and maintain the parcel 
46 free of this vegetation, and 
47 b. Remit payment of a monetary settlement not to exceed the maximum amount allowed per 
48 violation, as set forth in this Chapter, and 
49 c. Remit payment for costs and expenses of the PBC for investigation and enforcement, 
50 and 
51 d. Any other remedies and corrective action deemed necessary and appropriate by the 
52 Director of ERM to ensure compliance with this Chapter. 
53 2. The consent agreement shall not serve as evidence of a violation of this Chapter and shall 
54 expressly state that the alleged violator neither admits nor denies culpability for the alleged 
55 violations by entering into such agreement. In addition, prior to entering into any such 
56 consent agreement, each alleged violator shall be apprised of the right to have the matter 
57 heard by the GNRPB in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter, and that execution of 
58 the agreement is not required. 
59 3. The consent agreement shall be valid and enforceable in a court of competent jurisdiction in 
60 PBC and shall abate any enforcement proceedings available to ERM for so long as the terms 
61 and conditions of such agreement are complied with. In the event the alleged violator fails to 
62 comply with the terms and conditions set forth in the executed agreement, the Director of 
63 ERM may either: 
64 a. Consider the consent agreement void and pursue any remedies available for 
65 enforcement of the applicable provisions of this Chapter; or 
66 b. Initiate legal proceedings for specific performance of the consent agreement. 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
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.... (ellipses) indicates language not amended which has been omitted to save space. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

E. All monies collected pursuant to violations of this Chapter whether from consent agreement 
or the GNRPB shall be deposited in the PBC Pollution Recovery Trust Fund. 

(This space intentionally left blank) 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

1 APPENDIX 10 NATURAL AREAS 
2 
3 The following are ultimate boundaries of natural areas acquired under the 1991 Sensitive Lands or 1999 

4 Conservation Lands bond issues as listed in Resolution 99-1073 as well as natural areas acquired by 

5 other governmental entities in PBC. Maps of each area are designated by Range, Township and Chapter 

6 with its associated 500 foot buffer and are on file at ERM for inspection. 
7 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

INCORPORATED PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Boca Raton: Blazing Star Preserve (R42 T47 S25) [Ord. 2006-036] 

Cypress Knee Slough Preserve (R42 T47 S23-24) 

Boynton Beach: 

Delray: 

Highland Beach: 
Hypoluxo: 
Juno: 
Jupiter: 

Lake Park: 
North Palm Beach: 
Ocean Ridge: 
Palm Beach: 

Palm Beach Gardens: 

Royal Palm Beach: 
West Palm Beach: 

Notes: 

Florida Atlantic University Ecological Site (R42 T47 S12/13; R43 T47 S07/18 

Gopher Tortoise Preserve (R43 T46 S32) 
Gumbo Limbo Environmental Complex & Red Reef Park Dune (R43 T47 
16/21) . 
Pond Hawk Natural Area (R42 T47 S12) 
Rosemary Ridge Preserve (R43 T46 S32) 
Serenoa Glade Preserve (R42 T47 S24) 
South Beach Park Dune (R43 T47 S21) 
Yamato Scrub Natural Area (R43 T46 S31; R43 T47 S06) 
Rosemary Scrub Natural Area (R43 T45 S09/16) 
Seacrest Scrub Natural Area (R43 T46 S04) 
Delray Oaks Natural Area (R43 T 46 S30) 
Leon Weeks Preserve (R43 T 46 S29) 
Highland Beach Mangrove Preserve (R43 T46 S33) 
Hypoluxo Scrub Natural Area (R43 T45 S10) 
Juno Dunes Natural Area (R43 T41 S20/21/28/29) 
Delaware Scrub Natural Area (R42 T41 S02) [Ord. 2006-036] 
Jupiter Ridge Natural Area (R43 T41 S07/08/17/18) 
Limestone Creek Natural Area (R42 T41 S03) 
North Jupiter Flatwoods Natural Area (R42 T 40 S32/33) 
Riverbend Park (R42 T40 S32/33; R42 T41 S0S/06/07/08/17) 
Lake Park Scrub Natural Area (R43 T42 S20) 
John D. MacArthur Beach State Park (R43 T42 S10/15) 
Ocean Ridge Hammock Park (R43 T 45 S22) 
Ocean Ridge Natural Area (R43 T 45 S27) 
Palm Beach Island Sanctuaries (R43 T 43 S34; R43 T 44 S03/10/15) 
Frenchman's Forest Natural Area (R43 T41 S32) 
Hungryland Slough Natural Area (R41 T41 S19/20/28/29/30/31/32/33/) 
Loxahatchee Slough Natural Area -includes Sandhill Crane (R41 T41 
S23/24/25/26/27/34/35/36; R41 T42 S01/02/11/12/13; R42 T41 

S19/28/29/30/31/32; R42 T42 S05/06/07/08/09/16/17) 
Prosperity Oaks Natural Area (R43 T42 S05) 
Royal Palm Beach Pines Natural Area (R41 T43 S15/16) 
Winding Waters Natural Area (R42 T42 S35) 
Grassy Waters Preserve (R42 T42 07/08/16/17/18/19/20/21/28/29/30/31/ 

32/33; R42 T 43 03/04/05/06/07 /08/09/10/15/16/17 /18) 

(This space intentionally left blank) 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

1 
2 APP6NDIX 12 INC6NTIV6 PROGRAM 

3 
4 AUSTRALIAN PIN6 AND M6LAL6UCA R6MO\JJ'.L PROGRAM 
5 Under this program, PBC would pay to remo•.ie or eradicate Australian pine and Melaleuca on all EIUalified 
6 and unimproved parcels in these buffer areas 1.vith permission of the parcel owner. Treatment on 
7 unimproved land 1.vould be similar to methods used on natural areas •Nith some prohibited vegetation 
8 being potentially treated with herbicide in place and not remo1•1ed from the site. For impro¥ed properties, 
9 the prohibited ¥egetation •A1ould be removed in its entirety. 

10 
11 COST SMAR6 PROGRAM FOR OTM6R PROMl8ITED PLANT SPECIES 
12 The cost share program is being recommended to facilitate the removal of the remaining seven of the 
13 nine prohibited in¥asive non native plant species on an accelerated schedule to prevent res_eeding of the 
14 natural areas. As it is necessary that buffer area parcels are cleared of this nox:ious 1.iegetation in 
15 conjunction with the aeljacent natural area, the parcel owners within these buffer areas will ha¥e the 
16 chance to share cost of remo>.ial as an incentive to remove the vegetation on an accelerated schedule. 
17 Parcel owners in the buffer areas will be offered the opportunity to allow PBC 1.iendors to remo¥e the 
18 remaining seven of the nine prohibited in1,asi11e non native plant species with a 1.iery minimal cost share 
19 pro•.iided by the parcel owners. The work would be accomplished along with the Australian pine and 
20 Melaleuca remo¥al mentioned in the abo¥e program. Parcel owners '.\lithin the buffer areas will be 
21 reE1uired to pay some of the costs associated with the removal of the remaining se\«en plants so they 
22 shoulder some of the same financial burden borne by parcel owners outside the buffer areas. The 
23 cost sharing will be eased upon the following scale with any single parcel cost limited to no more than 
24 $500. PBC will pay the remaining costs for remo¥al or eradication. 
25 

26 

CaAopy Area Romo¥od (Sq. Ft.) 
1 499 

500 QQQ 
1000 1499 
1500 1999 

2000 • 

Citii!OA Cost 

27 Under the cost share program, E:RM shall notify a parcel owner within a buffer area of prohibited in•.iasi,.«e 
28 non nati'.«e ¥egetation located on the parcel, the reE1uirement for remo•.ial of the vegetation and 
29 information concerning any a1,ailaele incentive programs. The offer to the parcel owner to participate in 
30 the cost share program shall terminate aO days after notification of eligibility by E:RM. The parcel owner 
31 will ha¥e to enter into an agreement with PBC to have the vegetation remo11ed under the cost share 
32 program. The cost share program will remain a'.•ailable for the remo¥al of prohibited in¥asi¥e non nati¥e 
33 vegetation in the buffer areas as long as the vegetation is being removed on an accelerated schedule. 
34 
35 CANOPY R6PLAC6MENT PROGRAM 
36 E:RM recommends a Canopy Replacement Program as an incenti¥e for E!Ualified parcel o>.•mers to remove 
37 the prohibited 1.<egetation prior to regulatory deadlines. This approach will help to minimi;z:e the loss of 
38 canopy associated with the removal of prohibited •,<egetation. In order to recei11e replacement 1.iegetation, 
39 the E!Ualifiec;l parcel owner must sign up for the program and submit to an initial inspection to verify the 
40 ex:tent of the prohibited 1.iegetation. After the owner removes the 1.«egetation, staff will reinspect the parcel 
41 to verify remo¥al. If removal is complete, the EIUalified parcel owner will be gi11en a voucher to be 
42 redeemed at participating nurseries for a list of appro¥ed trees. If the owner wishes, the trees can be 
43 deli¥ered for a small fee and/or planted also for an additional fee. This delivery or planting fee will be paid 
44 by the E1Ualified parcel owner directly to the participating vendor. PBC will fund the ¥oucher program. 
45 
46 Due to the potential number of trees that may be reE1uired in addition to ensuring a standard tree si;z:e, 
47 tree a¥ailability may be limited during the first 2 3 years of the program. The 1.ienc;lors will be reE1uired to 
48 pro•.,ide Florida Grade #1 or better trees according to the most current version of the Florida Department 
49 of Agriculture and Consumer Services Florida Grades and Standards For Nursery Plants. 
50 
51 A max:imum of five replacement trees per E!Ualified parcel will be allowed. A breakdown of the number of 
52 replacement trees per prohibited ,,egetation canopy area remo,.•ed is as follows: 
53 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

ARTICLE 14 - ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

Canopy Area Remo¥ed (Sq. Ft.) 
1 499 

500 999 
1000 1499 
1500 1999 

2000+ 

# of ReplaGement Trees 
4-
~ 

J 
4 
& 

4 PU8llC LANDS GRANT PROGRAM 
5 As ambitio1:1s as PBC plan is to remoI.«e these in¥asi¥e plant species, witho1:1t the cooperation of p1:1blic 
6 entities in remo¥ing these plants from their O\'+'n properties, the goal of red1:1cing the seed so1:1rce of these 
7 plants ,,.,1ill not be accomplished. l·fo•HEwer, some of these p1:1blic entities may lack the reso1:1rces or the 
8 technical knO\'lledge to effecti¥ely control and manage the prohibited ¥egetation. This incenti¥e proposal 
9 inch::1des the establishment of a matching grant program made available to the p1:1blic entities for the 

10 remo¥al of non nati¥e in1.«asiI.«e ¥egetation on p1:1blicly owned lands. The pFOject will target all PBC 
11 prohibited plant species. A project selection process will be established which prioritizes potential 
12 pFOjects based 1:1pon s1:1ch factors as; removal of the nine PBC prohibited plant species, matching f1:1nds, 
13 re¥egetation with nati¥e plant species, and proximity to nat1:1ral areas. P1:1blic entities will be required to 
14 pro¥ide 50 percent matching funds. PBC will pro•.«ide the remaining 50 percent matching funds. Using 
15 best a¥ailable economic indicators such as po•.«erty le¥els, pop1:1lation and median property •.«al1:1e, certain 
16 m1:1nicipalities may qualify for a reduced match requirement at 25 percent/75 percent. Those 
17 m1:1nicipalities eligible for the red1:1ced match req1:1irement based upon the most recently a¥ailaele cens1:1s 
18 data will be listed in the grant cycle application package for each calendar year. [Ord. 200& 03GJ 
19 
20 INVASIVE VIN& STRIKE FORCE 
21 The ln¥asi¥e Vine Strike Force proposal is a quick response strike force that wo1:1ld treat and kill 
22 Lygodi1:1m and Air Potato ¥ines from p1:1elic and pri¥ate properties. Lygodi1:1m is an in¥asi¥e ¥ine 
23 spreading at an alarming rate. It's a relati¥e newcomer to the world of in¥asi11e plants, anEI spreaEling at a 
24 rate 1:1nmatched ey any other in¥asi-.,e species. It q1:1ickly engulfs and kills nati-.,e ¥egetation ey elocking 
25 01:1t s1:1nlight anEI pro¥iding a means for wildfires to spread into tree canopies. Tho1:1gh not spreaEling as 
26 fast. air potato 1.«ine is similar in its characteristic to Lygodi1:1m in that it q1:1ickly engbllfs blnderlying trees and 
27 ¥egetation, e¥ent1:1ally killing the plants. Remo¥al of both of these ¥ines is someiNhat difficbllt and tediobls 
28 for the average parcel 01...,ner. l\ q1:1ick response strike force would assist parcel owners in controlling 
29 these ¥ines on their parcel while at the same time slowing the spread of this ¥ine by reducing the seed 
30 source. PBC will pro¥ide the f1:1nding for the ¥ine remO¥al or eradication. 

Notes: 
Underlined language indicates proposed new language. 
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ATTACHMENT 2. 

ULDC, Art.14.C. VEGETATION PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION 

Section 1 General 

A. Goals 
The goals of this Chapter are: 
1. To avoid the unnecessary destruction of native vegetation; 
2. To pursue eradication of invasive non-native vegetation; 
3. To minimize adverse impacts to native vegetation during parcel improvement; 
4. To mitigate the removal of native vegetation when the vegetation cannot be preserved in 

place or relocated under the proposed site plan; and 
5. To relocate any movable native vegetation that cannot be incorporated into the site plan to a 

PBC approved parcel. 

Section 2 Definitions 

See Art. 1.1, Definitions and Acronyms 

Section 3 Purpose 

A. This Chapter shall: 
1. Establish a program to preserve and protect native vegetation; and 
2. Prohibit the unnecessary destruction of native vegetation and require the eradication of 

invasive non native vegetation. 

Section 4 Applicability 

A. This Chapter shall apply within the unincorporated areas of PBC, Florida. 
B. PBC shall have regulatory authority over the alteration or removal of non-native and native upland 

vegetation, and the establishment and maintenance of upland preserve areas. 
C. Terms specific to this Chapter are defined in Art. 1.1, Definitions and Acronyms. Terms not 

defined in this Chapter shall be defined pursuant to Chapter 62. F.A.C. the document entitled, 
"Basis of Review'' (BOR), as amended, for Applications within the South Florida Water 
Management District, dated November 1996, and Art. 1.1, Definitions and Acronyms, of this Code, 
as may be amended from time to time. In the event that a term is defined in Chapter 62.F.A.C., 
the BOR, the BOR shall prevail. 

Section 5 Authority 

This Chapter is adopted under the authority of F.S. Chapter 125, as amended, and the Plan, as 
amended. 

Section 6 Approval Required Unless Exempt 

No person may alter or cause to be altered any vegetation unless such alteration is exempted by, or 
expressly approved by this Chapter. 

Section 7 Application, Process, and General Standards 

A. Approval of Initial Construction of Single Family Residential Parcels. All newly 
constructed single family residential parcels, which are also includes single two unit (duplex) 
residences and associated accessory structures, shall comply with the following standards; 

1. Removal of native vegetation shall be limited to the minimum necessary to accomplish the 
purpose of the site plan. A site plan that eliminates or nearly eliminates native vegetation will 
not be approved under this Article. 

2. Complete removal or eradication of prohibited invasive non native vegetation, as identified in 
Appendix 6, Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, and Appendix 7, Invasive Non
Native Vegetation, shall be completed for the entire parcel or parcels of the Development 
Order prior to receipt of the CO. Planting or installation of vegetation identified in Appendix 
6, Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, and Appendix 7, Invasive Non-Native 
Vegetation, is prohibited. The parcel owner shall maintain the parcel free of prohibited 
vegetation. No additional permit for such maintenance of vegetation shall be required. 

Notwithstanding anything in this Chapter to the contrary, all vegetation removal permits for single 
family residences, single two unit (duplex) residences and accessory structures associated with 
single family residential parcels in existence as of the date of the adoption of this Chapter are 
void and of no effect, and all pending enforcement actions related thereto are dismissed. 

B. Approval of development for schools, new construction of utilities, road right-of-way 
projects, projects requiring ORO review and agriculture of 10 acres in size or greater. 

. /!? 
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ATTACHMENT 2. 

1. Requirements and Process 
a. Projects involving development of a school, new construction of a utility, road right of way 
projects, projects requiring ORO review, and agricultural parcels of 10 acres or greater shall 
apply to ERM for approval of said project on forms provided by ERM. 

b. An application shall not be deemed complete until the application fee and all information 
necessary to fully understand the extent, nature and potential impacts of a proposed project 
are received by ERM and approved by ERM prior to the scheduled ORO meeting. Any 
additional information for an application deemed insufficient at ORO meeting will not be 
approved until the next scheduled ORO meeting . Such information may include, but is not 
limited to: 
1. A completed application form with the notarized signature of the parcel owner or 

authorized agent of the parcel owner; 
2. A written explanation of the need and intent of the project and a description of 

construction or alteration methodologies; 
3. A certified site plan or survey, where applicable, showing all easements. Both plan view 

and cross sectional view sketches may be required; 
4. Parcel information including a location map, a recent aerial photograph with the parcel 

clearly delineated, and representative color photographs; 
5. Identification of the type and location of native vegetation in the vicinity of, and likely to be 

affected by the project; 
6. An Incorporated Vegetation Plan which graphically depicts the location and field tag 

number for each native tree and palm to remain undisturbed on the parcel during 
construction and the natural life of the vegetation. The Incorporated Vegetation Plan may 
also be required to be incorporated as a feature of the site plan; 

7. A numbered tabular list of all native trees/palms surveyed, indicating the type of tree/palm 
the DBH or height of clear trunk if palm, and whether the parcel owner proposes to keep 
the tree/palm in place, relocate it, offer it for surplus, remove it or mitigate for its removal; 

8. A completed Vegetation Surplus Form which identifies surplus native vegetation which 
the parcel owner determines cannot otherwise be used on the parcel and is providing for 
the use of the Surplus Vegetation Program; and 

9. Methods of stormwater pollution prevention if construction of the project may result in an 
area of exposed soil greater than one acre subject to Federal National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) stormwater regulations, a copy of the on site 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan shall be submitted as part of the application for 
approval. 

c. Any application received that is substantially -the same as a previous application that has 
been denied by ERM subsequent to the effective date of this Chapter shall be denied with a 
written response provided to the applicant stating the reason for denial. 

d. Any parcel where a violation of any Chapter administered by ERM has occurred, shall not be 
eligible for approval under this Chapter until such violation has been resolved. 

e. Any application containing false information, or any approval issued based upon false 
information, may be denied or revoked and may subject the applicant to enforcement 
proceedings pursuant to Article 10, ENFORCEMENT, of this Code. 

f. ERM shall have the right to make inspections of construction areas at reasonable times to 
determine compliance with this Chapter. 

2. Standards of Approval 
No approval shall be issued unless the application demonstrates that the project: 

a. Will not result in a net loss of wetland functions and values; 
b. Complies with water quality rules and standards set forth in Chapter 62-302, F.A.C.: 
c. Will not adversely affect the conservation of fish or wildlife or their habitats, or adversely affect 

recreational fisheries or their habitats; 
d. Will not adversely impact endangered or threatened species, and species of special concern, 

· or their habitat; 
e. Incorporates into the design alternatives and modifications to avoid or minimize impacts to 

native vegetation; Existing native vegetation shall be incorporated into the site plan and 
protected during construction. Parcel improvement features shall be configured to minimize 
removal of existing native vegetation and maximize the use of areas dominated by prohibited 
and invasive non-native vegetation. Existing native vegetation that cannot be preserved in 
place shall be relocated to appropriate buffer and open space areas on the parcel. 
Relocatable native vegetation that cannot be incorporated into the parcel may be considered 
surplus. There is no requirement to provide vegetation for surplus. Non-relocatable native 
vegetation that cannot be maintained on the parcel shall be mitigated for in accordance with 
Table 7.E.2.D-4, Tree Credit and Replacement, and accepted by ERM prior to the receipt of 
Technical Compliance or 75% completion of construction. 

f. ERM shall also consider: 
1. Alternative designs to limit the removal of native vegetation to the minimum necessary 

while still allowing the applicant to accomplish the purpose of the site plan; 
2. Preserving listed species in place or relocating to buffers, open space or unimproved 

portions of the parcel; 
3. The likelihood of success for relocated native vegetation; 
4. Mitigation or compensation for the loss of native vegetation; 

· 5. Creation of a tree preservation area. 
6. Off-site replacement shall be allowed only if on-site planting is not feasible due to 1 CJ 

unsuitable parcel conditions. Off-site planting shall be in or adjacent to a public park 0 / 
parcel or native upland area 
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1 7. In lieu of replacement planting when on-site and off-site mitigation has been exhausted 
2 or is unavailable, a donation may be made to PBC for the Natural Areas Fund. The 
3 donation amount shall be based on the average cost of the purchase, installation and 
4 maintenance for one year of an equivalent number of replacement trees; and 
5 8. Sabal palms may be allowed as replacement plantings for canopy trees if approved by 
6 ERM and planted at 3:1 (palms: required replacement trees) based on Table 7.0.2.0-4, 
7 Tree replacement, on 10 foot centers, +/-1 foot and grouped as shown on a planting plan 
8 Table approved by ERM. 
9 g. Complies with any applicable federal, state or local designated preserve, conservation or 

1 O mitigation area. 
11 h. Removes or eradicates prohibited and invasive non-native vegetation identified in Appendix 6, 
12 Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, and Appendix 7, Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, 
13 shall to be completed for the entire parcel or parcels of the Development Order prior to 
14 receipt of the first CO. The parcel owner shall maintain the parcel free of this prohibited 
15 invasive non-native vegetation. No additional permit for such maintenance of vegetation shall 
16 be required. 
17 3. Establishing Native Upland Preserves 
18 All approvals for parcels equal to or greater than four acres shall be evaluated by ERM for the 
19 establishment of a native upland preserve. Parcels that have significant or unique areas of native 
20 upland vegetation, regardless of parcel size shall be required to designate a native upland 
21 preserve equivalent to at least 25 percent of the total native upland vegetation on site or otherwise 
22 comply with this Chapter. ERM encourages upland preserve areas greater than one half acre in 
23 size. New public park facilities constructed on parcels 20 acres in size or less shall be exempt 
24 from the preserve requirements of this Chapter. 
25 Factors that will determine if a parcel has significant or unique areas of native vegetation include, 
26 but are not limited to the quality of the native ecosystem, overall quality of its biological diversity, 
27 the presence of listed species, the wildlife habitat, value grouping of native vegetation, and the 
28 compactness of the preserve and its proximity to other natural preserve areas and corridors. 
29 a. The preserve boundaries shall be designated in a certified survey submitted to ERM for 
30 approval. No easements may be located within the boundaries of the preserve. Prior to and 
31 during parcel alteration, the preserve boundaries shall be clearly marked and appropriately 
32 barricaded. Permanent preserve boundary markers shall be installed and proper 
33 documentation submitted to ERM prior to issuance of technical compliance or monitoring 
34 release, if applicable, and shall be maintained by the parcel owner in perpetuity. 
35 b. The parcel owner shall develop a Preserve Management Plan to provide long-term protection 
36 and maintenance of the values and functions of the preserve. Activities that cause 
37 degradation of the preserve are prohibited. The Preserve Management Plan shall be 
38 accepted by ERM prior to ORO certification. ERM may provide Preserve Management Plan 
39 Guidelines. The parcel owner shall maintain the preserve in accordance with the Preserve 
40 Management Plan. Preserve Management Plan will include the requirement to maintain 
41 annual reports detailing species presences, control practices for prohibited and invasive non-
42 native species, activity corrections to maintain compliance with the Plan, and photographs 
43 demonstrating the state of the preserve. Said annual reports shall be delivered to ERM upon 
44 request. Modifications to the Preserve Management Plan are prohibited without prior written 
45 approval by ERM. 
46 c. Preserve areas shall be identified graphically and legally described in the applicable deed 
4 7 restriction plat, restrictive covenant, conservation easement, or by a separate instrument to 
48 be recorded pursuant to F.S. 704.05, as amended. Said preserve shall be specifically and 
49 separately reserved to the owner, or if applicable, to the property owners' association as its 
50 perpetual maintenance responsibility, without recourse to PBC or other governmental entity 
51 or agency. Prior to technical compliance, the plat or instrument shall be submitted to and 
52 approved by ERM, recorded in the public records of PBC, and proof of recordation shall be 
53 provided to ERM. Parcel owners are encouraged to dedicate voluntary preserves to PBC for 
54 preservation in perpetuity. PBC may enter into agreements with parcel owners to enhance 
55 private preserves. 
56 d. All vegetation listed in Appendix 6, Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, and Appendix 
57 7, Invasive Non-Native Vegetation, shall be removed from the parcel and proper 
58 documentation submitted to ERM prior to issuance of Technical Compliance or 75% 
59 completion of construction, unless a phasing plan has been approved in writing by ERM. In 
60 addition to the removal requirement above, the vegetation identified in Appendix 9, Invasive 
61 Non-Native Vegetation within Preserves, shall be removed from the preserve area. The 
62 parcel owner shall thereafter maintain the parcel free of this vegetation. 
63 e. A parcel owner may mitigate for the loss of vegetation during parcel improvement by 
64 preserving additional native upland habitat or vegetation or by developing and implementing 
65 a restoration and enhancement plan for a native upland preserve. Alternative mitigation 
66 proposals that meet the purpose and intent of this Chapter may also be submitted. 
67 
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1 f. Preserves may be dedicated off site in lieu of onsite dedication with ERM's approval. The 
2 size of the offsite preserve shall be based on the quality of the habitat or vegetation on both 
3 the parcel being improved and the parcel of the proposed preserve. The final appraised 
4 values of the parcel being improved and the parcel for the proposed preserve may also be 
5 considered. The location of the off-site preserve shall be determined prior to ORO. Prior to 
6 issuance of approval, the instrument used to dedicate an off-site preserve shall be submitted 
7 to and approved by ERM. 
8 g. A preserve may be purchased in accordance with the following: 
9 1. A parcel owner may submit a cash payment in lieu of setting aside a native upland 

10 preserve provided the following criteria are met: 
11 a) A written request shall be submitted to ERM prior to ORO, certification for public 
12 hea·ring, site plan certification, or issuance of a building construction permit, whichever 
13 occurs first; 
14 b) The cash payment shall be equivalent to the average per acre-appraised value, at the 
15 time of permit application, multiplied by the number of acres required to be preserved. 
16 PBC may request a second appraisal on which to base this cash payment; 
17 c) The cash payment shall be made payable to the PBC Natural Areas Fund and shall be 
18 submitted prior to issuance of the permit or site plan certification, whichever occurs 
19 first; and 
20 d) If listed species are determined to be on the parcel, the applicant must demonstrate 
21 that the proposed action will not preclude the continued survival and viability of the 
22 listed species, or a plan must be approved by all applicable agencies for relocating 
23 those species. 
24 2. For bona fide agriculture, this cash payment option may allow commencement of parcel 
25 improvement prior to submittal of the cash payment provided: 
26 a) The parcel owner records a restricted covenant on a PBC-approved form limiting the 
27 use of the parcel to bona fide agriculture, and requiring the parcel owner to make the 
28 cash payment to PBC at the time the parcel is converted to a nonagricultural land use 
29 or is sold; 
30 b) The cash payment amount shall be calculated based on the appraised conversion 
31 value or actual cost, if sold, whichever is greater, of the parcel after conversion to a 
32 non-agricultural use; 
33 c) Upon any conversion of a parcel to non-agricultural use where a deed restriction option 
34 is used, the parcel owner shall comply with PBC requirements for an enhanced 
35 landscape buffer; 
36 d) The parcel owner considers increasing the upland set aside to offset any mitigation on 
37 the parcel for trees as determined by ERM; and 
38 e) The parcel owner may consider replanting the preserve, with appropriate vegetation, as 
39 determined by ERM in lieu of cash payment. The constructed preserve shall comply 
40 with preserve standards as required under Article 14.C.7.B.3, Establishing Native 
41 Upland Preserves. Monies collected in lieu of establishing a preserve shall be paid to 
42 PBC for the Natural Areas Fund for the management of native ecosystems. 
43 h) Parcels less than 4_ acres or parcels greater than four acres with significant upland 
44 vegetation that may not otherwise qualify for a 25 percent set aside, may be required to 
45 provide tree preservation area(s). Factors that will determine if a parcel has significant 
46 areas of native vegetation include, but are not limited to the quality of the ecosystem, 
47 overall quality of biological diversity, the presence of listed or uncommon species, 
48 wildlife habitat value, value grouping of assemblages of native vegetation, 
49 compactness of the area, and degree of limited impact by prohibited and invasive non-
50 native vegetation. 
51 i) Preserves shall be maintained in compliance with standards set forth in this Chapter 
52 and the preserve management plan. Non-native vegetation shall not be introduced into 
53 . the preserve. Invasive vegetation that can alter the existing native vegetation 
54 communities by displacing native vegetation shall be removed if non-native or reduced, 
55 if native, to a level of non-interference with the growth of native vegetation. 
56 4. Surplus Native Vegetation 
57 Native upland vegetation that cannot be preserved or relocated on the parcel shall be considered 
58 surplus. An applicant for an approval shall complete and attach to the application a Vegetation 
59 Surplus Form provided by ERM, and a list of the available vegetation including the species names 
60 and approximate quantity and sizes of each species to be surplused. The applicant shall prevent 
61 inadvertent destruction by physically marking available vegetation on the parcel to afford easy 
62 identification. ERM shall maintain a list of persons interested in relocating surplus native vegetation, 
63 and shall assist in finding suitable locations for this surplus vegetation. Should a parcel owner elect 
64 to participate in the Vegetation Surplus program, the vegetation shall remain available for removal, 
65 sale or donation for at least 20 working days unless a shorter time frame is approved in writing by 
66 ERM, and the parcel owner shall cooperate with relocating surplus vegetation off site. Should a 
67 parcel owner elect not to participate in the benefits of the Vegetation Surplus program, this fact 
68 shall be stated on the application. 
69 5. Mitigation or Restoration 
70 a. When native trees are removed or damaged without approval or when trees that were to be 
71 preserved in place or relocated are damaged or destroyed during activities conducted with 
72 approval, they shall be replaced at double the rate shown in the Table 7.D.2.D-4, Tree Credit 
73 and Replacement. For replacement vegetation which dies other than by damage or 

~I 
Page 4 of 11 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 

ATTACHMENT 2. 

destruction, the replacement value shall be that in Table 7.D.2.D-4, Tree Credit and 
Replacement. Should replacement values not be found in the Table, the vegetation shall be 
replaced like size for like size. 

b. Alternative mitigation that meets the purpose and intent of this Chapter may be proposed for 
public projects on a publicly owned parcel. Alternative mitigation proposals shall be reviewed 
and a determination made by the County Administrator in consultation with the Director of ERM. 

c. All mitigation shall occur and proper documentation submitted to ERM prior to Technical 
Compliance or 75% completion of construction. 

d. Any clearing activity after 1986 which cannot provide evidence of approval, will be required to 
restore 9 trees per 1500 square feet of cleared area. 

Section 8 Exemptions 

The following activities do not require an approval under this Chapter: 
A. Botanical Gardens, Botanical Research Centers, Licensed Commercial Nurseries, or 

Bonafide Agricultural Operations 
Vegetation alteration associated with subsequent harvesting activities, except within preserve 
areas or vegetated buffers, that are part of the on going activities of the existing operation, 
the harvesting or alteration of vegetation previously planted and cultivated for production as • 
part of an ongoing botanical garden, botanical research center, nursery or bona fide 
agricultural operation is an exempt activity. Initial clearing of a parcel is not an exempt 
activity. 

B. Fencing 
The minimal removal of trees or understory necessary to install a fence, provided that no tree 
three inches or greater DBH is removed, the path cleared for the fence does not exceed five 
feet in width, and native vegetation is removed solely by hand. 

C. Forest Management Activities 
Selective tree removal for forest management activities as defined in the current Forest 
Management Plan as approved by the State of Florida Division of Forestry. 

0. Improved Parcels 
Removal of prohibited and invasive non native vegetation. The removal of dead and dying 
vegetation and vegetation not subject to this Chapter is also exempt, provided however, the 
removal complies with Article 7, LANDSCAPING, as amended. 

E. Landscape Plant Removal 
Removal or alteration, from an improved parcel, of non native vegetation installed as 
landscape, provided the activity complies with the requirements of Article 7, LANDSCAPING, 
as amended, and no removal or alteration occurs from native upland vegetation buffers, 
preserves, or jurisdictional wetlands. 

F. Lot Clearing Provisions 
Removal of prohibited and inv~sive non native vegetation required pursuant to the Lot 
Clearing Provision in Article 7, LANDSCAPING, as amended, or at the direction of a public 
law enforcement agency pursuant to necessary law enforcement activity. 

G. Mitigation or Enhancement Projects 
Activities conducted pursuant to a permit from SFWMD, Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection, or ERM under F.S. Chapter 403 and 373, as amended, and Chapter 62-312, 
F.A.C. as amended, including activities approved under an adopted Surface Water 
Improvement and Management Plan. 

H. Natural Emergencies 
The provisions of this Chapter may be suspended or waived by the Director of ERM during a 
period of officially declared emergency, such as a hurricane, windstorm, tropical. storm, flood 
or similar disaster. 

I. Parks and Recreation 
Alterations of vegetation pursuant to an adopted management plan for government 
maintained parks, recreation areas, wildlife management areas, conservation areas and 
preserves, excluding new construction or parcel improvement. 

J. Preserve Management Activities 
Preserve management activities provided that: 
1. The preserve area is designated by deed restriction, plat, restrictive covenant, or 

conservation easement and is dedicated to a public entity or approved private 
conservation group for preservation in perpetuity; 

2. The activity furthers the natural values and functions of the ecological communities 
present, such as clearing firebreaks for prescribed burns or construction of fences; and 

3. The preserve area has a preserve management plan approved by ERM. 
K. Pruning 

Pruning of native vegetation in non preserve areas in accordance with the American National 
Standards Institute, (ANSI) A 300, pursuant to Article 7.E. INSTALLATION, 
MAINTENANCE, PRUNING AND IRRIGATION as revised, to allow for healthy growth, to 
promote safety, and to remove dead or dying vegetation, provided there is no cutting back of 
limbs to a point between branch collars or buds larger than one inch in diameter within the 
tree's crown. 

L. Utilities, Water Control, Water Management Districts, and Road R-0-W 
Alteration of vegetation is permitted within drainage easements associated with repairs to or 
maintenance of existing canal structures at the direction of water control districts, or water 
management districts within drainage easements, where the vegetation is interfering with 
drainage or services provided by the water control districts or water management districts. ? ;;{ 
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Alteration of vegetation is permitted within a utility easement, where the vegetation is 
interfering with services provided by a utility. Alteration of vegetation is permitted within a 
road R-O-W for normal maintenance activities. Alteration associated with new construction is 
not an exempt activity. 

M. Survey or Other Test Required 
The necessary removal of vegetation by, or at the direction of, a State of Florida licensed 
professional surveyor and mapper, professional geologist, or professional engineer to 
conduct a survey or other required test, provided that no tree three inches or greater DBH is 
removed, the path cleared does not exceed five feet in width, and native vegetation is 
removed solely by hand. 

Section 9 Removal of Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation 

Improved parcels approved or constructed on or after April 28, 1986, shall be maintained free of 
prohibited vegetation listed in Appendix 6, Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation. 

Section 10 Fees 

Fees shall be required as established by resolution of the BCC. Fees shall be non-refundable 
and non-transferable. An administrative fee may be required where projects require specific 
detailed site plan assistance by PBC or where site plans change after initial review. Application 
fees paid by check shall be payable to the BCC. 

Section 11 Appeals 

A. Hearing Officer 
An applicant for any approval may appeal a final determination made by the Director of ERM to a 
Hearing Officer as established in Article 17.C.7. Hearing Officers, of this Code pursuant to this 
Chapter. The applicant shall comply with the following appeal procedures. 
1. Submittal 

A written appeal must be made within 20 days of the applicant's receipt of the decision by the 
Director of ERM. The appeal must state with specificity the reasons for the appeal and shall 
contain such data and documentation upon which the applicant seeks to rely. Failure to file 
within such time frame shall constitute a waiver of a person's right of review by the Hearing 
Officer. 

2. Hearing 
The appeal shall be reviewed at a hearing by the Hearing Officer within 60 working days of 
ERM's receipt of a request and a $50.00 filing fee. The applicant will receive notice of the 
hearing no less than 15 working days in advance of the hearing. At the hearing, the Hearing 
Officer shall provide the applicant and the Director of ERM, or their respective legal 
representatives, an opportunity to present testimony and evidence, provided such information 
was part of the review before the Director of ERM. All testimony shall be under oath and shall 
be recorded. The formal rules of evidence shall not apply but fundamental due process shall 
be observed and shall govern the proceedings. The Hearing Officer in his or her discretion, 
may exclude irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious evidence, but all conduct of their 
affairs shall be admissible, whether or not such evidence would be admissible in a trial in the 
courts of the State of Florida. Any part of the evidence may be received in written form. The 
Hearing Officer shall reverse the decision of the Director of ERM only if there is substantial 
competent evidence in the record that the Director of ERM erred in applying the standards of 
this Chapter. The Hearing Officer shall enter a decision by written order not less than ten days 
following conclusion of the hearing. The order shall include findings of fact and conclusions of 
law and shall be deemed final administrative action. An applicant or ERM may appeal a final 
decision of the appeal board within 30 days of the rendition of the decision. Such appeal shall 
not be a hearing de novo, but shall be a petition for Writ of Certiorari in Circuit Court of the 
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit in and for PBC. The Court shall be limited to appellate review of the 
record created before the Hearing Officer and may assess a reasonable fee for the 
preparation of the record to be. paid by the Petitioner in accordance with F.S. 199.07 as 
amended from time to time. 

3. Judicial Relief 
An applicant or ERM may appeal a final written order to the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit in and for PBC. Such appeal shall not be a hearing de novo, but shall be a 
petition for Writ of Certiorari and the Court shall be limited to appellate review of the record 
created before the Hearing Officer. PBC may assess a reasonable fee for the preparation of 
the record to be paid by the Petitioner in accordance with F.S. 119.07, as amended from time 
to time. 

Section 12 Violations 

A. Violations 
A violation shall be: 
1. The alteration or removal of up to 1,500 square feet of vegetation without an approval from 

ERM, unless expressly exempt under this Chapter. Alteration or removal of each additional 
1,500 square feet of vegetation or portion thereof in violation of this Chapter shall constitute a 
separate and additional violation. 

3 
3 
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2. Failure to comply with a condition of an approval issued by ERM pursuant to this Chapter or 

a requirement of a Preserve Management Plan approved by ERM. Each condition or 

requirement violated and each occurrence of a violation shall constitute as a separate 
violation. 

3. Failure to comply with the requirements of this Chapter or any approval granted or activity 
authorized hereunder. 

4. Failure to comply with an ERM Wetlands Alteration Permit issued prior to the effective date of 
March 1, 1998. 

5. Planting prohibited invasive non-native vegetation. 
6. Planting non-native vegetation within a preserve. 
7. Conversion of a parcel cleared for bonafide agriculture to another use prior to use as 

agriculture. 
8. Introduction of structures, grade changes, debris or utilities into a preserve without approval 

by ERM. 
B. Enforcement 
1. To enforce compliance with this Chapter, the County may issue a cease and desist order or 

require that a building permit or CO be withheld. A violation of this Chapter shall be 

punishable by one or more of the following: 
a. Remedies outlined in Article 10, ENFORCMENT, of the Code; 
b. Any applicable remedies under F.S. Chapters 125 and 162, as amended 

c. PBC may take any other appropriate legal action, including but not limited to, 

administrative action, and requests for temporary and permanent injunctions to enforce 

the provisions of this Chapter; and 
d. ERM Wetlands Alteration Permits issued prior to, and with obligations beyond the effective 

date of this Chapter, shall remain in full force and effect. Accordingly, the enforcement 

provisions herein shall apply to any violation of an ERM Wetlands Alteration Permit 

issued prior to, and with obligations beyond, the effective date of this Chapter, except that 

violations of single-family dock permits issued pursuant to the agreement between PBC 

and the USACOE (adopted as Resolution R89-120 and dated January 24, 1989), shall 

be referred to the USACOE, and ERM Mangrove Trimming Permit violations shall be 

referred to the DEP. In the event the DEP directs ERM to enforce a violation of a permit 

issued under the mangrove delegation agreement between PBC and the DEP, dated 

January 21, 1997, the enforcement provisions herein, in addition to any State-mandated 

enforcement provisions, shall apply. 
C. Pollution Recovery Trust Fund 

All monies collected as civil penalties for violations of this Chapter shall be paid to PBC for the 

Pollution Recovery Trust Fund. 
D. Restoration 

Properties cleared after 1986 without evidence of or in contradiction to approval will be 

required to restore 9 trees per violation. 

Section 13 Natural Areas and Preserve Areas 

A. Natural Areas 
Planned developments shall be designed to mitigate the negative impacts of development 

intensity and density upon natural areas as defined in PBC Ordinance 94-13, and parcels 

designated as preserve areas according to this Chapter. Proposed development shall not 

negatively impact the native ecosystem of any adjacent natural areas and shall comply with 

the criteria established in Article 14, ENVIRONMENT AL ST AN DAROS, for natural areas and 

other applicable environmental ordinances. The applicant shall work in cooperation with the 

PZB and ERM to establish mutually acceptable alternatives to protect the natural area, 

including but not limited to: 
1 . The prohibition of certain land uses; and 
2. A reduction in the building intensity near natural areas and preserve areas by the creation 

of a minimum 50 foot buffer zone. 
B. Special Preservation Protection Standards 

Lake Worth Lagoon and Loxahatchee River buffers - A 50 foot native vegetation buffer shall 

be preserved along the Lake Worth Lagoon, and that portion of the Loxahatchee River which 

lies outside the Jonathan Dickinson State Park Greenline Overlay, depicted in Map LU 3.1, 

Special Planning Areas, of the Plan. The purpose of the native vegetation buffer is to 

preserve native vegetation along the two waterways and to decrease the impact of storm

water activities on the two waterways. Restrictions may be imposed on development by ERM 

to conserve native vegetation within the buffer and reduce hydrological impacts to the two 

waterways. 
1. If native vegetation exists within the 50 foot conservation buffer, then restrictions may be 

imposed by ERM within the buffer to address the following issues: 
a. Visual encroachment; 
b. Edge effects; 
c. Exotic pest plant invasions; 
d. Interference with prescribed burns in natural areas; 

2. If native vegetation does not exist within the 50 foot buffer, 
imposed by ERM within the buffer to address 

then restrictions may be 
the following issues: 
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a. Hydrological impacts; 
b. Any other specific site development regulations required by this Code. 

3. In addition to any of the restrictions listed above, ERM may also require: 
a. development to be clustered away from natural or preserve areas; or 
b. buffer or preserve areas to be added adjacent to existing natural and preserve areas; 

or 
c. a combination of these alternatives. ERM shall strive to minimize parcel alterations 
near natural and preserve areas. 

4. The addition of a buffer or preserve areas adjacent to existing natural areas and preserve 

areas. Additionally, all effort shall be made to minimize parcel alterations near natural 
areas and preserve areas. 

14 ULDC, Art.14.D. PROHIBITED INVASIVE NON-NATIVE VEGETATION REMOVAL ORDINANCE 
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Section 1 Purpose and Intent 

A. It is the intent of this Chapter to require removal and control of prohibited invasive non native 
vegetation. 

B. It is the intent of this Chapter to protect natural areas from unwanted seed sources from outside 
the natural areas. 

Section 2 Definitions 

See Art. 1.1, Definitions and Acronyms 

Section 3 Applicability 

All provisions of this Chapter shall be effective within the unincorporated and incorporated areas of 

PBC, except to the extent of conflict with a municipal ordinance, in which case the municipal 

ordinance will prevail over this Chapter in accordance with Article 1, Section 1.3 General Provisions 
of the Charter of PBC. 

Section 4 Authority 

This Chapter is adopted under the authority of F.S. Chapter 125, and the Plan, as amended. 

ERM shall administer the requirements of this Chapter. 

Section 5 Protection of Natural Areas: 

A. The County will establish by geographical information system reference, a 500 foot buffer area 

around all natural areas listed on Appendix 10, Natural Areas. Maps of the natural areas 

including buffers shall be on file and maintained by ERM and made available to the public. 

B. Natural areas acquired by the BCC using the Conservation Lands Bond Fund shall be added to 

Appendix 10 pursuant to a duly noticed public hearing. 
C. Any individual, organization, or governmental entity owning or controlling a natural area may 

request an addition to Appendix 10, Natural Areas, by petitioning ERM. The petition shall include 

a description and map of the proposed addition, written justification for listing, a copy of the 

management plan, if available, and proof of notice to parcel owners within the proposed buffer of 

the natural area. ERM recommended additions to Appendix 10, Natural Areas, or changes to the 

size of the buffer area may be approved by the BCC following a duly noticed public hearing. 

1. For publicly owned natural areas, there is no minimum size for listing. 
2. For privately owned natural areas, there must be a minimum of 10 acres of natural area 

unless determined by ERM to be a highly significant natural area including scrub, wetlands or 

mangrove communities and maintained under a management plan approved or accepted by 

ERM. 

Section 6 Removal of Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation 

A. By January 1, of the applicable year provided on Appendix 11, Prohibited Vegetation Removal 

Schedule, a parcel owner of a property located within the 500 foot buffer area around each 

natural area listed in Appendix 10 shall remove or caused to be removed or eradicated, the 

prohibited invasive non native vegetation as listed on Appendix 11, Prohibited Vegetation 

Removal Schedule, unless an exemption is provided under Article 14.D.7, Exemptions, of this 

Chapter. 
B. For parcels located outside the 500 foot buffer area around each natural area listed in Appendix 

10, a parcel owner shall remove or cause to be removed old world climbing fern and air potato as 

listed on Appendix 11, Prohibited Vegetation Removal Schedule, unless an exemption is provided 

under Article 14.D.7, Exemptions, of this Chapter. 
C. Upon removal of prohibited invasive non native vegetation under this Chapter or any other 

ordinance requiring removal of this nuisance vegetation, the parcel owner shall maintain the 

parcel free of prohibited invasive non native veg eta% 
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D. In accordance with Article 14.C.9, improved parcels located in unincorporated Palm Beach 
County, approved or constructed on or after April 28, 1986, shall be maintained free of prohibited 
vegetation listed in Appendix 6 & 11, Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation. The applicable 
year as described Article 14.D.6.A and provided on Appendix 11, does not apply to these parcels, 
instead, parcel owners of these improved parcels shall immediately and perpetually maintain 
them free of all Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation. 

E. Planting or installation of this vegetation is prohibited. 

Section 7 Exemptions 

A. For parcels impacted by greater than 30 percent coverage of prohibited invasive non native 
vegetation or parcels containing 100 acres or greater in size, a management plan may be 
approved by ERM to space the eradication rate over an extended period. To be eligible for this 
approval, the management plan must be provided to, and approved by ERM, and eradication 
begun prior to the required date for removal or eradication of the prohibited invasive non native 
vegetation addressed in the plan. 

B. For parcels or portions of parcels that necessitate phased removal or eradication of prohibited 
invasive non native vegetation in response to a documented need for maintenance of existing 
wildlife values, a management plan may be approved by ERM to extend the time for removal. 

Section 8 Enforcement 

A. Violations of this Chapter shall be:_ 
1. Failure of a parcel owner to remove or eradicate Vegetation in accordance with Art. 14.D.6 .. 

and E., Removal of Prohibited Invasive Non-Native Vegetation. 
2. Failure of a parcel owner to maintain non exempt parcels free of prohibited invasive non

native vegetation in accordance with Art. 14.D.6.B, of this Chapter. 
3. Failure of a parcel owner to comply with a non compliance or notice of violation time frame as 

described in Article 14.D.8.B.3, and Article 14.D.8.B.4. 
B. The following are procedures which are to be followed for compliance and enforcement with this 

Chapter: 
1. Inspection of a parcel to determine the possible location of prohibited invasive non native 

vegetation. 
2. Preparation and provision of an information notice informing the parcel owner of prohibited 

invasive non native vegetation on the parcel and instructions for the removal or eradication of 
the vegetation and a time frame provided for compliance. 

3. Preparation and provision of a non compliance notice to the parcel owner concerning the 
possible violation of this Chapter, including a stated time frame of 30 days for compliance. 

4. Preparation and provision of a notice of violation to the parcel owner concerning the possible 
violation of this Chapter and failure to comply with the non compliance notice, including a 
stated time frame of 30 days for compliance. 

5. Preparation and provision of a Notice of Hearing to the parcel owner concerning the possible 
violation of this Chapter, failure to comply with a notice of violation, and an order to appear 
before the Groundwater and Natural Resources Protection Board (GNRPB). 

6. The decision of the GNRPB, which may include corrective actions and civil penalties in the 
maximum amount of $1000.00 per day, per violation, shall be the final administrative action 
on behalf of ERM and PBC. Any person who is a party to the proceeding before the GNRPB 
may appeal to the Circuit Court of PBC in accordance with applicable Florida Appellate 
Rules. 

C. Additional remedies for enforcement include any applicable remedies under F.S. Chapters 125 
and 162, as amended, and other legal action, including but not limited to, administrative action 
and requests for temporary and permanent injunctions to enforce the provisions of this Chapter. 

D. In order to provide an expeditious settlement that would be beneficial to the enforcement of this 
Chapter and be in the best interest of the citizens of PBC, the Director of ERM is authorized to 
enter into voluntary consent (settlement) agreements with alleged violators. Any such agreement 
shall be a formal written consent agreement between ERM on behalf of PBC, by and through its 
Director, and any such alleged violators, and shall be approved as to form and legal sufficiency 
by the County Attorney's Office. The agreement can be entered into at any time prior to the 
hearing before the GNRPB. 
1 . Conditions. Such consent agreements may be conditioned upon a promise by the alleged 

violator to: 
a. Remove or eradicate prohibited invasive non-native vegetation and maintain the parcel 

free of this vegetation, and 
b. Remit payment of a monetary settlement not to exceed the maximum amount allowed per 

violation, as set forth in this Chapter, and 
c. Remit payment for costs and expenses of the PBC for investigation and enforcement, 

and 
d. Any other remedies and corrective action deemed necessary and appropriate by the 

Director of ERM to ensure compliance with this Chapter. 
2. The consent agreement shall not serve as evidence of a violation of this Chapter and shall 

expressly state that the alleged violator neither admits nor denies culpability for the alleged 
violations by entering into such ag·reement. In addition, prior to entering into any such 
consent agreement, each alleged violator shall be apprised of the right to have the matter 
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1 heard by the GNRPB in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter, and that execution of 
2 the agreement is not required. 
3 3. The consent agreement shall be valid and enforceable in a court of competent jurisdiction in 
4 PBC and shall abate any enforcement proceedings available to ERM for so long as the terms 
5 and conditions of such agreement are complied with. In the event the alleged violator fails to 
6 comply with the terms and conditions set forth in the executed agreement, the Director of 
7 ERM may either: 
8 a. Consider the consent agreement void and pursue any remedies available for 
9 enforcement of the applicable provisions of this Chapter; or 

10 b. Initiate legal proceedings for specific performance of the consent agreement. 
11 E. All monies collected pursuant to violations of this Chapter whether from consent agreement or 
12 the GNRPB shall be deposited in the PBC Pollution Recovery Trust Fund. 
13 
14 
15 PPENDIX 10 NATURAL AREAS 
16 
17 The following are ultimate boundaries of natural areas acquired under the 1991 Sensitive Lands or 1999 
18 Conservation Lands bond issues as listed in Resolution 99-1073 as well as natural areas acquired by 
19 other governmental entities in PBC. Maps of each area are designated by Range, Township and Chapter 
20 with its associated 500 foot buffer and are on file at ERM for inspection. 
21 

INCORPORATED PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Boca Raton: Blazing Star Preserve (R42 T47 S25) 

Boynton Beach: 

Delray: 

Highland Beach: 
Hypoluxo: 
Juno: 
Jupiter: 

Lake Park: 
North Palm Beach: 
Ocean Ridge: 
Palm Beach: 
Palm Beach Gardens: 

Royal Palm Beach: 
West Palm Beach: 

Cypress Knee Slough Preserve (R42 T 4 7 S23-24) 
Florida Atlantic University Ecological Site (R42 T47 S12/13; R43 T47 S07/18 
Gopher Tortoise Preserve·(R43 T46 S32) 
Gumbo Limbo Environmental Complex & Red Reef Park Dune (R43 T47 
16/21) 
Pond Hawk Natural Area (R42 T47 S12) 
Rosemary Ridge Preserve (R43 T46 S32) 
Serenoa Glade Preserve (R42 T47 S24) 
South Beach Park Dune (R43 T47 S21) 
Yamato Scrub Natural Area (R43 T46 S31; R43 T47 S06) 
Rosemary Scrub Natural Area (R43 T45 S09/16) 
Seacrest Scrub Natural Area (R43 T46 S04) 
Delray Oaks Natural Area (R43 T46 S30) 
Leon Weeks Preserve (R43 T46 S29) 
Highland Beach Mangrove Preserve (R43 T46 S33) 
Hypoluxo Scrub Natural Area (R43 T45 S10) 
Juno Dunes Natural Ar.ea (R43 T41 S20/21/28/29) 
Delaware Scrub Natural Area (R42 T41 S02) 
Jupiter Ridge Natural Area (R43 T 41 S07 /08/17 /18) 
Ocean Ridge Natural Area (R43 T 45 S27) 
Limestone Creek Natural Area (R42 T41 S03) 
North Jupiter Flatwoods Natural Area (R42 T40 S32/33) 
Riverbend Park (R42 T40 S32/33; R42 T41 S05/06/07/08/17) 
Lake Park Scrub Natural Area (R43 T42 S20) 
John D. MacArthur Beach State Park (R43 T42 S10/15) 
Ocean Ridge Hammock Park (R43 T45 S22) 
Palm Beach Island Sanctuaries (R43 T 43 S34; R43 T 44 S03/10/15) 
Frenchman's Forest Natural Area (R43 T 41 S32) 
Hungryland Slough Natural Area (R41 T 41 S 19/20/28/29/30/31 /32/33/) 
Loxahatchee Slough Natural Area -includes Sandhill Crane (R41 T 41 
S23/24/25/26/27/34/35/36; R41 T42 S01/02/11/12/13; R42 T41 
S19/28/29/30/31/32; R42 T42 S05/06/07/08/09/16/17) 
Prosperity Oaks Natural Area (R43 T 42 S05) 
Royal Palm Beach Pines Natural Area (R41 T 43 S 15/16) 
Winding Waters Natural Area (R42 T42 S35) 

UNINCORPORATED PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Acreage Pines Natural Area (R41 T42 S32) 
Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee NWR (R39 T 44 
S 12/13/23/24/25/26/27 /34/35/36; R39 T 45 
S01/02/03/10-15/22-27/34-36/L 1/L2/L3; R39 T46 S01-03/10-14/23-25; R40 
T43 S32/L5; R40 T44 S04-09/15-36; R40 T45 S01-42; R40 T46 S01-36; R40 
T47 S01-06/08-14; R41 T44 S30-32/40-42; R41 T45 S04-10/14-23/26-35; 
R41 T 46 S02-11 /14-23/26-35; R41 T 4 7 S03-10/15-19 
C-18 Triangle Natural Area (R42 T41 S08) 
Cypress Creek Natural Area (R41 T 40 S34/36) 
Daggerwing Nature Center Preserve (R41 T47 S11/14) 
Donald Ross Road at the ICW (R43 T41 S29) 
DuPuis Management Area (R38 T40 S31-36; R38 T41 
S01-06/08-12/13-16/22-26/36; R39 T 41 S 19/30-31 
East Conservation Area (R41 T45 S14/23/24) ,..';( 7 
High Ridge Scrub Natural Area (R43 T45 S09) ,:_,.,, 
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J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management Area (R39 T40 S31-36; R39 T41 S01-36; 
R39 T42 S01-06/08-16; R40 T40 S31-32, R40 T41 S05-08/18-36, R40 T42 
S01-18/21-22; R41 T41 S31; R41 T42 S06-07/18 
Loxahatchee Mitigation Bank (R41 T46 S14/23/25-26/35; R41 T47 S02) 
Loxahatchee River Natural Area (R42 T40 S31) 
Sweetbay Natural Area (R41 T41 S34; R41 T42 S01/02/03) 
Okeeheelee Nature Center Preserve (R42 T44 S04-05) 
Pine Glades Natural Area (R40 T 40 S33/35/36; R40 T 41 
S01/02/03/04/10/11/12/13; R41 T40 S31/32; R41 T41 S05/06/07/08/09) 
Paw-Paw Preserve Natural Area {R43 T 42 S04) 
Pine Jog Environmental Education Center (R42 T44 S03) 
Pond Cypress Natural Area (R41 T43 S12/13/24) 
Riverbend Park (Reese Property) - See Riverbend Park under Jupiter 
Municipality 
Royal Palm Beach Pines Natural Area (R41 T 43 S 15/16) 
Strazzulla Tract (R41 T44 S34/39-40; R41 T45 S03-04/10/11/14-15) 
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