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L EXECUTIVE BRIEF

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to approve: Budget Transfer of $2,000,000
from Natural Areas Fund Reserves to Natural Areas Management.

Summary: The funds are needed for on-going land management and enhancement activities
being conducted by various annual term contract vendors within the Loxahatchee Slough Natural
Area, Hungryland Slough Natural Area, Pine Glades Natural Area, and the Cypress Creek
Natural Area. These are the County’s largest natural areas (totaling 24,468 acres) and comprise
approximately 78% of the County natural areas managed by the Department of Environmental
Resources Management (ERM). The Natural Areas Fund is a non-ad valorem funding source for
the County’s natural areas management activities. Countywide (SF)

Background and Justification: On-going land management activities including, but not limited
to, non-native invasive vegetation removal; reduction of fuel loads (either mechanically or with
prescribed burning techniques) to prevent wildfires; establishment and maintenance of
firebreak/accessways for public safety; and enhancement of the hydrology on these large natural
areas to improve or restore native habitats are required on an annual basis to maintain the
integrity of the County’s natural areas. This ERM mission is funded with dollars from the
Natural Areas Fund (a non-ad valorem source) that was established early on (1993) in the
County’s Natural Areas Program as a funding source dedicated for the acquisition and perpetual
maintenance of the County s natural areas. Land management activities are necessary to
maintain the natural areas in their native state and fulfill the promise to the voters of the 1991
Environmentally Sensitive Lands and 1999 Land Acqu1s1t10n for Conservation Purposes bond
referendums to acquire and preserve these natural areas in perpetuity.

Attachments:
1.Budget Transfer (1226)
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II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact:
Fiscal Years 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Capital Expenditures
Operating Costs $2,000,000

External Revenues
Program Income (County)
In-Kind Match (County)

NET FISCAL IMPACT _$2,000,000
# ADDITIONAL FTE

POSITIONS (Cumulative)

Is Item Included in Current Budget? Yes No_X
Budget Account No.: Fund Agency__ Org. Object
B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact
Natural Areas Fund
C. Department Fiscal Review:

i

III. REVIEW COMMENTS

A. OFMB Fiscal and /or Contract Dev. And Control Comments:
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B. Legal Sufficiency: &;\k/
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Assistant County Attorney

OFMB

C. Other Department Review:
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

BGEX -380-021111*916

BUDGET TRANSFER
Fund 1226 Natural Areas Fund
ORIGINAL CURRENT ADJUSTED ENC/EXP REMAINING
ACCOUNT NAME AND NUMBER BUDGET BUDGET INCREASE DECREASE BUDGET 12/9/2010 BALANCE
Appropriations

380-3195 Reserve Natural Areas 9909 - Reserves 21,485,822 20,038,858 0 2,000,000 18,038,858 0 18,038,858

380-3162 Nat Area Management  3401-Other Contracted Svs 1,725,000 1,725,000 2,000,000 0 3,725,000
0 0

0
2,000,000 2,000,000

Environmental Resources Management

INITIATING DEPARTMENT/DIVISION
Administration/Budget Department Approval
OFMB Department - Posted
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