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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Title: Sustainability and Green Initiatives 

Summary: This workshop will include: an overview of sustainability projects and 
initiatives being accomplished by County departments under the Board of County 
Commissioners; an update on implementation of recommendations of the Green Task 
Force on Environmental Sustainability and Conservation; and a briefing on the activities 
and accomplishments of the Southeast Regional Climate Change Compact Initiative. 

Background and Policy Issues: The formulation of the Palm Beach County Green 
Task Force on Environmental Sustainability and Conservation by the Board of County 
Commissioners in June 2009, provided a framework and stimulus for the development 
of actions and policies that encourage healthier, more resource efficient and sustainable 
buildings, energy and natural resources conservation, and environmental sustainability. 
County Departments are implementing numerous projects and initiatives designed to 
conserve water and energy, reduce waste, and provide protection for our natural 
resources. The County is also actively engaged in regional intergovernmental efforts to 
develop adaptation and mitigation strategies related to climate change. This workshop 
will update the Board on these sustainability and green initiatives. 

Attachment: 
PowerPoint Presentation 

(_~~- ,/i_· -- G/z,.3 1/ 
Recommended by: ---:----:---:1'-:-t----:---:--:---:--:---:-----:-----------:::-:"-:--

Assis ;ant ounty Administrator Date 

Approved By: -----~---~~~~-~~----~6=-..b~:i--/v __ 
County Administrator6ate 



II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Fiscal Years 20 __ 20 __ 20 __ 

Capital 
Expenditures 
Operating Costs 
External Revenues 
Program Income (County) 
In-Kind Match (County) 

NET FISCAL IMPACT 

No. ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) 

20 __ 20 __ 

Is Item Included In Current Budget? Yes__ No __ _ 
Budget Account No .. : Fund ___ Department. ___ Unit __ _ 

Object Reporting Category 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

There is no fiscal impact associated with this workshop item. 

C. Departmental Fiscal Review: 

Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Dev. and Control Comments: 

B. 

Assistant County Attorney 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

REVISED 9/03 
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, What Sustainability Means to Us 

• Identify actions and policies that encourage 
healthier, more resource efficient and 

· environmentally sustainable· living thrOugh 
efficient.buildings and natural resource 
conservation. 
- Conserve and Use Energy Efficiently 

-conserve and Reuset Water · 

, :- Reduce Waste 
..,. Conserve Land 

~ ! ~ ~' 

Coni!erve and Use Energy Efficiently 

1st County LEED Certified Building a 
_ :""" Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design 

~ Acreage Library 

. ,-Opening Summer2012 

' 

6/24/2011 

Conserve and Use Energy Efficiently 
. . . 

Fleet and Building Operations 
- 1st Florida local government to 

purchase hybrid vehicles (Novv 251 
vehic;les and 6 bucket trucks) 

- Policies such ·as ~No Idling~ 

- Position (in Facilities) for routine energy 
audits for all buildings 

Water Utility Energy Reduction Goals · 
~ 10% reduction by 2020 

- Alternativ8 "Gre13n Energy" 5% per 
custcimer·by 2020 

- $1.SM savings per year in electrical costs 

Renewable Energy ·Initiatives 
·'.""- MethaneM_tQ:'.:Energy ..F_acility_at wa_stewl;ilter 

treatment plant 

Everglades Agricultural Area Wind 
Farming 

' 11:ii::tris~rve and Use Energy Efficiently 

$6.5 Million Energy Efficiency & Conservation 
Block .Grant for goveroment operations-and 
community 

-

o,en&LED 
_Lig!ttin·g 

. 
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' Conserve and Use Energy Efficiently 

M9re grant' programs 
$1.1 million Revolving Energy ~oan Program 
$850,000 Competjtive Grant Program 
County City Collaborative 
-- Establish"ed in 2009 · 
..,. Meets regularly to share best , 
· practices &.lesson~ learned · 

, - Brings in _outside experts 

- Recognized by Department of Palm Beach state College 
Energy 

Conserve and Use Energy Efficiently 

----· ·~ 
. . . . . . · .... .;, 

Water Conservation and Reuse 

•_Minimize.water use ih 
County buildings 

• _Low .. flow faucets and t9ilets 

_ •:Watering ·reStdctions 

• ·conserve water sLlpplies 
- ·• Reduce pipe leaks 

Alternative watei: supplies 
(like C-,.51 Reservoir Project) 

• Maximize wastewater reuse 

· Reduce Waste ,, 

• Curbside recycling 
• Metal recovery 
• Hazardous Household Waste 

Program 
• Waste-to-Energy Facility 

· · .• Will pow6'r 50,000 homes 

• : Waste-to-Energy 

•· Biosolids _Pelletizatiori Facility 
, • Wastewater sludge to fertilizer 

• County is a-leader in conserving 
llatural areas, parks, and 
agricultural land. 
-30,000 acres of natural areas 
-8,558 acres of park lands 
~2,500 acres of agricultural lands 
-Restoring and creating wetlands 

to store IJl{ater, results in less.·_ 
water loss to tide 
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Conserve Land 

-,·_::vai~e Ot_c;i~~n s·Pace 
.:..:.·carbon sequestering -
.,,..·.Biodiversity of plants/ailimals 

• • 
0
• • ,-,,:·eroteclion of.threatened/endang·ereid· plants/animals· 

..;.._water storc;1ge/ flood COfltrcil/ aquifer recharge 

.... _water" quality 

_-:Rec~ijti~~)_open spa?e_ __ . 
• .:c~ntirlued:yalUe-is dePe-nd~nt'i.1pOn ~mmitrnent -

to· fund maintenance ' · ' 

· .Report Card 
!;valuation of Commitment to 
-Sustainability; Green Bu'ilding, 
E:nergy and Natural RE;)Sources 

_·conservatj9n · 
Valuable for"Energy _Grants 
Multi-governinental participation 

Certification .Level: . 
~ within 18 inOnths 
9.QbQ. _.within 3-5 years 

. Green [ask Force On Environmental 
l:tyst;iinability And Conservation 

• Established June 2008 and now.sunset' 

• FinalReport -- July 2009 · 
• _ 14. recommend~trons, 

, Subcommittees, 
, ~ Government 

• Energy_ 
7 · 13·uildirig 

. • Environment 
• Education 

-

' 
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Gr.een [ask Force Recommendations 

Government 

1 . .. Establish a sustainability structure in Cc;,unty 
Administr~tion,. ' 

2: createi a: .fin8r1cial·tracking·sYstem fci~ .' 
.green/sustainability. efforts of County 

3. 'Adopt an energy conservation strategy for 
·· ,county buildings and operations. · · · 

' . . 
;:':.,, ""'" 1/"t ii, ~reen Tasl<: Force Recommendations . . . 

- Eriergy 

1. Advocate for a solar rebate program for hoi 
~at~r heater$_. 

2~- Establish a horse.manure Process(ng·.fadlity. 

' ' . 
R\ / <,, 

,'': !;ireen T;isk Force Recommendations 

Building , • 

1. Mandate _construct~on materials-recycling. 

2. Cre·~t~ a gr~eri buildi'ng:lncentive ·p"rogfarh. 
' ·, . 

3. Create an! exemptiOn from architectural 
_g_uidelln'9s for gre:en buil_~i~gs: 
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. . 
Green Task Force Recommendations 

l . 

E11vironment · 

1. Commit 16 long-term support .of the 
cpnseivatiqn lands main_tenan~ progra,11). 

2. ~eve.lo!) P6i'icie~\o·pr8s8f\le;agifo1,1lti..fr~I zOn_ing· 
-arid encourage l!rban gardenjng. 

3':• 6~Ve10_p arid enCourage"lncentivei:" Programs for ' 
- -- Xeriscaping and Permaculture. 

Green Task Force Recommendations 

Education 

1., Support an annual Green Conference held 
. loc~lly, 

2;.- D"evelOp and maintain a·green column on the' 
.- · website; 

--3;.:'.· ··E;st8.blish·.-a Qre8nc"c61_1_ai-ecoiiOmiC,, . 
enterprises/cultural training .cente_rs throughciut 

· Palm B~ach County. 

• __ Provides tor a te"gion_al 
cl_imat~- c;hange _strategy. 

.-"4 Couritieiand SFWMD 
:.. 30% of Florida's 

populatiqn 
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AWal'ds· 
• ·2011 N.S.tional Assoc·i~tion of Cou·nties-Awafd --.... :· -'\ 

•-2010 ICLEI-Sustailiability Leadership Award ~F~!im=-~· ='-~~~J~}" 
Legislation. __ ,_,-._. _ < _ _ , >···-.,-
. -" Program-f~r renewable_energY portfolio for Florida anci · 

adopt a standard of 20% renewable energy by 2020 
, State law-allowing for local "Adaptation Areasff · 

_Reports· 
- . •:Unified ·Sea Level Ris~ Proje'ctiOn for Southea_st Florida· 

•_1 st Annual Report, Feb. 2011 

-:"-Seadevel Rise·: 
-ExtremE! we"ather·. · 

events 

-Increased water 
temperat_ure 

Next Steps 

· M8irlfairi momentum 
Strengthen. communi.cation & overall coordination 
Ensur~_accurate _repOrting of. results 
Recommend. operati_onal policy changes_ 
Consider program for-reinvestment of co_St saVings 
·1iursue ·grarlt funding 
Further il1iergovei'nmental CQo_rdin8tiol1:· · 
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Thank You 

www.pbcqov.com/goqreen 

QUESTIONS? 
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