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October 7, 2014 

Administration 

Administration 

(X) Consent ( ) Regular 
( ) Ordinance ( ) Public Hearing 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to: &.{opf ., a Resolution of the Board of County 
Commissioners of Palm Beach County, Florida, supporting the Palm Beach County Food Bank and 
its application for The Emergency Food Assistance Program for Palm Beach County. 

Summary: In early 2012, the Palm Beach County Food Bank was created in response, to a growing 
hunger problem in our community and a realization that existing food banking operations were 
ineffective in meeting community needs. The Palm Beach County Food Bank is supported by a 
broad coalition of community organizations and agencies including the Board of County 
Commissioners, Children's Services Council of Palm Beach County, United Way of Palm Beach 
County, the Community Foundation of Palm Beach and Martin Counties, and several other locally 
operating foundations. The resolution being recommended in this item will be forwarded to the 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the grant administering agency, in support 
of the Palm Beach County Food Bank and its application for The Emergency Food Assistance 
Program known as TEFAP. Countywide (TKF) 

Background and Justification: The Palm Beach County Food Bank delivered over 5 million pounds 
of food at no cost to 106 front line hunger relief agencies during the FY 2013 - 2014 fiscal year. The 
Board of County Commissioners along with several other organizations have been providing financial 
support to the non-profit food bank that exclusively serves residents of Palm Beach County. TEFAP 
is a federal program that helps improve diets of low-income Americans regardless of age, providing 
them with emergency food and nutrition assistance at no cost. Under TEFAP, commodity foods are 
made available by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to the States. In Florida, recipient agencies are 
selected by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services every four years as a result 
of a competitive procurement process or bid. The recipient agencies awarded a contract receive and 
are responsible for the distribution of all the TEFAP commodities in the county or counties awarded to 
them. The current contract for TEFAP in Palm Beach County is held by Feeding South Florida, Inc., 
a Broward County-based organization serving the entire four county Southeast Florida region. 

Attachments: 
1. Resolution 
2. TEFAP Fact Sheet 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
///.0-Recommended by: ________ 1/_/t __________________ _ 

Department Director Date 



II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Fiscal Years 2015 
Capital Expenditures 
Operating Costs 
External Revenues 
Program Income (County) __ _ 
In-Kind Match (County) 

NET FISCAL IMPACT ~ 0 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) 

2016 2017 2018 

Is Item Included in Current Budget? Yes No 
Budget Account No.: Fund __ Agency_ Org. __ Object_ 

Program Code _______ _ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact 
'ilf There is no fiscal impact associated with this item 

C. Department Fiscal Review: 

Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A. OFMB Fi cal and /or Contract Administrator Comments: 

B. Legal Sufficiency: 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 
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Resolution No. 2014-__ 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM 
BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING THE PALM . BEACH COUNTY 
FOOD BANK AND ITS APPLICATION FOR THE EMERGENCY FOOD 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 

WHEREAS, hunger and food insecurity are significant issues that affect residents of 

Palm Beach County; and 

WHEREAS, the Palm Beach County Food Bank grew from a shared recognition of the 

extent of the hunger problem in our community and a realization that existing food banking 

operations were ineffective in meeting community needs; and 

WHEREAS, during the 2013-2014 fiscal year, the Palm Beach County Food Bank 

distributed close to 5 million pounds of food at no cost to 106 front-line hunger relief 

organizations; and 

WHEREAS, the Palm Beach County Food Bank directly assists over 800 families per 

year to apply for SNAP benefits, formerly known as food stamps, via a project partnership with 

the Florida Department of Children and Families in addition to providing over 1,000 children and 

their families with healthy food for the summer weekends to augment the Summer Breakspot 

Prngram; and 

WHEREAS, the Palm Beach County Food Bank recognizes and promotes the 

importance of the local agricultural community with healthy local produce representing at least 

65% of food distributed by the Food Bank; and 

WHEREAS, a locally led and headquartered food bank that is on the ground working 

with the Board of County Commissioners and other Palm Beach County-based health and 

human service providers is in the best interests of the residents of Palm Beach County; and 
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WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners through staff involvement and annual 

funding assistance has supported the establishment and ongoing operations of the Palm Beach 

County Food Bank; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined that Palm Beach 

County is best served by the Palm Beach County Food Bank being awarded the responsibility 

for TEFAP, The Emergency Food Assistance Program for Palm Beach County. 

WHEREAS, TEFAP is a Federally - funded program administered by the Florida 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services that helps supplement the diets of low­

income Americans, including elderly people, by providing them with emergency food and · 

nutrition assistance at no cost. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

1. Palm Beach County supports the Palm Beach County Food Bank, its leadership in 

strengthening the local hunger relief system, improving food security, and its application 

for The Emergency Food Assistance Program, TEFAP, for Palm Beach County. 

2. A copy of this resolution be forwarded to Adam H. Putnam, Commissioner, Florida 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and Michael Joyner, Assistant 

Commissioner/Chief of Staff, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner ____ _, who moved its 
adoption. The motion was seconded by Commissioner and upon being put to a 
vote, the vote was as follows: 

Priscilla A. Taylor, Mayor 
Paulette Burdick, Vice Mayor 
Commissioner Hal Valeche 
Commissioner Shelley Vana 
Commissioner Steven Abrams 
Commissioner Mary Lou Berger 
Commissioner Jess Santamaria 
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The Mayor thereupon declared the Resolution duly passed and adopted this __ day 
of 2014. ____ _, 

ATTEST: 
CLERK & COMPTROLLER 
Sharon R. Bock, Clerk and Comptroller 

By: __________ _ 

Deputy Clerk 

Approved as to Form and Legal 
Sufficiency: 

By: __________ _ 

Assistant County Attorney 

Approved as to Content: 

B,~--tnl an Arn am, Assistant County Administrator 

\ ... / 
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Palm Beach County, Florida by its 
Board of County Commissioners 

By: __________ _ 

Priscilla A. Taylor, Mayor 



USDA, 
iilii 

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

The Emergency Food 
Assistance Program 
1. What is The Emergency Food 
Assistance Program? 

The Emergency Food Assistance Program 
(TEFAP) is a Federal program that helps 
supplement the diets of low-income Americans, 
including elderly people, by providing them with 
emergency food and nutrition assistance at no 
cost. 

Through TEFAP, the U.8- Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) purchases USDA Foods, 
including processing and packaging, and makes 
it available to State Distributing Agencies. The 
amount of food each State receives out of the 
total amount of food provided is based on the 
number of unemployed persons and the number 
of people with incomes below the poverty level 
in the State. States provide the food to local 
agencies that they have selected, usually food 
banks, which in turn distribute the food to local 
organizations, such as soup kitchens and food 
pantries that directly serve the public. States 
also provide the food to other types of local 
organizations, such as community action 
agencies, which distribute the foods directly to 
low-income households. 

These local organizations distribute USDA 
Foods to eligible recipients for household 
consumption, or use them to prepare. and serve 
meals in a congr~gate setting. 

Under TEFAP, States also receive 
administrative funds to support the storage and 
distribution of USDA Foods. These funds must, 
in part, be passed down to local agencies. 

TEFAP is administered at the Federal level by 
the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), an 
agency of the USDA. 
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Food and Nutrition Service 
Nutrition Program Fact Sheet 

March 2012 

2. Who is eligible to get food? 

(a) Public or private nonprofit organizations that 
provide food and nutrition assistance to low­
income Americans through the distribution of 
food for home use or the preparation of meals 
to be served in a congregate setting may 
receive food as local agencies. They must 
meet the following criteria: 

• Organizations that distribute food for home 
use must determine household eligibility by 
applying income standards set by the State. 

• Organizations that provide prepared meals 
must demonstrate that they serve 
predominately low-income persons. 

(b) Households that meet State eligibility criteria 
may receive food for home use. States set 
income standards, which may, at the State's 
discretion, be met through participation in other 
existing Federal, State, or local food, health, or 
welfare programs for which eligibility is based 
on income. States can adjust eligibility criteria 
to ensure that assistance is provided only to 
those households most in need. 

Recipients of prepared meals are considered to 
be low-income and are not subject to a means 
test. 

3. What foods are available through 
TEFAP? 

The types of foods USDA purchases for TEFAP 
vary depending on the preferences of States 
and agricultural market conditions. Around 80 
products are available for 2012, including: 

• canned fruits • dried beans 
• canned vegetables • pasta products 
• fruit juice • milk 
• dried egg mix • rice/grits/cereal 
• meat/poultry/fish • soups 



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

For a complete list of foods available through 
TEFAP in FY 2012, visit the Food Distribution 
website at: 

http://www.fns,usda.gov/fdd/foods/tefaofoods.pdf. 

4. What other food and nutrition 
assistance can TEFAP recipients 
·get? 

TEFAP households may be eligible for other 
FNS programs, including: 

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) 

• National School Lunch Program {NSLP) 

• Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women. lnfants1 and Children (WIG) 

• Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations (FDPI R) 

• Commodity Supplemental Food Program 
(CSFP) 

5. Are homeless people eligible 
for TEFAP food? 

Yes. Homeless people can benefit from TEFAP 
through organizations like soup kitchens which 
provide prepared meals, or food pantries which 
distribute foods to individuals. 

Homeless people do not have to complete an 
application to receive prepared meals served in 
a congregate setting. However, they must meet 
State eligibility requirements to receive TEFAP 
food that is not served in prepared meals. 

6. When and why did TEFAP 
start? 

TEFAP was first authorized in 1981 to distribute 
surplus foods to households. It was formally 
named The Emergency Food Assistance 
Program under the 1990 Farm Bill. 
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The program was designed to help reduce 
Federal food inventories and storage costs 
while assisting low-income persons. 

Stocks of some foods held in surplus had been 
depleted by 1988. Therefore, the Hunger 
Prevention Act of 1988 authorized funds to be 
appropriated for the purchase of USDA Foods 
specifically for TEFAP. Foods acquired with 
appropriated funds are in addition to any 
surplus foods donated to TEFAP by USDA. 

7. How much does the program . 
cost? 

In FY 2012, Congress appropriated $308.25 
million for TEFAP through the normal 
appropriations process - $260.25 million to 
purchase food and $48 million for administrative 
support for State and local agencies. 

In addition to USDA Foods purchased with 
appropriated funds, TEFAP receives surplus 
USDA Foods. In FY 2011, $235.26 million of 
such foods were made available to TEFAP. · 

8. Who should I contact for more 
information about TEFAP? 

Since this program is administered at the State 
level, we suggest that you contact your State 
Distributing Agency for more information about 
TEFAP. A list of State contacts may be found 
on the Food Distribution website at: 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/contacts/sdacontacts.htm. 

"In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, age, or disability. 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th 

and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-
94 to or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer." 


