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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to approve: On preliminary reading 
and advertise for public hearing on June 23, 2015 at 9:30 am: AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE, CHAPTER 4 (ORDINANCE 98-22, AS 
AMENDED BY ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004, 2009-019 and 
2011-005) PERTAINING TO ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL, AMENDING SECTION 
4-2 (DEFINITIONS), AMENDING SECTION 4-4 (DOG AND CAT CONTROL); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-5 (ANIMALS CREATING NUISANCES); AMENDING 
SECTION 4-8 (KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS AND MAINTAINING FERAL 
CATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-11 (DOG AND CAT RABIES/LICENSE TAGS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-12 (REDEMPTION AND ADOPTION); AMENDING SECTION 
4-13 (ADOPTION FEES AND STERILIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS AND 
CATS}; AMENDING SECTION 4-16 (ANIMAL BITES AND QUARANTINING); 
DELETING SECTION 4-17 (PLACEMENT AND IMPOUNDMENT OF HONEYBEE 
HIVES); AMENDING SECTION 4-18 (GUARD DOGS);AMENDING SECTION 4-19 
(EVICTIONS, JAIL TERMS, COMMUNITY SERVICES ADJUDICATIONS, AND OTHER 
INVOLUNTARY OCCURENCES; EFFECT ON ANIMALS); AMENDING SECTION 4-21 
(LIVESTOCK); AMENDING SECTION 4-22 (NUMBER OF ANIMALS; ACREAGE 
RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS ANIMAL HABITATS}; AMENDING SECTION 4-23 
(KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT, COMMERCIAL BREEDER, PET DEALER, 
PET SHOP, GROOMING PARLOR, AND COMMERCIAL STABLE PERMITS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-24 (ANIMAL CARE; MANNER OF KEEPING); AMENDING 
SECTION 4-27 (AGGRESSIVE DOGS, DANGEROUS DOGS AND VICIOUS DOGS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-28 (STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR DOGS AND CATS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-29 (HOBBY BREEDER PERMITS); AMENDING SECTION 4-
30 (ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL SPECIAL MASTER HEARINGS); AMENDING 
SECTION 4-32 (VIOLATIONS, CIVIL INFRACTIONS, CIVIL PENALTIES); ADDING 
SECTION 4-35 (COMMUNITY CATS); ADDING SECTION 4-36 (ELECTRONIC 
ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION DEVICE IMPLANTATION FOR ALL CATS); PROVIDING 
FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF 
LAWS AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
PENAL TY; PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

Summary (continued on Page 3) 

Attachments: 
1. Summary of the Substantive Recommended Changes to the ACC Ordinance 
2. Proposed ACC Ordinance Amendment: Strike-through/Underlined Version ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Recommended by:~ k ~ ~~\ o'l De artment Director 

Approved By: ~ ~~ 
~ ~ntcoufity Admlistfator 
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II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact 

Fiscal Years 

Capital Expenditures 
Operating Costs 
External Revenues 
Program Income (County) 
In-Kind Match (County) 

Net Fiscal Impact 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) 

0 

0 0 0 

Is Item Included In Current Budget? Yes No __ 

0 

Budget Account Exp No: Fund __ Department __ Unit __ Object __ 
Rev No: Fund __ Department __ Unit __ RevSc __ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 
The fiscal impact is indeterminable at this time. 

Departmental Fiscal Review: ~ 2,JL,bcst£ 
Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Dev. and Control Comments: 

Contract ministration 
-✓ ~~c;;()h~ 

B. Legal Sufficiency: 

Assistant County Attorney 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

This summary is not to be used as a basis for payment. 

0 



Summary ( continued from Page 1) 
The most significant changes in the proposed amendment to the Animal Care and 
Control (ACC) Ordinance are the following: removal of the "voice command" to require 
dogs to be leashed when off an owner's/caregiver's property unless certain exceptions 
apply (i.e. dog parks, public beach, law enforcement dog); require all community cats to 
be sterilized, microchipped, vaccinated against rabies and ear-tipped for identification; 
require community cats to be maintained on private property with approval of the 
owner/property manager; require community cat caregivers to provide basic care to 
such cats and for food areas to be clean and sanitary; allow the ACC to seize/remove 
community cats if necessary to protect public health or safety; provide additional 
regulations with regard to trapping domestic animals; allow commercial trapper to trap 
cats for the purpose of TNVR (Trap, Neuter, Vaccinate, Return); and require all trapped 
community cats to be released onsite unless trapped for re-vaccination, medical care or 
because of a public health or safety concern; authorize the ACC to impound dogs 
during a vicious dog investigation/appeal if it believes that the owner is unable or 
unwilling to humanely, safely and securely confine the dog. Most of the language has 
been added to correlate with the Countdown to Zero Resolution that was adopted by the 
Board in February 2014. In addition, this proposed amendment will allow the ACC to 
apply for grants through non-profit agencies. This proposed amendment to the Palm 
Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance was presented to the League of 
Cities on April 22, 2015, and was unanimously approved. A summary of the substantive 
recommended changes to the existing ACC Ordnance is attached. COUNTYWIDE (SF) 

Background and Policy Issues: A summary of the substantive recommended 
changes to the existing ACC Ordnance is attached. 
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Section 

Throughout 

4.23 (h) (6) 
4.29 (d) (5) 
4.27 (a) (6) & 
(d) (4) 

4.27 (a) (6) & 
(d) (4) 
4.2 

4.4 (a) 

4.11 (a) 

4.12 (a) & (b) 

4.12 (d) 

4.16 (f) 

4.16 (g) 

4.17 

4.18 

4.19 

4.21 (c) & (d) 

SUMMARY OF SUBSTANTIVE RECOMMENDED 
CHANGES TO THE ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Page Change and Justification 

3,4,11,13,14,21, Remove language pertaining to registration of feral 
25,26,37,38 cats and add provisions pertaining to community cats. 
25,36 Prohibit the sale of dogs or cats on roadsides or public 

right-of-ways. 
27,28,32 Require all dogs classified as aggressive, dangerous 

or vicious to wear a leash and muzzle when off the 
owner's property pending resolution of any appeal. 

28,32 Revise the appeal provisions for dangerous and 
vicious dogs to be consistent with Chapter 767, F.S. 

3,4,5 Revise definitions 
Require dogs to be leashed when off an 

6 owner's/caregiver's property unless certain exceptions 
apply. 

11 Remove obsolete Florida Administrative Code 
references pertaining to license tags. 

12,13 Require all impounded dogs and those cats with 
identification to be held for 4 business days for 
redemption by owner and cats with no identification to 
be immediately processed for adoption, return to field, 
transfer to rescue or foster care or euthanasia as a last 
resort for cats that are suffering or for which no 
approved rescue will accept. 

14 Allow the Division to decline a redemption or adoption 
to a person who has been convicted of animal cruelty, 
has had his/her animal removed because of neglect, 
has relinquished ownership of animals in the past year 
or on more than one occasion or owes fees, costs or 
fines to the Division. 

16 Prohibit the intentional or unintentional feeding of 
raccoons. 

16 Require that owners whose animals are quarantined at 
the Division for rabies quarantine pay a fee. 

17 Remove regulations pertaining to placement and 
impoundment of honeybee hives. 

17,18 Prohibit aggressive dogs from being used as guard 
dogs. 

18 Reduce from 15 to 5 business days the amount of time 
that the Division is required to hold animals when the 
owner is evicted, incarcerated or otherwise 
involuntarily unavailable to care for his/her animal(s) 
and where no relative or personal representative will 
accept care or responsibility for the animal(s). 

18,19, 20, 21 Remove regulations pertaining to impoundment of 
livestock and require a 3 business day hold for 
impounded livestock. 

Attachment# f --------
Page _____ of ?-



Section Page Change and Justification 

4.22 (b) 22 Provide that dogs and cats older than 4 months of age 
shall be included in the dogs/cats counted in 
restrictions on the number of animals per acre. 

4.23 (b) (9) 22 Require zoning approval prior to approval of any 
animal establishment permit. 

4.24 25,26 Provide additional regulations with regard to trapping 
domestic animals. 

4.24 25 Allow commercial trapper to trap cats for the purpose 
ofTNVR. 

4.24 26 Require all trapped community cats to be released 
onsite unless trapped for re-vaccination, medical care 
or because of a public health or safetv concern. 

4.27 (b) (1) 29 Prohibit dogs that have been classified as aggressive 
from being brought to a dog park, public park or public 
beach. 

4.27 (c) (2) C. 29 Increase the outdoor enclosure size for dangerous 
dogs. 

4. 27 (d) (3) a. 30,31 Authorize the Division to impound dogs during a 
vicious dog investigation/appeal if it believes that the 
owner is unable or unwilling to humanely, safely and 
securely confine the dog. 

4.28 (b) (1) 32 Provide that every dog 6 months of age and every cat 
4 months of age shall be spayed or neutered unless 
exceptions apply. 

4.29 (a) (2) e. 36 Require hobby breeders to notify the Division quarterly 
if no animals are sold. 

4.32 37 Delete obsolete provisions pertaining to citations. 
4.35 (a) (1) 37 Require community cat caregivers to obtain property 

owner or managers permission when feeding 
Community Cats. 

4.35 (a) (2) 38 Require all community cats to be sterilized, 
microchipped, vaccinated against rabies and ear-
tipped for identification. 

4.35 (a) (3) 38 Require community cat caregivers to provide basic 
care to such cats and for food areas to be clean and 
sanitary. 

4.35 (d) 38 Allow the Division to seize/remove community cats if 
necessary to protect public health or safetv 

4.36 38,39 Require all cats to be microchipped . 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2015-__ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE, 
CHAPTER 4 (ORDINANCE 98-22, AS AMENDED BY 
ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004, 2009-
019 and 2011-005) PERTAINING TO ANIMAL CARE AND 
CONTROL, AMENDING SECTION 4-2 (DEFINITIONS), 
AMENDING SECTION 4-4 (DOG AND CAT CONTROL); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-5 (ANIMALS CREATING 
NUISANCES); AMENDING SECTION 4-8 
(KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS AND 
MAINTAINING FERAL CATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-
11 (DOG AND CAT RABIES/LICENSE TAGS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-12 (REDEMPTION AND 
ADOPTION); AMENDING SECTION 4-13 (ADOPTION 
FEES AND STERILIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
DOGS AND CATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-16 (ANIMAL 
BITES AND QUARANTINING); DELETING SECTION 4-
17 (PLACEMENT AND IMPOUNDMENT OF HONEYBEE 
HIVES); AMENDING SECTION 4-18 (GUARD 
DOGS);AMENDING SECTION 4-19 (EVICTIONS, JAIL 
TERMS, COMMUNITY SERVICES ADJUDICATIONS, 
AND OTHER INVOLUNTARY OCCURENCES; EFFECT 
ON ANIMALS); AMENDING SECTION 4-21 
(LIVESTOCK); AMENDING SECTION 4-22 (NUMBER OF 
ANIMALS; ACREAGE RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS 
ANIMAL HABITATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-23 
(KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT, COMMERCIAL 
BREEDER, PET DEALER, PET SHOP, GROOMING 
PARLOR, AND COMMERCIAL STABLE PERMITS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-24 (ANIMAL CARE; MANNER 
OF KEEPING); AMENDING SECTION 4-27 
(AGGRESSIVE DOGS, DANGEROUS DOGS AND 
VICIOUS DOGS); AMENDING SECTION 4-28 
(STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR DOGS AND CATS); 
AMENDNG SECTION 4-29 (HOBBY BREEDER 
PERMITS); AMENDING SECTION 4-30 (ANIMAL CARE 
AND CONTROL SPECIAL MASTER HEARINGS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-32 (VIOLATIONS, CIVIL 
INFRACTIONS, CIVIL PENAL TIES); ADDING SECTION 
4-35 (COMMUNITY CATS); ADDING SECTION 4-36 
(ELECTRONIC ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION DEVICE 
IMPLANTATION FOR ALL CATS); PROVIDING FOR 
REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS 
AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; 
PROVIDING FOR PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR 
CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

Stricken text indicates deletions. 
Underlined text indicates additions. 
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31 

WHEREAS, Section 125.01, Florida Statutes, authorizes the Board of County 

Commissioners of Palm Beach County to adopt ordinances to protect the health, safety, and 

welfare of the citizens and animals of Palm Beach County; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to its authority, the Board of County Commissioners (the 

"Board") enacted Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance 98-22, as amended 

("Ordinance"); and 

WHEREAS, the vast majority of cats impounded at the Division of Animal Care and 

Control (the "Division") arrive with no identification within which to locate the owner, are 

never reclaimed by an owner and are not adopted once released into the adoption program, 

which results in the euthanasia of such cats; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that microchipping every cat will facilitate 

reuniting lost cats with their owners or returning community cats to the field, which will reduce 

the euthanasia of such cats and the expense to the community of holding such cats for 

redemption or adoption; and 

WHEREAS, in order to reduce the overpopulation of cats, which are euthanized every 

year at alarming rates, the Board has determined that all cats must be spayed or neutered by 

four months of age unless certain exemptions apply; and 

WHEREAS, spaying and neutering all cats by four months of age, before they are 

sexually mature and able to reproduce, will prevent unintended breeding and unwanted litters 

of kittens; and 

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the need for innovation in addressing the issues 

presented by the overpopulation of cats and, to that end, it recognizes that there are often 

community members providing care for cats that have no apparent owner and that trapping, 

neutering, vaccinating, microchipping, ear tipping and returning to the field healthy obviously 

cared for cats (i.e. community cats) may be part of the solution to the unnecessary euthanasia of 

cats; and 

WHEREAS, the Board wishes to embrace the concept of trap, neuter, vaccinate, return 

to the field (TNVR) as one strategy to address cat overpopulation; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that dogs must be controlled by a leash or 

otherwise confined when off the owner's property to protect the health, safety and welfare of 

the community; and 
Attachment# _2_-__ _ 
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I WHEREAS, the Board finds that it has a responsibility to encourage best practices in 

2 the sale and purchase of companion animals and that such animals should not be sold on 

3 roadsides and right-of-ways; and 

4 WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the Ordinance to provide for consistency with 

5 state law; to amend certain definitions; to delete obsolete provisions; to reduce hold times for 

6 impounded animals; to provide restrictions on the redemption of animals; to remove regulations 

7 pertaining to honeybee hives; to ensure that all animal establishments operate in conjunction 

8 with zoning laws; to ensure that all dogs deemed aggressive, dangerous or vicious are walked 

9 on a leash and muzzle pending any appeal; to ensure that aggressive dogs are not used as guard 

10 dogs; to amend language pertaining to livestock; to amend provisions related to hearings before 

11 special masters; to shorten the time in which the Division must hold an animal impounded 

12 when an owner is involuntarily unable to care for the animal; to amend regulations pertaining 

13 to trapping animals and to make other changes necessary for the efficient operation of the 

14 Division and in the best interest of the citizens and animals of the county. 

15 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

16 COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

17 

18 SECTION 1. CHAPTER 4 {ANIMALS) OF THE PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE IS 
19 HEREBY AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

20 Sec. 4-2. Definitions. 

21 *** 

22 Ad,,,h d&g er eat sha-11 mean a:ey aeg er oat that is six. (6) meBth:s ef age er elaer 

23 *** 

24 Commercial trapper shall mean any person or business rece1vmg compensation for 

25 trapping animals. 

26 Community cat shall mean any un-owned free-roaming cat that has been sterilized. 

27 vaccinated against rabies. ear-tipped. implanted with an EAID and returned to field and may be 

28 cared for by one or more residents of the immediate area who is/are known or unknown. 

29 Community cat caregiver means a person who provides food. water and/or other care for 

30 one or more community cats but who does not own. harbor. keep or have custody. control or 

31 charge of such cats. 

32 *** Attachment# 2---------
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1 Ear-tipping means removing approximately a quarter-inch off the tip of a cat's left ear 

2 while the cat is anesthetized for sterilization. An Ear-tip on the left ear shall be presumptive 

3 evidence that a cat has been vaccinated against rabies. implanted with an EAID. sterilized and 

4 returned to the field. 

5 *** 

6 Direct eontrel shall me&B immediate &Bd eefttiffileas physieel eentrel ef BB 8ftimel 

7 (e*eladiag hefdiag degs, degs ia the pFeeess ef htintiag, peliee degs, degs pertieipatiag ia a 

8 registered field trial, eeedieaee trial, BBd eenfiFmatiea shew &Bd+eF mateh) at ell times saeh es 

9 ey me&Bs ef a feaee, leash, eeFd er ehaia ef saffieieftt stFeagth ta restFeia the 8ftimel. Whea BB 

10 eaimel is speeifieelly tFeiB:ed ta immediately respead ta eFel eF visael eemma.ads, direet eea-trol 

11 shall in:elade eFel eF visael eea-trol if the eea-trolliag peFsea is at ell times eleerly &Bd fully 

12 •.vithin ooeestFaeted sight ead heeriag efthe animal, eat ia ae ease ta e*eeed eae hl:IBdFed (100) 

13 feet. 0Fel eentrel shall at ell times preveftt the animal from numiag at lBFge eF ethern4se 

14 *** 

15 .Fe,,al eet shell me&B BB)' eat that hes ae appBFeH-1: 0\Vft0F eF idea-tifieatiea BBd is appBFefttly 

16 ,¥i.ld, l::lfttamed, l::1fl:seeieliit!ed, l:HlftlftflBgeeele BBd l:IB88le ta ee approeehed eF hBBdled. 

17 Free-roaming shall mean any cat found outdoors regardless of the cat's appearance. 

18 behavior or ownership status. 

19 *** 

20 Humane society shall mean an incorporated organization that has a nonprofit status with 

21 the Internal Revenue Service for which the central purpose is to provide for the protection of 

22 animals. A fflfflleae seeiety eeeepts memeeFs fFem the paelie at lBFge ead the eea-trolliag eeeFd 

23 is eleeted ey the geaeFel memeeFship. A humane society operates from a business facility on 

24 e0mm0F0ielly appropriately zoned property and has advertised and set hours for public access. 

25 *** 

26 J1,r,1enile dog o, oot shall me&B &By deg eF eat that is at least twe (2) meftths ef age eat 

27 yel::1fl:geF thee. feaF (4) meaths efege fep the parpeses efmeies V·eeeiaatieasltegs. 

28 *** 

29 Owner shall mean any person, firm, corporation, organization, humane society, public or 

30 private nonprofit organization, harborer, or caregiver. other than a community cat caregiver. 

31 who owns, keeps, harbors, possesses, or has control or custody of an animal. If the person 
Attachment# _='2-..;.... __ _ 
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1 purporting to own an animal is a minor as defined by the Florida Statutes, the minor's parent(s) 

2 or legal guardian shall be deemed the owner of an animal for the purposes of this chapter. 

3 *** 

4 Private animal nonprofit organization shall mean an inc01:porated organization that has a 

5 nonprofit status with the Internal Revenue Service for which the central purpose El:fl:Y peFsea, 

6 gt'0tip 0£ eerperatiea vt'l1ieh is £egisteraa as a B:eaprofit ergEl:ftiz'!atiea aeee£aiag ta state lw+V IHla 

7 is sheltering, adopting, fostering, providing rescue or old age homes for dogs and/or cats or 

8 TNVR for cats. "Rescue" shall include legally receiving dogs and/or cats from shelters or 

9 owners, and providing medical or behavioral rehabilitation for placement into new homes. 

10 Breeding of rescue dogs or cats is prohibited. 

11 *** 

12 Return to field shall mean return to the place of origin, the vicinity of the place of origin or, 

13 as a last resort, to an alternative location if all reasonable options of return to the place of origin 

14 have been exhausted. 

15 *** 

16 Sterilization shall mean aegs a.aEl eats £eB:ae£ea rendering an animal permanently incapable 

17 of reproduction by surgical or chemical alteration, implantation of a device or other physical 

18 means, or pefffla.aemly iaeapaele ef £ep£0aueti0a because of physiological sterility, but only 

19 where sterilization the aeutefea 0£ spayea eeeditiea has been certified by a veterinarian 

20 licensed in any state. The term sterilization is equivalent to the term spay for female animals or 

21 neuter for male animals. 

22 *** 

23 TNVR, also known as trap, neuter, vaccinate, return, shall mean a program whereby a free-

24 roaming cat is humanely trapped, spayed or neutered, implanted with an EAID, vaccinated 

25 against the threat of rabies, ear-tipped and returned to field. 

26 *** 

27 Unaltered shall mean an animal that has not been sterilized spayea 0£ aeatefea. 

28 

29 

30 

5 
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1 Sec. 4-4. Dog and cat control. 

2 (a) Dogs. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

(b) 

fB It shall be unlawful for any dog to be off the owner's property (which property is 

exclusive to the owner ae.d dees aet iaolude oemmea aFeas) unless the dog is under the 

restraint or control of a person by means of a ehaiB, leash or other device such as a 

cage. crate or vehicle in accordance with section 4-24. Animal care; manner of 

keeping. er is saffioieatly Beal' its hafldler te be ooder his di-reot eeBtrel aad is ebedieat 

te that handler's eemmands er is eagea,Lerated. Dogs shall be exempted from the 

provisions of this subsection when: 

i. being used by law enforcement to perform law enforcement services; 

ii. performing services as a service animal. when necessary to be off leash to 

perform such services; 

iii. within a public space designated for dogs to be off-leash such as a dog park 

or public beach that allows dogs. provided the handler adheres to all rules 

instituted for such space; or 

iv. engaged in herding. hunting. registered field trials. obedience trials or an 

American Kennel Club or other similarly recognized show or competition. 

(2) It shall be oolavffl:ll fer ae. e•llfter te tie, ehaia, tether er eeafiae by eleetreaielfadie 

deviee a deg ea the e•.wer's f'F0f'erty withia five (5) feet ef f'tiblie f'ref'erty, f'tiblie 

aeeess, easemeBts, eemmea greoods er the preperty ef ae.ether vritheut the eeaseBt ef 

the e•1mer ef sueh pref'efty. 

Cats. Uasterili2ed eats must be eenfiaed te the e•Naer's preperty. Uasterili2ed eats eff the 

e•nner's preperty ffitiSt be restraiaed er eenfiaed hWBaBely te pre•1eBt them frem rumiiag at 

large ae.d te preteet them frem iiajury aad disease. 

25 .OUW A fine schedule for violations of this section shall be established by the board by 

26 resolution. As a means to encourage fB0fe owners to sterilize dogs/eats, the following 

27 additional procedure has been implemented: When a first offense citation is issued to an 

28 owner of an unsterilized dog er-eat for violating paragraph (a) above ae.d/-er paFagrftl)h (b) 

29 herem, the division is authorized to hold the citation for fifteen (15) working days, 

30 allowing time for the owner to have said dog B:Bimal sterilized. If proof of sterilization is 

6 Attachment#_..;;.2-___ _ 
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1 presented to the division in this time period, the citation shall not be processed through the 

2 county court system, thus waiving the citation fine for the owner. If the division is not 

3 presented proof of sterilization within fifteen (15) working days, the citation will be 

4 processed. 

5 (d) R:egist0fed feral eat eolonies ie. eomplia:aee with seetioe. 4 8, Keepie.gkeloptie.g stFay 

6 animals ae.d maie.taieie.g fefal eats, B:l'e eHmpt ftom this seetioe.. 

7 {c) Any dog found off the owner's property in violation of this section may be impounded by 

8 the division and held for possible redemption in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption 

9 and adoption. 

10 {d) Any dog or cat that has bitten, attacked or threatened to bite or attack a human being or 

11 domestic animal while off the owner's property {which property is exclusive to the owner) 

12 may be impounded by the division and held for possible redemption in accordance with 

13 section 4-12, Redemption and adoption. Such dog or cat may be removed from the owner's 

14 property and impounded unless confined in a humane manner within a secure building or 

15 enclosure and unable to come into contact with any person{s). 

16 * * * 

17 Sec. 4-5. - Animals creating nuisances. 

18 *** 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

(El) It is deelB:l'ed by the boaffl that animals v,rhleh bite, attaek Of thfeatee. to bite humeB beie.gs 

eoe.stitute a publie e.uiscm.ee. 

( 1) Aay anima-1 whieh has bittee., attaeked Of thfeatee.ed to bi-te Of attaek a humae. being 

·.,<hile off the property of the 0 1.'fftef ma-y be impoue.ded by the divisioe.. Sueh animal 

may be femoved &om the o·ue.ef's property ae.d impoUBded ualess the ae.imal is UBdef 

the difeet eoe.trol of i-ts 0 1+¥fl.0f Of eoflfmed ie. a humcm.e matmef v,ithie. a seeUfe 

buildie.g Of eaelosUfe ooa-ble to eome ie.to eoataet vlith cm.y p0fsoa(s). 

(2) Any easts iaeUff0d by the divisioe. related to cm.y anima-1 impooodmee.t }3UfSUefit to this 

seetioe. shall be feifBhUfsed to the di•;isioa fffi:Of to felease of the impooodea animal. 

(3) The ovmef of cm.y Elftima-1 impoooaed I3Ufsua.at te 13amgt'flJ)h (d)(l) hefeia shall ee 

mailed ootiee of said i-mpmmamee.t by eertiiied mail Of e.otiiied by }30fsoe.al s0fViee by 
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1 aa animal eaatFel affieer befere the ead af the fellavAag busiaess day af the 

2 impaUBdmeat, Uftless the a•.¥11er has elaimed the impaunded animal. 

3 (4) If the address af the a•.v-aer af ae-y animal impattnded purs:ua:Bt ta paragraph (d)(l) 

4 hereia is unkaa•ffll ta the di¥isiaa, ar the addressee af a eertified letter mailed purs\itlf½t 

5 ta paragraph (d)(3) hereia fails ta elaim aa impauaded animal vAthia th•e (5) days af 

6 the mailiag af the eertified letter, ar reeeipt af persaaal serviee, the di•,isiaa shall 

7 eause aatiee af the animal's i.mpauadment ta be published aaee ia a ae•wspaper af 

8 geaeral eireulatiaa vAthla the eaunty iafermiag ae-y eaaeemed persaa af the 

9 impaUBdment betweea six (6) aad fifteea (15) days af the impaundmeat. 

10 (5) If aa animal impaunded pursuaBt ta paragraph (e)(l) hereia is aat elaimed withia 

11 fifteea (15) ealenear days fram the impaundment, the impauneee aaimal may be 

12 dispased afia a mB:fmer aeeardiag ta law. 

13 * * * 

14 Sec. 4-8. - Keeping/adopting stray animals aed maietaieieg feral eats. 

15 (a) It shall be unlawful for any person in the county to harbor,--feea aae,lor keep any stray or 

16 apparently lost animal unless he/she has notified the division within twenty-four (24) hours 

17 from the time such animal came into his/her possession. Upon receiving such notice, the 

18 division may reguire the person to bring the animal to the division for identification or 

19 sheltering, if necessary. aa animal eaatFel affieer may tak:e sueh animal aae plaee it ia the 

20 animal shelter. It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to surrender any such stray 

21 animal to an authorized representative of the division upon demand of such representative. 

22 (b) Adopting stray found animals. The division, at its sole discretion, may permit residents 

23 who possess a stray dog or cat and who wish to provide it a permanent home, to legally 

24 adopt such animal by adhering to the following procedures: 

25 *** 

26 The requirements herein must be seeuree withia thirty (30) ealeaear says after the 

27 ei¥isiaa appra¥es the aeeptiaa Bf'plieatiaa. ~iaas may be grantee by the cliYisian 

28 for reasanaele req:uests. Aey de•liatien frem these adeptien reEt'l¾irements ey the 
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1 petentie.l adepter ·+¥ill ·teid the adeptiea. At its discretion. the division may refuse an 

2 adoption of an animal if it is determined that the adoption is not in the best interest of 

3 the animal or the health. safety and general welfare of the public. Factors to be 

4 considered may include those factors set forth in section 4-12{d). Redemption and 

5 adoption, of this Ordinance. 

6 (e) Feral oot ht:1Fhererlet:1Fegi1rer requirements. 

7 (1) 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

It is l:IBlw.vful fer tmy persea ta inteatieaally preyide feed, ·Nater, er ether fenBs ef 

susteaanee er eaFe ta a feral eat er feral eat eeleay+eeleeies wiless the persea has 

registereEl the feral eat er eat eeleay=,leeleaies with the Elhisiea. R:egistFatiea eensists 

efthe fellewiag requirements: 

a. ,i\tmually register eaeh feral eat eeleay ·+Vith the EliYisiea. A aetariz3eel statement 

fFem the preperty e'lrner and vt'fi.ttea netifieatiea ta eaeh eentigueus preperty 

0\1ffteF must aeeemptmy the registFatiea fenB that affinBs the Rf)flf0:Yal ef the 

property eYrner ta establish and maintaia a feral eat eeleny ea the aamed 

prnperty. 

The beaFEl shall estahlish a fee fer the registFatiea efeaeh eeleay. 

If it is determiaeEl that a persea is ia viela.tiea ef seetiea (e)(l)a hereiB, saiEl 

persea shall he alleweEl thirty (30) Elays fFem the issuanee ef a warniag B0tiee ta 

eeme inte eemplianee. Failure ta Ela se shall result in the issuanee ef a eiYil 

eitatiea anEl the re·10eati0a efthe registFatiea efthe feral eat eeleay. 

b. Assw:e respeasibility enEl ammgements fer feeEliag the eat er eat e0l0ny/e0l0eies 

regularly threugheut the yeaF, iaeludiag v1eekeaEls, helielays and vaea.tieas ef the 

e. Sterifose all eats. 

El. Steriliz3e all kitteas eYer eight (8) weeks ef age anEl befere sixteea (16) weeks ef 

e. Make eYery attempt ta reme·te kitteas fFem the eeleay hy eight (8) weeks ef age 

fer Elemestieatiea and plaeement. 

f. Reme·.•e tmy siek er ie.jureEl eat fFem the eeleayJeeleeies fer immeEliate ·••eteriBaFy 

eaFe er humane euthaaasia. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 *** 

(2) 

g. Ear efOf) all eats OH the left ear e:Htl f)fo•lide eithef a tattoo (as Sf)eeified iH seetioH 

4 11, Dog e:Htl eat t=abies/lieeHse tags) OH the iHside right ear Of aa eleetfome 

animal ideatifieatioH de:Yiee (EAID). 

h. VaeeiHate as fequiFed by la-w, all eats agaiHst fabies (vlith a thfee year vaeeiHe) 

aad any othef iafeetioas diseases as ma.edated by the eoanty Of state. 

i. Maia-ta-iH f)foof of sterili'i30.tioH, :yaeeiHatioH, tattoo and medieal Feeofds fof all eats. 

These Feeofds mast be f)fOYided to the di•,isioH Qf)OH fequest. 

The di•,isioH has the right to seize/femo•,e the eoloey beeaase: 

a. Of 13\:lblie health e:Htl safety eoHeems (t=abies, othef zooHotie e13idemies and eeftaiH 

animal to animal diseases as identified by the eoamy 13\:lblie health amt Of the 

eoanty :yeteriHary assoeiation'soeiety); 

b. The eats fife efeatiag a 13\:lblie ooisaaee as defiHed iH seetioH 4 5, P.Bimals efeatiHg 

ooisae.ee; Of 

e. The "fefal eat harbofef/earegi'lef" fails to abide by these Fequifements. 

16 Sec. 4-11. - Dog and cat rabies/license tags. 

17 (a) 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

(1) 

(2) 

Every person who is the owner of any adalt--dog six months of age or older or cat four 

months of age or older shall secure from the division or an authorized 

veterinarian/clinic !!: aa adult dog or cat rabies/license tag in accordance with the 

schedule in subsection (a)(6). The division shall provide suitable tags for sale through 

authorized veterinarians/clinics. 

No adalt-rabies/license tag for dogs or cats shall be issued or renewed until evidence 

of vaccination for rabies by a licensed veterinarian has been presented. Upon 

vaccinating a dog or cat against rabies, authorized veterinarians/clinics shall have 

available for purchase by the dog or cat owner, a county rabies/license tag. The 

rabies/license tag shall be valid for one (1) year from the date of vaccination and must 

be renewed annually. No adalt rabies/license tag shall be valid after the expiration of 

the rabies vaccination, regardless of the date of issuance. 
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1 (3) Failure to secure and purchase a new license aaalt tag within thirty (30) calendar days 

2 after the previous tag expires will result in a late penalty. The board is hereby 

3 authorized to establish by resolution the cost for the late penalty. 

4 (4) All aaalt dogs shall be required to wear a valid county license tag, e*eept as pro•,rided 

5 fef in LwNs ef Flerida, Ghaptef 69 14 32, Seetien 1. AIPJ peFsen ta 1Nh0m a The license 

6 tag has been issued shall eause the tag ta be securely fastened about the dog's neck by 

7 a collar, harness or other substantial device so as to be clearly visible at all times. 

8 Dogs housed in a secure enclosure may be exempt from wearing the required license 

9 tag while kept in the enclosure, as long as the tag is securely fastened to a 

1 O collar/harness and that device is attached to the enclosure. Dogs participating in a 

11 registered field trial, obedience trial,. aae. eeBfimla.tion conformation show and/or 

12 match are not required to wear such tags during the time of the event. 

13 (5) All aaalt cats, other than community cats, shall be required to: a. Wwear a valid 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

county license tag, e*eept as pF011ided fa£ in Laws of Fl0£ida, Ghaptef 69 14 32, 

Seetien 1. Aey persen ta wham a The license tag has been issued fa£ a eat shall be 

eause the tag ta be securely fastened around about the cat's neck by a collar, harness or 

other substantial device so as to be clearly visible at all times.,_-;-er Cats, other than 

community cats, may be exempt from wearing the required license tag while kept in a 

secure enclosure as long as the tag is securely attached to the enclosure or while within 

the owner's residence as long as the tag is provided to an officer upon request. 

b. "Be tatteeed en the inside right ea£ vlith a nun:t:bef that is net ta e*eeed si* (6) 

digi-ts. Sueh number shall be tattooed at the 0wae£1s sale ~[f)ense. Baeh nun:t:ber is 

ta be at least ene quartef 0') ineh in height aae. be elearly Yisible. Sueh numbef is 

ta be pro•,rided by the ewnef en all effieial eeunty •1aeeinati0n and tag 

eertifieates.,_; of 

e. "Be implaated with an eleetfome ammal identifieation deYiee (E.A.ID). 

27 (6) Every person who owns aft adult-dog or cat in the county shall be required to secure a 

28 dog or cat rabies/license tag pursuant to the following schedule: 

29 

30 

31 

a. On or before the date a dog is six ( 6) months of age or cat is four ( 4) six (6) 

months of age; 

b. Within thirty (30) calendar days of acquiring a dog or cat; or 
11 Attachment# __ 2-___ _ 
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1 c. Within thirty (30) calendar days after a dog or cat enters the county jU£isdietiea 

2 ee:r.'eFed hy tlris artiele. 

3 *** 

4 ( d) Schedule of fees and payments. The board is hereby authorized to establish by resolution: 

5 (1) A schedule of fees for all license ta~ easts. 

6 (2) A schedule of payments or handling fees to authorized veterinarians/clinics and 

7 representatives who participate in the sale of dog and cat license tags. 

8 ( e) General license tag requirements for adf#I dogs and cats. 

9 * * * 

10 

11 Sec. 4-12. - Redemption and adoption. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

(a) Cats with an identified owner and dogs. All Bflimals cats with an identified owner and 

dogs that have been impounded shall be held for redemption by the owner for a minimum 

of four ( 4) fi¥e (5) business days that the division is open for public access,., e*eept that 

eats shall be held feF Fedemptiea by the e•naeF feF a minimum. ef thfee (3) ealeadB:f days if 

the diFeeteF deteFmiaes that iasuffieieat spe.ee ~ists te held saeh Bflimals. Notwithstanding 

the foregoing, whenever a cat with an identified owner or dog en Bflima-1 is so injured or 

diseased as to appear to be suffering and it reasonably appears that such cat with an 

identified owner or dog en Bflimals is imminently near death or cannot be cured or 

rendered fit for service and the division makes a reasonable and concerted, but 

unsuccessful, effort to locate the owner of the cat with an identified owner or dog en 

Bflimal or the owner's agent, then the division, acting in good faith and upon reasonable 

belief, may humanely euthanize the cat with an identified owner or dog en Bflimal upon the 

advice of a the division's veterinarian lieeased te pmetiee ia the state. If the division 

locates the owner or the owner's agent, the division shall notify him or her of the animal's 

cat with an identified owner or dog's location and condition and such person shall either 

immediately redeem and provide care for the cat with an identified owner or dog en Bflima-1 

or relinquish the cat with an identified owner or dog en enimal to the division. The division 

shall be required to attempt to contact the owner of any cat with an identified owner or dog 

en eni-mal impounded wearing a tag, exhibiting a recognizable tattoo, or implanted with an 
12 Attachment# ....:.2-:::::..---
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(b) 

(c) 

electronic animal identification device (EAID). Those cats with an identified owner or 

dogs amma-ls not claimed within four (4) five (5) business days (that the division is open 

for public access) by the owner shall become the property of the county and may be placed 

for adoption, transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization, 

placed in foster care or disposed of in a humane manner. Impounded cats with an identified 

owner or dogs animals that ha,,1e ae tag, peeegfliza-ble tatt00, BA.ID 0P etheP iEleatifieatiea 

ef ewaePship eBcl that are infected with a contagious disease that poses a threat to the 

animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may shall- be immediately humanely 

euthanized. The provisions of this section do not apply to community cats, which are 

addressed in section 4-35, Community cats. 

Cats without identification. All cats without identification such as a tag, a recognizable 

tattoo or EAID that are impounded by the division shall be immediately processed for 

adoption, return to field, transfer to a humane society or private animal nonprofit 

organization or placement in foster care. AU fepa-1 eats ·nithetlt iEleatifieatiea shall be helEl 

two (2) basi-Bess Elays (that the Elivisiea is opea fop pablie aeeess) fop the 0'+'fflef ta Peelaim 

the eat anEl fop re eva-laatioa by the Elivisioa. AU fefa-1 eats aot reelaimeEl \Yithin saiEl t>No 

(2) basiaess Elays may be humanely eathanizeEl. Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever 

such cat is injured or diseased and appears to be suffering and it reasonably appears that 

such cat cannot be expeditiously cured and returned to field, transferred to a humane 

society or private animal nonprofit organization or placed in foster care, then the division, 

acting in good faith and upon reasonable belief, may humanely euthanize the cat upon the 

advice of a the division's veterinarian lieeaseEl ta f)metiee ia the state. Cats impounded 

under this subsection that are infected with a contagious disease that poses a significant 

threat to the animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may be immediately humanely 

euthanized. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the Division from 

humanely euthanizing any cat that is irremediably suffering. 

Impounded animals shall be released when the following conditions have been satisfied: 

*** 

(2) Rabies vaccination and license tag. No dog or cat shall be released from the division 

without a current rabies vaccination and license tag unless the division's veterinarian 

has determined that the vaccination would endanger the animal's health because of 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 (d) 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

*** 

age, infirmity. disability, illness or other medical considerations. Such animal must be 

vaccinated against rabies as soon as its health permits., e:!feept as pFeYided ia seetiea 

4 1 l(e) hereia. Notwithstanding the foregoing, community cats must be vaccinated 

against rabies but are exempt from the requirement to obtain a license tag. 

The division shall have the authority to approve or decline the ef fiHal appre:Yal fer 

adoption or aHEl release of any animal in its custody or responsibility. At its discretion, the 

division may refuse an adoption or the release of an animal if it is determined that the 

adoption or release is not in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and general 

welfare of the public. Factors to be considered may include, but are not limited to the 

following: 

(1) Property and/or lease restrictions. 

(2) Insufficient personal identification or address verification. 

(3) Previous or current reported animal offenses or citations. 

(4) Failure to fulfill requirements of previous animal adoptions. 

(5) Number of animals presently owned. 

(6) Conditions under which animals are to be housed. 

(7) Disposition/temperament of animal to be adopted. 

(8) Observations and determination of field investigator. 

(9) Prior convictions for animal cruelty or abuse. 

(10) Prior removal of an animal for neglect or mistreatment under Section 828.073, Florida 

Statutes. 

(11) Relinquishment of ownership of an animal(s) within the past year or history of 

relinquishing ownership of animal(s) on more than one occasion. 

(12) Outstanding fees, costs or fines owed to the division. 

26 Sec. 4-13. - Adoption fees and sterilization requirements for dogs and cats. 

27 (a) The division shall be responsible for sterilizing every dog andf0f cat prior to release fef 

28 adeptiea er redemf'tiea except fef those dogs aadfor cats that are a surgical risk or that are 

14 . "ttachment • ~2-=---
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization that has agreed to 

have the dog/cat sterilized prior to adoption or return to field. 

**** 

Sec. 4-16. - Animal bites and quarantining; rabies control. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

A rabies control program, including the investigation of all reported animal bites, may be 

carried out through a mutual agreement with the Florida Health Department health WH:t 

using the requirements of Florida Department of Health Rules and Regulation, Chapter 64 

-1-G D-3, Florida Administrative Code; Laws of Floriaa., Chapter e9 1432 and this chapter 

as a basis for enforcement and program implementation. 

Any dog or cat without a current rabies vaccination that Elfl6 v,meh has bitten. is believed 

to have bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of having rabies 

a.s ElefineEl ia Floriaa. Detia.r.meat of Wealth Rl:lles a.nEl Regula.tioa, Chapter M 10 D 3, 

Florida. A,dmiaistra.ti•te CoEle, shall be quarantined for rabies observation. The owner of 

such dog or cat shall relinquish control of the dog or cat for the purpose of quarantine. The 

a.aima.l dog or cat shall be quarantined at the owner's expense for a period of ten (10) days 

from the date of the bite at the division or at an approved holding facility of a local 

veterinarian. It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to surrender any such dog or cat for 

rabies quarantine. Additionally, it shall be unlawful for any person to fail to inform the 

division of any such a.aimal's dog or cats whereabouts if the owner has relinquished 

possession of said eflima.l dog or cat or caused said a.aimal dog or cat to be taken from the 

owner's premises. 

Any dog or cat with a current rabies vaccination that a.aEl •.vhieh has bitten. is believed to 

have bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies a.s Elefiaee ia Florida. Detia.r.meat of 

Wealth Rules a.aEl Regula.tioa, Chapter M 10 D 3, Florida. Admimstra.th•e CoEle, may be 

quarantined at home. The division and/or the county Florida Health Department health unit 

shall have the authority to grant or deny permission for home quarantine privilege. If at 

any time during the quarantine period the division determines that the owner of the a.aimal 

dog or cat is not able to sufficiently confine the eflimal dog or cat, the owner shall 

relinquish control of the animal dog or cat to the division. The eflima.l dog or cat will be 
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1 confined in the custody of the division or at an approved holding facility of a local 

2 veterinarian for the remainder of the quarantine period at the owner's expense. 

3 ( d) Any animal other than a dog or cat which has bitten, is believed to have bitten or has 

4 otherwise exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of rabies shall be relinquished into the 

5 custody of the division by the owner pending a determination of final disposition by the 

6 Florida Health Department eol¼ftty health \:lfH:t. 

7 *** 

8 (f) It shall ee l:Hllw.vful :fof any dog to eite a humBfl eeiag v,<hile off the O\¥Bef1S pFOperty Of iR 

9 violatioe of seetioe 4 4(a)(l) hefeiROB0•1e, lfflless the ifljffl'Y Of damage is sastaieed ey a 

10 pefSOR who, at the time, v,r-as l:HllEP+1.fally OR the pfoperty Of vr-as toFmeRtieg, abasieg Of 

11 assaaltmg the dog, its O1i,•mef of a family memeef. 

12 .(f)_Jgt It shall be unlawful for any person to feed or fail to take appropriate precautions to 

13 prevent unintentional feeding of any raccoon animals v~<hieh hfl'1e eeee deelaFed ey the 

14 eoaFd to ee a high risk speeies :fof Fabies. 

15 .(g}_(ht The following fees shall be imposed, in amounts set forth by resolution of the board, for 

16 carrying out the rabies control program: 

17 *** 

18 (5) Quarantine at the division fee. Owners whose animals are quarantined at the division 

19 for a rabies quarantine shall be charged a quarantine fee, which shall be paid by the 

20 owner at the beginning for the quarantine period. The owner shall be responsible to 

21 pay for any medical care provided during the quarantine period at the conclusion of 

22 the quarantine period. 

23 {hl{ij Except as provided in subsection (h)(5). an invoice reflecting fees imposed pursuant to 

24 this section shall be sent to the owner of the animal. Payment shall be made by the owner 

25 within thirty (30) days of receipt of said invoice. Failure to pay within such time shall 

26 constitute a violation of this chapter, punishable as provided in section 4-30, Violations, 

27 civil infractions, civil penalties. 

28 
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16 

17 

18 
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20 
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24 
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28 

See. 4 11. Plaeemeet and impeuedmeet ef heeeyhee hwes. 

(a) Plaeement of hoae1,rhee h ·., 1.. l' i. • J hes SttEH ve ia aeoordanoe nrith looal . l . u i30ft1Bg rega atloas. 

p or m(¼l:ftt(¼l:ft hoaeyhee hives withia tea ( 10) feet (h) It shall he l:Hliawfu-1 for aay persoa to laoe . . 

(o) 

(d) 

(e) 

of the houndary liae of the lot oa 'NffiOft said hives are looated. 

It shall he l:Hlia .. iful ii uOF any ovmer or keeper of hoaeyaee hi"es to fail t . . • o proyi e, at a.U 

times, aa aeleEtl¼ate water Sl¼pply •Nithla twenty (20) feet of Elfl-Y hi .. e V • 

B:very hoaeyaee o·1mer or keeper shall oat1se to be plaeed at e· •ery h." . . ~H • e, apiary or yard 

looatloa, an ieleatifioatioa sigB SJ)eoifyiag the b ,. ' ee o vfflef s aame, address aBel telephoae 

IRHnber. 

It shall be l:Hliawful for a beekeeper or o•N110r to plae h. /ft h eH:s.4!r ~aeyaee h½'les 011 the 

property of another w-ithoat the property o•1,'ller's ooaseat. 

(f) The divisioa may ifflJ!ol¼lltl . b h. . . aayee H•tes if either of the foU01t·+1-i11g e~fists: 

(1) Whea a beekeeper has plaeed his/her hi·tes oa the property of aaother vlithoat the 

property ovmer's ooaseat; or 

(2) Whea the beehi•,•e's looatioa or ooaelitioa poses aa . . d iamuaeat aager to the pttblio's 

health, safety and geaeral welfare. 

A 1..· • 
l .ny I:ii'feS Imf)OUftaed pHF t th. St:18:ft toHs seotioa shall be held b~· the d.... . ii hiSlOft ~f thirty (3 0) 

oaleadar days. The di·fisioa shall seael writtea notifif . oa;oa to the m¥BeF's address as posted on 

the hP+'e or ooloav If 110 s»oh addr . J • ... -- ess is posted th d" · · _,ewisioa shall post a plaeard at the hi·te site 

stating that the hives hlf're beea ifflJ!ol¼lltled Th . . . .e notioe shall state that the hi•,•es vlill be sold at 

pttbho at1otlo11 if the hi.. . ,es are aot olaimed •.y-ithin thirty (30) oaleadar days. 

The owaer may redeem the hi·tes vl-ithia . thlrty (3 0) oaleadar days by payment of the 

Imf)oundmeat aad r d · ii e emptloa ~es. These fees shall be established by the hoard by resolation. 

All h" · 2 ..1ves 1mpoM-BEied · f 1 . ' i not o (¼l:med vl-ithia thirty (3 0) oalee.d d . . arays, wd be sold at pttblio 

at1otlon after aotioe of the · • . . auotloa is pttbhshed m a ne1t'lSJ)l¼l)ef of looal oiroulation. 

Sec. 4-18. - Guard dogs. 

*** 

(i) General requirements for guard d, ogs. 

17 
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1 *** 

2 (18)No dog that has been classified as "aggressive" or "dangerous" by the division shall be 

3 used as a guard dog. 

4 

5 Sec. 4-19. - Evictions, incarcerations jail teFms, community service adjudications, and 

6 other involuntary occurrences; effect on animals. 

7 In cases of evictions, incarcerations, jail terms o•;er fi•;e (5) ealeaaar aays, hospitalizations, 

8 death, adjudications of hardship or the like from the Florida Department of Children and 

9 Families or other such community service agencies, and/or other involuntary occurrences 

10 whereby the owner of the property subjeet to e•;ietioe. proeeeaie.gs, the person. to be jailed or 

11 the subjeet of adjuclieatioe., ov;e.s aey an animal is unavailable or unable to care for an animal 

12 and such animal is impounded by refeffea to the division, the by the sheriffs offiee or other 

13 offieial agee.ey. The division shall have the authority to place the animal for adoption---stleh 

14 Bflimals, transfer the animal to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization or 

15 dispose of such animals in a humane manner, when the following conditions are met: 

16 (1) Prior to the division's taking any action as described herein, written notice of the 

17 division's intent will be provided to the owner of the animal by hand delivery or by 

18 mail at the address on file with the division or at the last known address. 

19 (2) The owner of the animal shall have five (5) business fifteen. (15) ealee.aar days from 

20 the date of the division's notice to make proper arrangements for the care of the 

21 animal, be it by personal claim or otherwise. If the owner does not make such 

22 arrangements for the care of the animal the aivisioe. aoes e.ot reeeiye e.otifieatioe. of 

23 the ov;e.er's ie.tee.t within the aforementioned time period, the animal shall become the 

24 property of the county. ai•;isioe. shall haYe the a\ithority to earey oat the aetioe.s as 

25 deseribed herein.. 

26 *** 

27 Sec. 4-21. - Livestock. 

28 (a) Livestock fences. Every owner of livestock shall erect and/or maintain a fence to contain 

29 and confine all livestock kept or maintained on his/her premises. Such fence shall be 

18 . ,ttachment # __ 2. ___ _ 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

(b) 

(c) 

sufficiently strong and substantial so as to prevent egress of livestock. Failure to so erect 

and/or maintain the fence in reasonably good condition shall be deemed a violation of this 

chapter. The owner of livestock shall, within twenty-four (24) hours of initial warning 

from the division, repair or erect a fence and/or make arrangements for the placement of 

livestock so as to have the livestock confined. If the fence is not repaired or erected, or 

arrangements have not been made for the placement of livestock within the twenty-four

hour period, the owner may receive a civil citation. 

Livestock at large. Any owner of livestock who unlawfully, intentionally, knowingly or 

negligently permits the same to run at large or stray upon any street, roadway, right-of

way, other public area or the private property of another without consent shall be deemed 

to be in violation of this chapter. 

Livestock impounded at the division shall be held for redemption by the owner for three 

(3) business days. Livestock not claimed within three (3) business days (that the division is 

open for public access) by the owner shall become the property of the county and may be 

placed for adoption, transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit 

organization, placed in foster care or disposed of in a humane manner. _AutheFity lfJ 

impeurui li·;ei91fJek Funning at lerge eF iY{Fay5. It shall he the S\ity of the sheriff or his 

aeJluties, or any other lwN enforeemeat offieer of the eo\¼Bty aaa,lor the ai¥isioa to Jliek \¼fl, 

eoefiae, hole aB:a iffl:Jlo\¼B:a ae.y livestoek fo\¼B:0 to he F\:lB:ftiag at large or strayiag, to he 

aisposea of as hereinafter flF01/iaea. 

21 (a) DispeiYitien 0:fimpeunded liYetilfJek. 

22 (1) UflOB iHl:Jlol¼Bdiag of ae.y li¥estoek hy the ai·1isioa, the divisioa sha-11 fortw.•,•ith seFYe 

23 writtea aotiee l¼flOB the 0 1l1BeF, a-avisiag saeh ovmer of the looatioa or fllaee ·Nb.ere the 

24 li>1estook is heiag hela aB:a iffl:Jlooodea, of the amo\¼Bt ooe hy reasoa of saoh 

25 iHl:flO\¼B:aiag aaa that 1::1lliess saoh livestoek he reaeemea ·,vithia three (3) clays from the 

26 aate thereof that the same shall he offerea for sale. 

27 (2) la the e>1eat the owaer of saeh linstoek is lfflkBovm or eannot he fo\¼B:a, seFYiee l¼flOB 

28 the o•llfler shall he ohtaiaea hy oaee fll¼lJlishiag a aotiee ia a BeWSf)Bf)er of geaeral 

29 eirealatioa where the lhestoek is iHl:Jlo1::1naea (holiaays e:irnlaaea). Saeh aotiee shall he 

30 ia sl¼lJstantially the follovt'iag form: 

31 "To Whom it May Coaeem: Attachment # __ 2-__ _ 
19 
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1 ¥ae ftfe heFeby Ratifiee that the folla:v.1iag eeseribee li·1estaek (giviag full aad 

2 aee\:lfate eeseriptiaR af same, i0eleeiag mB:Fks afl0 bf8ll0S) is 80W impaHB:eee at 

3 HR ee Y Feas00 af seeh (givi0g l0eati00 'Nftefe li•restaek is impaHRElee) aae the ama 4 a b 

4 imp0HB:ai0g l:S eallB:Fs. The abav:e eeserihee li•1est0ek 1NiU, 1:HHess 

5 Feeeemee withl0 thfee (3) eays fram Elate heFeaf, be affefee fuF sale at pH-blie aHeti00 

6 ta the highest aae best (;J:Halifiee bieeef fuf eash. 

7 (DATE) 

8 af Palm Beaeh Gatlftfy, Flariea." 

9 (3) :Yaless the impaHReee li•1est0ek is Feeeemee .. ,ithiR thfee (3) a . ff a . 0 ft}"S am ate af 00bee 
' 

10 h re Ra i:ee a s e tliefeaf whieh shall be hele Rat less thaa the ei•1isi00 shall fufth··'tth gi·· f f al 

11 five (5) eays Raf maFe thM te0 (10) days (e*elediag Sundays aad halidays) aad by 

12 pastmg a eapy af seeh Ratiee at the mai0 eawihoese. Seeh ootiees af sale shall be iR 

13 sH-bstaatially the fullawi8g fuFm: 

14 "(Name afa¥meF, ifknavm, athep.lfise, Ta Wham it May G0R0em) 

15 e .~mftfe aad GamFal Divisi00 •.vill affeF fuF sale ¥ae ftfe heFeby Ratified that th A • al G 

16 aad sell at pH-blie sale ta the highest aad best t:J:Halifiee biddeF fuF eash the full0,¥i0g 

17 deseribee li•1estaek (giviag full aad aeetlfate deseripti00 af eaeh head af liYestaek) at 

18 a'elaek M. (the haHF af sale ta be betweea 11 :00 A.M. 

19 aad 2:00 P.M., Be.stem Time) 08 the eay af at the 

20 fulla•lf .flg plaee (whieh plaee shall be v,<lleFe the li·1est0ek l:S 

21 impaHRElee 0f at the Jllaee pF0"t'ieed by the Baftfd ~ th ta\ . . Sf~ ~Ag l:lp aad keeJliRg af S\¼eh 

22 liv:estaek) ta satisfy a elaim i0 the sum af fuF fees, e*JleRses fuF feedi0g 

23 aad eftfe aaEI easts heFeaf. 

24 (DATE) 

25 af Palm Beaeh Gatlftfy, Florida." 

26 (e) Li·.ieslfJe-k Rt htrge, fees. The fees allawed foF impaundiag, seFVi0g Ratiee, eaFe aB<i feeei0g, 

27 adYertismg, peFsannel time aad eispasiag af impaundee aaimals shall be eet . d b eFml:Re y 

28 Fesalmi00 af the baftfe Th ,. . . ~ o n!ftef af lwestaek is Fesp00sihle fuF all easts i0e\:Hl'ee aad 

29 paymeat af said easts mHst be maee pFiaF to the Felease afthe Hftf)a'liB<lee livestaek. 

20 ;.tachment# 2-
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(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

Bidder req1,1iremenls. Bidders are reeiwred ta pre register aftd pre qualify with the divisiea. 

The di11isi0a has the aHtherity ef fiaal appr0•1al for the aaetiea aftd release ef aay animals 

ia its oested-y. 

Fail1,1re 10 see1,1re pwehaser 0r i1tSef.jieienl J~nds 10 defray eerltlin e0sts. If there ee ae 

EJ:l:Hliified eidder fer seoh li11est0ok at the sale aferesaid, the diYisiea shal.l either offer the 

li•1est0ok fer adeptiea, er kill, er oaase ta ee killed, the same aad shal.l dispese ef the 

oaroass thereef. If there ee any meaey reoei11ed ey the di11isi0a ea aeeetmt ef the dispesal, 

the sam.e shall ee dise{:lfSed ia the ma.tHler hereiaa.fter pr011ided; aftd, if there ee ae ready 

sale fer the aftimal, the di11isi0a shall ferth>.vith effer the animal fer adoptiea, or its eareass, 

to a poolio iastiMioa ef the eomty, state or Hl'lffl.ioipality or to a pri•1ate oharitaele 

iastiMiea. 

Obl-igali0n ef 0wner. The 0•+11aer of aftY impemded li11est0ok shall ha>;e the right at aftY 

time eefere sale thereef ta redeem the sam.e ey paymg ta the di11isioa all impe\:l:lleiag 

expeases, iaelediag fees, keepiag oharges, ad•.,ertisiag, persemiel time El:B:d other easts 

iaoW'fed therewith. The owaer shal.l aot oiro\ifll11eat these reeiwremeats ey oetaiBiag the 

animal tl»-o\:lgB: the aaetiea preoess either direetly er iadireotly. The evmer shall ee 

respeasiele for payiag the differeaoe in east (shoeld there ee aay) een-..reea the amomt that 

is reoei•;ed fer the animal at the aaetioa aBd that aot\:Hli amotmt dee to the eo'lffl.ty. lB the 

e,,eat there is a dispete as to the ameeBt of seeh easts aBd expeases, the 0•+1mer may gi11e 

8000 with. S\:lffioieat smeties to ee apprn•red ey the di>risiea, iB 8ft amomt to ee determined 

ey the di•fisioa, em BOt eM:eeediag the fair eash •;alee of seeh li11esteek, oeaditioaed ta pay 

seeh easts El:B:d damages; thereafter, vl-ithia tea (10) days, the o•.imer shall iastiMe seit ia 

eEJ:eity to H:81/e the damage aEijedieated ey a 0000 of eEJ:eity er referred to a jury if reEJ:eested 

ey either party to seit. 

25 @fij Equine infectious anemia/Coggins. 

26 * * * 

27 

28 Sec. 4-22. - Number of animals; acreage restrictions/excess animal habitats. 

29 (a) The chart set forth below prescribes the maximum number of dogs and/or cats. other than 

30 community cats. per specified acreage restrictions: .ttachment # _...:;;;;2-____ _ 
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IfYeuWiwe: Less Than 1.5 1.5 to Less Than 2.5 2.5 or More 

Number of Dogs and/or Acres Acres Acres 

Cats: 

1-10 dogs and/or cats Allowed Allowed Allowed 

11-20 dogs and/or cats Prohibited Allowed Allowed 

21-30 dogs and/or cats Prohibited Prohibited Allowed 

1 

2 Acreage determination excludes easements for roads or other areas that must allow public 

3 egress and ingress. All property must be contiguous. 

4 (b) References to dogs and cats only refer to dogs and cats older than four (4) eight (8) 

5 months. There are no restrictions on the number of dogs and cats younger than four (4) 

6 eight (8) months old that can be on the premises-:-

7 *** 

8 

9 Sec. 4-23. - Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, 

10 grooming parlor, and commercial stable permits. 

11 *** 

12 (b) Permit procedures and requirements. 

13 *** 

14 (9) No permit shall be issued without written approval from the Palm Beach County 

15 Zoning Division or the applicable municipal zoning office to confirm that the animal 

16 establishment may legally operate at the proposed location. er reae•Nea vl-itheut preef 

17 ef a eUFFeBt eusiaess tax reeeif)t issued ey the eeunty tax eelleeter in aeeeraanee vlith 

18 Palm Beaeh Celfflty Oraiaanee Ne. 72 7, as ameaaea. 

19 *** 

20 (g) Minimum general operational standards. 

21 *** Attachment#_..;.2-__ _ 
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1 (8) Animal waste e:M:Sfemeflt shall be removed by ~ cleaning regularly throughout the 

2 work day. (Commercial stables refer to requirements in subsection (k)). 

3 *** 

4 ( 17) No person shall maintain unsterilized dogs over six months of age or unsterilized cats 

5 over four months of age together without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit 

6 from the division. 

7 *** 

8 (h) Minimum operational standards for kennels, commercial breeders, pet dealers and excess 

9 animal habitats (EAH}. 

10 

11 *** 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

(l) Record keeping-Kennels, commercial breeders and excess animal habitats. 

g. On a monthly (laarterly basis, commercial breeders shall provide the division 

with the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner of any puppy or 

kitten placed ia the eeaaty or a notice that no animal was sold during the 

month. 

(2) Animal housing requirements-Kennels and excess animal habitats. 

*** 

b. Animals shall be confined and not allowed to run at large on the 

premises, except with the written approval of the owner of the animal.wheft 

heasea fer tra-imag B:Ba a traimag eemmet has beea sigaea by the evmer as stated 

ia sHbseetiea (h)(l)e. efthis seetiea. 

c. Animals housed in kennels shall be separated ia iaaiv:idHal eages in the 

following manner: 

1. Dogs from cats. 

2. Unsterilized males from females. 

3. Nursing mothers with their young from all others. 

4. Boarding dogs from registered guard dogs. 

By special request of the owner, as noted in the record, animals from the same 

household may be boarded together and may be allowed to interact with other 

animals during supervised play periods. Attachment # __ 2-__ _ 
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8 
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17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 *** 

d. Animals having a known or suspected communicable animal-to-human 

or animal-to-animal disease shall be maintained ie. iBtiiv:idH&l eages in an isolated 

location where they cannot directly or indirectly come into contact with any other 

animals or the public. 

e. Applicable county and state health regulations must be followed when 

caring for any animal harboring an animal-to-human disease. 

f.Dogs kenneled for a period loe.ger tha.e. three (3) moe.ths shall be afforded 

proteetiv:e meaStifes. Kennel operators shall e.otify the dh•isioe. regardie.g all dogs 

maie.taie.ed at their kennel for loe.ger thae. three (3) moe.ths a.e.d shall comply with 

the following requirements: 

1. Notify the division regarding all dogs maintained at their kennel for 

longer than three (3) months. 

2_+. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3) months. the kennel 

operator shall Aarrange for a professional behaviorist or trainer to visit 

the dog once every three (3) months for the purpose of evaluation, 

therapeutic or obedience training. 

12-. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3) months, the kennel 

operator shall have a A veterinarian examine the dog eKa.mie.atioe. prior 

to the fourth month of confinement, and every ninety (90) days 

thereafter. Dogs not maintained on a heartworm preventative program 

shall be given an occult heartworm test and started on preventative or 

treated for same. 

1~. Each week a minimum of fifty (SO) day a minimum of sixty (60) 

minutes of fer play, interaction, grooming and/or training shall be 

provided to each dog. This may be doe.e by •;olunteers, ho•+'•~·.•er, dogs 

,vita medieal eoe.di-tiae.s prahibitie.g J1l&y er trainie.g sessioe.s shall be 

eKeluded from this reEJ:uiremee.t upoe. vffittee. eertifieatioe. of the medieal 

eoe.ditioe. by a lieee.sed •;eterie.ariaB. 

24 
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1 (5) Cleaning procedures for (animtll eneles1,tres) Kennels, commercial breeders, pet 

2 dealers and excess animal habitats. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

(6) 

*** 

* * * 

d. All areas containing animal eRelos\¼fes shall ee Sf)Ot eleae.ea as Beeessary to 

FemO¥e animal e:M:eFemeBt waste shall be cleaned throughout the day and such 

waste shall be properly disposed of so as not to cause a nuisance . 

* * * 

Roadside sales. It shall be unlawful to advertise, display for commercial purposes, 

attempt to sell or sell any dog or cat on any roadside or public right-of-way. 

12 Sec 4-24. Animal care; manner of keeping. 

13 *** 

14 (1) Commercial trappers are prohibited from trapping domestic animals except for the purpose 

15 of TNVR. Any person trapping aB a domestic animal shall adhere to the following 

16 requirements mast: 

17 (1) Use a humane trap; 

18 (2) Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and direct effect of wind, rain and 

19 irrigation/sprinkler system; 

20 (3) Provide fresh water in the trap; 

21 (4) R:emo:Ye the tFapflea animal vli-thia tv.reaty fo\¼f (24) helH'S of eElf)tl-H'e. All trapped 

22 dogs and cats, other than community cats addressed in subsection (5) below, shall mast 

23 be immediately returned to their rightful owner, or to a governmentally operated animal 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

shelter or humane society in the county. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 

lactating/nursing cats for which no owner can be located shall be immediately released 

at the location where the cat was trapped. For any dog or cat brought to an animal 

shelter or humane society, the person who trapped the dog or cat shall provide the 

address or exact location where the dog or cat was trapped; and 

Attachment# __ 2--__ _ 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

*** 

(5) All community cats that are trapped shall be immediately released at the location 

where the cat was trapped unless trapped for the purpose of revaccination. medical care 

or to address a public health or safety concern as determined by the division: 

~ Mek:e e:Yeey attempt to loeate the offspriftg of any laeta.ti~siftg mother. No 

trapped animal shall be killed in any manner other than a method approved in the 

American Veterinary Medical Association Guidelines on Euthanasia, as may be 

amended from time to time-:-; 

(7) Trapping shall occur no earlier than two (2) hours before sunset and no later than 

two (2) hours after sunrise, and trapped animals shall be removed from any trap within 

that period: 

(8) Each trap shall include the name, address and telephone number of the person 

setting the trap on the trap in letters of no less than one guarter (1/4) inch in height: and 

(9) Any animal trapped shall be handled and transported in a humane manner. 

16 Sec. 4-27. Aggressive dogs, dangerous dogs and vicious dogs. 

17 (a) Classification of dogs as aggressive and dangerous. 

18 (1) The division shall investigate reported incidents involving any dog that may be 

19 aggressive or dangerous and shall, if possible, interview the owner and require a sworn 

20 affidavit from any person, animal control officer, or enforcement officer desiring to 

21 have a dog classified as aggressive or dangerous. In the event that any animal control 

22 officer has sufficient cause to believe that a dog is aggressive or dangerous and that 

23 the owner is unable or unwilling to humanely, safely and securely confine the dog, the 

24 officer may impound the dog pending the investigation and any appeal if deemed 

25 necessary to protect the public. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all 

26 boarding costs and other fees required for the division to care for the dog pending the 

27 outcome of the investigation and resolution of any appeal heariftg related to the 

28 aggressi:Ye or dangerous dog elassifieatioft. An owner's refusal to surrender a dog for 

29 impoundment pending the investigation shall constitute a violation of this chapter. At 

30 the discretion of the division, a dog that is the subject of a an aggressive or dangerous 

26 Attachment # __ 2-__ _ 
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1 dog investigation may be confined at a licensed facility approved by the division or at 

2 the residence of the owner if the division is given adequate assurance by the owner 

3 that the dog can be humanely, safely, and securely confined peadiag the hwestigatiea 

4 without posing a danger to the public. If the dog remains with the owner pending the 

5 outcome of a dangerous dog investigation and resolution of any appeal heariags 

6 related ta the dangefeus deg elassifieatiea, the dog shall be at all times maintained in a 

7 securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming into 

8 contact with any person or domestic animal other than a person or domestic animal in 

9 the immediate household of the owner. If the dog remains with the owner pending the 

10 outcome of an aggressive dog investigation and resolution of any appeal heariags 

11 related ta the aggressh•e deg elassifieatiea, the dog shall be at all times maintained in 

12 a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming into 

13 contact with any domestic animal other than a domestic animal in the immediate 

14 household of the owner. No dog that is the subject of an aggressive or dangerous dog 

15 investigation may be relocated or ownership transferred pending the outcome of an 

16 investigation or any appeal heariags related to the determination of an aggressive or 

17 dangerous dog classification. The owner shall provide the division with the address of 

18 where the dog will be maintained pending an investigation and any related hearings. 

19 (2) A dog shall not be declared dangerous if the threat, injury or damage was sustained by a 

20 person who, at the time, was unlawfully on the property or, while lawfully on the 

21 property, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog or its owner or a family 

22 member peFsea ia the immediate heuseheld ef the 01+11Bef. No dog may be declared 

23 dangerous if the dog was protecting or defending a human being within the immediate 

24 vicinity of the dog from an unjustified attack or assault. 

25 *** 

26 (4) After its investigation, the division shall make an initial determination as to whether 

27 there is sufficient cause to classify the dog as aggressive or dangerous. The division 

28 shall provide written notification of sufficient cause finding, to the owner, by 

29 registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service of process. The 

30 owner shall be afforded an opportunity for a hearing before a special master prior to a 

31 final determination of the classification. If the owner decides to appeal the initial 

32 determination, the owner shall file a written request with the division for a hearing 

27 
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32 

*** 

(6) 

before the special master within seven (7) calendar days from the date of receipt of the 

notification of the sufficient cause finding and if requested, the hearing shall be held as 

soon as possible, no sooner than five (5) calendar days and not more than twenty-one 

(21) calendar days after receipt of the request from the owner. Said written request 

must be accompanied by an appeal bond and any applicable fees for the care and 

boarding of said dog ( due through the fifth day following the date of the request for 

hearing. The appeal bond and any other applicable fees shall be established by the 

board by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the division in the form of a 

money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the 

county. The division shall provide notice of the hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, 

electronic mail, facsimile, certified mail or certified hand delivery. If the owner after 

seven (7) calendar days from the delivery of the "notice of intent to classify/sufficient 

cause notice," has not filed a written request for a hearing, the pFoeess w-ill pFoeeed 

aaa-the dog shall be classified as aggressive or dangerous. 

Once a dog is classified as aggressive or dangerous, the division shall provide written 

notification to the owner by registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or 

service of process. The owner may then file a written request for a hearing in the 

county court to appeal the classification within ten (10) business days after receipt of 

the written determination of aggressive or dangerous dog classification and must 

confine the dog in a securely fenced or enclosed pending resolution of the appeal. 

The O'wneF ma-y then file a petition fop eertiomri in the CiFeeit Court of the Fifteenth 

1-l¼dioia-l CiFew.-t Co\irt to Rf)fleal the elassifioation w-i-thln thiffy (30) da-ys aftep Feeeipt 

of a ,witten deteFmination of aggpessive OF da.BgeFoes dog elassifioation. If the division 

allows the owner to maintain possession of the dog during a dangerous dog appeal, the 

owner must confine the dog in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog 

from escaping or coming in contact with any person or domestic animal other than a 

person or domestic animal in the immediate household of the owner, pending a 

resolution of the appeal. If the division allows the owner to maintain possession of the 

dog during an aggressive dog appeal, the owner must confine the dog in a securely 

fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming in contact with 

any domestic animal other than a domestic animal in the immediate household of the 

28 
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(b) 

owner, pending a resolution of the appeal. Pending resolution of an aggressive or 

dangerous dog appeal. the dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it is off the 

owner's property and must be restrained by a substantial leash not exceeding six ( 6) 

feet in length and under the control of a competent person. 

Aggressive dog mandates and responsibilities. Within fourteen (14) days after a dog has 

been classified as aggressive or an aggressive dog classification is upheld on appeal, the 

aggressive dog shall be implanted with an approved electronic animal identification device 

(EAID) at the owner's sole expense and the aggressive dog shall be spayed/neutered unless 

a licensed veterinarian has examined the dog and certified in writing, that at such time 

spaying/neutering the classified dog will endanger its health because of infirmity, 

disability, illness or other medical consideration. However, the dog will be 

spayed/neutered as soon as its health permits. If there is a disagreement concerning the 

health status for sterilizing an aggressive dog, the division may have the animal care and 

control staff/contract veterinarian examine the dog to determine its eligibility for 

sterilization. If the disagreement cannot be resolved, the division and the owner shall agree 

on a third veterinarian to examine the animal for sterilization eligibility. The cost of the 

third veterinarian shall be split evenly between the division and the owner. The opinion of 

the third veterinarian shall govern. 

( 1) Responsibilities for owner. An aggressive dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it 

is off the owner's property and must be restrained by a substantial chain or leash not 

exceeding six ( 6) feet in length and under the control of a competent person. The 

muzzle must be made in a manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere 

with its vision or respiration but must prevent it from biting any person or domestic 

animal. Dogs that have been classified as aggressive shall not be brought to a dog 

park, public park or public beach that allows dogs. 

27 ( c) Dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities. 

28 (1) Mandates for owner. Within fourteen (14) days after a dog has been classified as 

29 dangerous or a dangerous dog classification is upheld by the county court on appeal, 

30 Wn owner of a dangerous dog shall comply with all of the following: 

31 *** 
29 Attachment # __ 2-__ _ 
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1 (2) Responsibilities for owner. 

2 *** 

3 c. While on the owner's property, a dangerous dog must be securely confined 

4 indoors or securely confined outdoors in an enclosed and locked structure, 

5 suitable to prevent the entry of any person other than adult members of the 

6 immediate household and constructed to prevent the dog from escaping. The 

7 structure must be a minimum of eighty (80) square feethave miBimum dimensions 

8 of four (4) feet by ten (10) feet. Such structure shall have secure sides and a 

9 secure top and bottom to prevent the dog from escaping over, under or through 

10 the structure. The enclosure shall provide a humane existence for the dog and 

11 protection from the elements. 

12 *** 

13 ( d) Vicious dog. 

14 (3) Vicious dog classification process. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

a. The division shall investigate any incident involving any dog that may be vicious 

and shall, if possible, interview the owner and require a sworn affidavit from any 

person, animal control officer, or enforcement officer desiring to have a dog 

classified as vicious. In the event that any animal control officer has sufficient 

cause to believe that a dog is vicious and that the owner is unable or unwilling to 

humanely. safely and securely confine the dog. the officer may impound the dog 

pending the investigation and any appeal if deemed necessary to protect the 

public. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other 

fees required for the division to care for the dog pending the outcome of the 

investigation and resolution of any appeal. An owner's refusal to surrender a dog 

for impoundment pending the investigation shall constitute a violation of this 

chapter. At the discretion of the division. a dog that is the subject of a vicious dog 

investigation may be confined at a licensed facility approved by the division or at 

the residence of the owner if the division is given adequate assurance by the 

owner that the dog can be humanely. safely. and securely confined without posing 

a danger to the public. If the dog remains with the owner pending the outcome of 

a vicious dog investigation and resolution of any appeal. the dog shall be at all 

30 2,_ \ttachment # __,;;.__---
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times maintained in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from 

escaping or coming into contact with any person or domestic animal other than a 

person or domestic animal in the immediate household of the owner. No dog that 

is the subject of a vicious dog investigation may be relocated or ownership 

transferred pending the outcome of an investigation or any appeal of a vicious dog 

classification. The owner shall provide the division with the address of where the 

dog will be maintained pending an investigation and any appeal. 

b. After its investigation. the division shall make an initial determination as to 

whether there is sufficient cause to classify the dog as vicious. The division shall 

provide written notification of sufficient cause finding, to the owner, by registered 

mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service of process. The ten (10) 

business day time period from date of notification, shall allow the owner to file a 

written request for a hearing before a special master prior to a final determination 

of the vicious classification. The hearing shall be held no sooner than five (5) 

calendar days and not more than twenty-one (21) calendar days after receipt of the 

request from the owner. The appeal bond, any applicable fees for the care and 

boarding of said dog ( due through the fifth day following the date of the request 

for hearing) must accompany the owner's written request. The appeal bond and 

fees shall be established by the board by resolution. The appeal bond shall be 

remitted to the division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's 

check, or a bank check payable to the county. The division shall provide notice of 

the hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail, facsimile, certified mail or 

certified hand delivery. If the owner fails to appeal within the ten (10) business 

day period, the dog shall be humanely euthanized. 

£..&. Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the special master may, at the 

special master's discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with prejudice. In 

such instances, the process will proceed and the dog shall be classified as vicious. 

The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees as 

may be required to humanely and safely keep the dog during any appeal 

procedure. 

Attachment # ___ 2-__ _ 
31 

Page _3_l_of 4-J 



1 *** 

2 (4) Notice of appeal. The owner may then file a written request for a hearing in the county 

3 court to appeal the classification within ten (10) business days after receipt of the 

4 written determination of vicious dog classification and must confine the dog in a 

5 securely fenced or enclosed area pending resolution of the appeal. Pending resolution 

6 of the appeal. the dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it is off the owner's 

7 property and must be restrained by a substantial leash not exceeding six (6) feet in 

8 length and under the control of a competent person. If 1nithiB the thirty day period 

9 after vffi:tteB BOtifieatioB of the speeial master's deeisioB is reeeived, the ovmer files a 

10 petitioB for certiorari iB the Circuit Court of the Fifteemh Judieial Cireuit Court, the 

11 dog must be held by the divisioB aBd may Bot be destroyed 1+,rhile the 8.f)peal is 

12 peBdiBg. 

13 

14 Sec. 4-28. - Sterilization program for dogs and cats. 

15 *** 

16 (b) Spaying, neutering of dogs and cats. 

17 (1) Every dog six (6) months of age or older and every cat four (4) months of age or older 

18 within the county shall be spayed or neutered. unless proof of one of the following 

19 exemptions is provided to the division: No persoB may 0 1.VB, keep, or harbor a dog or eat 

20 siK (~) moBths of age or older that has Bot beeB spayed or Beutered \:lflless sueh persoB 

21 holds BB UB&ltered lieeBse tag for eaeh UBaltered dog or oat, \:lflless the dog or eat is 

22 otherwise CKempt under this article. 

23 (2) ,t\e. O\VBer of BB UBaltered dog or eat Will be allo11.red to maiBtaiB the unaltered animal 

24 iB the eoun:ty if aey of the foU01.viBg eriteria is met: 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

a. The dog or cat is registered with a national or international club, association, or 

registry recognized by the division, and the owner certifies in writing to the 

division that the animal is being used, trained, or considered for use in a show(s), 

sporting competition(s), or other similar competitive event(s) held by one (1) or 

more national or international clubs, associations, or registries. For a dog or eat 

that is BOt spayed or Beutered due to eUffeBt use as a show or eompetitioB dog or 

32 
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eat as pro•.'ided heFeie., the lieee.se tag fee established by the botlfd for oosterilized 

dogs or eats shall apply. 

b. A veterinarian licensed in the state certifies in writing that the a speeifie dog or 

cat is medically unfit to undergo the required spay or neuter procedure because of 

a medical condition, including but not limited to age, that would be substantially 

aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause the dog or cat's death. The 

writing must state the date by which the dog or cat may be safely spayed or 

neutered. The division may extend the time for spaying or neutering a dog or cat 

or may exempt such dog or cat from the spay/neuter requirement based upon the 

written medical recommendation of a licensed veterinarian. For a dog or cat that 

is not spayed or neutered due to a health condition as provided herein, the license 

tag fee established by the board for sterilized dogs or cats shall apply. As soon as 

the medical condition that prevents a dog or cat from being spayed or neutered 

ceases to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such dog or cat to promptly 

comply with this section. 

c. The dog is currently used by a law enforcement agency for law enforcement 

purposes. For a dog that is e.ot spayed or aeatered due to eUfffle.t use by a law 

enforeemee.t agee.ey for lav1 enforeemee.t purposes as pro•lided hereie., the lieee.se 

tag fee established by the botlfd for poliee dogs shall apply. 

d. The dog er-eat is a EIUalified guide dog or service animal as defined in section 4-2 

of this chapter. or is part of a reeogmzed guidelserviee animal breedie.g program 

appro11ed by the cw.·isioe. BBd is 8-\iffemly bei-ftg bred or e,,•aklated to prodooe 

guidelseFYiee animals. For a dog or eat that is e.ot spayed or e.euteFed due to 

eUfffle.t use as a qualified guide dog or seFViee animal as pro•lided hereie., the 

lieease tag fee established by the boafd for sueh Rflimals shall apply. 

e. The owner wishes to keep the dog er-eat unsterilized and certifies in writing to the 

division that the dog 0f-8at will not be bred or used for stud purposes unless an 

appropriate breeder permit is first obtained from the division. For a dog or eat that 

is aot spayed or e.eutered but will aot be used for hreediag or stud purposes, the 

lieease tag fee established hy the hotlfd for ue.sterilized animals shall apply. 
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f. The dog or cat is used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial 

breeder. I-or a dog or eat that is aot spa-wd or aeatered dae to eun:eat ese ffil'. 

breediag plil'f)oses by a lieeased hobby or eommereial breeder, the lieease tag fee 

established hy the board for \fflsterilizSed dogs or eats shall apply. 

g. The dog or cat is being harbored by a shelter, humane society, or private animal 

nonprofit organization, whether public or private, whose principal purpose is 

securing the adoption of dogs or cats or offering sanctuary for dogs or cats, 

provided that the dog or cat is spayed or neutered prior to being placed for 

adoption. 

(3) A dog or eat that meets the follo•Jf.ng eriteria shall be e*efBIM from the ooaltered 

lieease tag reEtHiremeats pro•.iided ia this seetioa: 

a. /•._ dog or eat temporarily harbored withia this jlirisdietioa for less than thirty (30) 

aays w4thm aay ealeaaar year. 

b. The dog or eat is beiag harbored by a fmlffld, shelter, J::mmaae soeiety, or similar 

orgaaimtioa, whether fR:H')lie or pfr,,ate, •.vliose priaeipal fR¼l'POSe is seeliriag the 

aaoptioa of dogs or eats Of offeriag sanemary for dogs or eats, pfO'+'ided that the 

dog or eat is spayed or aeatered prior to beiag plaeed for adoptioa or traasferred 

by seeh orgaaizSatioa. 

e. A feral oat ia a feral eat ooloay registered with the Divisioa ia aeeordaaoe •.vith 

seotioa 4 8 of this ehapter and maiatamed ia oompliaaee vfith all reql¾iremeats 

pro•lided thereia. A persoa 'Nfio registers a feral eat ooloay shall aot hw;e to 

obtam aa HBaltered lioease tag for any eat in the eoloay pro•fidea seoh eat(s) 

remaia feral and the ooloay registratioa is reae•11ed IHHllially. B•;ery eat ia a feral 

eat eoloay l'Blist be spayed/aeatered as pro•;iaed ia seetioa 4 8. 

If a persoa O'llBS an l¾Baltered dog or eat that is aot speeifieally e:K:empted from the 

feqliiremeats pf0viaed hereia, Slieh persaa shall abtaia an tmaltefea lieease tag far 

the dog or eat, and if sooh persaa iateads ta ese any seeh \fflaltered dog of eat far 

breediag Of st\iddiag pliff)oses, a hobby breeder pefl'Bit, kennel permit, or other 

apf'lieable f'efl'Bit isseed \fflftef this ehapter is feEJ:liired ia additiaa to a.a l:lfHlltered 

lioease tag for eaeh dog or eat. 
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(e) UnalleFed de 1 , • g, eat tlOeRSe Feqti1iFements. 

(1) A • .B: 0\Vfl.er af BB ooaltered d . ag er eat stx (6) manths af "" ego er aide, ,_ o1'teift "" 

.J.ffl&l lfflftltered lieease tag far th d e og er eat. The divisiaa .. ,qu · 
lieeBSO 111g if the ,. . ~ ,._ 8ft ....ite..EI 

8 .JBer eaffif'hes mith th . .. e ref!Wremeftts set fartll ia t¼is *. the 1· ni. see.tea "'ft-'-' 

....,.. 111g fee e!II091isheEI a . ' p-,S } the beard, a.ad sigas a .. .rrittea 
that 1h El . ,. - OOf!ifyiag 

e ag or eat wdl aat be used far breedi ag or stud purposes unless . 

J"!'1Bff is Hl'SI ohtsm El H . . . llll "l'P"'l"'IIIO e 4lm the dw1:s1:oa. The hoard . h 
by ,esolution a seheElel f ~ ,s -,, aalheriaeEI 10 •"""lish 

e a ~es far all lieease tags late ti ti ' 1!esar failure t t' 1 
renew Olltl Ii , . ~ ~ -ey 

' aes J:0£ fadure ta eam l ... 1.. p y Wim sueh requiremeftts. 

(2) .An uaaltered lieease ta . al. g ts" td far a periad aftwel~•e (12) months. 

(3) Every persoa wha awfl:s BB adult ~ ua tered deg er eat in the eauaty shall b . 
SO"""' OB tHlllltefed l"~e ffi!'Hl'Od 10 

teease tag f)Ur-suaftt t .. i. ~ a u1e 10U01t¥iag sehedule: 

a. a age; er Oa er eefare the d t th a e 4!I deg er eat is six (6) maaths f 

e. Withia thirty (30) ealeadar days af ae .. qutnag a deg ar eat; er 

e. UT'+L' L' n htllft ttUrty (3 0) ealeadar d , a}S after a deg er eat eater th . . . 
l,v •L. L s ~ JHflSEl!et!oe ·-

J utiS ettllf}ter. 

(4) The address af the awaer shall e e f)resHmed ta be the resi 
elieoges of aEIElross b 7'ftOe of the Eleg er e&II. AH 

must e repartee ta the EliYisiaa nq+L' +t..' • uttUa t:tH-rty (30) l 
fellowing suel, elieoge. ~- oaeedar days 

(5) A L • .B:Y ettBBge af an ner h . • ~ s Hp af a.ay Elag or eat, ee it B)' sale tr ti t.. , BBS~f 0£ athe • · t.. 

ee -- ;,, ,.,.;;·_..,..., Smlll 
..mg ta the diYisiaa e • th El } ~ROW •• ,..,,.. within lhirly f31lJ I 

""YS llller oWRel'S!!ip eiieoges. ~ lllreeEler 

(,6,t):1AL.:B):' :i:i:er~s:aa:•.,~h"a>-H~ lil'li&--te;,ey-eoHOaali_,,El...1...,,...>---1>.g-.j.,.,_--wl!OB-#--is-lHi<H!iMllU.. J:' mt rlH s ta pay al BB UB:4ered lieease ta t; 

&1
-.d.:tt·dttite-iaiaaa-tEtarppia~)ri•iaeigg-a:BBey-· fla!:;t-E~-li·iceeiasef-.fees,-tmlO-jM¼)''-llHag tEHee* M'l,..11'1-,lftlteu...B it is 0¼le saall, ia } past 0¼le heease fees al ' sa pay a late peaalty. 

(d) L' 

:
,:e:eRN::e:de:n:i:al: :B:F ~F~e·v.le~e,.alfit1~·B,.n-,a.,n,.dHlep!'P<,a/l--p,'6e"""c-!;HIB---<HHlli<,,eElc-D..,...,_-ta,H..,..-ho.4Pea pFBee&fJ. If BB UB:altered lie 

:

e:H:H:ed:a:r :r:e·~10:k~e6d~e,i),-· -llth'l<eHid1:i.'·,i,·is!ii011;ctt--pefS0iHM;y-o~eel.,,.ffi-~=e:a:s:e :ta:g:h:as:e:e:ea r aa, a persaa may appeal sueh . 
fe!Jewieg the "!'!'eel . oelleft by the ElivisiOB by 

praeess pr0•,r1:ded ia seetiaa 29(f) af th. h HS e7¼pter. 

(e) G fJW'lter:fe#ing fJF de81r-6 . . . tylng 8 heenfJe tBg. It sh41 e . a e a -r10laf f • 
eeUR!o,leil a lieee,e 111g I .. r . ' ,... • 11,,s ElwisioB .. 

, a m ternusly destroy a lieease ta 
9

0

...., t&g. -g er 10 H!llllH!lelllly o1'teift • 
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1 

2 Sec. 4-29. - Hobby breeder permits. 

3 (a) Hobby breeder permits. 

4 (1) No person shall breed a dog or cat or offer a dog or cat for breeding or stud purposes 

5 without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit issued by the division. No person 

6 shall maintain unsterilized dogs over six ( 6) months of age or unsterilized cats over four 

7 ( 4) months of age together without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit from the 

8 division. The cost of the permit and other related fees shall be established by the board by 

9 resolution. 

10 (2) Hobby breeders shall: 

11 *** 

12 e. On a quarterly basis, the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner 

13 of any dog, cat, puppy or kitten placed ie. the eoUfl:ty or a notice that no animal 

14 was sold during the guarter shall be provided to the division; 

15 *** 

16 ( d) Violations. 

17 *** 

18 

19 

20 

21 *** 

(5) It shall be a violation of this section to advertise, display, attempt to sell or sell 

any dog or cat on any roadside or public right-of-way. 

22 Sec. 4-30. - Animal care and control special master hearings. 

23 (a) The board of county commissioners shall appoint special masters who shall make 

24 decisions relating to any hearings that have been initiated as provided in this chapter. 

25 Special masters shall have the qualifications as specified in and shall be appointed in 

26 accordance with Article 2. Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code, as 

27 amended. 

28 *** Attachment # _ _.2;;;;,._ __ 
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1 (i) Except as provided in section 27 with regard to aggressive, dangerous and vicious dogs. 

2 .(filny person may appeal a final order of a special master within thirty (30) days by filing a 

3 petition for writ of certiorari in the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court. 

4 *** 

5 

6 Sec. 4-32. - Violations, civil infractions, civil penalties. 

7 *** 

8 ( d) The county clerk shall+ 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

*** 

(h) 

*** 

fB Aaccept designated fines and issue receipts therefore. 

(2) PFe•lide a lBHfemi eitatiea femi serially IHlffl:bet=ed feF R0tifymg alleged viela*8Fs te 

a.ppeaF aad aas•Nef te eaaFges ef vielatieR ef iliis oaa.preF. Suoa ei*atieR feffBS saall be 

issued te and receipted by the divisiea. 

All fmes eelleeted as a Fesuh ef said ei*atieas (e:irnept taese fiaes oellee*ed as a Fesuh ef 

ehatieas issued by m\Blioipal empleyees pUFS~ te subseetiea (R) BeFeiR, v.'ffl:ea saall be 

Femitted by *l'le eleFk ef *l'le oeurt di-ree*ly te *l'le munieipaliey issuiag :the eimtieR) saall be 

paid ime *l'le eeooty tfeasury aad depesited ime *l'le geaefal fuad feF animal eaFe and 

oeRtFel FeveRUe. Pursuant to Florida Statutes, §§ 938.01, 938.17 and 938.19, mandatory 

costs shall be assessed against every person convicted of a violation of this chapter. 

Pursuant to Florida Statute § 828.27. a five dollar ($5.00) surcharge shall be assessed 

against every person convicted of a violation of this chapter. 

23 SECTION 2. SEC. 4-35 IS ADDED AS FOLLOWS: 

24 Sec. 4-35. Community Cats. 

25 (a) The board establishes the following community cat requirements: 

26 (1) All community cats must be cared for on the private property of the caregiver or 

27 with permission of the property owner or property manager. 

Attachment# __ 2=,;;;;;....--
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1 

2 

(2) All community cat caregivers shall have all un-owned free-roaming cats within their 

care sterilized. implanted with a EAID. vaccinated against rabies, and ear- tipped for 

3 easy identification. 

4 (3) All community cat caregivers are required to provide certain necessities to each 

5 community cat under his/her care on a regular/ongoing basis, including, but not limited 

6 to, proper nutrition, adequate quantities of visibly clean and fresh water and medical 

7 care as needed. If medical care is unavailable or too expensive, the community cat 

8 caregiver must not allow the cat to suffer. Dumping on the ground or dispensing large 

9 quantities of food more than will be immediately eaten by the community cats present is 

10 prohibited. Feeding areas must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. 

11 (4) Community cat caregivers shall make reasonable attempts to remove young kittens 

12 from the field for domestication. 

13 (b) A person returning a community cat to field must provide the Division with the cat's EAID 

14 number and any other information upon request by the Division. 

15 (c) Community cats meeting the requirements of this section are exempt from the license tag 

16 requirements of section 4-11, Dog and cat rabies/license tags. 

17 (d) The Division has the right to remove or authorize the removal of any free-roaming cat or 

18 community cat because of immediate public health or safety concerns. 

19 (e) No community cat shall be released at any governmentally owned or managed park, natural 

20 area. area deemed as environmentally sensitive land or on any easement adjacent to such lands 

21 without approval from the applicable governmental entity. 

22 (fl Healthy community cats that have been impounded at the division may be immediately 

23 returned to field, released to a caregiver or adopted. Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever 

24 such cat is visibly injured or diseased and appears to be suffering and it reasonably appears that 

25 such cat cannot be expeditiously cured and returned to field, transferred to a humane society or 

26 private animal nonprofit organization or placed in foster care. then the division, acting in good 

27 faith and upon reasonable belief, may humanely euthanize the cat upon the advice of the 

28 division's veterinarian. 

29 

30 SECTION 3. SEC. 4-36 IS ADDED AS FOLLOWS: 

31 Sec. 4-36. Electronic animal identification device implantation {EAID) for all cats. 
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1 (a} All cats four (4) months of age or older shall be implanted with an EAID, unless a 

2 veterinarian licensed in the state certifies in writing that a specific cat is medically unfit to 

3 be implanted with an EAID because of a medical condition, including but not limited to 

4 age, that would be substantially aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause the 

5 cat's death. The writing must state the date by which the cat may be safely implanted with 

6 an EAID. The division may extend the time for implanting the cat with an EAID or may 

7 exempt such cat from the reguirement based upon the written medical recommendation of 

8 a licensed veterinarian. As soon as the medical condition that prevents a cat from being 

9 implanted with an EAID ceases to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such cat to 

10 promptly comply with this section. 

11 (b) The owner of every cat shall keep his/her contact information associated with the EAID up 

12 to date with the division. 

13 (c} EAID's for community cats may be registered to a humane society. private animal nonprofit 

14 or individual. 

15 

16 SECTION 2. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT: 

17 All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are 

18 hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

19 

20 SECTION 3. SAVINGS CLAUSE: 

21 Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, all provisions of Palm Beach County 

22 Ordinance No. 98-22, as amended by Ordinances 2001-065, 2003-29, 2005-44, 2008-004, 

23 2009-019 and 2011-005 and all licenses, permits, enforcement orders, and ongoing 

24 enforcement actions issued thereunder are specifically preserved and remain in full force and 

25 effect. 

26 

27 SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY: 

28 If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any 

29 reason held by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, 

30 such holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

31 

39 
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1 SECTION 5. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES: 

2 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Palm Beach 

3 County Code. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish 

4 such, and the word ordinance may be changed to section, article, or other appropriate word. 

5 

6 SECTION 6. ENFORCEMENT: 

7 This Ordinance is enforceable by all means provided by law. Additionally, the County 

8 may choose to enforce this Ordinance by seeking injunctive relief in the Circuit Court of Palm 

9 Beach County. 

10 

11 SECTION 7. PENALTY: 

12 Any violation of any portion of this Ordinance shall be punishable as provided by law. 

13 

14 SECTION 8. CAPTIONS: 

15 The captions, section headings, and section designations used in this Ordinance are for 

16 convenience only and shall have no effect on the interpretation of the provisions of this 

17 Ordinance. 

18 

19 SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE: 

20 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the Department of 
21 State. 
22 

23 APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 

24 County, Florida, on this the __ day of _______ _, 2015. 

25 SHARON R. BOCK, CLERK 
26 
27 
28 
29 By: _________ _ 
30 Deputy Clerk 
31 
32 
33 
34 APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
35 LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 
36 
37 
38 By: _________ _ 
39 County Attorney 
40 
41 
42 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

By: ____________ _ 
Shelley Vana, Mayor 
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1 EFFECTIVE DATE: Filed with the Department of State on the_ day of 

2 _____ _, 20 . 

3 
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