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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to adopt: AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE, CHAPTER 4 (ORDINANCE 98-22, AS 
AMENDED BY ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004, 2009-019 and 
2011-005) PERTAINING TO ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL, AMENDING SECTION 
4-2 (DEFINITIONS), AMENDING SECTION 4-4 (DOG AND CAT CONTROL); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-5 (ANIMALS CREATING NUISANCES); AMENDING 
SECTION 4-8 (KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS AND MAINTAINING FERAL 
CATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-11 (DOG AND CAT RABIES/LICENSE TAGS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-12 (REDEMPTION AND ADOPTION); AMENDING SECTION 
4-13 (ADOPTION FEES AND STERILIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS AND 
CATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-16 (ANIMAL BITES AND QUARANTINING); 
DELETING SECTION 4-17 (PLACEMENT AND IMPOUNDMENT OF HONEYBEE 
HIVES); AMENDING SECTION 4-18 (GUARD DOGS);AMENDING SECTION 4-19 
(EVICTIONS, JAIL TERMS, COMMUNITY SERVICES ADJUDICATIONS, AND OTHER 
INVOLUNTARY OCCURENCES; EFFECT ON ANIMALS); AMENDING SECTION 4-21 
(LIVESTOCK); AMENDING SECTION 4-22 (NUMBER OF ANIMALS; ACREAGE 
RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS ANIMAL HABITATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-23 
(KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT, COMMERCIAL BREEDER, PET DEALER, 
PET SHOP, GROOMING PARLOR, AND COMMERCIAL STABLE PERMITS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-24 (ANIMAL CARE; MANNER OF KEEPING); AMENDING 
SECTION 4-27 (AGGRESSIVE DOGS, DANGEROUS DOGS AND VICIOUS DOGS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-28 (STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR DOGS AND CATS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-29 (HOBBY BREEDER PERMITS); AMENDING SECTION 4-
30 (ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL SPECIAL MASTER HEARINGS); AMENDING 
SECTION 4-32 (VIOLATIONS, CIVIL INFRACTIONS, CIVIL PENALTIES); ADDING 
SECTION 4-35 (COMMUNITY CATS); ADDING SECTION 4-36 (ELECTRONIC 
ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION DEVICE IMPLANTATION FOR ALL CATS); PROVIDING 
FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF 
LAWS AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
PENAL TY; PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

Summary (continued on Page 3) 

Attachments: 
1. Summary of the Substantive Changes to the ACC Ordinance 
2. Proposed ACC Ordinance (with additions/Eteletions noted) 
3. Proposed ACC Ordinance (without delineations}. 
------------====================================================== 
Recommended by: ~ ~ ~ 

~ Department Direct r ~ -. 

Approved By: ~ 2:e,~ b1'--asstantCounty Ad lnlatrator 
tolYl es 

C Date 



II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact 

Fiscal Years 

Capital Expenditures 
Operating Costs 

External Revenues 
Program Income (County) 
In-Kind Match (County) 

Net Fiscal Impact 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) 

0 

0 0 0 

Is Item Included In Current Budget? Yes No __ 

0 

Budget Account Exp No: Fund __ Department __ Unit __ Object __ 
Rev No: Fund __ Department __ Unit __ RevSc __ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 
The fiscal impact is indeterminable at this time. 

Departmental Fiscal Review:~\~~ 

Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Dev. and Control Comments: 

B. Legal Sufficiency: 

Assistant County Attorney 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

Contract Administrati n 
C-$',.S- 4a)~ 

This summary is not to be used as a basis for payment. 

0 



Summary (continued from Page 1) 
The most significant changes in the proposed amendment to the Animal Care and 
Control (ACC) Ordinance are the following: removal of the "voice command" to require 
dogs to be leashed when off an owner's/caregiver's property unless certain exceptions 
apply (i.e. dog parks, public beach, law enforcement dog); require all community cats to 
be sterilized, microchipped, vaccinated against rabies and ear-tipped for identification; 
require community cats to be maintained on private property with approval of the 
owner/property manager; require community cat caregivers to provide basic care to 
such cats and for food areas to be clean and sanitary; allow the ACC to seize/remove 
community cats if necessary to protect public health or safety; provide additional 
regulations with regard to trapping domestic animals; allow commercial trapper to trap 
cats for the purpose of TNVR (Trap, Neuter, Vaccinate, Return); and require all trapped 
community cats to be released onsite unless trapped for re-vaccination, medical care or 
because of a public health or safety concern; authorize the ACC to impound dogs 
during a vicious dog investigation/appeal if it believes that the owner is unable or 
unwilling to humanely, safely and securely confine the dog. Most of the language has 
been added to correlate with the Countdown to Zero Resolution that was adopted by the 
Board in February 2014. In addition, this proposed amendment will allow the ACC to 
apply for grants through non-profit agencies. This proposed amendment to the Palm 
Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance was presented to the League of 
Cities on April 22, 2015, and was unanimously approved. A summary of the substantive 
changes to the existing ACC Ordinance is attached to the agenda item. COUNTYWIDE 
(SF) 

Background and Policy Issues: A summary of the substantive changes to the 
existing ACC Ordinance is attached. The Board approved the proposed Ordinance 
amendments at the first reading on May 19, 2015. 



---------------------- ---------

SUMMARY OF SUBSTANTIVE 
CHANGES TO THE ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Section Page Change and Justification 

Throughout 3,4, 11, 13, 14,21, Remove language pertaining to registration of feral 
25,26,37,38 cats and add provisions pertaining to community cats. 

4.23 (h) (6) 25,36 Prohibit the sale of dogs or cats on roadsides or public 
4.29 (d) (5) rig ht-of-ways. 
4.27 (a) (6) & 27,28,32 Require all dogs classified as aggressive, dangerous 
(d) (4) or vicious to wear a leash and muzzle when off the 

owner's property pendina resolution of any aooeal. 
4.27 (a) (6) & 28,32 Revise the appeal provisions for dangerous and 
(d) (4) vicious dogs to be consistent with Chapter 767, F.S. 
4.2 3,4,5 Revise definitions 

Require dogs to be leashed when off an 
4.4 (a) 6 owner's/caregiver's property unless certain exceptions 

apply. 
4.11 (a) 11 Remove obsolete Florida Administrative Code 

references pertaining to license tags. 
4.12 (a) & (b) 12,13 Require all impounded dogs and those cats with 

identification to be held for 4 business days for 
redemption by owner and cats with no identification to 
be immediately processed for adoption, return to field, 
transfer to rescue or foster care or euthanasia as a last 
resort for cats that are suffering or for which no 
approved rescue will accept. 

4.12 (d) 14 Allow the Division to decline a redemption or adoption 
to a person who has been convicted of animal cruelty, 
has had his/her animal removed because of neglect, 
has relinquished ownership of animals in the past year 
or on more than one occasion or owes fees, costs or 
fines to the Division. 

4.16 (f) 16 Prohibit the intentional or unintentional feeding of 
raccoons. 

4.16 (g) 16 Require that owners whose animals are quarantined at 
the Division for rabies Quarantine pay a fee. 

4.17 17 Remove regulations pertaining to placement and 
impoundment of honeybee hives. 

4.18 17,18 Prohibit aggressive dogs from being used as guard 
dogs. 

4.19 18 Reduce from 15 to 5 business days the amount of time 
that the Division is required to hold animals when the 
owner is evicted, incarcerated or otherwise 
involuntarily unavailable to care for his/her animal(s) 
and where no relative or personal representative will 
accept care or responsibility for the animal(s). 

4.21 (c) & (d) 18,19, 20, 21 Remove regulations pertaining to impoundment of 
livestock and require a 3 business day hold for 
impounded livestock. 
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Section Page 

4.22 (b) 22 

4.23 (b) (9) 22 

4.24 25,26 

4.24 25 

4.24 26 

4.27 (b) (1) 29 

4.27 (C) (2) C. 29 

4. 27 (d) (3) a. 30,31 

4.28 (b) (1) 32 

4.29 (a) (2) e. 36 

4.32 37 
4.35 (a) (1) 37 

4.35 (a) (2) 38 

4.35 (a) (3) 38 

4.35 (d) 38 

4.36 38,39 

Change and Justification 

Provide that dogs and cats older than 4 months of age 
shall be included in the dogs/cats counted in 
restrictions on the number of animals per acre. 
Require zoning approval prior to approval of any 
animal establishment permit. 
Provide additional regulations with regard to trapping 
domestic animals. 
Allow commercial trapper to trap cats for the purpose 
ofTNVR. 
Require all trapped community cats to be released 
onsite unless trapped for re-vaccination, medical care 
or because of a public health or safety concern. 
Prohibit dogs that have been classified as aggressive 
from being brought to a dog park, public park or public 
beach. 
Increase the outdoor enclosure size for dangerous 
dogs. 
Authorize the Division to impound dogs during a 
vicious dog investigation/appeal if it believes that the 
owner is unable or unwilling to humanely, safely and 
securely confine the dog. 
Provide that every dog 6 months of age and every cat 
4 months of age shall be spayed or neutered unless 
exceptions apply. 
Require hobby breeders to notify the Division quarterly 
if no animals are sold. 
Delete obsolete provisions pertaining to citations. 
Require community cat caregivers to obtain property 
owner or managers permission when feeding 
Community Cats. 
Require all community cats to be sterilized, 
microchipped, vaccinated against rabies and ear-
tipped for identification. 
Require community cat caregivers to provide basic 
care to such cats and for food areas to be clean and 
sanitary. 
Allow the Division to seize/remove community cats if 
necessary to protect public health or safety 
Require all cats to be microchipped. 

I 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2015---

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE, 
CHAPTER 4 (ORDINANCE 98-22, AS AMENDED BY 
ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004, 2009-
019 and 2011-005) PERTAINING TO ANIMAL CARE AND 
CONTROL, AMENDING SECTION 4-2 (DEFINITIONS), 
AMENDING SECTION 4-4 (DOG AND CAT CONTROL); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-5 (ANIMALS CREATING 
NUISANCES); AMENDING SECTION 4-8 
(KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS AND 
MAINTAINING FERAL CATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-
11 (DOG AND CAT RABIES/LICENSE TAGS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-12 (REDEMPTION AND 
ADOPTION); AMENDING SECTION 4-13 (ADOPTION 
FEES AND STERILIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
DOGS AND CATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-16 (ANIMAL 
BITES AND QUARANTINING); DELETING SECTION 4-
17 (PLACEMENT AND IMPOUNDMENT OF HONEYBEE 
HIVES); AMENDING SECTION 4-18 (GUARD 
DOGS);AMENDING SECTION 4-19 (EVICTIONS, JAIL 
TERMS, COMMUNITY SERVICES ADJUDICATIONS, 
AND OTHER INVOLUNTARY OCCURENCES; EFFECT 
ON ANIMALS); AMENDING SECTION 4-21 
(LIVESTOCK); AMENDING SECTION 4-22 (NUMBER OF 
ANIMALS; ACREAGE RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS 
ANIMAL HABITATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-23 
(KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT, COMMERCIAL 
BREEDER, PET DEALER, PET SHOP, GROOMING 
PARLOR, AND COMMERCIAL STABLE PERMITS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-24 (ANIMAL CARE; MANNER 
OF KEEPING); AMENDING SECTION 4-27 
(AGGRESSIVE DOGS, DANGEROUS DOGS AND 
VICIOUS DOGS); AMENDING SECTION 4-28 
(STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR DOGS AND CATS ); 
AMENDNG SECTION 4-29 (HOBBY BREEDER 
PERMITS); AMENDING SECTION 4-30 (ANIMAL CARE 
AND CONTROL SPECIAL MASTER HEARINGS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-32 (VIOLATIONS, CIVIL 
INFRACTIONS, CIVIL PENAL TIES); ADDING SECTION 
4-35 (COMMUNITY CATS); ADDING SECTION 4-36 
(ELECTRONIC ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION DEVICE 
IMPLANTATION FOR ALL CATS); PROVIDING FOR 
REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS 
AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; 
PROVIDING FOR PENAL TY; PROVIDING FOR 
CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

Stricken text indicates deletions. 
Underlined text indicates additions. 
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1 WHEREAS, Section 125.01, Florida Statutes, authorizes the Board of County 

2 Commissioners of Palm Beach County to adopt ordinances to protect the health, safety, and 

3 welfare of the citizens and animals of Palm Beach County; and 

4 WHEREAS, pursuant to its authority, the Board of County Commissioners (the 

5 "Board") enacted Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance 98-22, as amended 

6 ("Ordinance"); and 

7 WHEREAS, the vast majority of cats impounded at the Division of Animal Care and 

8 Control (the "Division") arrive with no identification within which to locate the owner, are 

9 never reclaimed by an owner and are not adopted once released into the adoption program, 

10 which results in the euthanasia of such cats; and 

11 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that microchipping every cat will facilitate 

12 reuniting lost cats with their owners or returning community cats to the field, which will reduce 

13 the euthanasia of such cats and the expense to the community of holding such cats for 

14 redemption or adoption; and 

15 WHEREAS, in order to reduce the overpopulation of cats, which are euthanized every 

16 year at alarming rates, the Board has determined that all cats must be spayed or neutered by 

17 four months of age unless certain exemptions apply; and 

18 WHEREAS, spaying and neutering all cats by four months of age, before they are 

19 sexually mature and able to reproduce, will prevent unintended breeding and unwanted litters 

20 ofkittens;and 

21 WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the need for innovation in addressing the issues 

22 presented by the overpopulation of cats and, to that end, it recognizes that there are often 

23 community members providing care for cats that have no apparent owner and that trapping, 

24 neutering, vaccinating, microchipping, ear tipping and returning to the field healthy obviously 

25 cared for cats (i.e. community cats) may be part of the solution to the unnecessary euthanasia of 

26 cats; and 

27 WHEREAS, the Board wishes to embrace the concept of trap, neuter, vaccinate, return 

28 to the field (TNVR) as one strategy to address cat overpopulation; and 

29 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that dogs must be controlled by a leash or 

30 otherwise confined when off the owner's property to protect the health, safety and welfare of 

31 the community; and 

2 

~ 
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1 WHEREAS, the Board finds that it has a responsibility to encourage best practices in 

2 the sale and purchase of companion animals and that such animals should not be sold on 

3 roadsides and right-of-ways; and 

4 WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the Ordinance to provide for consistency with 

5 state law; to amend certain definitions; to delete obsolete provisions; to reduce hold times for 

6 impounded animals; to provide restrictions on the redemption of animals; to remove regulations 

7 pertaining to honeybee hives; to ensure that all animal establishments operate in conjunction 

8 with zoning laws; to ensure that all dogs deemed aggressive, dangerous or vicious are walked 

9 on a leash and muzzle pending any appeal; to ensure that aggressive dogs are not used as guard 

10 dogs; to amend language pertaining to livestock; to amend provisions related to hearings before 

11 special masters; to shorten the time in which the Division must hold an animal impounded 

12 when an owner is involuntarily unable to care for the animal; to amend regulations pertaining 

13 to trapping animals and to make other changes necessary for the efficient operation of the 

14 Division and in the best interest of the citizens and animals of the county. 

15 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

16 COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

17 

18 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

SECTION 1. CHAPTER 4 (ANIMALS) OF THE PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE IS 
HEREBY AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Sec. 4-2. Definitions. 

*** 

Atktlt deg 0r et1t sliall meBB imy aeg er eat that is sHf: (6) meaths ef age er elaer 

*** 

Commercial trapper shall mean any person or business receiving compensation for 

trapping animals. 

Community cat shall mean any un-owned free-roaming cat that has been sterilized, 

vaccinated against rabies, ear-tipped, implanted with an EAID and returned to field and may be 

cared for by one or more residents of the immediate area who is/are known or unknown. 

Community cat caregiver means a person who provides food, water and/or other care for 

one or more community cats but who does not own. harbor. keep or have custody. control or 

charge of such cats. 

*** 
Attachment# _-=d-;..__, __ 
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1 Ear-tipping means removing approximately a quarter-inch off the tip of a cat's left ear 

2 while the cat is anesthetized for sterilization. An Ear-tip on the left ear shall be presumptive 

3 evidence that a cat has been vaccinated against rabies, implanted with an EAID, sterilized and 

4 returned to the field. 

5 *** 

6 Direet eentr0l shall mellB immediate a.ad e0ntim:10us peysieal eeatrel ef a.a animal 

7 (e*eluding heroing degs, degs in the pfeeess ef ffl:Hlting, peliee degs, degs partieipating in a 

8 registeFed field trial, ebedienee trial, and eeRfiffflatien show aaefof mateh) at all times sueh as 

9 by meaas ef a fenee, leash, eero Of ehain ef suffieient stfength to festfain the animal. When a.a 

10 animal is speeifieally tfained to immediately fespend to efa-1 Of ·,isua-1 eemmaBds, direet eefttfol 

11 shall inelude efa-1 ef 11isual eefttfol if the eeatrelling pefsen is at all times eleady a.ad fully 

12 within ooebsweted sight and hearing efthe animal, but in ne ease te e*eeed ene ftl.lftdfed (100) 

13 feet Ofal eefttfol shall at all times pfelrent the animal &om mooing at laFge ef ethefVlise 

14 *** 

15 Feral eat shall meaa any eat that has no appaFent ownef ef identifieation a.ad is appaFently 

16 vrild, untamed, unsoeialized, l:Hll'i'l0:llageable a.ad l.lftable to be appf0aehed of handled. 

17 Free-roaming shall mean any cat found outdoors regardless of the cat's appearance, 

18 behavior or ownership status. 

19 *** 

20 Humane society shall mean an incorporated organization that has a nonprofit status with 

21 the Internal Revenue Service for which the central purpose is to provide for the protection of 

22 animals. A J.:mmaae soeiety aeeepts membefs &om the publie at lRFge a.ad the eoatrelling boafd 

23 is eleeted by the genefal memberahip. A humane society operates from a business facility on 

24 eemmefeially appropriately zoned property and has advertised and set hours for public access. 

25 *** 

26 o4wenile deg 0r eat shall meaa any dog ef eat that is at least two (2) menths of age but 

27 yeungef than fouf (4) months efage fof the p't:H'poses offabies 1,•aeeinatiens/tags. 

28 *** 

29 Owner shall mean any person, firm, corporation, organization, humane society, public or 

30 private nonprofit organization, harborer, or caregiver, other than a community cat caregiver, 

31 who owns, keeps, harbors, possesses, or has control or custody of an animal. If the person 

4 Attachment#_~~--
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1 purporting to own an animal is a minor as defined by the Florida Statutes, the minor's parent(s) 

2 or legal guardian shall be deemed the owner of an animal for the purposes of this chapter. 

3 *** 

4 Private animal nonprofit organization shall mean an incorporated organization that has a 

5 nonprofit status with the Internal Revenue Service for which the central purpose aay J3efs0a, 

6 gt"0tlf) af e0FJ30rati0a v,41-ieh is fegistefea as a aaft)3fafit 0Fgammti0a aeeafEliag ta state lavl aaEl 

7 is sheltering, adopting, fostering, providing rescue or old age homes for dogs and/or cats or 

8 TNVR for cats. "Rescue" shall include legally receiving dogs and/or cats from shelters or 

9 owners, and providing medical or behavioral rehabilitation for placement into new homes. 

10 Breeding of rescue dogs or cats is prohibited. 

11 *** 

12 Return to field shall mean return to the place of origin, the vicinity of the place of origin or, 

13 as a last resort, to an alternative location if all reasonable options of return to the place of origin 

14 have been exhausted. 

15 *** 

16 Sterilization shall mean Elags aaEl eats raHElefeEl rendering an animal permanently incapable 

17 of reproduction by surgical or chemical alteration, implantation of a device or other physical 

18 means, or 13efmaaeatly iae&J3aele af ra:13F0Elueti0a because of physiological sterility, but only 

19 where sterilization the aeatefeEl af s:13ayeEl eaaEli-tiaa has been certified by a veterinarian 

20 licensed in any state. The term sterilization is eguivalent to the term spay for female animals or 

21 neuter for male animals. 

22 *** 

23 TNVR, also known as trap, neuter, vaccinate, return, shall mean a program whereby a free-

24 roaming cat is humanely trapped, spayed or neutered, implanted with an EAID, vaccinated 

25 against the threat of rabies, ear-tipped and returned to field. 

26 *** 

27 Unaltered shall mean an animal that has not been sterilized s:13ayeEl af aeateraEl. 

28 

29 

30 

5 
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1 Sec. 4-4. Dog and cat control. 

2 (a) Dogs. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

(b) 

fB It shall be unlawful for any dog to be off the owner's property (which property is 

exclusive to the owner aad dees Bet iBelade eemmeB O:Feas) unless the dog is under the 

restraint or control of a person by means of a ehaia, leash or other device such as a 

cage, crate or vehicle in accordance with section 4-24, Animal care: manner of 

keeping. 0£ is saffieieatly Bea£ its htmdlef te be aadef his direet e0e.t£0I aad is ebedieat 

te that harulleF's eemm:aads 0£ is eagedfe£ated. Dogs shall be exempted from the 

provisions of this subsection when: 

i. being used by law enforcement to perform law enforcement services; 

ii. performing services as a service animal. when necessary to be off leash to 

perform such services: 

iii. within a public space designated for dogs to be off-leash such as a dog park 

or public beach that allows dogs. provided the handler adheres to all rules 

instituted for such space: or 

iv. engaged in herding. hunting, registered field trials. obedience trials or an 

American Kennel Club or other similarly recogni,zed show or competition. 

(2) It shall be anla·.vful feF a.a evmef te tie, ehaiB, tethef 0£ eeBfiBe by eleetfeniehadie 

de11iee a deg eB the 01NBe£1s f1£0flefty ·.vithiB fi·1e (5) feet ef pabHe f1£0flefty, pablie 

aeeess, easemeats, eemmeB groaads 0£ the f1£0f1efty ef aaethef witheat the e0Bseat ef 

the ewaef ef saeh fll'0flefty. 

Gels. UBsterili~ed eats mast be eeafiBed te the 01.vBeF's f1F0f1efty. Uastefili~ed eats eff the 

evmeF's property lll:Qst be Festfaiaed 0£ eeBfiBed ft1:HBaaely te pre•1eat them from fl:HHH:Bg at 

laFge aad te proteet them from injary aad disease. 

25 ill~ A fine schedule for violations of this section shall be established by the board by 

26 resolution. As a means to encourage lll:0fe owners to sterilize dogs/eats, the following 

27 additional procedure has been implemented: When a first offense citation is issued to an 

28 owner of an unsterilized dog 0£-eat for violating paragraph (a) above aadfeF f18Fag£af'h (b) 

29 hefeia, the division is authorized to hold the citation for fifteen (15) working days, 

30 allowing time for the owner to have said dog animal sterilized. If proof of sterilization is 

6 
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1 presented to the division in this time period, the citation shall not be processed through the 

2 county court system, thus waiving the citation fine for the owner. If the division is not 

3 presented proof of sterilization within fifteen (15) working days, the citation will be 

4 processed. 

5 (d) Registered feral eat ealae.ies ia eaftlf)lianee vlith seetiaa 4 8, KeepiBgffi00ptiag stF&y 

6 animals and maiataie.iag feral eats, BFe e*em:pt fi:om this seetiaa. 

7 (c) Any dog found off the owner's property in violation of this section may be impounded by 

8 the division and held for possible redemption in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption 

9 and adoption. 

10 (d) Any dog or cat that has bitten, attacked or threatened to bite or attack a human being or 

11 domestic animal while off the owner's property (which property is exclusive to the owner) 

12 may be impounded by the division and held for possible redemption in accordance with 

13 section 4-12, Redemption and adoption. Such dog or cat may be removed from the owner's 

14 property and impounded unless confined in a humane manner within a secure building or 

15 enclosure and unable to come into contact with any person(s). 

16 * * * 

17 Sec. 4-5. - Animals creating nuisances. 

18 *** 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

(a) It is deelBFed by the b08fti that 8fll::l'Bals •.1t'flieh bite, attaek er threaten ta bite human beiags 

eanstimte a p\:lblie masanee. 

(1) Aey ae.imal v.'flieh has bittea, attaeked er threateaed te bite er attaek a humaB beiag 

•.vhile aff the praperty af the avmer may be imp06flded by the div:isiaa. Sueh cmi-mal 

may be remaved fram the awaer's praperty and iftlf)aooded unless the ae.imal is l¼fl:der 

the direet eaBtral af i-ts 01+¥Ber er eaafiaed ia a humane mBftBer vlithia a seel¼fe 

auilaiag er eaelas\¼fe l:lOOble ta eame iBta eaBtaet :i.vith aay persaa(s). 

(2) Aey easts iael¼Ffed by the divisiaa related te any animal iftlf)a\¼fl:ameBt pl¼FSuaBt ta this 

seetiaa shall be reim-el¼fsed ta the dPt'isiaa prier ta release af the iftlf)al¼B0ed animal. 

(3) The 01+¥Ber af any animal iftlf)al¼ftded pl¼FsuaBt te paragraph (d)(l) herein shall be 

mailed e.-etiee of said iftlf)omidmeat by eertified mwl er Ratified by personal serviee by 

Attachment# __ 9. __ _ 
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1 an aftimal eaat!'el affieer befare the eflG af the fallavr.ng business Elay af the 

2 impauaclmeat, ualess the a•.vner has elaimeEl the impaunEleEl animal. 

3 (4) If the aaElress af the avlfter af aa,y animal impaunEleEl f>UFSuant ta f)ftfflgfflf)h (El)( 1) 

4 herein is unkaa•MI te the Eli•tisian, ar the aaElressee af a eertifieEl letter maileEl f>UFSuant 

5 te f>aFllgffif)h (El)(3) herein fails te elaim aR impouooeEl animal witnm &1e (5) Elays ef 

6 the mailiag ef the eertifieEl letter, er reeeif)t af f)erseaal. seFViee, the di•tisian shall 

7 eause netiee ef the animal's imf)eUflGffleat ta be f)ublisheEl enoe in a Be'NSf>0.f)er ef 

8 general eiFOulatien withi-B the eeunty iafaFmiH:g lillY eaaeeFBeEl f)ersen ef the 

9 impaundmeat between six (6) and fifteen (15) days efthe impeooclmeat. 

10 (5) If an animal impaunEled f>UFSUant ta f)ftfflgfflf)h (El)(l) herein is nat elaimeEl within 

11 fifteen (15) ealenaar Elays frem the impeunclmeat, the impeuaEleEl aftimal may be 

12 EliSf)ased ef in a mlU'Hler aeeeFEiing ta law. 

13 * * * 

14 Sec. 4-8. - Keeping/adopting stray animals eed meieteieieg feNI eats. 

15 (a) It shall be unlawful for any person in the county to harbor,feeEl aae,Lor keep any stray or 

16 apparently lost animal unless he/she has notified the division within twenty-four (24) hours 

17 from the time such animal came into his/her possession. Upon receiving such notice, the 

18 division may require the person to bring the animal to the division for identification or 

19 sheltering, if necessary. ae. animal eeatral affieer may take sueh animal afl0 13laee it ia the 

20 ammal shelter. It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to surrender any such stray 

21 animal to an authorized representative of the division upon demand of such representative. 

22 (b) Adopting stray found animals. The division, at its sole discretion, may permit residents 

23 who possess a stray dog or cat and who wish to provide it a permanent home, to legally 

24 adopt such animal by adhering to the following procedures: 

25 *** 

26 The reEtUiremeats herein must be secured -.lfithie. thirty (3Q) ealendar days after the 

27 lliYisiea 0.f)f)F0\'es the aaef)tiea awlieatien. BxteasieBS may be grantee by the lli'lisiaa 

28 far reasaaable re(luests. Aey Ele¥iatiaa ftem these aaaptiaa reEtUiremeats by the 

8 
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1 petential atleptef vtill ,,aid the atleptiea. At its discretion, the division may refuse an 

2 adoption of an animal if it is determined that the adoption is not in the best interest of 

3 the animal or the health, safety and general welfare of the public. Factors to be 

4 considered may include those factors set forth in section 4-12(d), Redemption and 

5 adoption, of this Ordinance. 

6 (e) F'e-,,al eet hfH'-hererl-efH'-egi•;er reqNirements. 

7 (1) 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

It is 1::1:ftlft"+Vfill fof a.ay peFSea te iateatieaally proYide feed, vlatef, ef ether fofffts ef 

susteftaft6e ef e8:fe te a. fefal eat 0f fefal eat e0l0ey+e0l0Ries 1::1:ftless the pefsea has 

fegistefed the fefa.l eat 0f eat e0leay,le0l0Ries viith the di·;isiea. .Registfa.tiea eeasists 

efthe follev;iag Fet}Uifemeats: 

a.. .Anftually fegister ea.eh feFa.l eat eeleay ·Ni-th the diYisiea. A a0t£triz3ed sta.temeftt 

frem the pfeperty 0\'lfteF a.ad writtea B0tifiea.ti0a te ea.eh eeatigueus pfepefty 

01+l/ftef must a.eeempa.ay the fegistfa.tiea fofffl that a.ffifffts the a.ppro·,tal ef the 

pfeperty ewaef te esta.alish and ma.iata.ia a. fefal eat eeleay ea the aa.med 

property. 

The bea.Fd shall establish a. fee fof the fegistfa.tiea ef ea.eh eeleay. 

If it is deteffftiaed that a. persea is ia Yiela.tiea ef seetiea (e)( 1 )a. h.efeia, said 

persea shall be a.llev,ed thirty (30) days ftem the issue.Bee ef a. ·wtamiag aetiee te 

eeme iate eemplia.aee. :FailUFe te de se shall fesuh ia the issua.aee ef a. eiYil 

eita.tioa and the re·10ea.tioa of the fegistratioa of the fefal eat eoloay. 

b. Assure respoasibility a.ad armngemeftts fof feediag the eat of eat eeloay,leolomes 

regul8:fly throughout the ye8:f, iaeludiag vve~eads, holidays aHd ·;a.eatioas of the 

"fefa.1 eat h8:fb0FeF,le8:fegh'ef." 

e. Stefiliz3e all ea.ts. 

El. Steriliz3e all kitteas 0\'ef eight (8) weeks ef age aHd hefore sixteea ( 16) v,<eeks ef 

~ 

e. Make e,•eey attempt to rem0·1e kitteas from the eoloay by eight (8) we~s ef age 

fof domestiea.tioa and pla.eemeat. 

f. Remo11e a.ay siek of mjured eat from the eoloay,leolomes fof immediate 11eterinary 

e8:fe Of huma.ae eutha.aasia. 

9 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 (2) 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 *** 

g. EO:F ef0f) all eats ee. the left eO:F a.ad f)r011ide either a tatteo (as Sf)eeified ie. seetiee. 

4 11, Deg and eat rabieSi4ieee.se tags) ee. the ie.side right eO:F er an eleetreflie 

animal idee.tifieatiee. de•liee (EAID). 

h. Vaeeie.ate as required hy law, all eats agaie.st mhies (with a three yeO:F ·1aeeie.e) 

ae.d a.ay ether infeetiees diseases as mae.dated hy the eel¼Rty er state. 

1. Maie.taie. f)reef ef sterilimtiee., ¥aeeie.atiee., tatt:00 and medieal reeerds fer all eats. 

These reeerds mest he f)f0¥ided te the di•1isi0e. l¼f)0R reqeest. 

The di¥isiee. has the right te seizei'rem0•1e the eelee.y heeaese: 

a. Of f)oolie health ae.d safety eee.eere.s (rabies, ether zeee.etie ef)idemies ae.d eertaie. 

animal te animal diseases as idee.tified hy the eeHHty f)Hhlie health eRit er the 

eeHHty veterie.aey asseeiatien/seeiety); 

h. The eats are ereatmg a f)oolie e.eisanee as defie.ed ie. seetiee. 4 5, Animals ereatmg 

e.eisanee; er 

e. The "feral eat wherer/earegi¥er" fails te ahide hy these reqairemee.ts. 

16 Sec. 4-11. - Dog and cat rabies/license tags. 

17 (a) 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

(1) 

(2) 

Every person who is the owner of any ~og six months of age or older or cat four 

months of age or older shall secure from the division or an authorized 

veterinarian/clinic ~ a.a adelt dog or cat rabies/license tag in accordance with the 

schedule in subsection (a)(6). The division shall provide suitable tags for sale through 

authorized veterinarians/clinics. 

No adelt-rabies/license tag for dogs or cats shall be issued or renewed until evidence 

of vaccination for rabies by a licensed veterinarian has been presented. Upon 

vaccinating a dog or cat against rabies, authorized veterinarians/clinics shall have 

available for purchase by the dog or cat owner, a county rabies/license tag. The 

rabies/license tag shall be valid for one (1) year from the date of vaccination and must 

be renewed annually. No adelt rabies/license tag shall be valid after the expiration of 

the rabies vaccination, regardless of the date of is~UIJ.D.C~ t # I'") 

Attacnmen _.......:o'-~---

10 Page l O , of _':t...i.:.:O;..,,__ 



1 (3) Failure to secure and purchase a new license ~ tag within thirty (30) calendar days 

2 after the previous tag expires will result in a late penalty. The board is hereby 

3 authorized to establish by resolution the cost for the late penalty. 

4 ( 4) All ~ dogs shall be required to wear a valid county license tag, exeept as pfo•1ided 

5 fof ifl Laws of Florida, Ghaptef 69 14 32, SeetiOR 1. Pu'i'f peFSofl to 1+1trhom a The license 

6 tag has heeft issued shall eause the tag to be securely fastened about the dog's neck by 

7 a collar, harness or other substantial device so as to be clearly visible at all times. 

8 Dogs housed in a secure enclosure may be exempt from wearing the required license 

9 tag while kept in the enclosure, as long as the tag is securely fastened to a 

10 collar/harness and that device is attached to the enclosure. Dogs participating in a 

11 registered field trial, obedience trial~ and eoa-fiffflfttioft conformation show and/or 

12 match are not required to wear such tags during the time of the event. 

13 (5) All~ cats, other than community cats. shall be required to: a. Wwear a valid 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

county license tag, exeept as prn•1ided fof ift Laws of Florida, GhapteF 69 1432, 

Seetioa 1. Any pefsoft to vAlom a The license tag has heeft issaed fof a eat shall be 

eause the tag to he securely fastened around a-heut the cat's neck by a collar, harness or 

other substantial device so as to be clearly visible at all times.:.-;--eF Cats. other than 

community cats, may be exempt from wearing the required license tag while kept in a 

secure enclosure as long as the tag is securely attached to the enclosure or while within 

the owner's residence as long as the tag is provided to an officer upon request. 

h. Be tattooed Oft the inside right ear •Ni.th a ftlHlH)ef that is ftot to exeeed six (6) 

digits. Suell IN:ll'IH)ef shall he tattooed at the owftef's sole expeftse. Eaeh ftUfflhef is 

to he at least one qeartef 04) ifteh ift height and he clearly Yisihle. Sueh oomhef is 

to he pfoYided hy the O'+'lftef oft all official eoWRy •1aeeie.atioft and tag 

e. Be implanted with an eleetroftie animal idee.tifieatioft de'liee (EAID). 

27 (6) Every person who owns ae. aduk-clog or cat in the county shall be required to secure a 

28 dog or cat rabies/license tag pursuant to the following schedule: 

29 

30 

31 

a. On or before the date a dog is six (6) months of age or cat is four (4) six (6) 

months of age; 

b. Within thirty (30) calendar days of acquiring a dog or cat; or 

11 Attachment# _~2--.;;.._--
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1 c. Within thirty (30) calendar days after a dog or cat enters the county jurisdiotioa 

2 eo•refed hy th-is artiele. 

3 *** 

4 ( d) Schedule of fees and payments. The board is hereby authorized to establish by resolution: 

5 (1) A schedule of fees for all license ta~ easts. 

6 (2) A schedule of payments or handling fees to authorized veterinarians/clinics and 

7 representatives who participate in the sale of dog and cat license tags. 

8 ( e) General license tag requirements for 6fflHI dogs and cats. 

9 * * * 

10 

11 Sec. 4-12. - Redemption and adoption. 

12 (a) 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Cats with an identified owner and dogs. All ammals cats with an identified owner and 

dogs that have been impounded shall be held for redemption by the owner for a minimum 

of four (4) five (5) business days that the division is open for public access.,:; e*oept tl½at 

eats shall he held for Fedemptioa ay the o'Wfl:er for ft mimlmlffi of three (3) oaleadar days if 

the direetor determiaes tl½at iflsuffieieat spaee e*ists to hold sueh animals. Notwithstanding 

the foregoing, whenever a cat with an identified owner or dog 8:fl animal is so injured or 

diseased as to appear to be suffering and it reasonably appears that such cat with an 

identified owner or dog ae. animals is imminently near death or cannot be cured or 

rendered fit for service and the division makes a reasonable and concerted, but 

unsuccessful, effort to locate the owner of the cat with an identified owner or dog 8:fl 

a:Bimal or the owner's agent, then the division, acting in good faith and upon reasonable 

belief, may humanely euthanize the cat with an identified owner or dog Ell':I: animal upon the 

advice of ft the division's veterinarian lieeased to praetiee ia the state. If the division 

locates the owner or the owner's agent, the division shall notify him or her of the animal's 

cat with an identified owner or dog's location and condition and such person shall either 

immediately redeem and provide care for the cat with an identified owner or dog an 8:flimal 

or relinquish the cat with an identified owner or dog 8:fl animal to the division. The division 

shall be required to attempt to contact the owner of any cat with an identified owner or dog 

8:fl ae.imal impounded wearing a tag, exhibiting a recognizable tattoo, or implanted with an 
12 Attachment# __ '&-___ _ 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(b) 

(c) 

electronic animal identification device (EAID). Those cats with an identified owner or 

dogs ammals not claimed within four (4) frte (5) business days (that the division is open 

for public access) by the owner shall become the property of the county and may be placed 

for adoption. transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization. 

placed in foster care or disposed of in a humane manner. Impounded cats with an identified 

owner or dogs aaimals tkat he:•1e BO tag, Feeogmzable tattoo, EAID Of otheF identifieatioe. 

of owReFsmp ae.d that are infected with a contagious disease that poses a threat to the 

animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may she:1-l be immediately humanely 

euthanized. The provisions of this section do not apply to community cats. which are 

addressed in section 4-35. Community cats. 

Cats without identification. All cats without identification such as a tag, a recognizable 

tattoo or EAID that are impounded by the division shall be immediately processed for 

adoption. return to field. transfer to a humane society or private animal nonprofit 

organization or placement in foster care. AH feFal eats vfithol¾t identifieatioe. shall be held 

two (2) basiftess days (that the di•1isioe. is opee. :foF pablie aeeess) foF the O\Vflef to Feelaim 

the oat and :foF Fe e·falaatioe. by the diYisioe.. AH fefal oats BOt Feolaimed witme. said tw-0 

(2) basiRess days may be hamae.ely eatham~ed. Notwithstanding the foregoing. whenever 

such cat is injured or diseased and appears to be suffering and it reasonably appears that 

such cat cannot be expeditiously cured and returned to field. transferred to a humane 

society or private animal nonprofit organization or placed in foster care. then the division. 

acting in good faith and upon reasonable belief. may humanely euthanize the cat upon the 

advice of a the division's veterinarian lieeBSed to emetiee ie. the state. Cats impounded 

under this subsection that are infected with a contagious disease that poses a significant 

threat to the animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may be immediately humanely 

euthanized. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the Division from 

humanely euthanizing any cat that is irremediably suffering. 

Impounded animals shall be released when the following conditions have been satisfied: 

*** 

(2) Rabies vaccination and license tag. No dog or cat shall be released from the division 

without a current rabies vaccination and license tag unless the division's veterinarian 

has determined that the vaccination would endanger the animal's health because of 

13 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(d) 

*** 

age, infirmity, disability, illness or other medical considerations. Such animal must be 

vaccinated against rabies as soon as its health permits., e*eept as pr01rided ia seetiea 

4 11 (b) aereia. Notwithstanding the foregoing, community cats must be vaccinated 

against rabies but are exempt from the requirement to obtain a license tag. 

The division shall have the authority to approve or decline the ef fiaal &f'f'F0¥al fer 

adoption or aaa release of any animal in its custody or responsibility. At its discretion, the 

division may refuse an adoption or the release of an animal if it is determined that the 

adoption or release is not in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and general 

welfare of the public. Factors to be considered may include, but are not limited to the 

following: 

(1) Property and/or lease restrictions. 

(2) Insufficient personal identification or address verification. 

(3) Previous or current reported animal offenses or citations. 

(4) Failure to fulfill requirements of previous animal adoptions. 

(5) Number of animals presently owned. 

(6) Conditions under which animals are to be housed. 

(7) Disposition/temperament of animal to be adopted. 

(8) Observations and determination of field investigator. 

(9) Prior convictions for animal cruelty or abuse. 

0 0) Prior removal of an animal for neglect or mistreatment under Section 828.073. Florida 

Statutes. 

01) Relinquishment of ownership of an animal(s) within the past year or history of 

relinquishing ownership of animal(s) on more than one occasion. 

02) Outstanding fees, costs or fines owed to the division. 

Sec. 4-13. - Adoption fees and sterilization requirements for dogs and cats. 

(a) The division shall be responsible for sterilizing every dog andler cat prior to release fer 

adeptiea er redeftlf)tiea except fer those dogs aadfor cats that are a surgical risk or that are 

14 
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1 transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization that has agreed to 

2 have the dog/cat sterilized prior to adoption or return to field. 

3 **** 

4 Sec. 4-16. - Animal bites and quarantining; rabies control. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

A rabies control program, including the investigation of all reported animal bites, may be 

carried out through a mutual agreement with the Florida Health Department health amt 

using the requirements of Florida Department of Health Rules and Regulation, Chapter 64 

-l-0 D-3, Florida Administrative Code; Laws of Florida, CftafJ*ef ~9 1432 and this chapter 

as a basis for enforcement and program implementation. 

Any dog or cat without a current rabies vaccination that a.B:El whieh has bitten. is believed 

to have bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of having rabies 

as Elefineel in Floriela Department of Health. Rl:!les ae.El Regulation, Chaptef M 10 D 3, 

Floriela AEHlllftistfative Coele, shall be quarantined for rabies observation. The owner of 

such dog or cat shall relinquish control of the dog or cat for the purpose of quarantine. The 

animal dog or cat shall be quarantined at the owner's expense for a period of ten (10) days 

from the date of the bite at the division or at an approved holding facility of a local 

veterinarian. It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to surrender any such dog or cat for 

rabies quarantine. Additionally, it shall be unlawful for any person to fail to inform the 

division of any such animal's dog or cats whereabouts if the owner has relinquished 

possession of said animal dog or cat or caused said animal dog or cat to be taken from the 

owner's premises. 

Any dog or cat with a current rabies vaccination that anEl whleh has bitten. is believed to 

have bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies as Elefineel in Floriela Depar.meHt of 

Health Rl:!les anEl R:egalation, Cftaf)ter M 10 D 3, Floriela ,i\aministrative Coele, may be 

quarantined at home. The division and/or the county Florida Health Department health amt 

shall have the authority to grant or deny permission for home quarantine privilege. If at 

any time during the quarantine period the division determines that the owner of the animal 

dog or cat is not able to sufficiently confine the animal dog or cat, the owner shall 

relinquish control of the animal dog or cat to the division. The animal dog or cat will be 

15 
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1 confined in the custody of the division or at an approved holding facility of a local 

2 veterinarian for the remainder of the quarantine period at the owner's expense. 

3 ( d) Any animal other than a dog or cat which has bitten. is believed to have bitten or has 

4 otherwise exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of rabies shall be relinquished into the 

5 custody of the division by the owner pending a determination of final disposition by the 

6 Florida Health Department ee\:lftty health aeit. 

7 *** 

8 (f) It shall be l:lfllavool fer &Ro/ aeg ta bite a human beisg while eff the e'llfier's preperty er ia 

9 vielatiea ef seetiea 4 4(a)(l) hereiaab0•1e, l:lflless the iBj\¼fY er allffiftge is sustaiaea by a 

10 persea •.vhe, at: the time, ,...,as l:lfll&\¥.R:llly ea the preperty er •Nas termemisg, abasiag er 

11 assaalting the aeg, its 01+¥Hef er a fam:ily member. 

12 ill.J~ It shall be unlawful for any person to feed or fail to take appropriate precautions to 

13 prevent unintentional feeding of any raccoon animals •.vhieh have beea aeelarea by ilie 

14 beara ta be a high risk Sf)eeies fer rabies. 

15 .(g)_{hj The following fees shall be imposed, in amounts set forth by resolution of the board, for 

16 carrying out the rabies control program: 

17 *** 

18 {5) Quarantine at the division fee. Owners whose animals are quarantined at the division 

19 for a rabies quarantine shall be charged a quarantine fee. which shall be paid by the 

20 owner at the beginning for the quarantine period. The owner shall be responsible to 

21 pay for any medical care provided during the quarantine period at the conclusion of 

22 the quarantine period. 

23 {hl_fit Except as provided in subsection {g){5). an invoice reflecting fees imposed pursuant to 

24 this section shall be sent to the owner of the animal. Payment shall be made by the owner 

25 within thirty (30) days of receipt of said invoice. Failure to pay within such time shall 

26 constitute a violation of this chapter, punishable as provided in section 4-30, Violations, 

27 civil infractions, civil penalties. 

28 
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1 See. 4 17. Plaeemeet aetl impeuedmeet ef heeeyhee hwes. 

2 (a) 

3 (a) 

4 

5 (e) 

6 

7 (d) 

8 

9 

10 (e) 

11 

12 (f) 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Plaeemeat ef heaey-bee hives shall ae ia aoeef8allee with leeal ~eBiag Fegalatieas. 

It shall ae ualw.vfi.d fer aay persea ta plaee er mCHBtaia heaey-bee hi•;es 1Nithia tea ( 10) feet 

ef the aeuooary liae ef the let ea whieh sCHd hi·1es aFe leeated. 

It shall ae ualw.vml fer aa-y ewner er keeper ef heaey-bee hiYes ta fail ta f)f0Viae, at all 

times, aft aae~e water S\:lf'f'ly wi-thia t\veaty (20) feet ef any lw;e. 

B•1ery heaeyaee ewaer er keeper shall eimse ta ae plaeed at every hi•1e, apiary er yard 

leeatien, an ideatifieatiea siga. Sf)eeifymg the 'eee 0\¥Ber1s aeme, aadress BBEl tel8f)heae 

ft\¼lllaer. 

It shall ae ualawful fer a aeekeeper er ewaer te plaee his,lher heaeyaee hi'1es en the 

preperty ef e.aetlier ·.vitheHt the preperty ewaer's eeaseat. 

The drfisiea may imp0W:1a any aeehi·1es if either efthe felle·.v:ing e*ists: 

( 1) When a 'eeek:eeper has plaeed his/her hi•1es en the preperty ef aft0ther witheet the 

preperty ewaer's eeaseat; er 

(2) Whea the aeehive's leeatiea er eeaaitiea pases aft immiaeat Elanger ta the pHBlie's 

health, safety e.aa geaeral welfare. 

17 ,<\n-y hives impeooaea pHrSHa:ftt ta this seetiea shall ae hela ay the Eli·Asiea fer thirty (30) 

18 ealeaaar Ela-ys. The Eli·fisiea shall sead vflittea aetifioatiea ta the 01.VBer's aElElfess as pestea ea 

19 the hi:r,•e er eeleey. If ae seeh aadress is pestea, the di•1isi0a shall pest a plaeara at the hi·1e site 

20 stating that the hives ha·1e aeea impeooaed. The aetiee shall state that the hi·1es •Nill ae said at 

21 pealie aHetiea if the hi·1es aFe aet elCHmeEl withia thirty (30) oaleaaar Ela.ys. 

22 The 0\¥11:er may Fedeem the hives ·.vithia thirty (3 0) ealeadar days ay pa.ymeat ef the 

23 impeooameat e.aEl Fedemptiea fees. These fees shall ae estaaliBBed ay the aeard ay Feseletiea. 

24 AU hi·.•es impeooaea, if aet elaimea ·nithia thirty (30) ealeaaar Ela.ys, vAU ae sale at pHBlie 

25 aeetiea after aetiee efthe aeetiea is pHBlisheEl in a aevfSf)aper efleeal eire\ilatiea. 

26 Sec. 4-18. - Guard dogs. 

27 *** Attachment# -----
28 (i) General requirements for guard dogs. Page I] ... of_ YD 
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1 *** 

2 (18) No dog that has been classified as "aggressive" or "dangerous" by the division shall be 

3 used as a guard dog. 

4 

5 Sec. 4-19. - Evictions, incarcerations jail teFms, community service adjudications, and 

6 other involuntary occurrences; effect on animals. 

7 In cases of evictions, incarcerations. jail terms e:Yer five (5) ea-leBdar days, hospitalizations, 

8 death, adjudications of hardship or the like from the Florida Department of Children and 

9 Families or other such community service agencies, and/or other involuntary occurrences 

10 whereby the owner of the preperty Sti1ajeet te evietiea preeeediags, the persea te ee jailed er 

11 the sl¼ejeet ef adjadieat:iea, e•+'IBS any an animal is unavailable or unable to care for an animal 

12 and such animal is impounded by referred te the division, the hy the sheriffs effiee er ether 

13 effieia-1 ageaey. The division shall have the authority to place the animal for adoption-stl0h. 

14 ammo-ls, transfer the animal to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization or 

15 dispose of such animals in a humane manner, when the following conditions are met: 

16 (1) Prior to the division's taking any action as described herein, written notice of the 

17 division's intent will be provided to the owner of the animal by hand delivery or by 

18 mail at the address on file with the division or at the last known address. 

19 (2) The owner of the animal shall have five (5) business fifteea (15) ea-leadar days from 

20 the date of the division's notice to make proper arrangements for the care of the 

21 animal, be it by personal claim or otherwise. If the owner does not make such 

22 arrangements for the care of the animal the di'lisiea dees Bet reeeh'e aetifieat:iee. ef 

23 the e•+¥Ber's iBteBt within the aforementioned time period, the animal shall become the 

24 property of the county. di•1isiea sh.all Ra'/e the &l¼therify te earey em the aetieas as 

25 deserieed h.ereia. 

26 *** 

27 Sec. 4-21. - Livestock. Attachment# 9-----------
28 *** 

Page I 3 of L./0 
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1 ( c) Livestock impounded at the division shall be held for redemption by the owner for three 

2 (3) business days. Livestock not claimed within three (3) business days (that the division is 

3 open for public access) by the owner shall become the property of the county and may be 

4 placed for adoption. transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit 

5 organization. placed in foster care or disposed of in a humane manner . ..J4'11Hte'1'itj' le 

6 impe1,1ntl li·;esleek '1''1ll'll'lir,g at large 01' SH'fl)'S. It shall be the eltity ef the sheriff er his 

7 deputies, er any ether lev, eruoreemeat effieer ef the em:m.ty ancl,ler the dhisiea ta piek l:lf), 

8 eeafiae, held and ifflf)eood any li¥esteek foood ta be rueniag at large er strayiag, ta be 

9 dispesed ef as hereiaafter f)f0:Yided. 

1 0 (d) DiSfJesilien 0_,f'impe1,1ndeti li·;esleek. 

11 (1) Upea ifflf)emt:diag ef any li11est0ek by the di•fisiea, the diYisiea shall ferthvfith serve 

12 writtea aetiee l:lf)0H the 01.¥Her, adt1isiag sueh ewaer ef the leeatiea er plaee where the 

13 li11est0ek is beiag held aad ifflf)eooded, ef the ameoot due by reasea ef sueh 

14 im))mmdiag and that unless sueh lh•esteek be redeemed withia three (3) days frem the 

15 date thereefthat the same shall be effered fur sale. 

16 (2) la the e11eat the ewaer ef sueh li11est0ek is unkaewa er eaHH0t be fuood, serviee l:lf)0H 

17 the 0'WHer shall be ebtained l:Jy eaee publishiag a aetiee ia a ae111SJ3aper ef geaeral 

18 eireulatiea where the livesteek is ifflf)eooded (helidays eM:eluded). Sueh aetiee shall be 

19 ia substantially the fullewiag fufHl: 

20 "Te \l/h.em it May Ceaeem: 

21 You are hereby aetified that the fell01.¥iag deseribed li11est0ek (giviag full and 

22 aeeu£ate deseriptiea ef same, iaeludiag marks and brands) is Hew imf)euaded at 

23 (ghriag leeatiea 1Nhere livesteek is ifflf)eooded) and the ameUBt due by reasea ef sueh 

24 iHlf)eUBdiag is dellers. The ab01,'e deseribed li11est0ek •Nill, unless 

25 redeemed •nithln three (3) days frem date hereef, be effered fur sale at f)ublie auetiea 

26 ta the highest and best ljUalified bidder fer eash. 

27 (DATe) 

28 ef Palm Beaeh CeUBty, Flerida." 

29 (3) Uflless the ifflf)euaded li11est0ek is redeemed •nithia three (3) days frem date ef aetiee, 

30 the di:Yisiea shall ferth-vfith gi:ye Hetiee ef sale thereef whleh shall be held aet less than 

19 Attachment# __ ~---
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 (e) 

17 

18 

19 

20 (f) 

21 

22 

23 (g) 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

th•e (5) deys aer mere tftftfl tea (10) 0llo/S (e*eladiag Sl:Hldeys and helideys) and by 

f'0stiag a eef'y ef saeh aetiee at the maia eewthease. Saeh aetiees ef sale shall be ia 

sl:ibstaatially the felle•Niag feFfB: 

"(Ne.me efevmer, iflmevm, etherv+'ise, Tu Wham it May Ceaeem) 

Yea are hereby aetified that the ARHnal Care aad Ceatrel Divisiea will effer fer sale 

antl sell at f'l:iblie sale ta the highest and best (ll:ialified bidder fur eash the fulleviing 

deseribed lh,esteek (giviag full aaa aee\:ifate deseri}'Jtiea ef eaeh head ef li•1est0ek) at 

e'eleek M. (the hel:iF ef sale ta be betweea 11 :00 A •. M. 

and 2:00 P.M., Eastern Time) ea the dey ef at the 

fellevling plaee (vlfti.eh plaee shall be •.vhere the li•1est0ek is 

illlf)0\:iftded er at the plaee pr011ided by the Beard fer the takiag l:ip aft0 keepiag ef saeh 

li•1est0ek) ta satisfy a elaim ia the Sl:iffi ef 

and eare aaa easts hereef. 

(DATE) 

ef Palm Beaeh Cel:iftty, Flerida." 

fer fees, e*f'eases fer feeding 

Livesroek at large, fees. The fees allewed fur impeH:Bdiag, serviag aetiee, eare and feediag, 

ad•.,ertising, f'erseenel time and dispesiag ef illlf)el:iftded aaimals shall be deteffBiaed by 

reselmiea ef the beard. The 01+wer ef lh<esteek is resf'easible fer all easts iael:iffed aad 

f'ayffieHt ef said easts ffil:ist be made l"rier ta the release ef the illlf)el:iftded li•1est0ek. 

Bidder ,eq1,1i,ements. Bidders are reEll:iired ta l"re register and f're Ell:1Wify with the di11isi0a. 

The di11isi0a has the al:itherity ef fiaal appr011al fer the aaetiea aad release ef aay aaimals 

ia its easteay. 

,.%il1,1,e t8 see1,1,e pwehase, o, ina,4,fieient Jitntis to defre>• eerlain eosts. If there be ae 

(ll:ialified biader fer sooh li11est0ek at the sale aferesaid, the divisiea shall either effer the 

li•1est0ek fer adeptiea, er kill, er eaase ta be killed, the same aad shall dispese ef the 

eareass thereef. If there be aay meaey reeei11ed by the di•lisiea ea aeeeH:Bt ef the dispesal, 

the same shall be disbw=sea ia the manner hereiaefter pre•,ided; ana, if there be B0 ready 

sale fer the aaimal, the di•1isi0a shall ferthv+'ith effer the animal fer adef'tiea, er its eareass, 

ta a f'l:iblie iastitl:itiea ef the eel:iftty, state er fBl:iftieipality er ta a f'A11ate eharitable 

iastitl:itiea. 

20 
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1 (h) Obl-iga#en of ewne,. The 01.·mer of aey ifflf)ounaed liv:estoek shall ha•1e the right at aey 

2 time hefere sale thereof to redeem the same hy 13ayiag to the di11isioa all im13ooodiag 

3 eKf)eH:Ses, iaeladiag fees, keef)iag eftftfges, ad,1ertisiag, 13ersoftftel time IHld other easts 

4 iaelH'fed therewith. The o•NBef shall aot eiretfflP,'eftt these reqairemeftts hy ohtainiag the 

5 animal thrcmgh the aaetioa 13roeess either direetly or ift8ireetly. The o•,¥Ber shall he 

6 reSf)oasihle for 13ayi-Bg the differeaee ia eost (shol¾ld there he aey) hetweea the amo\¼flt that 

7 is reeeiv:ed fer the animal at the m:tetioa and that aemal amol¾H:t 81:!e to the eoooty. Ia the 

8 e·1eat there is a dis13me as to the amol¾H:t of saeh easts 88:8 eKf)eases, the owner may give 

9 hoH:8 vfith sHffieieat Sl¾feties to he a13proved hy the di=-fisioa, iH: IHl amo'l:IB:t to he determmed 

10 hy the divisioa, hm aot ~eeeEliag the fair eash valae of sueh li11estoek, eoaditioaed to 13ay 

11 saeh easts and damages; thereafter, withia tea (lG) days, the owner shall iastitute sait ia 

12 eqaity to have the Elamage adjooieated hy a eourt of eeiuity or referred to aj:ury ifreqaested 

13 hy either f)arty to Sl¾it. 

14 (Ql_ftj Equine infectious anemia/Coggins. 

15 * * * 

16 

17 Sec. 4-22. - Number of animals; acreage restrictions/excess animal habitats. 

18 (a) The chart set forth below prescribes the maximum number of dogs and/or cats, other than 

19 community cats, per specified acreage restrictions: 

If Yoe Ha¥e: Less Than 1.5 1.5 to Less Than 2.5 2.5 or More 

Number of Dogs and/or Acres Acres Acres 

Cats: 

1-10 dogs and/or cats Allowed Allowed Allowed 

11-20 dogs and/or cats Prohibited Allowed Allowed 

21-30 dogs and/or cats Prohibited Prohibited Allowed 

20 

21 Acreage determination excludes easements for roads or other areas that must allow public 

22 egress and ingress. All property must be contiguous. 

21 

Attachment# _ _.i,d:~-
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1 (b) References to dogs and cats only refer to dogs and cats older than four {4) eight (8) 

2 months. There are no restrictions on the number of dogs and cats younger than four {4) 

3 eight (8) months old that can be on the premises. 

4 *** 

5 

6 Sec. 4-23. - Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, 

7 grooming parlor, and commercial stable permits. 

8 *** 

9 (b) Permit procedures and requirements. 

10 *** 

11 (9) No permit shall be issued without written approval from the Palm Beach County 

12 Zoning Division or the applicable municipal zoning office to confirm that the animal 

13 establishment may legally operate at the proposed location. er Fefte>AreEl vlithel:lt preef 

14 ef a eurreet basmess t&K reeeipt issaeEl ay the eewity: ta-x eelleeter iH neeereanee 1tvith 

15 Palm Benell CeUfl.ty OFElimm,ee Ne. 72 7, as nmeHEleEl. 

16 *** 

17 (g) Minimum general operational standards. 

18 *** 

19 (8) Animal waste e:,rnremeHt shall be removed by spat cleaning regularly throughout the 

20 work day. (Commercial stables refer to requirements in subsection (k)). 

21 *** 

22 {17) No person shall maintain unsterilized dogs over six months of age or unsterilized cats 

23 over four months of age together without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit 

24 from the division. 

25 *** 

26 (h) Minimum operational standards for kennels, commercial breeders, pet dealers and excess 

27 animal habitats (EAH}. 

28 (1) Record keeping-Kennels, commercial breeders and excess animal habitats. 

22 Attachment# _ __.~......_ __ _ 
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1 *** 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 (2) 

7 *** 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

g. On a monthly E}Harterly basis, commercial breeders shall provide the division 

with the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner of any puppy or 

kitten placed ia the eel¼tlty or a notice that no animal was sold during the 

month. 

Animal housing requirements-Kennels and excess animal habitats. 

b. Animals shall be confined and not allowed to run at large on the 

premises, except with the written approval of the owner of the animal.whee 

heeseel fer tfftiniag anel a trainiag eeatraet has beea sigaeel by the 0•+1mer as stateel 

ia s\¼bseetiea (h)(l)e. efthls seetiea. 

c. Animals housed in kennels shall be separated ia iaeliYiEIHal eages in the 

following manner: 

1. Dogs from cats. 

2. Unsterilized males from females. 

3. Nursing mothers with their young from all others. 

4. Boarding dogs from registered guard dogs. 

By special request of the owner, as noted in the record, animals from the same 

household may be boarded together and may be allowed to interact with other 

animals during supervised play periods. 

d. Animals having a known or suspected communicable animal-to-human 

or animal-to-animal disease shall be maintained ia iadh•iEIHal ea-ges in an isolated 

location where they cannot directly or indirectly come into contact with any other 

animals or the public. 

e. Applicable county and state health regulations must be followed when 

caring for any animal harboring an animal-to-human disease. 

f.Degs kemieleel fer a periea lenger thtm teree (3) menths shall be afferoeel 

preteeth•e measHFes. Kennel operators shall aatify the Eli>tisiaa reg&fEliag aU Elags 

maiataiaeel at their kellFJ:el fer leager than three (3) meaths aael shall comply with 

the following requirements: Attachment# _ _.:;d-....;.._ __ 
23 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1. Notify the division regarding all dogs maintained at their kennel for 

longer than three (3) months. 

1-1-. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3) months. the kennel 

operator shall Aarrange for a professional behaviorist or trainer to visit 

the dog once every three (3) months for the purpose of evaluation, 

therapeutic or obedience training. 

For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3) months. the kennel 

operator shall have a A veterinarian examine the dog e~aation prior 

to the fourth month of confinement; and every ninety (90) days 

thereafter. Dogs not maintained on a heartworm preventative program 

shall be given an occult heartworm test and started on preventative or 

treated for same. 

Each week a. minimum of fifty (50) day a minimum of sixty (60) 

14 minutes of feF play, interaction, grooming and/or training shall be 

15 provided to each dog. Tms may be aone by :r;oh:1flteers, ho•Nei.,er, aogs 

16 with meaieel eoe.aitions prombiting play or training sessions shell be 

17 e:irnluaea frem this rel:J:uirement upon written eertifieation of tile meaieel 

18 eoe.aition by a. lieensea :r;eterina.ria.a. 

19 "'** 

20 (5) Cleaning procedures for (animel ene/.os1;1,-es) Kennels, commercial breeders, pet 

21 dealers and excess animal habitats. 

22 * * * 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 (6) 

28 

29 *** 

30 

d. All areas containing animal enclosures shell be spot clea.e.ea a.s necessary to 

remo•te animal e:,ceremee.t waste shall be cleaned throughout the day and such 

waste shall be properly disposed of so as not to cause a nuisance. 

* * * 

Roadside sales. It shall be unlawful to advertise. display for commercial purposes. 

attempt to sell or sell any dog or cat on any roadside or public right-of-way. 

Attachment#---~----
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1 Sec 4-24. Animal care; manner of keeping. 

2 *** 
3 (1) Commercial trappers are prohibited from trapping domestic animals except for the pur_pose 

4 of TNVR. Any person trapping an a domestic animal shall adhere to the following 

5 requirements Hm-St: 

6 (1) Use a humane trap; 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 *** 

(2) Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and direct effect of wind, rain and 

irrigation/sprinkler system; 

(3) Provide fresh water in the trap; 

(4) Reme:Ye the tl'Elf)f)eS ae.imal •.vtthle. twee.ty feW' (24) he\H's ef eapt\H'e. All trapped 

dogs and cats, other than community cats addressed in subsection (5) below, shall Hm-St 

be immediately returned to their rightful owner, or to a governmentally operated animal 

shelter or humane society in the county. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 

lactating/nursing cats for which no owner can be located shall be immediately released 

at the location where the cat was trapped. For any dog or cat brought to an animal 

shelter or humane society, the person who trapped the dog or cat shall provide the 

address or exact location where the dog or cat was trapped; and 

(5) All community cats that are trapped shall be immediately released at the location 

where the cat was trapped unless trapped for the purpose of revaccination, medical care 

or to address a public health or safety concern as determined by the division; 

.(fil~ Make e¥eey atteffif)t te leeate the effsf)ring ef aay laetatilWfltifsie.g mether. No 

trapped animal shall be killed in any manner other than a method approved in the 

American Veterinary Medical Association Guidelines on Euthanasia, as may be 

amended from time to time-:-; 

(7) Trapping shall occur no earlier than two (2) hours before sunset and no later than 

two (2) hours after sunrise, and trapped animals shall be removed from any trap within 

that period; 

(8) Each trap shall include the name, address and telephone number of the person 

setting the trap on the trap in letters of no less than one quarter (1/4) inch in height; and 

(9) Any animal trapped shall be handled and transported in a humane manner. 

25 
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1 

2 Sec. 4-27. Aggressive dogs, dangerous dogs and vicious dogs. 

3 (a) Classification of dogs as aggressive and dangerous. 

4 (1) The division shall investigate reported incidents involving any dog that may be 

5 aggressive or dangerous and shall, if possible, interview the owner and require a sworn 

6 affidavit from any person, animal control officer, or enforcement officer desiring to 

7 have a dog classified as aggressive or dangerous. In the event that any animal control 

8 officer has sufficient cause to believe that a dog is aggressive or dangerous and that 

9 the owner is unable or unwilling to humanely, safely and securely confine the dog, the 

1 0 officer may impound the dog pending the investigation and any appeal if deemed 

11 necessary to protect the public. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all 

12 boarding costs and other fees required for the division to care for the dog pending the 

13 outcome of the investigation and resolution of any appeal hearing Felated te the 

14 aggFessiv:e eF daageFeas deg elessifieatien. An owner's refusal to surrender a dog for 

15 impoundment pending the investigation shall constitute a violation of this chapter. At 

16 the discretion of the division, a dog that is the subject of a an aggressive or dangerous 

17 dog investigation may be confined at a licensed facility approved by the division or at 

18 the residence of the owner if the division is given adequate assurance by the owner 

19 that the dog can be humanely, safely, and securely confined pending the itwestigatieB 

20 without posing a danger to the public. If the dog remains with the owner pending the 

21 outcome of a dangerous dog investigation and resolution of any appeal hear...ngs 

22 Felated te the dangeFeas deg elessifieatieB, the dog shall be at all times maintained in a 

23 securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming into 

24 contact with any person or domestic animal other than a person or domestic animal in 

25 the immediate household of the owner. If the dog remains with the owner pending the 

26 outcome of an aggressive dog investigation and resolution of any appeal hearings 

27 Felated te the aggFessi11e deg elessifieatien, the dog shall be at all times maintained in 

28 a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming into 

29 contact with any domestic animal other than a domestic animal in the immediate 

30 household of the owner. No dog that is the subject of an aggressive or dangerous dog 

31 investigation may be relocated or ownership transferred pending the outcome of an 

26 Attachment# _..;;;;2 _____ _ 
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1 investigation or any appeal heariags related to the determination of an aggressive or 

2 dangerous dog classification. The owner shall provide the division with the address of 

3 where the dog will be maintained pending an investigation and any related hearings. 

4 (2) A dog shall not be declared dangerous if the threat, injury or damage was sustained by a 

5 person who, at the time, was unlawfully on the property or, while lawfully on the 

6 property, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog or its owner or a family 

7 member persoB ia the immediate hoasehold of the owaer. No dog may be declared 

8 dangerous if the dog was protecting or defending a human being within the immediate 

9 vicinity of the dog from an unjustified attack or assault. 

10 *** 

11 (4) After its investigation, the division shall make an initial determination as to whether 

12 there is sufficient cause to classify the dog as aggressive or dangerous. The division 

13 shall provide written notification of sufficient cause finding, to the owner, by 

14 registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service of process. The 

15 owner shall be afforded an opportunity for a hearing before a special master prior to a 

16 final determination of the classification. If the owner decides to appeal the initial 

17 determination, the owner shall file a written request with the division for a hearing 

18 before the special master within seven (7) calendar days from the date of receipt of the 

19 notification of the sufficient cause finding and if requested, the hearing shall be held as 

20 soon as possible, no sooner than five (5) calendar days and not more than twenty-one 

21 (21) calendar days after receipt of the request from the owner. Said written request 

22 must be accompanied by an appeal bond and any applicable fees for the care and 

23 boarding of said dog ( due through the fifth day following the date of the request for 

24 hearing. The appeal bond and any other applicable fees shall be established by the 

25 board by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the division in the form of a 

26 money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the 

27 county. The division shall provide notice of the hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, 

28 electronic mail, facsimile, certified mail or certified hand delivery. If the owner after 

29 seven (7) calendar days from the delivery of the "notice of intent to classify/sufficient 

30 cause notice," has not filed a written request for a hearing, the f)feeess will f)feeeed 

31 &Bd-the dog shall be classified as aggressive or dangerous. 

Attachment#_...,;), ___ _ 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

(b) 

*** 

(6) Once a dog is classified as aggressive or dangerous, the division shall provide written 

notification to the owner by registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or 

service of process. The owner may then file a written request for a hearing in the 

county court to appeal the classification within ten (10) business days after receipt of 

the written determination of aggressive or dangerous dog classification and must 

confine the dog in a securely fenced or enclosed pending resolution of the appeal. 

The o•NB:er may tae11 file a petitio11 for certiorari i11 tlte Ciroait Court of tae Fifieeftta 

Jadioial Ciroait Coart to BJ)J:leal tae olassifioatioB vAtaiB tairty (30) days after reoeipt 

of a writteB determi11atio11 of aggressi1re or daBgeroas dog olassifioatioB. If the division 

allows the owner to maintain possession of the dog during a dangerous dog appeal, the 

owner must confine the dog in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog 

from escaping or coming in contact with any person or domestic animal other than a 

person or domestic animal in the immediate household of the owner, pending a 

resolution of the appeal. If the division allows the owner to maintain possession of the 

dog during an aggressive dog appeal, the owner must confine the dog in a securely 

fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming in contact with 

any domestic animal other than a domestic animal in the immediate household of the 

owner, pending a resolution of the appeal. Pending resolution of an aggressive or 

dangerous dog appeal. the dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it is off the 

owner's property and must be restrained by a substantial leash not exceeding six ( 6) 

feet in length and under the control of a competent person. 

Aggressive dog mandates and responsibilities. Within fourteen (14) days after a dog has 

been classified as aggressive or an aggressive dog classification is upheld on appeal, the 

aggressive dog shall be implanted with an approved electronic animal identification device 

(EAID) at the owner's sole expense and the aggressive dog shall be spayed/neutered unless 

a licensed veterinarian has examined the dog and certified in writing, that at such time 

spaying/neutering the classified dog will endanger its health because of infirmity, 

disability, illness or other medical consideration. However, the dog will be 

spayed/neutered as soon as its health permits. If there is a disagreement concerning the 

health status for sterilizing an aggressive dog, the division may have the animal care and 

control staff/contract veterinarian examine the dog to determine its eligibility for 
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1 sterilization. If the disagreement cannot be resolved, the division and the owner shall agree 

2 on a third veterinarian to examine the animal for sterilization eligibility. The cost of the 

3 third veterinarian shall be split evenly between the division and the owner. The opinion of 

4 the third veterinarian shall govern. 

5 (1) Responsibilities for owner. An aggressive dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it 

6 is off the owner's property and must be restrained by a substantial chain or leash not 

7 exceeding six (6) feet in length and under the control of a competent person. The 

8 muzzle must be made in a manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere 

9 with its vision or respiration but must prevent it from biting any person or domestic 

10 animal. Dogs that have been classified as aggressive shall not be brought to a dog 

11 park. public park or public beach that allows dogs. 

12 

13 ( c) Dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities. 

14 (1) Mandates for owner. Within fourteen {14) days after a dog has been classified as 

15 dangerous or a dangerous dog classification is upheld by the county court on appeal. 

16 Wn owner of a dangerous dog shall comply with all of the following: 

17 *** 

18 (2) Responsibilities for owner. 

19 *** 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

c. While on the owner's property, a dangerous dog must be securely confined 

indoors or securely confined outdoors in an enclosed and locked structure, 

suitable to prevent the entry of any person other than adult members of the 

immediate household and constructed to prevent the dog from escaping. The 

structure must be a minimum of eighty (80) square feethar1e minimum dimee.sioe.s 

of fol:Jf (4) feet by tee. (10) feet. Such structure shall have secure sides and a 

secure top and bottom to prevent the dog from escaping over, under or through 

the structure. The enclosure shall provide a humane existence for the dog and 

protection from the elements. 

*** 

( d) Vicious dog. 

29 
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1 (3) Vicious dog classification process. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

a. The division shall investigate any incident involving any dog that may be vicious 

and shall, if possible, interview the owner and require a sworn affidavit from any 

person, animal control officer, or enforcement officer desiring to have a dog 

classified as vicious. In the event that any animal control officer has sufficient 

cause to believe that a dog is vicious and that the owner is unable or unwilling to 

humanely, safely and securely confine the dog, the officer may impound the dog 

pending the investigation and any appeal if deemed necessary to protect the 

public. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other 

fees required for the division to care for the dog pending the outcome of the 

investigation and resolution of any appeal. An owner's refusal to surrender a dog 

for impoundment pending the investigation shall constitute a violation of this 

chapter. At the discretion of the division, a dog that is the subject of a vicious dog 

investigation may be confined at a licensed facility approved by the division or at 

the residence of the owner if the division is given adeguate assurance by the 

owner that the dog can be humanely, safely. and securely confined without posing 

a danger to the public. If the dog remains with the owner pending the outcome of 

a vicious dog investigation and resolution of any appeal, the dog shall be at all 

times maintained in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from 

escaping or coming into contact with any person or domestic animal other than a 

person or domestic animal in the immediate household of the owner. No dog that 

is the subject of a vicious dog investigation may be relocated or ownership 

transferred pending the outcome of an investigation or any appeal of a vicious dog 

classification. The owner shall provide the division with the address of where the 

dog will be maintained pending an investigation and any appeal. 

b. After its investigation, the division shall make an initial determination as to 

whether there is sufficient cause to classify the dog as vicious. The division shall 

provide written notification of sufficient cause finding, to the owner, by registered 

mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service of process. The ten (10) 

business day time period from date of notification, shall allow the owner to file a 

written request for a hearing before a special master prior to a final determination 

of the vicious classification. The hearing shall be held no sooner than five ( 5) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

*** 

(4) 

calendar days and not more than twenty-one (21) calendar days after receipt of the 

request from the owner. The appeal bond, any applicable fees for the care and 

boarding of said dog ( due through the fifth day following the date of the request 

for hearing) must accompany the owner's written request. The appeal bond and 

fees shall be established by the board by resolution. The appeal bond shall be 

remitted to the division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's 

check, or a bank check payable to the county. The division shall provide notice of 

the hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail, facsimile, certified mail or 

certified hand delivery. If the owner fails to appeal within the ten (10) business 

day period, the dog shall be humanely euthanized. 

£...&. Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the special master may, at the 

special master's discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with prejudice. In 

such instances, the process will proceed and the dog shall be classified as vicious. 

The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees as 

may be required to humanely and safely keep the dog during any appeal 

procedure. 

Notice of appeal. The owner may then file a written request for a hearing in the county 

court to appeal the classification within ten (10) business days after receipt of the 

written determination of vicious dog classification and must confine the dog in a 

securely fenced or enclosed area pending resolution of the appeal. Pending resolution 

of the appeal, the dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it is off the owner's 

property and must be restrained by a substantial leash not exceeding six ( 6) feet in 

length and under the control of a competent person. If ·.¥ithln the thirty aay periea 

after vfritten netifieatien ef the speeial master's aeeisien is reeei•fea, tl=te e·Nner files a 

petitien fer eertierari in the Cireait Cemt ef tl=te Fifteenth. Jaaieial Cireait Ceart, the 

aeg mast ae hela ay the aiYisien aaa may net ae aestreyea while tl=te appeal is 

penaing. 
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1 Sec. 4-28. - Sterilization program for dogs and cats. 

2 *** 

3 (b) Spaying, neutering of dogs and cats. 

4 (1) 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Every dog six (6) months of age or older and every cat four (4) months of age or older 

within the county shall be spayed or neutered, unless proof of one of the following 

exemptions is provided to the division: No f)eFSOR may O'.YR, keef), or hari:lor a dog or eat 

six (6) moftths of age or older that has aot beeR Sf)ayed or aeutered anless Sl:leh f)ersoa 

holds aft \fflal.tered lieease tag for eaeh WHllteFed dog or eat, anless the dog or eat is 

othervrise exeftlf)t l:lfl:der this artiele. 

(2) .A.Fl owaer ef aft l:lfl:altered dog or eat wiH be allev,red ta maiataia the l:lfl:altered animal 

ia the eeuaty if aey ef the :foUovrJig eriteria is met: 

a. The dog or cat is registered with a national or international club, association, or 

registry recognized by the division, and the owner certifies in writing to the 

division that the animal is being used, trained, or considered for use in a show(s), 

sporting competition(s), or other similar competitive event(s) held by one (1) or 

more national or international clubs, associations, or registries. For a deg er eat 

that is aet Sf)ayed er aeutered dae ta e\:lffeat l:lBe as a shew er eeffif)etitiea deg er 

eat as pre•Aded hereia, the lieease tag fee estaalished by the beard for l:lfl:sterifo~ed 

degs er eats shall apply. 

b. A veterinarian licensed in the state certifies in writing that the a speeifie dog or 

cat is medically unfit to undergo the required spay or neuter procedure because of 

a medical condition, including but not limited to age, that would be substantially 

aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause the dog or cat's death. The 

writing must state the date by which the dog or cat may be safely spayed or 

neutered. The division may extend the time for spaying or neutering a dog or cat 

or may exempt such dog or cat from the spay/neuter requirement based upon the 

written medical recommendation of a licensed veterinarian. For a dog or cat that 

is not spayed or neutered due to a health condition as provided herein, the license 

tag fee established by the board for sterilized dogs or cats shall apply. As soon as 

the medical condition that prevents a dog or cat from being spayed or neutered 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

ceases to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such dog or cat to promptly 

comply with this section. 

c. The dog is currently used by a law enforcement agency for law enforcement 

purposes. For a dog tlfflt is oot Sf3&yed or Beutered ElHe to eurreat ase ey a 18.'.v 

eaforeemeat ageBey for la\\' eaforeemeat pl.HJ)oses as pro•,rided hereiB, the lieeBse 

tag fee estaelished ey the eoard for poliee dogs shall apply. 

d. The dog er-eat is a qaalified guide dog or service animal as defined in section 4-2 

of this chapter. or is part of a reoogaizSed gaidefserviee aaimal ereediag program 

appro•ted ey the di•fisioB a.ad is e\H'featly eeiBg ered or e•talaated to prodaee 

gaide,lserviee aaimals. For a dog or eat tlfflt is Bot S13ayed or aeatered dl¼e to 

0\H'feat ase as a (ll¼alified gaide dog or serviee aaimal as pro:videa hereiB, the 

lieease tag fee estaelished ey the eoard for Sl¼eh aaimals shall apply. 

e. The owner wishes to keep the dog er-eat unsterilized and certifies in writing to the 

division that the dog or-eat will not be bred or used for stud purposes unless an 

appropriate breeder permit is first obtained from the division. For a dog or eat that 

is Bot Sf3&yed or aeatered eat will Bot ee ased for ereediBg or stad pl.HJ)oses, the 

lieeBse tag fee estaelished ey the eoard for 1:1:ftsterilizSed aaimals shall apply. 

f. The dog or cat is used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial 

19 breeder. For a dog or eat that is Bot ttt,8.'ted or Bel¼tered dl¼e to e\H'feat ase for 

20 areediBg pm-poses ey a lieeased hoeey or eommereial ereeder. the lieease tag fee 

21 estaelished ey the eoard for l¼BsterilizSed dogs or eats shall 8f>ply. 

22 g. The dog or cat is being harbored by a shelter. humane society. or private animal 

23 nonprofit organization. whether public or private. whose principal purpose is 

24 securing the adoption of dogs or cats or offering sanctuary for dogs or cats. 

25 provided that the dog or cat is spayed or neutered prior to being placed for 

26 adoption. 

27 (3) A dog or eat that meets the follo•.¥iBg criteria shall ee e:itempt from the l¼B:altered 

28 lieeBse tag re(lairemeats pro•tided iB this seetioB: 

29 

30 

a. A Elog or eat temporarily hamoreEl -.vithln tlus jarisElietion for less than tlurty (30) 

days •.¥ithiB aftY ealeadar year. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

b. The dog or eat is being ha.fbored b . } pound, shelter, m1mane soe1·etv 
erg · · ~, or similRf 

amzat10n, ·.vhether R bl' . t'Q 18 Of Rffvate mLo . . t' • • ~ m se pr1ne1pal R • ~ . ,!Hjlose IS seeum,g th 

eu0jlll8ft of deg,, or eels or offi . "' enng saneta~· fer 8 Ii . ~ 4'89 or eels, jll'OYideli that the 

og Of eat 1:s ORaved t' .I i:>f neutered prior to b . l b . . e,eg P eeetl fer e<lopti<,R 0 , li'!lnSfeRed 

) saeh orgamzation. 

e. A feral eat in a feFal eat eolony registered with the Di1t. . . 
seetien 4 8 of th. h • men "' eee8"88Bee with 

HS e l:0:ptef and maintai 8 . ne m eomplianee ··4th all . 
jll'OYi<le<I the, . A n feljU!femefllo 

e1n. i .. persen ,. ·h . w o reg1:sters a feral eat l obtain eo oey shall eel he¥e to 

an UllElitered lieense tag fer any t . th . ea in ~ eolony pro·liaed saeh 
remmn feral and the eoloB . . . ""'eamttL(s"--1-) 

} reg1Sffatlon is renemed ae UEHl u.n y E• ·ef)' t · 
eat eeleey IIHISI be s . , · ~ ~ .. "' • Jeml 

payedtneatered as pro· ·idea . . < m seebon 4 8. 

If a person on-lfl:S Bf l nB: \¼D:& tered dog Of eat that . . . is not spee1:fieally eJEempted ff 

_......is !""'ilieli h · - the < ere1n, saeh person shall obtai the " B ... llllftllereli lieense leg ~ 
og or eat, 8"" if sueh .,.,.. ... HlleHlls te 85e IIDjl sue!,"""""""' de ~ 

e,ee,liag .. slllEiElia g .. eat fa, 

g pQff)oses, a hobby breed . er permit, kenflel . 

lll'!'lieahle p..-mit i'"""'6 lllllle h. pCl'IIHI, "' ether f ~HS ehapter is rel}Qired in addif 
lie ..... leg fa, eaeh d !Oft le ftJt IHHlltefeEi 

tt uog Of eat. 

(e) Une/.le,-ed deg/-eet lieen • se 1'-eq,,u,-ements. 

(1) A,:B: o•+Vfl:ef of an unaltered a . og or eat 91* (6) months of age or ol 
llflft!ltli - r .. - obtain 811 

(2) 

(3) 

1:eense tag fer the a . og Of eat. The aiYision .. ·n . 
lieeaae leg if the o·• . ,11~ ,s..,. BB IHHlltefeEi 

.mer eomphes with th . . ~ reEl{Hrements set ferth: i th. . 
the ae ..... leg fee estel,Hslieli b . B ~HS .. -B, J>IIYS' 

} . the board, and signs a vffitten s . 

that the deg "' eat will eel b 4atemeet eemfyieg 
e used fer breeding or stud parp p · • oses unless BB • - .. ---th...~ e 81VIS¼Oll. The boorrl . L ...-u IS ttef88)' aata · 

l,y resoMiOB • seheliHI f fi ~ _,,....i le establish 
e oees fer all lieen ta se ~s, late fees fer ii ·1 . 

....., .. , 8"" fiaes fer fi ·1 ~- le bmely 
m are to eomply with s h . aett reqa1rements. 

A al z ..a 1:Hrtered lieense tag is 1tal. a ' I fer a period oftwehie (12) months. 

E·1ery person .. 'Ro fi owns an adult UB:altefea ao . g Of eat in the eoliflh' hall b 
- 811 ....i.e..<1 ,."" ,_ • ffijlHfl!Ei le 

J:eease tag pms t 'l:l8:fr te the follev..tng seheoole: 

a. On Of aefere th a eate the dog or eat is siJE (6) moBths f age;or 

34 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

(d) 

(e) 

b. Withifl thirty (30) ea-leadar days ef ae'll:liriflg a deg er eat; er 

e. Withifl tmt4)' (30) ea-leflaar aays after a aeg er eat eaters the jurisaieti:efl ee•t'erea 

by this ehapter. 

(4) The aaaress ef the evmer shall be f)resumea ta be the resideftee ef the deg er eat. All 

ehaftges ef aaaress mast be Fef)ertea ta the Eli•1isi0fl vfithifl thirty (3 0) ealeRElar Elays 

fellewmg s\¼eh ehaage. 

(5) Any ehaage ef ewftershif) ef aey Eleg er eat, be it by sale, transfer er etherwise, shall 

be ref)erted ifl writmg ta the di•fisiefl by the Rew e•llfter vfithlfl thirty (30) ea-leflaar 

aays after evmershif) ehaftges. 

(li) Any f)ersefl vl'he fails te f)ay aa 1:HHH:terea Heeftse tag fee •uhefl it is dt¼e shall, ifl 

aaaitieft ta f)ayiflg any f)ast Elae Heeflse fees, a-lse f)&y a late f)eaalty. 

Lieense denial o, ,e,;oeetion and tlfJf)eal p,oeees. If an l:ll'la-ltered lieeftse tag has beeft 

Eleflied er re¥eked by the di11isi0fl, a f)ersefl may apf)ea-l saeh aetiefl by the di•1isi0fl by 

fellewmg the awea-l f)reeess f)r0•1ided ifl seetiefl 29(f) efthls ehaf)ter. 

Cor,mH!t'feit-ing o, tles~ing a lieense ltlg. It shall be a ¥ielatieft ef this diYisiefl te 

ee\¼flterfeit a Heeftse tag, ta ma-lieieasly destrey a Heeftse tag er ta frm:laalefltly ebtaift a 

Heeftse tag. 

19 Sec. 4-29. - Hobby breeder permits. 

20 (a) Hobby breeder permits. 

21 (1) No person shall breed a dog or cat or offer a dog or cat for breeding or stud purposes 

22 without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit issued by the division. No person 

23 shall maintain unsterilized dogs over six ( 6) months of age or unsterilized cats over four 

24 (4) months of age together without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit from the 

25 division. The cost of the permit and other related fees shall be established by the board by 

26 resolution. 

27 

28 

(2) Hobby breeders shall: 

*** 
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1 

2 

e. On a quarterly basis, the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner 

of any dog, cat, puppy or kitten placed ia the 00\:lBty or a notice that no animal 

3 was sold during the quarter shall be provided to the division; 

4 *** 

5 ( d) Violations. 

6 *** 

7 

8 

(5) It shall be a violation of this section to advertise. display. attempt to sell or sell 

any dog or cat on any roadside or public right-of-way. 

9 

10 *** 

11 Sec. 4-30. - Animal care and control special master hearings. 

12 (a) The board of county commissioners shall appoint special masters who shall make 

13 decisions relating to any hearings that have been initiated as provided in this chapter. 

14 Special masters shall have the gualifications as specified in and shall be appointed in 

15 accordance with Article 2. Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code. as 

16 amended. 

17 *** 

18 (i) Except as provided in section 27 with regard to aggressive. dangerous and vicious dogs. 

19 .(runy person may appeal a final order of a special master within thirty (30) days by filing a 

20 petition for writ of certiorari in the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court. 

21 *** 

22 

23 Sec. 4-32. - Violations, civil infractions, civil penalties. 

24 *** 

25 ( d) The county clerk shall-:-

26 tB Aaccept designated fines and issue receipts therefore. 
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1 (2) Pravide a l:Hllferm eitatiaa farm serially B\:lm9ered fer aatifyiag alleged ·;ialatars ta 

2 appear e.ad BBS'wrer ta ekarges af ·1ialatiaa af this ek8f)ter. SHek eitatiaa farms skaU he 

3 issHed ta aBd reeeif'ted hy tee di¥isiaa. 

4 *** 

5 (h) All fines ealleeted as a resl:llt af said eitatiaas (e:M:eef)t tease fiaes ealleeted as a resl:llt af 

6 eitatiaas issHed hy ml:Hlleif'al eHl:f'layees f'HFSHant ta sooseetiaa (a) kereia, whiek skall he 

7 remitted hy tee elerk af the ea\:111 directly ta tee Hl:l:Hll6if'ality issmag the eitatiaB) skall be 

8 f'aid iBta tee eaHBty treas\il)' aBd def'asited iBta tee geaeral R:md fer aBimal eare aBd 

9 eaBtrel re·leBHe. Pursuant to Florida Statutes, §§ 938.01, 938.17 and 938.19, mandatory 

1 0 costs shall be assessed against every person convicted of a violation of this chapter. 

11 Pursuant to Florida Statute § 828.27, a five dollar {$5.00) surcharge shall be assessed 

12 against every person convicted of a violation of this chapter. 

13 *** 

14 SECTION 2. SEC. 4-35 IS ADDED AS FOLLOWS: 

15 Sec. 4-35. Community Cats. 

16 {a) The board establishes the following community cat requirements: 

17 {1) All community cats must be cared for on the private property of the caregiver or 

18 with permission of the property owner or property manager. 

19 {2) All community cat caregivers shall have all un-owned free-roaming cats within their 

20 care sterilized, implanted with a EAID, vaccinated against rabies, and ear- tipped for 

21 easy identification. 

22 (3) All community cat caregivers are required to provide certain necessities to each 

23 community cat under his/her care on a regular/ongoing basis. including. but not limited 

24 to. proper nutrition, adequate quantities of visibly clean and fresh water and medical 

25 care as needed. If medical care is unavailable or too expensive. the community cat 

26 caregiver must not allow the cat to suffer. Dumping on the ground or dispensing large 

27 quantities of food more than will be immediately eaten by the community cats present is 

28 prohibited. Feeding areas must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. 

29 ( 4) Community cat caregivers shall make reasonable attempts to remove young kittens 

30 from the field for domestication. 

37 
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1 {b) A person returning a community cat to field must provide the Division with the cat's EAID 

2 number and any other information upon request by the Division. 

3 {c) Community cats meeting the requirements of this section are exempt from the license tag 

4 requirements of section 4-11, Dog and cat rabies/license tags. 

5 {d) The Division has the right to remove or authorize the removal of any free-roaming cat or 

6 community cat because of immediate public health or safety concerns. 

7 {e) No community cat shall be released at any governmentally owned or managed park, natural 

8 area, area deemed as environmentally sensitive land or on any easement adjacent to such lands 

9 without approval from the applicable governmental entity. 

10 (f) Healthy community cats that have been impounded at the division may be immediately 

11 returned to field, released to a caregiver or adopted. Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever 

12 such cat is visibly injured or diseased and appears to be suffering and it reasonably appears that 

13 such cat cannot be expeditiously cured and returned to field, transferred to a humane society or 

14 private animal nonprofit organization or placed in foster care, then the division, acting in good 

15 faith and upon reasonable belief, may humanely euthanize the cat upon the advice of the 

16 division's veterinarian. 

17 

18 SECTION 3. SEC. 4-36 IS ADDED AS FOLLOWS: 

19 Sec. 4-36. Electronic animal identification device implantation (EAID) for all cats. 

20 {a) All cats four {4) months of age or older shall be implanted with an EAID, unless a 

21 veterinarian licensed in the state certifies in writing that a specific cat is medically unfit to 

22 be implanted with an EAID because of a medical condition, including but not limited to 

23 age, that would be substantially aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause the 

24 cat's death. The writing must state the date by which the cat may be safely implanted with 

25 an EAID. The division may extend the time for implanting the cat with an EAID or may 

26 exempt such cat from the requirement based upon the written medical recommendation of 

27 a licensed veterinarian. As soon as the medical condition that prevents a cat from being 

28 implanted with an EAID ceases to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such cat to 

29 promptly comply with this section. 

30 (b) The owner of every cat shall keep his/her contact information associated with the EAID up 

31 to date with the division. 
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1 (c) EAID's for community cats may be registered to a humane society, private animal nonprofit 

2 or individual. 

3 

4 SECTION 2. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT: 

5 All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are 

6 hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

7 

8 SECTION 3. SAVINGS CLAUSE: 

9 Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, all provisions of Palm Beach County 

10 Ordinance No. 98-22, as amended by Ordinances 2001-065, 2003-29, 2005-44, 2008-004, 

11 2009-019 and 2011-005 and all licenses, permits, enforcement orders, and ongoing 

12 enforcement actions issued thereunder are specifically preserved and remain in full force and 

13 effect. 

14 

15 SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY: 

16 If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any 

17 reason held by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, 

18 such holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

19 

20 SECTION 5. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES: 

21 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Palm Beach 

22 County Code. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish 

23 such, and the word ordinance may be changed to section, article, or other appropriate word. 

24 

25 SECTION 6. ENFORCEMENT: 

26 This Ordinance is enforceable by all means provided by law. Additionally, the County 

27 may choose to enforce this Ordinance by seeking injunctive relief in the Circuit Court of Palm 

28 Beach County. 

29 

30 SECTION 7. PENALTY: 

31 Any violation of any portion of this Ordinance shall be punishable as provided by law. 

32 

39 

Attachment# _ _;,~----

Page B9 of" 40 



1 SECTION 8. CAPTIONS: 

2 The captions, section headings, and section designations used in this Ordinance are for 

3 convenience only and shall have no effect on the interpretation of the provisions of this 

4 Ordinance. 

5 

6 SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE: 

7 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the Department of 
8 State. 
9 

10 APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 

11 County, Florida, on this the __ day of _______ , 2015. 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

31 

32 

SHARON R. BOCK, CLERK 

By: _________ _ 
Deputy Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

By: _________ _ 
County Attorney 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

By: ____________ _ 
Shelley Vana, Mayor 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Filed with the Department of State on the __ day of 

______ _,20 . 
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27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
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55 

ORDINANCE NO. 2015---

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE, 
CHAPTER 4 (ORDINANCE 98-22, AS AMENDED BY 
ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004, 2009-
019 and 2011-005) PERTAINING TO ANIMAL CARE AND 
CONTROL, AMENDING SECTION 4-2 (DEFINITIONS), 
AMENDING SECTION 4-4 (DOG AND CAT CONTROL); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-5 (ANIMALS CREATING 
NUISANCES); AMENDING SECTION 4-8 
(KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS AND 
MAINTAINING FERAL CATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-
11 (DOG AND CAT RABIES/LICENSE TAGS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-12 (REDEMPTION AND 
ADOPTION); AMENDING SECTION 4-13 (ADOPTION 
FEES AND STERILIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
DOGS AND CATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-16 (ANIMAL 
BITES AND QUARANTINING); DELETING SECTION 4-
17 (PLACEMENT AND IMPOUNDMENT OF HONEYBEE 
HIVES); AMENDING SECTION 4-18 (GUARD 
DOGS);AMENDING SECTION 4-19 (EVICTIONS, JAIL 
TERMS, COMMUNITY SERVICES ADJUDICATIONS, 
AND OTHER INVOLUNTARY OCCURENCES; EFFECT 
ON ANIMALS); AMENDING SECTION 4-21 
(LIVESTOCK); AMENDING SECTION 4-22 (NUMBER OF 
ANIMALS; ACREAGE RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS 
ANIMAL HABITATS); AMENDING SECTION 4-23 
(KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT, COMMERCIAL 
BREEDER, PET DEALER, PET SHOP, GROOMING 
PARLOR, AND COMMERCIAL STABLE PERMITS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-24 (ANIMAL CARE; MANNER 
OF KEEPING); AMENDING SECTION 4-27 
(AGGRESSIVE DOGS, DANGEROUS DOGS AND 
VICIOUS DOGS); AMENDING SECTION 4-28 
(STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR DOGS AND CATS ); 
AMENDNG SECTION 4-29 (HOBBY BREEDER 
PERMITS); AMENDING SECTION 4-30 (ANIMAL CARE 
AND CONTROL SPECIAL MASTER HEARINGS); 
AMENDING SECTION 4-32 (VIOLATIONS, CML 
INFRACTIONS, CIVIL PENAL TIES); ADDING SECTION 
4-35 (COMMUNITY CATS); ADDING SECTION 4-36 
(ELECTRONIC ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION DEVICE 
IMPLANTATION FOR ALL CATS); PROVIDING FOR 
REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
SA VIN GS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS 
AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; 
PROVIDING FOR PENAL TY; PROVIDING FOR 
CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

56 WHEREAS, Section 125.01, Florida Statutes, authorizes the Board of County 

57 Commissioners of Palm Beach County to adopt ordinances to protect the health, safety, and 

58 welfare of the citizens and animals of Palm Beach County; and 
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1 WHEREAS, pursuant to its authority, the Board of County Commissioners (the 

2 "Board") enacted Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance 98-22, as amended 

3 ("Ordinance"); and 

4 WHEREAS, the vast majority of cats impounded at the Division of Animal Care and 

5 Control (the "Division") arrive with no identification within which to locate the owner, are 

6 never reclaimed by an owner and are not adopted once released into the adoption program, 

7 which results in the euthanasia of such cats; and 

8 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that microchipping every cat will facilitate 

9 reuniting lost cats with their owners or returning community cats to the field, which will reduce 

10 the euthanasia of such cats and the expense to the community of holding such cats for 

11 redemption or adoption; and 

12 WHEREAS, in order to reduce the overpopulation of cats, which are euthanized every 

13 year at alarming rates, the Board has determined that all cats must be spayed or neutered by 

14 four months of age unless certain exemptions apply; and 

15 WHEREAS, spaying and neutering all cats by four months of age, before they are 

16 sexually mature and able to reproduce, will prevent unintended breeding and unwanted litters 

17 of kittens; and 

18 WHEREAS, the Board recognizes the need for innovation in addressing the issues 

19 presented by the overpopulation of cats and, to that end, it recognizes that there are often 

20 community members providing care for cats that have no apparent owner and that trapping, 

21 neutering, vaccinating, microchipping, ear tipping and returning to the field healthy obviously 

22 cared for cats (i.e. community cats) may be part of the solution to the unnecessary euthanasia of 

23 cats; and 

24 WHEREAS, the Board wishes to embrace the concept of trap, neuter, vaccinate, return 

25 to the field (TNVR) as one strategy to address cat overpopulation; and 

26 WHEREAS, the Board has determined that dogs must be controlled by a leash or 

27 otherwise confined when off the owner's property to protect the health, safety and welfare of 

28 the community; and 

29 WHEREAS, the Board finds that it has a responsibility to encourage best practices in 

30 the sale and purchase of companion animals and that such animals should not be sold on 

31 roadsides and right-of-ways; and 
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1 WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the Ordinance to provide for consistency with 

2 state law; to amend certain definitions; to delete obsolete provisions; to reduce hold times for 

3 impounded animals; to provide restrictions on the redemption of animals; to remove regulations 

4 pertaining to honeybee hives; to ensure that all animal establishments operate in conjunction 

5 with zoning laws; to ensure that all dogs deemed aggressive, dangerous or vicious are walked 

6 on a leash and muzzle pending any appeal; to ensure that aggressive dogs are not used as guard 

7 dogs; to amend language pertaining to livestock; to amend provisions related to hearings before 

8 special masters; to shorten the time in which the Division must hold an animal impounded 

9 when an owner is involuntarily unable to care for the animal; to amend regulations pertaining 

10 to trapping animals and to make other changes necessary for the efficient operation of the 

11 Division and in the best interest of the citizens and animals of the county. 

12 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

13 COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

14 

15 SECTION 1. CHAPTER 4 (ANIMALS) OF THE PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE IS 
16 HEREBY AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

17 Sec. 4-2. Defmitions. 

18 *** 

19 The definition of adult dog or cat is hereby deleted. 

20 Commercial trapper shall mean any person or business rece1vmg compensation for 

21 trapping animals. 

22 Community cat shall mean any un-owned free-roaming cat that has been sterilized, 

23 vaccinated against rabies, ear-tipped, implanted with an EAID and returned to field and may be 

24 cared for by one or more residents of the immediate area who is/are known or unknown. 

25 Community cat caregiver means a person who provides food, water and/or other care for 

26 one or more community cats but who does not own, harbor, keep or have custody, control or 

27 charge of such cats. 

28 *** 
29 The definition of direct control is hereby deleted. 

30 *** 

31 Ear-tipping means removing approximately a quarter-inch off the tip of a cat's left ear 

32 while the cat is anesthetized for sterilization. An Ear-tip on the left ear shall be presumptive 

33 evidence that a cat has been vaccinated against rabies, implanted with an EAID, sterilized and 

34 returned to the field. Attachment# ~ ___ ,;;;_ __ _ 
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1 *** 

2 The definition of feral cat is hereby deleted. 

3 Free-roaming shall mean any cat found outdoors regardless of the cat's appearance, 

4 behavior or ownership status. 

5 *** 

6 Humane society shall mean an incorporated organization that has a nonprofit status with 

7 the Internal Revenue Service for which the central purpose is to provide for the protection of 

8 animals. A humane society operates from a business facility on appropriately zoned property 

9 and has advertised and set hours for public access. 

10 *** 

11 The definition of juvenile dog or cat is hereby deleted. 

12 *** 

13 Owner shall mean any person, firm, corporation, organization, humane society, public or 

14 private nonprofit organization, harborer, or caregiver, other than a community cat caregiver, 

15 who owns, keeps, harbors, possesses, or has control or custody of an animal. If the person 

16 purporting to own an animal is a minor as defined by the Florida Statutes, the minor's parent(s) 

17 or legal guardian shall be deemed the owner of an animal for the purposes of this chapter. 

18 *** 

19 Private animal nonprofit organization shall mean an incorporated organization that has a 

20 nonprofit status with the Internal Revenue Service for which the central purpose is sheltering, 

21 adopting, fostering, providing rescue or old age homes for dogs and/or cats or TNVR for cats. 

22 "Rescue" shall include legally receiving dogs and/or cats from shelters or owners, and 

23 providing medical or behavioral rehabilitation for placement into new homes. Breeding of 

24 rescue dogs or cats is prohibited. 

25 *** 

26 Return to field shall mean return to the place of origin, the vicinity of the place of origin or, 

27 as a last resort, to an alternative location if all reasonable options of return to the place of origin 

28 have been exhausted. 

29 *** Attachment#--~---
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1 Sterilization shall mean rendering an animal permanently incapable of reproduction by 

2 surgical or chemical alteration, implantation of a device or other physical means, or because of 

3 physiological sterility, but only where sterilization has been certified by a veterinarian licensed 

4 in any state. The term sterilization is equivalent to the term spay for female animals or neuter 

5 for male animals. 

6 *** 

7 TNVR, also known as trap, neuter, vaccinate, return, shall mean a program whereby a free-

8 roaming cat is humanely trapped, spayed or neutered, implanted with an EAID, vaccinated 

9 against the threat of rabies, ear-tipped and returned to field. 

10 *** 

11 Unaltered shall mean an animal that has not been sterilized. 

12 *** 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Sec. 4-4. Dog and cat control. 

(a) Dogs. It shall be unlawful for any dog to be off the owner's property (which property is 

exclusive to the owner) unless the dog is under the restraint or control of a person by 

means of a leash or other device such as a cage, crate or vehicle in accordance with section 

4-24, Animal care; manner of keeping. Dogs shall be exempted from the provisions of this 

subsection when: 

(1) being used by law enforcement to perform law enforcement services; 

(2) performing services as a service animal, when necessary to be off leash to perform 

such services; 

(3) within a public space designated for dogs to be off-leash such as a dog park or 

public beach that allows dogs, provided the handler adheres to all rules instituted for 

such space; or 

( 4) engaged in herding, hunting, registered field trials, obedience trials or an American 

Kennel Club or other similarly recognized show or competition. 

(b) A fine schedule for violations of this section shall be established by the board by 

resolution. As a means to encourage owners to sterilize dogs, the following additional 

procedure has been implemented: When a first offense citation is issued to an owner of an 

unsterilized dog for violating paragraph (a) above, the division is authorized to hold the 

5 Attachment# __ :;:, ___ _ 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

(c) 

(d) 

*** 

citation for fifteen (15) working days, allowing time for the owner to have said dog 

sterilized. If proof of sterilization is presented to the division in this time period, the 

citation shall not be processed through the county court system, thus waiving the citation 

fine for the owner. If the division is not presented proof of sterilization within fifteen (15) 

working days, the citation will be processed. 

Any dog found off the owner's property in violation of this section may be impounded by 

the division and held for possible redemption in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption 

and adoption. 

Any dog or cat that has bitten, attacked or threatened to bite or attack a human being or 

domestic animal while off the owner's property (which property is exclusive to the owner) 

may be impounded by the division and held for possible redemption in accordance with 

section 4-12, Redemption and adoption. Such dog or cat may be removed from the owner's 

property and impounded unless confined in a humane manner within a secure building or 

enclosure and unable to come into contact with any person(s). 

16 Sec. 4-5. - Animals creating nuisances. 

17 *** 

18 Subsection ( d) is hereby deleted. 

19 *** 

20 Sec. 4-8. - Keeping/adopting stray animals. 

21 (a) It shall be unlawful for any person in the county to harbor or keep any stray or apparently 

22 lost animal unless he/she has notified the division within twenty-four (24) hours from the 

23 time such animal came into his/her possession. Upon receiving such notice, the division 

24 may require the person to bring the animal to the division for identification or sheltering, if 

25 necessary. It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to surrender any such stray animal 

26 to an authorized representative of the division upon demand of such representative. 

27 (b) Adopting stray found animals. The division, at its sole discretion, may permit residents 

28 who possess a stray dog or cat and who wish to provide it a permanent home, to legally 

29 adopt such animal by adhering to the following procedures: 
i,Uachment# ::> 
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1 *** 

2 At its discretion, the division may refuse an adoption of an animal if it is determined that the 

3 adoption is not in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and general welfare of 

4 the public. Factors to be considered may include those factors set forth in section 4-12(d), 

5 Redemption and adoption, of this Ordinance. 

6 Subsection (c) is hereby deleted. 

7 *** 

8 Sec. 4-11. - Dog and cat rabies/license tags. 

9 (a) Dogs and cats. 

10 (1) Every person who is the owner of any dog six months of age or older or cat four 

11 months of age or older shall secure from the division or an authorized 

12 veterinarian/clinic a dog or cat rabies/license tag in accordance with the schedule in 

13 subsection (a)(6). The division shall provide suitable tags for sale through authorized 

14 veterinarians/clinics. 

15 (2) No rabies/license tag for dogs or cats shall be issued or renewed until evidence of 

16 vaccination for rabies by a licensed veterinarian has been presented. Upon vaccinating 

17 a dog or cat against rabies, authorized veterinarians/clinics shall have available for 

18 purchase by the dog or cat owner, a county rabies/license tag. The rabies/license tag 

19 shall be valid for one ( 1) year from the date of vaccination and must be renewed 

20 annually. No rabies/license tag shall be valid after the expiration of the rabies 

21 vaccination, regardless of the date of issuance. 

22 (3) Failure to secure and purchase a new license tag within thirty (30) calendar days after 

23 the previous tag expires will result in a late penalty. The board is hereby authorized to 

24 establish by resolution the cost for the late penalty. 

25 ( 4) All dogs shall be required to wear a valid county license tag. The license tag shall be 

26 securely fastened about the dog's neck by a collar, harness or other substantial device 

27 so as to be clearly visible at all times. Dogs housed in a secure enclosure may be 

28 exempt from wearing the required license tag while kept in the enclosure, as long as 

29 the tag is securely fastened to a collar/harness and that device is attached to the 

7 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

*** 

(d) 

enclosure. Dogs participating in a registered field trial, obedience trial, conformation 

show and/or match are not required to wear such tags during the time of the event. 

(5) All cats, other than community cats, shall be required to wear a valid county license 

tag. The license tag shall be securely fastened around the cat's neck by a collar, 

harness or other substantial device so as to be clearly visible at all times. Cats, other 

than community cats, may be exempt from wearing the required license tag while kept 

in a secure enclosure as long as the tag is securely attached to the enclosure or while 

within the owner's residence as long as the tag is provided to an officer upon request. 

(6) Every person who owns a dog or cat in the county shall be required to secure a dog or 

cat rabies/license tag pursuant to the following schedule: 

a. On or before the date a dog is six ( 6) months of age or cat is four ( 4) months of 

age; 

b. Within thirty (30) calendar days of acquiring a dog or cat; or 

c. Within thirty (30) calendar days after a dog or cat enters the county. 

Schedule of fees and payments. The board is hereby authorized to establish by resolution: 

(1) A schedule of fees for all license tags. 

(2) A schedule of payments or handling fees to authorized veterinarians/clinics and 

representatives who participate in the sale of dog and cat license tags. 

20 ( e) General license tag requirements for dogs and cats. 

21 ( 1) The address of the owner shall be presumed to be the abode of the dog or cat. All 

22 changes of address must be reported to the division within thirty (30) calendar days 

23 following such change. 

24 (2) Any changes of ownership of any dog or cat, be it by sale, transfer or otherwise, shall 

25 be reported in writing to the division by the new owner within thirty (30) calendar days 

26 after ownership changes. 

27 
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1 Sec. 4-12. - Redemption and adoption. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

(a) 

(b) 

Cats with an identified owner and dogs. All cats with an identified owner and dogs that 

have been impounded shall be held for redemption by the owner for a minimum of four (4) 

business days that the division is open for public access. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 

whenever a cat with an identified owner or dog is so injured or diseased as to appear to be 

suffering and it reasonably appears that such cat with an identified owner or dog is 

imminently near death or cannot be cured or rendered fit for service and the division makes 

a reasonable and concerted, but unsuccessful, effort to locate the owner of the cat with an 

identified owner or dog or the owner's agent, then the division, acting in good faith and 

upon reasonable belief, may humanely euthanize the cat with an identified owner or dog 

upon the advice of the division's veterinarian. If the division locates the owner or the 

owner's agent, the division shall notify him or her of the cat with an identified owner or 

dog's location and condition and such person shall either immediately redeem and provide 

care for the cat with an identified owner or dog or relinquish the cat with an identified 

owner or dog to the division. The division shall be required to attempt to contact the owner 

of any cat with an identified owner or dog impounded wearing a tag, exhibiting a 

recognizable tattoo, or implanted with an electronic animal identification device (EAID). 

Those cats with an identified owner or dogs not claimed within four (4) business days (that 

the division is open for public access) by the owner shall become the property of the 

county and may be placed for adoption, transferred to a humane society or private animal 

nonprofit organization, placed in foster care or disposed of in a humane manner. 

Impounded cats with an identified owner or dogs that are infected with a contagious 

disease that poses a threat to the animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may be 

immediately humanely euthanized. The provisions of this section do not apply to 

community cats, which are addressed in section 4-35, Community cats. 

Cats without identification. All cats without identification such as a tag, a recognizable 

tattoo or EAID that are impounded by the division shall be immediately processed for 

adoption, return to field, transfer to a humane society or private animal nonprofit 

organization or placement in foster care. Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever such 

cat is injured or diseased and appears to be suffering and it reasonably appears that such cat 

cannot be expeditiously cured and returned to field, transferred to a humane society or 

private animal nonprofit organization or placed in foster care, then the division, acting in 
9 f.iHachment # ___ 3 _____ _ 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 (c) 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 (d) 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

good faith and upon reasonable belief, may humanely euthanize the cat upon the advice of 

a the division's veterinarian. Cats impounded under this subsection that are infected with a 

contagious disease that poses a significant threat to the animals or staff at the shelter or to 

the public may be immediately humanely euthanized. Nothing in this section shall be 

construed to prohibit the Division from humanely euthanizing any cat that is irremediably 

suffering. 

Impounded animals shall be released when the following conditions have been satisfied: 

*** 

(2) Rabies vaccination and license tag. No dog or cat shall be released from the division 

without a current rabies vaccination and license tag unless the division's veterinarian 

has determined that the vaccination would endanger the animal's health because of 

age, infirmity, disability, illness or other medical considerations. Such animal must be 

vaccinated against rabies as soon as its health permits. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 

community cats must be vaccinated against rabies but are exempt from the 

requirement to obtain a license tag. 

*** 

The division shall have the authority to approve or decline the adoption or release of any 

animal in its custody or responsibility. At its discretion, the division may refuse an 

adoption or the release of an animal if it is determined that the adoption or release is not in 

the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and general welfare of the public. 

Factors to be considered may include, but are not limited to the following: 

(1) Property and/or lease restrictions. 

(2) Insufficient personal identification or address verification. 

(3) Previous or current reported animal offenses or citations. 

(4) Failure to fulfill requirements of previous animal adoptions. 

(5) Number of animals presently owned. 

( 6) Conditions under which animals are to be housed. 

(7) Disposition/temperament of animal to be adopted. 

(8) Observations and determination of field investigator. 
Attachment# _....,3 __ _ 
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1 (9) Prior convictions for animal cruelty or abuse. 

2 (10) Prior removal of an animal for neglect or mistreatment under Section 828.073, Florida 

3 Statutes. 

4 (11) Relinquishment of ownership of an animal(s) within the past year or history of 

5 relinquishing ownership of animal(s) on more than one occasion. 

6 (12) Outstanding fees, costs or fines owed to the division. 

7 

8 Sec. 4-13. - Adoption fees and sterilization requirements for dogs and cats. 

9 (a) The division shall be responsible for sterilizing every dog and cat prior to release except 

10 those dogs or cats that are a surgical risk or that are transferred to a humane society or 

11 private animal nonprofit organization that has agreed to have the dog/cat sterilized prior to 

12 adoption or return to field. 

13 *** 

14 Sec. 4-16. -Animal bites and quarantining; rabies control. 

15 (a) A rabies control program, including the investigation of all reported animal bites, may be 

16 carried out through a mutual agreement with the Florida Health Department using the 

17 requirements of Florida Department of Health Rules and Regulation, Chapter 64 D-3, 

18 Florida Administrative Code, and this chapter as a basis for enforcement and program 

19 implementation. 

20 (b) Any dog or cat without a current rabies vaccination that has bitten, is believed to have 

21 bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of having rabies shall be 

22 quarantined for rabies observation. The owner of such dog or cat shall relinquish control of 

23 the dog or cat for the purpose of quarantine. The dog or cat shall be quarantined at the 

24 owner's expense for a period often (10) days from the date of the bite at the division or at 

25 an approved holding facility of a local veterinarian. It shall be unlawful for any person to 

26 fail to surrender any such dog or cat for rabies quarantine. Additionally, it shall be 

27 unlawful for any person to fail to inform the division of any such dog or cats whereabouts 

28 if the owner has relinquished possession of said dog or cat or caused said dog or cat to be 

29 taken from the owner's premises. 

11 
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5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

Any dog or cat with a current rabies vaccination that has bitten, is believed to have bitten 

or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies may be quarantined at home. The division 

and/or the county Florida Health Department shall have the authority to grant or deny 

permission for home quarantine privilege. If at any time during the quarantine period the 

division determines that the owner of the dog or cat is not able to sufficiently confine the 

dog or cat, the owner shall relinquish control of the dog or cat to the division. The dog or 

cat will be confined in the custody of the division or at an approved holding facility of a 

local veterinarian for the remainder of the quarantine period at the owner's expense. 

Any animal other than a dog or cat which has bitten, is believed to have bitten or has 

otherwise exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of rabies shall be relinquished into the 

custody of the division by the owner pending a determination of final disposition by the 

Florida Health Department. 

If it is determined that a dog has bitten a person, the division shall have the authority to 

require the owner to visibly display a sign(s) at the owner's expense on the property at all 

entry points warning that there is a "bad" dog on the premises. The owner shall comply 

with the sign requirement within forty-eight ( 48) hours of notification by the division. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to feed or fail to take appropriate precautions to prevent 

unintentional feeding of any raccoon. 

The following fees shall be imposed, in amounts set forth by resolution of the board, for 

carrying out the rabies control program: 

*** 

(5) Quarantine at the division fee. Owners whose animals are quarantined at the 

division for a rabies quarantine shall be charged a quarantine fee, which shall be paid 

by the owner at the beginning for the quarantine period. The owner shall be 

responsible to pay for any medical care provided during the quarantine period at the 

conclusion of the quarantine period. 

27 (h) Except as provided in subsection (g)(5), an invoice reflecting fees imposed pursuant to this 

28 section shall be sent to the owner of the animal. Payment shall be made by the owner 

29 within thirty (30) days of receipt of said invoice. Failure to pay within such time shall 

30 constitute a violation of this chapter, punishable as provided in section 4-30, Violations, 

31 civil infractions, civil penalties. 

12 
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1 Section 4-17, Placement and impoundment of honeybee hives, is hereby deleted. 

2 Sec. 4-18. - Guard dogs. 

3 *** 

4 (i) General requirements for guard dogs. 

5 *** 

6 (18)No dog that has been classified as "aggressive" or "dangerous" by the division shall be 

7 used as a guard dog. 

8 Sec. 4-19. - Evictions, incarcerations, community service adjudications, and other 

9 involuntary occurrences; effect on animals. 

10 In cases of evictions, incarcerations, hospitalizations, death, adjudications of hardship or 

11 the like from the Florida Department of Children and Families or other such community service 

12 agencies, and/or other involuntary occurrences whereby the owner of an animal is unavailable 

13 or unable to care for an animal and such animal is impounded by the division, the division shall 

14 have the authority to place the animal for adoption transfer the animal to a humane society or 

15 private animal nonprofit organization or dispose of such animal in a humane manner, when the 

16 following conditions are met: 

17 (1) Prior to the division's taking any action as described herein, written notice of the 

18 division's intent will be provided to the owner of the animal by hand delivery or by 

19 mail at the address on file with the division or at the last known address. 

20 (2) The owner of the animal shall have five (5) business days from the date of the 

21 division's notice to make proper arrangements for the care of the animal, be it by 

22 personal claim or otherwise. If the owner does not make such arrangements for the 

23 care of the animal within the aforementioned time period, the animal shall become the 

24 property of the county. 

25 *** 

26 Sec. 4-21. - Livestock. 

27 *** 

13 
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1 ( c) Livestock impounded at the division shall be held for redemption by the owner for three 

2 (3) business days. Livestock not claimed within three (3) business days (that the division is 

3 open for public access) by the owner shall become the property of the county and may be 

4 placed for adoption, transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit 

5 organization, placed in foster care or disposed of in a humane manner 

6 ( d) Equine infectious anemia/Coggins. 

7 * * * 

8 Sec. 4-22. - Number of animals; acreage restrictions/excess animal habitats. 

9 (a) The chart set forth below prescribes the maximum number of dogs and/or cats, other than 

10 community cats, per specified acreage restrictions: 

11 

12 

13 

Number of Dogs and/or 

Cats: 

1-10 dogs and/or cats 

11-20 dogs and/or cats 

21-30 dogs and/or cats 

Less Than 1.5 1.5 to Less 

Acres Acres 

Allowed Allowed 

Prohibited Allowed 

Prohibited Prohibited 

Than 2.5 2.5 or More 

Acres 

Allowed 

Allowed 

Allowed 

14 Acreage determination excludes easements for roads or other areas that must allow public 

15 egress and ingress. All property must be contiguous. 

16 (b) References to dogs and cats only refer to dogs and cats older than four (4) months. There 

17 are no restrictions on the number of dogs and cats younger than four (4) months old that 

18 can be on the premises~ 

19 *** 

20 

Attachment# ___ ~:-.---
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1 Sec. 4-23. - Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, 

2 grooming parlor, and commercial stable permits. 

3 *** 

4 (b) Permit procedures and requirements. 

5 *** 

6 (9) No permit shall be issued without written approval from the Palm Beach County 

7 Zoning Division or the applicable municipal zoning office to confirm that the animal 

8 establishment may legally operate at the proposed location. 

9 *** 

10 (g) Minimum general operational standards. 

11 *** 

12 (8) Animal waste shall be removed by cleaning regularly throughout the work day. 

13 (Commercial stables refer to requirements in subsection (k)). 

14 *** 

15 (17) No person shall maintain unsterilized dogs over six months of age or unsterilized cats 

16 over four months of age together without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit 

17 from the division. 

18 *** 

19 (h) Minimum operational standards for kennels, commercial breeders, pet dealers and excess 

20 animal habitats. 

21 (1) Record keeping-Kennels, commercial breeders and excess animal habitats. 

22 *** 

23 g. On a monthly basis, commercial breeders shall provide the division 

24 with the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner of any puppy or 

25 kitten placed or a notice that no animal was sold during the month. 

26 

27 

28 

29 

(2) Animal housing requirements-Kennels and excess animal habitats. 

*** 

b. Animals shall be confined and not allowed to run at large on the 

premises, except with the written approval of the owner of the animal. 

15 Attachment# _ _..;..3 __ _ 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 *** 

c. Animals housed in kennels shall be separated in the following manner: 

1. Dogs from cats. 

2. Unsterilized males from females. 

3. Nursing mothers with their young from all others. 

4. Boarding dogs from registered guard dogs. 

By special request of the owner, as noted in the record, animals from the same 

household may be boarded together and may be allowed to interact with other 

animals during supervised play periods. 

d. Animals having a known or suspected communicable animal-to-human 

or animal-to-animal disease shall be maintained in an isolated location where they 

cannot directly or indirectly come into contact with any other animals or the 

public. 

e. Applicable county and state health regulations must be followed when 

caring for any animal harboring an animal-to-human disease. 

f. Kennel operators shall comply with the following requirements: 

1. Notify the division regarding all dogs maintained at their kennel for 

longer than three (3) months. 

2. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3) months, the kennel 

operator shall arrange for a professional behaviorist or trainer to visit 

the dog once every three (3) months for the purpose of evaluation, 

therapeutic or obedience training. 

3. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3) months, the kennel 

operator shall have a veterinarian examine the dog prior to the fourth 

month of confinement and every ninety (90) days thereafter. Dogs not 

maintained on a heartworm preventative program shall be given an 

occult heartworm test and started on preventative or treated for same. 

4. Each day a minimum of sixty (60) minutes of play, interaction, 

grooming and/or training shall be provided to each dog. 

Attachment# __ ,3 ___ _ 
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1 (5) Cleaning procedures for Kennels, commercial breeders, pet dealers and excess animal 

2 habitats. 

3 * * * 

4 d. All areas containing animal waste shall be cleaned throughout the day and such 

5 waste shall be properly disposed of so as not to cause a nuisance. 

6 *** 

7 (6) Roadside sales. It shall be unlawful to advertise, display for commercial purposes, 

8 attempt to sell or sell any dog or cat on any roadside or public right-of-way. 

9 *** 

10 Sec 4-24. Animal care; manner of keeping. 

11 *** 

12 (1) Commercial trappers are prohibited from trapping domestic animals except for the purpose 

13 of TNVR. Any person trapping a domestic animal shall adhere to the following requirements: 

14 (1) Use a humane trap; 

15 (2) Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and direct effect of wind, rain and 

16 irrigation/sprinkler system; 

17 (3) Provide fresh water in the trap; 

18 (4) All trapped dogs and cats, other than community cats addressed in subsection (5) 

19 below, shall be immediately returned to their rightful owner or to a governmentally 

20 operated animal shelter or humane society in the county. Notwithstanding the 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

foregoing, lactating/nursing cats for which no owner can be located shall be 

immediately released at the location where the cat was trapped. For any dog or cat 

brought to an animal shelter or humane society, the person who trapped the dog or cat 

shall provide the address or exact location where the dog or cat was trapped; and 

(5) All community cats that are trapped shall be immediately released at the location 

where the cat was trapped unless trapped for the purpose of revaccination, medical care 

or to address a public health or safety concern as determined by the division; 

( 6) No trapped animal shall be killed in any manner other than a method approved in 

the American Veterinary Medical Association Guidelines on Euthanasia, as may be 

amended from time to time; Attachment# 3> --.:=:::.._ __ 
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1 (7) Trapping shall occur no earlier than two (2) hours before sunset and no later than 

2 two (2) hours after sunrise, and trapped animals shall be removed from any trap within 

3 that period; 

4 (8) Each trap shall include the name, address and telephone number of the person 

5 setting the trap on the trap in letters of no less than one quarter (1/4) inch in height; and 

6 (9) Any animal trapped shall be handled and transported in a humane manner. 

7 *** 

8 Sec. 4-27. Aggressive dogs, dangerous dogs and vicious dogs. 

9 (a) Classification of dogs as aggressive and dangerous. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

(1) The division shall investigate reported incidents involving any dog that may be 

aggressive or dangerous and shall, if possible, interview the owner and require a sworn 

affidavit from any person, animal control officer, or enforcement officer desiring to 

have a dog classified as aggressive or dangerous. In the event that any animal control 

officer has sufficient cause to believe that a dog is aggressive or dangerous and that 

the owner is unable or unwilling to humanely, safely and securely confine the dog, the 

officer may impound the dog pending the investigation and any appeal if deemed 

necessary to protect the public. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all 

boarding costs and other fees required for the division to care for the dog pending the 

outcome of the investigation and resolution of any appeal. An owner's refusal to 

surrender a dog for impoundment pending the investigation shall constitute a violation 

of this chapter. At the discretion of the division, a dog that is the subject of a an 

aggressive or dangerous dog investigation may be confined at a licensed facility 

approved by the division or at the residence of the owner if the division is given 

adequate assurance by the owner that the dog can be humanely, safely, and securely 

confined without posing a danger to the public. If the dog remains with the owner 

pending the outcome of a dangerous dog investigation and resolution of any appeal, 

the dog shall be at all times maintained in a securely fenced or enclosed area to 

prevent the dog from escaping or coming into contact with any person or domestic 

animal other than a person or domestic animal in the immediate household of the 

owner. If the dog remains with the owner pending the outcome of an aggressive dog 

18 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

investigation and resolution of any appeal, the dog shall be at all times maintained in a 

securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming into 

contact with any domestic animal other than a domestic animal in the immediate 

household of the owner. No dog that is the subject of an aggressive or dangerous dog 

investigation may be relocated or ownership transferred pending the outcome of an 

investigation or any appeal related to the determination of an aggressive or dangerous 

dog classification. The owner shall provide the division with the address of where the 

dog will be maintained pending an investigation and any related hearings. 

(2) A dog shall not be declared dangerous if the threat, injury or damage was sustained by a 

person who, at the time, was unlawfully on the property or, while lawfully on the 

property, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog or its owner or a family 

member. No dog may be declared dangerous if the dog was protecting or defending a 

human being within the immediate vicinity of the dog from an unjustified attack or 

assault. 

*** 

( 4) After its investigation, the division shall make an initial determination as to whether 

there is sufficient cause to classify the dog as aggressive or dangerous. The division 

shall provide written notification of sufficient cause finding, to the owner, by 

registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service of process. The 

owner shall be afforded an opportunity for a hearing before a special master prior to a 

final determination of the classification. If the owner decides to appeal the initial 

determination, the owner shall file a written request with the division for a hearing 

before the special master within seven (7) calendar days from the date of receipt of the 

notification of the sufficient cause finding and if requested, the hearing shall be held as 

soon as possible, no sooner than five (5) calendar days and not more than twenty-one 

(21) calendar days after receipt of the request from the owner. Said written request 

must be accompanied by an appeal bond and any applicable fees for the care and 

boarding of said dog ( due through the fifth day following the date of the request for 

hearing. The appeal bond and any other applicable fees shall be established by the 

board by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the division in the form of a 

money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the 

county. The division shall provide notice of the hearing to the owner b_x U.S. mail, 
19 Attachment#__.j _____ _ 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(b) 

*** 

electronic mail, facsimile, certified mail or certified hand delivery. If the owner after 

seven (7) calendar days from the delivery of the "notice of intent to classify/sufficient 

cause notice," has not filed a written request for a hearing, the dog shall be classified 

as aggressive or dangerous. 

(6) Once a dog is classified as aggressive or dangerous, the division shall provide written 

notification to the owner by registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or 

service of process. The owner may then file a written request for a hearing in the 

county court to appeal the classification within ten (10) business days after receipt of 

the written determination of aggressive or dangerous dog classification and must 

confine the dog in a securely fenced or enclosed pending resolution of the appeal. If 

the division allows the owner to maintain possession of the dog during a dangerous 

dog appeal, the owner must confine the dog in a securely fenced or enclosed area to 

prevent the dog from escaping or coming in contact with any person or domestic 

animal other than a person or domestic animal in the immediate household of the 

owner, pending a resolution of the appeal. If the division allows the owner to maintain 

possession of the dog during an aggressive dog appeal, the owner must confine the 

dog in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming 

in contact with any domestic animal other than a domestic animal in the immediate 

household of the owner, pending a resolution of the appeal. Pending resolution of an 

aggressive or dangerous dog appeal, the dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it is 

off the owner's property and must be restrained by a substantial leash not exceeding 

six (6) feet in length and under the control of a competent person. 

Aggressive dog mandates and responsibilities. Within fourteen (14) days after a dog has 

been classified as aggressive or an aggressive dog classification is upheld on appeal, the 

aggressive dog shall be implanted with an approved electronic animal identification device 

(EAID) at the owner's sole expense and the aggressive dog shall be spayed/neutered unless 

a licensed veterinarian has examined the dog and certified in writing, that at such time 

spaying/neutering the classified dog will endanger its health because of infirmity, 

disability, illness or other medical consideration. However, the dog will be 

spayed/neutered as soon as its health permits. If there is a disagreement concerning the 

Attachment# _._3 __ _ 
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1 health status for sterilizing an aggressive dog, the division may have the animal care and 

2 control staff/contract veterinarian examine the dog to determine its eligibility for 

3 sterilization. If the disagreement cannot be resolved, the division and the owner shall agree 

4 on a third veterinarian to examine the animal for sterilization eligibility. The cost of the 

5 third veterinarian shall be split evenly between the division and the owner. The opinion of 

6 the third veterinarian shall govern. 

7 (1) Responsibilities for owner. An aggressive dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it 

8 is off the owner's property and must be restrained by a substantial chain or leash not 

9 exceeding six (6) feet in length and under the control of a competent person. The 

10 muzzle must be made in a manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere 

11 with its vision or respiration but must prevent it from biting any person or domestic 

12 animal. Dogs that have been classified as aggressive shall not be brought to a dog 

13 park, public park or public beach that allows dogs. 

14 

15 ( c) Dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities. 

16 (1) Mandates for owner. Within fourteen (14) days after a dog has been classified as 

17 dangerous or a dangerous dog classification is upheld by the county court on appeal, 

18 [a]n owner of a dangerous dog shall comply with all of the following: 

19 *** 

20 (2) Responsibilities for owner. 

21 *** 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

c. While on the owner's property, a dangerous dog must be securely confined 

indoors or securely confined outdoors in an enclosed and locked structure, 

suitable to prevent the entry of any person other than adult members of the 

immediate household and constructed to prevent the dog from escaping. The 

structure must be a minimum of eighty (80) square feet. Such structure shall have 

secure sides and a secure top and bottom to prevent the dog from escaping over, 

under or through the structure. The enclosure shall provide a humane existence 

for the dog and protection from the elements. 

*** 
Attachment# 3 -------
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1 ( d) Vicious dog. 

2 *** 

3 (3) Vicious dog classification process. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

a. The division shall investigate any incident involving any dog that may be vicious 

and shall, if possible, interview the owner and require a sworn affidavit from any 

person, animal control officer, or enforcement officer desiring to have a dog 

classified as vicious. In the event that any animal control officer has sufficient 

cause to believe that a dog is vicious and that the owner is unable or unwilling to 

humanely, safely and securely confine the dog, the officer may impound the dog 

pending the investigation and any appeal if deemed necessary to protect the 

public. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other 

fees required for the division to care for the dog pending the outcome of the 

investigation and resolution of any appeal. An owner's refusal to surrender a dog 

for impoundment pending the investigation shall constitute a violation of this 

chapter. At the discretion of the division, a dog that is the subject of a vicious dog 

investigation may be confined at a licensed facility approved by the division or at 

the residence of the owner if the division is given adequate assurance by the 

owner that the dog can be humanely, safely, and securely confined without posing 

a danger to the public. If the dog remains with the owner pending the outcome of 

a vicious dog investigation and resolution of any appeal, the dog shall be at all 

times maintained in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from 

escaping or coming into contact with any person or domestic animal other than a 

person or domestic animal in the immediate household of the owner. No dog that 

is the subject of a vicious dog investigation may be relocated or ownership 

transferred pending the outcome of an investigation or any appeal of a vicious dog 

classification. The owner shall provide the division with the address of where the 

dog will be maintained pending an investigation and any appeal. 

b. After its investigation, the division shall make an initial determination as to 

whether there is sufficient cause to classify the dog as vicious. The division shall 

provide written notification of sufficient cause fmding, to the owner, by registered 

mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service of process. The ten (10) 

22 
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5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

(4) 

business day time period from date of notification, shall allow the owner to file a 

written request for a hearing before a special master prior to a final determination 

of the vicious classification. The hearing shall be held no sooner than five (5) 

calendar days and not more than twenty-one (21) calendar days after receipt of the 

request from the owner. The appeal bond, any applicable fees for the care and 

boarding of said dog ( due through the fifth day following the date of the request 

for hearing) must accompany the owner's written request. The appeal bond and 

fees shall be established by the board by resolution. The appeal bond shall be 

remitted to the division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's 

check, or a bank check payable to the county. The division shall provide notice of 

the hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail, facsimile, certified mail or 

certified hand delivery. If the owner fails to appeal within the ten (10) business 

day period, the dog shall be humanely euthanized. 

c. Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the special master may, at the 

special master's discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with prejudice. In 

such instances, the process will proceed and the dog shall be classified as vicious. 

The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees as 

may be required to humanely and safely keep the dog during any appeal 

procedure. 

Notice of appeal. The owner may then file a written request for a hearing in the county 

court to appeal the classification within ten (10) business days after receipt of the 

written determination of vicious dog classification and must confine the dog in a 

securely fenced or enclosed area pending resolution of the appeal. Pending resolution 

of the appeal, the dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it is off the owner's 

property and must be restrained by a substantial leash not exceeding six ( 6) feet in 

length and under the control of a competent person. 

28 Sec. 4-28. - Sterilization program for dogs and cats. 

29 *** 

30 (b) Spaying, neutering of dogs and cats. 
Attachment#_~_;;;.... __ _ 

Page 23 of 29 
23 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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(1) Every dog six (6) months of age or older and every cat four (4) months of age or older 

within the county shall be spayed or neutered, unless proof of one of the following 

exemptions is provided to the division: 

a. The dog or cat is registered with a national or international club, association, or 

registry recognized by the division, and the owner certifies in writing to the 

division that the animal is being used, trained, or considered for use in a show(s), 

sporting competition(s), or other similar competitive event(s) held by one (1) or 

more national or international clubs, associations, or registries. 

b. A veterinarian licensed in the state certifies in writing that the dog or cat is 

medically unfit to undergo the required spay or neuter procedure because of a 

medical condition, including but not limited to age, that would be substantially 

aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause the dog or cat's death. The 

writing must state the date by which the dog or cat may be safely spayed or 

neutered. The division may extend the time for spaying or neutering a dog or cat 

or may exempt such dog or cat from the spay/neuter requirement based upon the 

written medical recommendation of a licensed veterinarian. For a dog or cat that 

is not spayed or neutered due to a health condition as provided herein, the license 

tag fee established by the board for sterilized dogs or cats shall apply. As soon as 

the medical condition that prevents a dog or cat from being spayed or neutered 

ceases to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such dog or cat to promptly 

comply with this section. 

c. The dog is currently used by a law enforcement agency for law enforcement 

purposes. 

d. The dog is a guide dog or service animal as defined in section 4-2 of this chapter. 

e. The owner wishes to keep the dog unsterilized and certifies in writing to the 

division that the dog will not be bred or used for stud purposes unless an 

appropriate breeder permit is first obtained from the division. 

f. The dog or cat is used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial 

breeder. 

g. The dog or cat is being harbored by a shelter, humane society, or private animal 

nonprofit organization, whether public or private, whose principal purpose is 

24 
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1 

2 

3 

securing the adoption of dogs or cats or offering sanctuary for dogs or cats, 

provided that the dog or cat is spayed or neutered prior to being placed for 

adoption. 

4 

5 Sec. 4-29. - Hobby breeder permits. 

6 (a) Hobby breeder permits. 

7 (1) No person shall breed a dog or cat or offer a dog or cat for breeding or stud purposes 

8 without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit issued by the division. No person 

9 shall maintain unsterilized dogs over six ( 6) months of age or unsterilized cats over four 

10 (4) months of age together without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit from the 

11 division. The cost of the permit and other related fees shall be established by the board by 

12 resolution. 

13 (2) Hobby breeders shall: 

14 *** 

15 

16 

e. On a quarterly basis, the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner 

of any dog, cat, puppy or kitten placed or a notice that no animal was sold during 

17 the quarter shall be provided to the division; 

18 *** 

19 ( d) Violations. 

20 *** 

21 (5) It shall be a violation of this section to advertise, display, attempt to sell or sell 

22 any dog or cat on any roadside or public right-of-way. 

23 *** 

24 Sec. 4-30. - Animal care and control special master hearings. 

25 (a) The board of county commissioners shall appoint special masters who shall make 

26 decisions relating to any hearings that have been initiated as provided in this chapter. 

27 Special masters shall have the qualifications as specified in and shall be appointed in 
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1 accordance with Article 2, Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code, as 

2 amended. 

3 *** 

4 (i) Except as provided in section 27 with regard to aggressive, dangerous and vicious dogs, 

5 (a)ny person may appeal a final order of a special master within thirty (30) days by filing a 

6 petition for writ of certiorari in the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court. 

7 *** 

8 Sec. 4-32. - Violations, civil infractions, civil penalties. 

9 *** 

10 ( d) The county clerk shall accept designated fines and issue receipts therefore. 

11 *** 

12 (h) Pursuant to Florida Statutes, §§ 938.01 and 938.19, mandatory costs shall be assessed 

13 against every person convicted of a violation of this chapter. Pursuant to Florida Statute § 

14 828.27, a five dollar ($5.00) surcharge shall be assessed against every person convicted of 

15 a violation of this chapter. 

16 *** 

17 SECTION 2. SEC. 4-35 IS ADDED AS FOLLOWS: 

18 Sec. 4-35. Community Cats. 

19 (a) The board establishes the following community cat requirements: 

20 (1) All community cats must be cared for on the private property of the caregiver or 

21 with permission of the property owner or property manager. 

22 (2) All community cat caregivers shall have all un-owned free-roaming cats within their 

23 care sterilized, implanted with a EAID, vaccinated against rabies, and ear- tipped for 

24 easy identification. 

25 (3) All community cat caregivers are required to provide certain necessities to each 

26 community cat under his/her care on a regular/ongoing basis, including, but not limited 

27 to, proper nutrition, adequate quantities of visibly clean and fresh water and medical 

28 care as needed. If medical care is unavailable or too expensive, the community cat 

29 caregiver must not allow the cat to suffer. Dumping on the ground or dispensing large 
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1 quantities of food more than will be immediately eaten by the community cats present is 

2 prohibited. Feeding areas must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. 

3 ( 4) Community cat caregivers shall make reasonable attempts to remove young kittens 

4 from the field for domestication. 

5 (b) A person returning a community cat to field must provide the Division with the cat's EAID 

6 number and any other information upon request by the Division. 

7 ( c) Community cats meeting the requirements of this section are exempt from the license tag 

8 requirements of section 4-11, Dog and cat rabies/license tags. 

9 ( d) The Division has the right to remove or authorize the removal of any free-roaming cat or 

10 community cat because of immediate public health or safety concerns. 

11 (e) No community cat shall be released at any governmentally owned or managed park, natural 

12 area, area deemed as environmentally sensitive land or on any easement adjacent to such lands 

13 without approval from the applicable governmental entity. 

14 (f) Healthy community cats that have been impounded at the division may be immediately 

15 returned to field, released to a caregiver or adopted. Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever 

16 such cat is visibly injured or diseased and appears to be suffering and it reasonably appears that 

17 such cat cannot be expeditiously cured and returned to field, transferred to a humane society or 

18 private animal nonprofit organization or placed in foster care, then the division, acting in good 

19 faith and upon reasonable belief, may humanely euthanize the cat upon the advice of the 

20 division's veterinarian. 

21 

22 SECTION 3. SEC. 4-36 IS ADDED AS FOLLOWS: 

23 Sec. 4-36. Electronic animal identification device implantation (EAID) for all cats. 

24 (a) All cats four (4) months of age or older shall be implanted with an EAID, unless a 

25 veterinarian licensed in the state certifies in writing that a specific cat is medically unfit to 

26 be implanted with an EAID because of a medical condition, including but not limited to 

27 age, that would be substantially aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause the 

28 cat's death. The writing must state the date by which the cat may be safely implanted with 

29 an EAID. The division may extend the time for implanting the cat with an EAID or may 

30 exempt such cat from the requirement based upon the written medical recommendation of 

31 a licensed veterinarian. As soon as the medical condition that prevents a cat from being 

27 
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1 implanted with an EAID ceases to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such cat to 

2 promptly comply with this section. 

3 (b) The owner of every cat shall keep his/her contact information associated with the EAID up 

4 to date with the division. 

5 (c) EAID's for community cats may be registered to a humane society, private animal nonprofit 

6 or individual. 

7 

8 SECTION 2. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT: 

9 All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are 

10 hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

11 

12 SECTION 3. SAVINGS CLAUSE: 

13 Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, all provisions of Palm Beach County 

14 Ordinance No. 98-22, as amended by Ordinances 2001-065, 2003-29, 2005-44, 2008-004, 

15 2009-019 and 2011-005 and all licenses, permits, enforcement orders, and ongoing 

16 enforcement actions issued thereunder are specifically preserved and remain in full force and 

17 effect. 

18 

19 SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY: 

20 If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any 

21 reason held by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, 

22 such holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

SECTION 5. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES: 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Palm Beach 

County Code. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish 

such, and the word ordinance may be changed to section, article, or other appropriate word. 

SECTION 6. ENFORCEMENT: 

This Ordinance is enforceable by all means provided by law. Additionally, the County 

may choose to enforce this Ordinance by seeking injunctive relief in the Circuit Court of Palm 

Beach County. 
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1 

2 SECTION 7. PENALTY: 

3 Any violation of any portion of this Ordinance shall be punishable as provided by law. 

4 

5 SECTION 8. CAPTIONS: 

6 The captions, section headings, and section designations used in this Ordinance are for 

7 convenience only and shall have no effect on the interpretation of the provisions of this 

8 Ordinance. 

9 

10 SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE: 

11 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the Department of 
12 State. 
13 

14 APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 

15 County, Florida, on this the __ day of ______ ~ 2015. 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 

39 

40 

SHARON R. BOCK, CLERK 

By: _________ _ 
Deputy Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

By: _________ _ 
County Attorney 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

By: ____________ _ 
Shelley Vana, Mayor 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Filed with the Department of State on the __ day of 

______ _,20 . 
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