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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF I 

i 

-I 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to approve: a ne!otiated settlement offer in the 
amount of $23,284 for the full satisfaction of a Code Enforcement L1·ien that was entered against Law Star, LLC on April 9, 2015. 

Summary: The Code Enforcement Special Magistrate (CESM) entered an Order on October 1, 2014 
I on property owned by Law Star, LLC giving them until January 29, 2015 to bring the property 

located at 11891 US Highway 1, North Palm Beach into full Code Compliance. The property had 
been cited for expired building permits. Compliance with the CESMf Order was not achieved by the 
ordered compliance date and a fine in the amount of $100 per day hras imposed. The CESM then 
entered a claim of lien against Law Star, LLC on April 9, 2015J Code Enforcement issued an 
Affidavit of Compliance for the property stating that as of August 31, 2016 the code violations had 
been fully corrected. The total accrued lien amount through Augu~t 31, 2016, the date in which 
settlement discussions began, totaled $69,858.82, of which Law Star, LLC has agreed to pay the 
County $23,284 for full settlement of their outstanding Code Enforlement Lien. District 1 (PM). 

Background and Policy Issues: The initial violations that gave rise o this Code Enforcement Lien were for eleven (11) Building Permits that were not finaled and ha, subsequently expired. At the 
I time of the Code Enforcement Hearing, three (3) expired permits had not been resolved. The Special 

Magistrate gave Law Star, LLC until January 29, 2015 to brink the property into full code 
compliance or a fine of $100.00 per day would begin to accrue. A !follow-up inspection by Code 
Enforcement on February 3, 2015 confirmed that the property was Jtill not in compliance. A code 
lien was then entered against Law Star, LLC on April 9, 2015. Code Enforcement issued an Affidavit 
of Compliance for the property stating that as of August 31, 2016~1 the code violations had been 
corrected. The Collections Section of OFMB (Collections) was irst contacted by Mr. Curtis 
Shenkman, Partner ofLaw Star, LLC, on August 31, 2016 to discus the outstanding code case and 
lien balance. Collections, after extensive review, evaluation, and disctlssions with Mr. Shenkman and 
Code Enforcement, has agreed to present a proposed settlement offer in the amount of$23,284 to the 
Board for approval which is 33% of the total lien. 

( continued on page 3) 

Attachments: none 

Recommended by: 

Approved by: 

Date 



II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSJ 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Fiscal Years 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 
Capital Expenditures 
Operating Costs 

External Revenues {$23,284.00} 
Program Income (County) 
In-Kind Match (County) 
NET FISCAL IMP ACT ($23,284.00} 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) 

'1 

I 

Is Item Included In Current Budget? Yes~ No j 
Budget Account No.:Fund 0001 Department 600 Unit 6241 Object 5900 -i--

Reporting Category ___ _ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Im act: 

I 
'1 

C. Departmental Fiscal Review: 

III. REVIEW COMMENTS I 

II 

A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Dev. and Control CommJnts: 
I, 

I 

I NIA 
Contdct Dev. and Control 

I 
I 

B. Legal Sufficiency: 

Assistant County Attorney 

C. Other Department Review: 

NIA 
Department Director 

This summary is not to be used as a basis for payment 
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The factors considered during staffs review and evaluation of this settlement are as follows: 

1. The initial Notice of Violation was issued for eleven (11) exlpired building permits that had 
not been properly closed out. By the time of the CESM Hekring on October 1, 2014, only 
three (3) expired permits remained unresolved of whicH two (2) pre-dated Lawstar's 
ownership and one (1) which had been issued under their o-¼nership: 

a. 1992 air conditioning (hvac) permit, 
b. 1993 permit for alterations and renovations, 
c. 2005 permit for alterations and renovations. 

1 

Due to some miscommun~cations within the ownership grJI p, there were delays in getting 
these final three (3) expired permits properly closed out. 

2. In August of 2016, the lien was discovered by Mr. Shenkm as the building was being sold. 
He immediately contacted the Building Department to r~solve the remaining three (3) 
inactive permits which were closed as of August 31, 2016. 1

1 

3. The expired 1992 HVAC permit was determined to be moo~ as the HV AC units under this 
permit were replaced and passed inspection under a 2005 Hi AC permit. The 1993 building 
alterations permit was re-activated and a Certificate of ComJletion was issued within two (2) 
weeks of re-activation. The expired 2005 building alterationI permit was quickly resolved as 
the renovations permitted under this building permit were tever done and the permit was 
cancelled. 

4. The settlement, if approved, will be paid out of the proceed from the sale of the property. 

An Affidavit of Compliance was issued by Code Enforcement statilg that the cited code violations 
were fully corrected as of August 31, 2016 and that the property Jas in full compliance with the 
CESM's Order. Further, the cited violations did not involve any heklth/safety issues. 

In light of the above stated circumstances, Staff believes that the prlposed settlement is fair and in 
the best interest of Palm Beach County. 

I 

Settlement offers that reduce any debt amount due to Palm BeaJ County by more than $2,500 
require the approval of the Board of County Commissioners, per Countywide PPM# CW-F-048. 


