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PALM BEACH COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

Meeting Date: December 20, 2016 J Consent ?ﬂ Regular
[1 Workshop |[] Public Hearing

Department:  Planning, Zoning and Building
Submitted By: Building Division
Submitted For: Building Division

EXECUTIVE BRIEF

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to: Amend the 2017 Palm Beach County
Legislative Agenda to address the organizations that can nominate local construction industry
representatives to serve on the Building Code Advisory Board of Palm Beach County (BCAB).

Summary: The current language in Chapter 2001-323, Section 6, of the Laws of Florida requires that
seven (7) industry representatives must be nominated by the Construction Industry Management Council
of Palm Beach (CIMC). The CIMC was last active in 2014 and was dissolved administratively in 2016 by
the Florida Division of Corporations. As a result, County staff is unable to secure nominations to fill vacant
industry seats on BCAB. Because two (2) industry seats are currently vacant, industry representation on
BCAB is lessened and it has become difficult to establish a quorum in order for BCAB to hear issues, or
to offer technical advisories, evaluate products, or offer interpretations. The proposed changes to the law
are intended allow the seven (7) industry representatives to be nominated by existing local chapters of
national or regional construction industry trade associations. Countywide (SF)

Background and Justification: BCAB was established by a Special Act of the Florida Legijslature
originally in 1974, and most recently amended in 2001. BCAB is comprised of sixteen (16) members
appointed by the Board of County Commissioners. The members are comprised of seven (7) Building
Officials, one (1) from each County Commission District, appointed from nominations submitted by the
Building Officials Association of Palm Beach County. There are also seven (7) industry representatives
representing the various construction trades appointed from nominations submitted by the Construction
Industry Management Council of Palm Beach County. One (1) member is a Registered Architect appointed
from a nomination submitted by the Palm Beach Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. One (1
member is a professional engineer appointed from nominees submitted by the Palm Beach Chapter of
the Florida Engineering Society. 1 3

The Building Code Advisory Board was created to advise the Palm Beach County Commission and other
local governments in Palm Beach County regarding the adoption and consistent application of building
codes, and the adoption of administrative or technical amendments to the Florida Building Code| BCAB
also exists to advise local governments how to improve and standardize construction code enforcement
and advise local governments on evaluation of new and innovative materials, products, systems, or
methods of construction for compliance with the Florida Building Code, and any changes to the Code.

Because the CIMC no longer exists, staff is asking for the Laws of Florida to be amended in order to allow
the seven (7) industry representatives to be nominated by existing local chapters of national or regional
construction industry trade organizations.
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EISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS
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Summary Fact Sheet
|
Summary: The bill amends existing language in Chapter 2001-323, Section 6, of the Law
Florida which determines what organization(s) will nominate local construction indu

representatives to serve on the Building Code Advisory Board of Palm Beach County (BC/

The current law requires that seven (7) industry represfentatives must be | nominated by
Construction Industry Management Council of Paim Beach (CIMC). Unfortunately, the CIM
no longer a viable industry organization, and County staff is unable to secure% nominations t
vacant industry seats on BCAB. Because two (2) industry seats are currently vacant, indu

representation on BCAB is lessened and it has become difficult to establish|a quorum in o

for BCAB to hear issues, or to offer technical advisories, evaluate broducts, or offer

interpretations. The proposed changes to the law are intended allow the seven (7) indu
representatives to be nominated by existing local chapters of national or regional construc
industry trade associations. |

Background: BCAB was established by a Special Act of the Florida Legis}lature originall
1974, and most recently amended in 2001. BCAB is comprised of sixtqen (16) memk
appointed by the Board of County Commissioners. The members are comprised of seven
Building Officials, one (1) from each County Commission| District, appointed from nominati
submitted by the Building Officials Association of Palm Beach County. There‘are also seven
industry representatives representing the various cbnstruction trades appointed fi
nominations submitted by the Construction Industry Management Council of Palm! Be

County. One (1) member is a Registered Architect appoilhted from a nominétion submitteo

the Palm Beach Chapter of the American Institute 01‘7 Architects. One i(1) member i
professional engineer appointed from nominees submitted by the Palm Begch Chapter of

Florida Engineering Society. ; |

} |

The Building Code Advisory Board was created to advise {the Palm Beach C;ounty Commiss
and other local governments in Palm Beach County regarding the adoption and consis
application of building codes, and the adoption of administrative or technical amendments to
Florida Building Code. BCAB also exists to advise local governments ho,W to improve

standardize construction code enforcement and advise local governments on evaluation of 1
and innovative materials, products, systems, or methods of construction for c}ompliance with
Florida Building Code, and any changes to the Code. | Pursuant to Section 553.73(4)(
Florida Statutes, BCAB can also act as the countywide compliance review board by inter-I¢
agreement. In accordance with Section 553.842, Florida Statutes, and tHe Florida Builg

Commission’s rules, BCAB also has the authority to eValuate new or ex‘isting products

O

systems. Board recommendations and compliance reports concerning new and existing
products or systems are advisory in nature for the municipalities within Palm Beach County, and

do not form the basis of a local or statewide approval.
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