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DIVISION OF CODE ENFORCEMENT 

I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to adopt: an Ordinance of the Board of 
County Commissioners (BCC) of Palm Beach County, Florida, amending Chapter 14 of 
the Palm Beach County Code (Ordinances 2003-051, 2005-061, 2009-009, and 2012-
008) pertaining to property maintenance; amending Section 14-3 (Duties and Powers of 
the Code Official); amending Section 14-22 (General Definitions); amending Section 14-
31 (General); amending Section 14-32 (Exterior Property Areas); amending Section 14-
36 (Extermination); amending Section 14-61 (Definitions); amending Section 14-62 
(Nuisances Declared); amending Section 14-63 (Nuisance To Be Abated); amending 
Section 14-64 (Procedure For Enforcement); amending Section 14-67 (Notice Of 
Assessment); providing for savings clause; providing for repeal of laws in conflict; 
providing for severability; providing for inclusion in the Code of Laws and Ordinances; 
providing for enforcement; providing for penalty; providing for captions; and providing for 
an effective date. 

Summary: This Ordinance revises provisions in the Property Maintenance Code (PMC) 
to improve public safety and welfare, provide for definitions consistent with recent Unified 
Land Development Code (ULDC) changes, ensure that developed and vacant properties 
and abandoned golf courses meet minimum maintenance requirements, update 
swimming pool barrier requirements, require owners of multiple occupancy structures to 
provide for extermination within the structure and make changes recommended by the 
County Attorney's Office. Based on multiple discussions with the BCC with regard to 
abandoned golf courses, this Ordinance requires grass, weeds and low-growing 
vegetation on abandoned or inactive golf courses to be mowed to 7 inches on the first 25 
feet from the property line and 18 inches on the remainder of the property. On July 10, 
2018, the BCC held a preliminary reading of this ordinance and authorized advertising for 
public hearing. Unincorporated (SF). 

Background and Policy Issues: See page 3. 

Attachments: 
1. Proposed Ordinance Revisions 

Recommended b~------~_...._l\_€1) l_t_ 
r:r;ent ~tor Date 
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II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Fiscal Years 2018 2019 

Capital 
Expenditures 
Operating Costs 
External 
Revenues 
Program 
Income( County) 
In-Kind 
Match( County 
NET FISCAL 
IMPACT 
#ADDITIONAL 
FTE 
POSITIONS 
(CUMULATIVE 

Is Item Included in Current Budget? 
Does this item include the use of federal funds? 

Budget Account No: 
Fund Agency Organization 

2020 

Object 

Yes 
Yes 

2021 

No_x__ 
No_x__ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 
No Fiscal impact associated with this agenda item. 

C. Departmental Fiscal Review: 

4 6?~&~ 
Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS: 

B. Legal Sufficiency 

~:?>=z 
Assistant County Attorney 

C. Other Department Review 

Department Director 

SUMMARY IS NOT TO BE USED AS A B/\-SKS FOR P 

2022 



Background and Policy Issues continued from page 1. 

This Ordinance provides the following changes to the PMC: 

1) Removes language relieving code enforcement officers of personal responsibility 
for damage occurring in the discharge of official duties as an officer's immunity 
from suit is as provided in Section 768.28, Florida Statutes; 

2) Relocates definitions within the PMC and adds definitions for consistency with the 
Unified Land Development Code; 

3) Provides that when vacant structures are permitted to be boarded up for security 
purposes, the boards must be painted white or match the exterior of the structure; 

4) Requires grass, weeds and low-growing vegetation on abandoned golf courses to 
be mowed to 7 inches on the first 25 feet from the property line and 18 inches on 
the remainder of the property; 

5) Requires swimming pool barriers to meet the Florida Building Code requirements 
in effect at the time of construction of the pool and establishes minimum barrier 
requirements for pools constructed prior to adoption of the Florida Building Code; 

6) Requires owners of multiple occupancy structures to provide for extermination in 
the interior of the structure in addition to the exterior of the structure; 

7) Provides that nuisances consisting of accumulations of waste, yard trash, or rubble 
and debris, Brazilian Pepper or uncultivated vegetation that constitutes a fire 
hazard must be abated in their entirety; 

8) Removes Section 14-63(3) from the Nuisance Abatement Code; 

9) Removes language providing that nuisance abatement liens are superior to all 
other private rights, interests, liens, encumbrances, titles and claims, and are equal 
to property taxes; and 

10) Provides that a notice of nuisance shall be provided to the violator at the address 
listed in the Palm Beach County Property Appraiser's database in addition to the 
address listed on the ad valorem tax roll. 



,Attachment ----
1 
2 ORDINANCE NO. 2018---
3 
4 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
5 COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
6 FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 14 OF THE PALM 
7 BEACH COUNTY CODE (ORDINANCES 2003-051, 2005-
8 061, 2009-009, AND 2012-008) PERTAINING TO 
9 PROPERTY MAINTENANCE; AMENDING SECTION 14-3 

10 (DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE CODE OFFICIAL); 
11 AMENDING SECTION 14-22 (GENERAL DEFINITIONS); 
12 AMENDING SECTION 14-31 (GENERAL); AMENDING 
13 SECTION 14-32 (EXTERIOR PROPERTY AREAS); 
14 AMENDING SECTION 14-36 (EXTERMINATION); 
15 AMENDING SECTION 14-61 (DEFINITIONS); 
16 AMENDING SECTION 14-62 (NUISANCES DECLARED); 
17 AMENDING SECTION 14-63 (NUISANCE TO BE 
18 ABATED); AMENDING SECTION 14-64 (PROCEDURE 
19 FOR ENFORCEMENT); AMENDING SECTION 14-67 
20 (NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT); PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS 
21 CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN 
22 CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
23 PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS 
24 AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; 
25 PROVIDING FOR PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR 
26 CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
27 DATE. 

28 WHEREAS, Section 125.01(1), Florida Statutes, empowers Palm Beach County to adopt 

29 ordinances necessary for the exercise of its powers and to perform acts not inconsistent with law 

3 0 that are in the common interest of the people of the County; and 

31 WHEREAS, the Palm Beach County ·Board of County Commissioners enacted the 

32 Property Maintenance Code by Ordinance No. 2003-051 (the "Ordinance"), as amended, to 

33 promote, protect and improve the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Palm Beach 

34 County; and 

3 5 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds it necessary to revise 

36 requirements pertaining to exterior maintenance of developed lots and maintenance of abandoned 

3 7 property and golf courses; update swimming pool barrier and water clarity requirements; require 

3 8 owners of multiple occupancy structures to provide for extermination within the structure; revise 

39 nuisance abatement requirements; and provide other necessary amendments. 

40 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

41 COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

42 SECTION 1. DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE CODE OFFICIAL. Section 14-3 of the 
43 Palm Beach County Code is amended as follows: 

44 *** 
45 (g) Rclieffrom personal responsibility. The code officiat officer or employee charged ',:vith the 
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2 to pernons or property as a result of any act required or permitted in the discharge of official 

4 officer or employee in the lawful discharge of duties tmd under the pro\·isions of this code 

6 the proceedings. The code official or any subordinate shall not be liable for costs in any 

7 aet-ien. suit or proc~-iflg-tfl.at~s-ffistituted-in--puF&H:aflet.~-ef-th-e-prov+s-i-oo-s-ef this co ck~-d 

8 any officer of the department of building inspection or code enforcement, acting in geed 

9 faith and without malice, shall be free from--li-a:Bility for acts-performed-HfHte:F--any-of--its 

10 provisions or by reason of any act or omission in the performance of official dutieo in 

12 SECTION 2. GENERAL DEFINITIONS. Section 14-22 of the Palm Beach County Code 
13 is amended as follows: 

14 Abate. To remove. put an end to or reduce in amount. degree or intensitv. 

15 Adjacent. Next to. adjoining or contiguous. 

16 *** 

17 Department. The county department of planning. zoning and building. 

18 Developed. Containing a building. structure. paving. or other improvements. The term 

19 de.:y_~l2.Red excludes underground utilitie§_JJjpe_§.~ .. -~wires, cables1_culverts~ concluits._or other similar 

20 improvements or facilities and plantings. 

21 Exterior. The outside surfaces of a building and open space on the premises and on adjoining 

23 *** 

25 and legal development purposes, and delineated bv a closed boundarv, which is either: 

26 1 ) Depicted on a recorded plat; 

27 2) Depicted on a survev, map. or drawing for which an affidavit or waiver or affidavit of 

28 exemption has been recorded: or 

29 b. The tQ1al area of abl!!!iJ::!g_tmQ;Uoined pursuant to .. ?-recorded unity of title shall be d~emed 

30 a single lot for the purposes of this Code. As used herein. the term shall be svnonvmous \Vi th the 

2 



1 !~nns_J? 1 ot '._'._~'.J2.;!r~-~L.:_m~-~traQ.~11~n. .. .r~f~1Ii.D£..1QJ aq.Q§._.lY.iJhi n._~1sJg~5LQ.QJ.m daa_Jl ot fmih.~I 

2 divided by one or more interior property lines. 

3 Native vegetation. Anv plant species with a geographic distribution indigenous to all or part 

4 of tl.l~ SJ1!1~_Qf .. flQiis:i11 __ 1;? la11t....§J2~ci_es t1l.1:1L hav~J2..~~!Li!ltI.Q9uced into tht; Stat~ .... Qf FJod.Q.~ ... h.Y .IJl..Q.-1.1 

5 are not native vegetation. 

6 .Nonresidential. Activity that occurs in any building. structure or open area vvhich is not used 

7 prin!._ari l.y_ill)_~J2dya te rC?..§i den ce ... 2.r .. ..9._~~J..LiJ:ill:. 

8 *** 

9 Owner. Ih~.Jit1~-holder_9f a fr~~h9J.g_~st<'.!.ts_Q...~AP.P~ar§..12.Y.. .. g_~_~d ofr~corsiJL;?l:mll ng15..rrQ.tude 

10 lessees. reversione.rs, remaind.erman, or mo1igagees. The holder of the title in fee simple and any 

11 person, group or persons, company, association or corporations in \Vhose name tax bills on the 

12 property are submitted. It shall also mean any person who~ alone or jointly or severally 1tVith 

13 ethers: 

14 (a) Shall have legal title to any &Netlffig or chv:elling unit with or \\:it-bout c..ccont):Janying 

15 actual possession thereof; or 

16 (b) Shall have charge, care or control of any dwelling or dwelling unit, as owner~ executor~ 

17 6*€€Utrix~ administrator, tTustee, guardian of the estate of the o\vner~ mortgagee or 

18 vendee in possessions~ assignee of rents, lessee, or other person, firm or corporation in 

19 oontrol of a building; or their duly authorized agents. Any suc.lt-j?erson thus representing 

20 the actual o-wner shall be bound to comply with the provision of this ordinance, and of 

21 rules and regulations adopted punmant thereto, to the same extent as if he JNere the 

22 o\vnew. It is his responsibility to notify the act:al O\vner of the repo1ied infractions of 

23 these .regulations pertaining to the property Vv'hich shall apply to tbe ovmer. 

24 *** 

25 Eubbf.L..f.Wd_ debris. W 9-£.k..._materials_ restillimL .. fi:...Qm th.L£Onst1:..\!..~.1.LQlL2.L4GmgJjfam_ of 

26 structures or buildings. This shall include construction material left or abandoned on site. 

27 Street. A strip of land, owned privately or public.Iv, which affords legal access to abutting 

28 land and is designated for vehicular traffic. "Street" .includes a road, thoroughfare, parkway, 

29 avenue, boulevard, expressway, lane, throughwav, place, and square, or however otherwise 

30 desibrnated. 

3 



1 *** 

2 Tree. A vvoodv perennial plant commonly with a si1lfile stem :md having a minimum 

3 diameter at breast height (DBH) of three inches. having a more or less defined cnnvn that usually 

4 grows to at least four meters or 13 feet in height at maturitv. 

5 Uncultivated vegetation. Living plants allowed to grow in ap uncontrolled manner or not 

6 cared for or maintained on a regular basis. Neither native vegetation in its natmal state nor 

7 mangroves subject to Article 14 of the _Unified Land Development Code shall be considerecl 

8 uncultivated vegetation. 

9 Vacant lot. Premises upon which a home or principal structure has been demolished and not 

10 redeveloped or has not been peveloped or req~veloped since July 28., 1986. A y..§.cant lot sl}all 

11 not include a preserve area. conservation easement. or natural area when managed in accordance 

13 Vegetation. Pl.ant life including groundcover. grasses, herbs. vines, shrubs and trees. 

14 *** 

16 noncombustible refuse and industrial vvaste. 

17 *** 

18 Yard trash. Abandoned vegetation from landscaping. maintenance or land clearing 

19 Qp~.ratiQp.s. including_but not li.nilted to tree and shrub trimmings. grass clippings. palm fronds. 

20 tree limbs, tree stumps. and similar materials. 

21 SECTION 3. GENERAL. Section 14-31 of the Palm Beach County Code is amended as 
22 follows: 

23 (a) Scope. The prov1s10ns of this chapter shall govern the mm1mum conditions and the 

24 responsibilities of persons for maintenance of structures, equipment and exterior property. 

25 (b) Responsibility. The owner or occupant of the premises shall maintain the structures and 

26 exterior property in compliance with these requirementS-:;-8**-'17t-as-B-f 

27 in subsections 1 /I 3 5(c) and 1 /I 3 6(a). A person shall not occupy as owner-occupant or permit 

28 another person to occupy premises which do not comply with the requirements of this 

29 chapter. 
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1 (c) Vacant structures and_QteJJli§f./i .f:antl. All vacant structures and premises thereof or vacant 

2 ±and shall be maintained in a clean, safe, secure and sanitary condition as provided herein so 

3 as not to cause a deteriorating problem or adversely affect the public health, safety or 

4 welfare. 

5 (1) The exterior of all vacant structures shall be maintained in a manner required of 

6 occupied structures as provided in this code: window areas shall be maintained with 

7 appropriate glass and glazing treatment-,; exterior doors shall be water- and weather-

8 tight,_~ __ ang walls and roof areas shall be maintained in a clean, safe and intact condition, 

9 and water- and weather-tight. 

10 (2) In cases where the property owner presents proof of two (2) instances of vandalism or 

11 unauthorized entry resulting in violations of subparagraph (1) above, within any three-

12 month period, the property owner may secure the structure by boarding up all exterior 

13 openings in lieu of replacing broken, shattered and/ or broken windows or glass doors 

14 with new glass or glazing treatments. Such proof may consist of county sheriff reports 

15 and/or affidavits from at least two (2) neighbors .. Whe11 . .1!...Ylt9..~1.ill .. .§.!rn£1fil~_.is b9ardesl~. 

16 the boards shall be white or match the exterior color of the structure. 

17 SECTION 4. EXTERIOR PROPERTY AREAS. Section 14-32 of the Palm Beach County 
18 Code is amended as follows: 
19 
20 Sec. 14-32. -Exterior premises property areas. 

21 (a) Sanitation. All exterior f*BJIBFt-y-and premises shall be maintained in a clean, safe and 

22 sanitary condition. The occupant shall keep that part of the exterior premises property which 

23 such occupant occupies or controls in a clean and sanitary condition. 

24 (b) Sidewalks and driveways. All sidewalks, walkways, stairs, driveways, parking lots, parking 

25 spaces and similar areas shall be kept in a proper state of repair, and maintained free from 

26 hazardous conditions. Stairs shall comply with the requirements of section 13-34(g). 

27 ( c) Excessive growth of grass, weeds and low-growing vegetation. 

28 (1) Grass. weeds and low-gn.)wimr vegetation shall be maintained as follows: 

29 _W~eds. l.cll premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from \Veeds or uncultivated 

30 vegetation: 

31 (1) greater than eighteen (18) inches, in height when located on vacant lots, or 

5 



1 (2) greater than seven (7) inches, in height .. .vhen located on developed residential or 

2 developed nonresidential lots; 

3 as set forth in division 6. All noxious 111eeds shall be prohibited. This term shall not include 

4 cultivated flovlers and gardens, or native vegetation. 

5 Table 14-32(c) 

Lot and Use Size of Lot Maximum Maintenance Height 

Vacant - Residential and One-half acre or I ess 18 inches on the entire lot. 

Non-Residential 

Vacant - Residential and Greater than one-half acre 18 inches on the first 25 feet 

NQD.-~~si dential measuring from pro12erty .line or pod 

line of the lot on anv side of the lot 

adjacent to a develo12ed lot. 

Develo2ed or Pmiially One-half acre or less 7 inches on the entire lot. 

Develo12ed - Residential 

and Non-Residential 

QevelQJ2ed or Paiii<:ill.y Q1.~11ter than one-half acre 7 inches on the first 25 f~~ 

Develo1Jed - Resideptial measuring from propertv line or pod 

and Non-Residential line of the lot on anv side of the lot 

adjacent to a developed lot. 

Golf Course - Inactive or Any size 7 inches on the first '} ~ 
,L.,J feet 

Abandoned (Prior to measuring from Rro12e1iv line or 120Cl 

Redeve.l opment) line of the lot and 18 inches 01i_.the. 

remainder of the lot 

6 (2) Maintenance of gras~ed areas and low-growing vegetation shall include weeding., 

7 watering, fertilizing. pruning. mowing, edging or any other actions needed consistent with 

8 acce2table horticultural practices. 

9 fill.ill noxiO\!.§. weeds at~_Qrohibited. Noxious weeds shall not include cultivated flowers 

10 and gardens or native vegetation. 

11 { 4) Vacant lots with Pending Redevelopment Permits. A 12ro2erty ovmer shall initiate 

12 redevelopment of a vacant lot within 120 days of demolition or shall activelv proceed in 

13 g_ood faith to redevelop based on submittal of a bui.ldinf;Lpermit application or other 

14 applicable development pennit application. The applicant shall submit evidence 

15 demonstrating good faith efforts to redevelop within 120 days of completion of the 

6 



1 .ill?molition QJ sh_gll..§!!PJ.nit a Phmti.ng_.E1m1J::.Yi!J1itL1.Q_Jfay§_9fJh~-~1lliJ~atiQ!1 ... ~2Ub.~:J20..:. 

2 dav period. The property mvner shall execute an afiidavit in conjunction with the 

4 acknowledgement of these requirements and an agreement to be bound bv them. The 

5 r~rni.L~111~nts of I al1l~J.1.:.~2J.£.}_gn d_ s~_£.tign~_.14.:=1~_(!;.lCU~ .. G) an.fti:?.J_~illU11qt a1mb:...}Yllil~ 

6 redevelopment is proceeding in accordance with this paragraph. 

7 _(2} Tap l ~14-121~) and sycti cm..§J..1~Ui~){J..M.il. ai~fil.31§.h~JJ_.nQt~rrP.lilQ....Y..~.f.9-nt..m:.~.mj_~~ 

8 not developed or redeveloped since Julv 28. 1986. 

9 (d) Vegetation. The following vegetation is prohibited: 

10 0) All diseased or damaged limbs or foliage that present a hazard. 

11 (2) Vegetation that constitutes a :fire hazard. 

12 (3) Vegetation that impedes or obstructs adequate view of an intersection, traffic sign. 

13 .railroad crossing or traffic from any street, road or highway. 

14 ~ Accessory structures. All accessory structures, including detached garages, fences, walls, 

15 and swimming pools shall be maintained in a structurally sound condition and in good repair. 

16 (1) Water clarity in swimming pools. Water clarity shall be maintained:--W£eR--standing·-at 

17 the pool's edge at the deep end~ so that the water is clear and free from algae the deepest 

18 pert-iHr-1-ef-t-he--s-wtrH:R1-irrg-pool-fq·oer-sltal-l-ee-visf.l-rle. 

19 ~ &~mi~p~U~"~~~oo~i~-poo~4~~h&ffee~~-~-~~ff 

20 complying Vv'ith the requirements set furth in the Florida Building Code in effect at the 

21 ti-rne-·ef-c~n-stH:l€-tien-e--f.-tl1e-eatT-ietC:---.. ,-. .s.ee-t-ion .. s-424~2-:-1··7-A-·:-1--·-tlu:o.ugh--424·;··2:-;-l-7·:-l-A4:-A 

22 swimming pool shall have a pool barrier that meets the requirements of the Florida 

23 Building Code pool barrier requirements in effect at the time of construction of the pooL 

24 or, if constructed before such requirements went into effect shall have a barrier that 

25 meets all of the following minimum requirements: 

26 ill The barrier must be at least 4 feet high on the outside. 

27 .(hl The banier may notbaveJ!!lY_._~~- openill.g.§..LinQ.~ntations, protrq.§jons._or ~trn~turat 

28 components that could allow a young child to crawl under. squeeze through. or climb 

29 OV~I th~1mi:rjer. 
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1 ill The barrier must be_placed around the perimeter of the pool and must be separat~ 

2 from any fence. wal.L or other enclosure surrounding the yard unless the fence, walL 

3 or other ~nclosure or.portion thereof is situated on the :p_erimeter of the pool, is being 

4 used as part of the barrier, and meets the barrier requirements of this section. A wall 

5 of a dwelling mav serve as paii of the barrier if it does not contain aey door or window 

6 that opens to provide direct access from the home to the swimming pool. 

7 fill The barrier must be placed sufficiently away fi.·om the water's edge to prevent a voung 

8 child or medically frailj)~rsQn who may have managed to penetrate the barrier from 

9 immediate.Iv falling into the water. Sufficiently away from the water's edge shall 

10 mean no less than :20 inches from the banier to the water' .. s edge. 

11 ( f) Demolition. Whenever a structure is demolished. the slab foundation and other structural 

12 :features of the demolished structure must be removed fi:om the premises. 

13 SECTION 5. EXTERMINATION. Section 14-36 of the Palm Beach County Code is 
14 amended as follows: 
15 
16 Infestation. All structures shall be kept free from insect and vermin infestation. All structures 

1 7 in which insects or vermin are found shall be promptly exterminated by approved processes that 

18 will not be injurious to human health. After extermination, proper precautions shall be taken to 

19 prevent re-infestation. 

20 (1) Owner. The owner of any structure shall be responsible for extermination within the 

21 structure prior to renting or leasing the structure. 

22 (2) Single occupant. The occupant of a single-family dwelling or of a single-tenant 

23 nonresidential structure shall be responsible for extermination on the premises except 

24 where vermin or insect infestations are caused by defects in the structure, in which case 

25 the owner shall be responsible for extermination. 

26 (3) Multiple occupancy. The owner of a structure containing two (2) or more dwelling units, 

27 a multiple occupancy, a rooming house or a nonresidential structure shall be responsible 

28 for extermination within the structure and in the public or shared areas of the structure 

29 and exterior property. 

30 SECTION 6. DEFINITIONS. Section 14-61 of the Palm Beach County Code is amended 
31 as follows: 
32 
33 See section 14-22. - General definitions. 
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1 :rhe follo\ving definitions Llhall apply in the inteqJretation tmd enforcement of this mticle: 

2 Abate shall mean to remove, reduce, put al:1 end to or do avv·ay' \:\·ith. 

3 AdjacentpropJerty shall mean the lot or lots immediately-aej-aeent or contiguous to a lot that 

4 is subject to revie1,v under this ordinance. 

5 Departnient shall mean the county depm~tment of planning, zoning and building. 

6 Developed shall mean containing building. structures, pc:.ving~ or other improvements: 

7 '*eluding solely undergrocmd utilities, pipes, wires, cableD, culverts,-et~nduits, or other similar 

8 improvements or facilities; or plantings~ all of lvV.hich are maintained and utilized in a manner 

9 perraitted by the county Unified Land DEWt-4-epment Code. 

10 Lot shall mean any tract or pare.el of land other than an approved landfill site, including any 

11 structure thereon. 

12 Nalive veg<Hation shall mean any plant species i,;~;ith a geographic distribution indigenous to 

13 all or pmi of the coanty. Plant species 'ivhich have been introduced by man are not natlYe 

14 vegetation. 

15 l'/onresidenria! shall mean any activity \Vhich oec'..lrS in any building, structure. or open area 

16 v/hich is not used primarily as a private residenc.e-B-F-dwet.ling. For pm-poses of this article, 

17 .nonret1idential shall exclude agricultural uses as set fcnih in the lJLDC. 

18 Owner shall mean the holder of the title in fee simple and any person~ group or persons, 

19 company~ association or corporation in \Vhose name tax bills on the property are submitted. It 

20 shall e.lso mean mvner or owners of record of a lot as such appears in the. official records of the 

21 property appraiser's office in and for the county. 

22 Rubble and debris shall mean waste materials reDulting from the construction or demolition 

23 of structures or bail.dings. This shall include construction material left or abandoned on site. 

24 Street shall mean any strip ofland 'Nhich is open to the public for the use of vehicular traffic 

25 and containing delineations~ signs, or other traffic control devices to channel traffic. 

26 Tree shall mean any weody plant or palm v.-hich~ in its mature t!tate under nonnal grov.'ing 

2 7 eHfH.ti-t-k:-r11&.;-reae:h·e-s-a--l:1€fght-&.t=-~tiftee.a-+-1-~-te-e-t-or-g-re-ater. 

2 8 -U1wu/.f.i-vat:e-tf..-wge-t-a#en--sltal-l-meair-l-ivf.ng-p1ants-nHe·wed-to--gfe-:'vv-:i:n-afr-l:Hl.B--eHtfel-leEl:-ffl:afHWf:.-

29 or not cared for or maintained on a regular basis. Neither native vegetation in it~1 natural state, 

9 



1 nor mangroves subject to ,Article 1 '1 of the Unified Land Deve~~ode, sha11 be considered 

2 ll11C'..Iltivated vegetation. 

3 Waste shall mean garbage, rubbish and re.fuse fi:·om residential, commercial, or industrie.l 

4 oo#v-~-HH3ffiffi.ng kitchen and-t:ahle- food waste, animat or vegetative Vv'aste that fr; attendant: 

5 \~'ith or re~mks from the storage, preparation, cooking, or handling of food material; paper, \Vood, 

6 ::md weeti-sa--apD, cardboard, cloth, glass, rubber, plastie-;-dtscarded automobiles, tires and 

7 automobile fixtures: household goods and appliances; toys: tools and equipment; trash; debris~ 

8 lumber; appliances; maehineey:-aR·d similar niaterials. 

9 Yard trash shall mean abandoneJ.-.:vegetative matefial-frHm landscaping, maintenance or land 

10 clearing operations, and includes such materials as tree and shrub trimmings, grass clippings, 

11 pal-m-froH&J,-t-ree limbs, ti=ee-stB:I11ps, and similar mate·fial.-&. 

12 SECTION 7. NUISANCES DECLARED. Section 14-62 of the Palm Beach County Code 
13 is amended as follows: 
14 
15 It is hereby declared and determined by the board of county commissioners of Palm Beach 

16 County, Florida, that the following shall each individually, or in any combination, be considered 

17 nuisances when :t.l1ey existing upon a lot in the unincorporated area of the county. 

18 (1) Accumulations of waste, yard trash, or rubble and debris; 

19 (2) Accumulations of waste, yard trash, or rubble and debris that may harbor vermin or 

20 poisonous snakes or that may contain pools of water that may serve as breeding grounds 

21 for insects or other disease vectors; 

22 (3) Failure to maintain grass, weeds and low growing vegetation in accordance with section 

23 l 4-32(f.L Uncultivated vegetation 1.vhen: 

24 a. Greater than eighteen ( 18) inches in height located on vacant lot; or 

25 b. Greater than Geven (T) inches in height v.11en located on developed residential or 

27 ( 4) Schinus terebinthifolius (commonly known as Brazilian Pepper) bushes or trees; 

28 (5) Uncultivated vegetation that constitutes a fire hazard; 

29 (6) Vegetation, whether or not cultivated, that impedes or obstructs adequate view of 

3 0 intersections, traffic signs, railroad crossings or traffic from any street, road, or highway; 

31 (7) Any standing dead trees in close proximity to ~developed lots or rights-of-way; 

10 



1 (8) Swimming pools that do not meet the water clarity requirements of section 14-

2 32iSD.fd-}(1) of this Code or the safety barrier requirements of section 14-32(e)(2) the 

3 Florida Building Cod~2.17.l.1 through ,12 11.2.17.1.1'1; or 

4 (9) Any premises being inhabited by or providing for vermin, insects, reptiles or other wild 

5 animals. 

6 SECTION 8. NUISANCE TO BE ABATED. Section 14-63 of the Palm Beach County Code 
7 is amended as follows: 
8 
9 It is further determined by the board of county commissioners that any nuisance declared by 

10 this section which is found upon a lot in the unincorporated area of the county shall be abated in 

11 the following manner: 

12 (1) If the nuisance consists solely of accumulations of waste, yard trash, or rubble and debris 

13 as provided in section 14-62(1) attEl or (2), it shall be abated in its entirety;;-tH~v.fdee--tl1at: 

14 the nuisance lies upon a lot i.vhic.h is adjacent to a property v;hich is developed and used 

16 (2) If the nuisance consists solely of grass. weeds and low growing vegetation H11eult-i-vatea 

17 vegetation as provided in section 14-62(3)), ('1) and (5), and the parcel is less than one 

18 l.:ialt:fY2"')-fH7r~1-stze:;· the nuisance shall be abated as provided in section 14-32(c). ·~tt-·i-t:s 

19 entirety. If the parcel is gre.ater than one half 04.) ac.re in size only so much of the 

21 adjacent prope1iy \Yhich is dErveloped and used or has been used for residential, 

23 (3) If the nuisance consists of Schinus terebinthifolius ( commonlv known as Brazilian 

24 Pepper) bushes or trees as provided in section 14-62( 4) or uncultivated vegetation that 

25 constitutes a fire hazard as provided in section 14-62(5). the nuisance shall be abated in 

26 its entiretv. 

27 (3) In cases involving areas declared by the board of c.ou.nty commissioners as blighted, 

29 overgrown property for habitation or where crimes of a violent natare or climes 

30 invoking the sale or possession of illegal substances are occ.mTing on the premises, thett 

31 the nuisance may be a.bated in its entirety~ regardless of lot size. The evidence required 

32 must be documented by the county sheriffs depmtment or ether appropriate-I-aw 
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enforcement agency.. The owner and the depmimeflt-aft._.~araged to preserve, and 

need not clear native trees such as Firms elliottii var. densa (commonly lmovm as Slash 

Pine), !lex cassine (commenly known as Dahoon Holly), Sabal palmetto (commonly 

knovm as Cabbage Palm), any species of naturally occurring oaks or bay trees and native 

understory such as Serenoa-14.+pe-ns (commonly lmovm as Smv Palmetto). Raptme-a 

punctata (commonly knovm as myrsine), ~irdlsia cscallonioides (commonly knovm as 

:\\.41-El-C--e-ffe.t.~1d-:A1Jrica cerffera (commen-ly--kn-ewn--as-Wtl*--J\4yrtle); c.nd provided 

further that the ovmer and the department are encouraged to clear Prohibited Invasive 

NBR-N*i¥e---\le--ge4:-ation listea-i~El-*-6 of Article 1 '1.C of the Unified Land 

Development Code.!. and }.!e!afouca quinquenerria (commonly knovm as Punk Tree, 

Gaj-ept1t, or Paper Bark Tree1, Casurina Spp. (cormnonly--knmvn as Australian P-iRe-f,. 

, 1cacia Ariculmformis (commonly knov"'n as Earleaf A.cacia), Cupaniopsis 

a.nacardi~en-1-y-known as Car:rot\:vood), 1..whe.fflera aetinophylla (co1mnonly 

kno\vn as Schefflera), Lygodium microphyllwn (commonly kno\vn all Old World 

Glta:1-B-ffig-F~lliGcorea l3HTh-i-fera---feet11fflBfl:l-y known as Acir --P-etat~ 

provided further that the ovmer and the department shall elem· Schinus terebinth[lolius 

(t.emmBRly-kflETWtt-as-Bra-Ml-i-a&P-e-pper-}.-

( 4) If the nuisance consists of the obstruction of adequate view of intersections, crossings, 

or traffic signs as provided in section 14-62( 6), the nuisance shall be abated in 

accordance with the provisions of Article 7 of the Unified Land Development Code, or, 

when not provided in that section, the nuisances shall be abated so as to afford a clear-; 

unobstructed view. 

( 5) If the nuisance consists of dead trees, only those standing dead trees located in an area 

that, if they fell, would likely cause damage to adjacent developed lots, sidewalks, or 

rights-of-way, rr.mst treed be removed. 

{-6-)--If-the--B.-l~OH~in part of:tm:c.ultivated ve-ge-tation and in part of other nuisfH:l€e& 

a&--laFeB--by-t·hi&-ar-i-ie-l-e,-tl1~-p-ffi¥isi&H-S-ef2-s.HlYJ&--t-ions-(-l+,f2j-aHEl-Bi--s·halkaefl-ai:tp-ly-te 

its abatement. 

{ti}(7) If the nuisance consists of an infestation of vermin or insects.! &-of a swimming 

pool without an adequate safety barrier.i aflElfor a swimming pool without proper water 
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1 clarity, as provided in section 14-62(8) and (9), theR the nuisance shall be considered a 

2 threat to public health safety and welfare and shall be abated in its entirety. 

3 
4 SECTION 9. PROCEDURE FOR ENFORCEMENT. Section 14-64 of the Palm Beach 
5 County Code is amended as follows: 
6 
7 (a) To the extent permitted bv law. t+he department is empowered to enter upon and inspect 

8 lots on which a nuisance is suspected to exist. A.ny code officer shall be ir-Htfl:HHe-fFBm 

9 prosecution, civil or criminal, for reasonable, good faith entry upon residential~ commercial 

10 or industiial lots vv·hile in the discharge of duties imposed by these regulations. If inspection 

11 reveals the presence of a nuisance, the department shall notify the owner that a nuisance 

12 exists which is a violation of this ordinance. The notice shall: 

13 *** 

14 ( 6) Advise the owner that the assessment shall be declared delinquent if not paid by the 

15 following September 1st and placed on the tax roll as a non-ad valorem assessment 

16 ~mperior to all other private rights. interests, liens~ encumbrances. titles and claims upon 

17 the lot and equal in rank and dignity -vvith a lien for ad valorem taxes; and 

18 *** 

19 Notice shall be delivered to the owner by certified mail, return receipt requested, sent to the 

21 tax roll. For certified mail, notice is received on the date the owner or the owner's agent initials 

22 or otherwise indicates receipt of the notice on the return receipt. In the event that certified mail 

23 delivery cannot be accomplished, and after reasonable search by the department for such owner, 

24 or if the notice is not accepted or is returned to the department, the notice shall be posted on the 

25 lot and the notice shall be deemed received on the date posted. 

26 The appeal forms required in section 14-65 shall be included in the notice, along with a 

27 statement that such must be used to appeal the administrative determination. The owner shall 

28 have thirty (30) days from the date notice is received to abate the nuisance. 

29 (b) If an appeal is timely filed, enforcement action shall proceed as provided in section 14-65. 

3 0 ( c) If no appeal is timely filed as provided herein, the department shall, upon the expiration of 

31 the notification period, reinspect the lot to determine whether or not the nuisance has been 

32 abated. If the department determines that the lot still harbors a nuisance, it shall cause its 

13 



1 abatement according to the provisions of this part. To accomplish that goal, the department 

2 or its agents are authorized by the board of county commissioners to enter upon the lot and 

3 to take steps reasonably necessary to effect abatement. 

4 ( d) Nothing in this part shall prevent the department from pursuing enforcement of this article 

5 through other processes. 

6 *** 

7 
8 SECTION 10. NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT. Section 14-67 of the Palm Beach County 
9 Code is amended as follows: 

10 
11 Upon completion of the actions undertaken by the county to effect abatement, the department 

12 shall notify in writing the owner that a special assessment has been imposed on the lot. The notice 

13 shall be delivered to the owner in the manner set forth for delivery of the notice of violation in 

14 section 14-64. The notice of assessment shall set forth the following: 

15 *** 

16 ( 4) The intent of the county to declare the assessment delinquent if not paid by the following 

17 September 1st and to place the assessment on the tax roll as a non-ad valorem 

19 claims upon the lot and equal in rank and dignity \Vith a lien for ad valorem taxes. 

20 *** 

21 SECTION 11. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT: 

22 All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 

23 repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

24 SECTION 12. SAVINGS CLAUSE: 

25. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, all provisions of Palm Beach County Code 

26 Section 14-1 through 14-69, codifying Palm Beach County Ordinance No. 2003-051, as 

27 amended, are specifically preserved and remain in full force and effect for the limited purpose of 

28 enforcing any alleged violations of said Code which occurred prior to its repeal or amendment. 

29 SECTION 13. SEVERABILITY: 

30 If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any 

31 reason held by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such 

32 holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

14 



1 SECTION 14. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES: 

2 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Palm Beach 

3 County Code. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish 

4 such, and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," or other appropriate 

5 word. 

6 

7 SECTION 15. ENFORCEMENT: 

8 This Ordinance is enforceable by all means provided by law. Additionally, the County 

9 may choose to enforce this Ordinance by seeking injunctive relief in the Circuit Court of Palm 

10 Beach County. 

11 SECTION 16. PENALTY: 

12 Any violation of any portion of this Ordinance shall be punishable as provided by law. 

13 SECTION 17. CAPTIONS: 

14 The captions, section headings, and section designations used in this Ordinance are for 

15 convenience only and shall have no effect on the interpretation of the provisions of this 

16 Ordinance. 

17 SECTION 18. EFFECTIVE DATE: 

18 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the Department 

19 of State. 

20 

21 

22 
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APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 

County, Florida, on this the __ day of ________ , 20 __ 

SHARON R. BOCK, CLERK 

Deputy Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

By: 
-----~-----

County Attorney 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

By: ___________ _ 
Melissa McKinlay, Mayor 
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EFFECTIVE DATE: Filed with the Department of State on the __ day of 

16 
C:\Users\AMclntosh\AppData\LocaJ\Microsoft\ Windows\ Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.Outlook\AHWOAJZD\Ordinance Draft (Final 2.27 .18).docx 


