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Environmental Resources Management 

I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to: 

Agenda Item: 3L4 

( ) Regular 
( ) Public Hearing 

A) approve contract for consulting/professional services between Palm Beach County 
and lnwater Research Group, Inc. (IRG) for sea turtle monitoring in an amount not to 
exceed $26,801.60, commencing upon execution and expiring September 30, 2019; and 

B) authorize the County Administrator, or designee, to sign all future time extensions, 
task assignments, certifications, and other forms associated with the Contract, and any 
necessary minor amendments that do not significantly change the scope of work, terms, 
or conditions of the Contract. 

Summary: This contract provides for a continuation of monitoring and assessment of 
sea turtle populations in northern Lake Worth Lagoon (LWL), and Jupiter Inlet by IRG, a 
not for profit corporation based in Martin County. Annual surveys began in 2005, to 
assess populations in the central LWL and efforts were added at Jupiter Inlet in 2017, 
based on data indicating that these populations were expanding into habitats adjacent to 
L WL. The LWL Management Plan recommends assessing sea turtle populations as a 
means of evaluating the success of environmental restoration efforts and lagoon health. 
District 1 (AH) 

Background and Justification: Juvenile sea turtles are considered an indicator species 
of habitat quality and previous studies have found that LWL and adjacent areas are an 
important developmental habitat for green sea turtles. This thirteen-year data set is used 
to evaluate changes in sea turtle population and health, which correlate to LWL health, 
seagrass density, and water quality. 

Attachment: 
1. Contract 

~t/&~ Recommended by: 'tJ &:ftt(. --~~. 
Dep .rtment irecior 

Approved by: 
Assistant County Administrator Date 



II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Fiscal Years 2018 2019 2020 

Capital Expenditures 

Operating Costs $13.401 

External Revenues 

Program Income (County) __ _ 

In-Kind Match (County) 

NET FISCAL IMPACT $13.401 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) __ 

Is Item Included in Current Budget? 

$13.401 

$13.401 

Yes X 

Does this item include the use of federal funds? Yes 

Budget Account No.: 

--

2021 2022 

No ---

No x ---

Fund 1226 Department 380 Unit 3057 Object 3401 Program ___ _ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Natural Areas Fund 

Department Fiscal Review: _ _.,"""~-"""'--l!,__,_'111.;_._;;Vfljl.~.o:;..~--I')-_-----c. 

Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A. OFMB Fiscal and /or Contract Dev. and Control Comments: 

B. Legal Sufficiency: 

Assistant County' Attorney 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

2 


