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PALM BEACH COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

Meeting Date: June 11, 2024 Consent [X] Regular [ ]
Public Hearing [ ]

Departmenf: Water Utilities Department

I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to:

A.) authorize the Palm Beach County Water Utilities Department (PBCWUD) to pursue
funding from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) Water Quality
Improvement Grant Program for a grant amount estimated up to $250,000 for the East
Main Street Sanitary Sewer Lateral Installation Project (Project);

B.)delegate authority to the County Administrator, or her designee which in this case
shall be the Director of PBCWUD, to sign all grant application forms and supporting
documents and complete all registration requirements; and

C.)delegate authority to the County Administrator, or her designee which in this case
shall be the Director of PBCWUD, to execute the forthcoming grant agreement and all
future time extensions, task assignments, certifications, and other forms associated
with the forthcoming grant agreement and any necessary minor amendments that do
not substantially change the scope of work, terms, or conditions of the forthcoming
grant agreement.

Summary: The FDEP has allotted funding for Fiscal Year 2024-25 to address wastewater
(including septic to sewer), stormwater and agricultural sources of nutrients in waterbodies that
are not attaining nutrient or nutrient-related standards, have an established total maximum
daily load or are located within a basin management action plan area, a reasonable assurance
plan area, an accepted alternative restoration plan area, or a rural area of opportunity under
Section 288.0656, Florida Statute. The objective of the Project is septic to sewer conversions
whereby it will connect onsite septic systems to the centralized wastewater collection system
and improve water quality. No local match is required for the grant, since the Project is
located in a Rural Area of Opportunity. District 8 (MWJ)

Background and Justification: Governor Ron DeSantis and the Florida Legislature support
projects to protect and restore Florida’s water resources through state funding assistance.
The FDEP provides funding consideration for projects to reduce nutrients in our waterbodies.

Attachments:

1. Florida Department of Environmental Protection Request for Applications
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Il. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact:
Fiscal Years 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028
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Program Income (County)
in-Kind Match County
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Budget Account No.: Fund Dept Unit Object

Is ltem Included in Current Budget? Yes No X
Does this item include the use of Federal Funds? Yes No X
Does this item include the use of State Funds? Yes No X

Reporting Category N/A
B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact:

No Fiscal Impact

C.  Department Fiscal Review: 9 bO/YU{ &O)meﬁz C{‘

1. REVIEW COMMLENT§

A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Development and Cgntrol Comments:
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C. Other Department Review:

Department Director

This summary is not to be used as a basis for payment.



ATTACHMENT NO. 1

CONTACT: DWRAFundingPortal@FloridaDEP.gov

DEP Launches Water Quality Protection Grant Portal for
Fiscal Year 2024-25

~ Water restoration improvement grant applications being accepted now until June 30, 2024 ~

Since taking office in 2019, Governor Ron DeSantis has secured record funding for our state’s
environment, including grant programs that serve our communities and protect our natural systems. To
implement this unprecedented investment, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
launched an online grant portal [Inks.gd] to provide eligible entities, typically including local
governments, higher education and nonprofit organizations, the opportunity to submit proposais that
bolster existing efforts to protect and restore Florida's water resources,

From May 1 to June 30, 2024, DEP is accepting project proposals for water-related grant programs for

Fiscal Year 2024-25. Applicants are encouraged to submit proposals for all grant programs for which
they may be eligible.

Grant opportunities include:

o Water Quality Implementation Grants, which help communities address wastewater
(including septic-to-sewer conversions), stormwater, agricultural and cther projects to reduce
nutrients in our waterbodies. Grants include the Water Quality Improvement Grant, the Indian
River Lagoon Water Quality Improvement Grant, the Biscayne Bay Water Quality Improvement
Grant and the Caloosahatchee Water Quality Improvement Grant.

« Alternative Water Supply Grants, which help communities plan for and implement water
conservation, reuse and other water supply and water resource development projects. Priority


mailto:DWRAFundingPortal@FloridaDEP.gov

funding will be given to regional projects in the areas of greatest need and for projects that
provide the greatest benefit.

» Springs Restoration Grants, which can be used for land acquisition to protect springs and for
capital projects that protect the quality and quantity of water that flows from springs. Eligible
project types include agricultural best management practices, water conservation, hydrologic
restoration, reuse, land acquisition, septic-to-sewer, wastewater treatment upgrades and
stormwater treatment.

* Wetlands Restoration and Protection Grants, which help restore and protect wetlands.
Priority will be given to projects that benefit fish and wildlife habitat, water quatity, water
storage, water conservation or flood attenuation, and to projects with at least $200,000 of non-
state funds in match funding.

» Innovative Technology for Harmful Algal Bloom Grants, which are for projects that evaluate
and implement innovative technologies and short-term solutions to combat harmful algal
blooms and nutrient enrichment, restore and preserve Florida's fresh waterbodies, or
implement certain water quality treatment technologies.

» Local Government Water Supply Pilot Grants, which are for water supply infrastructure
(including distribution and transmission facilities) in the Northwest Florida Regional Water
Supply Planning Regions | or II. To be eligible, the project must be located within Escambia,
Santa Rosa, Okaloosa or Walton Counties.

¢ Nonpoint Source Management Grants, which support shovel-ready stormwater treatment
projects that reduce or eliminate nonpoint source nutrient poliution in verified impaired
waterbodies. Funding is also available for projects that implement nonpoint source pollution
best management practices, public education programs to prevent pollution and septic
abandonment/connection to sewer on private property.

» Florida's Coral Reef Restoration and Recovery Initiative Grants, which help establish,
expand and maintain in-state propagation and grow-out facilities; develop and implement
strategies and site-specific restoration plans including curriculum for a trained workforce; and
reinforce and expand restoration efforts across Florida's Coral Reef.

To submit a proposal or view a list of past grant awardees, please visit
ProtectingFloridaTogether.gov/Granis {Inks gdl.

Flease note, any information submifted to DEP will become a public record, subject to disclosure in
accordance with Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, and Article 1, § 24 of the Florida Constitution. Submittal
of a project proposal does not create an agreement, nor does it guarantee funding. Alf awards are
contingent upon legislative appropriations.

About the Florida Department of Environmental Protection

% The Florida Department of Environmental Protéciion is the state's principal énvironmental agency, created 1o protect, conserve and :-

 manage Florida’s environment and natural resources. The department enforces federal and state environmental laws, protects

. Florida’s air and water quality, cleans up pollution, regulates solid waste management, promotes pollution prevention and acquires

environmentally sensitive lands for preservation. The agency also maintains a statewide system of parks, trails ang aquatic 5
preserves. Visit the department’s website at FloridaDEP.gov {Inks.gd].
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