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Meeting Date: June 10, 2025 [ ] Consent [ X ] Regular 

Department: 
Submitted By: 
Submitted For: 

[ ] Ordinance [ ] Public Hearing 

Department of Public Safety 
Department of Public Safety 
Division of Emergency Management 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to receive and file: the 2025 Disaster
Preparedness Storm Season Report. 

Summary: The purpose of this briefing is to provide an update on the 2025 Atlantic
Hurricane season and the Public Safety Department's preparedness strategies for the 
upcoming storm season. The Public Safety Department's Division of Emergency 
Management (DEM) relies on all County departments, as well as, the Board of County 
Commissioners (BCC) and numerous local, state, federal, and non-profit volunteer 
agencies to provide support and resources to help Palm Beach County mitigate, plan for, 
respond to, and recover from disasters. DEM has worked with numerous stakeholder 
agencies to ensure the safety and well-being of our residents and employees of Palm 
Beach County. Countywide (DB)

Background and Policy Issues: Pursuant to Florida Statutes, Chapter 252, it is the
County's responsibility to be prepared, to respond, and recover from any hazard that 
threatens the lives and property of residents and visitors of Palm Beach County. Our 
citizens rely on the County for emergency shelters, as well as, other countywide disaster 
functions that are a critical component of our Emergency Response System. 

Attachments: 
1) Presentation

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Recommended By: --�""""'=-I----�-'-· -'--------�__:_, _�_,_/d_S" __ 
Department Director Date 

Approved By: _ _;_W._+1-
J
.;...:.� 

R�--------+5/
_,_

1--z/_.?.J __ _ 
AssilitCountyAdministrator Date 



II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact 

Fiscal Years 2025 2026 2027 

Personal Services 
Operating Expenses 
Capital Outlay 

Grants & Aids 
Program Income (County) 
In-Kind Match (County) 

Net Fiscal Impact * 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) 0 0 0 

Is Item Included In Current Budget? Yes No 
Is this item using Federal Funds? Yes No 
Is this item using State Funds? Yes No 

Budget Account Exp No: Fund __ Dept. __ Unit __ Obj. 
Rev No: Fund __ Dept._ Unit -- Rev. 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 
*There is no fiscal impact associated with this agenda item 

C. Departmental Fiscal Review: C)~[&QJ1, 4 sJi..e( ~5 

Ill. REVIEW COMM!;NTS 

A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Dev. and Control Comments: 

2028 2029 

0 0 

Prog. 
Prog. 

~~ s \:i I~~'),~ 
Cf- -5: 

F I'. ~ • V" II' t•~ V" {1¢,s--
f"1\1 OFMB Contract 

B. Legal Sufficiency: 

,,/:7 5-/, I 'L ~ 
/:,·~ , t' 

Assistant County Attorney 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

This summary is not to be used as a basis for payment. 
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► Emergency Management Overview and Core Hazards 
► 2024 Hurricane Season in Review and the 2025 Predictions 
► The Drainage System 
► Preparedness Cycle 
► How You Can Help 
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Public Safety Department 
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Our Vision 

To be a world class emergency management 
agency keeping our community safe and 
resilient by working together with our 
partners and the public as a team. 
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• 2025 is forecasted to be an 
above average year 
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25 hurricanes have made landfall in 
the U.S. since 2017 (11 were major) 
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2017-2024 U.S. Cat 4-5 Hurricane Landfall Locations 
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Shorten Lead Times 
The Nation's Strongest-150 MPH or Greater 

All But 1 Were Tropical Storms 3 Days Before Landfall 

U.S. 150 mph+ 
1919 - Storm 2 ~ 

1932 - Storm 2 
1935 - Labor Day • 
1969 - Camille 
1992 - Andrew • 
2004 - Charley 
2018 - Michael " 
2020-Laura 
2021-lda 
2022-lan 

Public Safety Department 
Division of 
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Average t ime to 
become a 

hurricane is 50 h 
before landfall 
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■ Category 5 

■ Category4 

■ Category3 

■ Category2 

[ Category 1 

■ Tropical Storm 

■ Tropical Depression 

■ Extratrop1cal Storm 
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2010-2024 

Hav,,n3 
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high Ude 
mean sea level 

low tide 

NORMAL HIGH TIDE 
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high tide . 
mean sea level 

low tide 

CYCLONE STORM SURGE 
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Current Information: x 
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. T,op,cal Cyclone O PosUP01cn1inl TC 
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Tropical Storm 
~ Hurrieane Watch & Tropical Storm Warning 
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• Experimental cone graphic depicting inland 
U.S. tropical storm and hurricane watches 
and warnings 

• Will help convey wind hazard risk 

• Graphic may not be available as soon as the 
current cone graphic due to the time need 
to compile complete inland watch and 
warn ing information 

readvobc.com 
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All tropical cyclones 
can produce one or 
combination of these! 
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• Marshes and swamps once covered our 
tropical-like region 

• Land is low, and seasonal rainfall can be 
intense 

• Developers saw potential expansion and 
profit in South Florida if they could get rid of 
the water 

• Ditches were dug to divert water via gravity 
from the north to the south and west to east 

• Later, engineers added control structures and 
pumps to hold or release water as needed 

• Drainage of stormwater discharges were 
unregulated 

Public Safety Department 
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• Development standards for 
drainage systems are established 
to ensure flood protection and 
maintain water quality by retaining 
water on-site. 

• Stormwater ponds are designed to 
allow pollutants to settle before the 
water is discharged into other 
water bodies. 
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Canal behind hedge 
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Swale with drain 

Cont rol structure 

Community Pond 
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• The drainage/flood control system of the 
pond is designed to protect the finished 
floors of homes 

• HIS DESIGN USES YARDS, STREETS, AND 
PARKING LOTS FOR SECONDARY DETENTION 
AR EAS DURING INTENSE RAIN EVENTS 
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Typical nuisance flooding 

Not Flooding 
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3 to 4 inches in 24 hours: expect standing water in yards, swales, ditches 

,,.,. 

, ..... ~-
' " - j_ - J • .. - .__;,,,!I 

5 to 6 inches in 24 hours: expect residential roads to be flooding but passable 

15 to 23 inches or more in 72 hours: risk of home/business flooding 
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• Before storm season, perform inspections, 
make repairs, locate and update the 
emergency plan , and update your designated 
contacts with LWDD 

• Several days out from landfall, verify who will 
open weirs if authorization is given, ensure 
they are in town and able to take on the 
responsibilities 

• 72 to 48 hours from landfall, walk the property 
and check that storm drains and swale are 
free of debris (trash, leaves, coconuts) 

• 36-24 hours, LWDD will begin coordinating 
emails regarding operable control structure 
authorizations and lower ponds 

■ Establish a liaison (property manager or 
board member) to act as a point of contact 
with the residents, allowing LWDD staff to 
focus on flood control operations 

Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 

readv0bc.com 
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■ SFWMD serves approximately 9.5 million 
residents in South Florida 

■ 2,175+ miles of canals 

■ 2,130+ miles of drivable levees/berms 

■ 90 pump stations 

■ 915+ water control structures and weirs 

■ Regional network moves more than 20-
million-acre feet during an average year 

Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 

read1-pbc.com 
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■ Before, during, and after a storm, engineers, 
meteorologists and water managers monitor 
weather conditions and water levels 24 hours 
a day/7 days a week 

■ They use this data to determine optimal 
operation of the hundreds of water control 
structures throughout the system, in times of 
severe weather 

Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 

readv_pbc.com 
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• This information is used for coordination and 
collaboration with: 

• Internal Operations 

• External Operations 

• Key Stakeholders (City, County, State, Federal) 

• Vendors & Contractors (New and Existing) 
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Position 

Department Essential 

EOC Essential 

Emergency Information Center (EiC) 

Disaster Service Agents 

Disaster Team Leaders 

Disaster Field Workers 

Public Safety Department 
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# of County Employees 

3,944 

198 

103 

939 

82 

369 
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Your four step approach to preparedness: 
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Build A Kit 
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• Know Your Hazards 

• Know Your Zones 

• Know Your Home 

• Have a Communication Plan 

readvobc.com 
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• 

Pre-register for the 
Special Needs Shelter 

561-712-6400 

~t~[!] 

0-
~-

■ 
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Pre-register for the 
Pet-Friendly Shelter Program 

561-233-1200 

[!]~"- . [!] 
,,~ 

■ 
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Build a Kit 

What to include? 
Water - 1 Gallon per Person per Day (pets too) 
Canned foods and snacks / Can Opener 
Prescriptions and Over the Counter Medication 

Florida Statute 252.358 30 Day Refills 
Battery Powered Radio or Hand Crank Radio 
Flashlights 
Extra Batteries 
Personal Hygiene Supplies 
Books and Board Games 

Keep everyone occupied - especially kids 
Baby food, formula, diapers 
Pet Food 
Paper products/plastic utensils 
Cash 

Public Safety Department 
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Build a Kit 

Important Documents and Special Items 
✓ Identification 
✓ Medical Insurance Cards 
✓ Home/Renters/Flood Insurance Policies 
✓ Birth Certificates 
✓ List of Medications 
✓ Copy of legal documents 
✓ Pictures and other Family Memorabilia 
✓ Pictures of the house and property for insurance reasons 

Public Safety Department 
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Build a Kit 

- Weck 1 

7 I Gallon o{ ,a,·otu per person ~ d•y 
for ot lcHl 5 d•ys, for drinking 
and ~nitalion 

:, Sandwich bread tJ,- 1111111 nltdfldJ 

7 f L~;~:i:~i:~ :.c::t,~lu 
7 2 ~ ns o1 ready,to~at,soup 
:, I Box ot trllcktts 
7 Ory ce.rul 
::, 4 Cans of fruh 

, 5 Cons of m .. 1 A 7 4 Cans or n~tablc:s 
7 I Jar of jelly or jam 
7 I Lorge can of Juice 
7 Instant coffet/tea/ 

powder~ d rinks 

' 
\Wkfdbc~b-<nikng. 
coofu'<J. W -5"',cnough boal,d 

=~~aJ~~>:!,~= 
Uk'd Qf bothlng t, Ill.wing iliheli b n )'Our 
waastlater. 

■:@ifi·J@fjf M meek l 

7 I Boltk: or shampoo 
7 I Bo~ sanitary hand wlpu/li,qukt 
7 I La,ve tube of loolhp.u.tc 
7 Antlscptk 
7 Dt:odor,1nt 
7T-.•e.e.zer.1 
7 Adhuivt b.andagu, .u50rlcd sizes 
7 RoU1 ol g1uu or b111nd11~• 
7 Hydrogen puoxldc 
j First Aid book 
7 first Aid tape 
7 Pt.trokumjt:lly 
, Rubbing alcohol 

~ 
itt!iifi 

~~= ==1 :c:~: 
conC,t.oM prc .. ct11 emugtn,;y 
vch,ClcJ. rrem rupondng to 

)"OIZ1:r:~~~~ !'Ji~ 
an.d Fint .A.Id 1I •11'\f\i can w vc lhe lifc cf• 
Kl\ ed one. 

ml Weck 2 

, 2 Boxe..s of large plastic tip baas 

:, Plas th: wrap 

.:1 2 Rolls or alumlnum foll 

:., Assorted plutlc contaln<tu 
with Heb 

, 3 Boxes heavy-duty garbage bags 

::, Watcrproor portable pluUc 
c;on~lner with l\d 

Pre-sen-ing Food &. 
Important Documents 

for Ja'ttel day> 11fief 
1 SUlfm. so plan foe 
powtt 0Utl9d- Also, 
1ae wate,p100I 
conta.ncr,,toptot«t 
lrnpofant p.,pc:n. 

EJ""k ,J I'<"'" "°Jidf 

13/fj.li:\WNU Week• 

□ :.~~ti~~ ~~ll~&tue~nslls. 
0 Facial tlssuu (I.e. KlttnCJC) 
0 2 Rolls of papu towels 
□ 4 Rolls of toik:t pape.r 
0 Uquid dish soop 
O Mosquito tcpe.llcnt 
O Mltdle.s 
O 2 P.airs of htitex gloves. 
O Broom, mop, and bucket 
0 Unscented !.!9._uld blHch 

Use What You Ha\!t 

:=.~:k~r!u~~:=:~ 
E •!;~~~~onhond • 
.,. ____ _ 

and sun,creffl shouJd be ~ 
.nduded. If you hive •n 
~equllf: supply on htoel, 
you will not need to plrehue 
lhcm when )'ou go shopping. 

Public Safety Department 
Division of 
Emergency 
Management 

Parm Buch County 
Publk. Sardy CkpMtment 

Emergency MIMgemcnt OM1lon 

www.pbcgov.org/dem 

~ 
~ 

Palm 8eKh County 
80-4td of C::ount)' CommluJoncrs 

In k<~ .,..11, v,., "'°"'""- ol t.1W 
ADA, 11\b I»°'"'"'• c..,i, b. m.d• .. •ida.l• 
;,, .an 4.11• .... w '°'"'•t. Cor>1•a C-CJ--,. 
M~"""91'11 ,ii 1"611711...00 

It.-, OCo'll 

TO DO LIST 
Before the Se.a.son Starts 

O Mike i famlly plan. Who docs 
what and where ..,.IU your fomUy 
ride out the slorm 

, Loel,te your watu mete, tnd 
dectrk·al shutoff 

□ Know lht: disuter pl.1n or your 
child'• Khool or daycare 

0 Trim tn:e.s MCI slorc loose. obj«ts 

0 lnst111l/lul your smoke deu:ct« 
0 Use a video camcr,1 to ta!)<; the 

cont~ts ol your home and store 
videotape with s friend who nvu 
out of town 

□ :'o%~:firlmport,1n1 ~pus and 

O ~uk;,!~f! ~: ~a;~~d~et If 

0 Obta1n cash or lnl\'dcts checks 
CJ Establish an out•of•slate conh1ct 

to au In cut ol cmergV\c:y 

Emergency Supply Kit 
Shopping List 

Ever:,,one nffeb to prepare for 
emer~ncy 1ltuaUon11. but shopping 
foe- suppl~, c:an be v.pentive and 
Sllffll.lOUS. Shoppng fot ii.ems o l1Ule 
ot a lime before on evenl. c:cn r~uc:e 
the ,t.rni of IKOVtt )' by avoiding 
long lines e nd empty shtl\·ts. 

Get a Head Start 
& Be Prepared! 

Keep ln a Waterproof 
Portable Container 

• Will, inswance policies. cont,-.c:t.s. 
deeds. $lodes. af\d bonds 

• Pus;ports, social ncurit )' cards, 
lmmunizaUon records 

• Bank account tMJmbcrs 

• Credit card account numbers and 
companlu 

• lnvtnl°')' of Y<lNObk hotl.s,r.holcl goods, 
lmport~nt Lelephonc 
numbers 

• FamYy re«ltds 
(birth. m.,N.gc, 
dulh «:rfl(lc.al,:-'J 
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Save this 
comprehensive list of 
emergency kit supplies 
created just for you! 

read_ypbc.com 



Help your NEIGHBORS 
before, during, and after 
a disaster. 

Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 

HELP THEM PREPARE 
Collect supplies for emergency kits. Help installing shutters. Help 
clean debris from yards. 

HELP THEM EVACUATE 
Do they know where the nearest shelters are? Do they have 
special medical needs and have they pre-registered for Special 
Needs Shelter? 

HELP AFTER THE STORM 
Check on neighbors after the storm. Help remove shutters. Share 
supplies and resources until help arrives. 

readvDbc.com 
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Public Safety Department 
Division of 
Emergency 
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For more 
information: 
561-712-6400 
readypbc.com 

read_ye_bc.com 



Our Website 

[!]_ .:oo 
www.ReadyPBC.com 

► Hurricane Planning Guide 
► Preparedness Information 
► Know Your Zone 

Emergency Information Center 
(EiC}: 

(561} 712-6400 

► Sheltering information and locations 

■ 

► Volunteering 
► And much more 

Public Safety Department 
Division of 
Emergency 
Management 

t_ebc.com 
35 



[!l .. ~ · ,;,,:... 

~ 
=--

~ ALE RJPBC )~ Palm Beach County's 
EJ ) 'J Emergency Notification System 

Sign up at 
readypbc.com 

Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 

• ,. Das, 

PBCDART 

HOMF· NEPAltl A(COtKR hCWS AacJU'T 

Welcome! 

The Emergency Operations Center 1s 

currently at level IV• Normal 
.. \ Operations There are no active 
: · not,f1 cat1ons at t his t ime 

i 

~ f 
,a•;;.••' '"'"''"'_ •••_'""- j · 

"SI:>.!,,-._., ~ ,-~ =!I, . ) ~ 
. 1~--1• - ,4i.._T "jll , ,..,...,· ~-·•u-•.••~.-,"-" ... _,i,a ; 
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1~ · O'ZOH•_·p,/menchCounr, ~ • ;, 

-~~ :~: ---•a...~ 
'-t,.,._,.,..,I ..... ---.. 
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Download PBC DART App! 

POC Disaster 
Awareness & 
Recovery Tool 

___ DART 

Click and download app below: 

• A~;s;~;; u 
ANDROID APP ON 

► Google play 

readvobc.com 



Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) is a joint effort between government & 
Wireless industry that broadcasts emergency alerts to mobile devices. 

NWS activation WEA for tropical warnings: 
• Hurricane Warnings 
• Extreme Wind Warnings 
• Storm Surge Warnings 

Also activate for: 
• Tornado Warnings 
• Flash Flood Warnings 

Geotargeted and not subject to network congestion! 

Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 37 

Emergency Alert now 
National Weather Service: A STORM 
SURGE WARNING is in effect for 1his 
area for the danger of life-threatening 
flooding. This warning is issued up to 36 
hours before hazardous conditions 
begin. Urgently complete efforts to 
protecl life and property. Follow 
evacuation orders ii given for this area to 
avoid drowning or being cut off from 
emergency services. 

Emergency Alert 2m ago 
National Weather Service: A HURRICANE 
WARNING is in effect for this area for 
dangerous and damaging winds. This 
warning is issued up to 36 hours before 
hazardous conditions begin. Urgently 
complete efforts to p rotect life and 
property. Have food, water, cash, fuel, 
and medications for 3+ days. FOLLOW 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM LOCAL 
OFFICIALS. 

,,;...,--.::., be.com 



Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) Geotargeting 

WEA is a cell broadcast from cell antennas in and around the alert area 

Phones outside alert area present 
WEA when legacy phone, phone unable 
to determine its location, or alert area 
only defined by geocode 

Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 38 

Only phones inside alert area present 
WEA if phone is WEA 3.0 capable, phone 
knows it's location, and alert area defined 
by polygon or circle 

Note: Wireless carriers attempt to render WEA if 
phone travels into the alert area 

read,yebc.com 



n @pbcdem 

X @pbcdem 

l•]J @pbcdem 

Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 

Follow us! 

Like Love 
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Management 40 

,
1

bc.com 
■ 



• Priority 1: Life saving/life safety & securi ty 

• Priority 
• Priority 

• high hazard areas, 

• high-risk populations, and 

• search and rescue situations 

Establish communications 

Mission crit ical operations 
• Meet basic human needs 

• Priority 4: Mission critica l infrastructu re 
• Open roads, schools, businesses 

• Priority 5: Environmenta l hazard mitigation 

Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 41 

(ebc.com 
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Reinforce EOC actions & priorities: 
Assist with federal declarations: 

0 Work with lawmakers to 0 turn on" FEMA programs 
0 Special requests for federal assistance 
0 Reimbursement support 

Consistent messaging: 
0 Reinforce protective actions 
0 Reinforce public information 

be.com 
Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 42 .u • 1 



What we need to plan for with the federal proposals: 

$ Expect to spend more local funds on disasters. 

$ Expect a significant reduction to federal reimbursements. 

$ Expect to cover 100% of the costs of damages to beaches and 
parks ('Category G' reimbursements - $19,699,310 since 2017) 

Public Safety Department 

Division of 
Emergency 
Management 

8 : FEMA 
I\ n ,, ~ 
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Thank you! Questions? 

Public Safety Department 
Division of Emergency Management 

Readypbc.com 
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