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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Agenda Item #: 5 C - { 

[ J Regular 
[ X] Public Hearing 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends a motion to adopt: AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO BE 
ENTITLED 'THE SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE," ENACTING 
SECTIONS 2-80.20 THROUGH 2-80.30 AND 2-80.32 THROUGH 2-80.40 OF THE PALM 
BEACH COUNTY CODE AS FOLLOWS: SECTION 2-80.20. TITLE; SECTION 2-80.21. 
DEFINITIONS; SECTION 2-80.22. SCOPE AND EXCLUSIONS; SECTION 2-80.23. 
COMMERCIAL NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY; SECTION 2-80.24. AFFIRMATIVE 
PROCUREMENT INITIATIVES; SECTION 2-80.25. PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION; 
SECTION 2-80.26. CERTIFICATION AND COMPLIANCE; SECTION 2-80.27. SMALL 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND GOAL SETTING 
COMMITTEE; SECTION 2-80.28. EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SMALL BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE TO EXISTING CONTRACTS AND SOLICITATIONS; 
SECTIONS 2-80.29-2-80.30. RESERVED; SECTIONS 2-80.32-2-80.40. RESERVED; 
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN 
THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Summary: The current Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance was adopted on 
October 16, 2018, and made effective on January 1, 2019, by Palm Beach County 
Ordinance No. 2018-021, as amended by Ordinance Nos. 2023-038, 2024-006, 2025-002 
and 2025-014 (collectively Sections 2-80.20 through 2-80.31 of the Palm Beach County 
Code). This item proposes to replace the EBO Ordinance, which will sunset on December 
31, 2025, with the Small Business Development Ordinance, clarifying language, removing 
out-of-date and irrelevant initiatives, and removing duplication of terms to promote efficiency 
by the Office of Small Business Development in assisting and promoting the development 
of small businesses in Palm Beach County. Countywide (RS) 

Background and Policy Issues: On Page 3 

Attachment(s): 

1. Proposed Ordinance 
2. Proof of Publication 
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II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Fiscal Years 2026 2027 2028 

Capital Expenditures 

Operating Costs 

External Revenues 

Program Income (County) 

In-Kind Match (County) 

NET FISCAL IMPACT 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) 

Is Item Included In Current Budget? Yes 
Does this Item include the use of Federal funds? Yes 
Does this Item include the use of State funds? Yes 

Budget Account No.: 

2029 

No X 
No_X_ 
No X 

Fund_ Dept. _Unit_ Object __ Program Code/Period ____ _ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

No additional fiscal impact. 

C. Departmental Fiscal Review: 
ne, Division Director II 

2030 

d Administrative Services, DHED 

Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

(THIS SUMMARY IS NOT TO BE USED AS A BASIS FOR PAYMENT) 
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Background and Policy Issues: On October 16, 2018, the Board of County 
Commissioners (BCC) adopted the EBO Ordinance pursuant to the 2017 Disparity Study. 
The EBO Ordinance established, among other things, participation goals, price and 
evaluation preferences, and other Affirmative Procurement Initiatives (APls) which imposed 
requirements promoting the utilization of local small businesses for County solicitations 
and/or contracts. It also provided processes for the County, through the Office of Equal 
Business Opportunity, to certify small businesses in the County eligible to receive benefits 
and preferences under the Ordinance. On June 3, 2025, the BCC suspended the race- and 
gender-based portions of the EBO Ordinance, which was prompted by executive orders 
issued by the President of the United States and subsequent guidance by federal agencies. 
The proposed Small Business Development Ordinance preserves the race-neutral 
provisions of the EBO Ordinance and makes other changes to promote efficiency by the 
Office of Small Business Development in assisting and promoting the development of small 
businesses of Palm Beach County. 
























































































