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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to approve: the Behavioral Health and Substance 
Use and Co-Occurring Disorders (BHSUCOD) Advisory Committee Annual Report for Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2025. 

Summary: Pursuant to Resolution 2022-1340, the BHSUCOD Advisory Committee shall provide 
an annual report to the Board of County Commissioners (BCC). FY 2025 marked a pivotal 
transition for the BHSUCOD Advisory Committee from strategic planning to implementation, with 
a primary focus on aligning Opioid Settlement Funds (OSF) with the 2024 Master Plan (Plan 
2024). The BHSUCOD Advisory Committee Annual Report highlights the collaboration with the 
Community Services Department (CSD) and the BHSUCOD Advisory Committee in the 
development and implementation ofthe·OSF, which was approved by the BCC on September 9, 
2025. The Plan 2024 advances priorities addressing social determinants of health, recovery 
supports, and prevention, with 90% of funding allocated to these areas, and targeted deep-end 
treatment, with 10% allocated to this area. Collectively, these efforts established a strong 
foundation for system-wide improvements, positioning Palm Beach County (County) to enhance 
access to services, strengthen care coordination, and promote equitable, person-centered 
behavioral health and substance use outcomes in the years ahead. Countywide (JBR) 

Background and Justification: In 2022, the BCC designated the CSD as the lead entity for 
planning, administration, coordination, and contracting of behavioral health and substance use 
disorder services in the County. It further established the BHSUCOD on November 1, 2022, to 
enhance the County's capacity and effectiveness in formulating a comprehensive, integrated, 
and effective behavioral health, substance use and co-occurring disorders prevention, treatment, 
support, and recovery plan (R2022-1340). On November 15, 2022, the BCC approved the 
Behavioral Health and Substance Use Disorder Plan 2022 (BHSUD Plan 2022). Both the 
BHSUCOD Advisory Committee and the BHSUD Plan 2022 were developed to satisfy the State 
of Florida's Opioid Settlement Clearing Trust Fund requirement pursuant to Section 17.42(4)(c), 
Florida Statutes (2022). In 2023, the CSD, in collaboration with the BHSUCOD Advisory 
Committee, community members, and key stakeholders, conducted a process to update BHSUD 
Plan 2022. The Plan 2024, approved on October 22, 2024, provides recommendations related to 
behavioral health and substance use disorders and OSF. One key strategic recommendation 
within the Master Plan was to expand Syringe Services Program (SSP) capacity and 
opportunities. 

Attachments: 
1. BHSUCOD Advisory Committee Annual Report for FY 2025 
2. Resolution R2022-1340 

=========================================================================== 
Recommended By: rr;;:. ~ .. 2/5/2026 

Department Director Date 

Approved By: 
Date 
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II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Fiscal Years 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 

Capital Expenditures 

Operating Costs 

External Revenue 
Program Income 
(County) 

In-Kind Match (County) 

NET FISCAL IMPACT 

No. ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS 
(Cumulative) 

Is Item Included In Proposed Budget? Yes_ No __ 
Does this item include the use of federal funds? Yes_ No __ 
Does this item include the use of state funds? Yes No __ 

Budget Account No.: 
Fund __ Dept __ Unit __ Object __ Program Code __ Program Period __ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 
There is no funding associated with this item. 

C. G
011c:us11n•d by: 

. . Jw;t.. 06Wt.. 
Departmental Fiscal Review: osAc,01cc,,"'A4-

Julie Dowe, Director of Finance and Support Services 

Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Development and Control Comments: 

~ ~./I• 2-1,, 

B. Legal Sufficiency: 

~~ . .GI-/ 1~~ 
A~antCountyAttorny 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

This summary is not to be used as a basis for payment. 



Behavioral Health Substance Use and Co­
Occurring Disorders (BHSUCOD) Advisory 

Committee Annual Report 

Fiscal Year 2025 
(October 2024- September 2025) 

Attachment 1 

1JPage 



Letter from the Chair of the BHSUCOD Advisory Committee and Director of the 
Community Services Department 

On behalf of the Palm Beach County Behavioral Health, Substance Use, and Co-Occurring 
Disorders Advisory Committee (BHSUCOD) and the Community Services Department (CSD), 
we are pleased to present the Annual Report highlighting the activities and accomplishments of 
the BHSUCOD Advisory Committee. 

Fiscal Year 2025 focused on the development and implementation of the Opioid Settlement 
Funds (OSF) through the issuance ofNotices of Funding Opportunities (NOFOs). This year 
marked a significant transition from planning to operationalization, as outlined in the Master Plan 
2024, which established funding priorities aligned with the Board of County Commissioners' 
allocation framework of90 percent toward Social Determinants of Health and 10 percent toward 
Deep Treatment. Under the leadership of Dr. James Green, funding recommendations for the 
Opioid Settlement Funds were presented to the Advisory Committee and subsequently approved 
by the Board of County Commissioners on September 9, 2025. 

This Annual Report provides a summary of the key discussion topics addressed during each bi­
monthly Advisory Committee meeting, as well as the strategies published through the NOFOs 
and their corresponding approved funding recommendations. As OSF-funded programs begin 
implementation across Palm Beach County, program staff will continue to provide regular 
updates to the Advisory Committee on progress, outcomes, and emerging needs. Overall, FY25 
focused on laying the foundational work for countywide system change to address the needs in 
the community. 

In Fiscal Year 2026, the BHSUCOD Advisory Committee plans to collaborate with CSD program 
staff to update the Master Plan and dive into the subcommittees to continue the work of making 
system changes, which may include, but are not limited to, policy recommendations, evaluation 
and monitoring, and offer recommendations regarding the County's provision of services to the 
citizens of PBC. The Advisory Committee remains committed to expanding access to services, 
strengthening care coordination, and promoting recovery through a data-informed, person­
centered approach for individuals and families impacted by substance use, co-occurring disorders, 
and other mental health conditions. 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all partners and stakeholders involved in this vital work 
and look forward to continued collaboration as we advance these shared goals. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Pastor Rae Whitely, Chair 
PBC Behavioral Health,1'f'lubstance Use and Co-Occurring Disorders Advisory Committee 

i, -· 

9/- James Green, Director, Community Services Department 
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Background 

In 2019, the Behavioral Health, Substance Use and Co-Occurring Disorder Steering 
Committee was established by the Board of County Commissioners (BCC), consistent with the 
recommendation from the April 2017 Opioid Epidemic Response Plan to satisfy the State's 
Opioid Settlement Clearing Trust Fund requirement for an opioid response abatement plan, 
pursuant to section 17.42(4)(c), Florida Statutes (2022). The BCC also identified the substance 
use epidemic, including but not limited to opioids, crack cocaine, and crystal methamphetarnine, 
as well as behavioral and substance use disorders, as high strategic priorities. 

On November 1, 2022, the Board of County Commissioners passed and adopted 
Resolution R-2022-1340, creating the Palm Beach County Advisory Committee on Behavioral 
Health, Substance Use and Co-Occurring Disorders (BHSUCOD); Providing for a Purpose; 
Providing for Membership, Appointments, Terms; Providing for Officers; Providing for Roles 
and Responsibilities; Providing for Sunshine Law, Code of Ethics; Providing for Meetings; 
Providing for Subcommittees; Providing for General Provisions; and Providing for Effective 
Date, Sunset. 

Resolution R-2022-1340 (5.D.l.R2022-1340.pdf) established that the purpose of the 
BHSUCOD is to enhance the County's capacity and effectiveness in formulating comprehensive, 
integrated, effective behavioral health, substance use, and co-occurring disorders prevention, 
treatment, support, and recovery policies, as well as to offer recommendations regarding the 
County's provision of services to the citizens of Palm Beach County (PBC). The Resolution 
further states that the BHSUCOD will be supported by the Community Services Department 
(CSD). The BHSUCOD will increase the coordination and interactions between organizations, 
agencies, and institutions whose mission is to resolve Substance Use and Behavioral Disorders in 
PBC. 

Committee Members 
Angela Burns I Designated Seat for League of Cities 

Cheo Reid 2 Designated Seat for State Attorney's Office 
JonVanAmam 3 Designated Seat for Health Care District 
Natalie Kenton 4 Designated Seat for the Florida Department of Health 
Sandra Sisson 5 Designated Seat for Sheriff's Office 
Charles Coyle 6 Designated Seat for Fire Rescue 
Daniel Oria 7 Designated Seat for Southeast Behavioral Health 

Network 
Patrick McNamara 8 Designated Seat for Palm Health Foundation 

Lissa Franklin - Vice Chair 9 Designated Seat for Southeast Florida Recovery 
Advocates- Lived Experience 

Sharon Bums-Carter 10 Person with Lived Experience with Behavioral Health 
and Substance Use Disorder 
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Ariana Ciancio 11 At-Large 

Dr. Suzanne Spencer, Ed. D 12 At-Large 

William Freeman 13 Person with Lived Experience with Behavioral Health 
and Substance Use Disorder 

Vacant 14 Person with Lived Experience with Behavioral Health 
and Substance Use Disorder or At-Lanze 

Brent Schillinger, MD 15 At-Large 

Catherine Doe 16 At-Large 

Rev. Rae Whitely - Chair 17 At-Large 

Austin Wright 18 Person with Lived Experience with Behavioral Health 
and Substance Use Disorder 

2025 Advisory Meetings 

The BHSUCOD met bi-monthly during even-numbered months. Meeting minutes can be found 
at Boards and Committees Meeting Minutes - By Board. 

1. October 2024- Reviewed Master Plan and distribution of Opioid Settlement Funding. 
Discussion and unanimous approval from the board to incorporate no supplantation 
language for Opioid Settlement Funding as follows: "Monies from the opioid 
settlement fund shall be expended to expand the availability of services and supports 
described in the Master Plan and not to supplant funding otherwise available for those 
purposes." 

2. December 2024- The law firm involved with the multi-district lawsuit involving 
Purdue/Sacl<ler family, Manufacturers, Distributors, Pharmacies, and Pharmacy 
Benefits Managers discussed the overall Settlement Agreement (what is allowed) and 
clarified the status of the mediation for the Purdue/Saclder Bankruptcy matter. 

3. February 2025- Highlights of subcommittees and After-Action Report regarding ASU. 

4. April 2025- Beyond Co-Occurring: The Intersectionality of Behavioral Health, 
Substance Use Disorders, HIV and Homelessness, presented by Dr. Casey Messer. 

5. June 2025- OSF NOFO Funding Recommendations Presentation by Dr. James Green, 
SEFBHN presented on Neutral Care Coordination and CORE program. 

6. August 2025- Cancelled 
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7. September 2025- OSF 2nd NOFO presentation on Categories and Subcategories. 

Opioid Settlement Funds: 

The BHSUCOD provided its formal recommendations to the BCC in accordance with Section 
17.42 of the Florida Statutes (2022) through the Behavioral Health and Substance Use Disorder 
Plan 2024 (Master Plan 2024). The Master Plan 2024 provided an update on the progress of 
initiatives from the 2022 Master Plan. It introduced new priority recommendations to address 
opioid use, substance use, and co-occurring disorders, as well as priority recommendations for 
Opioid Settlement Funds. The CSD and BHSUCOD Advisory Committee also presented a multi­
year Expense Plan for Opioid Settlement Funds, which the BCC approved on October 22, 2024. 

A BCC workshop was held to review and discuss the plan, take additional public comment and 
adopt the proposed funding framework of 90% of funds directed toward social determinants of 
health-including housing, recovery supports, care coordination, and prevention-and I 0% of 
funds directed toward deep-end treatment and crisis care, with guardrails to prevent supplanting 
of existing funding streams with Opioid Settlement Funds with reference from the NOFO stating 
" Opioid Settlement Funds shall be supplemental to and shall not take the place of any other 
funds, including, but not limited to, funding from other grants that has lapsed or shrunken, 
whether it is a county, state or federal grant". 

Opioid Settlement Funding Implementation Plan 

Palm Beach County Community Services Department developed and released a Notice of 
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for Opioid Settlement Funds (OSF) and Financially Assisted 
Agencies (FAA) on March 7, 2025, with responses due by April 7, 2025. Following the 
submission period, review panels convened to score and rank all proposals that met threshold 
screening criteria. Funding recommendations were issued on May 28, 2025. A presentation 
summarizing the results was provided to the BHSUCOD Advisory Committee to inform its 
members and members of the public of the proposals that were going to be recommended to the 
BCC for funding. 

The BCC approved the OSF contracts on September 9, 2025, with start dates retroactive to 
August 1, 2025. Each contract was approved for one(!) one-year term with two (2) one-year 
renewals, meaning that the contracts will remain in effect through June 30, 2028 (the end of the 
State Fiscal Year). 

A. NOFO Categories 
The NOFO focused on three (3) categories: Recovery Supports, Community Education and 
Engagement, and Deep-End Treatment. 
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1. Recovery Supports 
In the Recovery Supports category, the County received five (5) proposals. Two (2) programs 
were awarded funding. 

Agency Services Amount Core Strategy/ Focus 
Provided Approve Use Population 

Rebel Recovery, Housing, Peer $457,850 Core Strategy: E Marginalized 
Florida, Inc. Supports, (Expansion of Communities and 

Resource, and Warm Hand-Off Palm Beach 
Care Programs and County residents, 
Navigation Recovery Services) including 

and Approved Use: individuals with 
B (Support People criminal justice 
in Treatment and involvement. 
Recovery). 

Lord's Place, Inc. Housing, $350,000 Core Strategy: E Palm Beach 
Recovery (Expansion of County 
Supports, and Warm Hand-Off Unsheltered 
Other Essential Programs and Individuals with 
Services Recovery Services) substance use 

and Approved Use: and co-occurring 
B (Support People disorders 
in Treatment and 
Recovery). 

Master Plan Alignment: Provide sustainable resources ( essential services), including housing, peer 
support, care coordination, and flex funds, which mirror the federal Comprehensive Opioid, 
Stimulant, and Substance Use Program (COSSUP). 

2. Community Education and Engagement 
This category consisted of four (4) subcategories: Family Supports; Resilient and Recovery 
Ready Communities; Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT); and 
Drug Disposal. Two (2) proposals for Family Supports were submitted. One of the programs 
withdrew its application, and the other received funding. Four (4) proposals were submitted 
under the subcategory of Resilient and Recovery Ready Communities. One program was 
removed due to its status as a gove=ental entity, and two proposals were not recommended 
for funding due to low scores and low ranking. One program was recommended for funding. 

6[Page 



Two (2) proposals were submitted for SBIRT. One is being funded. One (1) proposal was 
submitted under the subcategory of Drug Disposal, and it is being funded. 

A. Family Supports 

Agency Services Amount Core Strategy/ Focus 
Provided Approve Use Population 

NAMI Palm Beach Family Support $100,000 Core Strategy: Families of 
County, Inc. (NAMI) Programs Provide enhanced Individuals with 

specifically support for children Opioid Use, 
designed for and family Substance Use 
families with members suffering and/or Co-
loved ones who trauma as a result Occurring 
have substance of addiction in the Disorders 
use and/or family and offer 
Co-occurring trauma-informed 

disorders. behavioral health 
treatment for 
adverse childhood 
events. Approved 
Use: Address the 
Needs of Pregnant 
or Parenting 
Women and their 
families, including 
babies with 
neonatal abstinence 
syndrome. 

Master Plan Alignment: Create and/or support co=unity-based education or support services 
for families, youth, and adolescents at risk for SUD and any co-occurring MH conditions which 
builds resilience, recognizes adverse child experiences and is trauma-informed. 

B. Recovery Ready Communities 

Agency Services Amount Core Strategy/ Focus 
Provided Approve Use Population 

Ferd and Gladys Alpert Mental Health $150,000 Prevention Residents in 
Jewish Family & & Substance Programs Palm Beach 
Children's Service of Use First Aid County with 

Substance Use 
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Palm Beach County, Disorder and Co-
Inc. Occurring 

Disorders. 

Master Plan Alignment: Create and/or support community-based education to increase awareness 
and ability to recognize warning signs of different stages for both behavioral and substance use 
issues. 

C. Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) 

Agency Services Amount Core Strategy/ Focus 
Provided Approve Use Population 

Genesis Community Training $340,000 Approved Use: Primary Care and 
Health, Inc. Primary Care Connect People Mental Health 

Providers and Who Need Help to Providers that 
Mental Health the Help they Need serve uninsured 
Providers that (Connections to and underinsured 
serve Care) and (Fund Palm Beach 
underinsured Screening, Brief County 
and uninsured Intervention and Residents. 
populations on Referral to 
how to utilize Treatment (SBIRT) 
SBIRT as a programs to reduce 
tool to the transition from 
intervene early use to disorders, 
when risky including SBIRT 
substance use services to pregnant 
behaviors are women who are 
identified. The uninsured or not 
Agency will eligible for 
also train its Medicaid). 
staff to utilize 
SBIRT in its 
clinics. 

Master Plan Alignment: Create and/or support community-based education or support services 
for families, youth, and adolescents at risk for SUD and any co-occurring MH conditions, which 
builds resilience, recognizes adverse child experiences and is trauma-informed. 
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D. Drug Disposal 

Agency Services Amount Core Strategy/ Focus 
Provided Approve Use Population 

Palm Beach County Drug Disposal $80,000 Core Strategy: Palm Beach 
Substance Abuse Prevention County Residents 

Coalition, Inc.IDB Palm Programs, Funding 
Beach County for co=unity drug 

Behavioral Health disposal programs. 
Coalition 

Master Plan Alignment: Create and/or support co=unity-based education to increase awareness 
and ability to recognize warning signs of different stages for both behavioral and substance use 
issues 

3. Deep-End Treatment 
One (1) proposal for deep-end treatment was submitted and awarded funding. 

Agency Services Amount Core Strategy/ Focus 
Provided Approve Use Population 

The Hanley Center Deep End $450,000 Core Strategy: Women, 
Foundation, Inc. Treatment Expand Pregnant and 

comprehensive Postpartum 
evidence-based Women 
treatment and 
recovery semces, 
including 
Medication 
Assisted Treatment 
(MAT) for women 
with co-occurring 
Opioid Use 
Disorder and other 
substance use 
disorder/Mental 
Health disorders for 
uninsured 
individuals for up 
to 12 months post-
partuni). 
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Master Plan Alignment: Expand comprehensive recovery and treatment services, including 
MAT, for populations with substance use and co-occurring disorders demonstrating high need 
and prioritizing pregnant and parenting women. 

B. Behavioral Health Response 

Fundin_g Sources Description of Fundini Source 
Behavioral Health and Substance Use 

Resp_onse 
Local funding-first appropriated in 2017 to 

address the County's opioid epidemic 

Palm Beach Behavioral 
Health Coalition 

Palm Health Foundation: 
BeWellPBC 

Florida Association of 
Recovery Residences 

Florida Atlantic University 

Recovery Support 
Services 
Wellness and 
Recovery hritiative 

Recovery Capital 
hritiative 
Process and 
Outcomes 
Evaluations 
Research Initiative 

4634 

218 ( engaged in 
hritiative) 1606 (touched) 
through social media and 
The Well of PBC articles 

are available directly 
through the Be Well 

platforms 

NIA 

NIA 

Total Awarded 

$1,613,130 

$1,250,000 

$125,000 

$60,000 

$175,000 

In summary, Fiscal Year 2025 represented a critical transition for the BHSUCOD Advisory 
Committee from strategic planning to implementation, particularly through the deployment of 
Opioid Settlement Funds aligned with the County's Master Plan 2024. Through collaborative 
governance, data-informed recommendations, and sustained stakeholder engagement, the 
Advisory Committee and Community Services Department established a strong foundation for 
system-wide improvements addressing behavioral health, substance use, and co-occurring 
disorders across Palm Beach County. As funded programs move into active implementation and 
evaluation, the BHSUCOD Advisory Committee remains committed to advancing equitable 
access, strengthening prevention and recovery supports, and promoting coordinated, person­
centered solutions that respond to community needs. The work accomplished in FY25 positions 
the County to continue meaningful progress and long-term impact in the years ahead. 
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RESOLUTION NO. R-2022-1340 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
CREATING THE PALM BEACH COUNTY ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON BEHAVIORAL HEALTH, SUBSTANCE 
USE AND CO-OCCURRING DISORDERS; PROVIDING 
FOR A PURPOSE; PROVIDING FOR MEMBERSHIP, 
APPOINTMENTS, TERMS; PROVIDING FOR OFFICERS; 
PROVIDING FOR ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES; 
PROVIDING FOR SUNSHINE LAW, CODE OF ETHICS; 
PROVIDING FOR MEETINGS; PROVIDING FOR 
SUBCOMMITTEES; PROVIDING . FOR GENERAL 
PROVISIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE, 
SUNSET. 

Attachment 2 

WHEREAS, behavioral health and substance use disorder are major health problems 
facing the citizens of Palm Beach County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) adopted an Opioid Epidemic 
Response Plan (the Response Plan) in April of 2017 that identified strategic areas of 
focus as well as related action steps including appointing a County Drug Czar, 
designating a lead entity, and establishing an opioid response steering committee to 
advise and help guide the County's efforts; and 

WHEREAS, the Response Plan was intended to satisfy the State's Opioid Settlement 
Clearing Trust Fund requirement for an opioid response abatement plan pursuant to 
section 17.42 (4)(c), Florida Statutes (2022); and 

WHEREAS, the BCC has identified the substance use epidemic including but not limited 
to opioids, crack cocaine and crystal methamphetamine as well as behavioral and 
substance use disorder as high strategic priorities; and 

WHEREAS, a Behavioral Health, Substance Use and Co-Occurring Disorder Steering 
Committee was established in 2019 consistent with the Opioid Response Plan, which was 
intended, in part, to satisfy the State's Opioid Settlement Clearing Trust Fund requirement 
for a Task Force to respond to the opioid epidemic pursuant to section 17.42 (4)(b), 
Florida Statutes (2022); and 

WHEREAS, the BCC has expressed approval of a person-centered, recovery-oriented 
system of care focused on quality of care and long-term recovery outcome improvements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT: 

Section 1: Purpose. There is hereby established the Palm Beach County Advisory 
Committee on Behavioral Health, Substance Use and Co-Occurring Disorder 
(BHSUCOD) to enhance the County's capacity and effectiveness in formulating 
comprehensive, integrated, and effective behavioral health, substance use and co-
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occurring disorders prevention, treatment, support, and recovery policies, as well as to 
offer recommendations regarding the County's provision of services to the citizens of 
Palm Beach County. The BHSUCOD will be supported by the Palm Beach County 
Community Services Department. The BHSUCOD will increase the coordination and 
interactions between organizations, agencies and institutions whose mission is to resolve 
Substance Use and Behavioral Disorders in Palm Beach County. 

Section 2: Membership, Appointments, Terms. 

A Members: The BHSUCOD shall be comprised of nine (9) at-large Members and 
eight (8) Ex officio Members. Members and Ex Officio Members will have equal 
voting rights on all matters to come before the BHSUCOD. The total membership 
of the Advisory Committee shall, at a minimum, represent the organizations, 
agencies, institutions, and municipalities whose mission is to resolve Substance 
Use and Behavioral Disorders. Members shall be selected for their knowledge, 
competence, and experience relative to behavioral health and substance use 
disorder. In addition, three (3) of the nine (9) Members shall have lived experience 
with behavioral health and/or substance use disorder. All Members and Ex Officio 
Members must reside in Palm Beach County at the time of appointment and while 
serving on the Board. Membership shall be representative of the racial, ethnic, 
and geographic diversity of Palm Beach County. 

B. Inaugural Membership. The nine (9) individuals who serve as Members of the 
Opioid Response Plan Steering Committee at the time this Resolution is approved 
by the BCC, and the three (3) individuals who serve as Ex Officio Members of that 
Steering Committee, shall comprise the inaugural membership of the BHSUCOD, 
provided each individual resides in Palm Beach County. Ex Officio Members 
required by Paragraph C below, who do not serve as Ex Officio Members of the 
Steering Committee at the time this Resolution is approved, will be added to the 
inaugural membership of the BHSUCOD immediately on recommendation of the 
organization they represent. 

C. Ex Officio Members: the Ex Officio Members of the BHSUCOD shall be: 
1. One (1) member of the Palm Beach County League of Cities who represents a 

municipality involved in opioid litigation; 
2. One (1) member representing the State Attorney, Fifteenth Judicial Circuit; 
3. One (1) member representing the Health Care District of Palm Beach County; 
4. One (1) member representing the Florida Department of Health in Palm Beach 

County; 
5. One (1) member representing the Palm Beach County Sheriff; 
6. One (1) member representing Palm Beach County Fire Rescue; 
7. One (1) member representing Southeast Florida Behavioral Health Network; 

and 
8. One (1) member representing Palm Health Foundation. 
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Ex Officio Members shall be recommended for membership by the organization they 
represent, and membership shall occur simultaneously with that recommendation. 

D. Appointments and Terms: At the inaugural meeting of the BHSUCOD, there will 
be a random selection designating three (3) Members to serve a one (1)-year initial 
term, three (3) Members to serve a two (2)-year initial term, and three (3) Members to 
serve a three (3)-year initial term. Following a Member's inaugural membership, 
Members shall be appointed at large by the BCC, and serve staggered terms of three 
(3) years, with a limit of three (3) consecutive three (3)-year terms. Vacancies 
occurring during a term shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the term, and shall 
not count toward the member's term limits. Ex Officio Members are not term limited. 
All Members shall serve at the pleasure of the BCC. 

E. Attendance: Members shall be automatically removed for lack of attendance. Lack 
of attendance is defined as failure to attend three (3) consecutive meetings or failure 
to attend more than one-half of the meetings scheduled during a calendar year. 
Participation for less than three-fourths of a meeting shall be the same as a failure to 
attend a meeting. Members removed pursuant to this paragraph shall not continue to 
serve on the Advisory. Committee and such removal shall create a vacancy. 
Attendance requirement does not apply to Ex Officio Members. 

Section 3: Officers. A chair and vice-chair shall be elected by a majority vote of the 
BHSUCOD and shall serve for a term of one year, but not to exceed two consecutive 
terms in any one office. The duties of the chair shall be to: 

A. Call Advisory Committee meetings and organize the agenda for the meetings; 

B. Preside at Advisory Committee meetings; 

C. Establish subcommittees, appoint subcommittee chairs, and charge 
subcommittees with specific tasks; 

D. Serve as primary liaison with staff; and 

E. Perform other functions as the Advisory Committee may suggest. 

The vice-chair shall perform the duties of the chair in the chair's absence, and such 
other duties as the chair may assign. 

If a vacancy occurs in the office of the chair, then the position shall be assumed by the 
vice-chair for the remainder of the term. Any remaining officer vacancies shall be filled 
through a majority vote of the Advisory Committee. 
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Section 4: Roles and Responsibilities. The BHUSCOD shall have the following roles 
and responsibilities: 

A. Collect information related to substance abuse disorders in the County and provide 
that information to the BCC, along with recommendations on responding to the opioid 
epidemic, as provided in section 17.42, Florida Statutes (2022). 

B. Submit to the BCC by October 1 of each year the BHSUCOD Annual Report or 
Response Plan Update, which shall evaluate mechanisms for behavioral health and 
substance use disorder services and recommend any changes that may improve the 
quality, long-term recovery outcomes, and coordination of these services. 

C. If requested by the BCC, provide recommendations on positions the BCC may take 
on local, state and federal legislation. 

Section 5: Sunshine Law, Codes~of Ethics 

The BHSUCOD is subject to Florida's Sunshine Law. Reasonable public notice of all 
meetings, including subcommittee meetings, shall be provided, as required by the 
Sunshine Law, and all meetings shall be open to the public and minutes shall be taken. 
Records are subject to public disclosure. 

Members of the BHSUCOD shall comply with the State's Code of Ethics found in Chapter 
112, Part Ill of the Florida Statutes, as well as Palm Beach County's Code of Ethics 
codified in Sections 2-254 through 2-260 of the Palm Beach County Code. 

SECTION 6: Meetings 

The BHSUCOD shall meet monthly, or as needed, as determined by a majority of the 
membership .. A quorum, as established by ordinance, must be present for the conduct of 
all meetings. Meetings shall be governed by Robert's Rules of Order. 

SECTION 7. : Subcommittees 

The BHSUCOD shall be as self-sufficient as possible in that there is no budget for its 
function. To this end, to carry out its duties, the creation of subcommittees is encouraged. 

Section 8. General Provisions Al! members shall comply with the Uniform Policies 
and Procedures governing advisory bodies as set forth in Resolution No. 2013-0193, and 
any amendments thereto. Members will be provided a copy of the resolution and are 
expected to become familiar with the various requirements, including the provision for 
automatic removal for lack of attendance, conduct of meetings, and compliance with state 
and local laws pertaining to financial disclosure and other requirements. 

The BHSUCOD is not established to duplicate efforts that County programs and 
departments were established to address. 

No member shall represent the BHSUCOD before any governmental body or public or 
private entity or group unless approved to do so by a majority vote of the BHSUCOD. 

4 



SECTION 9: Effective Date1 Sunset Provision 

This Resolution shall become effective upon approval by a majority vote of the Board of 
County Commissioners, Palm Beach County, Florida. The BHSUCOD will sunset five 
years from the effective date unless the Board extends its service through official action. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner McKinlay , who 
moved its adoption. The motion was seconded by Commissioner ---:=1>s.-----' 
and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Robert S. Weinroth, Mayor 
Gregg K. Weiss, Vice Mayor 
Commissioner Maria G. Marino 
Commissioner David Kerner 
Commissioner Maria Sachs 
Commissioner Melissa McKinlay -
Commissioner Mack Bernard 

~ 
Aye 

Ab.ae.tit 
Absent 
Aye 

Aye 

ey.e__ 

The Mayor thereupon declared the Resolution duly passed and adopted this ~day 
of November , 2022. 

ATTEST: _, ...... , ... 'U'\'''11, 
CLERK OF CIRC~J~8~f}:' /J•, 
Joseph Abruzzof()/ ~~ 8E..ir,,',~•. 

,., ,,,~ '>' \.,,~ 
, ' t-::s-JI, 

B 
. II,,,.,_,, A~ V, :UJ; 
Y~~'~~, ·m· 

Clerk of~~, I -~~~-;ff 
APPROVED AS Td•tr~l(t,_j~-­
LEGAL, SUFFICIENC.Y: 

By: ~ ~'"?r"I 
Assi • - • •• 
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APPROVEC,.,AS TO NTENT: 

y: ~ 
Assistant 
or 



From P. 25 of the BCC Minutes, November 1, 2022, AMENDED MOTION 

MOTION to adopt the resolution with the addition of a ninth Ex Officio member from the 
Southeast Florida Recovery Advocates (SEFRA). Motion by Commissioner McKinlay, 
seconded by Commissioner Sachs. 

Discussion 

UPON CALL FOR A VOTE, the motion carried 6-0. 

Aye: 

Nay: 

Absent: 

Mayor Weinroth, Vice Mayor Weiss, Commissioner Bernard, 
Commissioner Marino, Commissioner McKinlay, and Commissioner Sachs 

None 

Commissioner Kerner 
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