
PALM BEACH COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Agenda Item#: 5C--l 

Meeting Date: May 5, 2026 [ ] Consent [ ] Regular 
[X ]Public Hearing 

Department/Submitted By: COMMISSION ON ETHICS 

I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends a motion to approve: an Ordinance of the Board of 
County Commissioners (BCC) of Palm Beach County, Florida, amending Chapter 2, Article V, 
Division 8, The Palm Beach County Commission on Ethics (COE) Ordinance, as amended; 
amending Section 2-260(a) (Filing of complaints); amending Section 2-260(b) (Legal sufficiency 
of complaints}; amending Section 2-260(d) (Preliminary investigation and public hearing); 
amending Section 2-260(9} (Public records exemption); amending Section 2-260.4 (Frivolous or 
groundless complaints); providing for a savings clause; providing for repeal of laws in conflict; 
providing for severability; providing for inclusion in the code of laws and ordinances; and providing 
for an effective date. 

Summary: The BCC adopted the Palm Beach County COE Ordinance as a countywide 
Ordinance in May of 2011, in accordance with the County Charter. The Charter amendments, 
which were approved by the voters in November 2010, also called for the establishment of a 
review committee to review and recommend proposed changes to the COE Ordinance. 

In order to ensure compliance with Senate Bill 7014 (2024), the COE referred this matter to the 
ethics review committee, which recommends amendments that would remove the Executive 
Director of the COE as an individual authorized to file self-initiated complaints; prohibit the 
commission on ethics from self-initiating a complaint; clarify that complaints must be based on 
the complainant's personal knowledge or on information other than hearsay in order to be found 
legally sufficient; and create a provision establishing a process for the recovery of costs and 
attorney fees for frivolous or groundless complaints. Countywide (DB) 

Background and Policy Issues: The Palm Beach County COE Ordinance applies to all county 
and municipal officials and employees, lobbyists, their principals and employers, and vendors. 
This amendment impacts the process for filing and reviewing complaints by removing the 
Executive Director's authority to file self-initiated complaints and clarifying the standards for legal 
sufficiency. Specifically, it requires that complaints be based on personal knowledge or 
information other than hearsay. It also adds a process for the recovery of costs and attorney's 
fees for frivolous and groundless complaints. 

Attachment: 

1. Commission on Ethics Ordinance Amendments - red line 
2. Commission on Ethics Ordinance Amendments - clean 

Ch r·1 st·1e Kel I ey_·· Digitally signed by Christie Kelley 
Recommended by: __ Date: 2026.04.29 11 :25:07 -04'00' 

Christie Kelley, Executive Director Date 

Approved by: ----~----~-------------"-'~-'-d_26 __ 
Chief Deputy County Administrator Date 
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II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

Fiscal Years 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 

Capital Expenditures 
Operating Costs 
External Revenues 
Program Income (County) 
In-Kind Match (County) 

NET FISCAL IMPACT 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) 

Is Item Included in Current Budget? Yes No 
Is this item using Federal Funds? Yes No 
Is this item using State Funds? Yes No 

Budget Account No.: Fund Department Unit Object 

Reporting Category __ 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 

C. Departmental Fiscal Review: _____________ _ 

Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Development and Cont ol Comments: 

,,_;.__p r\\ L '--t \1" h.~)$, 

~ OFM1i ~ lij9.q 
B. Legal Sufficiency: ~~ ~J?.,,7 

if{;;;;;:. '-(I,. lz.., 
Assistant County Attorney 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

THIS SUMMARY IS NOT TO BE USED AS A BASIS FOR PAYMENT. 
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1 
2 ORDINANCE NO 2026 -
3 
4 
5 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
6 COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
7 AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE V, DIVISION 8 OF THE 
8 PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE, THE PALM BEACH COUNTY 
9 COMMISSION ON ETHICS ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED ; 

10 AMENDING SECTION 2-260(a) (FILING OF COMPLAINTS); 
11 AMENDING SECTION 2-260(b) (LEGAL SUFFICIENCY OF 
12 COMPLAINTS); AMENDING SECTION 2-260(d) 
13 (PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION AND PUBLIC HEARING); 
14 AMENDING SECTION 2-260(g) (PUBLIC RECORDS 
15 EXEMPTION); AMENDING SECTION 2-260.4 (FRIVOLOUS 
16 OR GROUNDLESS COMPLAINTS); PROVIDING FOR A 
17 SA VIN GS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN 
18 CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
19 FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND 
20 ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; 
21 PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
22 EFFECTIVE DATE. 
23 
24 WHEREAS, based on a referendum on November 2, 2010, concerning proposed 

25 amendments to the Palm Beach County Charter, a majority of voters in the County and in every 

26 municipality in Palm Beach County elected to require the Board of County Commissioners to 

27 adopt an ordinance to establish a countywide Commission on Ethics with the authority to review, 

28 interpret, render advisory opinions and to enforce the countywide Palm Beach County Code of 

29 Ethics and to provide ethics training for the benefit oflocal governments, citizens groups and the 

30 general public; and 

31 WHEREAS, the Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners adopted the Palm 

32 Beach County Commission on Ethics Ordinance, Ordinance 2011-10 on May 17, 2011 and adopted 

33 amendments in Ordinance 2015-032 on September 22, 2015, Ordinance 2021-015 on June 15, 

34 2021, and Ordinance 2022-12 on May 17, 2022; and 

35 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds that the amendments set forth 

36 herein advances the purposes and intent of the Palm Beach County Charter amendments approved 

37 by the electorate on November 2, 2010; and 

38 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County, pursuant to its 

39 authority under Florida Constitution, Article VIII, Section 1 (g), Section 125.01, Florida Statutes, 

40 the Palm Beach County Charter, hereby amends the Palm Beach County Commission on Ethics 

41 Ordinance; and 

42 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has conducted a duly noticed public 

43 hearing to consider these amendments as required by law. 



44 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

45 COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

46 *** 

4 7 Part 1. Section 2-260 is amended as follows: 

48 Section 2-260 - Procedure on Complaints filed. 

49 (a) Filing of complaints. 

50 (1) Any person may file a complaint with the commission on ethics. 

51 (2) The eo'cOOnti~reEtor of the commission on ethies,the office of inspector general, or the 

52 office of the state attorney may file a complaint with the commission on ethics. 

53 (3) The commission 011 ethics is prohibited from self-initiating a complaint. 

54 (b) Legal sufficiency of complaints. 

55 (1) In order to be found legally sufficient, complaints filed by persons under section (a)l 

56 above, must: 

57 *** 

58 c. Be based mbstantially upon the personal knowledge of the complainant or on 

59 information other than hears0_y; and 

60 *** 

61 (2) In order to be found legally sufficient, complaints filed by 1:h-cutive director~ 

62 oomt11tSsion on-et+J±65,the office of inspector general, or the office of the state attorney 

63 must: 

64 *** 

65 Upon a finding oflegal sufficiency, m1rsuant to Section 2-260(b)(l) or (b)(2) as applicable, by 

66 the executive director or general counsel, the commission on ethics staff shall initiate an 

67 J'lf&h½nimH':f investigation. 

68 * * * 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

(d) Pfelinti1H¼l".f'ciftV"',tij,:atioa Probable cause determination and public hearing. Al-1 

flft,HllfHH&Y investigation shall be undertaken by the commission on ethics of each legally 

sufficient complaint over which the commission on ethics has jurisdiction to determine 

whether there is probable cause to believe that a violation has occurred. If, upon completion 

of the flllClimf!lmy investigation, the commission on ethics finds no probable cause to 

believe that a violation has been committed, the commission on ethics shall dismiss the 



75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

*** 

complaint with the issuance of a report to the complainant and the respondent. If the 

commission on ethics finds from the j3rclinm1,1ry investigation probable cause to believe 

that a violation has been committed, it shall set the matter for a public hearing and notify 

respondent via certified mail, hand delivery, or courier. The commission on ethics may use 

telephone or electronic mail as a secondary means of notice. The commission on ethics or 

the hearing officer conducting the public hearing may order commission staff to conduct 

such further investigation as it deems necessary, and may enter into such stipulations and 

settlements as it finds to be just and in the best interest of the citizens of the county. The 

public hearing provided for in this section shall be held within one hundred twenty (120) 

days of the probable cause determination unless extended by the commission on ethics or 

the hearing officer for good cause based on the request of a party or on its own initiative. 

(g) Public records exemption. The commission on ethics and its staff shall be considered "an 

appropriate local official" for the purposes of whistleblower protection provided for in 

Section 112.3188(1 ), Florida Statutes. The complaint and all records held by the 

commission on ethics and its staff related to an active J3reiiminary investigation are 

91 confidential and exempt from disclosure in a manner consistent with the provisions in 

92 Florida Statutes, Sections 112.324(2) and (3) and 112.3188(2). In addition, any proceeding 

93 conducted by the commission on ethics pursuant to a complaint or j3rclimilmfy 

94 investigation is exempt from the provision Section 286.01 I, Florida Statutes, and Article 

95 1, §24(b), Florida Constitution, as set forth in Section 112.324(2) and (3), Florida Statutes. 

96 Once an llH'1m'l±Rm3/ investigation is complete and a probable cause determination made, 

97 all other proceedings conducted pursuant to this subsection shall be public meetings within 

98 the meaning of Florida Statutes, Ch. 286, and all other documents made or received by the 

99 commission on ethics or hearing officer shall be public records within the meaning of 

100 Florida Statutes, Ch. 119, subject to whistleblower confidentiality as provided for in 

101 Section 112.3188(1 ), Florida Statutes. 

102 * * * 

103 Part 2. Section 2-260.4 is amended as follows: 

104 Section 2-260.4 - Recovery of attorney's foes and costs for Ffrivolous or groundless 

105 complaints. 



106 lfH'fflyctaw-i+~ commission on ethics or hearing off!€0'!'-fietcrmines !hat-the 

107 oomplaining-part3 fik'G7rffiVB+<'lfl£-Brg~s-,,,'Bn,plaint as def+nec+ifrFleri<:!a-Statmes,~-0§, 

108 er1lceon1r,l,aintwith-l'H·a±reIBHS-·inrenhmd with the knov~at-the-e-emplaint 0tll1tains--on&tl'f 

109 mHre false allegatioBs,er,vtlh-reekless-dtJregaffHBf-vd1cther thee(ttnplaim contains-matei~alse 

110 nlleg-atiet,s,tl,ete-mmLsion ,~s or hom~ffic-eH;lmi,kinler the cornplainiag-pnr{y-t&pay 

111 aJ3y-BBSt£-anElnHofney-'s--fees-ineuffO(}by-the-ee-n1mtS&i-e&e-tt·cthiBsand-4wthe-al±ege4vi-O la tor. The 

112 ck'4efffii.aati.€,n--By !he c0111tl'ri.ssi.e-tttrn-ethiee-Br hearing BfficeF-regHH!ing-~complaint is 

113 l±"WB+ffilfr-Ol'-f,.'ffiHfi.Ei.J.essshal~re-ooente&-£'B!lclusi'V'ec 

114 A ward of fees mu! costs. The commission on ethics or hearing officer shall order the 

115 complainant to pav anv attornev's fees and costs incurred bv the commission on ethics and/or 

116 the respondent when it is detennined that: 

117 LU The complaint was filed with malicious intent to inime the reputation of the respondent, 

118 and with knowledge that the complaint contained one or more false allegations: or 

119 L2J The complaint was filed with reckless disregard as to whether it contained false allegations 

120 of fact material to a violation. 

121 Filing ofrnotio11, 

122 Ll) A 1.notion seeking attornev's foes and costs under this section rnav be filed by the 

123 respondent or initiated bv the commission on ethics or hearing officer. Such motim1 shall 

124 he filed no later than thirtv (30) calendar clavs after the issuance of the final order resolving 

125 the complaint 

126 C?cl A motion filed by a respondent under this section shall include: 

127 a. A statement of the legal and factual basis for the request: 

128 b. Identification of anv portion of the complaint alleged to he frivolous, malicious, or 

129 grmmdl.ess: 

130 c. A detailed accounting of the attomev's fees ,md costs incurred in resnondina to the 

131 complaint: and 

132 d. Supp01:t.in£ documentation or affidavits estahlishino bad faith, knowledoe of false 

133 §tatement, or reckless disrerzard bv the compl.ainant 

134 CD The complainant shall have fourteen (14) calendar clavs from receipt of the motion to file 

135 a written response. 

136 .(£! Hearing aml determination. The commission on ethics or hearing officer shall schedule a 



137 hearing on the motion within sixtv ( 60) days of its filing and shall issue a written decision 

138 stating with particularitv its reasoning yvithin fortv-fivc (45) calendar davs of the hearing. If 

139 the commission on ethics or hearing officer awards attomev' s fees and costs, the complainant 

140 shall pav such costs and fees within sixtv (60) davs of the date of the order. Failure to remit 

141 navm.ent shal.l entitle the respondent to initiate a civil action in a court of competent iurisdiction 

142 to recover the costs and fees awarded by the commission. 

143 Part 3. Savings Clause. 

144 All complaints, investigations, advisory oplillons, recommended orders, final orders, 

145 requests for advisory opinions, hearing processes, and all other functions of the Palm Beach County 

146 Commission on Ethics, initiated or completed pursuant to Ordinances 2011-10, 2011-11, or 

147 2011-39, as may be amended, shall remain in full force and effect. 

148 Part 4. Repeal of Laws in Conflict. 

149 All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 

150 repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

151 Part 5. Severability. 

152 If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any 

153 reason held by the Court to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such holding shall not affect 

154 the remainder of this Ordinance. 

155 Part 6. Inclusion in the Code of Laws and Ordinances. 

156 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Laws and 

157 Ordinances of Palm Beach County, Florida. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered 

158 or re-lettered to accomplish such, and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," 

159 or other appropriate word. 

160 Part 7. Enforcement. 

161 This Ordinance is enforceable by all means provided by law. Additionally, the County 

162 may choose to enforce this Ordinance by seeking injunctive relief in the Circuit Court of Palm 

163 Beach County. 

164 Part 8. Penalty. 

165 Any violation of any portion of this Ordinance shall be punishable as provided by law. 

166 Part 9. Effective Date. 

167 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective on May I, 2026. 



168 APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 

169 County, Florida, on this the __ day of _____ _, 2026. 

170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
189 

ATTEST: 
MICHAEL CARUSO, CLERK 
OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
& COMPTROLLER 

By: _________ _ 
Deputy Clerk 

(SEAL) 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

By: /Li { v----· 
'County Attorney 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

By:----------­
Sarah Baxter, Mayor 

Filed with the Department of State on the __ day of ______ ~ 2026. 



1 
2 ORDINANCE NO 2026 -
3 
4 
5 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
6 COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
7 AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE V, DIVISION 8 OF THE 
8 PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE, THE PALM BEACH COUNTY 
9 COMMISSION ON ETHICS ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED ; 

10 AMENDING SECTION 2-260(a) (FILING OF COMPLAINTS); 
11 AMENDING SECTION 2-260(b) (LEGAL SUFFICIENCY OF 
12 COMPLAINTS); AMENDING SECTION 2-260(d) 
13 (PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION AND PUBLIC HEARING); 
14 AMENDING SECTION 2-260(g) (PUBLIC RECORDS 
15 EXEMPTION); AMENDING SECTION 2-260.4 (FRIVOLOUS 
16 OR GROUNDLESS COMPLAINTS); PROVIDING FOR A 
17 SA VIN GS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN 
18 CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
19 FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND 
20 ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; 
21 PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
22 EFFECTIVE DATE. 
23 
24 WHEREAS, based on a referendum on November 2, 2010, concerning proposed 

25 amendments to the Palm Beach County Charter, a majority of voters in the County and in every 

26 municipality in Palm Beach County elected to require the Board of County Commissioners to 

27 adopt an ordinance to establish a countywide Commission on Ethics with the authority to review, 

28 interpret, render advisory opinions and to enforce the countywide Palm Beach County Code of 

29 Ethics and to provide ethics training for the benefit oflocal govermnents, citizens groups and the 

30 general public; and 

31 WHEREAS, the Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners adopted the Palm 

32 Beach County Commission on Ethics Ordinance, Ordinance 2011-10 on May 17, 2011 and adopted 

33 amendments in Ordinance 2015-032 on September 22, 2015, Ordinance 2021-015 on June 15, 

34 2021, and Ordinance 2022-12 on May 17, 2022; and 

35 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds that the amendments set forth 

36 herein advances the purposes and intent of the Palm Beach County Charter amendments approved 

37 by the electorate on November 2, 2010; and 

38 WHEREAS, the Board of County Cormnissioners ofPalm Beach County, pursuant to its 

39 authority under Florida Constitution, Article V111, Section 1 (g), Section 125.01, Florida Statutes, 

40 the Palm Beach County Charter, hereby amends the Palm Beach County Commission on Ethics 

41 Ordinance; and 

42 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has conducted a duly noticed public 

43 hearing to consider these amendments as required by law. 



44 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

45 COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

46 *** 

4 7 Part 1. Section 2-260 is amended as follows: 

48 Section 2-260 - Procedure on Complaints filed. 

49 (a) Filing of complaints. 

50 (1) Any person may file a complaint with the commission on ethics. 

51 (2) The office of inspector general, or the office of the state attorney may file a complaint with 

52 the commission on ethics. 

53 (3) The commission on ethics is prohibited from self-initiating a complaint. 

54 (b) Legal sufficiency of complaints. 

55 (1) In order to be found legally sufficient, complaints filed by persons under section (a)l 

56 above, must: 

57 *** 

58 c. Be based upon the personal knowledge of the complainant or on information other than 

59 hearsay; and 

60 *** 

61 (2) In order to be found legally sufficient, complaints filed by the office of inspector general, 

62 or the office of the state attorney must: 

63 *** 

64 Upon a finding oflegal sufficiency, pursuant to Section 2-260(b)(l) or (b)(2) as applicable, by 

65 the executive director or general counsel, the commission on ethics staff shall initiate an 

66 investigation. 

67 * * * 

68 ( d) Probable cause determination and public hearing. An investigation shall be undertaken 

69 by the commission on ethics of each legally sufficient complaint over which the 

70 commission on ethics has jurisdiction to determine whether there is probable cause to 

71 believe that a violation has occurred. If, upon completion of the investigation, the 

72 commission on ethics finds no probable cause to believe that a violation has been 

73 committed, the commission on ethics shall dismiss the complaint with the issuance of a 

7 4 report to the complainant and the respondent. If the commission on ethics finds from the 



75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

*** 

investigation probable cause to believe that a violation has been committed, it shall set the 

matter for a public hearing and notify respondent via certified mail, hand delivery, or 

courier. The commission on ethics may use telephone or electronic mail as a secondary 

means of notice. The commission on ethics or the hearing officer conducting the public 

hearing may order commission staff to conduct such further investigation as it deems 

necessary, and may enter into such stipulations and settlements as it finds to be just and in 

the best interest of the citizens of the county. The public hearing provided for in this section 

shall be held within one hundred twenty (120) days of the probable cause determination 

unless extended by the commission on ethics or the hearing officer for good cause based 

on the request of a party or on its own initiative. 

(g) Public records exemption. The commission on ethics and its staff shall be considered "an 

appropriate local official" for the purposes of whistleblower protection provided for in 

Section 112.3188(1 ), Florida Statutes. The complaint and all records held by the 

commission on ethics and its staff related to an active investigation are confidential and 

exempt from disclosure in a manner consistent with the provisions in Florida Statutes, 

91 Sections 112.324(2) and (3) and 112.3188(2). In addition, any proceeding conducted by 

92 the commission on ethics pursuant to a complaint or investigation is exempt from the 

93 provision Section 286.011, Florida Statutes, and Article I, §24(b ), Florida Constitution, as 

94 set forth in Section 112.324(2) and (3), Florida Statutes. Once an investigation is complete 

95 and a probable cause determination made, all other proceedings conducted pursuant to this 

96 subsection shall be public meetings within the meaning of Florida Statutes, Ch. 286, and 

97 all other documents made or received by the commission on ethics or hearing officer shall 

98 be public records within the meaning of Florida Statutes, Ch. 119, subject to whistleblower 

99 confidentiality as provided for in Section 112.3188(1), Florida Statutes. 

100 * * * 

101 Part 2. Section 2-260.4 is amended as follows: 

102 Section 2-260.4 - Recovery of attorney's fees and costs for frivolous or groundless 

103 complaints. 



104 (a) Award of fees and costs. The commission on ethics or hearing officer shall order the 

105 complainant to pay any attorney's fees and costs incurred by the commission on ethics 

106 and/or the respondent when it is determined that: 

107 (b) The complaint was filed with malicious intent to injure the reputation of the respondent, 

1 08 and with knowledge that the complaint contained one or more false allegations; or 

109 ( c) The complaint was filed with reckless disregard as to whether it contained false allegations 

110 of fact material to a violation. 

111 (d) Filing of motion. 

112 a. A motion seeking attorney's fees and costs under this section may be filed by the 

113 respondent or initiated by the commission on ethics or hearing officer. Such motion 

114 shall be filed no later than thirty (30) calendar days after the issuance of the final 

115 order resolving the complaint. 

116 b. A motion filed by a respondent under this section shall include: 

117 ( e) A statement of the legal and factual basis for the request; 

118 (t) Identification of any portion of the complaint alleged to be frivolous, malicious, or 

119 groundless; 

120 (g) A detailed accounting of the attorney's fees and costs incurred in responding to the 

121 complaint; and 

122 (h) Supporting documentation or affidavits establishing bad faith, knowledge of false 

123 statement, or reckless disregard by the complainant. 

124 a. The complainant shall have fourteen (14) calendar days from receipt of the motion 

125 to file a written response. 

126 (i) Hearing and determination. The commission on ethics or hearing officer shall schedule a 

127 hearing on the motion within sixty (60) days of its filing and shall issue a written decision 

128 stating with particularity its reasoning within forty-five (45) calendar days of the hearing. 

129 If the commission on ethics or hearing officer awards attorney's fees and costs, the 

130 complainant shall pay such costs and fees within sixty ( 60) days of the date of the order. 

131 Failure to remit payment shall entitle the respondent to initiate a civil action in a court of 

132 competent jurisdiction to recover the costs and fees awarded by the commission. 

133 Part 3. Savings Clause. 

134 All complaints, investigations, advisory oplllions, recommended orders, final orders, 



135 requests for advisory opinions, hearing processes, and all other functions of the Palm Beach County 

136 Commission on Ethics, initiated or completed pursuant to Ordinances 2011-10, 2011-11, or 

137 2011-39, as maybe amended, shall remain in full force and effect. 

138 Part 4. Repeal of Laws in Conflict. 

139 All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 

140 repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

141 Part 5. Severability. 

142 If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any 

143 reason held by the Court to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such holding shall not affect 

144 the remainder of this Ordinance. 

145 Part 6. Inclusion in the Code of Laws and Ordinances. 

146 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Laws and 

147 Ordinances of Palm Beach County, Florida. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered 

148 or re-lettered to accomplish such, and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," 

149 or other appropriate word. 

150 Part 7. Enforcement. 

151 This Ordinance is enforceable by all means provided by law. Additionally, the County 

152 may choose to enforce this Ordinance by seeking injunctive relief in the Circuit Court of Palm 

153 Beach County. 

154 Part 8. Penalty. 

155 Any violation of any portion of this Ordinance shall be punishable as provided by law. 



156 Part 9. Effective Date. 

157 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective on May 1, 2026. 

158 APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 

159 County, Florida, on this the __ day of _____ .....c 2026. 

160 
161 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 

ATTEST: 
MICHAEL CARUSO, CLERK 
OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
& COMPTROLLER 

By: -------=---------­
Deputy Clerk 

(SEAL) 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

4~-
By:~/-~---'-' ____ _ 

County Attorney 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
BY ITS BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

By:----------­
Sarah Baxter, Mayor 

Filed with the Department of State on the __ day of ______ _, 2026. 


