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PALM BEACH COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

[ 1 Consent [X] Regular
[ 1 Ordinance [ ] Public Hearing

Department: Department of Public Safety
Submitted By: Department of Public Safety
Submitted For: Division of Animal Care and Control

. EXECUTIVE BRIEF

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to approve on preliminary reading and
permission to advertise for public hearing on September 15, 2026 at 9:30 a.m.: AN
ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY,
FLORIDA, REPEALING PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE, CHAPTER 4, CODIFYING ORDINANCE
98-22, AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004, 2009-019, 2011-
005, 2015-027, AND 2016-045, “THE PALM BEACH COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL
ORDINANCE"; AND ADOPTING A NEW PALM BEACH COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR A SHORT TITLE; APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR FEMALES IN HEAT. PROVIDING FOR DOG AND CAT
CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR ANIMALS CREATING NUISANCES; PROVIDING
FOR(SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION/ANIMALS AS PRIZES; PROVIDING FOR INJURED
ANIMALS, ACTION REQUIRED; PROVIDING FOR KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS;
PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL WASTE; AMENDING SECTION 4-10 RABIES VACCINATIONS;
AMENDING SECTION 4-11 DOG AND CAT RABIES/LICENSE TAGS; PROVIDING FOR
REDEMPTION AND ADOPTION; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION FEES AND STERILIZATION
REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS AND CATS; PROVIDING FOR RECORDS; PROVIDING FOR
HUMANE EDUCATION; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL BITES AND QUARANTINING; RABIES
CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR GUARD DOGS; PROVIDING FOR EVICTIONS,
INCARCERATIONS, COMMUNITY SERVICE ADJUDICATIONS, AND OTHER INVOLUNTARY
OCCURRENCES; EFFECT ON ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR DISPOSAL OF BODIES OF DEAD
ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR LIVESTOCK; PROVIDING FOR NUMBER OF ANIMALS; ACREAGE
RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT, PROVIDING FOR KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL
HABITAT, COMMERCIAL BREEDER, PET DEALER, PET SHOP, GROOMING PARLOR, AND
COMMERCIAL STABLE PERMIT, PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL CARE; MANNER OF KEEPING;
PROVIDING FOR DOGS AND CATS OFFERED FOR SALE; HEALTH REQUIREMENTS;
PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL AGENCIES; PROVIDING FOR AGGRESSIVE DOGS AND
DANGEROUS DOGS; PROVIDING FOR STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR DOGS AND CATS,
PROVIDING FOR HOBBY BREEDER PERMITS; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL MASTER
HEARINGS; PROVIDING FOR INTERFERENCE WITH ENFORCEMENT, PROVIDING FOR
ENFORCEMENT; PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR FIRST OFFENDERS COURSE; PROVIDING
FOR COMMUNITY CATS; PROVIDING FOR ELECTRONIC ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION DEVICE
IMPLANTATION (EAID) FOR ALL CATS; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION OF STATE
STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF
LAWS AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY;
PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Summary {continued on Page 3):

Attachments:
1} Summary of the Substantive Recommended Changes to the ACC Ordinance
2) Proposed ACC Ordinance Amendment: Strike-through/ Underlined Version
3) Proposed ACC Ordinance Amendment: Clean Version
4) Business Impact Estimate
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. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact
Fiscal Years 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

Personal Services
Operating Expenses
Capital Outlay
Grants & Aids
Program Income (County)
In-Kind Match (County)
Net Fiscal Impact 0

# ADDITIONAL FTE

POSITIONS (Cumulative) 0 0 0 0 0
Is Item Included In Current Budget? Yes No
Is this item using Federal Funds? Yes No
Is this item using State Funds? Yes No

Budget Account Exp No: Fund xxxx_ Dept.xxx_ Unit x0x Obj. xxxx Prog. xox
Rev No: Fund xxxx Dept.oxx Unit _xxxx Rev. 0 Prog. xxxx

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact:
* There is no fiscal impact associated with this agenda item, a separate agenda item
(tentatively scheduled for September 15th) for updates to the resolution to include
the proposed citation fines and fees and the estimated fiscal impact.

C. Departmental Fiscal Review: _/hg:\&@ah "ﬂ'ww @:l
A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Dev. and Control Comments:

lIl. REVIEW COMMENTS
(ﬁﬁum eislaae /8 ,%j /7/ SIAL

~ OFMB?}Q?\P\ 08 "Contract Dgv. And Control‘

oS3k
B. Legal Sufficiency:

e

Assistant County Attorney

C. Other Department Review:

Department Director

This summary is not to be used as a basis for payment.



Summary (continued from Page 1)

The most significant changes in the Ordinance are the following: makes it possible for
Dog and cat rabies/license tags to be acquired with a lifetime duration or with a three (3)
year duration, which will correspond with the expiration dates of the three (3) year rabies
vaccinations; encourages microchipping for dogs and reduces the required stray hold
period from four (4) business days to 72 hours for cats with an identified owner and dogs;
changes how dangerous dogs are investigated, classified, and regulated, to be in line
with recent statutory changes including a new requirement that owners (with classified
Dangerous Dogs) carry liability insurance in an amount of at least $100,000; requiring
annual inspections for hobby breeder permit renewal; establishes the criteria where other
animal shelters and rescue organizations can be a Stray Holding Partner and be
authorized to house stray animals with the same mandated hold times as ACC, preventing
the animal from ever having to come to ACC; provides authority to delay processing 1%t
offense citations for those offenders who do not have current pet licenses and/or current
rabies vaccinations for their dogs/cats and giving them 15 days to achieve compliance
and have the citation internally dismissed; requires animal agencies to obtain health
certificates prior to importing animals from outside the State of Florida; prohibits animal
agencies from marketing animals available for adoption in Palm Beach County if they
were purchased from a pet auction or commercial breeder, regardless of who purchased
them; requires animal agencies to be transparent with prospective adopters when animals
have bite history, history of having attacked other animals and/or known medical
conditions; requires the owner of any vacant land on which livestock are maintained to
prominently display, at all access points to the property, an Animal Care-issued reference
number which corresponds to emergency contact information maintained on file with
ACC,; allows for citations to be heard before a special magistrate instead of County Court
which will result in more fine revenue being maintained by the County; and exempts active
law enforcement dogs from pet licensing requirements. The Ordinance revisions were
presented to the League of Cities on July 22, 2026 and were approved. A summary of the
substantive changes to the existing ACC Ordinance is attached to the agenda item.

Countywide (SF) :

Background and Policy Issues: A summary of the substantive recommended changes
to the existing ACC Ordinance is attached.



Attachment 1

SUMMARY OF SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES
- TOTHE ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL ORDINANCE

Section Page Change and Justification

4.1 {b) 1 Clarifies that ordinance provisions will apply to
municipalities except where it conflicts with municipal
ordinance.

4.2 1,2,3,4,5,6, | Revises definitions.

7

4.3 7 Clarifies permit needed prior to breeding dogs or cats.

4.4 (a) (4) 7 Clarifies that off-leash activities must be done on property
that the owner is legally permitted to be on.

4.4 (e) 8 Allows for enhanced penalties for injuries or vehicle
accidents as a result of an animal not under control.

4.5(b)&(c) 8 Clarifies process to assess and cite animat nuisances.

4.6(d 9 Removes South Florida Fair exemption for offering
animals as prizes.

4.7 (b) 9 Requires owners to provide injured animal(s} appropriate
veterinary care.

4.8 9,10 Clarifies process needed when a person finds or cares for
a stray/lost animat and updates the notification process to
take into accountincrease electronic communication.

4.9 11 Widens the scope of areas a pet owner must remove their
animal’s waste from to include HOA/condo common
areas.

410&4.11(f) | 11,13 Adds ferrets into rabies vaccination requirements and
allows ACC to dismiss citations if the unvaccinated
animal is vaccinated within 15 days of the citation.

411 {(a) (1) & 12 Updates minimum age for dogs and cats to receive rabies

(6) vaccination in line with current veterinary practice.

411(2),(3) & 12 Adds the options for a 3-year rabies tag or a forever rabies

{7 tag and outlines the requirements for each.

4.11(8) 13 Exempts active law enforcement dogs from rabies tag
requirements.

4.12 (a) & {c) 13,14 Reduces stray hold time from 4 business days to 72 hours,
includes exotic animals and allows stray hold partners to
use the same time parameters.

412 (4) 14,15 Allows Division to forgive some or all fees in times of crisis
as long as animal can be properly cared for.

4.12 (e) & (f) 15 Clarifies adoption and release parameters.

413 15,16 Clarifies timeline and compliance parameters for
sterilizing adopted animals.

4.15 16 Expands educational materials to include website.

Page 10f3




Attachment 1

Section Page Change and Justification

4.16 16, 17 Expands species covered under rabies quarantine and
expands sites that may be used to quarantine an animal.

4.16 (g) 17 Removes requirement for “Bad Dog” sign at owner’s
property after a dog bit a human.

4.16 (f) & (g) 17,18 Clarifies fee requirements and payment schedule.

4.17 (b) (2)(b) | 18,19,27,28, | Denies permits for Guard Dogs, Animal Establishments

&{c) (1) (d) 29, 66, 67 and Hobby Breeders having final judgments on crimes

4.23 (b) (11) (d) related to animal cruelty/abuse/sexual activities, child

&(h)&(e)(3) abuse or domestic violence.

4.28 (b) (4)

417 22,23 Clarifies what is considered adequate care and transport
for guard dogs.

4.20(c) 25 Requires owners of livestock maintained on vacant land to
post emergency contact information at every access point
to the property.

4.22 (a) (2) 26 Requires veterinary clinics providing boarding, grooming
and training unrelated to medical treatment to obtain an
appropriate permit.

4.22 (g) (3) 30 Commercial stables must show proof of a fire inspection
unless exempti by Florida Fire Prevention Code.

4.22(h)(3)(d) | 34 Increases minimum housing sizes for cats and kittens

(1) (E}

4.22 (k) {(2) (a) 49 Requires fly abatement measures for commercial stables.

(5)

4.23 50, 51, 52 Requires protection from cold, heat, debris and animal
waste to prevent stress, discomfort or harm to animals
while housed, trapped, or transported.

4.24 54 Updates veterinary inoculations and testing of dogs and
cats offered for sate to current veterinary practice.

4.25 54,55 Provides for Stray Hold Partners to enter into an
agreement with the County to allow them to use the same
stray hold times and release parameters as the Division.

4.26 (d) 56 Requires all animal agencies to disclose an animal’s
dangerous propensities to potential adopters

4.26(g) & (h) 57 Prohibits all animal agencies from making available for
“adoption” as “rescued” or “saved” animals if they were
purchased within the previous six months.

4.26 (i) 57 Requires all animal agencies to obtain an Official
Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (OCVI) for any animal
originating from outside Ftorida.

4.26 57,58, 59, 60, | Aligns Dangerous Dog classifications and mandates with

62,63, 64

FSS. 767.12(7).

Page20f3




Attachment 1

Change and Justification

Section Page

4.28 (a) (6) 65 Only one hobby breeder permit will be issued per parcel.

4.28 (a) (3} (k) 66 Allows Division to conduct an inspection of Hobby
Breeder exterior premises and view animals that are the
subject of the permit at least once peryear.

4.30 70 Clarifies what constitutes interference with enforcement
by Division personnel.

4.31 (e) &{)) 70,71 Aligns enforcement fine schedule with Section 828.27.

4.31 (n) 71 Provides for citations to be issued and appealed through a
special magistrate process.

4.32 72 Allows Division Director to approve Animal Cruelty
prevention course attendance in lieu of citation.

4.33(a) (2) & 73,74 Clarifies what community cat trappers and feeders are

(8) allowed to do to habituate cats to traps and care for them
afterward without assuming cat ownership.

4.34 74,75 Incorporates all Florida state statutes applicable to

animal control, welfare, cruelty and care.

Page 30f3




- PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE
Chapter 4 ANIMALS

Chapter 4 ANIMALS?

Sec. 4-1. Short title; applicabtlity.

{a} This chapter shall be designated and may be cited as the "Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control
’ Ordinance.”

{b) The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable to the incorporated//?d unincorporated areas of Palm
Beach County, i i - except to thesteht of a conflict with a municipal
ordinance. Unless otherwise provided, nothing in this chapter s

compliance with any applicable county or municipal regul

{Ord. No. 98-22, § 1, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2016-045, § 1, 9-27-16),

Sec. 4-2. Definitions. %//////
| . N,
For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms,é///f ses, wo/ré%nd their deri ';%/%ys shall have the
meaning given herein. When not inconsistent with the conteth/’”, r%é//i/’n the present tenf”"nclude the future,
words in the plural number include the sin’g///”’“ number, words%{/%//j//{ular number include{t"h%. piural number,

| .
7 /"%;/‘ 7
. e sense requires. The words "shall” and

7

N
¥

o
and the use of any gender shall be applicable to%llgenders whenever tk
ve S S y A

emisseve AW ords not detin

&l en
:‘:;i:aar:(enr;:::?w’ and the word "may" s p%%///j/ls ,,g///j/// %;/,g shall be given their common and
A /////Z/} //////// 24 /////
Adoption means the t/r}};-/;/-/fwnership ofé}{}unwar%};//n/ oned,@;///used or stray animal by a shelter,
humane society, priva’ce/no/nxaﬁ a%rﬁ%iorganizahﬁ%/or an ’%/és/ﬂ/- = /hreanization to an adoptive owner. The
2

term adoption does not?i://;//f/ﬁre the sa/////ﬁ’ }/////
o

[ 2, . 2 G:“;///g///////)/g
% h Ieznanlmal %//%/é / 4

.. 7 . e . .. . . - -
Advertising shali meani 1 made in conngetion with the solicitation of an animal service, animal

Pisstatemer
. ey -
busi , and le of an‘anitnal ?”’/’% ithout ligitation, stat ts and tati dei
usiness, an '{%o‘/%}/}/{///s};fo a.ma%l%//a//@?//’/%///}/%x ou%.a ion, sta err_uen s_an reprgsen a |on§ ma glna
HEWSPB'@<:e/u’E}I>c?tlon, oné e radio, e1ed,y)§1 , or lng.;e/-r-net or contained in any notice, handbill, business
card, sign Eatatog, bill oa,/ébrochur - poaster or let eb///

A%jve dog shall m//gaf?%’/”’n d:%bmf ccordin to///{ﬂ/e records of the Division has severely injured or killed

W Niaw LR g o e o e vini

erty that is exclusive to the owner.

a domestic animal while of‘f‘ehe—ewe#s propért
/////% W %4

Animal shall m{/;{f;ﬁ/%ny living vec/t/e//g” ate or sentient invertebrate, other than a human being.

1Editor's note(s}—Ord. No. 98-22, §§ 1—31, adopted June 18, 1998, amended the Code by repealing former Ch. 4,
§§ 4-1—4-21, 4-31—4-35, 4-51—4-56, 4-66, and 4-67, and adding a new Ch. 4, §§ 4-1—4-31. Former Ch. 4
pertained to similar subject matter and derived from Ord. No. 79-16, adopted December 4, 1979; Ord. No.
82-9, adopted March 23, 1982; Ord. No. 89-2, adopted March 3, 1989; Ord. No. 92-7, adopted April 21, 1992;
and Ord. No. 93-24, adopted September 21, 1993.

State law reference(s}—Home rule powers of chartered counties, Fla. Const., art. VIli, § 1{g).

Palm Beach County, Florida, Code of Ordinances Created: 2026-62-24 11:37:45 [EST]
{Supp. No. 124, Update 2)
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Animal control officer/code enforcement officer shall mean any person employed by the County whose duty
it is to enforce codes and ordinances pursuant to Florida Statutes, § 162.21, and including County animal care and
control ordinances and as defined in Florida Statutes, § 828.27(1)(b) and other applicable State [aws.

Animal establishment shall mean a kennel, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, grooming parlor,
mobile grooming unit, excess animal habitat, or commercial stable, or training establishment operating in Palm
Beach County.

Animal rescue organization ska 3 : 3
the-purpese-ofadeptiens shall mean an incorporated or anlzatlon that has a non rof’t status with the Internal
Revenue Service for which the central purpose |s sheltermg. adoptlng, fostenng prowdlng rescue or old age homes

homes.

Authorized veterinarian/clinic shall mean any person Ilcen '

Class A breeder shall means a person wh
Agriculture pursuantto 7 U. S

Community calearegiver shall means a person whao provides food, water and/or other care for one (1} or
more community cats-butwho does

County shall mean tl d and unincorporated areas of the County.

Dangerous dog shallm dog that according to the records of the Division, meets at least one (1) of

the following:

(1) Has aggressively bitten, attacked, endangered or has inflicted severe injury on a human being on public
or private property.

(2) Has more than once severely injured or kifled a domestic animal while off the owner's property.
(3} Has been used primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting or is a dog trained for dog fighting.

(4) Has, when unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the streets, sidewalks, or any public
grounds in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack, provided that such actions are attested
to in a sworn statement by one (1) or more persons and dutifully investigated by the Division. For the

Created: 20826-82-24 11:37:45 [EST]
{Supp. No. 124, Update 2)
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urpose of this definition, an act is unprovoked if it was not caused by anything the person who is
chased or approached in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack has done.

Director shall mean the Director of the Paim Beach County Division of Animal Care and Control.

Domestic animal shall mean i S - - any equine or bovine animal, goat,
sheep, swine, domestic cat {any cat in the Felis catus family regardless of ownership status), dog, poultry, ostrich,
emu, rhea, or other domesticated heast or bird, including but not limited to, domestic fowl.

Division shall mean the Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control Division.

th a frequency used and approved by

the Division. c}////w//

Ear-tipping shall means removing approximately a quarter-in e tip of a cat's left ear while the cat is
anesthetized forsterilization. An ear-tip on the left ear shall be Fy%l;smptiu/’%evidence that a cat has been

g
vaccinated against rabies, implanted with an EAID, sterilize%W /ffhe field.

Electronic animal identification device (EAID) shall mean a microcy

Tgarned té;

apdze V|
. D
Excess animal habitat shall mean any property meag 434/fw0 and one—ha/%f//;f@f,) acres or more on which the
maximum number of thirty (30) dogs and cats has bee%r:/exeeeded and for which a pg}mlt has been issued by the
Division. ///// %////

_
Exotic animal shall mean non-native species and wildi#e species thd%are regulated b///'éfi!’:le Florida Fish and

Finaily determined shall means a deterpy a%ﬁan of a feder: ricy where all rights to challenge such

.
&

%

2 7
determination at available administrative tribtrals"andicourt aw have been exhausted or the time period
e . L L
fi ired. 7, .
within which such challenge ma't/je iled has ex;%/'/;/// ///// ,/7//////
feund o

e

Statusll-'ree-roaming sh allm///a//m/ﬁ/%////

Grooming establishinent shall e//a’g///%

-

u ,gé‘r

o .S/%//’z;- . ;
egardless dfthe cat's’gppearance, behavior, or ownership
. £ i
5 / //%2///’///?’/

ST 50
.
any place o Siness (statlonary%/’i' mobile) which accepts private pets

ne
L(;ralzr)z;c:ing, clipping, dippi|'/{{/f,’%/'//’59}/121icuring,_/)orfl ther relatervices (not to include breeding, dentistry or overnight
o D4
/%%%{//m 2 m@ .
il

Gu%;f%}g/ ;uﬂ%ja*%\{ t\/pf%}.//%og usedfy) yg%%%purp%}/e of defending, patrolling or protecting property or

m

5

life at a%'g///e aresidential _,%thm-(%nit;%a%/\j\{hlch res[ 14/%9/}% nonresnd_ent:al property. Thfa term "guard dog
shall exclgde any stock dogs Gsedzprimart %‘E/}r handling andcontrolling livestock or farm animals.
< N .

%_ r //4‘ -, - . .

Guard dotpservice shall mean an ersonﬁﬁusmess, or corporation that trains, sells, rents, or leases guard
¢ % S PN ) P 8
dogs for the purpgse of defending, p,a% lling, orgr

05 2 rotecting property or life at any nonresidential establishment in
Palm Beach Coun/{'/\/{//% Vf%/ g

Harborer or caregiver shall mean any person who provides care, shelter, protection, refuge, or nourishment
to an animal or undertakes the responsibility to do so.

Hobby breeder shall mean any person who intentionally erurirtertionally causes or ailows the breeding or
studding of a dog or a cat or engages in the breeding of up to two (2) litters of dogs or cats or nineteen (19) dogs or
cats per household or premises per one-year period.

Created: 20826-82-24 11:37:45 [EST]
{Supp. No. 124, Update 2)
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Humane society shall mean an incorporated erganization that has a nonprofit status with the Internal
Revenue Service for which the central purpose is to provide for the protection of animals. A humane society
operates from a business facility on appropriately zoned property and has advertised and set hours for public
access.

Humane trap shall mean any device used for capturing an animal without inflicting injury, pain or suffering
and which provides adeguate ventilation for the trapped animal. Snares, leg traps or similar devices are considered
inhumane and shall not be used.

ileqal breeder shall mean any person who intentionally or unintentionally causes or allows the breeding or
studding of a dog or a cat or engages in such without an approved Hobby Breeder license.

!mpoundment shalt mean conﬁnement at a shelter or approved st Ay fding facility, or the taking or picking

3
intermediate handler shall means any person {other /fa dealer, rese&r,//yfaullty, exhibitor, any person
excluded from the definition of a dealer, research facn exlfbltor an operate%ﬂan auction sale, or a carrier
as defined in 9 CFR § 1.1), who is engaged in any busmes/ hich he/she receives (%ody of animals in

connection with their transportation in commerce. ////////// //g/////////////
K i o 2
ennel shall mean any place of business for hire at whid / ~are kept for bodt mg or limited pet

boarding, training, or daycare,—Fen%aJ—er—e%r—Hﬁe—fth#e.
poates ////,

E

7 e\nne or swin cﬁss |nclud|nEants sheep, mules, horses

Livestock shall mean all animals of the i

// & 4 "
/ /
// N %ﬁ //// L.
Major violation shall meal// atlon/;(g/}/}ld ng ,///)/o/f// e fol ///////5/
(1} Aviolation of sg /’ n 4-24( )5//!\/ al Car /-/Z///n%/of keeping, 4her than a violation requiring
lmmedlate vetern/'n//’ /\nded in sectl/:v/ -23{b}{11)e., Kennel, excess animal habitat,

W/f/é’ Gl
// ////// 0P, 2r 0@}} parlor, and commercial stable permits.
(2% ,W///,h % /// /%a /\%?:cmated with required vaccines as required by this
///’mpter //////// %///// %///

{ |ng an animal ‘}e w1thou%amtalmng all properly completed OCVI's pertaining to the animal,
///
l}rm:ontam records m ly one” j/ﬁnlmal as required by this chapter.
/ K
b Y b - W, 4

(4} Fallure'te/ have an animal %mned by a veterinarian and tested by a veterinarian as provided in
section 4QE~.j| 1) Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, grooming
parlor, and ercial stage permlts

//59//
f,/q

{5) Falsifying records fredto be maintained or provided to the County or consumers under this

chapter. /////////

(6) Aviolation of section 4-23(n}, Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop,
grooming parlor, and commercial stable permits.

{7} Failure to properly isolate or quarantine an animal with a known or suspected communicable animal-
to-human or animal-to-animal disease.

{8) Failure to comply with minimum requirements concerning physical facilities, animal cages, enclosures,
housing, or shelter or tethering in violation of this chapter.

Created: 2026-82-24 11:37:45 [EST]
{Supp. No. 124, Update 2)

Page 4 of 77




{2)  Aviolation involving a dog or cat transported or offered for sale prior to eight (8) weeks of age or
imported in violation of this chapter.

(10} Failure to provide required disclosures to a consumer.
{11} Failure to comply with warranty requirements for dogs and cats offered for sale.
{12} Failure to follow cleaning requirements set forth in this chapter.
Minor violation shall mean a violation that is readily correctible including any one (1) of the following:
{1) Any violation involving recordkeeping or signage that is not listed as a major violation.

{2) Failure to timely provide records to the Division. /
{3

Failure to microchip an animal as required by this chapte

y

(4) Failure to make a record available to an inspector upgh 7

(5) A violation involvi imal ing f % mi ft: o itted facili
VoIV noani n rom mises O e peemitte dCHITY.
) violation involving an animal escaping fro 5 %/// ty

i
G

Official certificate of veterinary inspection shall egible certificate of vé} //5:/// nary inspection which has
dg/ he examining

been issued by the State Department of Agriculture arid Gansumer Services and signe jp
//’ .,
ifad States Department of Agriciiliure.

i T
“; 4,
veterinarian licensed by the State and accredited by the%}// ///"://///
. 3 ////é 0

Owner shall mean any person, firm, corporation, organization, hienane society, public ofr@’ﬁvate nonprofit

IO, RHITEN

: . K 7

organization, harborer, or caregiver, other-//,,,///{/) ommunity cat{éri/é/’///ﬁ%%r, who owns, keeps, harbors, possesses,
7

q

; Y, : L . .
or has control or custody of an animal. If th '“%e yrporting to owﬁﬁ animal is @ minor as defined by the
eemed the owner of an animal for the purposes

)
Florida Statutes, the minor's parent(s) or Iega]gﬁard‘raa/g/s’- Hall be d o
chehis chapter €

Person shall mean an ,/:a:t-'[-ﬁalzperson, society/firm, corpg fafc%ﬁ'ﬂ,o,partner jj’a, association, humane society,
oieaniaation ther egal iy, HORE or pARe st
i

o
' 4

. : y . N - ) ,
public or private nonpro}l‘a . %her legal er}/%c:///%/// png%stltutlon, mum.apal cor.poratlon, unit
of local government cr 0 3}/};}%usmess un%and every o,,://-//c/;)/./yfagent, or employee of such business unit. If the
person is a minor as deﬁne@fﬁ%he FIoridI%%T}é}tatutes, the é;/;}éar's parent(s) or legal guardian shall be deemed the
owner of an animal for the pu/rp,,/’ S of/_.t,rs%h ter. //

Pet d, agys,;,gﬂ/,%én any persohowho, in cammjerce, ot eempensation or profit engages in the sale of a
A ¢ A K e
dog(s) o//e'a;es' for use as’a pep but who does not en 7/%reedmg dogs or cats. This definition excludes humane
societies; private animal nonpiofit, organm;g/élns, animal rescue organizations and shelters.
Pets //pj/é all be held to in(:{////'?e any p a{/g’é’a business where pet/companion animals (including small
K T, ”//////}%

animals lntend-r use as reptile fg;/,/a are kept/;,,fégr retail or wholesale purchase. Excluded are those animals

A 7
regulated and contﬁ/./ﬂed by the State%/@h and Wildlife Conservation Commission. This definition excludes humane
societies, private anlm,‘glg/ﬁ}nonproﬁt orgenizations, animal rescue organizations and shelters.
Police work dog shallmean an ' owned by any State, County or municipal police department or any State
& whieh

’///,;// " . .
or Federal law enforcement E{E,{%ﬁ% has been trained to aid law enforcement officers and is actually being

used for police work purposes;W%

Premises shall mean any parcel of land and the structures thereon.

Proper enclosure shall mean, while on the owner’s prope a dog is securely confined indoors or in a

securely enclosed and locked pen or structure, suitable to prevent the entry of voung children and designed to
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prevent the dog from escaping. The pen or structure must have secure sides and a secure top to prevent the dog
from escaping over, under, or through the structure and must also provide protection from the elements.

Psittacine bird means any member of the Psittacidae family of birds including but not limited to parrots,
parakeets, and macaws.

Public road shall mean any street, sidewalk, alley, highway or other way open to travel by the public,
including rights-of-way, bridges, common ground, easements and tunnels.

Quarantine shall mean the strict confinement, isolation and observation of an animal suspected of having
rabies or any other infectious zoonotic disease.

Y
Quarterly basis means the calendar quarters ending March 31, JuneZ eptember 30, and December 31

each calendar year.

%
1/ of the place of origin or, as a last resort, to
///// ’f///’// P &
an alternative location if all reasonable options of return to the p / ave been exhausted. This may be

7,
done by the Division, a non-profit animal welfare organlzatl%/ or an |nd|V|dua/Ién'/behaIf of the Division and/or

Return to field shall mean return to the place of origin, the vi cl/|

with the permission of the Division. / %
N
Secure enclosure shall mean a locked pen or stru 4 /constructed to prevent anﬁptmal from escaping over,
under or through the enclosure. The enclosure shall have{ecure sides and/ //////%

’”’//////

Service animal shall mean any dog that.s individually tramei toddo) rk or perform tas[écﬁ@r the benefit of

an individual with a disability as defined inhe Atmericans with Dica /ﬁ’l‘//// Act 0f 1990, 42 U.S. c’ﬁlzmz and 28
C.F.R. 35.104, as ma be amended from time %6 tirse /// ’////////’/
i, ol //’/ /g//,,,

Severe injury shall mean any physical |njur)% at ,// }1 ,/ multlple bites or disfiguring

punctures/lacerations requm utures or % ol /
”//{{& /// /////
Shelter shall m /// ---- q,-/-//-////v oper. //// - G %/ rol facility.
. /
Stable, commercia )/(/ % //e;v/e/ ///////
More than fou /ﬁ ich doa /.t belong to the owner or operatar of the premises; or

A ///}// _///?%/@, //4/////
()/ /%}/_//)/'//,/// _ ;%})/ 'f'-/////br edln dlng,trammg, riding lessons, resale or rearing, and

s Use r”es "Advertising" shall mean any written
f///// e ,,/ 7, "’
atement( excld /j;/ }/ r}l///

Za

e o2l %/Ty Ieaseho dpte ngements) made in connection with the solicitation
uc usinesses”
N

zthout limitation, statements and representations madein a

A ’/// Yo,
spaper or other pvﬁ)}catuon or/,n radio or television or contained in any notice, handbill, business
£ e
car/ «//5" catalog, b:llbo///d b ochu{/{/poster or letter.
Stable, pnvate/fs”//” hos , Emlses where up to four (4) equines are kept which do not belong to the

owher or occupant of t{% emlses /
//,ﬁ .

Sterilization shall m /////// /ﬁ//g animal permanently incapable of reproduction by surgical or permanent
chemical alteration, lmplant é device or other physical means, or because of physiological sterility, but only
where sterilization has been certlf/d by a veterinarian licensed in any state. The term sterilization is equivalent to
the term spay for female animals or neuter for male animals.

Sterilized shall refer to an animal permanently incapable of reproduction.
Stray (noun} shall mean any animal that does not appear, upon reasonable inquiry, to have an owner.

Stray holding partner shall mean an animal rescue organization, humane society, or private animal nonprofit
organization approved by the Director to hold dogs and cats during the stray hold period provided for in Section 4-
12 and to return such animals to their owners or make such animals available for adoption in accordance with this
chapter and any rules adopted by the Director to implement the stray hold partner program.

Created: 2026-82-24 11:37:45 [EST]
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TNVR, also known as trap Trap, reuter Neuter (sterilize}, waeeinate Vaccinate, retuen Return, shall mean a

program whereby an un-owned free-roaming cat is humanely trapped, spayed-orreutered sterilized, implanted
with an EAID, vaccinated against the threat of rabies, ear-tipped and returned to field.

Unaltered shall mean an animal that has not been sterilized.

Unprovoked shall mean carried out without cause or reason. For the purpose of this chapter, an act is
"unprovoked" if not instigated by the victim, whether the victim is a person or domestic animal.

{Ord. No. 98-22, § 2, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 05-044, § 1, 9-27-05; Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 1, 2-5-08; Ord. No. 2009-019, § 1,
7-21-09; Ord. No. 2011-005, § 1, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15; Ord. No. 2016-045, § 1, 9-27-16)

Sec. 4-3. Females in heat. /

The owner or keeper of a female dog or cat in heat (estrus);// huma f////}lv and securely confine such dog or
cat indoors or in an enclosed and locked pen or structure typ?e/vent the entwfgf male dog or cat and constructed
to prevent the female in heat from escaping. The only exc 46n to this section |f0ntrolled and intentional

breeding purpeses after acquisition of either a Hobby b;e ﬁ//r or Commercial bree/ fffgermlt

{Ord. No. 98-22, § 3, 6-16-98) / o

D
/////// / ///////%
/
Sec. 4-4. Dog and cat control. /// /%// /

S
/,%W

{a) Dogs. It shall be unlawful for any dog t e, ththey
U W
owner} unless the dog IS under the restra“%t/ //

as a cage, crate or e /a
/

ac ,/// re ///%/ nner of keeping. Dogs shall be
exempted from M 1 ¢ 4
0 é/ 4 /}///% }/3//% / ////%/

(2} Performing se e ¢necessary to be off leash to perform such services;

g///{/%;‘%j o

g
@‘\
\

/ yAwhich property is exclusive to the
b/y/ eans of a leash or other device such

m\

f///

//m//// ///’ﬁ/(///// // {% g}/‘f//Fleash such as a dog park or public beach that allows
i ] Fiiles in st;tuted for such space; or
’//// ///‘/; //’/// i
-
gaged in her unt ng/re/stered fiel ’Is obedience trials or an American Kennel Club or
pther similarly recogarzed show o -r’competltlon and on property that they are [awfully permitted to be
—/ . //’
(b) Afine sche e/for violations of /}/hls section shall be established by the Board by resolution. As a means to

s{?the following additional procedure has been implemented: When a first
offense citation |515,/}//}/9d to ///éer of an unsterilized dog for violating paragraph {a} above, the Division is
authorized to hold tHi //////:/// /// /r‘Ffteen (15} working calendar days, allowing time for the owner to have
said dog sterilized. If p % rilization is presented to the Division in this time period, the citation shall
not be processed through t County court system, thus waiving the citation fine for the owner. If the
Division is not presented proof of sterilization within fifteen (15} werking calendar days, the citation will be
processed.

encourage OW E})ﬁ

o sterilize dg
i, /g

(c) Anydog found off the owner's property in violation of this section may be impounded by the Division and
held for possible redemption in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption and adoption.

{d) Anydog or cat that has bitten, attacked or threatened to bite or attack a human being or domestic animal
while off the owner's properiy {(which property is exclusive to the owner) may be impounded by the Division
and held for possible redemption in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption and adoption. Such dog or
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cat may be removed from the owner's property and impounded unless confined in a humane manner within

e Any viclation of this section that results in a human being or another domestic animal being injured and/or a
vehicle accident, may result in a citation being issued with an enhanced penalty.

{Ord. No. 98-22, § 4, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2015-027, & 1, 6-23-15)

Sec. 4-5. Animals creating nuisances. . /////%43‘ i
%

(a} The owner having control or custody of any dog, cat or psittac?//b ’

.

(1) Habitually barks, whines, howls, squawks or causes g/} //ﬂb g//g//)/%able oral Qousg res'ul‘nng ln_a SE[‘I(:.)US
mitting an act in violation of this section;

7
annoyance to a reasonable person, shall be deemed t6 he committi
o
3
)

2 Disturbs the peace by habitually or repeatediy reé ing, desecrating o spiling public or private
{2) peace by ually or repeatgdly gestroving rating O e b pr
property, chasing persons, livestock, cars or:other vehicles, running at Iarggy;ar-, other behavior that

or

£

7
Y, iy, o
interferes with the reasonable use and enjoyrﬁ//,/éjﬁb f the property, shall cons//-—ﬁéﬁe a public nuisance.
R, % / . e,

{b)  An animal control officer shall investigate an alleged violatign o/f} is’section upon the regeipt of two (2)
sworn affidavits of complaint provnd, Division, mgne;j;;/b ‘two (2} unrelated County residents living in
separate dwellings i feln fn%mf{{/fé”éthan 1000 feet/)e alleged violation. For the enforcement

U ae. D : - .
of paragraph (a){2) herein, one {1} ofthé{é;t/ﬁda/\?fi%ﬂ be provi c;?a a person who works for a recognized
2, 7 "
business or agency that regularly or frequeg@v prov‘:éi/{é’/’%’ewice in the/g/é’[se vicinity of the alleged violation.
The affidavit shall specifyif&address or Ioc/g/-/ﬁ!?" of thg%/é//l/?/g//”é*d« Iati%’%ﬁe nature, time and date(s) of the

of{éa |//3 g

act, the name and a 3 1& awner or custodian, if kno ga,;rd description of the animal, if known.
2 . L "
{c)  Ananimal control /ﬁ//é/{ on th{///%)é’ceipt of mg//%{;é//xs//é//k%] af‘fidav{t%s/%f compiaint as provided for in

Hicer, up ) AT
- % 2 '////J- ﬁ/ A - . . - -
paragraph (b) hereln,‘/{{{é;yylssue a c;{gﬂon to the 0@% or custodian of any animal alleged to be in violation

of this section. //////////// % ////////
///&%f///ﬁ?e:mforce%t%lf/{////;ﬁkem tl'{//{/ﬁ/f’mimal control officer will mail a warning letter to

- K - N i ~ . -
// the ad rég/sfé‘where th@//r-_tmma[ remde%he issue involves nuisance nhoise, the owner will be
. i, G, - 7 . .
/ given 30 dav/sfg/@resolveﬁfﬁemu|sance, however for all other forms of nuisance, the expectation

/////, shall be imme Geab.cotrection:

onz,
7 K
(2} ///’%ff%nuisance noise \.{///{f/ %//Z//f

i ¢ and are reported to the Division by the affiants between 31-

ations perst
9%?’3@ following the’#ssuance of a warning letter, the letter will be deemed ineffective and a 1%
S, .- 1 T - .
offéneccitation will B&%ssued based on the original affidavits.

4

g A y
{3} If contin%uisa//{%ﬂse violations are not reported until after 90 days of the issuance of a
i, 7 e N R R - -
vialation Ie%/?/;/,/ﬁ//é/ \f/’%mdawts will be required to support the new time period, and a 1% offense

. T
citation will théﬂébe issued.

(4} Following the issuance of any citation for nuisance noise violations, the pet owner shall correct
the violation immediately. If the issue is not corrected, the affected parties will be required to
submit new affidavits, for the new time period, and additional citations will be issued.

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 5, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2011-005, § 2, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15)
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Sec. 4-6. Scientific experimentation/animals as prizes.

(a)

{b)

{c)

{d)

{Ord. No. 98-22, § 6, 6-16-98) / %
>
Sec. 4-7. Injured animals, action required. _ ///

(a)

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, organization or corporation to deliver, sell, offer or give any animal
to any person, firm, organization or corporation for scientific experimentation which involves any cruel or
inhumane treatment.

It shall be unlawful for the Division to deliver, sell, offer or give any live animal to any person, firm,
organization or corporation for scientific experimentation.

It shall be unlawful for any persaon, firm, organization or corporation to conduct scientific experimentation on
animals which involves any cruel orinhumane treatment.

It shall be unlawful for any person or organization whether fory: tznonprofit, charity or any other purpose
.

to offer an animal as a prize in response to participation in a game cantest, raffle, drawing of chance or an
other similar event ’ ; i : /////%//'/E% : '

.

{a} It shall be unlawful for any person injuring any///{;ir}://t/‘%a //I:}/‘///Mgw%means, to fail tO@/g‘j}y/‘y immediately
the owner of the animal, th;c./f’/is.ion, or the appré/ﬁ /olice department if in/a:/ﬁ/ incorporated
/,,f%//f// 44/”////4

municipality, or the sheriff's Q////;//ﬁ@)/"/%)///an unlncorpo%ea.
(b} It shall be untawful for the owner bf anvafitired animal tofaikto provide veterinary care for that
animal. Over the counter medicatiohs andvy///gff.{f‘e?@ﬂemedie%%ot be considered sufficient for the
injuries sustain&d ifiless directed gf@/eteriﬁ%@ensed {E)///(//fni//a/zctice in the state of Florida.

v K
(Ord. No. 9822, 5 7, 6—1%/{/)//// //////// ////% /////‘//
B
Sec. 4-8. Keeping/adopt@ﬁy/@l ; //,,///”////;/
W N . WY -
sr}/% £ f‘;,;,/éf//ny pe ,///1/;;}1 the Co -.s_;,)/éf//}/)/hirb aror keep any stray or apparently lost animal unless
hei;s/;e/fés notified h@?"l\zision \Afkﬂ;ﬁp twenty—fou/%fz,@ hours from the time such animal came into his/her
pos: %}’///s//lon_ Legal notlflca.t,[;/e:;ri,:co the@gn&non shall include effective communication with the Division’s Lost
and Fooordinators abv pro/f/{/g’fif/}// '/y/;using_ the Division’s online Lost and Found portal. Yper-receiving

{b)

{/%////’ /{///%D t its sole discreti it residents a p h

e /////T//////) ivision, at i ss.o e discretion, may-perml \ a erso.nw 0_
possesses a stray, deg—&,?///e/}t/mpparentlv lost animal, to keep the animal during the redemption peried
provided for in Section 4—17/%%Rgdemption and Adoption, provided that such person complies with all of the
following: and-who-wish o-provide i A i g

{1)  Within 48 hours, tTake the found stray animal to the Division, other authorized stray holding partner,

be presented to the Division that these requirements have been met.

{reated: 2626-02-24 11:37:45 [EST]
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(2)  Within 48 hours, pRrovide the Division with clear identifying color photographs showing the animal

from a side view and a front view. Each photograph must have-a-minimal dimension-ofthree {3}nehes
by-three{3Hnehes be of sufficient quality for an owner to clearly recognlze the animal (lf electronic a
minimum of 1280 X 960 pixels). k4

£533]) If the animal js or becomes injured or sick wi ] #t the person in

possession of the animal shall be—meua-wed—te—&%-l’/obtam necess{//’ eterlnary expenses care for the

7 Y
animal or brln,':.,r the animal to the Division SO/EK/% propriate care mg///j/’be provided. H’—t—l=le—aé.-tafs)’c'eaC

—,/
//,,//7 fthe ammal’l//f)héhrou ht to the Division

for veterinary care, the Division will determine @/ﬁ ether the;a:n{mal may be retfr%ed to said person.

kY 4 K7

Relinquish theZaw o the Division for return
7 2
to its Aghtfd owner after prom{///,j//shlp has bee ///{/é// nstrated and/or H-le—weh%me—as—the

o aa /

&34}

7 i fothenew-adepiel, Ml potential adep
to t f?Dnnsio%% L /}an request f/r/,any reason

// - % /
{c) A person who fnds{/é‘or//é/é’tfav or appa/entl 165 4ma /WhOANIShES to adopt the animal, after the
above process has been%f/)wed and ng//wner has f///////éﬁﬁf must:

a. Submlt an ap/gllc tion to;me Division an 9 y any appllcable fees PhetegFaphs—aﬂd—rd-em:%ﬂg
7

%}/ ,;/,///‘:- : Y % %}/}}/}Jnﬁﬂ[atmn and County tag for the animal, if
pplicable / /
//7/’;%///// %eammd—iz///é{/{eea H :////Z///// animal sterfzed and
d. ///4//;;//% i @ﬂ&_&e//{/mm_m implanted with an electrenic animal identification device
///" b ra ef A . epx .

A prospective adopter, at his/her option and expense, may make an appointment at the Division to secure
the above-cited services or may secure these services through a private veterinarian. If a dog or cat is adopted
prior 1o sterilization, the adopter shall enter into a consent agreement between the Director or designee and the
adopter guarantees that sterilization will be performed within 30 days of adoption and pay a deposit in accordance
with Section 823.15, Florida Statutes. The deposit will be refunded upon the Division’s receipt of evidence from the
veterinarian performing the sterilization that the dog or cat has been sterilized. The requirements herein must be
secured within thirty (30} calendar days after the Division approves the adoption application. Extensions may be
granted by the Division for reasonable requests. Any deviation from these adoption requirements by the potential
adopter will void the adoption, in which case the animal must be immediately relinquished to the Division.
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At its discretion, the Division may refuse an adoption of an animal if it is determined that the adoption is not

in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and general welfare of the public. Factors to be considered
may include those factors set forth in section 4-12(d}, Redemption and adoption, of this chapter.

(Ord.

No. 98-22, § 8, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 01-065, § 2, 10-2-01; Ord. No. 01-065, § 2, 10-2-01; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1,

6-23-15)

Sec. 4-9, Animal waste.

on public property, public walks, public beaches, recreation areas, commb

(Ord.

(a)

(b)

{c)

{d)

{Ord.

Sec. 4-10. Rabies vaccinations ///%/%/

The owner of every dog and cat shall be responsible for the removal gfany feces deposited by his/her animal

//z/n///g/m//.”éas or private property of others.

Every person who is the owner of any dog, o cagéaré/te'rret shall have such ant4l vaccinated against rabies

//////f/l/////

e %
with a vaccine approved by the United States Deﬁ{;{ﬁ/’j’/@?ent of Agriculture in acco qg}}}e with F.5. § 828.30.
The duration of the vaccination shall be according to{{%pprove}lﬁhel accompan\ﬁ;ﬁ//’é%the vaccine as it

applies to the particular species and age of the dog, er ca,,-//@_ r femaet/.
o

Every person wha visits the County with anf-dog or cat for 2period of thirty (30) calendar days or less shall
y persor . . V%z?//)////%g v 2 of thirty (30)  Cays or fes:
be deemed in compliance with this sec’b,,/;ﬁ.é ishing a curre;;j%vahd certificate of rabies vaccination

%

rn
issued in accordance with the laws of the%sd//é«c%/r/}a}ﬁwhmh thev%/e/%/ anently reside. Dogs and cats

without a current certificate of rabies vaccizgtion {/// eeive a rabies inoculation and be issued a County

- %%—;e \ o
vaccination cer‘ciﬁca‘ﬁ///////////g/ﬁ% //////%% ////////ﬁﬁm 7

Every dog or cat that is relocated to the County for a period of more than thirty (30) calendar days, must
have a current valid certificate of rabies vaccination. The information contained on that certificate must be
substantially the same as the County rabies vaccination certificate or the dog and/or cat owner must secure
a rabies vaccination and a County certificate of vaccination.

W K 7 N Ut
Evidence of a rabies vaccination shall consist of a fully completed County rabies vaccination certificate signed

by the veterinarian administering the vaccine. The Division shall provide the certificates to be used by the
veterinarians. One (1) copy of the certificate shall be retained by the veterinarian for at least one (1) year
after the vaccination expires and the other copies shall be distributed by the veterinarian to the owner and
animal care and control as directed by the Division.

As a means to/,///}:/ﬁ’ifeourage owner,/s/z/%"@ vaccinate their dogs and cats against rabies: When a first offense citation

A K Y A - - . . .

is issued to an o{{r{/r/a//%mf an unva%/é{’ffmated dog or cat the Division Is authorized to hold the citation for fifteen

i . . G - - .

15} calendar days /’g}ﬂ.’éwm tlm/t/!/{}ﬁr the owner to have said dog or cat vaccinated. If proof of vaccination is
- AT

presented fo the Divisio i

.. . . . - . . .

’rj;?’wnzt;n ;ﬂ?,t/:hls time period, the citation will be administratively dismissed by the
- . - =.m -1’ 2 . . 0 - w D 0
Division. If the Division 151:_@4/////{/{3sented proof of vaccination within fifteen (15} calendar days, the citation

g

will be processed.

No. 98-22, § 10, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 2, 2-5-08}

Sec. 4-11. Dog and cat rabies/license tags.

{a)

Dogs and cats.

(1}  Every person who is the owner of any dog or cat she{6} four {4} months of age or older ereat-fourid)
months-ofage-erelder shall secure from the Division or an authorized veterinarian/clinic a degorcat
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rabies/license tag in accordance with the schedule in subsection (a){6). The Division shall provide
suitable tags for sale through authorized veterinarians/clinics.

(2)  No rabies/license tag ferdegs-oreats shall be issued or renewed until evidence of vaccination for
rabies by a licensed veterinarian has been presented. Upon vaccinating a dog or cat against rabies,
authorized veterinarians/clinics shall have available for purchase by the degereat owner, a County
rabies/license tag. The rabies/license tag shall be valid for one of the following: one (1} year from the
date of vaccination and must be renewed annually if the rabies vaccination is only approved for one (1
year; three (3) years from the date of vaccination and must be renewed every three {3) years if the
rabies vaccination is approved for three {3) vears; or a lifetime if the pet receives a three (3) year
vaccination and maintains current rabies vaccinations for the pé¥s lifetime with proof sent to the
Division within 30 days of each vaccination date and the pet/h/ ;a/mlcroch:p (EAID) registered with the

Division. No rabies/license tag shall be valid after the ex ///afi{n of the rabies vaccination, regardless of

the date of issuance. %///j%)a

{3) Failure to secure and purchase a new license tag/,\.mthm thirty { /Iendar days after the previous tag
explres will result in a late penalty. The Boar //lv/fﬁacefby authorized t/,;/'/ ettahlish by resolution the cost
for the late penalty. Failure to secure and pire h‘ e a new license tag mthfn 30 days after a three (3}
T

year vaccination or to comply with all con&f’émns set forth in Section 4- 11(2%’701,” result in the loss of the

lifetime tag option. // ///
///// / y N

{4}  All dogs shall be required to weana valid County i license tag shall /securely fastened
about the dog's neck by a colla ﬁrness or others e so as to be clearl{; visible at all

o
times. Dogs housed in a secure e{/c//;/ ay be exe mp mm wearing the required license tag while

kept in the enclosure, as long as th%//// .//,/;// ly fastene :@a collar/harness and that device is
attached to the enclosure Dogs part c| atlng I’FV 4 |stered %’cr al, obedience trial, conformation
. ./C%Zb 4145’2%
w and/or match % “4ime of the event.
,g/ /

{5} / s, ,//// ,//% aI d County license tag. The license
tag shall be seg:gely f ste d;//ou d h / b Ilar//h/arness or other substantial device so
as to be clearly vls/fbl all t| . therft an communlty cats, may be exempt from wearing the
required license ta///, }r) cés”ure as long as the tag is securely attached to the

D //}// i
//////%/// //////// /g////////// %//gng as the tag is provided to an officer upon
est ///// /
/ﬁ . ////{/
/ ery person whO/e;//V}h og ///eat in the Co nty shall be required to secure a degereat
’C//}es/ltcense tag pu /// l(/j;/ owing schedule:
. Yo o
//.n or before th dog or'eat ea@ls sixt6} four (4 months of age ercatisfour (N monthsof
//// é
ith (30} c ﬁar days of acquiring a dog or cat; or

Q/ V
r//%////da days after a dog or cat enters the County.
//

(7) Allauthorized vetennan!s/cllmcs shall have County rabies/license tags available for purchase by dog
or cat owners or their agents who present evidence to the veterinarian that the dog or cat has been
vaccinated against rabies pursuant to section 4-10, Rabies vaccinations. For a one-year or three-year
vaccination, the effective date of the license tag shall be the date on which the dog or cat was last
vaccinated agamst rabies. ; i

than—ene—(—l—)—yeaf—Persons purchasmp. hfetlme ta_g_are respon51ble for sendlng in proof of current

rabies vaccination within thirty {30) calendar days of each vaccination to the Division to maintain the
lifetime tag. Failure to do so will result in the loss of the lifetime tag.
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{a)

(8) Active law enforcement dogs that are currently owned by a Federal, State, County, or Municipal law
enforcement agency are exempt from county license tag requirements.

{9) Inthe event that a licensed veterinarian has determined that a rabies vaccination would endanger an
animal’s health because of age, infirmity, disability, illness, or other medical considerations, that animal

will be exempt for the license tag requirement. However, such animal must be vaccinated against
rabies and obtain a license tag as soon as its health permits.

{b) Reserved.

{c}  All authorized veterinarians/clinics and authorized representatives shall remit payment for rabies/license
tags sold according to procedures established by the Division. All augg‘onzed veterinarians/clinics and
representatives are encouraged to issue one (1) busmess check manthBb for rabies/license tags sold. Failure

allowing time for the ownér té:have's
iod, the c%%?ﬁ%@%&”

of@?j&censu%w Ehi

ogs All cats with an identified owner and dogs that have been
lmpounded at the Division or at istray holding partner site shall be held for redemption by the owner for a
“days 72 hours that the Division or stray holding partner is open for public
access, Notwithstanding he foregoing, whenever if a cat with an identified owner or dog is so injured or
diseased as to appear to bé“suffering and it reasonably appears that such cat with an identified owner or dog
is imminently near death or cannot be cured or rendered fit for service and the Division makes a reasonable
and concerted, but unsuccessful, effort to locate the owner of the cat with an identified owner or dog or the
owner's agent, then the Division, acting in good faith and upon reasonable belief, may humanely euthanize
the cat with an identified owner or dog upon the advice of the Division's veterinarian. If the Division locates
the owner or the owner's agent, the Division shall notify him or her of the said cat with-an-identified-owner
or dog's location and condition and such person shall either immediately redeem and provide care for the cat
with-an-identified owner or dog or relinquish the cat with-an-identified-owner or dog to the Division. The
Division shall be required to attempt to contact the owner of any cat with an identified owner or dog
impounded wearing a tag, exhibiting a recognizable tattoo, or implanted with an electronic animal
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{b)

identification device (EAID). Those cats with an identified owner or dogs not claimed within feur{4}business
days 72 hours {that the Division or the stray holding partner is open for public access) by the owner shall
become the property of the County or the stray holding partner and may be placed for adoption, transferred
to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization, placed in foster care or disposed of in a
humane manner. impounded cats with an identified owner or dogs that are infected with a contagious
disease that poses a threat to the animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may be immediately
humanely euthanized. The provisions of this section do not apply to community cats, which are addressed in
section 4-35, Community cats.

Cats without identification. All cats without identification such as a tag, arecognizable tattoo or EAID that are
impounded by the Division shall will be immediately processed for a ion, returned to field, transferred to
a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization or ent placed in foster care.’
Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever such cat is injured ol diseased and appears to be suffering and it

7

HERE = i ercare, then the Division, acting in

veterinarian. Cats impounded under this subsecti
significant threat to the animals or staff at the sk
euthanized. Nothing in this section shall be constrt
any cat that is irremediably suffering.

prohibit the Division fro anely euthanizing

mpounded and believed:to be an escaped pet i’ be held for
ours that the Division is open for public access. If no owner

IVIS‘IOI‘IVWIII permanen%ce the animai with an appropriate

eDende on%&s and other factors. The Division
CIES that%gpunded, if it is not belleved to

Exotic animals. Any exotic anlmal th
purposes of redemption for
has come forward during such time, thé

abhshed by way of a license and rabies vaccination
“om‘%ﬂaghbors or other reliable documentary evidence.

(2) g or cat shall be released from the Division without a current
 tag unless the Division's veterinarian has determined that the

he animal's health because of age, infirmity, disability, il'lness or other
animal must be vaccinated against rabies as soon as its health permits.
oing, community cats must be vaccinated against rabies but are exempt

obtain a license tag.

Notwithstandiné t
from the requireme

{3) Electronic animal identification device (EAID). No dog or cat shall be released to the owner unless it has
been implanted with an electronic animal identification device {EAID) at the owner's expense. No dog
or cat shall be released for adoption unless it has been implanted with an EAID.

{4) Fees and costs. The owner of an impounded animal shall pay all impoundment fees, daily boarding
costs, medical expenses and other costs related fo such impoundment prior to release of the animal.
These fees shall be established by the Board. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the owner of an
unaltered dog or cat agrees to have the animal spayed or neutered prior to release from the Division,
the owner shall pay the impoundment/redemption fee established by the Board for sterilized animals.
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During overcrowding crisis periods at the shelter, the Division shall have the ability to forgive some or
all fees should the owner have a legitimate financial burden but is able to prove provision of the
appropriate care of the animal.

{d}{e) The Division shall have the authority to approve or decline the adoption or release of any animal in its
custody or responsibility. At its discretion, the Division may refuse an adoption or the release of an animal if
it is determined that the adoption or release is not in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and
general welfare of the public. Factors to be considered may include, but are not limited to the following:

{1) Property and/or lease restrictions.

{21) Insufficient personal identification or address verification.

(22) Previous or current reported animal offenses or citations.
{43} Failure to fulfill requirements of previous animal ado&%%
{5) Number of animals presently owned.

(64) Conditions under which the animals are is to
(#5) Disposition/temperament of animal ;
(88)
(97)

of ownership,
of animal(s) on foke than one

sed by the Di ’JSI&TMO owners with an agreement that the anirnal return for
. must be ‘gbcought back ¥ .w erilization as agreed or sterilized by a private
mits pr?ﬁ&,;bed bv the D|v15|on Failure to sterilize any dog or cat as agreed at

SW[OH at a |at
vetar ﬁarlan within the t

sterilizing every dog and cat prior to release for adoption except those
dogs or cats that are‘a surgical risk or that are transferred to a humane society or private animal
nonprofit organization greed to have the dog/cat sterilized prior to adoption or return to field.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, if an animal cannot be sterilized at the time of adoption due to a medical or
surgicai risk, the adopter shall execute a written agreement guaranteeing that sterilization will be performed
within 30 days or prior to sexual maturity. The adopter shall provide a sufficient deposit as authorized by the
Board by reselution, which deposit shall be refundable upon presentation to the Division of written evidence
from the veterinarian performing the sterilization that the animal has been sterilized. Failure by the adopter
to timely comply with the provisions of this paragraph shall result in the deposit being forfeited to the
Division and shall be a violation of this Chapter. Any legal fees or court costs used for the enforcement of this
paragraph are the responsibility of the adopter, Upon the request of a licensed veterinarian, and for a valid

reason, the Division may extend the time limit within which the animal must be sterilized.
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{e}{b) A fee faor adoption shall be set by the Board by resolution. No portion of the adoption fee shall be refunded
for sterilization performed by a private veterinarian.

{d}(c) Any transfer of ownership of an adopted animal shall not occur until such animal has been sterilized and
proof of sterilization has been provided to the Division.

{Ord. No. 98-22, § 13, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15)

Sec. 4-14. Records.

The Division shall keep records of the impoundment and dizposition‘mdde of all animals under the control of
the Division and shall record the relevant dates, names and adigresses of peré %/r;/%o whom any animals are

s s10 010 /// b

@
Sec. 4-15. Humane education.

y

{a) Itis hereby considered to be a valid piblie¢ pyipose to educatez,,the/populatmn of the County concerning the
[ d th re and ct fcf/é/ﬁfi%ﬂ%’% creord ncf\./'\;i/{ﬁ his duty, the Division shall make
aw and the proper care and respe @/Et 4 al /;l//}/a a ,////;} Y,

”/’/ =
adequate provision for conducting appro;{’gia e ed /c///{ : m/s./

] -dtiopal progra /%/
” ) i, "
In order to educate thejs8patition of the CD///UZ{/];a concE'.rl’res  law an’%‘e proper care and respect for
OB 7 e — ”

13
animals, tFhe Divisigh shall may prepare o ok 5 abonimatlawseu 3
T Y i, T, G i, i ,
tes &f this avai //5/// /{/{ﬁﬂ%’éﬁal mater/{a/iﬁ%hat may be provided to the public at

¢ k) L -
no charge and post r{/jl/?g&ant mformg/én on its webaite.

(b}

{Ord. No.98-22, § 15, 6—16—98)//// y /// %//////
Sec. 4416 Animal bites’‘and quarantining; rabies control.

C T FIcin|
,4,///// %;,// o/////// “ra
{a} A rabiescontrol program, i g/[:ﬂlng the“tnyestigation of all reported animal bites, may be carried out through
] Bepartment using the requirements of Florida Department of

g
7|

a mutual” ,-)/-//}/ement with the%lorida Healt!
4//{% Regulation, Ch?/a/ter 64 D-3, Florida Administrative Code, and this chapter as a basis for
7

Health Rules;,,////////
enforcement ang program lmpI?/maentatlon.

A i

PE :

(b} Anydog, ercat, or erar?at,WItho‘Er/ﬁafcurrent rabies vaccination that has bitten, is believed to have bitten or

has otherwise exposed@//to rabies or is suspected of having rabies shall be quarantined for rabies
observation. The owner o /g////%h dog-areat animal shall relinquish control of the deg-ereat animal for the
purpose of quarantine at a location approved by the Division. The deg-ereat animal shall be quarantined at
the owner's expense for a period of ten {10) days from the date of the bite sthe-Bivision-orat-anapproved

: i inarian. It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to surrender any such deg-or

€at animal for rabies quarantine. Additionaliy, it shall be unlawful for any person to fail to inform the Division
of any such degereats animal's whereabouts if the owner has relinquished possession of said degereat
animal or caused sald degercat animal to be taken from the owner's premises.

At the Division’s and/or the County Florida Health Department’s sole discretion, the animal may be allowed
to complete the gquarantine while secured inside the owner’s home, if the animal’s health could be
compromised by completing the quarantine at the Division, the owner can sufficiently confine the animal
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and if allowing a home quarantine will not pose a risk to public safety. Permission for a home guarantine ma
be revoked at any time.

(c)  Anydog, er cat, or ferret with a current documented rabies vaccination that has bitten, is believed to have
bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies may be quarantined at home. The Division and/or the
County Florida Health Department shall have the authority to grant or deny permission for home quarantine
privilege. If at any time during the quarantine period the Division determines that the owner of the deger
£at animal is not able to sufficiently confine the degereat animal, the owner shall relinquish control of the
dogorcat animal to the Division. The degercat animal will be cenfined in the custody of the Division or at
an approved holding facility of a local veterinarian for the remainder of the quarantine period at the owner's

expense. /

{d) Anyanimal other than a dog, er cat, or ferret which has bitten, I- ' Ilev d to have bitten or has otherwise
exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of rabies shall be f//shed into the custody of the Division by
the owner pending a determination of final disposition by t{%}] d/ ealth Department.
K
. A,

npad” dos on he premisas—The owhershallco //////” he oF (481 e
- /
//////, O
{e) 1t shall be unlawful for any person to feed or fail to t /// precautlons to pr }t unintentional
feeding of any wild raccoon, fox or cey///t ////;7/ //
, , ”////// e //
{e}{f} The following fees shall be imposed @/%/ ,/////%/2// ,// //!on of the Board, for carrying out the
rabies control program: / /
(1} Animal bite coordmatorfee Owners wﬁn ,;/%/ el / orted to have bitten any person,

.2 "/%// . { g///

shall be char; ?f/ a»#ﬁen—thef he Semvic inator. The animal bite
gg//]/g/////////////// | G, //////// //////// %’ agri

coordinator 7 y // \{telephone correspondence or
e o to OB yrine the JaGH i vt S

records at th Dlyision, to d )// [quarantine requirements for the

///% //%An d those/ stances where the owner and the victim are the same,

animal. Such fee’s| }l ot be
//7//
or within the im s%e household and the animal has a current rabies

///// //l/»n, ///////// //
.
/%/% /// @/// /z, ////
_////// ///// /////// rted to have bitten any person, shall be
2 arged afee,in aéiitlont he/i&n mal bite coordmatorfee when the animal bite coordinator
’////’ Aducts work, howera E/P//I not aﬁy ;0 obtain all necessary information pursuant to section 4-16(h){(1)
f/////&and an animal cé{ﬁfml off'cera/dlspatched to secure or obtain the required bite information.
(3) Tra nspsg;tatr n fee. Ow hose anirnals have been reported to have bitten any person and who are
i, .
required tejh’a ch anlmalquarantlned at an approved quarantlne facility, shall be charged a
U /{//
transportatlon/ g A

///// . //f // )

(4) Quarantine release fe /A the end of each guarantine period for rabies observation, owners whose
animals have been reported to have bitten any person are required to call the Division to verify that
said animal is alive and healthy to assure that it is free of rabies infection. A quarantine release fee shall
only be charged when the owner fails to call or the Division is unsuccessful at reaching the owner by
phone within forty-eight (48) hours following the expiration of the quarantine period, requiring an

0

situation requires transportation by the Division.

is alive and well.

(5} Quarantine at the Division fee. Owners whose animals are quarantined at the Division for a rabies
quarantine shall be charged a quarantine fee, which shall be paid by the owner at the beginning for the
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quarantine pericd. The owner shall be responsible to pay for any medical care provided during the
quarantine pericd at the conclusion of the quarantine period.

th}{g) Except as provided in subsection {gf}{5)}, an invoice reflecting fees imposed pursuant to this section shall be
sent to the owner of the animal. Payment shall be made by the owner within thirty (30} days of recelpt of
said invoice. Fat ithi i i iglat ; o i o

e ' -
{Ord. No. 98-22, § 16, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15) /////Z///

Sec. 4-17. Reserved.

Editor's note{s}—Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, adopted June%3; , repealed § 4-17 whldh}/;ﬁ?ertained to placement

and impoundment of honeybee hives and derived ///Z/I/rd. No. 98:22, § 17, adopne 16, 1998.

v @
Sec. 4-18. Guard dogs. e ///' . v
{a)} Guard dog permit. //////// //////// ////’//////

(1) Any person seeking to operate a guav,og ser\ﬁ;gwho own'sog that such person is seeking to
use for the purposébidefending, patr{j’ﬁn or protéét//f///ﬁ"gv,propert%ﬁfe at any nonresidential
establishmentﬁf%{z//{?%/’%% ounty shbtain//é///{%/a%/{/ﬁermijc//.//

i oo of S o o 0 _

{(2) Apguard dog g/}//,/r/glt is valid fq%perlod oftw///yeﬁlz) months from the date of issuance and must be
renewed annua'[lewal aﬁ/zﬁcations for p/é?/its shall be made at least thirty (30) days prior to
expiration. ////%, /% ////

. v __ .
%{//{//{/Z/K//%%f&m't is n{/{g}%ab{////g/{éj@abla//{{fﬁemndable.
o

(3) BU: ,%%y oAl L=
K U
{ éé//gguam dog p{/%///f'/j/{%tafee shdf }Téie establisheé//%%fhe Board by resolution.
{b} Obta{ng/:g%a guard dog permj;f/t///f/%/
“ “ . ) . " .
) A pens/yc/}n—,seeklng a guard%///o permit'shall apply to the Division on a form approved by the Division.

7,
(2) The permit gpplication sh%clude but is not limited to the following information:

A
T
2

\g._.

\\

7, //2{ . - .
a.  The name addressianditelephone number of the applicant and a description of the location({s) at
T, 0
which gua/r%//z/"‘ r Ee maintained;

b.  Astatement asto'whether the applicant or any officer or employee of the guard dog service has
ever been i } i i charged or convicted of, had
adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual
activities involving animals, child abuse, or domestic viclence or has had a final judgment entered
against that person under Florida Statutes § 828.073 or any other statute prohibiting animal
neglect or mistreatment. Case names and numbers must be included in the application;

C. The breed, sex, age, color{s), guard dog license tag number, and electronic animal identification
device (EAID) number of each dog that will be used as a guard dog;
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{c)

(d})

d.  If applicable, a complete list containing the name, address, and telephone number of every
customer procuring the use of a guard dog and the physical location of every guard dog
(identified by license tag number), if different than the customer's address;

e.  The name, address and telephone number of the applicant’s veterinarian(s);

f. The name, address and telephone number(s} of the person{s} responsible for training and/or
providing food, water, exercise and care to each guard dog; and

g. if applicable, proof of business tax receipt from the Palm Beach County Tax Collector.

{3) The permit applicant shall complete an application, supply all i}}/}rmation requested by the Division,
and pay the applicable permit fee established by the Board b/)-_./.%es///%lution. No application shall be

deemed complete and reviewable until the permit fee is p.a
-

(4) Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30} days//;///ry derarapplicants to make corrections to

A

meet minimum compliance specifications.

_
Permit denial, revocation, and- suspension. /////’///////// B |
{1} By notice of adverse action, the Division m%%d.eny, revoke or suspend anx/é//}mit if it is determined by
the Division that: ////%/%//, //;///’/////////

a.  There has been a material misstatement orzé}/}/s//r,/epr%/s//:e/;// -
information or document%”/r fglﬁﬂ/if provided to the Divisign;

e .

reguired to be maintained

B K7

b.  The applicant/permit hol e;///f’;; 5 béen cited for at lezshitwo (2} violations of this chapter within a
one-year period, each result,///n thejn tion of i

S iHiiposi ting;
L W ™ U

ration in the perng/%llcatlon or in any

C. The appllca;}/é/%}/e//r/;llt holt?ler has;j//}/}led to pay/;///:}},;}r/}/e orto re—/t a hearlng_ in _County Court to
answer the/ b %@}}%' a citation w,;/g//}aln th|9} %}}w of iss ange of the citation;
o N 4 N |
d. The ap,g/-//l/-/(}:r/ant/permlt';/)/}}der, h:s/hefé)/}//?}}/}y, e, or an fg////rﬁ//gr of the guard dog service has been
convicte%f? iolation cbiow - i had adjudication withheld on, or

plead nolo %mendere I@% crime of amn’g/ffh,_crueltv or abuse, sexual activities involving animals,

child abuse, doméstichiolente or has ha'%/jé}nal judgment entered against him/her pursuant to
/ / gj/&tetutes'%%?%ﬂs?% pa rable///é//{i’tute' or
&’  Ananima «gfr}/}/}r the ca;:/;;//}}nd responst j,;//gﬁ:of an applicant/permit holder has been found to be
< vetéff’ﬁary care that, if not treated, would result in suffering, pain or death.

. et

Aiate
solved C|fa/{f%3ns for a viglation of section 4-24, Animal care; manner of

" §
f%/////////f]}\e facility ha ///r//f)

S uni

Y - K K~
keeping, ///% 3
(2} No permi @%;7/ hall be ref;%//d)’ed for a permit that is revoked or suspended. For a permit that is denjed
after review a{/’ ectigp 4he permit fee shall be refunded as provided by the Board by resolution.

,s/ﬁ’*insp O}
Appeal process. '//k////} /
_

{1} Any applicant or per der who has been denied a permit or whose permit has been revcked or
suspended may appeal the adverse action to a Special Master by filing a written notice of appeal and
appeal bond with the Division within ten (10} days of issuance of the notice of adverse action. The
Board of County Commissicners is hereby authorized to establish the amount of the appeal bond by
resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the Division in the form of a money order, a certified
check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the County.

{2} The appeal will be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30} calendar days after the applicant or
permit holder has submitted a notice of appeal. The initial hearing on the appeal may be continued by
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{e)

(f)

the Division, the Special Master, or the applicant or permit holder beyond the thirty (30) calendar days
for good cause shown.

(3) Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before the Special Master shall be governed as provided
in section 4-30, Animal Care and Control Special Master hearing.

{4) The denial, revocation, or suspension of the permit shall be upheld or reversed by the Special Master.
Requirements following notice of adverse action and/or appeal process.

{1) If the notice of denial, revocation or suspension of a guard dog permit is not appealed within ten (10)
days after the notice of adverse action is issued, the applicant o/permit holder shall immediately cease

and desist operation of a guard dog service or use of a guard dag for the purpose of defending,
7
////{{{/blishment in Palm Beach County.

patrolling or protecting property or life at any nonresidengfal e:
(2) noppa//%%f)%a period of one (1) year.
.

Any person whose permit has been revoked may
b//é)festablished by the Board by

(3} Each reapplication for a permit shall be accompapjed by a fee to S
i .
resolution.
. o
2
Y

TErakA A |
(4) Any p.erson with a guilty adjudlcatlo_n qf an,;///e/};}//l//::ruelty within the past fi ///j/}/i/years may not hold a
permit to operate a guard dog service in thef{;},/snt . ///
Registration of guard dogs. ////%// . %
(1) Guard dog services and guard %g;%//y/r}g)rs shall annuazlyl/:)_//;//gzlster each guard dog owned or used in
Palm Beach County with the Div g}}néﬁ/’/%egistration shéj/]//f}ﬂc]ude the following for each dog:
L .

2 /,?— i e,
a. Name, address and telephon %g‘td_mber/,/gf/’t e pwner aﬁ{éj" anager;

b.  The breed, se‘ﬁﬁ;’ght, age and/{ié}}r(s) Oft/%//ﬁﬁ’&ﬁd dog; //7//’/%////%
c. Acolor he guard df/////{/{/f/j% £ //// . v

d. Other |st§1 Uish

g ing physizal features@fzhe guard dog;

| E
i V////E tion; //%////7

e Certification a:(/:ables, “inal ; .
/'%//(/{/,{/{/@d dogﬁ{/{%f;{/%{/{/z/%%/{%%%%/ //////////%
' /,;,;,,,,'"/-,///4/%/ ,%/ e / .
/.//The ua{%@ elece-.animal ide/n/’-/t%ﬁfc;gﬁion device number (EAID);

///.%/;// g /////%,//%/// s

/I)///// Proof of owne -%///’,%)i.e., b‘flig%le, receipt or notar].zed t':n‘ﬁdavit) including the name and
// ddress of the per;,/; from wtag? the dog was obtained;
. L) . 4
I. Anatarized affidavitsigned by the previous owner acknowledging that the dog will be used as a
gua“/;//a}/? . This reqt%/%nent may be waived if the dog has been previously registered to the
ard éjﬁ}//}wner f?//?%re than one {1) year in the County.
J- current cé/{ﬁﬁ@ti%rom a veterinarian who is licensed in Florida stating that the guard dog
.

A / |
has been exam%é/{/d/and is healthy and physically fit to perform service as a guard dog. The owner
shall obtain the certification form from the Division and shall provide it to the examining

veterinarian for completion.

{2) At least every six (6) months, each guard dog shall be examined by a veterinarian who is licensed in
Florida to determine whether the dog is healthy and physically fit to perform service as a guard dog.
The owner shall obtain the certification form from the Division, shall provide it to the examining
veterinarian for completion, and, upon completion, shall provide it to the Division.

(3) Newly acquired dogs shall be immediately vaccinated against rabies, tagged and registered with the
Division as a guard dog before being used as a guard dog.

Created: 2026-@2-24 11:37:45 [EST]

{Supp. No. 124, Update 2)

Page 20 of 77




{g)

(4) The fee to register a guard dog with the Division shall be established by the Board by resolution.

{5) A guard dog license tag shall be an annual requirement. The guard dog license tag is available only
thraugh the Division. The fee for a guard dog license tag shall be established by the Board by
resolution. The guard dog tag shall be worn at all times or shall be fastened to each guard dog's
enclosure when the guard dog is inside it.

{6) Mo dog shall be used as a guard dog unless and until the dog has been registered with the Division.

{7} No dog shall be registered or used as a guard dog if a veterinarian deems that the dog is physically unfit
to perform service as a guard dog.

{8) No dog shall be used as a guard dog while it is pregnant or Iae

{30}{9}Each guard dog must be implanted with an E/yﬁse Tand appro%:e% y the Division.

o

{L{10)Maintenance of guard dog registration systé o ransfer, death, disappegrance, and rabies

i D, . .
inoculation as affecting registration system%mvision shall maintain g%j}/}/rd dog registration system
which shall contain all data required by the mgffj%//on Immediately upon transf}'/é;//rf//of ownership, death or
disappearance of a guard dog, the guard dog sewi/;}/ or gu owner shall-u@’}/ the Division. Upon
receipt of the information, the %ropriate entry éhﬁifl’&bwa@é%n the guard dog ™ _////f‘s;tration system. If

: M K 0 A . e
the dog has disappeared, an en,%)nuld be made t r(;/ﬂect the location of such disappearance.
L W

Inspection/records.

o

By
a{/é{’??/g) permit‘and;guard dog registration that officers

-

(1) It shall be a condition of the Issuance‘iﬁ, any gu

o

of the Division shallzt7any reasonable’time, unannorr ced, have té//. Fight to enter the premises and
inspect: //////////%/ %%/%%%% ///%//g
a. Al dog nd all premis/{//{/éﬁuhere such///z/// “are trained, {/{//u%fe, or kept.

G e GoB
i, W N ¢

b. Al records' ach guard dog includingél;/é’st not limited to vaccination, veterinary, and medical

pegtmen re?//g/%/é%% {////
//i/%/{/}?/{///{/{: on :%%
L

S

o ; pethe training saje,0 us/_/éé’ofa guard dog.

efusal to allow Inspection of‘d guard dog, premises, or records shall be a violation of this chapter.

5D c
L .

_%Sog serwce_f. fh%ﬁmre a@%Fc.)rper that procures the use of a. guard 'dog to sign an
agreﬂ%t authorizing oi;%/}}/ers of the@}wsmn to perform unannounced inspections of any guard dog
and pre] //f"fses where the gu/é//ﬁd dog is being used as a guard dog.

{4) Guard dog _g’nces shall rpdintain records identifying the name, address, and telephone number of
U, . i R . .
each custome{//g’mcun W{%use of a guard dog and the physical location of each guard dog (with

. A
registration num{”é/fg}'/f//ﬁbf%ﬁérent than the customer's address.

(3}

Dg £

(5) On a bi-weekly basis, gu/éd dog services shall provide the Division with complete records identifying
the name, address, and telephone number of every customer procuring the use of a guard dog and the
physical location of every guard dog {with license tag number). The method of reporting shall be as

directed by the Division.

{6) Guard dog services and guard dog owners shall immediately notify the Division in writing when a guard
dog is temporarily or permanently removed from service due to sickness, injury, a medical condition, or
death.

(7)  Guard dog services and guard dog owners shall maintain records of the acquisition, transfer of
ownership, death, or disappearance of a guard dog.
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{h)

(8)

The records required to be maintained herein shall be maintained for a period of at least two (2} years
from the date of creation and shall be provided to the Division upon request unless otherwise provided
herein.

Transportation of guard dog.

(1)

(2)

(3}

(1)

{2)

(3)

{4)

i
/ /é "*f////

,////}"
General requirements for guard dogs. / //////f/////

Every vehicle transporting a guard dog must be clearly marked, showing that it is transporting a guard
dog. A compartment separate from the driver is required and shall be arranged to ensure maximum
ventilation for the dog.

No guard dog shall be transported in the trunk of a car. No guard dog shall be transported in the open
bed of a truck unless the guard dog is inside a sturdy well ventlla’ted crate that is large enough for the
dog to comfortably stand up with its head fully raised an d li //’j// n and turn around and is securely
fastened within the bed of the truck to prevent movem t/o h/e crate. The crate must be protected
from the extremes in weather so as to not compromi e/t e’ffare of the guard dog.

No guard dog shall be transported in violation of §ect|0n 4- 24(h)

al care; manner of keeping.

Guard dog enclosures shall be a minimum o@///@me hundred {100) square fee@)ne (1) dog is present
and one hundred fifty {150} square feet if two%//}ogs are present No more"t//%n two {2) dogs shall be
U y

maintained in an enclosure. %/%/ l///////////{///
Only compatible dogs may be %he same enclos// propriate resources such as food, water,
and bedding must be provided t//j i rimize competition erfrfesource guarding and ensure access by all
cohoused animals. ///// ////I////// %/%/
Unaltered dogs oft//h//e/)aposne sex sh / ot /{//// ed in the;s/ e enclosure unless the guard dog
service or gua //Z appro ,/ ree o] /”/mlt issd /%él by the Division.

uard de - r5|m1 at pnaterial with a solid roof over the entire

’///////// gy

enclosure The e//osure shaE/ont shelte/r/msme the enclosure large enough to allow all dogs
turn und@ 9 lie down in the shelter simultaneously. The shelter

present to comfo g
/%g/a //// %’”’”’ fl’tj’n the direct rays of the sun and direct effect of the

i
g// M//// VIde/{/? tilation. The shelter shall be raised off the ground
/s‘ Ild
//

///// W/ﬁ% {made of a nonporous easily cleanable surface,
have at least three {3).c Tde nd an opening large enough for each guard dog to access the
el }// ,,//// s p g larg g g g

é ter, have adequate, ntila tlonWLth windows or openings to allow air to circulate, and have fans or

X
an //%/// condltlonlng unlté%/// d bf’}ls chapter. Enclosures or shelters that are covered on all sides

%/?,/e r that prevent deguate Ventllatlon are prohibited.
L o
2

The enclosutézand shelterw1th|n the enclosure must be structurally sound, kept in good repair, must

be constructeg%nd maintained such that it:

}//’%%
(),,

/}irslzg@o/redges that could injure the dog.
b. Protects the dog/%/f;m injury.

C. Enables the dog(s} to remain dry and clean.

d. Provides shelter from extreme temperatures and weather conditions that may be uncomfortable
or hazardous to the dog.

e. Has floors that are constructed in a manner that protects the dog's feet and legs from injury, and

that, if of mesh or slatted construction, does not allow the dog’s feet to pass through an
openings in the floor.
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{5) The sheker enclosure shall have clean, dry bedding or a reasonably soft comfortable surface for each
dog to lie down on to prevent a dog from getting calluses or pressure sores.

{6) When the outdoor temperature rises above eighty-five (85} degrees Fahrenheit guard dogs must be
provided air conditioning or, at minimum, one (1) twenty-inch electric fan directed into enclosure and
one {1} twenty-inch electric fan directed into the shelter within the enclosure. When the temperatures
fall below forty (40) degrees Fahrenheit, guard dogs must be moved indoors or provided adequate
heating in their enclosure and shelter to maintain temperatures above forty-five (405) degrees
Fahrenheit.

(7) Guard dog enclosures and the area immediately surrounding t}/e,enclosures shall be cleaned at least
w

once a day to remove any excrementand-to-sanitizea =R with-a-gu g
food waste and excrement to prevent soiling of the dogs an:dztduce disease hazards, insects, pests,
and odors. Standing water must be removed, and anima{lg{/:%abe protected from coming inte contact

with contaminated water and other waste during cl Anine

cAhihe nituifaces coming into contact with a
guard dog including the primary enclosure and fodd, ana water recef Ptacles must be appropriately
sanitized at least weekly but as often as neces&’f\//ﬁ% prevent accu'%%ﬁon of dirt, debris, food waste,
excreta, and other disease hazards. Materigfe fhat cannot be sanitized4iilive steam under pressure
washing with hot 180F water and soap or g%/{c;{/ﬁéfgent, oruseofa detergeg/f?/fection product
followed by a clean water rinse, must be sanitizeg:by removal.of contaminated taaterial such as gravel,

grass, sand, earth or absorbent bedding. All exc%jﬁ%%@}f/ﬁ shall be rem%%/}f//om the property.
y . /
(8) Guard dogs shall have be rovéé//{/{/ﬁ@ith easy and con-/%/e/z ﬁ,e{access to clean #eshfo//:%/d and water staft

sires. Dogs must be fed at least Oncar day. The food muetke uncontaminated, wholesome, palatable,

and of sufficient quantity and nutritive valie fo.maintain the normal condition and weight of the

animal. The diet must be appropriatéfar the Thdigidual animé%f’ggand condition. Each guard dog

enclosure shall bech&rked three (3) titmés a day""cl/c/g///—////‘/////”"- t cl///éé’@f esh water is available.
g

: nsiire tha
7 h .
Each guard do{/{/{///%/%ed daily W% Any guard dog that is sick, injured,

dog
lame, or dise//g////é}shall be m_gy///e;diately exan;,%é/ a licensed#€éterinarian and removed from use as a
guard dog until fﬁeﬁ}ned healt}:}/”% y the Veteflzgéﬁlan. If, during an inspecticn, the Division determines

()

semerdd oremises is sidk fjured, | di hal
fch.?;///”a/l/gg;‘/;;d_ (:,iog on,z%m%%%fs is sm,%yre , lame, t.::r iseased, the_dogs a_ | be
|mm5 15 Fﬂ}r/mpou /fb} “Divi J,/gy{@nd maygej ,/redeemed in accordance with section 4-12,
femm |on@/$/}9adopt|o;§//f/nless a petr 4|g;/9/4&ﬁle [ iinder Florida Statutes § 828.073.
. . .
16, intaied i /Z/// ' ’\/%/ 1 f i ithi
,%}Gﬁjard dogs mamta,;//g/_//////m an ,,r,;/k/c/r}}/s:ure shall have at least one-half {4} hour of exercise within each
/Kg}ue (12} hours of eg/?ﬁ/’ﬁnemen{@ard dog services and guard dog owners shall maintain a daily
reeéﬁlz@'dentifying eachéﬁ/fard dog gvﬁ'?@ense tag number and providing the date, time, location, and
nameagy//j/}he person who %k//@rused the’guard dog.
" .

11} Guard dogsariust be given a humane existence, and shall at all times be maintained in accordance with
(11) g/,/f,p/%///ﬂ given i

Z
section 4-24,7 care;%ﬁnner of keeping, unless otherwise specified in this section.

{12) Any person who Useszhe service of a guard dog shall be responsible to assure that the guard dog is
provided a humane existence in accordance with section 4-24, Animal care; manner of keeping, unless
otherwise specified in this section, and shall immediately contact the Division to report any guard dog
that is sick, diseased, lame or injured.

{13} Any guard dog on commercial premises that is not registered as a guard dog shall be impounded by the
Division and may be redeemed in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption and adoption.

(14) Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog to patrol the premises after that business's
operating hours shall provide adequate fencing or some ather confining structure to keep the guard
dog within the premises.
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(15) Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog on commercial premises shall at each entry
point and at fifty-foot intervals along the property's fence perimeter, post a readily visible sign
including the words "Guard Dog."

(16) Entry points of commercial premises that use a guard dog shall have a sign posted with the telephone
number of the guard dog's trainer, handler and/or owner in case of an emergency.

(17) Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog on commercial premises shall at each entry
point and on the guard dog enclosure post a readily visible sign that notifies members of the public to
report guard dog complaints to the Division. Such signs will be available through the Division for a fee

set by the Board by resolution. /
_//

(18} No dog that has been classified as "aggressive” or "dangergus? by“the Division shall be used as a guard
dog. //
.

i,
{Ord. No. 98-22, § 18, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2011-005, § 3, 3-15-11; @}| . '0.2/ 5027, § 1, 6-23-15)
o £

///

h

Sec. 4-19. Evictions, incarcerations, community e:%:e adjudication s’%//nd other involuntary

/
occurrences; effect on animals.

/ -
L O
// Juef// tions of hardshi ///

In cases of evictions, incarcerations, hospitalizations, dea] r the like from the
2 i
Florida Department of Children and Famllles/e)’r/other such com W %//lce agencies, and/o%’eher involuntary

S /////e//ge
occurrences whereby the owner of an anlma( 4'111 val lable or unabl//care for an animal and such animal is

% gz
impounded by the Division, the Division sha[l@”//‘///vi{/e”’}%ontv to pl//c/‘he animal for adoption transfer the
animal to a humane society or private animal ngg proflt cré”)/atlo or dlsp e of such animal in a humane

L

manner, when the following condjtions are met: /{f///// //// /
//// //////// // s, /
{1} Prior to the D s/e//n/ ,/// descr e / ”///%;/v/v/itten notlce of the Division's intent will
be provide dx//ﬁ ///f% é/,/crl/ ’b f mail at the address on file with the

Division or at//41/ Iast k wn////éd /4//////// L

" 7

{2) Theowner ofthe % % /// ess days from the date of the Division's notice to make
//»%’ G //// ////’ﬂ % /rr // //

//’

///@//‘3,////// // ///c //////@% l,‘b//e///tt by personal claim or otherwise. If the owner does

uch . J}/ 0 mial within the aforementioned time period, the
/% fimal shall béé//g// hep///,////}/ fth Co’//ﬁh///
{(Ord. No. 98;;/////§19 6-16-98; ;}'f///o 201//5%9//}//}§162315)
B // .

fead animals.
/

{a) Anyowner of any a death of such animal, shall immediately dispose of the carcass by

//
burning, burying at Ie@wﬁ/et below the surface of the ground, providing the animal to a company

licensed to perform cre tlon 7or other dlsposal or other authorized method of disposal authorlzed by law;

{b) Itis unlawful to dispose of the carcass of any animal by dumping such carcass on any public or private
property, or in any place where such carcass can be eaten by another animal.

{c}  Any owner of any animal shall be responsible for the costs of disposing of the animal in instances where the
Division disposes of the animal due to any emergency or the owner's failure to act. The costs of disposal shall
be established by the Board by resolution.

{Ord. No. 98-22, § 20, 6-16-98)
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Sec. 4-21. Livestock.

{a)

(b)

Livestock fences. Every owner of livestock shall erect and/or maintain a fence to contain and confine all
livestock kept or maintained on his/her premises. Such fence shall be sufficiently strong and substantial so as
to prevent egress of livestock. Failure to so erect and/or maintain the fence in reasonably good condition
shall be deemed a violation of this chapter. The owner of livestock shall, within twenty-four {24) hours of
initial warning from the Division, repair or erect a fence and/or make arrangements for the placement of
livestock so as to have the livestock confined. If the fence is not repaired or erected, or arrangements have
not been made for the placement of livestock within the twenty-four-hour period, the owner may receive a

civil citation. //
Livestock at large. Any owner of livestock who unlawfully, intentiahatly, knowingly or negligently permits the
g Y Y //f///é//// b $V glig ‘/ P
same to run at large or stray upon any street, roadway, right:of .g%ther public area or the private
- //////////// //_I//%»/ )
property of another without consent shall be deemed to b€ i violat /)/g//ﬁ//of this chapter.

Livestock impounded at the Division_with the exce tidh of cattle, shall be held for redemption by the owner
. . Y : //%////éﬁlm ;

for three{3}businessdays a minimum of 72 hours%v/estock not claimed WI'E{;?Eh-F&@—{%—)—bH-S—i-F\-&SS—d-B’,’-SE

hours {that the Division is open for public acces%yf he owner shall become th:_‘r:operw of the County and

may he placed for adoption, transferred to a humané/'seomety or private animal noppEpfit organization, placed

in foster care or disposed of in a humane manner. //////////////// /// /’//’//7/%//%/
vy o
{c¢} Livestock maintained on vacant Iandif,/é?f’;,, r owner of Iives{{/”?( /a’intained on vacant ian%ﬁall post a
reference number lodged with the D(\fﬁfﬁé{ﬁ/f@jﬁaiwill link to tl%‘};ﬁ’fc’jividual’s contact information. This
reference number will be posted at evéf/f///" a'c//é/%/ff&ior access po%{/ff/fﬁo the property. No phone numbers other
than the Division’s contact number will bé/’ﬁi}/ted g/ﬁ/fl/t/ﬁ%‘/%s/}/gn along %’fﬁ/}he reference number.
(d}  Equine infectious anemidiéaGgins. /%/// / /////’
vy AW N
{1} All horses m,exﬂ}ng%wnhln th,,gz/ijounty musth a-,v;& //ngport ofdag/yggatlve Coggins {ElA} test conducted
within the pre;,;)//g//-/}s twelve ( w%]./?//months. A fq/;; o der six (6) months of age, is exempted from test
reguirements Wh.j\:””faccompagé”d y its damwhich has a report of a negative Coggins test conducted
within the past tw '&;%iz)_/me /}}/5/ /////,
ea ///%///////// ek ///{’% rt of tive Coggins test conducted
pcete c Y __/W%Tus_;,ﬁ//aave a report of a negative Coggins test conducte
ewgvﬁ??twelve/{fi@amonths foré]ga}n;'ge of ownership. The negative Coggins test report
3 0 the new eyper or custodian at the time of change of location or ownership.
{Ord. No. 98—’/2;/////%?/;21, 6-16-98; Or,}zg///}/m. 2015-’%%//%5; 1, 6-23-15)
© © °
@, g
Sec. 4-22. Number ofgf/ﬁf”imals&;ae?eage restrictions/excess animal habitats.
L

(a)

The chart set forth belowg/ bes the maximum number of dogs and/or cats, other than community cats,
per specified acreage restrictions:

Number of Dogs Less Than 1.5 Acres 1.5 to Less Than 2.5 2.5 or More Acres
and/or Cats Acres
1—10 dogs and/or Allowed Allowed Allowed
cats
11—20 dogs and/or | Prohibited Allowed Allowed
cats

Created: 2026-82-24 11:37:45 [EST]

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2)

Page 25 of 77




21—30 dogs and/or | Prohibited Prohibited Allowed
cats

Acreage determination excludes easements for roads or other areas that must allow public
egress and ingress. All property must be contiguous.

{b)

{c)

(d)

{e}

References to dogs and cats only refer to dogs and cats older than four {4) months. There are no restrictions
on the number of dogs and cats younger than four (4) months old that can be on the premises.

If it is determined that a person is in violation of this section, suchperson shall be allowed thirty (30} days
from the notice of violation to cure same.

% Ly @ogs and/or cats on two and one-half
{2.5} acres or more must apply to the Division for a spegial ‘{e/-;’/::/ess anl’r./é’;%l"* abitat" permit. The owner must

comply with all animal care standards as required i/n//}é//{eﬁ{%’n 4-23 of this ({k’éjﬁter. Public animal shelters and
humane sccieties in compliance with local zoningilay{féa/re exempt from anfm{@’facreage requirements

provided they are on a minimum of one (1} acref//////% ////’%/////

Unowned community cats, when not contained to the property, arefhot to be countediin the number of

Any person who wishes to exceed the maximum number of

N
r

(f}

nimals present. Uy, g K
animals present /%/%/% /////{///////////b/e %/%/

All animals on a property, no matter Z&:0f the propert provided at least with the minimum

- ; - L K7 .
physiological and psychological elemenfé%/fo?éhﬁmane care as notadkin Section 4-24.

9 o, @
(Ord. No. 98-22, § 22, 6-16-9870 470, 2015@27:@ 23158 %////////

Se

{a)

(b)

%////////Z//// :

A o
c. 4-23. Animal Esta"%i:shments///”‘
hop i

’

i

Appli %ﬁ%f%f’%&a.ptefm%' /////
(1) // The/,%//e/) J}JlremEﬂE?x,_\l_\ilthln this chapter, al-hcenseesrust-comply-with: are in addition to
/é’/@uequirements thamay be % orth in: Florida Statutes, Ch. 588, "Livestock at Large"; Florida

(afgjt/@/fes, Ch. 585, "Aﬁ?@é@lndust%%rida Statutes, Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals"; Florida
aﬁ/-//://rfﬁent of Health an,;}}/ules and Régulations Chapter 64D-3 Florida Administrative Code, Control of
Commun;;gable Diseases a'ngonditions Which May Significantly Affect Public Health"; Unified Land
e A beach C dopted by Ordi ded dified:
L m Beach County as adopted by Ordinance 92-20, as amended or recodifie
6////%//». )
Palm Beach 1/1///9/}\( dina o
applicable rules aﬁ///éf;r}e :laz/{atlons, policies, ordinances, and local, state, or federal laws.

{2) This section shall not"b€ interpreted to require a permit from a veterinary clinic/hospital establishrent
regulated by the Department of Business and Professional Regulation; however, veterinary
clinics/hospitals providing services, including but not limited to, boarding, greoming, and training

orprofitorganizationanimal rescua organization shelter or p estable. All other animal
establishments as defined in this chapter are required to secure a permit.

Dep: i
- 7
Developmenttode of Pall;e}éfe
Ordigance No. 72-7, as amended, "Business Taxes"; and any and all other
.%%i/)g
= Rreerthe-airectautRe Re-conRtreo SEEFRTE hospital: for medical services
unrelated to medical treatment must obtain an appropriate permit-humaneseciety—private-animal

Permit procedures and requirements.
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{1} No person shall operate, solicit business, or advertise an animal establishment without first obtaining
an operational permit (hereinafter, "permit") issvwed by the Division.

{2) Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30) days in order for applicants to make corrections to
meet minimum compliance specifications. A permit shall be issued only after the Division completes an
inspection and determines that the minimum requirements and standards, as set forth herein have
been met. After-approval—a No permit shall be issued upen until receipt of payment of the applicable
fee. The permit shall be prominently displayed on the premises where animals are located. The cost of
a permit and other related fees shall be established by the Board by resolution.

{3) The permitis valid for a period of one {1) year from the date o,f/lssue unless otherwise stated or
revoked. The permit shall must be renewed annually. Said pegm) éls not transferable, assignable or
YA

2
refundable except as specifically provided for herein. Rene v a I/ pplications for permits shall be made at
least thirty (30) days prior to the expiration date. The resolution establish late fees for

y (30) days p P /,/a /%//5/ vr

‘\\\\

untimely permit renewal applications. Failure to tlmé( tor a,permit renewal may result in a lapse
in the erF:mt PP ///// F’V ///7/ ! i
y 2 N
{49 Anew animal establishment shall use its inl/t:a - |t issue date as the//a}'mwersary date for the
purposes of permit expiration and renewat. // ////
{5) Each separate place of business or property s eg/l/;?e reqUIre,c} fo, have a permﬂ//E}ch individual mobile
grooming unit shall be subject to |nspect|on and’s G rﬁ/’d to have a sepanafe ermit.

pav ¥

(6} Ifthereis a change in ownership / , the new owner shall o’btaln a permit.

" | establi
//“7%///,/355////2//“

(7} It shall be a condition of the issu ////// //// that the//ll ision shall be allowed, at any

reasonable time, to inspect wrchout,g’ tice, ///m estic anlma/}*//}/ll premises where animals are kept,
all records perta%:%/to such an a[s/a%}/d allre c/%/ 'ngf/t/:///e business.
/
4 // ih t writtel // f/ b // ch County Zoning Division or the

{8) No permitsha / ou ry ﬁ@‘?
i i /f//
applicable mé//b’/ onin ///’// ce to //// ////// Wfabhshment may legally operate at the

proposed Ioc//a///t{f}//k/ Z ”//////// £
{9) An aplmal contro

st&gat on of any complaint concerning any animal

\\\\\

i g,
' /
4 ////////, < T _
n////,;a ///// ablishmen 4///}})5 naoncompliance with this chapter, an animal control
|cer may |ssue{/|fat| ettm forth the name of the establishment being cited, to owners or
”/// //////MA
/ ge sofananlmel/e bI shrmy /}
(11) Byn /;; of adverse actlg)}%the DIVIS ;/vmay deny, revoke or suspend any permit if it is determined
that: //% %
.
//
a. There/l) een a material mlsstatement or misrepresentation in the permit application or the
,,,,// ////
an effort to avoid the requiremenits of this chapter;
Y
b. The permit hoj pllcant/corporatlonloff'cer of the corporation has been cited for at least

two (2) major v10|atlons or five {5) minor violations, within a five-year period, each resulting in
the imposition of a fine;

C. The permit holder/applicant has outstanding and unsatisfied civil penalties imposed due to a
violation of this chapter;

d.  The permit holder/appllcant or a member of the household if a home-based business has been
convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or
plead nolo contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals,
child abuse, or domestic violence;
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(c)
{d)

{12) No permit fee shall be refunded

13} After October 1, 2@16’/
(13} er October }//

e.  Ananimal under the care and responsibility of a permit holder/applicant has been found to be in
need of immediate veterinary care that, if not treated, would result in suffering, pain or death;

f. The permit holder/applicant and/or his/her/its employees/agents refuses to allow the inspection
of the premises or the records required to be maintained by this chapter or by state law;

g.  The permit holder/applicant or a member of the household if a home-based business has had a
final judgment entered against him/her/it based upon a finding of animal neglect or
mistreatment pursuant to Florida Statutes § 828.073 or comparable statute; or

h.  The permit holder/applicant knowingly employs/employed an employee who has been convicted

of, avielation-oflawinvelvingcruclty toanimals had adjufifeation withheld on, or plead nolo
contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual abtivities involving animals, child abuse,
or demestic violence or who has had a final judg///;/e)/;: red against him/her based upon a

finding of animal neglect or mistreatment p tida Statutes § 828.073 or comparable

statute. ////// //4//
tatut / / %////

The permit holder/applicant/company/paten t/ mpany/subst ’m company has been convicted
or found guilty in a criminal or civil e selling animals knoﬁfﬁo be ill; deceptive
sales/trade practices; racketeering: m/l/ //Qresentatwn false state wf failure to honor

warranties; violation of Section 828.29, Fictida Statutessor similar law’ ////
) S fFM /////

i- The permit holder/applicant purchased an a ource pending, OBEEQUHI’ESO'VEd
/ /{/
violations of local, state, %r”f deral animal welf/////////// w

//’/ . L
/éd//// vok{/r suspended. For a permit that is denied
/am///

a’ﬂ’be refunde as/prowded by the Board by resolution.

’f////, ,.// o p
sale dogs o

W .
i omg pse r pet dealers that offer for sale
//// / ///
dogs or cats? r;%a/t/y/ theet h /Z //// / /%” e the business provided they are in
0, ///// T
compliance wrt } is chapter el may transter assign or sell thelr business provided that the
////

transferee, asmgn ’@“ %’ ulrements for licensure under this chapter. After

\\\

after review and inspection, the pefm

ho or pet dealer that offers for
i p or pet dealer

///// o ”’” hall
/{01///;9// /m %%3/// W// /5 . :Z?n%{f/i%rs for sale dogs or cats shall not open additional
/ . . ._

.:QQZ%?
{154) No cat shall be//tl/é/ed /%t/ls a pedigreed cat registered as such with the Cat Fancier Association or

i, o
the Internatlonal%i///j/ tion. No permit shall be issued for any commercial cat breeding operation
unless the cats to be’hl;ed are pedigreed cats registered as such with the Cat Fancier Association or the

International Cat Association.
{185) No dog or cat shall be rented or leased and no permit shall be issued for such purpose.
Reserved.
Appeal process.

(1) Any person who has been denied a permit or whose permit has been revoked or suspended may
appeal this action to a Special Master within the ten-day period after the Division coriginates the
adverse action. A written notice of appeal and appeal bond must be filed with the Division within ten
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{e)

(f)

{2)

(3)

{4)

(5)

(1}

(3)

Inspection procedure

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

Owner requirements following notice of adverse acn/x

(10} days of the notice of adverse action. The Board of County Commissioners is hereby authorized to
establish the amount of the appeal bond by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the
Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to
the County.

The appeal must be heard by a Special Master within thirty {(30) calendar days after the owner has
submitted a notice of appeal. The appeal may be delayed by the Division, the Special Master, or the
permit applicant or permit holder beyond the thirty (30) calendar days for good cause shown.

The person receiving the notice of adverse action shall, until final disposition of the appeal, take
whatever positive measures are necessary to prevent anyfut/violations of this chapter from

occurring. /e//
Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before tr}%rﬁﬁ/l\/ﬂaster shall be governed as provided

/
in section 4-30, Animal Care and Control Special Maste/é/é//a/’(_%%%
:

4

7
The denial, revocation or suspension of the pe hat'be uphel _%”»revoked by the Special Master.

. .

hd/or appeal proce-g/;yy/

If the notice of adverse action of denial, reva/:/;ion or suspension of a permissued under this section
A

is not appealed, the animal establishment sha‘l?l%e,, equired tgshumanely di;':; by means of
returning to owner, sale, gift, or euthanasia performed by alicensed veterinaria ;gfgpother humane
method, all animals in its posseéon that it is not othg/m;lse/ ntitled to possess undérthis chapter,
s notice of adverse action. If the notice of

adverse action of denial, revocatiop / ension of a it issued under this section is upheld on
. . e ) e, P % : P

appeal, the animal establishment shgll.be required to humanely dispose, by means of returning to

, Or ped by a licensed veterinagah,or other humane method, all

i

7
within fifteen (15) days after ///////é///////

owner, sale, gift, or euthanasia perfony-

animals in its passession that it is not otherwise enfitled taspossessamder this chapter, within fifteen
AT, Ui .W’”///% . .
less’of] se ordered bythe S .
(15} days afty}/};//t///;/appea égfg//%ng unless ,‘////erw e.order _ e Special Master. The permit

i

applicant or p%;}/r//n//;iholder sh%nrowde th n with writtén’notification of the disposition and

erson whose permit hasbe

4rplication shall b /,,,//cﬁompame,/gl/}v
i i i //// feati ///7?/ who has been convicted of, had adjudication

wuthhelg‘%n, or plead noI.ntendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving
. K . R - .
animals, Chitdzabuse, or domastic violence within the past five (5} years may not held apply for a permit

locati f hanimal, incl dirs th , Al , and teleph ber of each new owner. If the
ac::ii’lgjlg l'?a\.?eago?//ryeé/j’ l:r;:r%)//g ’d'sig.:;?ieo? /////};//'eiscr?t?ed aebeo[iieozsen;?\:isi;n shall attempt to notify
ek ol < ’
oW %s%’@phcable,gap _may Tmpgurid any am;n}]s found to be housed or kept in violation of this
chapter. SUch animals may be redeemedy | dteordapice with section 4-12, Redemption and adopticn.
(2 /////n it hasheen revoked may not reapply for a period of one {1) year. Each
.

a fee to be established by the Board by resolution.

s, ] R
to operate an%//a/ﬁlmal establishment in the County.

An inspection form shall be used as a guideline for the inspecting officer and the animal establishment.

Inspections of animal establishments shall be made without notice, during normal business hours or at
any reasonable time during daylight hours. All inspections shall be made in the presence of the owner,
manager or person in charge of the establishment whenever possible.

The inspecting officer will complete the inspection form by marking unsatisfactory items. Instructions
and comments will be made at the bottom of the inspection form.

Whenever deficiencies are noted or the Division receives a complaint from the public, a follow-up
inspection of the establishment may be initiated by the Division.
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(g)

(5) After the inspection is complete, the owner, manager or person in charge of the animal establishment
shall sign the inspection form whereupon a copy of the completed form will be given to the owner or
manager. If the owner or manager is not present, a copy of the form will be mailed to the owner or
manager and the original copy will be kept by the Division.

{6) The owner or manager of the animal establishment shall correct or initiate corrections within seven (7)
days, unless otherwise stated by the inspecting officer.

Minimum general operational standards.

(1} Each animal establishment will prominently display a current, valid County animal care and control

operational permit. ////

(2) Each animal establishment which accepts privately owne //?;1)// ils lnto its custody, shall report to the
Division, any obvious case of neglect or animal abus s chapter or Florida Statutes Ch.

//
828, "Cruelty to Animals." The Division's phone nu f;// t?/%//,t ed in a prominent location visible

to both employees and customers. / //
4 o

(3} Each animal establishment shall meet all fl‘r//// < eqmrements in acge}dance with the local fire and
zoning regulations. A posted plan and dia g;}%evacuate all animals m{/ase of fire shall be provided
in a prominent location. Commercial stables’shall show proof of a fire |nspe4m with all

recommendations adhered to, that was conduézt/’éd@bv PBC Ft@escue within tlaefg rior 12 months

unless exempt by Florida Fire Prevention Code, Seciioh, 633%/{ 6. W%/‘/
7, % 4 4
{4) Each animal establishment shaHJ) .v ew Iephe /ava ilable at all times in case of an

emergency. The name of th th/ﬁ'ﬁ//% vtnrn the veterinari h ber shall
rgency. name o eesa,/////) ////////ge aaa/////eeelnaansponenumersa
be posted and made available to a /employees%end custom ers/

//// //f/Z///// ///7%/ /’
a
contro /ab //// ///%/////% /%////

mt routine inspection and cleaning of
//// 'f///// P &

the famllty, and cflear ervatm of th m’cﬂs. Anlmal areas must be lighted for at least eight (8)
hours a day, by e/fc /f/m /////1 |ght/4)” esponding to the natural period of daylight. If anly
s ”/S//// ///// ///11// ‘///

|ded//|t must provide full-spectrum illumination. Animal

/////lg}/s/, //////{/S% /////,’t///{///ﬂ %/om excessive light.

areas of each an,;/// ,//1}ment shall be c1ean orderly and free of garbage, unused food,
tandmg water, htter/é//;r f se. age shall be kept in garbage cans with lids and disposed of daily.
,,////// //7{ KA
yerual stables refe 1o requirenie

,,,//,;// ////// /nts in subsection (k}).

\i%

(5)

dequate rodent and insect

(6}

{8) An |mal’v;;95te shall be rem ).f/,ed by cleaning regularly throughout the work day. {Commercial stables

o recieme /éf ction ().
”///// //
ls’nfectants shall be stored and used in accordance with the manufacturer's

{9) Allcleaning so 1
G
instructions, prop{e//////’é %d as to content, and shall be stored so as to not come into any contact with

animals or items intend ed for animal consumption.

(10) All equipment, buildings, appurtenances, plumbing, electrical wiring and electrical
appliances/equipment shall be in good repair and appropriate for intended use.

(11} Wherever animals are housed or cared for, floors, moldings, walls, shelves and work areas shall be of a
nonporous material impervious to fecal matter and urine that can be easily swept, wiped, mopped and
disinfected daily. Carpeting as a flooring or wall covering shall not be used wherever animals are
housed or maintained. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Division may in writing approve the use of
alternative materials when the animal establishment provides a written plan for keeping all surfaces in
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the animal enclosure clean and properly disinfected and demonstrates compliance with such plan.
{Stables refer to requirements in subsection (k}).

{12) All aisles shall be kept clear to provide safe, free access throughout the animal establishment.

{13} Animal establishments which fail to obtain licensed veterinary care or show proof of same, for any sick
or injured animal found in the animal establishment's custody may be charged for violating section 4-
24, Animal care; manner of keeping, of this chapter or Florida Statutes Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals."
Proof of adequate, timely, veterinary care must be provided to the inspecting officer upon request.

1514JAll animals in an animal establishment must be given a hymane“existence, and shall at all times be
{(¥514) g /)% -

maintained in accordance with section 4-24, Animal%%//e{/{/é/%w%/}r of keeping.

{3615)A commercial breeder's permit number shall be incléged in all@g}i);ertisements offering a dog or cat for

i

1716}No persen shall maintain unsterilized dogs6versix (6) months of age or uhsterilized cats over four (4
(+716INo p unsterilized dogs g5 (6) mor Be D pate ver four (4]
months of age together without first obtainipgzan appropriate breeding permiit from the Division.

et

{h)  Minimum operational standards for kennels, training €stablishm ommercial brégders, pet dealers and

entdie eder
_ _ " - e
excess animal habitats (EAH). ////// / ///////// / ///////

{1) Record keeping—Kennels; trar'nrq, %%abﬁshmen ts com%/)rcm! breeders and excess animal habitats.

a. Kennels; training establishmeénts, comjercial breeder—s;/é”im excess animal habitats shall keep

. T, s N i, R .
records on all animals currentl‘//\fé///}'/}red, brded, hond/or being trained. These records
imapindividually 2 .

shall be maiptitied on each anifiy

b e e
.  The |m;/%/t;/n/1/}/:tron in ‘Ela,/;}/-/s}/g records s %I},/f pe thein
i cula’t‘é//ns and prescr{z//;ﬁon or med/lé%;rea 1t

I Lt ent admintétered. In addition, kennels shall be
) o v '
required t.tain the 0///fier's name, é/g%%ﬁass, emergency telephone number, proof of owner's

r

.

4

7
nclu netbedimited to rabies vaccination, all other

i
o,

- . £ s . .
identificatio {%{? '///{%hd- hone n//lf/e/mber of owner's veterinarian. Excess animal habitats

K . . .
-_,v).}g.,where{ﬁ/@ammal was obtained. The above information shall
el i %//g’est

e
shallzalso includeracard:

/// {Ble to th
' e 0 ained fromthe owner or his designee, for each animal and shall

. Amedicalr ,.%///}%e
//% become part o’é{;/i/’/i;//animaT%ord so that emergency treatment can be given if the animal
//’shows signs of illng’,//”' is injtire.while in the care and custody of the kennel.

o £55.0r is |nJI:|.,rg/ed>f
Go%}:%eraal breeder;;/,s//fs//',t)all comply with section 4-25, Dogs and cats offered for sale; health
requ’fn:”@ /

‘and name dnditelep

nspecting officer uon r
mus ”‘be}’;bt

reiments, and shall maintain a separate file for each dog and cat containing all Official
Certlflca;g;//%/}/f Vetec;/////; tnspection’s {OCVI) and medical records for each individual dog and cat.
i, 4 . . . . N .
e kept on file at all times on the premises and available to the inspectin
//////’.k p p pecting

Such record;*/s//;/’}/h/}/t
.- { such records shall be maintained for a period of two (2) years after an

officer upon rf,;/g////

animal is sold orétherwise disposed of.

e.  Alldogs housed at a kennel or training establishment for training purposes shall have a training
contract. The training contract shall state that the dog is housed specifically for training. The dog
shall be housed in an enclosure appropriate for its breed and size o stand holding tail fully erect
or sit erect, walk several steps, lie down iracemforable normal positien at full body length,
stretch out and turn abewt around freely. The contract shall include notice that the dog will be
interacting with other pets in training classes. The contract shal! be signed by the dog's owner.
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f. Commercial breeders shall maintain records of each litter of puppies and kittens born. Such
records shall include the date of birth, number of puppies or kittens in the litter, and license tag
number of the parents.

g On a monthly basis, commercial breeders shall provide the Division with the name, address, and
telephone number of the new owner of any puppy or kitten placed or a notice that no animal
was sold during the month.

(2}  Animal housing requirements—Kennels, training establishments and excess animal habitets.

a. For kennels gnd training establishments, dogs must be separated by a wall at least four {4} feet

high or one (1} foot higher than the top of each dog's h%g%gxcluding the ears), when the dog is
standing on all four (4) feet. Notwithstanding the foregdﬁ/g//,/{he Division may in writing approve a

plan to separate the dogs without walls. ///%
X

b.  Animals shall be confined and not allowed to rik; agam freely on the premises, except

o
with the written approval of the owner o /ﬁ/al. 4

f the,ani ////
|
¢.  Animals housed in kennels shall be sepa///-{/%/i/{; the following é//{fjﬁ’ner:
i @

1.  Dogs from cats. %

N .
2. Unsterilized males from females. // /

3. Nursing mothers wiffztheir young from'a | 4

/////////@%@j/aguard dogs.////e//%

4, Boarding dogs from Ee;
K b

By special request of the owz%%as g//{//t/%f@ﬁnthe record,//{éjﬁimals from the same household may
be boarded together and may Ilowed%///g/ﬁﬁﬁeract with ca,/j@i"er animals during supervised play
periods. A;‘é-’ia&,:esources (g/éﬁood, waé“.d:din e%ﬁnust be provided to minimize

competiﬁ%{%uarding'?é@ensfl%g@%uzmh'gused animals.

ot

d.  Animals’hading a knowh of suspectedcgmmunicable animal-to-human or animal-to-animal
disease shafl;be maintained in an isolated location where they cannot directly or indirectly come
G,  hblic

into contact with any6ther animals ortheg/'/’ﬁbh

and State hea w/{égu ations’must be followed when caring for any animal

F

App za;,/é”,,County a TEes!
¢ al-////./f/ﬁ%man diseasf/é/.///////

harboringa

)}%".im 1oz
el

7 I, . . - S
// Kennel operator,;§jand tranmrg//gé,_e/ >stablishments boarding dogs over night shall comply with the
W llowing requir‘t_{//rf\;////” ts: /’5////

. )
%Notiw the Din regarding all dogs maintained at their kennel for longer than three {3)

222%2%2215- 222%%

Foratiy dog kenheled for longer than three (3) months, the kennel operator shall arrange
Forichy,dog (egpiled fo longer than thee (3 P ¢
ora p;;//gl’:essmn’al behaviorist or trainer to visit the dog once every three {3) months for the
purposeofevaluation, therapeutic or obedience training.

3. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3} months, the kennel operator shall have a
veterinarian examine the dog prior to the fourth month of confinement and every ninety
{90} days thereafter. Dogs not maintained on a heartworm preventative prograrm shall be
given an occult heartworm test and started on preventative or treated for same.

4.  Each day a minimum of sixty (60) minutes of play, interaction, grooming and/or training
shall be provided to each dog.

(3} Physical facility requirements—Kennels, training establishments, commercial breeders; pet dealers and
excess animal habitats.
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a. Floors and walls of all animal enclosures shall be made of nonporous material impervious to fecal
matter and urine that can be easily disinfected. The floors shall slope toward the drains or
troughs. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Division may in writing approve the use of
alternative materials when the animal establishment provides a written plan for keeping all
surfaces in the animal enclosure clean and properly disinfected and demonstrates compliance
with such plan.

b.  The premise shall have drainage and plumbing adequate toc handle the heavy load of daily
cleaning.

C. Indoor/outdoor housing facilities. Indoor and outdoor housjing facilities shall be maintained in
accordance with section 4-24, Animal care; manner of kéepirig.

¥
d. Animal enclosures. /
1. General requirements. %/’%

A

A.  Animal enclosures mUSt//‘b"/EESignEd and ce%tructed of suitable materials so
.
they are structurally sgun

/ a’%he an et

imal enclos{res must be kept in good repair.
. S,
B.  Animal enclosures must,be constructed and main ff/ed so they:

i Have no sharp po/{féé’/”;or edges,\n/f[-‘i’fﬁch could injur{/:f;/’,/fﬁ’ ogs and cats;

ii. F;Fﬁ”,'fe 1 the dogs and cat//'ﬁ FEInjury;
iii. Kere}a s and unauthlrzed individuals from accessing the
ci%me%f 4///////~

Enable ﬁfedogs and o remam"’iry. and clean;

;,,/(/f:;/;\ts )

N

0

: Iirowldfa she}/////; an%f%}/)te@,,r? e%eme temperatures and weather'

//c//ondltlons th%t//f///y/// e uncomfr/;;/}b]e or hazardous to the dogs and cats;
.
ﬁ//{/” shaded to sb{/zé' all the dogs and cats housed in the animal
_ /%/;@lsure' %////Z///
/ Providé- }3}/3//}/?/}/}5 and,;/,/f/};ts with easy and convenient access to clean food
d water; %, 7

/ ?

Eng///lt}/}e all surfaces in contract with the dogs and cats to be readily
cleannd disinfected; and

W///»
Have ﬂoé/-/{/s which are constructed in a manner that protects the dogs’

nd cats' appendages from injury and that will not allow the dogs' and
ats' appendages to pass through any openings in the floor.

rovide a separation or distance between living space and toileting space.

shall not be used to permanently house animals for more than 1 hour, except
under the guidance or a veterinarian for medical treatment.

“

Space requirements for dogs:

i Indoor/outdoor enclosures for extra-large dogs over seventy-five (75)
pounds shall be at least thirty-two (32} square feet, per dog.

ii. Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for large dogs fifty-one (51) pounds to
seventy-five {75} pounds shall be at least twenty-four {24} square feet,
per dog.
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iii. Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for medium dogs thirty-six (36) to fifty
(50} pounds shall be at least twenty {20) square feet, per dog.

iv. Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for small dogs twenty-one (21} to thirty-
five {35) pounds shall be at least twelve {12} square feet, per dog.

V. Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for dogs eleven (11) to twenty {20}
pounds shall be at least eight (8) square feet, per dog.

vi. Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for dogs ten (10} pounds and under shall
be at least six (6} square feet, per dog.

vii. The interior height of an indo&oor dog enclosure must be at least
one {1) foot higher than th}/g éﬁ point of the body (normally the ears)

of the dog in the encloye@v//{e}%t is in a normal standing position.

E.  Space requirements for Cau_//////ﬂ%%//’

.
= .

, .
i Each cat that is hétised in any animal e/%///”-liasure must be provided

//////ﬁ//g//llows: ///9////%

. 7
minimum spag .
,,///////////

.
B2 incheshigh:A minimum ofwﬁv‘f@squarefee’c fora

T Y Yy a 7
cage confined é’%r z'%%nh a hursing Iltt//'é’%

&

N
\\\

W

it s e . A minimum of 18 square
7 .
?E:é//f}et per{e/fgﬁmncats housel‘a_.,,_a free roam enclosure; and

i C sility. _
/ /////I///{// emeat I//}////L ///////////@ /%k// )
////(a) All cat;}:n uséd m'the’samezanimal enclosure must be compatible
%/% a{’/ﬁ%e owne//{./%/////?
s eat may

L

and h

OUs
7
{{ﬁ in% ay not be housed in the same animal enclosure

;. Queen h
/ %’vth any mﬁ/{'/'//ﬂ/%e males unless an appropriate breeding permit has
// bee%%///// ec(////
Qu

p
fain

/(//)/ ueens with litters may not be housed in the same animal

////////;;closure with other agudt cats.
(d) i i
cittens under four (4) months of age may not be housed in the

K R . .
safr/'/%namma] enclosure with adult cats other than their mother.

&

Cats with a vicious or aggressive disposition must be housed
separately.

In all animal enclosures, a receptacle containing sufficient clean
litter must be provided to contain excreta and body wastes.

{b} Litter pans shall be cleaned and changed daily or more often when
necessary.

iv.  Resting surfaces (perches).

{a} Each animal enclosure housing cats shall contain a solid resting
surface or surfaces that, in the aggregate, are large enough to hold
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all the occupants of the animal enclosure at the same time
comfortably.

(b} The resting surfaces must be elevated, impervious to moisture and
able to be easily disinfected, or easily replaced when soiled or
worn.

{c}  The resting surfaces shall not be considered part of the minimum
floor space.

{4) Food and water requirermnents: Dogs and cats—Kennels, commercial breeders, pet dealers and excess

a.

C.

animal habitats. /////

Food shall be stored in rodent, pest and moistur tainers with lids. Containers shall be

e progafeon
clearly and properly labeled as to contents. //:
O
il gimes a

Fresh water shall be available to all animals gt nd;///;ihall be maintained in a container in

7
. ¢
such a manner that animals cannot turnt//’é/f//g@ntamer over.////

Food and water shall be fresh, appro ,r;tat/e;fand free from contamination

//“

(5) Cleaning procedures for kennels, training es ”//;-”}/hments commercial breede:,g;/;/ger dealers and excess
animal habitats. k / /,////”
i, / //, i
a. Allanimal dog enclosure%%?%mg floors, waﬁs,;/%//ers shall be cleaned, disirfected and dried
daily. Cat enclosures shou: 1'/;/}ecleaned dail 'ér}/ifdisinfected completely once the cat leaves
he enclosure. % k.
the enclosure /%////}/ //////////// //;/////////ﬁ
b.  Dogs and cats shall not be dire%exposeater or di@;}%}}ctant and shall be removed from
animal enclpstifés:during cleaning?iarocedure% ///
c.  Drains aé//%s///z//{/{//{/{//{/%%iacent to Iz/{//l/'//%f/’ﬁ]ima[xe/;nc///o/%%//e/{/f/éﬁa.li be////{osed and disinfected daily.
d. All areas//c//%}taini_ng anié/{ffﬂ waste sha'/l%é/é%///{/aned throug%ut the day and such waste shall be
7

{6)

any'dog.or cat on any roadéide or pué‘-,lll

; L
property disposed of so /{//% “

% »
5/ t to cause a://;/rfmlsance.

///////d%//,, ///}///////////f%’}/u;be clef{///.//’ﬂ//ﬁ

el sand disinfected daily.

e

- bowls’shy

Appropriat&eleaning niethods sh e used to ensure that fumes from excreta and urine do not
adversely a e///? he Iun-g;s/)///?}ammals or humans.
] {/%/»dside sales. It shun]aw(/u%//z,t%‘? dvertise, display for commercial purposes, attempt to sell or sell

¢ 90 i@right—of-way.

2 7
)y Minimum ope gfianal standards/r pet shops and pet dealers.

means a dog ofan%

L1
,,,};/

. . .
1 General reqiirements forjpet’shops and pet dealers. For the purpose of this section, the word do
(1} q );/f///n,///// its fopel shops and p purp B

a.

geandt
For each dog anyg/{//a/ttransported into the County from outside of the State of Florida for sale, the
tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required by this chapter must be administered by or under the
direction of a veterinarian, licensed by the state of origin and accredited by the United States
Department of Agriculture, who issues the Official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (OCVI1}. The
tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics must be administered no more than thirty (30} days and no less
than fourteen (14} days before the dog or cat's entry into the State of Florida. An OCVI certifying
compliance with this chapter must accompany each dog and cat transported into the State of

Florida for sale.

e andsthe word cat means a cat of any age.
.

Each OCVI shall contain records for only one (1} dog or cat.
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No dog or cat imported into the State of Florida for sale shall be offered for sale without an OCVI
issued by a veterinarian licensed in the state of origin.

The following tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics must be administered to each dog before the
dog is offered for sale in the County, unless a licensed, accredited veterinarian certifies on the
OCVI| that to inoculate or deworm the dog is not in the best medical interest of the dog, in which
case the vaccine or anthelmintic may not be administered to that particular dog:

1. Canine distemper.

2. Leptospirosis.

Ay,
3. Bordetella {by intranasal or other licensed mucosal 56 j
re_ .a(y-ln _ u o3l 180

4.
5.
6.  Canine parvovirus. _
7. Rabies, provided the dog is over thg;;/; 3) months,of age and the’*trg/)/g///’e/ lation is

administered by a licensed veterinar"r‘a{ﬁjj?;/ %’/////f///

y . o
8.  Roundworms. ///////%/,/// _ %/ 4
N

9.  Hookworms. ////// ////////% ////////}’%
If the dog Is under four {4} moa%/@s of age@}\%y/—t/est ) vacc;;;;/}/%and anthelmintics required by this
chapter mus; ﬁae/ })ﬂinistered n//f/ ore than%(‘%”ﬁ/’ey-one (21%%3 s before sale within the County.
If the da //}/ rfqég);'//r}}nths of ag olde///// es;c;/%accmes, and anthelmintics required by
this chﬁfét/ae{/must beé' ini Yy %ﬂ'ee (3)%&5 of age, but no more than one (1)

ministered at oraf
year beforesale within {he County. /

W
The following/{f’}i}/}s, de anthelnf;}%ics must be administered to each cat before the cat
1/% h /(%oén»ft{////’" less the%jf’%nsed, accredited veterinarian certifies on the QCVI

a eé/};\. ,/7_3, Z "Vﬁ/}le /C/
/9///%9u o%orm e{}”{{,{/}% in{{l?e best medical interest of the cat, in which case
i e%/// nthelraint ay not beéﬁgjfvﬁinistered to that particular cat:

HEIC M
b W

1
r

.

a
/,j;f%// Feline viral r;,///%otrachems;///
BT////.//{/////Galici virus. /%
. %/y, if th/e/?c/;/;}/};s over three (3} months of age and the inoculation is administered by a
licenWﬁrian.
5. Hookwé{%g/
6. Roundworms.

If the cat is under four {4) months of age, the tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required by this
section must be administered no more than twenty-one (21} days before sale within the State. If
the cat is four {4) months of age or clder, the tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required by this
section must be administered at or after three (3) months of age, but no more than one (1} year
before sale within the State.

Every dog and cat offered for sale by a pet shop or pet dealer must be accompanied by a current
QCVI (paper or electronic] at all times while being offered for sale within the County. The
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examining veterinarian must retain one (1} copy of the OCVI on file for at least one {1) year after
the date of examination.

g Each dog and cat in the possession of a pet shop or pet dealer shall be examined by a
veterinarian licensed to practice in Florida no more than thirty (30} days before the sale within
the County. The examination must include, but not be limited to, an evaluation for possible
congenital defects and contagious diseases and a fecal test to determine if the dog or cat is free
of internal parasites, including hookworms, roundworms, tapeworms, and whipworms. If the
examination warrants, the dog or cat must be treated with a specific anthelmintic. In the absence
of a definitive parasitic diagnosis, each dog or cat must be given a broad spectrum anthelmintic.
At the conclusion of the examination, the veterinarian%}%«:omplete an OCVI including all

medical findings, which shzall remain current for a perjg }thlr‘ty (30} days. Each dog and cat in
) y 4 o -
the possession of a pet shop or pet dealer shall b%/e mined by a veterinarian every thirty (30}
days and the pet shop or pet dealer shall ensurf;/e;i% @g;/,%ent OCVI| is completed by the
examining veterinarian. ’///// ////?//;’/////
h Each dog over six (6} months of age mus %////%é///’sted by a vete{////n//{’f’é‘an for heartworms before

being offered for sale and the results® :7%& tests must be listed 6 fhe OCVL.

i. Each cat must be tested by a veterlnarlag//é,/f/or feline leukemia before being, offered for sale and

. o U
the results of the tests must be listed on the @CVI. /2 .
///// // //
IR Each dog and cat obtalnethe pet shop or pet e;/}}er for the purpose of sale“shall be

,,// 7 K

examined by a veterinarigz/glléll/éi%’ﬁ’ed in Florida wit{g{"{%/wo (2} business days of the day the pet

L, U

shop or pet dealer obtains tl,)//;/e; og{/g/%/at.
o .

N
&

k. No pet shop or pet dealer shaﬁéﬁ””/sess, //9’?/ or sale, sel 'Zf nsport, or arrange for the
transportationZifany dog or cat//-/{;l};@t is Iess{ﬁ//é/////%”‘ight {8) \z%%%s}of age.
. 0 pet/sh/or et dealer shall impotk t theéjyg/;rl:ted States in violation of 7 U.5.C. 2148,
£

s POt ddg nto
Importatien of live dogs ///

m. Except as provided in section 4-23(i)(10} itshall be unlawful for any pet shop or pet dealer to
//ﬂﬁp};’ o#e;é%ﬁ%{{/ffamgr(, givg//{g{fﬁay, transfer or sell an\y clljog or czt frgm any source
7 7 AT T K .
//,_h%es., ot holé%’ld/hcen%ﬁﬁﬁd by {ta@Unlted States Department of Agriculture pursuant
to7 U.S:-{_./ﬁ///.}/Z/‘l 1 ets,,g//;/q/zkor sucees .,%}lsmn of law as of the date such pet shop or pet dealer
received SU@*;:IC/’//‘ or ca/t//él%’ 1 shops or pe%ealers shall only obtain dogs and cats from:
) o
.
1. Abreederhd ing an 4ttive class A license issued by the United States Department of
///, Agriculture p@/—//ps-uant to 7415.C. § 2131 et seq. and regulations promulgated thereunder.
2. '//////%%dealer hold@g/?n active class B license issued by the United States Depariment of
ﬂ/{é/’:'ificu ure pg//%nt to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq. and regulations promulgated thereunder,

Bgticulr

i, 7

a ’/gzﬁhe | ﬁicense holder is not the breeder, obtained the dog or cat from a breeder
%y the United State Department of Agriculture.

-
L N

2Lk
who isficens
N 4
A transporter holding an active license as a carrier or intermediate handler issued by the
United States Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.5.C. § 2131 et seq. and
regulations promulgated thereunder and who obtained the dog or cat from a breeder who
is licensed by the USDA.

4. Ahumane society, private nonprofit animal organization or animal rescue organization.

n. I shall be unlawful for any pet shop or pet dealer to obtain a dog or cat from any source,
including but not limited to a breeder or dealer, if the source or, an owner, operator or employee
of the source:
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1. Has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere to a crime
of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or domestic
violence to-anirmats under any Federal, State or local law.

2. Has had a final judgment entered against it/him/her based upon a finding of animal neglect
or mistreatment pursuant to Florida Statutes § 828.073 or comparable statute.

3. Has been permanently enjoined from breeding, selling, handling, transporting or dealing in
dogs or cats by any court.

4, Whaose license/permit issued by any local government, State, or Federal government to
breed, sell, handle, transport or otherwise deal ind/’a”gs or cats is suspended or revoked.

5.  That has received a finally determined citatior%/f/@— %y “direct" noncompliance violation as

indicated on any United States Department/et -_ﬁéulture inspection report at any time

during the prior three (3) years. / //////,;//

’ .
6. That has received a finally determine%fcation for failu/{/{/{g;/}}%provide a United States

ing
Department of Agriculture inspeeté/%e/c/{/ess

to property, airg)’jﬁ/]als or records as required by
0

7 Z
9 CFR §2.126, unless a subseqﬁj{é;é////’?{fl{specﬁon has been pe#‘%ﬁi&d at which no direct or
indirect violations were found by@ﬁ}%nspector. ’//////////////

////// P

violations other than?jdlrect" noncampliang iolation of 9 CFR & 2//ﬁ6 at any time

during the prior th e,,;i;/(/ér,)//v"e/ags /%?

)
- o

, .
7.  That has received th/;eel(3) or more fh //’//%)/}//ﬁg?/%/% d noncomp]ia//gé;cj;};ations for
e .

8.  That has received a ﬁna/g/y de e%ra}e repeat nmp]iance citation at any time during
the prior three (3) years.////k/// %///////f/%/ ////////
a%awﬁewed a finally dgtermined cease dnd desistiorder pursuantto 7 U.S.C. § 2149 at

9. Th
)

epriorth":’////ezé//‘é?s) VW ///////// -

any time ngth e [3) y
o An OC\%’]’H' ////% ////// //////
. Be sigried bn thegdatesef examinatioh’by the examining veterinarian who is licensed by the
state of omg%nd/aeeregrtg}by thellnited States Department of Agriculture and must
Showithe date of'birth, sex, breed, célor, EAID number, ifapplicable; and health record of

ihe dat 7
U, i,
the dog o it examiney

I g ,,,/-/da.

o ,
/%é % Contain the’printed or typed names and addresses of the person or business from whom

é////./ p £
///%//%the dog or cat%f o.btalned, the consignor or seller, the consignee or purchaser, and the
Aarian.

ey

%amining vete]
i,

- .

Fo »4,,9391 d}gze/r@at, list all tests performed, the results of all tests performed, all vaccines
and e;//\t/}/}r;/:}g medications administered, including the manufacturer, vaccine, type, lot
numberf@;p‘lration date, and the dates of administration thereof.

4,

5.  State that the examining veterinarian warrants that, to the best of his or her knowledge,
the dog or cat has no sign of contagious or infectious diseases and has no evidence of

internal or external parasites,including coccidiosisond earmites- butexcluding fleasand
Hieks,

6.  State whether the examining veterinarian has detected any physical abnormalities or
congenital defects in the dog or cat including but not limited to a heart murmur, an
umbilical hernia, entropian, an inguinal hernia, patellar luxation and cryptorchidism.

7. Be completed in a legible manner.
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An OCVI that does not meet the above-cited requirements shall not comply with this chapter.
The pet shaop or pet dealer shall ensure that the OCVI is properly completed with all relevant
information.

p. Itshall be a violation of this chapter to falsify any information provided in any OCVI.

q. All dogs and cats offered for sale and copies of OCVI's held by a pet shop, pet dealer or
veterinarian are subject to inspection by any agent of the Division, the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services, any agent of the United States Department of Agriculture, any law
enforcement officer, or any agent appointed under Florida Statutes & 828.03.

r. All dogs and cats offered for sale by a pet shop or pet deal

&r,shall be implanted with an electronic
animal identification device (EAID}.

(2) Records. .

a. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall maintair{;}he@g‘if owmgazg/-/r/;/i//-t}/en records on each dog and cat
offered for sale for a period of not less thaﬁé@vo {2) years a e//é/”disposition of each dog and cat:

1.  The name, address, USDA Iicen51a///f{/{//4//{fr and state and Ioc/{/f;ficense number, if applicable,
of every breeder, dealer, |nterm5;/dtate handler and carrier tha-t%)//—aas owned, possessed or
handled the dog or cat /////, // L

' o . _
2. The date the dog or gat was born and'é/l{é’f’ tef*the//////{/at shop or pet d%eceived the dog

or cat. /////////////// &//Z//}%//%///j

////Zz.,‘ d%/, - f//’/// .
3. Thebreed, sex, color,@'d identifying marks ofghe,dog or cat. If the breed is unknown or
mixed, the record shaII' déjﬁ//////// 12////%’///;;»,
4,  |fthe dog opcat is being soﬁi’éas capab < ’;glstratlon%}e names and registration
n%%%é%%g//é}sire and da ad Iitter/’%t/é//t%%’//?/ L 4
5. of each ({/{égﬁathat has bted fo%/{%/édog or cat up to the point of sale.

. A complete r medicalag///lféatment or medication provided to or recommended

1 e recorg:af an
for cachis /,/,}//f////////\/ i

9]
df,or/clatﬁy//affuetermarlar%nd any medical diagnosis made by a veterinarian
» N i M i, - N . .
%6; cernm gr“{://g/fz//‘g%(ﬁ;’%o the%%ﬁ;t of sale. If such informaticn is contained in an
i - 5 '////t //,,'/n
/ %&he OC\%aI! be suﬁi%@%a%he pet shop or pet dealer shall obtain a copy of
_ each'dogor ca =6
7

_ o: t's‘medical records from the veterinarian.
/’///////%} affects the ,///};fh of the'dggor cat at the time of sale or is likely to adversely affect the
. health of the dag or cat in the future.

//////ea of the //;j%or catin ure

ariad of two {2) years from the d tion of each dog and cat, the pet shop or pet dealer
W%v%/t%‘o 2/)7 isposition g P porp

A record of/any known disease, illness, or congenital or hereditary condition that adversel
%{”" . g ry Y
7

) % . i
shall mamtain rece/;/s/ ecifying the date and nature of disposition of each dog and cat and the
name, adré%//{{/s%ie anEer of the purchaser and ovfner {if different thagn the purchaser)

of each dog orgh

c.  Bythe fifteenth day of the month, each pet shop and pet dealer shall provide the Division with
the following records for each dog and cat sold, disposed of or that died during the previous
month:

1. A copy of each OCVi that has been completed for such dog or cat;

2. The name, physical address {no P.O. boxes), USDA license number and state and local
license number, if applicable, of every breeder, dealer, intermediate handler and carrier
that has owned, possessed or handled the dog or cat.
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3.  The date each dog and cat was obtained;

4.  The date each dog and cat was sold, died, or was otherwise disposed of by the pet shop or
pet dealer; and

5.  The name, physical address (no P.0O. boxes), and telephone number of the purchaser and
owner (if different from the purchaser) of each dog and cat sold during that month,
including the EAID number, breed, color, sex, and age of each dog and cat.

d. If any dog or cat dies while in the possession of a pet shop or pet dealer, the pet shop or pet
dealer shall maintain a record of the date of death and known or suspected cause of death. Any

dog or cat that dies while being treated by a veterinarianizperson at the request of the pet shop

Y % .
or pet dealer shall be considered in the possession of téh///{///{shop or pet dealer at the time of

1, aepe

death. The veterinarian shall specify the date of a or suspected cause of death on the

dog or cat’s OCVI. Within fifteen (15} days fo[lo%/}}a%}fgegi;}ath of a dog or cat, the pet shop or pet

dealer shall provide the Division with records reﬁ;/é/(/cting th/f%f’ate and cause of the dog or cat's

death. The pet shop or pet dealer shall ?//fr/l/;?t;ﬁ/)n gcopy of s%ord for a period of two (2)

years from the date of the dog or cat's death’ //
%

e. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall matpitain on the premises all recorr;,,g';/s}/?//cequired by this chapter
and shall make such records available toghe;Division upen request.

f. The fajilure to maintain.c%%ite records on d c‘at as required bygf}/;, chapter shall
constitute a separate wol,,/}}n/-?’as to each recordz,;//y: ing or incomplete.
L <
{3) Notices and disclosures to < ’%/ ///
purchasers. //// ///%
U, .
a. Each pet shop and pet dealer s%llpost ca,;;\//-}/-/%/.}uouslv on@%age or enclosure of each dog and
cat offered for&ile.a written not&,rféff'n twelvérpeint.or greatet type identifying the breed, sex,
cat offered {7 Sale g writen notig i twelve piug: grestegiype identifing
ate of birth ofeach dog and cat, a;g/-,y.- illness foun V;L%%h.e veterinarian during the most recent
examifation, and thé’name, addres /E’N £ense n ->;,l;fe%and state and local license number, if
applicab every breg//ﬂ//er, dealer, |ny}//§/%nedlate handler and carrier that has owned, possessed
or handled“the’dog or i ///’/
. . .
-ach’pet shop a rg;pe:t e-ﬂerﬁs;gay['fpost conspicuously in close proximity to the cages or
Ao here dohiand cots e gHered 1P

I'sale a notice in at least fifty-point type containing

/ cosu% ere Qég/}//an /////// 1
the follovﬂlgfg?// // //,//

|
//////// "Notice to cons:%rs: Bef@r}/};’fgfurchasing a dog or cat you may request information concerning
///e ch dog or cat's"gé/”élth, m d'i";/;:f/gi}';historv, and the source from which the dog or cat was obtained.

4[;//9//}; your request,% pet shop“or pet dealer is required to show you these records before you
Ut ihase a dog or cqité//"nd to give you a copy of these records when you purchase a dog or cat."

C. At the tipe.of sale,e3¢h pet shop and pet dealer shall provide the purchaser with a written
. N //’///ﬁ) P P P . P P
Al reater type stating:

notice in tw;/;///-e . org
Pursuant to th/{//z/{)//(/i/{/r;{Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance, every owner of a dog or
cat is required to obtain a license tag for each dog and cat from the Palm Beach County Division
of Animal Care and Control ("Division"} or an authorized veterinarian. The license tag must be
renewed every year, and proof of an up to date rabies vaccination is required to obtain or renew
a license tag.

'

The Palm Beach County Board of County Cemmissioners has determined that the unintended or
uncontrolled breeding of dogs and cats leads to pet overpopulation at greai expense to the
community and that every feasible means of reducing the number of unwanted dogs and cats
should be encouraged. The Board of County Commissioners has also determined that spaying
and neutering every dog and cat is one of the best ways to must be spayed or neutered by the
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time the dog is six {6} months old and every cat must be spayed or neutered by the time the cat
is four {4) months old, unless certain exceptions apply.

Every owner must obtain an annual unaltered license tag from the Division or a veterinarian for
each dog over the age of six {6} months and every cat over the age of four (4) months that is not
spayed or neutered. A dog or cat with an unaltered license tag cannot be bred unless an
appropriate breeding permit is first obtained from the Division.

No person shall breed any dog or cat in Palm Beach County without first obtaining a breeding
permit.

Contact the Division at (561) 233-1200 or www. pbcgov c y/publlcsafety/ammalcare/ with
guestions about regulations pertaining to your new de /

The Division shall have the authority to establ s/a

at ive written disclosure form that
,/,/
includes the essential elements of the wi sc// %

ed herein.
" e proqged
d. Atthe time of sale, each pet shop and pet/ ? er shal! dellvepélg//%the purchaser of each dog and
// information reqLﬁred»m section 4-23(i)(2)a.1.

cat a written disclosure(s) contammg}/)/o/ e
through 7. The pet shop and pet deale;/, all provide all of the abouef’/clted written disclosures

containing all of the information requn@g}p sectlon 4- 23(|)(2)a 1. throa/gy'i to the prospective
purchaser of each dog or cat for review prlp;/ ase upon reque: /f?pm pet shop or pet

dealer shall maintain a copy of the above-cite // y tf% sclosures for a perr//’f/of two {2) years

from the date of sale of & @C//}/ﬁ%nd catands /1/1///2% e such copies availableto the bivision
upon request. .
© 0 ©
- b b
(4) Warranties for dogs and cats. . / /
’///’// //f//’///// ///"/
a. /} tha//f/:- P! // sho //et dealeF /////}) be considered unfit for
o sV
g/or cat by a pet shop or pet dealer a

£ Y, . A ////
|IC9{{/€d vetermagna{’m ofth urchs ‘a‘s/{er s choosmg certifies that, at the time of the sale, the

A i Y,
dog or /// / / 0 illness or disease, the presence of symptoms of a

/ ///;{g/ﬁ W///////’/E/;///S/’///////%// W}{/g/}/}resence of internal or external parasites, excluding

{1) ye f [Iowmg the sale of a dog or cat, a licensed veterinarian of the

! W
/f/////// purchas/e/%@%oos //é/ &rrifies such dog or cat to be unfit for purchase due to a congenital

49/
///f%///// or heredlta /%/}so rder é////////dversely affects the health of the dog or cat.

3/,///W1th|n one (13 //,year following the sale of a dog or cat, the breed, sex, or health of such dog

/ catis found ave been misre
presented to the purchaser.
Y ///)

b. If adog //;/ 's/u;?/’/ ¢ or purchase for any of the above-cited reasons, the pet shop or pet dealer
shall af'f / haser the right to choose one (1} of the following options:

/,,
The rlght to return the dog or cat and receive a refund of the purchase price, including the
sales tax, and reimbursement for reasonable veterinary costs directly related to the
veterinarian's examination and certification that the dog or cat is unfit for purchase
pursuant to this chapter and directly related to necessary emergency services and
treatment undertaken to relieve suffering;

2. The right to return the dog or cat and receive an exchange dog or cat of the purchaser's
choice of equivalent value, and reimbursement for reasonable veterinary costs directly
related to the veterinarian's examination and certification that the dog or cat is unfit for
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purchase pursuant to this section and directiy related to necessary emergency services and
treatment undertaken to relieve suffering; or

3.  The right to retain the dog or cat and receive reimbursement for reasonable veterinary
costs for necessary services and treatment related to the attempt to cure or curing of the
dog or cat.

Reimbursement for veterinary costs may not exceed the purchase price of the dog or cat. The
cost of veterinary services is reasonable if comparable to the cost of similar services rendered by
other licensed veterinarians in proximity to the treating veterinarian and the services rendered
are appropriate for the certification by the veterinarian./

C. The refund or exchange required by this chapter shal}/.-//.%//{//{le by the pet shop or pet dealer not
later than ten {10} business days following receipy//o}z/%:%?ed veterinary certification as required

in this chapter. The purchaser must notify the e.tﬁ o orpet dealer within a reasonable time
prer. The pt nust notify the pet -hobier pet :

after the veterinarian's determination that theanimal is Unfizand must provide the pet shop or

i, 7 K

pet dealer with a copy of the written ceyleea?ﬁon of unfitnes:

d A dog or cat may not be determined/’g/n /}jury sustained or illness
] Ao 1y

contracted after the purchaser takeS'-ssion of the dog or cat. A/"«?”;r%rinary finding of
intestinal or external parasites is not gror.r//n///" for declaring a dog or ca /4.%//’1‘& for sale unless the

 for sale on account of an

A o ) -;//////://;/{,/:/’/ ////////%
dog or cat is clinically ill because of that con.é///l/ﬂon. .

o, .
e. If a pet shop or pet dealépwishes to contest a d nd’tor veterinary expenses, refund, or
pesop ek 7 Jigs fo contest a dgand AN .
exchange made by a purchaserunger this section,th e@et shop or pet dealer may require the
purchaser to produce the dg////f/é‘)r n%%/’c’f”?'mutually ag///f///g’//é//ﬁ"fupon time and place for examination
5 . K

by a licensed veterinarian desighated byihe’pet shop orpatidealer. Upon such examination, if
/ s KW Nl sl !
the purchaswhe pet shop ar pet dealer?roe///u:nab!e toreach an agreement that constitutes
one (1) of the op ’-Iqﬂff/ﬁe forth in this.chapterwr hlz,p/éten}w) usiness days following
.. L Al e
mifgkion by the pej‘ﬁop or pet /ealy/'//y natedieterinarian, the purchaser may initiate
an action#n’a court of cpg}petent jurisdietion to recover or cbtain reimbursement of veterinary
EXPEenses, reﬁg//}q or e;ehange. //f//
Mo pershop or pet dealershall SGie o atteémpt to require a purchaser to sign a contract or
///{/g//%/%@t waiWof helr//l//g//”i'f vid%{/by this chapter. Any contract or agreement in

% i,
which a putchaser agregsito waive an\//{/’l/gjjts provided under this chapter shall be null and void

K ) K
and unenforc//e{é/;;/”ﬁe. //

' W,
(Fchaser under an:///’

. K 1
g.////?///;/?///ff;}}is chapter doein any%/:gfy/:)f//imit the rights or remedies that are otherwise available to a
o]0 yother law.
ure %@t
Ea/c/{///////”t i//{///

h. /W/%hop a.nd p%////ﬁealer shall .provide the purchaser of a dc:g or cat at the ti.me o.f sale with
the writtep-notice I; uired by Florida Statutes § 828.29(12), which shall be provided in twelve-
point or g//léfé//fer /é/é/}///

i No pet shop o%{{//éaler shall require the purchaser of a dog or cat to use the pet shop's
veterinarian in order to receive a refund or exchange required by this chapter.

j- If a purchaser requests a refund or requests to return or exchange a dog or cat pursuant to this

chapter, each pet shop and pet dealer shall maintain all records related to the purchaser's
request for a period of two (2) years from receipt of such records and shall deliver a copy of the
purchaser's request to the Division within seven {7) days of receipt.

{5) Animal housing requirements—Pet shops and pet dealers. All animal housing shall comply with the
Association of Shelter Veterinarians “Guidelines for Standards of Care in Animal Shelters”, as amended,
and the following:
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a.  Animals having a known or suspected communicable animal-to-human or animal-to-animal
disease shall be maintained in individual cages in an isclated location where they cannot directly
or indirectly come into contact with other animals or the public.

b.  Animals with diseases that can be airborre must be isolated in an area with independent
ventilation.

C. Any animal that cannot stand on its own or that has a life threatening disease must be
hospitalized, housed under the direct care of a veterinary hospital/clinic or humanely euthanized.

d.  State and County health regulations must be followed when caring for any animal harboring an

animal-to-human disease.
(6) Animal core—Pet shops and pet dealers. /
a. Each animal shall be examined daily for signs f/// /ﬁ// ury. Any suspected illness or injury
shall be reported to the owner or manager/gff th tablis 11// nt immediately. Any sick animal
shall be immediately isolated from othejr//g/n/r//r/;als AII eddmg /’/:}terlal and feces in a sick animal's
cage shall be removed and disinfected g /f//{arded Display area ? oldmg crates, cages or animal

enclosures, trays and feeding eqUIpm/é{ {ed by a sick animaf shaFI/ }dlsmfected immediately.

K

b.  Failure to obtain adequate, timely care f/en'/t/a Ilcensed}eterlnarlan fo »a/n ,d:seased or injured
animal found in the custody of any establlshﬁ'l be%a violation ofthls/c‘hapter and/or

s ’{/////// / /{//
Florida Statutes Ch. 828, / /// elty to Al ///// dequate and timely Vetérinary care must
be provided to the DlVlSIOﬂxép@ /////
/

) //// o,
C. All animals that show signs o @ pto //////// injury, cont}/gg;/ous or infectious disease shall be seen
by a veterinarian within twent\f,,// & dﬁ’ and at | e/ast"one {1} other time prior to being sold

/M

”’//W/%/’// //
certfythat/léh Lare free fromt j/ v ////
d /// /// s and /}///‘ ///}///% ////, uinea pigs, all other
rodents@//r/ds ) shall be ////// antte eneralgmdelmes and accepted
animal hus -

andry tandards for each sp,//

5 C ///// 5////////;/ /,///’/k/./
/

mal o o e’animal enclosures and shall not be permitted to be
at Iarge |r"l/4/% c ili W//////,//////"// //é}///?/////%

“ ’////// ,///f //
4/.% e
bf;////\ll cages and an//r}/'f/}/l enclos %%hall be constructed in such a way that they can be maintained in

,;,//}clean dry and sepl ibary annv///All cages and animal enclosures shall be made of non-porous

%, K
o enal imperviod /5/40 fecal mat er and urine, which can be easily disinfected.

C. coolm and/ mperature.

””/
1. ln%/)‘ t/tg/cﬂltles for animals must be sufficiently heated and cooled when necessary
Kk /// A

ft% /{n mals from cold and hot temperatures and to provide for their health,
///”
rt*ape weII being.

2. When animals are present, the ambient temperature in the facility must not fall below fifty
{50) degrees F (ten {10} degrees C) for animals not acclimated to lower temperatures. Such
animals would include short-haired breeds, sick, aged, young, infirm dogs and cats, and
small domestic animals.

3. The ambient temperature must not fall below fifty {50) degrees F (ten {10) degrees C) or
must not rise above eighty-five {85) degrees F (thirty-five {35) degrees C} at any time.

d. Ventilation.
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1. Indoor housing facilities for animals must be sufficiently ventilated at all times when
animals are present to provide for their health, comfort and well-being, and to minimize
odors, drafts, ammonia levels and moisture condensation.

2. Air, preferably fresh air, must be provided through windows, vents, fans {exterior) or air-
conditioning.

3. Auxiliary ventilation or air-conditioning must be provided when the ambient temperature is
eighty-five (85) degrees F (thirty (30) degrees C) or higher.

e. Cages/animal enclosures.

1.  Animal enclosures must be designed and construc/ of sultable materials so they are

7
structurally sound. Animal enclosures must beyﬁ/n//é//i/n(/{%/ined in good repair.

r/-//{/i//é%ed so that they:

2. Animal enclosures must be constructed 9//&!

1,
£ E//'/

A.  Have no sharp points or edgesthat could’fieg&;/z/’}?z/re animals;
N “
rotect animals frO/n/v//ﬂiy H /,,/,%/%//
%ﬂhorized individuals frorr{%//{//é%essing the enclosure(‘s);

Provide animals with ea-s;)g/a“}d converiént access to cléanfood and water;

B
C.  Keep predators and
D
E Is to be readily cleaged and

Enable}//aﬁﬁ%/.}.l acesin contac@iﬂa nima
disinfe//fé’/é/./////////// /////////?L

k% O
F.  Have floor%%r;bic %‘fé%o structed in//;/%;?manner that protects the animals'

appendagesfE@m inju ",/,/c ¢l that if of/mefé or slatted construction, will not
ppendages o7 In) %@ N

\\\ o
.

liow the animgts! ndages to, hreL ek nings in the floor.
. }%//}//feqmre%;/}//g//t; or dogs? > /////////
// he gt,z’{(%felinef r minmi ‘Y

A T o or minjmt size for an animal enclosure for a dog ten (10}
/”////Zf/ oun/clé/%nd under shaﬁﬁ%?e three and one half {3.5) square feet.
B.

:y////{/é//{/{{//%ﬂ /minim//ﬁ/////f"'

hé au /’Eﬁr"r ) m size for an animal enclosure for a dog from eleven
0 - U,
0 (//)/;/to twenty/{??ndg//{ﬁall be six (6) square feet.

‘,/;// The glf}j,%/}ne for minlmﬁn size for an animal enclosure for a dog from twenty-
t//?}hirty-ﬁve {35) pounds shall be eight (8} square feet.
.

s
L

i

e

XN

, 7
e (21)tok
N
o _
Tl;r//éf uideliné{{%ﬁ minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog from thirty-six
Y, i

(3‘@"@ fifty (50) pounds shall be twenty (20) square feet.
!

%E. Ti}?/é/{/;ldeline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog over fifty (50)

D.

p@/ﬁ//és shall be twenty-four {24) square feet.

o
%}{%ﬂterior height of each animal enclosure for a dog must be at least six (6}

inches higher than the highest point of the body (normally the ears) of the dog
in the enclosure when it is in a normal standing position.

G.  All dogs over thirty-five (35) pounds shall be required to be exercised on a leash
three (3) times per day for a minimum of ten {10) minutes per exercise period.

4, Space and other requirements for cats.

A, Each cat that is housed in any animal enciosure must be provided minimum
vertical space and floor space as follows:
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i. Each animal enclosure housing cats must be at least twenty-two (22}
inches in interior height.

ii.  Cats up to and including nine {9} pounds must be provided with at least
three (3) square feet.

ii. Cats over nine (9) pounds must be provided with at least four {4) square
feet.

B. Compatibility.

i. All cats housed in the same animal.enclosure must be compatible, as
determined by observation. //

il. Kittens under four {4} mo&%@///%//emay not be housed in the same

animal enclosure with }dé/l{é/{%//

C. Litter, ///////// ///////%

i In all cat enclosfzes a receptacle contating. sufficient clean litter must be
7 ¢
provided to ééj’je/c/{/t//excreta and body wast@/ﬁ%‘%//
o .

ii. Litter pans shall’Be%leaned and ehanged daily of more often if necessary.

ngsutoces. ¢
D. l.%estlnsf/}{/u%///;//;;;s %///Z//}g/ /////
.

i chap m/a,l enclosure hotusimg cats should contain a solid resting surface
U ’//((////
r sg%ce-g};;i}}%m the aggr g%/}}a are large enough to hold all the
occupé%ts of the 4nimal enclogiit&at the same time comfortably.

arit gﬁ le L7
. .

The restr@ﬁ?; urfaces msthe elevate%{/é mpervious to moisture and able
/////////////m be easi@aane ///’r{//f/ﬂg{/ﬁjﬁ;/}ed, /{/«%;lsily replaced when soiled or
/%/// iii. ;}’/e resting surfaees shall not be considered part of the minimum floor
@ yF "
s
(8) I-T%%/t/’%’%er requfr%g/%%et%ﬁ% /4/2%////////
7 d Food shaltbe’stored in rggent, pest and{gmlsture proof containers with lids. Containers shall be
. ’////?/S//"@A Uik, d
////’Zf///// clearly and p qp%/a/rly labe gg%’?//s to contents.
b.////%///%l!resh water shal!vailable«%ﬂ animals at all times and shall be maintained in a container in
7 a manner that%fiimals canﬁy’o//t turn container over.

7 . . .
Foo{{’/’%%ﬁ;d water sha fresh, appropriate and free from contamination.

“ :
{9) Cleaning proc/{/%gfﬁ?fes Pe///h%ps

h Y
A

a.  Animals (oth&r/;/}ina}m water dependent species) shall not be directly exposed to water or
disinfectant andshall be removed from animal enclosures during cleaning procedures. Water

dependent species shall not be directly exposed to disinfectant and shall be removed from tanks
during cleaning procedures.

b. The entire cage of each dog ard-eat including top, sides, floor, grate, wall and door shall be
cleaned with soap and disinfected, rinsed and dried daily. Cat cages should be spot cleaned daily
with a deep disinfection once the cat leaves the enclosure.

C. Drains and walkways adjacent to all cages and animal enclosures shall be cleaned with soap and
disinfected daily.
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Runs and cages shall be spot cleaned as necessary to remove animal excrement throughout the
day.

Food dishes and water bowls/containers shall be cleaned and disinfected daily.

Appropriate cleaning procedures shall be used to ensure that fumes from excreta and urine do
not adversely affect the lungs of animals or humans.

(10) Exemption for humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations animal rescue organizations
and shelters.

a.

b.

(G} Minim ”W%%a o roem;%a
(%% k;p/I/{/é///—//@room%j //%{//

/////4/5% % k
//////////////premises or bei/f/{//é/{’%soomeci//

/ R
///l%/%”‘ ical emer E://{//%///

A pet shop that allows a humane society, private nonprofi/t,animal organization, animal rescue
organization or shelter to use the pet shop's premises for//:lsxe: purpose of making animals

2
%

available for adoption shall be exempt from the pr}/}}%%f subsections (i}(1}{2}(3} and {4} with

respect to such animals, provided the pet shop d.@és/e;@ave an ownership interest in such

animals and the provisions of section 4-26 are ,t;///g//[-///%we k /;/?;%/(/:ldltlon, the pet shop shall post

conspicuously on the cage or enclosure of eé;eh dog and cafzfﬁered for adoption a written notice

K
in twelve-point or greater type Identifyi/ng/{’{/'e/ﬁﬁﬁumane societ?‘wate nonprofit animal
organization, animal rescue organizathelter from which %,/;} or cat may be adopted

: ; i
the breed, the sex, the age, the relevantinformation known about the dog or cat and that the
g § :

dog or cat must be sterilized prior to adogﬁf_’on. ///

. . . “ i s
A F.)Et shop may adco?t apl/;,///l/ﬂs;from a humaneg}“/g//f/l/}/sy/;/;p/ vate -nonproflt an:mg///%prgamzatmn,
animal rescue organlzatm,,lter for the pur@//}//g f adopting those animals out through the
pet shop. With regard to am%n%%fopted fromag/;/’z}u/ipane society, private nonprofit animal
organization, animal rescue or/ﬂ'}g/}nlzat/% shelter foré/‘//h/;}/purpose of adoption through the pet
shop, the pet shop shall comply/;/\’ﬁiith all'reg/ﬁ%ements fo%in section 4-26(a}{2)—(10) and (d).

.. e “n, N A
In addition, th&fesshop shall posticons |cuou/s’[f/e the cage dr.encl f each d d cat
n addi IO/,,. ps p % p V////////{}//@ gg/////?//%enc -osure. 0. each dog and ca
offered /f%/}/épthg/{}/}wntten nott%n t%//jo .@,je///,reate “type identifying the humane
societx,%/pﬁ vate nonpré@i’?@animal org-aé/”'i‘zafeﬁé:/m,/anima] é{{//éf’éte organization or shelter from which
D 7 7 4

kK ) L ; .
1 obtaﬁl/{/éd, the breeﬁ%-e sex, the age, the relevant infermation known about
Y, Z 7

the dog or ca/g/ e t mt;’r?-%)e sterilized prior to adoption.

-/}a/snd that the dog or ca o
W

the dog a%//(fat

f standard, rlors apd;mobile grooming units.

.
)
7

0

7

All grooming parkors and #obile grooming units shall maintain a record of all animals currently on

/
med g //'elease form must be obtained from the owner of each animal so that
emergency treatme%t-/;ean be given if an animal shows signs of illness or is injured while in the
i, o : .
care %éeustody of;/;efgroommg parlor/unit.
The :nform:%@/}/}}ars medical release form shall include, but not be limited to: the owner's
me, addres-s_,%méfrgency telephone number, owner's veterinarian and veterinarian's telephone

number. This information shall be provided to the inspecting officer upon request.

Sh

\\\.

(2}  Physical facility requirements—Groomers.

d.

All animals shall be contained in appropriate animal enclosures and shall not be permitted to be
at large in the facility.

All cages and animal enclosures shall be constructed in such a way that they can be maintained in
a clean, dry and sanitary manner. All cages and animal enclosures shall be made of non-porous
material, impervious to fecal matter and urine, which can be easily disinfected.

Heating, cooling and temperature.
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i Indoor facilities for dogs and cats must be sufﬁciently heated and cooled when necessary
to protect the dogs and cats from cold and hot temperatures and to provide for their
health, comfort and well-being.

2. When dogs and cats are present, the ambient temperature in the facility must not fall
below fifty (50} degrees F {ten {10) degrees C) for dogs and cats not acclimated to lower
temperatures and for those breeds that cannot tolerate lower temperatures without stress
or discomfort {such as short-haired breeds).

3.  The ambient temperature must not fall below fifty {50} degrees F (ten {10} degrees C} and
must not rise above eighty-five (85) degrees F {thirty,{30) degrees C} at any time.

d. Ventilation.

1 Indoor facilities for dogs. and cats r'nust be/}/;%%ventilated 'at all times w.rh.en.dogs and
cats are present to provide for their heal.,t;mfor;;/;f}}m well-being, and to minimize odors,
drafts, ammonia levels and moistty}%de{sation. ’%

A o,

2. Air, preferably fresh air, must L‘%F\i-d through windo@%ents, fans or air-
conditioning. //// ///%%

3.  Auxiliary ventilation or a|r—cond|t|0:[;1¢=/5/,/%must be/[/)//r/}//vlded when th,gé/}:/r}}:blent temperature is
eighty-five {85) degrees F (twenty-nm{gﬁ ad onedislE(29.5) degrees Efi};/ér higher.

4.  Proper ventilation 59//}/’1{[////// ensure tha /,”%c:mes from urine do not ddversely affect the
lungs of the animals u%/}/}/ ///////////

), “ _
e.  Cages/animal enclosures. %///////// /////////// //////
/ ;. % =,
1. LEfielasures must be//{%ﬂ-”esigned é‘nstructec(//ej‘é}/tjitable materials so they are

Animalefiel L3 ; LA
Z kK

trtfé/t//{//%/g/ﬁ//////éuf’h‘d Animal ek blosuresd il o
4

Z/{//r//m///lend;% ust be C%Z/{/{/%d

ik
Ay, Have fio sharp points of édges that could injure dogs and cats;
%%%% 4@: 4%%%%%%%y 42222@ 2 é%%%%Q j

tained in good repair.

7
main't/{/{//r'?/ed so that they:

é

@}@t ogsgg//»d ats from fpjury;
7 7
. . Y. _ |
2 eep predators an /,,”/fgauthonzed individuals from accessing the enclosure;
D////’rovide@z' s and cats with easy and convenient access to clean water as
%{//ﬁéeded'////////////%/
//, r
Eg%e all surfaces in contact with dogs and cats to be readily cleaned and
disipfected
/////////F. F}%g/é%‘loors which are constructed in a manner that protects the dogs' and cats'
////////%////féﬁéldages from injury, and that if of mesh or slatted construction, will not
iHow the dogs' and cats' appendages to pass through any openings in the floor.
/% E pp g & g Y op g
3.  Animal enclosures for dogs and cats which are housed for less than twelve {12} hours must
provide sufficient space for each dog and cat, appropriate to its species, breed and size to
stand erect, lie down in a comfortable, normal position, stretch out, and to turn about
freely.
4, In order to house animals for more than twelve (12) hours, a kennel permit must be

obtained from the Division.

(3} Animal care—Groomers.

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2}
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a. Each cage and animal enclosure including top, sides, floor, grate and door shall be cleaned with
soap and disinfected, rinsed and dried after each animal occupant.

b.  Clippers, combs, brushes and any other equipment shall be disinfected after each animal
grooming.

c. Clean, separate drying towels shall be used for each individual animal groomed.

d.  Every grooming facility must use tepid warm water for the purpose of washing dogs and cats.
Cold water is not acceptable.

e.  Grooming bathtubs shall be cleaned with scap and dlsmfected and rinsed after each animal
grooming. Grooming bathtubs shall be maintained fr/}old and mildew.

f. Clippers, dryers, combs, brushes and any other g g q ipment shall be maintained in good
/////&,,
repair so that they are appropriate for the mten per the manufacturers' or suppliers'

instructions. / /// W//%

g No animal having a known or suspecte/cam un|cab|e or lnfec/ﬁ@us disease, shall be accepted

for grooming care by a grooming bus;/}//// / %

h.  No animal is to be housed overnight at” //p)(/groommg parlor/unlt unle//t?he premise is also
permitted as a kennel. / p
G

/
(K} Minimum operational standards for eomimercial stables. T "// /

pre-empted by State Law. /// / / ////4////// <

@

g standards shall am’1v. except where

\\

//l/

/f,
(1) Record keeping requirements— C // /,/ /es. //
a.  Commercial stables shall keep améfere nce ﬁl /6n all anima I hese files shall be maintained on
each a ////@” y. The |nfo/{/mat g}eg‘ // ’ lide but not be limited to
vaccina t*////i’%w% cal trea /////’ /ﬁ /////////7 fagllty owner's name, address,
> "// ,,// T !
merg%i,/t elephone // mber //o/wner s ldent|F{:/éc10n and name and telephone number

// r //////
of owner s// termarlan
ical ///// ///}//’%’» //

b. medical relegse:mustbe obt ned from% pe owner or his designee, for each animal and shall
i % e
// gffé////(,{f///j;/ art of ‘%@%al ?ﬁ%/f}o/ hat //;//ergency treatment may be given if the animal
// { / ess;//n ury while% f/////’////care and custody of the commercial stable.
S &

//// A copy of a ctir );//t ( th|n/the previous twelve (12) months) negative Coggins test (equine
/////lnfectlous anem/s hall be omypecord for each equine (except nursing foals) boarded or kept at a

/
%meraai stahle; /N/g equine fﬁ///gﬂ be accepted for board unless a current {within the past
i e(12) months) negatlve Coggins test record is produced by the owner.

,//// o
///d sha Ilb //

P ! 1]
(2) hysica facuty el //1 e ta Commercial stables.

1. All barns shall be well ventilated so as to have free flow of air or forced ventilation.

d.

available to the inspecting officer upon request.

2. Allfeed and tack rooms shall be kept clean and orderly, clear of litter and refuse. Aisles
shall be kept clear to provide free exit of stabled animals.

3. All barns or structures shall be in good repair with no water leaks. The floor of all stalls shall
be free of standing water. There shall be sufficient drainage on the property to prevent
accumulation of persistent standing water in paddock areas.
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4, Manure which has been removed from stalls and paddocks shall be maintained at least
seventy-five (75) feet from the nearest animal stall. Manure shall be situated so as to
assure that there shall be no run-off into canals or retention ponds.

5.  Fly abatement measures must be taken as a deterrent to flies.

b. Pasturing.

1. Every owner or manager of any commercial stable shall make daily observation of all
animals housed or boarded on the property.

2. Adequate water containers shall be available in all pasture areas sufficient to supplement

all equine during dry periods when retention pongdsiack sufficient clean water. Stagnant
quin g dry peric W 4 g
water with floating algae is unacceptable for denkic

3.  Separate feed buckets for each equine shallbe visedawhen feeding. When a feed trough or
D A
bunker is used, there shall be two (2) an/é/j/’g/f‘/n//ear f//é//e/{‘_%}er head or a two (2) foot feed box
for each animal. - //////////
E ial stable shall b %/ drai Y ide sufficient d
4. very commercial stable sha %}/Z}e}/}//s icient drainage in or% provide sufficient dry

land for all animals pastured and to prevent accumulation of pe/r}’istent standing water

over the entire pasture. y
; //F/)read and rem

.
5. As b - ;x/
. necessary, all pasture areas shall be‘dragged &
rotation is recom %%/;//%Uﬁlment past%/e/%ﬁea is available.
_
i N .

C. Exercise area.

o

.
/\%ﬁ is, 3 minimt///{?

- . v {n‘
1. ;i:g;;%i;jf;:iﬁgg:&r ajj%{/{%{% %}//}/two thousand five hundred {2,500)
//////{//{/i//s//e////’//g@ hall be a;//{//f/% i

p / 2
2. THi red opri Pt fen ////

3. Equine shall be r//e\;rlded approptiate exercise as recognized by accepted animal husbandry

I be pravi
pract eg///%//i{/ / /////%}
s ///;’/Z// /%/ //
de7 Paddock area. ///% //// /C/%/’/
P e
y 1. Pad,;,c/faek area gjgﬁot require ////
{%/// 2. If an op-‘cggy’;}gl padd{é}}@rea is provided, the area provided shall be a minimum of one
//////// hundred "l),square{;fg/j}}/}up to a maximum of two thousand five hundred (2,500} square
///////////// feet. ////// /////jf//g
{3) Food ané//ggﬁater suppﬁes—éég/” mercial stables.
a. Openedﬁ;fg//g/r}/./d bags//;{gﬁ,,t}%}/}be stored in rodent, pest and moisture resistant containers with lids and
properly Ia’lz{//j' o/content

3

b. Unopened food bdgs shall be stored off the ground and kept clean and dry.
c. Stored hay shall be kept clean and dry.
d. Fresh water, free of algae, shail be available to all animals at all times.

e. Hay provided to equine must be distributed to prevent contamination from manure, urine and
stagnant water.

{4) Animal housing requirements—Commercial stables.
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(Ord. No. 98-22
1, 6-23-15; @rel

Vo 2020 1 . § 927

(3)

a.  Any animal having a known or contagious disease or suspected of having a contagious disease,
shall be contained in an area away from other animals. This area shall be clearly and visibly
posted with signage stating: "CONTAINS QUARANTINED ANIMALS."

b.  The owner or manager of any commercial stable that has an animal with a known or suspected
contagious or infectious disease must seek immediate veterinary care for that animal and follow
veterinary instructions.

c.  Stalls which are used to house animals shall be large enough to allow the animal to stand in an
erect position, turn without touching the sides or move about without restriction.

2
A

d.  Alianimals must be securely confined and not permiti:e/t-,un at large.

d
e.  Allfences must be secure and safe to prevent injury,{i ta_///o/l)roken rails, exposed nails, etc.;
w'.//% A

barbed (where permitted) or any other kind of/ /@ e taut and sufficiently marked to be

visible to livestock).

\\\

Cleaning procedures—Commercial stables.

B

a.  Stalls and paddocks shall be cleaned gaiiy. e :
raw or hedding must be remo,\;{;é’f’dadaily and replaced with

Manure, urine soaked hay, shavings,% L

clean dry hay, shavings, straw or bedding
b.  Allstalls and paddock an?//}shall be free of saa“% Yy haza%{//(i.e., nails, wire, ré/{://ks wood, other

debris or loose fencing upol which animals may’become injured).
C. All water containers, bucket%?}- 0‘ug1;\’§*7d the like, 515,[,5/3)) e maintained in such a manner as to be

kept free of floating algae. /%7// ////////////’/// ’/Q///ﬁ/

\
i

\\\\\a

. Al EAAn f “ |t,/{j/:f_ | chedt f5r.and
d pa‘”g//f/j{?////gwh“.?//’?%f%d orbomrded.
- e. Al che’% pesticidé/{%//’z;eaning sos/,a//n/d disinfex{/é//ﬁ//fs shall be stored in accordance with
T, i N

manufactéress, instruct;rorf‘s, properly [abeled as to content and away from contact with animals.

o1 ] b

o o
523, 6-16-98; Grd 045@%4 2, 9—27—05;;;4’@rd. No. 2011-005, § 4, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, §
o s Tag ity b

.
.

o v
Sec. 4-2%imal care; mat;///;er of k//é//{fig}ing.

(a)

{b)

It shall be’niawful for any pers

(1)
{2)
(3}
(4)
(5}

(3]

i - - - R
i son keeping ap/animal to fail to provide for that animal:

2 % e
Clean, sanitary, safe and h;/a:n:‘rane conditions;

jaBiezia
Sufficient qu{/’g/@tles of p/r/,/{/%riate food daily;

Proper air ventllarlé/n///a/%//%culatlon,

Adeqguate quantities of visibly clean and fresh water available at all times; and

Medical attention and/or necessary veterinary care when an animal is sick, diseased or injured. Upon
request by the Division, written proof of veterinary care must be provided: ; and

Adequate protection from the cold and heat to prevent stress, discomfort, or harm.

It shall be unlawful for any person keeping an animal to fail to provide shelter for that animal.

(1}

Shelter for dogs, cats and small domestic animals must:
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{c)

(d}

a. Provide adequate protection from the cold and heat. When the outdoor temperature falls below
forty-five (4845) degrees Fahrenheit, all cats, small domestic animals and those dogs that cannot
tolerate such temperatures without stress or discomfort {i.e., short-haired breeds, sick, aged,
young or infirm), must be moved indoors or provided adequate heating to maintain temperature
above forty-five (4045) degrees Fahrenheit range. When the outdoor temperature rises above
eighty-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit all dogs, cats, and small domestic animals must be provided
air conditioning, a fan, or another cooling source to maintain the temperature in the shelter at or
below eight-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit;

b.  Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and the direct effect of wind and rain;

c. Provide a wind break and rain break;

d. Contain clean, dry, bedding material;

e.  Provide protection from the elements at all tlra////}f %%%/
f. Provide sufficient space for each animal tg tﬁ//?fortably stam%’i» sit down, lie down, and turn

D
around in the shelter. If the shelter i |s usé////more than one (I%mmal at the same time, it must

provide enough space for each anirmg /comfortably stand up, sﬂé/ wn, lie down and turn

around simultaneously; aad ///// //////
o
_ // .
/%4/41//7/ s00d repair // o

Provide a solid roof;

Be structurally sound, kept miistprotect animals from injury, contain the
T T,

animals securely, and re ncE// %?7 mmals from entering; iing;

Be free of any accumulation {//t/}as ///% //////%tenal {%f_@;,//?weeds and other discarded
materials; and /{/ e / .
8, e st

Be clean ,/0 remove ameenal and sanitary living environment.

{2) Shelier for eq/{{/’n//{/bowne // /é/// alnt%/él in outdoor areas must:
L

o

a. Provide pr otect fée direct rays ojjthe sun and the direct effect of wind and rain;
. o

\R\
&

[=

///////%///// . . /5///
478, Provide ;//s 1id roof oF ttee cover su’Fﬁ 1/9nt,ro provide dry shelter at all times for the entire group
//%/; of animals; //f/// //4/////// D
/// Pro\”de protect é‘jé////f}f //é}ements at all times; and
// y
p%%/.de space for ez T}anlmal to/omfortably stand up, sit down, lie down and turn around in the

he1;5 /lf the shelter/|//used for more than one {1} animal at the same time, it must provide
enougg/f‘space for e/a,e: 'mmal to comfortably stand up, sit down, lie down and turn around

G, //

SImuItane sly
It shall be unlawful for any pérson maintaining equine or ovine to fail to keep the animal’s hooves trimmed

,,//
. e
so as to prevent lameness dlscomfort or and-extreme-overgrowth-causing deformities.

No person shall tether an animal to a stationary or inanimate object as a means of confinement or restraint
unless such person is with the animal and the animal is at all times visible to such person. Notwithstanding
the foregoing, tethering an animal to a vehicle or trailer is prohibited. Choke or prong type collars shall not
be used on an animal while such animal is tethered. As used in this chapter, tether means to restrain an
animal by tying the animal to any object or structure, including without limitation a house, tree, fence, post,
garage, or shed, by any means, including without limitation a chain, rope, cord, leash, ar running line.
Tethering shall not include using a leash or lead to walk an animal. Notwithstanding the foregoing, an animal
may be tethered while actively participating in or attending an organized show, field trial, agility event,
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(e)

()
(8)

{h)
(i)

0)

(k}

(1)

herding contest or other similar exposition or event, of a limited duration, that involves the judging or
evaluation of animals.

Any dog maintained outdeors for all or part of the day in a fenced yard or other type of enclosure shall be
provided a minimum of eighty (80) square feet of open space. An additional forty (40) square feet shall be
required for each additional dog kept in the same enclosed area. Each dog shall be provided sufficient shelter
within the enclosed area. Any enclosed area where a dog is confined shall be kept free of objects that may
injure the dog and shall be cleaned regularly to remove feces. Dogs shall not be maintained outdoors during
periods of extreme weather including but not limited to hurricanes, tropical storms, and tornados.

Animals must be given appropriate daily exercise.

No humane slaughter of animals as defined in Florida Statut 28//22 and/or 828.23 shall be done within
earshot or view of the public.

.
it shall be unlawful for any person to tease or molest any //ﬁ N
- @
1t shall be unlawful for any person to: /// ///////
_

(1) Leave an animal in any unattended motor vehlf'
//

(2) Transport an animal in any motor vehicle WI %dequate ventilation or I L(nsanltary conditions; or

% <
(3) Subject or cause an animal to be subjected to ext: e /{/’ures that adve@aﬁect the animal's

health or safety. %/// . ///’t//y/// ///7?%

It shall be unlawful to transport any a ehicle unless the animal is safely and
. U

humanely restrained {at a minimum by a///}j/} //{//Lh double tet /{f for dogs) so that the animal is unable

to jump or fall out of the vehicle and, lftheémmal lsqr/’ﬁde of a crat g/che crate must be secured to prevent

movement. When animaiszi ansported n/ ickup ’/E/f/’”//’ With a mefé/ ed, the animals shall be provided
movement o e b & p

r 1 //
protection from tf?//P// ed o ////// ///%// a/d//way//{//{/g// y or street intersection for any

Animals shall not b

W
U ’f////x/
purpose other than cr@;}m same /

%00 /////;t pping do ,///e_c.tlc animals except for the purpose of TNVR or to
’//[;///%t//p e, Pj /h/}/ ///s/ & Sfpe turn/{owner Any animal trapped by a commercial

tra !’///!’ér%h Il be t////é///é///}é/ handll//////% nd transpoﬁ/é/ﬁ//ﬁ,a hﬁmane manner. When trapping such animal a

O A merual trapper shé//lfmm ly vﬁ(ﬁ/Sectlon 4- 24(////«/1) {5) and (7)-(9). A commercial trapper shall not kill

any d/mestlc animal that Ha/she trap{///////////

0, K
Any perso ping a domest ‘rg/ammal sha////Z’dhere to the following requirements:
{1) Useah /; t ; ///;//%

irect rays of the sun and direct effect of wind, rain and

%\\

(2)  Provide protegy’}}‘n from /,d
irrigation/sprinkig //%/}y/%///
////

(3) Provide fresh water’in #!

(4) Alltrapped dogs and cats, other than community cats addressed in subsection (5) below, shall be
immediately returned to their rightful owner or to a governmentally operated animal shelter or
humane society in the County. Notwithstanding the foregoing, lactating/nursing cats for which no
owner can be located shall be immediately released at the location where the cat was trapped. For any
dog or cat brought to an animal shelter or humane society, the person who trapped the dog or cat shall
provide the address or exact location where the dog or cat was trapped; and
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(3)

(6)

{7)

(8)

{9)

All community cats that are trapped shall be immediately released at the location where the cat was
trapped unless trapped for the purpose of revaccination, medical care or to address a public health or
safety concern as determined by the Division;

No trapped animal shall be killed in any manner other than a method approved in the American
Veterinary Medical Association Guidelines on Euthanasia, as may be amended from time to time;

Trapping shall occur no earlier than two (2) hours before sunset and no later than two (2) hours after
sunrise, and trapped animals shall be removed from any trap within that period, except when trapped
by the Division for TNVR or emergency purposes;

Each trap shall include the name, address and telephone numbéfof the person setting the trap on the
.

trap in letters of no less than one-quarter (%} inch in heighj//%

Any animal trapped shall be trapped handled and transported in @ humane manner.

4 7

n)To the extent not inconsistent with this chapter the follpwings ortion-s%’- the Florida Statutes, in their
fea}{n) P g portions Shth

current form and as subsequently amended, are hereby/adoﬁted and ineoforated by reference except as to

penalty, shall be part of this section as if they wereé

(1)
{2)
(3)
(4}
(5)
{6}
{7)
{8)
(9

(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)

(17}

}
(10) //5//'/;,,; ,,%?}//;/},/////// ,,//////// ;
(14 %cﬁon 8281408 stotly,

et’out in full and shall b2 punishable as civil infractions:

/
Section 828.058, Florida Statutes; _
ection orida Statutes //////%///// /%

Section 828.065, Florida Statutes;
Section 828.08, Florida Statuteys%

_ . /’//
Section 828.12, Florida Statutes //
Section 828.121, Florida Statutes;
Section 828.12

|

Section 828.12 130

p
sk tatites;
Section 828.1/{//8/%/’2{?Horida Sta{%f/‘f@s;
Sect/l/o/} 8/28.125, 5//}/}/} St/}//t////t/j///

- r N

section 828.16, Flor‘l/{;/_’;%&catute{//%//;/,
Sect|:28.161, FIorlda@§/./faetutes; ///
Sectior{/‘///g)%%n Florida Sté///’éey
Section 828.2%%1/0 Hites;

v &

.
A

rida
Section 828.24, F éfﬁf Utes; and

Section 828.252, Florida Statutes.
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{Ord.

No. 98-22, § 24, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 03-029, § 1, 8-19-03; Ord. Neo. 2011-005, § 5, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, §

1, 6-23-15)

Editor's note(s)—Section 17 of Ord. No. 2011-005 specifies that § 4-24{d} and (e} shall become effective on July 1,

2011.

Sec. 4-25. Dogs and cats offered for sale; health requirements.

{a)

(b}

(c)

{d)

{Ord.

It shall be unlawful for any person to offer for sale or sell any dog, cat, puppy or kitten without first obtaining
an official certificate of veterinary inspection pursuant to Florida Statutes, § 828.29, as amended. Dogs, cats,
puppies or kittens offered for sale must be at least eight {8} weeksf’f“-ee of internal and external
parasites, and have proper inoculations as described below.

The official certificate of veterinary inspection shall docurr}eynatzx;hé; ollowing incculations, tests and
treatments have been administered: /////// //////ff//////g//
, , .
(1} Dogs/puppies. / /’%///’//,,
0
a.  Inoculated against: canine distemper, Ieptospirosis, parainfluenza,’héepatitis/canine adenovirus
type 2, canine parvovirus, and beféa{celrla?ordeatella. A rabies inoculatig;//[nust be provided for
any dog three (3) months of age or older.///////// /r‘/ ////
b. Diagnostic tests to detec%ﬁ//%llowmg 1nternatég/;//?}//‘kes: hockworms, roundworms,
whipworms, tapeworms, eoeciig)f?ﬁ”/ nd gi

didzand giardia. Heartworm detection must occur for dogs six (6}
D, i, Ty, . .
months of age or older. App{{/ﬁ’pn%ﬁeatment for aIlZ/é//’emtlve findings must be documented.

{2) Cats/kittens. ///?%// ///%///////// I/////////f///
s . S .
a. InocuIa'%%fg%@}gleukopenia%line virgl ,f.?;gjjez/}t’////};cheitis,{éﬁlici virus and rabies (provided
the a%&ver three‘é’}” age ///////7//

catfs oy
b.  Diagnos rf;,;;/t/,%;/stst
and coccidia Aj

month
,/%/n//%on S0 g%/)/
d eg/t

the followingg/}\: -ernal parasites: hookworms, roundworms, tapeworms

, . 27 i) L .-
bbproprigte treatment fo aﬁ?posntlve findings must be documented. Each cat must
ORIoPTE U, i e

ik ’Zzo being offéted for sale, and the results given to the potential

befeline leukemidtested pricrto bei

' . 3 -
Theyéterinarian shall%%@the o] é/jg?l‘»certificate oé’%%érinary inspection upon the actual examination and
adm[_r,:n/aét-—ratmn of the inocilations and/oltreatments. The sale of all dogs and cats must take place no more
than thwgyf(BO) days after the official certificate of veterinary inspection has been issued. If a dog or cat is not
sold withinzthirty (30) days of the/issuance aff;f"fhe official certificate of veterinary inspection, then a new
examination‘angjnspection certificate must be obtained.

The Division, aw—ej}/%’eeé municipal animal control agencies and registered-nenprefit humane
societies/rescues sha@?e e 5

/%% rom the provisions of this section.
No. 98-22, § 25, 6—16-98)/////

Sec. 4-26. Animal agencies.

(a)

Stray Hold Partners shall enter into an agreement with the County agreeing to abide by all requirements of
this Chapter. All huraresecieties Stray Hold Partners shall:

(1} Hold stray animals 3
subliclalewing owners-accessforidentiffing andredaiminesaidanimals in accordance with section 4-
12, Redemption and adoption. Animals not redeemed in accordance with section 4-12 shall become
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the property of the Stray Hold Partner holding the animal. In the event there is a dispute with a

ossible owner during the stray holding period, the animal shall be turned over to Animal Care and
Control. For private nonprofit animal organizations and animal rescue organizations, if an owner comes
forward during the stray hold period, they may choose to bring the animal back to the Division for
redemption or redeem directly back to the owner.

{2) Fora period of two (2) years from the date of impoundment of each animal, keep records of the

impoundment and disposition of each animal received and record dates, names and addresses of
persons from whom each animal was obtained and to whom each animal is released. All such records
must be made available to the Division for inspection and copying upon request. By-thefifteenth-dayof

(3) Provide dogs and cats released to owners with a rabiesj tion and instructions on acguiring a

County rabies/license tag. /////%

{4) Provide dogs and cats released to new adoptersinih //jﬁ/////
.
a. A rabies inoculation and instructionsing a County rabi{/%ﬁ;/;g/;
b.  An electronic animal identification de@mm ertattoo. @
L Y 4 , )

{(5) Reasonably assure that adopted/ogs are not to be u{/ ,/é_it dogs, or used

.,,//}/////GS/ 3]}

mercial guard dogs

. .
(6} Assure that animals kept Iongerth{{/%we//n/%{;—j}ur (24) houri/géj//fg/}maintained in animal enclosures that
are consistent with subsection 4-23(’@% //////////// ,///,///////
. o, o
il he id{/ﬁ/’t icati n//f//’/f%’ nimals {%j*zd with tattoos, tags or electronic

7 Contact appropgate agenties for t
7) PPropgis]

tie ntificationobanyanim
animal identiﬁ{//é/:i/%(’{//ﬁ%({/i/{/éf@EAlD). ///////% /%%

F
{8) Comply with sectign , Animal care; manner ping.

-_ -=‘-.---- =12 eAsegto-practeet-Ehe ateo SELea
Provshall be made fhe sterili é/{/ion of all dogs and cats sold or released for adoption by either:

oviding sterlllzatloniﬁy a licensed veterinarian before relinquishing custody or the animal; or

b. Entering4ito.a written/agreement with the adopter guaranteeing that sterilization will be
iy, Tl - 3 - - ,
peﬁormed//\a/{sihlf%. 7davs ar prior to sexual maturity. The humane society, private nonprofit
animal organizatien, or animal rescue arganization shall require sufficient deposit from the
adopter, which deposit shall be refundable upon presentation of written evidence by the
veterinarian performing the sterilization that the animal has been sterilized. Upon the request of
a licensed veterinarian, and for valid reason, the time limit within which the animal must be

sterilized may be extended.

(b} Non-Stray Hold Partners must follow the same requirements as the general public, section 4-8
Keeping/Adopting Stray Animals.
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{c)  All humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations, and animal rescue organizations that accept
animals from any member of the public will be required to have such person sign a written statement
detailing the reclaim, adoption and euthanasia policies.

(d} _All humane societies, privaie nonprofit animal organizations, and animal rescue organizations must be
transparent with potential adopters and/or with other organizations that are considering_accepting the
transfer of an animal into their own program. All known dangerous propensities, such as any bite history, any
history of animal attacks and/or any history of aggressive incidents, as well as any known medical conditions,
must be disclosed io prospective adopters, fosters and/or to the next organization taking possession of the
animal.
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(de)

(ef)

{Ord.

Sec. 4-27. Aggressive dogs; and danger¢ us doés

(a)

All humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations and animal rescue organizations that house or
shelter animals within a facility open to the public are subject to anndal inspection by the Division.

No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization or animal rescue organization shall provide
compensation directly or indirectly to any breeder, pet dealer, pet auction, or other source in exchange for a
cat or dog.

No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue organization shall make animals
available for adoption or resale in Palm Beach County if that animal was purchased from a pet auction or
commercial breeder within the prior six {6) months.

No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal#&scue organization shall market an
- N - - p

animal as having been “Rescued” or “Saved” if that animal was Dumﬁnés/-é’d from a breeder, per dealer, pet

auction, or other source.

No humane society, private nonprofit animal organlzatlonA a%s;:ue organization shall import or
accept any animal originating from any location outmde@he/?/féte of Flé nda without obtaining a valid Official
Certificate of Veterinary Inspection for that anlmal S’f///'ﬁ///cument must/{ér"tl the animal is free of
contagious disease and be signed by a state Ilcer/b}se etennarlan from the s ét'é/,of origin within 7 days prior

to the date of importation. Such records must be// ntamed for a minimum of’ﬁ/ﬁears and must be made

. . g7 K

lable to the D t. “ '
avallable to e LIVISION upon regues ///// /// %////’/%
No. 98-22, § 26, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 08-004, pt.

//// f////}//%/ ‘045, § 1, 9-27- }QZ’////

N ///%/@
K ¥ /// ’///%/
o

Classification of dags gr ssrve and d / //%,,

f""

\\\\

o
\\\

&2,

&\x

(1) The Division sha ate rted in may be aggressive or dangerous
f////, K ff//// %”E
and shall, if ﬁ/// /E/{{’ he ow // d //”//// / |dawt from any person, animal
k.
control ofﬁcer 0/;nforcement/ fficer rmg//é have a dog clasmf'ed as aggressive or dangerous.
/ R Y
In the event that fficient cause to believe that a dog is aggressive or

y/ icer ha 4.}(/9?
daflarsiey ////}’W///c%////@ ” nw 1“// .to humanely, safely and securely confine the dog,

o N £
////’5/ /Z////}}/,//n}}o d//h///éo %e/ Ve%%’gatlon and any appeal if deemed necessary to

//‘// 4,
rotect the public ] ;,Notwnhs/{/ar’ldmﬁ the foreéo{r{é. a dog that is the subject of a dangerous dog

/II'WE!StIE.atIOH and tf{///@as kill %a%uman being or has bitten a human being and left a bite mark that
G .
b Gies5or higher on tﬁg’ﬂlu bar Eﬁé/scale must be immediately confiscated by the Division; placed in
qu af/{antme if necessarv{fe/fr,the prop F)ength of time: impounded; and held. The dog must be held
/

7

pendlné{éexoutcome of tﬁeaznvestlgatlon and any hearings or appeals related to the dangerous dog
7 A

classifi catlon/or any penalt/./

,,mposed under this chapter. If the dog is to be destroyed, the dog may not

be destroved/ While an aggrls pending.

{3) The owner shall be///ﬂ}a/g/p,/a s”ble for payment of all boarding costs and other fees required for the
Division to care for /,g_rlyg dog impounded at the shelter pending the cutcome of the investigation

and resolution of any hearing or appeal.

{4) An owner's refusal to surrender a dog for impoundment pending the investigation shall constitute a
violation of this chapter.

(5) At the discretion of the Division, a dog that is the subject of a an aggressive or dangerous dog
investigation, other than those dogs that are required to be confiscated by the Division in accordance
with section 4-27({a)(2), may be confined at a licensed facility approved by the Division or at the
residence of the owner if the Division is given adequate assurance by the owner that the dog can be
humanely, safely, and securely confined without posing a danger to the public. If the dog remains with
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the owner pending the outcome of a dangerous dog investigation and resolution of any appeal, the
dog shall be at all times maintained in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from
escaping or coming into contact with any person or domestic animal other than a person or domestic
animal in the immediate household of the owner. If the dog remains with the owner pending the
outcome of an aggressive dog investigation and resolution of any appeal, the dog shall be at all times
maintained in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming into
contact with any domestic animal other than a domestic animal in the immediate household of the
owner. Pending resolution of an aggressive or dangerous dog appeal, the dog shall at all times wear a
muzzle when it is off the owner’s property and must be restrained by a substantial leash not exceeding
six {6} feet in length and under the control of a competent person.

y

(8] No dog that is the subject of an aggressive or dangerous d/g//gg//yj,//}/estigation may be relocated or

ownership transferred pending the outcome of an invesggation or any appeal related to the

et pending . il :
determination of an aggressive or dangerous dog cla/}}%lo,@%/lihe owner shall provide the Division
with the address of where the dog will be maintainedé@/nding aﬁ{ﬁ estigation and any related

hearings.

217} A dog shall not be declared dangerous if t}}/em redt, injury or damage u%”%@ustained by a person who,

t the time, lawfully on the propertyprawhile lawfully on the properky,was tormenting,
at the time, was unlawfully prop 4;//%\1 Y prop % g

b L saulting the dog or its owner or 2 family membeg, No dog may be declared aggressive or
abusing, or assaulting g %@%’V ///{’///” g may o £8

dangerous if the dog was protecting or defendmg{/:r manheing within the immegiate vicinity of the
dog from an unjustified attack ault. E/@///}/%// //%/////
o

(8} It adogis classified as a dangero it

tre.to an incident{t’ﬁat causes severe injury to a human being,
N T, . . LA, . .

based upon the nature and circumerancesiotihe injury and thedikelihood of a future threat to the
public safety, health, and welfare, tﬁ/:/gf%deog ma‘{?%‘estroved |rf?f/a/./mexpedltlous and humane manner.

. 7
2491 Adogthatis m%v]m Beach Cé/?//ﬁiyand theen' /’//// / i i

Eguivalent] cIassﬁé%réfas dam//é/’;{/(buszm anotheré/[%msdlctlon shall be subject to all of the dangerous dog

= : . AT T, - -
rediitei Zats set forth Karath AV thin Aéven (7) davs after a dog is moved into Palm Beach County, the
T s 7 . <. —
/J%W%agm a certiticate of rems%%mﬁor the dog from the Division.
K K S
"/////fter its invest;//g//a-/{% e i

1 ,W//g%the DN’E/;//E/g/n shall make™n initial determination as to whether there is sufficient
7 . s, i, . . .

“ilse to classify the dogzas aggressive or dangerous, and as to the appropriate penalty, if classified as
i, v S 55T £

g &

Dangérous. The Divisiotishiall provide gritten notification of sufficient cause finding {and proposed
angerous. The msuon,f///%_ prowvi ///////r gl prop

engfl/{/y/{//fzfar a dangerous dog), to the owner, by registered mail, certified hand delivery [signed receipt)
i, 22 L . .
or service iconformance With the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process. The owner

shall be aiEF/an oppcaé;;;é;;ﬁity for a hearing before a Special Master prior to a final determination of
. . % 5 _’:/ . . . - I fil .

the cIasmﬁcatt@%{%?efr decides to appeal the initial determination, the owner shall file a written

4

request with the @W r a hearing before the Special Master within seven (7} calendar days from
the date of receipt ofihe notification of the sufficient cause finding and if requested, the hearing shall
be held as soon as possible, no sooner than five {5) calendar days and not more than twenty-one (21)
calendar days after receipt of the request from the owner. Said written request must be accompanied
by an appeal bond and any applicable fees for the care and boarding of said dog {due through the fifth
day following the date of the request for hearing). The appeal bond and any other applicable fees shall
be established by the Board by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the Division in the
form of a money order, a certifiad check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the County. The
Division shall provide notice of the hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail, faesimilte;

certified mail or certified hand delivery. Hthe-ewnerafterseven{Z}calendar daysfromthe deliveryof

H a = = =

Created: 20826-@2-24 11:37:45 [EST]

{Supp. No. 124, Update 2)

Page 58 of 77




thedetermination-ofthe Division-shal-becomefinalk If a hearing is not timely requested regarding the
aggressive or dangerous dog classification or proposed penalty, the determination of the Division as to
such matter is final.

{5}{11)Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the Special Master may, at the Special Master's
discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with prejudice. In such instances, the proeess-will
i esshve determination of the Division as to

such matter is final.

{8}12)Upon an aggressive or dangerous dog classification becoming final after a hearing or by operation of

law pursuant to subsection 4-27(a}, the Division shall provide written notification to the owner by
registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or szi%%%%ln conformance with the provisions
of chapter 48 relating tg service of process. The owner m@y/-ppe/él the dangerous dog classification,_or

g
Ve

penalty, or both, to the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth %%-ncuit Court in and for Palm Beach

County, Florida. The owner may appeal the aggressive deg class

Ju Z
/’//////////s{/
centiorari in the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court inZ :/_&Wflé//r Palm %@%ﬁb;(;ountv within thif-20}-days

ification by filing a petition for writ of

v E-O- S er e in

e e D, W

//,/4/,%/,//
1 Hunting dogs aé%?fexempt fro%%his section wh

. K - g B . . ]
engaged in tralnln-//gr exhubltﬁ/g? in legal sports»f’s’”uch as obedience trials, conformation shows, field

- - R« AT .. 1< T, - n -
trialszhuntin i ?,Im'afé//@méﬁt\ezﬁdm trials Ate exempt from this section when engaged in any
T T, . T ey T . .

18540 506 les. How B Bch dosat Alother fiies in all other respects are subiect to this chapter.

7 R T, & A 5
/D_&zs that hava baen classiied:as dangerou§ﬁ&:@not be used for hunting purposes.

B

[N

,,,////// %;////ﬂ///,,, K4

Agg/{/g{g}/fﬁve dog mandates//{%%}}respof@}}}ies. Within fourteen {14) days after a dog has been classified as

aggress@%}}/}?r an aggressive dgﬁ"-/a/classifica;gi;é‘%/is upheld on appeal, the aggressive dog shall be implanted with
%, R . R, . . e ] 1

an approe ecironic amma?é;ré’f//nt]ﬂcatlomfé'ewce (EAID) at the owner's sole expense and the aggressive

dog shall be'spayed/neutered ugﬁ/é’ss a licensed veterinarian has examined the dog and certified in writing,

that at h timespaying/neuterng the classified do Il endanger its health because of infirmity, disability,
at at such timesp g/ ///7{/% g will endanger i irmity, di ty

illness or other medicil.consideration. However, the dog will be spayed/neutered as soon as its health
K consiosie: g payed/

permits. If there is a disgg men concerning the health status for sterilizing an aggressive dog, the Division

may have the animal caré and control staff/contract veterinarian examine the dog to determine its eligibili
for\;terilization he-di / . 8 g_ ty

{1) Responsibifities for owner. An aggressive dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it is off the owner's
property and must be restrained by a substantial chain or leash not exceeding six (6) feet in length and
under the control of a competent person. The muzzle must be made in a manner that will not cause
injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration but must prevent it from biting any person or
domestic animal. Dogs that have been classified as aggressive shall not be brought to a dog park, public
park or public beach that allows dogs.
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(c) The Director or designee may, in his or her discretion, enter into a written consent agreement with the

owner of a dog sought to be classified as aggressive providing for a one-year probationary period prior to

an aggressive dog classification becoming final. The consent agreement shall provide written assurance of

voluntary compliance with all applicable provisions of this chapter. The consent agreement may in addition

provide for remedial or corrective action, including but not limited to, evidence of successful completion of a

course of dog training. Except as expressly provided for in the consent agreement, the consent agreement

shall not be deemed to impose any limitation on the County’s ability to_enforce any provisions of this

////// 7
Chapter. Violation of the consent agreement shall be a violation of%@%’{/%éhapter, may lead to termination of

y 4

the consent agreement, and may result in an aggressive or, ifawarkanted, dangerous dog classification.

{eMd) Dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities. ////////////%//%

(1)

(2}

///f/// at least three/:%if?é'fn

&

Mandates for owner. Except for any dog that isfequired to be destroyed pursuant to section 4-
il & .
27{a}{8), Wwithin feurteen{14} seven {7} daﬁ/./-;sié//s %ra dog has been cla/s//f%ied as dangerous or a
o

Y 7
dangerous dog classification is upheld on a/p//,;/éé, [aln owner of a dangero//'é;fdog shall eemply obtain a

- . . i, KA

certificate of registration for the dog from thf\ﬂ-smn and repew the certlflé/{/ézannuallv. The fee shall
- - K7 > 7 3 R 7 N

be established by the Board by Resolution. The Certificate of feistration may o/ﬁ/‘%’he issued to the

owner upon sufficient evidenceBfeompliance witf%%?ﬁé%llowing: W///%//
s "%
a i Pvisi i //////%{/{//ej/%/fﬁtate of rabies/{/{//c//% ation
b _. ‘*/ BT -.._
" thedog! e et A e L Do A
properendé/-s//ﬁf//{’é/ffé%eonf|nethedf/a/%gerous d:o//%/ﬁ@the ost{,//fthe remises with a clearl

- Y R T, . T T L o
visible Wafn"éé SIgn‘{a,tf/fé‘.l-l entry pomfsﬁ;whl.elﬁélﬁ orme both.children and adults of the presence of

a dangérous dog on the Broperty. ///////I/// g

c. Thedog sha],,lg}}//e///jmp!y/ated' with an apprg///}e%d electronic animal identification device (EAID} at the
awner's sole ex%}gs%////// //

, L . .

;///'/{///{//{//ﬁ// fa d;a{/{; ous dog S//{//H/K//ﬁ?’vide/{//_/g/{/é Diviston with two {2) color photographs of the

| piovid
ql};/g/;//}iew) that cl'g{/{g/iﬁdentiﬁes the classified dog. Each photograph shall be
> ////’/}/}/ches -b\%f/h///[ee (3) inches.
U
e.//////////%/fA dangerous dogﬁ//m//{/fffst be spz{{/g/g}//j/neutered unless a licensed veterinarian has examined the dog
Z

/e%o
dog, (fron”t;,/g;é.w and Zal,
K 7

%ertiﬁed in wr?c//;";{i////, that at sich time spaying/neutering the classified dog would endanger its
hea‘%gcause of in?;};}}/ﬁity, disability, illness or other medical consideration. However, the dog
M%& spayed////}a}ﬁtered as soon as its health permits. If there is a disagreement concerning
the healtfb/{/}atus folfyfs/térilizing a dangerous dog, the Division may have the animal care and

//4} ]
L
control staﬁf{

%//ot ¢t veterinarian examine the dog to determine its eligibility for sterilization.
the dog , gloility for ste

=™

Liability insurance coverage in an amount of at least $100,000 to cover damages resulting from
an attack by the dangerous dog causing bodily injury to a person and provide proof of the
required liability insurance coverage to the Division.

Responsibilities for owner.

a.  The owner shall immediately notify the Division when a dangerous dog:
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1 Is loose, unconfined or lost/stolen;

2 Has bitten a human being or attacked another domestic animal;
3. Is sold, given away, or dies; or

4 Is moved to another address.

b. Prior to a dangerous dog being sold or given away, the owner shall provide the name, address
and phone number of the new owner to the Division. The new owner shall execute a document
to be supplied by the Division, acknowledging that the owner is aware of the dangerous dog
classification, and that the owner shall must comply with/t}e requirements of this section. The

7
new owner must comply \.Nit.h a.ll t?f thel reguirements/o/-;/‘/}/f{/a///l%}’?chaplter. If t.he anima! is moved .OUt
of the County to another jurisdiction within the Stag /,ﬁt»hefowner is required to abide by Florida
Statutes Ch. 767. The animal control authority e}/}%j%ocatmn must be notified by the owner
of a dog classified as dangerous, that the dog isg-/ly-tsjurf’etion.

C. While on the owner's property, a dange}%}/{é/{?g must be se{//ﬁf}//}/ly confined indoors or securely
confined outdoors in an enclosed an%%/é}}ructure, suitable{/t/j/revent the entry of any
person other than adult members off;g///h///é//f{%mediate household an//@{{(;ﬁnstructed to prevent the
dog from escaping. The structure mus%’%}/}minimum ojeighty {80} q;vlg//%e feet. Such structure

. ,% ;k&t 'z@' N
shall have secure sides and a secure top ang//l}//oftom}/%/;/}%/%vent the dogT‘rg/)/}//,///Z’scapmg over,
under or through the structure. The enclosu -efsyall/,;; ide a humane existepce for the dog and
protection from the elem/,e//%//;/g/// /

d. When being transported, a //é)’//n en@,}}//s//;dog must wea%a%///ﬂznuzzle and be safely and securely
restrained within a vehicle. /////2/}/ %//////// ////f///

e. The owner}/*n'a”lliprominently dis /ﬁy asign toﬁbeﬁg ed bv%;%e Division at the owner's expense,

g rovid

on his/her nremises atall entry pé///fr//fts rping children, nd a@/{//fts that there is a dangerous dog
on thelperty. Theﬁg//%‘for this mgn;,}/;////b)a{l/ e establis e_the Board by resolution.
- . 4

f. Adan eroé;?do shall atall times wearsa muzzle when it is not securely confined indoors or
securely confined, outdeorsinan enclosedzand focked structure on the owner's property. A
d:a;ﬁg,éwous do ;,ay,e/e: Fthe gy n;r s premiises or out of its enclosure if it is muzzled and
restra-u,-;,,/g///g/;}/} a subs%lal chain M,Wotaeﬂceedmg six (6) feet in length and under the
e A ///// - - P
f/”//’ eten't////’ec on. Th [smust be made in a manner that will not cause injury

control o a’é’/c/?/////f///, F}//////// . .e muzs o . o
to the dog o 4|4r;1//:///§//)ere WH Z////tc/-/swsmn or respiration but must prevent it from biting any person or
//domestic anima’lég%cwithst’ggjﬁ;/mg the foregoing, the owner may exercise the dog in a securely
%ﬁ"'mced or enclosed/:;a{/f'.‘ea that dé//@not have a top, with a muzzle but without a leash, if the dog
remdins within his op her sight and only members of the immediate household or persons

ohiakn (18 . Id llowed in the fenced yard | hile the dog i
eig ”%2/9( )yearsgeoro er are allowed in the fenced yard or enclosure while the dog is

presen’t/////////f//y///// ;

. 4
g. A dangerou-sﬁ’égfs;eaﬂ not be used as a guard dog as defined in this chapter.

h.  Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be used for hunting purposes.

i. Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be brought to a dog park or public park or
public beach that allows dogs.

j- When any person or domestic animal other than the owner or a person or domestic animal in the
immediate household of the owner visits the premises where the dangerous dog is maintained,
the owner shall secure the dangerous dog in an enclosed and locked structure to prevent such
person or domestic animal from coming into contact with the dangerous dog.
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k.  Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be brought to any nonresidential
establishment other than a veterinary office or other facility where the dangerous dog is being
treated, trained or boarded.

l. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a dangerous dog may be cared for at a boarding facility or by a
pet sitter if the boarding facility or pet sitter acknowledges in writing that the dog is a dangerous
dog and agrees to comply with this chapter.

The Division shall have the authority to make inspections to ensure that the provisions cited herein are
complied with.

An owner of a dangerous dog shall have the option to have san/d//g/og humanely euthanized at his/her
sole expense by the Division or licensed veterinarian if the gi#neris unable to comply with the
requirements cited herein. /

.

(3) Violations.

0

a.  The Division is responsible for |nvest|gat|r§/lleged wo]atlons@Ihls section after a dog is

classified as aggressive or dangerous Aclté//{ié/n may be issued Mhe owner of any aggressive or

dangerous dog alleged to be in wolan// of this section. The mves‘nﬁ?ﬂgg officer may issue such

citation upon the receipt of one (1) swerﬁ”’ ffidavit of complalnt Thls afﬁ/dawt shall specify the

"
address or location of the alleged violatior /}e nature}( e and date(s)//{//gﬁhe act, the name and

address of the owner, if known, and a de r{at,l/’ j g In the event that//a third or

//
subsequent citation is |ss{/// /h ’//7 n ofth s section, the own/er shall be
required to appear in court //%//’/ //

b.  Ananimal care and control ofﬁ///e/; m@i//// da dang ,,//eys dog if the owner fails to comply
with the dangerous dog mandates po,nsnhllltles ute / erein. A dangerous dog impounded
under ///’///C/}///Z/jr/r;/ra e redee///é// /%///B /wner s compliance with the
danger, / ///og ma é/g///s and rESpGR/S]/Lb/U/////a nd p"a\ffﬁi//n}ofany boarding fees, impound fees,
or ther,,{ plicable feeé;/ést blished b/ e// rd by esolutlon If the owner does not comply

o
Wlth the da///’ erous do%andat s and//efponmbthties and redeem the dangerous dog within

)///// pounded the dog shall become the property of the

gi’arous doa o fIEd dog that causes death; confiscation; destruction.

dog-If a dog that has previously been declared dangercus attacks
4‘ %//é//f’l h he d dog shall b diatel
,////// og,estlcam //{///wm out provocation, the dangerous dog shall be immediately
nfis ca'ted by the Dlwsrop’?fa laced ifi qﬁarantlne if necessary, for the proper length of time or

’”////
|mpound{ed and held ten {4 ) business days after the owner is given written notification by certified

e
mail, certlﬂ/d/hand dehve (E;lgned receipt), or service in conformance with the provisions of chapter
fp%cess and thereafter destroved in an expedltlous and hurmane manner. Fhe

\\\

8 relatlngt s nm: o]
. /////,_/

(2) Arteckbyunclassified dogthatcausesdeothof a-human: If a dog that has aet previously been declared
dangerous attacks and causes the severe injury to or death of any human, the dog may-bedestroyedin

anexpeditiousond-humane manner—Thedog shall be immediately confiscated by the Division, placed
in guarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time or held for ten (10) business days after the
owner is given written notification by registered mail, eertified-mail; certified hand delivery (signed
receipt) or service in conformance with the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process and
thereaf‘ter destroved inan expeditlous and humane manner. Ihe—Dwen—&haN—make—an—mmal
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(3}

naa- If a dog that has not been declared
dangerous attacks and causes severe—mjer—y—te the death of a human based—upen—t—he—natere—aﬁé

|mmed|ately cont"scated by the D|V|5|on placed in quarantlne if necessary, f:)r the proper length of
time; impounded; er and held for ten {10) business days after the owner is given written notification by
eertified registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt} or service in conformance with the

provisions of chapter 48 relatlng 10 service of process and thereafter destroved in an expedmous and
humane manner.

assifu bl cious.
(4) A dogshall not be declaredvicious subject to c[assﬁ“catlon hreat injury or damage was
sustained by a person who, at the time, was unlawfully // /operty or, while lawfully on the
/// ,//

property, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the 165@ or a family member. No dog may
7 ’%’ %,

be deelared-vicious subject to classification |fthe/d ! ///{t’/’/ or defending a human being

within the immediate vicinity of the dog from an//-. '-ustlt“ed attackio /essa ult.

(5)  Vicious dog-eClassification process. //// ///%

a.  The Division shall investigate any inci

\\e\

. o
e_n volvmg anygog that may‘e/;?v-lereuﬁ subject the dog

to classification under section 4-27(e} an f?;%/’ //}E’é interview the’ /////L/er and require a
sworn affidavit from any/r;////e/ on, anlmal con //or enforcement o esrrlng to have a
dog classified as-vicious. Z///g/y imp o q /;/d held by the Dnnsron pendlng the
outcome of the investigatich //

% %g% 4//

%/ // G, /////f///

ard

x_,

b. The owner shall be respon5|b e//,;f/o/ ”//////0 N //costs and other fees required for the
sion to care for i ein gation and resolution of any

T V.

\

ind

g the investigation shall

f// / //
constltute;a/«nolatlon o%hts h /6// Og that is the subject of aviciousdoginvestigation an
Ui, I
anEStIEatIOFt)JndeI' secttori 4- 27{e) y & ocated or ownership transferred.
- U
b—d///=-%ﬁ ts inves //%”” // 1 {/(?an initial determination as to whether there is
7 i //////// ///é/// : ”////4// ”//// 3
suifici ,(// / hie as¥iciaus. The Division shall provide written
/ ////// //////’g ’/////04
. notlflcatlon,;%f/// uffic ,//}/ause finding, G the owner, by registered mail, certified hand delivery
////////4/ {signed rerpe:ce[//r/i,/,/gnformance with the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of
//))rocess : / £ £

i /’/The owner ma reguest a hearln under subsectlon 4-27{a) during the 10
4////

- -
bus| messdavs after suéh notification. The hearing shall be held no sooner than five (5) calendar
days arﬁ;//;/% r //5;\/;?// twenty-one {21} calendar days after receipt of the request from the

owner. ,,////////%?/a nd and any applicable fees for the care and boarding of said dog (due
through the ng// ay followmg the date of the request for hearing} must accompany the owner's
written request. ’rhe appeal bond and fees shall be established by the Board by resolution. The
appeal bond shall be remitted to the Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a
cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the County. The Division shall provide notice of the
hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail, faesimile; certified mail or certified hand
delivery. If the owner fails to appeal within the ten {10) business days peried of the notification,

the dog shall be huanely destroyved in an expeditious and humane manner.

e:2. Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the Special Master may, at the Special
Master's discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with prejudice. In such instances, the
process will proceed and the dog shall be elassified-as-vicious destroyed in an expeditious and
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{6) Notice of appeal. The owner may appeal the classifcation to the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial
Circuit Court in and for Palm Beach County, Florlda

in accordance with the Florida Rules of Appellaie
Procedure.

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 27, 5-16-98; Ord. No. 05-044, §§ 3, 4, 3-27-05; Ord. No. 2009-019, § 2, 7-21-09; Ord. No. 2011-
005, § 6, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15; Ord. No. 2016-045, § 1, 9-27-16)

Sec. 4-28. Sterilization program for dogs ahd cats.

(a) Purpose. The Board has determined that the unintended o

led breeding of dogs and cats within
/ f/x%’
the County leads to many dogs, cats, puppies, and kn-t {// //3/:/9 becoming strays, suffering

privation and death, being impounded and euthanized, t?reat expenseto he community, and constituting
y t{/ )
a public nuisance and public health hazard. It is, t red to be thE/leth policy of the County that

//
every feasible means of reducing the number f%//n/// nted dogs cats, pupples gd kittens be encouraged.

(b) Spaying, neutering of dogs and cats. /,/// / //7
Ider and every’ a /fo nths of age or ol/e?wﬁhm the

ﬁ

{1} Every dog six (6) months of ag /ﬁ

Y, //
County shall be spayed or neute ; 1less proof of o//{%/ﬁhe following exemptions is provided to
the Division: k .
e Division ////} %///////é// //////////////
a. Thedogorcatis reglstered thﬁ”a na t cma ‘or |nternat|0n.=./|’?»club association, or registry
K D ””'// "/.///
recognized by the Divis and ﬂr ce ifies in writiv g/te the Division that the animal is
beln u?/g/;//a/:fﬁgj/’/gr deredg;}ar use '////////////) ///” “competition(s), or other similar
f’/e/ / ),// 7 1/// nternatlonal clubs, associations, or

reglst n//é/{2 //////// /////// ”//,/j’////

b. Aveterlnana cen 91nwr|t|n that the dog or cat is medically unfit to
’//,//—\« /[////'/m & g Y

u/}//)/’/ /h %/ /// /,,W/////-/e ce///yre because of a medical condition, including but not

mited 1o, ge be slbs; /% ally aggzavated by such procedure or would likely cause
f/// // i

the dog orc /// ////he writing musbs/atte the date by which the dog or cat may be safely

/ spayed or ney / ,///Isi n may e end the time for spaying or-neutering a dog or cat or

////// may exempt su/cl;}/@ %om the spay/neuter requirement based upon the written medical
/%/ecommendatmn@/a,h sed///etennanan For a dog or cat that is not spayed or neutered due
fg;h alth condition as //’ prowde{hereln the license tag fee established by the Board for

sterrj/lzed dogs or cats/hall apply. As soon as the medical condition that prevents a dog or cat

from b.e g spayed /Aeutered ceases to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such dog or

G
Iy with this section.

L

C. The dog is currg/QﬁLy used by a law enforcement agency for law enforcement purposes.

/

cattopr

d. The dogis a guide dog or service animal as defined in section 4-2 of this chapter.

e.  The owner wishes to keep the dog unsterilized and certifies in writing to the Division that the dog
will not be bred or used for stud purposes unless an appropriate breeder permit is first obtained

from the Division. Breeding or using the dog for stud in violation of this provision shall constitute
a violation of this chapter.

f. The dog is used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial breeder. The cat is
used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial breeder and is registered as a
pedigreed cat with the Cat Fancier Association or the International Cat Association.
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g.  Thedog or catis being harbored by a shelter, humane society, or private animal nonprofit
arganization, or animal rescue organization whether public or private, whose principal purpose is
securing the adoption of dogs or cats or offering sanctuary for dogs or cats, provided that the dog
or cat is spayed or neutered priorte-being placed-foradeption In accordance with Section 4-26,
Animal agencies.

h. lllegal Breeders will be required to spay or neuter their animals within 30 days of notice of non-
compliance.

(Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 6, 2-5-08; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15; Ord. No. 2016-045, § 1, 5-27-16}

28 as a new § 4-30, and adding a new § 4-28.
.
Sec. 4-29. Hobby breeder permits.

//jﬁihe Code by renumbering former § 4-

_
"%
{a) Hobby breeder permits. / ////////
{1} No person shall breed a dog or cat or offefa dog or cat for breeding or s’%%?purposes without first

K KD

obtaining an appropriate breeding permit isg’/{%g/zﬁ%by the Divisi(}n. No person/a//{}/jj};lj maintain unsterilized

dogs over six (6} months of age or unsterilized caer fou,r/’(;/?)%months of agec;///ﬁether without first

obtaining an appropriate breedf/%ermlt from theg cat shall be bred r;/g}/ss itisa
edigreed cat registered as such%v/ﬁ/:) he Cat Fancier Association or the International Cat Association.

pedig & e

.

No hobby breeder permit shall be,/ﬁssued?@nless the cats t@/ bred are pedigreed cats registered as
such with the Cat Fancier Associationior the Ifternational Cat Association. The cost of the permit and
¢ i K
other related fees shall be establishez/g/g)}y the éé//g//f D
A, . . K 7 ]
(2} _Anyperson fouraﬁ aging in lllega?;;breedlnggm%@bbe eligible*to obtain a Hobby Breeder
{23) Hobby breede{//%" Il:

7
ard’by resolutiop 7,
ermit for onéyear. //// //f%/////// //%////
Y

Bl

% .
Not breed m%a%%ﬁuers or mthan nineteen {19) dogs, cats, puppies, or kittens
e—yea'r/ﬁ”e- 7ic] d///////////////// ’///5///’%//

i, @
L

Y

Uring:a.on EReH;

ot offér farsale, sell tr ny Eampensation for or give away mare than two (2) litters
//// or more than,{-/r}-‘lh teen fl@’ gs, cats, puppies, or kittens during a one-year period;

ine g)ydo
c/.//////////meep records fo@duratica/{;% he hobby breeder permit and all permit renewals as to the birth
////’%‘eeach litter of pup"es or kitteﬁf{’?and shall make such records available for review by the

&
N

70b
Divisign upon request;

g&yds includx?g?out not limited to records concerning rabies vaccinations, all other
lnoculatlo,gyand Eyﬁedlcd condition(s) of each dog, cat, puppy or kitten intended to be sold,
W7%/%ise conveyed;

given away, @r/// gis]
A
e.  0On aquarterly basis, the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner of any dog,
cat, puppy or kitten placed or a notice that no animal was sold during the quarter shall be
provided to the Division;

f. Furnish to each new owner of a dog, cat, puppy or kitten the hobby breeder permit number so
the new owner has proof and assurance that the animal was legally bred;

-8 Not offer a puppy or kitten under the age of eight (8) weeks for sale, trade, other compensation
or free giveaway, with the exception of animals taken to an animal shelter;
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{24)

{45)
(56)

()]

h.  Recommend to each new owner that any animal sold, transferred or given away be examined by
a licensed veterinarian within one {1) week of the date of transfer and notify the new owner of
State requirements for rabies vaccinations;

i. List the person's hobby breeder permit number on all advertisements and literature concerning
the sale or free giveaway of any dog, cat, puppy or kitten of the hobby breeder;

j- Adhere to minimum standards regarding the care and manner of keeping of animals as provided
in section 4-24, animal care; manner of keeping; and

k.  Tothe extent permitied by law, aAllow the Division to inspect the exterior of the premises
wherein an animal that is the subject of a hobby breede/;p ermit is maintained and to view any
animal that is the subject of the permii-ifthe-Biv obab e-to-believe-thata

dolation-of section-4-24animal care; FRamrRore --:-;- Suchms ectlonWIIIbeh-Pm-Eeé
o that necescans to ascartain cormalianen with cdbiiiiiog o _ e o Db
o-tha oa 3 with o€ //// e & )
conducied at Ieast once per year, tvplcallv at tl/////f nev{/éer it appllcatlon and as a condltlon

of annual renewal. If a hobby breeder refuses//to allow the Dw;sx%n to perform an inspection as
provided herein, citations may be lssued/ he Division may a{pj/;{?for a warrant pursuant o
Florida Statutes Ch. 933. All reports 6 o/suc//lnspectlons shall be in w,;/ltmg and maintained by the

b
Division. ///// // %
A hobby breeder permit is valid for a period of one%/ / “the date of |ssuar}99 and must be

renewed annually. Renewal app’hcatjo s for perm ade at least thirty (3@,,Lfdays prior to

expiration. ///////% %/////b/,m

iznable, or re@//%/}d able.

\

A hobby breeder permit is not tra

%/ ”/f/
d/d,t be //%

°\

st ki, S f%fb“*d'“gf’?%//}f:i:g::zts:t:;z:f:z;
é///é/( ////////g ///// /// //w// o N

obtain a / ,/ e under the hobby breeder permit.

Only one hobb%r eder Il be

'i///
(b} Obtaining a hobby breede/ / /7
/////{//// “ g//%/% //////r%”{}'/ //Z%//%//to the Division on a form approved by the
e L
/VISIDH //%// //Z//////%//// //7///%/
/// e permit appllca{ mc’l%ﬂe but is not limited to the following information:

(3)

{4)

//7/’/’ /// 9

”//f//,//// Zhe name, addre’sf/;/ d teleph ///ne number of the applicant;

T W

b //Zen/} ment as to whether the applu:ant has ever been convicied of the offense of cruelty to
anlméi?;or had a fna judgment entered against the applicant under F.S. § 828.073, or any other

’//
//// mal neglect or mistreatment;

///////

d. A description of'the activity for which the permit is requested.

c. Ades eed, sex, age, coloration) of each animal under the permit; and

If the applicant withholds or falsifies any information on the application, no permit shall be issued and
any permit previously issued based on false or withheld information shall be revoked.

No person who has previously been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo

contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or
domestic violence or who has had a final judgment entered against him/her pursuant to Florida
Statutes 828.073 or comparable statute, sruelty te-animalsorwhe-has-hadafinaljudgmententered
againsthimfher pursuant toF-5-5-828-073—shall be issued a hobby breeder parmit.
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{d)

{e)

{

{1) The permit applicant shall complete an application, supply all information requested by the Division,
and pay the applicable permit fee established by the Board by resolution.

{2) Permit applications shall be valid for thirty {30) days in order for applicants to make corrections to
meet minimum compliance specifications.

Violations.
(1) Failure to apply for a permit prior to operating as a hobby breeder shall constitute a violation.

(2} Failure to reapply for a permit at least thirty (30) days before expiration of the existing permit shall

constitute a violation. /

(3) Refusal to allow an animal control officer to inspect an anim e premises as provided in section 4-
29{a)(2}k. shall constitute a violation. /
o

{4) It shall be a violation of this chapter to counterfeit ahcy) bre-e‘e permit or official certificate of
veterinary inspection or to maliciously destroy a hiebb 4)/

,W//reede?/p gf%-lt.

{5) It shall be a violation of this section to adveriise display, attempt to se,%r sell any dog or cat on any
i .:jds.:d’e or pubtl.lc rlghtdof way. | ////@ //////////////
ermi enigal, revocation, and suspension. /%/ %////?,///
{1} By notice of adverse action, the/D'vision may deni/////fg/p///e"izok .////r{/ﬁ//épend any permrc%{f’/x/ffjﬁ%is determined
that: //// f

a.  There has been a material m1§s.ta‘1:{men.t or misrep e{{f’fuation in the permit application;

T 5
s .,

b.  The applicant/permit holder ha:fbeen citeg/'j////at least thyat

a two-year A lmpos’;:ti%’"; wof a ﬁne,///’
. 4

)
periad-each resulting;j/the
c. The peg //{/////E/K{/%/K}e/%{/é///////icant has o//(/ﬁan n///g//%/{%d civil penalties imposed due to a
4

2EITIEL 1212] LESE i
% 4 % E
violatig/{//%this chapté/{ﬂ/% ////%’/

older, his/her agenit:or a member of the household has been convicted of,

.

iree.(3) violations of this chapter within
e i

K 3
applicartipermit h
Pplicangper ,
i //’7 2.073: had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo
cruel
K7 T " - N
. Lf///défment entered against him/her pursuant to Florida
[z e,
//////// Statutes 828.073/%r compatable statute; or
r th;)///e/;’eare and responsibility of an applicant/permit holder has been found to be

‘ .,/,,/ &0
///f%pﬂab%e, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse,
Iz //// Wk, . 5
or domesticaiglence of Aas:had a final j
e. //g/ﬂ(n,ammal unde |
U, 0

|n;,;9<//./e'ed of immedia g/y‘ieterinary care that, if not treated, would result in suffering, pain or death.

. i . . . .
(2} No permit feg;s all be refunded for a permit that is revoked or suspended. For a permit that is denied
B 7
after review, th%//?/erm't' -

7

- i ffe,eéhall be refunded as provided by the Board by resolution.
Appeal process. //%//////////

(1) Any applicant or permit holder who has been denied a permit or whose permit has been revoked or
suspended may appeal this action to a Special Master within the ten-day period after the Division
originates the adverse action. A written notice of appeal and appeal bond must be filed with the
Division within ten (10} days of the notice of adverse action. The Board of County Commissioners is
hereby authorized to establish the amount of the appeal bond by resolution. The appeal bond shall be
remitted to the Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank
check payable to the County.

{2) The appeal will be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30) calendar days after the applicant or
Y
permit holder has submitied a notice of appeal. The initial hearing on the appeal may be continued by
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the Division, the Special Master, or the applicant or permit holder beyond the thirty (30} calendar days
for good cause shown.

(3) Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before the Special Master shail be governed as provided
in section 4-30, Animal care and control Special Master hearing.

(4) The denial, revocation or suspension of the permit shall be upheld or reversed by the Special Master.

(5) All decisions by the Special Master shall be final and reviewable by writ of certiorari to the County
Circuit Court.

(6) The Special Master shall provide the applicant or permit holder with written notice of his/her decision.
{g) Ownerreguirements following notice of adverse action and/or W a1y
(1)  If the notice of adverse action of denial, revocation or//}/}/:/s///n of a hobby breeder permit is not
appealed, the applicant or permit holder shall comed:mt%omp‘ﬁffhce with this chapter within ten (10)

0CEeSSs,

e - N
days after the notice of adverse action. //%W/// W////////Z////}/
.
(2)  Any person whose permit has been revoked may 40//{reapply fora pe{/{/é(”' .of one (1) year. Each
reapplication for a permit shall be accompgj;///n/}éd”by afee to be establlshec;j,;}él;: the Board by resclution.
(h}  Fee waiver. The Division shall waive the annual ho/b/{/%/ﬁfﬂ'reeder permit fee for any/pf’:%s/”" /applicant who

. . 7 Al :
applies for a hobby breeder permit on or before Augus‘télz/ﬁzooersons/appllcant%who apply for a
hobby breeder permit during this pe%;%%//be Division sha/;y/-/-n/;/{///ﬁ/illy waive the fee o//%/r///ifﬁvo {2} unaltered
dog or cat license tags. The fee waive;/ﬁ:}ai[?fﬁ-/main in effect f%—mbby breeder so long as the hobby

S - - %’/////// , 0
breeder remains in compliance with th s/f/ aptg%%d FS.ch.8 8////’//
rd. No. 08-004, pt. 7, 2-5-08; Ord. No. -08578 7, 3-1511;.Ord. No. 2015:027, § 1, 6-23-15; Ord. No. -
{Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 7, 2-5-08; Ord. N 20110/§7 3 { 0rd. N 2,/?5027 § 1, 6-23-15; Ord. No. 2016

»§1,3-27- p ///// .
. Z////{/O%%dop e fg////////:ua //// //%//%/

©
Editor's note{s)—0Ord. N 4 b N amend&athe Code by renumbering former § 4-
G,

T

29 asa new § 4-31, anadding an

’////////7/// %4-29. -
Sec. 4-30. AniFiak /-///./f/@ //(/%/{/%%’(?%Wast;/////él arings
N A N
(a) Tt}/%/azrd of Coun -qgi?/(}jﬁx}missiong/f%shall appoin-%;gé;ial Masters who shall make decisions relating to any
he{ﬁiﬁ//gs that have beeﬁ{”iﬁ{//fi}iated as{%ﬁ%mded in this c//ﬂ/apter. SpecialMasters-shall-have the qualifications-as

" , - "/// 7 - & ",‘ - bl o ! - e i = = =
//Z/ - //Z// The Bcfffé”/fzf/t/ééshall appoint as many Special Masters as deemed necessary.

Special M4sters shall at mianum: {a) be a graduate of a law schoo! accredited by the American Bar
. Pz N
Assouatm;} demonstra‘-,/t’g’?;knowledge of local government regulations and procedures; {c}be a
D ] N . .
member in g%tandlnéj//{ﬁeh the Florida Bar; and (d} meet other such qualifications that may be
established by réselutién

‘of'the Commission.

2. Special Masters shall’€nter into an agreement with the Board setting forth the terms and conditions of
their service.

3. Code Enforcement Special Masters selected in_accordance with Article 2 of the Palm Beach County
Unified Land Development Code may serve ex officio as Special Masters.

4. The County Manager shall have authority to remove individual Special Masters with or without cause.

{b) Each case before the Special Master shall be presented by the county. An-assistanteounty attorney shall
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(c)

(d)

{e)

(f)

(g)

{h)

(i)

1)

Upon request of the Division, or at such other times as may be necessary, a hearing before a Special Master
may be convened. A record shall be kept of all Special Master hearings and all hearings shall be open to the
public.

At the hearing, the burden of proof shall be upon the Division to show by a preponderance of the evidence
that a violation of this chapter has occurred.

All testimony shall be under oath and shall be recorded.

- The formal gdies of evidence shall not apply but

fundamental due process shall be observed and shall govern the r/{/c//é//é/{/ﬂings. Upon determination of the
Special Master, irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious eyd.epee may be excluded, but all other evidence
v

e
of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent persd f/{/é/@conduct of their affairs shall be

Gy
admissible, whether or not such evidence would be admj G ///I

%1

stble’in a trigl y
Any part of the evidence may be received in writte%

}///}//,the courts of the State of Florida.
o

formn
The Special Master may inguire of or question ap//i//, [rress present at the hea:;;)}ag. The alleged violator,
7

his/her attorney, the Division or attorney represelga{t{ the Division shall be perﬁ/aj/?/’ﬁ:fed to inquire of or
- i
presented by the

&

question any witness present at the hearing. The Speéi%l Master may, consider testm/f

7

7 p
Division, the alleged violator, or any other witnesses. /,/////”/ /
ased on evidence

4,
At the conclusion of the hearing, the////’{f;/’é///fr | Master shall orally render his or her decision

q//y//%//‘gf/j{/'///////ﬁ 3 é

en’_cered into the recTer. Thc_e decision 51,}/9//// e_,-,,-//e/%////e;ransmirted e alleggd violator in the form. o.f a
written order including findings of fact, a,;;t//}co e_,#/%;//e/)//ns of law con_;/}}}ent with the record. All decisions of the
Special Master shall be final. Unless othervﬁ?%’/g prowé/ey/ﬁ;é/}//h///his chap%%//}e order may include a notice that it
must be complied with byZ%pecified date. %’// / //7/

Y. - N W N
Any aggrieved party, mcluding'the local governmgbody ?ay app,g/gi//‘%—eazder a final administrative order of
the Special Master///{»//m b read

<sHication underSéction 4-27 or a violation of this chapter
. . N (77 K7 . .
by filing an appeal in t6&%ircuit couft/Such an appealshall not be a hearing de noveo but shall be limited to

R KN Y 4 o, -
appellate review of the r%r,;d crea;{e_c{_//dmeiore the Sp’/éﬁt,al Master. An appeal shall be filed within 30 days of
- A, o . ..

» T, T
the exectffioh 6t the order tot e%np Al

77 N R, %
bhcerning a dangerous dog Ga

7 ARG M) A T S PR

Speua‘l(ﬁéster orders mvolv/fé// g den[a1,’/4/ﬂrff§iﬁ.&oca‘clon, or suspension any permit issued under this chapter or
T, . - 77— ™ . .

an aggres?@gﬁog cIassnﬁcatlomgf};ued undé/%ectlon 4-27 by may be appealed by filing a petition for writ of

certiorari in the Eifteenth Judicial Gircuit Court in and for Palm Beach County or in accordance with any other

rocedure allowad’by law. PBC may assess a reasonable charge for the preparation of the record to be paid
p d'by ////ﬁy/j B prep p

by the petitioner%ifg}})rdar}//fe@'l F.S. §119.07.
7
The Special Master shaﬂ/f/ﬂ%é/e/‘/power to:

{1) Subpoena alleged violators and witnesses to its hearings. Subpoenas may be served by a sheriff or
other authorized persons consistent with Rule 1.410(d), Florida Rules of Civil Procedure upon request
by the Special Master.

{2) Subpoena records and other documentary materials.
(3) Take testimony under oath.

(4} Issue orders having the full force and effect of law to command whatever steps are necessary to bring a
violation into compliance.

{5) Issue orders requiring an owner to reimburse the County for any costs incurred to care for an animal.
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{k} If the County prevails in any hearing before the Special Master, the alleged violator's appeal bond {if
reguired) shall be forfeited, in whole or in part, to the County to the extent necessary to cover the cost of the
Special Master. If the alleged violator prevails in any hearing before the Special Master, the appeal bond shall
be returned to the alleged violator.

1] Upon the finding of a violation, the Special Master may impose the maximum fine provided for in section 4-
32. If the violation has been corrected prior to the hearing, the Special Master may impose a fine less than

the maximum fine provided for in section 4-32.

{m} Upon the finding of a violation or ruling in favor of the County, the Special Master may order the

violator/respondent to pay the County for the costs and expenses invelved in the case.
4

{n} A certified copy of an order imposing a fine, or a fine plus costs, m&y berecorded in the public records and
thereafter shall constitute a lien upon any real or personal pro.,’g//z/tf///f/o//wned by the violator. Upon petition to

the circuit court, such order shall be enforceable in the sameZd sAnetas a court judgment by the sheriffs of

this state, including execution and levy against the persong;/g{%/pertz///é/f%he violator, but such order shall not

be deemed to be a court judgment except for enforceﬁ{{/’éﬁﬁt purposes. %ﬁ/@imposed pursuant to this part
7

shall continue to accrue until the violator comes |ntllance or until uﬁ/gment is rendered in a suit filed

- - . . T . . ) N .
pursuant to this section, whichever occurs first. ;eéﬁgn{/arlsmg from a fine imposed/pursuant to this section

. . K . L, R N
runs in favor of the local governing body, and the |6f%la,govermng body may execlite a.satisfaction or release

of lien entered pursuant to this section. After 3 monthe ttom theﬁ@ofanv such [iéaakhich remains unpaid,
the Special Master may authorize the lecal governing bodv attorhay to foreclose on thédidi.or to sue to
recover a money judgment for the amonntof the lien plus 6eti/o4 interest. No lien creatéd pursuant to the
provisions of this part may be foreclosedonrealproperty, whiehis.a homestead under s. 4, Art, X of the
State Constitution. The money iudgmeﬁz{%ﬁo%{af;fnﬂfﬁ’ﬂthis sectioh chall not apply to real property or

personal property which is covered under’s/A{a), Art X5 the State Gohstitution.

. o
P ot AW o g
23 §1,9-27

{Ord. No. 98-22, § 28, 6-_,,// i /-"‘-044, 5,94 -@5// . ;Q/’/@ﬂ, pt. 6, 2-5-08; Ord. No. 2011-005, §

8, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015%2?///»// 1, 6- %é//%@rd. No. 2’/2//?, 1,9 —16/{

Note(s}—See editags note §4/1///-/% ////// ///////

Sec. 4—,//34}//1// nterference{c{if;}/th enfo/,/{‘%e/ment. /////////

{a) It sha’llg/t}ja nlawful for anyg;/azson to kngwingly hinder, resist or oppose any officer or employee of the
Division il the performance o’f%lslher dutigs,

(b} U shall be uﬁla})ﬁ‘/}y/l for any persg}nfto knowingly interfere with or damage any humane animal trap owned by

the Division or to/gjelest or relea»seéfany animal caught therein.

o
g o ;
{¢) Noanimalthatis th{///ﬂ//ﬁb'ed /E///%

subject gf 4 manner of keeping, animal cruelty, dangerous/vicious dog or animal bite
kY el e, 03NS 15 COB Or 2
investigation may be rel@,/c}}/a//;/// r ownership transferred pending the outcome of the investigation.

{d} Iltshall be unlawful for any person to refuse to present an animal to an officer for examination when that

animal is the subject of an investigation.

It shall be unlawful to provide an animal compliance officer with false information or to take any action that
would compromise an investigation.

&

It shall be unlawful to impersonate any Division personnel and/or forge, alter, mutilate, or use the County's
official logo, seal, or any other official insignia in any form without the prior written censent of the County.

It shall be unlawful to falsify information about any animal in an attempt to defraud, mislead, or interfere

with an investigation.

DEC
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{Ord. No. 98-22, § 29, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 7, 2-5-08}

Editor's note{s}—Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 7, adopted February 5, 2008, amended the Code by renumbering former § 4-
29 as a new § 4-31. In order to prevent duplication of section numbers, former §§ 4-30—4-32 were
renumbered as 4-32—4-34 at the discretion of the editor.

Sec. 4-32. Vi ions-civiH i ivi ies Enforcement; penalties.

{a)  Any violation of this chapter is a civil infraction_and may be enforced as provided in Section 828.27, Florida

Statutes.
{b) Any person who has committed an act in violation of this chapt/e/;/////// may receive a citation from the
Division by an animal control officer or law enforcement ofﬁce/r/wla/éas probable cause to believe that the

//
person has committed a civil infraction in violation of this o%%%?’e;itat]on form shall include, but not be

:miii:: t: t:e fo::?ving:f‘ // ////%//// ”/////%%//////
. e ddate an IMe OfT Issuance. 7
P A ™

2. The name and address of the person. / ////7////

3. The date and time the civil infraction was com@. . //////////
4. A brief statement of facts consti‘g/z;ﬂgg probable cau%/ ////////,//
5. The ordinance violated. ///////////[/f% .
6. _The name of the officer ///Z///////} %% ///////////ﬁ

' ' . . L
7. The procedure for the person to follomf{//a%ﬁi’;order té/%/g/'/%me civil pé//’/n//%ffﬁm,_to contest the citation, or to

appear at the m:a’é}/gearin for cé////éj;ajn a ray%%}lations%////

8. The applicable{{//{{z/%naltv h/{"{/%person elff’//{//fﬁ’%t thg///{/i{{%in_

.,,;,////4//

9. The maximum civilpénalty if the Derson elects'not.to contest the citation,

10. For.5pecial Master PF./é/%’éedm/i’é"ezthat fail {,//é”?;to pay the civil penalty or to request a hearing
77 T e

Hation, Exclusive of weekends and legal holidays, shall

| T K77 N - ;
7/%€éﬁ/stltute a waivenof the allegzed wolator”s’/a_l_/g/ﬂ;;@?co a hearing and may result in the entry of an order
’ // ga
i

T i,
ithin ten (10)days

/%a inst the violél‘/t//{‘/{%”ﬁd the irie @////éi‘s.ition ofa ci%enaltv not to exceed 52,500 for a first violation,
e, K

552000 for a second Violation, an‘&%‘sfz?,soo for a third or subseguent violation.

For cakfhty court proceedings, notice 4t if the person fails to pay the civil penalty within the time
allowe@”/Ge.fails to appeaf in/court to contest the citation, the person shail be deemed to have waived
his or heli///f/gg/mo contest tha citation and that, in such case, judgment may be entered against the
person for anamount uﬁ%\e maximum civil penalty.

T
K W
{c) The Special Master an -'-://'/{%Jéurt shall have jurisdiction over all violations of this chapter.
>

(d)  For citations processed throlgh county court, tFhe County Clerk shall accept desighated fines and issue
receipts therefore.

(e} Violation of any provision of this chapter shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars
{$500.00), unless otherwise provided by law. A person who violates Section 767.12, Florida Statutes,
commits a noncriminal infraction, punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) per
violation. A person who violates Section 828 27(1 2){b}, Florida Statutes, commits a noncriminal
infraction, punishable by a fine not to exceed two thousand five hundred dollars {$2,500) for a first violation,
five thousand {55,000) fer a second violation, and seven thousand five hundred dollars {$7,500) for a third or
subseguent violation per violation. Any person who has violated any provision of this chapter or a statute
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{f)

{g)

{i}

(k)

{n

(m)

incorporated herein by reference shall be fined an amount as established by the Board of County
Commissioners by resolution.

The act for which the citation is |ssued shall cease upon receipt of the citation, unless otherW|se s eufle
therein. Amy

specified-on as directed within the citation. If the persan clted pays the cwll penaltv, he or she waives the

right to a hearing on whether the wolatlon was commltted

/
Pursuant to Florida Statutes, §§ 938.01 and 938.19, mandato alI be assessed against every person

found in eomvicted-ofa violation of this chapter. Pursuant t/%i/!%/éaﬁtatut e § 828.27, a five dollar ($5.00)

. U
surcharge shall be assessed against every person é//rw olation of this chapter.

P
Any person who fails to make payment within the/sp}/c/t/e iod shall be’d ////////med to have waived his/her
right to pay the uncontested civil penalty as set {g i b the cutatlon //
T

L ¢ /
Any person who elects to appear before the court tef/c}/?ntest the citation shall be d,/;//med to have waived
his/her right to pay the uncontested civil penalty as <ét forth in the/ttetlon The courrg}ter a hearing, shall

make a determination as to whether gyjolation has occ/u//, 4 14 impose a civil enaT not to exceed
/7/ W //;’////}/ ¥ Imp peRzty
five hundred dollars ($500.00) plus courr Costs. Notwiths tan g/the foregoing, a person who violates Section

//// i, /////.,

767.12, Florida Statutes, commits a honeRm nal/lnfractlon punist ble by a fine not to exceed one thousand
// T

dollars {$1,000} per violation or violates Sectmn%@ﬂl)(g}ﬂ)(b /,F/”[erlda Statutes, commits a noncriminal
4’ K77
infraction, punishable by a fine not to exceedatwo thatdnd five hund //// £4d.($2,500) for a first violation, five

thousand {$5,000) for a.sé€dnd.violation, and Zeven tho/ﬁ/// ndfive hu né/%ed $7.500) far a third or

subsequent wolatlon//{ﬁ/////p{f/é” sts ///////’ //////7/ ’/////,77

If a person fails t civil p 0% r't to mntest the citation, he or she shall be
\/d/ // ’///
deemed to have wai hls rlght to contest th C|tat|e and in such case, a default judgment may be

entere%jl‘;ﬁeﬁ;udge s//:/. p%///)/}'/}t atti e/é;order to show cause may be |ssued—l-f—t:he—ﬁ-ne-ls

f/////,// .
////r/s/ who W|Ilful[y refuses to sign and accept a citation 1ssued by an

officer sh{IIfbe guilty of a m'lsg/é/ meanor //é / ‘e second degree, punishable as provided by Florida Statutes, §§
775.082 0?///2/7}5 ////// l////////
e L

The Division ma¥y, ;//fe/ﬁ/mre mand/ﬁ/ v Special Master or court appearances for certain aggravated violations of
this chapter resultmg/ in.the unp '0 oked biting, attacking or wounding of a domestic animal; violations
resulting in the destrL/:/"” ’//////s of personal property; or violations resulting in the issuance of a third or
subsequent citation to a pg)//z on. The citation shall clearly inform the person of the mandatory eeu
appearance. The Division sha’ll maintain records to prove the number of citations issued to the person.
Persons required to appear before a Special Master or in court do not have the option of paying the fine

instead of appearing in court.

,/////

\

The following process applies when citations are issued pursuant to the jurisdiction of the Special Master:
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1 Whenever, based upon personal investigation and in accordance with the policies and
procedures established by the division, the animal control officer has reasgnable and probable grounds

to believe that a person has committed a violation of this chapter, the officer may issue a citation to
the violator.

2. The act for which the citation is issued shall cease upon receipt of the citation unless otherwise
specified in the citation, and the person charged with the violation shall elect either to correct the

violation and pay the civil penalty in the manner indicated on the citation or, within ten (10) days of
receipt of the citation, exclusive of weekends and legal holidays, request an administrative hearing

before the Special Master to appeal the issuance of the citation. if the hearing date is not set forth in

the citation, a notice of hearing shall be served on the violatom@g rovided herein. Failure of the
violator to appeal the decision of the animal control officer xithin'the timeframe as set forth herein
shall constitute a waiver of the violator's right to an administeative hearing, A waiver of the right to an

administrative hearing shall be deemed an admission. ¢t fheAioation and penalties may be imposed

accordingly. %/////// /////////%/

3. Upon written notification by the animal,;,er%{/%’”l officer that a I%tor has not contested the
citation or paid the penalty within the timeAllowead on the citation, or itaiolation has not been
corrected within the time set forth on the%ﬁn. the Special Master shall efiter an order ordering the
violator to pay the civil penalty set forth on the Citation. A hearing shall not'%‘e%"écessarv for the
issuance of such an order. The order shall inclu&x//é/’f/a’//fﬁotice,éii%/licable. that ﬁ'%@@_ere imposed.

Y .

4. Upon appeal of a a:|tat|or-v/,¢,.o/%’:%uch other times asmay be necessary, a hearing before the
. R, . K

Special Master may be convenedamﬁ%ﬂance with seé%@A-SO.

5. Any person who, within ten {10) calendare:

m, . . . . .
avys.after receipt 6f.the citation, fails to either come into
. . . . K K 220N R -
compliance with the section of this cf‘fﬁ’g,ter for w/-ﬁiéhghe or she'icinwiolation or request a hearing, shall
T o, K7 T B,
41 Srations for seépﬁ- and subeeqgiiz G
m

be subject to addition qiient violat‘m’{ms of the same section of this

ditional citat ;,d e
— j////?//él % orj/:///f///{//{//%uantto FSS Ch. 162, Local

=
{o} The violation of any'peauision of thisichapter

T, 7 ) )
Government Code Enforcement Boz{-/fﬁs Act, and Article. 10 of the Palm Beach County Unified Land

DevelopmentCode, all as Maybe/athé Al
R e T,
mastef v imposttines as provided for \nESS%

or recodified:from time to time. A Palm Beach County Special
R,
///1%.62.09(@1@.}. In determining the amount of the fine, the Palm
T . K ~ "% £z
Bea,/f’ﬁa%éfl.l nty Spec“f‘a%Msas,ter sh//e{{l/%“ensmer: ////////////’ » v

//%%}.Z}_The gravity of t{/{{/fﬁ{)f;i}/olation,///////////
2%3"»-adf0n5 taken bv///{{{ﬁe violatt{%é/{,xorrect the violation; and

(3) An sg’,//f,’évious violations/é/f/c%mmitted by the violator.

The Board oﬁfé/'.untv Commissioners may by resclution adopt recommended fine amounts for
7

T T
by sspecidliaster.

consideration’

{e}{p} Failure to comply with any%;wsion of this chapter shall constitute a separate and distinct violation.

{pHal Each day a violation of any provision of this chapter exists shall constitute a separate and distinct violation.

{r}  Whether a person is cited for 1*, 2™, or 3" offense wili be based on the jssuance of prior citations to anyone
residing in the same residence, and/or caring for the same animals, within the prior 12 months. A person will
only receive a 1* offense citation if no other resident/caretaker received a citation for the same violation
within the prior 12 months.

(s}  Nothing herein shall limit any other enforcement mechanism authorized by law, including, but not limited to,
the right to seek injunctive or any other equitable relief.

Created: 2026-82-24 11:37:45 [EST]

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2}

Page 73 of 77




(ty  Itis the purpose of this code to provide additional, cumulative remedies. These sanctions are in addition to
any criminal penalties that may be imposed by law.

Except as otherwise specified in section 4-27, proper notice of a citation or hearing is given where notice has
been mailed to the violator by certified mail, return receipt requested; by hand delivery by the sheriff, other
law enforcement, a certified process server, animal control officer, or other person designated by the local
overnment body; by leaving the notice at the violator’s usual place of residence with any person residin

therein who is above 15 years of age and informing such person of the contents of the notice; and in the case
of commercial premises, leaving the notice with the manager or other person in charge. A notice of hearin
may be provided to the violator/respendent by electronic mail with delivery receipt and a confirmation by
the violator/respondent of receipt.

.
{(Ord. No. 98-22, § 30, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 7, 2-5-08; OrdZNi /'@%’2— 05, § 9, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027,

§ 1, 6-23-15) {%/////// ////%/////’

/ “
Note(s)—See editor's note, § 4-31. / //
Sec. 4-33. First-affenderscourse Animal Cruel %’%}venﬁon course. ////////%//
k.
The Director may approve animal cruelty prevention, ar(/{%jm_%éé/%%iucation courseé//ﬁ/%/t%mav be taken by

i

o an

. . . . S
persons found to be in violation of this chéy////,ft{éf(/(t?é o

u 1 G

//’//’/’/4?)%’ o p

%Dlrector or designee, may in his or her

discretion, authorize persons found in wolatuow%fthrsﬁ%/pter W attend an arimalcontrelfirst
- : N W, . . -
offender's animal cruelty prevention and animalicare educatinticourse selectéd by the Director or designee in lieu
of pavi i ISl A e, ot wc/flfg{%ﬁs bein;z’/////'é/;/'%%essed Failure to attend or
. i, A T : :

complete a course will restﬁé{n/%{//e/{{fa/tlfon(s) bemgc/’gf;’,acess_eﬂ%, hoobas to attend the animalcontrs

...... e coursa alhli s crorill implatan th 0T T 4 Ao o il arian chall e
....... DML A . '

- The course must b

completed at the location, tlrr{/%}/}d dat s by the Director or designee. All fees associated

with taking the.course are the re

type of offepders and offenses’are sligible tor the course.
B croom 0, ool
(Ord. No. 98-22{;2;1, 6-16-98; Or 4%//} 08-004; ///ﬁ//}], 2-5-08)
i v

{a} The Board establishes the following community cat requirements:

{1}  All community cats must be cared for on the private property of the caregiver or with permission of the
property owner or property manager.

{2) All community cat caregivers shall have all un-owned free-roaming cats within their care sterilized,
implanted with an EALD, vaccinated against rabies, and ear-tipped for easy identification. It shall be a
violation of this chapter for any person to provide care to an un-owned, free-roaming cat without first
having the cat sterilized, implanted with an EAID, vaccinated against rabies, and ear-tipped for eas
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{b)

{c)

{d)

{e)

{f)

(h)

{Ord.

identification, unless for the purpose of trapping for TNVR (which includes pre-trapping habituation to
the trap, i.e. —feeding near or in the trap).

(3}  All community cat caregivers are required to provide certain necessities to each community cat under
his/her care on a regular/ongoing basis, including, but not limited to, proper nutrition, adequate
quantities of visibly clean and fresh water and medical care as needed. If medical care is unavailable or
too expensive, the community cat caregiver must not allow the cat to suffer. Dumping on the ground
or dispensing large quantities of food more than will be irmmediately eaten by the community cats
present in thirty minutes is prohibited. Feeding areas must be maintained in a clean and sanitary

condition.

ove young kittens from the field for

{4) Community cat caregivers shall make reasonable attempts tos
domaestication. /
ﬁé%% T

A person returning a community cat to field must provide ti. Asigwith the cat's EAID number and any
7 ,//
other information upon request by the Division. / //////// /////’%/%%
Community cats meeting the requirements of this seeﬁ%gfére exempt fro@e license tag requirements of
section 4-11, Dog and cat rabies/license tags. / //,/////////
! _
The Division has the right to remove or authorize t:_%moval of any free—roamir{//g”g-/&%/t/-/or community cat
because of immediate public health or safety concerfie’ .
. . /%//////f y @
No community cat shall be released af/4ny governmental ‘;{}ﬁ/ft‘;e/er managed park, nataral area, area
deemed as environmentally senmtweﬁ;///%n @%}a any easemen;_acent to such lands without approval from
the applicable governmental entity. ////%, ////////// //////
O \
Healthy community cats that have been |m}}/9/ nded ;@}/e///plwsnon mfgybe immediately returned to field,
released to a caregiver ’ﬂ'opted. Notwithsg;//}]d]ng theéo%’f’gﬁing, wherfé’%er such cat is visibly injured or
diseased and appears to be‘suffering and it rea,;senabI\(,;ap.pearas/;,uhaﬁsuch cat cannot be expeditiously cured
and returned to flg%ransferred@//%/a humane s;%)/r/prlvate am)//;/}/a] nonprofit organization or placed in
foster care, then the{%};’;}sion, acting in good faith/(pon reasonablg belief, may humanely euthanize the

7 .
cat upon the advice of tivisio?/{/(/étermanan. _

cariorany exténded amount of time, other than short periods

N
G

R
Any pers6hiwhs cenfines a coménir .
e ., Y ., L, . R . .
necefsfséfv//-/fﬁ{ the &o.recover trom a mednca-l%gﬁ@eedupe/’or treatment as directed by a veterinarian, will be
cdhsidéred the ownerofthe cat. rﬁé’ﬁicallv directéd eonfinement of community cats is aflowed for recovery

G K . K - . . ) .
and%bnot affect the owr?té//”r?shrp sta Q/Z’Qf the cat. However non-medically directed confinement will change

T, T, T . . . N
the statf/rz'rﬁﬁf the cat and it willho longe%@a community cat, and as such will now be subject to licensure as

an owned cats, k //%/////

Return to ﬁeld%}éﬁy . only be perfermed by the Division, an animal rescue organization, a private animal hon-

. . K3 B . . . . .-
profit organlzatlo’é",/%,r,,,a person 61 behalf of the Division and/or with the permission of the Division.

No.2015-027, & 2, 6-23-15

.

Sec. 4-36. Electronic animal identification device implantation (EAID) for all cats.

(a)

All cats four (4) maonths of age or clder shall be implanted with an EAID, unless a veterinarian licensed in the
State certifies in writing that a specific cat is medically unfit to be implanted with an EAID because of a
medical condition, including but not iimited to age, that would be substantially aggravated by such
procedure or would likely cause the cat’s death. The writing must state the date by which the cat may be
safely implanted with an EAID. The Division may extend the time for implanting the cat with an EAID or may
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exempt such cat from the requirement based upon the written medical recommendation of a licensed
veterinarian. As soon as the medical condition that prevents a cat from being implanted with an EAID ceases
to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such cat to promptly comply with this section.

(b} The owner of every cat shall keep his/her contact information associated with the EAID up to date with the
Division.

{c)  EAIDs for community cats may be registered to a humane society, private animal nonprofit, or individual to
facilitate return to field, and this in no way implies ownership of said cats.

All laws of the State of Florida related to animal control, welfare, gflieltsyy and care are hereby adopted and
incorporated in this chapter by reference. It is the intent of the Whé%%@chapter shall supplement the
rovisions of state law, including reguired procedures, and ﬂ%@‘r{?{he event%//f%’ﬁ:.. conflict between the terms of
the chapter and state law, state law shall control. If any n{}/s/{g/n of State Law rg/////

%’f&othemise expressed in this
- - 27 v -’ - 2 - -
chapter, and animal control officer may issue a c1tat|on%’}/f/7f\/r//ﬁ”€!at|on using this subsectioh.and noting the Section of

{Ord. No. 2015-027, § 3, 6-23-15)

Sec. 4-37. Incorporation of State Statutes

Florida Statute violated. Such violations shall be subieg%/ in Section 4-3'14‘%/{{22}/0therwise provided by
law. y “ >
; o
b
~ *,
_ _ g
\VY
e %///
_ . :
S B W
BN a4 D

\

§
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_ ORDINANCE NO. 2026-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS QF
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, REPEALING PALM BEACH
COUNTY CODE, CHAPTER 4, CODIFYING ORDINANCE 98-22, AS
AMENDED BY ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004,
2009-019, 2011-005, 2015-027, and 2016-045, “THE PALM BEACH
COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL ORDINANCE”; AND
ADOPTING A NEW PALM BEACH COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND
CONTROL ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR A SHORT TITLE;
APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR
FEMALES IN HEAT; PROVIDING FOR DOG AND CAT CONTROL;
PROVIDING FOR ANIMALS CREATING NUISANCES; PROVIDING
FOR{SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION/ANIMALS AS PRIZES;
PROVIDING FOR INJURED ANIMALS, ACTION REQUIRED;
PROVIDING FOR  KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS;
PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL WASTE; AMENDING SECTION 4-10
RABIES VACCINATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 4-11 DOG AND CAT
RABIES/LICENSE TAGS; PROVIDING FOR REDEMPTION AND
ADOPTION; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION FEES AND STERILIZATION
REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS AND CATS; PROVIDING FOR RECORDS;
PROVIDING FOR HUMANE EDUCATION; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL
BITES AND QUARANTINING; RABIES CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR
GUARD DOGS; PROVIDING FOR EVICTIONS, INCARCERATIONS,
COMMUNITY SERVICE  ADJUDICATIONS, AND OTHER
INVOLUNTARY OCCURRENCES; EFFECT ON ANIMALS:; PROVIDING
FOR DISPOSAL OF BODIES OF DEAD ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR
LIVESTOCK; PROVIDING FOR NUMBER OF ANIMALS; ACREAGE
RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT; PROVIDING -FOR
KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT, COMMERCIAL BREEDER, PET
DEALER, PET SHOP, GROOMING PARLOR, AND COMMERCIAL
STABLE PERMIT; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL CARE; MANNER OF
KEEPING; PROVIDING FOR DOGS AND CATS OFFERED FOR SALE;
HEALTH REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL AGENCIES;
PROVIDING FOR AGGRESSIVE DOGS AND DANGEROUS DOGS;
PROVIDING FOR STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR DOGS AND CATS,
PROVIDING FOR HOBBY BREEDER PERMITS; PROVIDING FOR
-SPECIAL MASTER HEARINGS; PROVIDING FOR INTERFERENCE
WITH ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT;
PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR FIRST OFFENDERS COURSE;
PROVIDING FOR COMMUNITY CATS; PROVIDING FOR ELECTRONIC
ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION DEVICE IMPLANTATION (EAID) FOR ALL
CATS; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION OF STATE STATUTES;
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING
FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES;
PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY;
PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

'WHEREAS, Section 125.01, Florida Statutes, authorizes the Board of County
Commissioners of Palm Beach County to adopt ordinances to protect the health, safety, and
wélfare of the citizens and animals of Palm Beach County; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to its authority, the Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”)
enacted Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance 98-22, as amended

(“Ordinance”); and

Attachment 3.
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WHEREAS, the Ordinance has not been revised in approximately ten years, and it is
necessary to make changes fo reflect statutory changes and to make other changes to protect the
health, safety, and welfare of the citizens and animals of Palm Beach County; and

WHEREAS, illegal dog breeding occurring in unlicensed Facilities with an emphasis on
profit over animal welfare has caused state-wide overcrowding in rescues and shelters; and

WHEREAS, because of the lack of proper animal husbandry practices at many of these
Facilities, animals born and raised there are more likely to suffer from health, social, and
temperament problems that result in costly treatment or even death; and

WHEREAS, the lack of health certificates accompanying importations of rescued
animals from out of state puts both the pet population and the livestock population in Florida at
risk of introduced diseases; and

WHEREAS, those diseases could impact the vital agricultural resources in Florida in
addition to the pets of unsuspecting families; and

WHEREAS, cha:pges to Florida Statutes have greatly impacted the investigation and
prosecution of animal crimes; and

WHEREAS, the Ordinance has been amended numerous times and it is necessary to
repeal and replace the ordinance in its entirety to consolidate all amendments into a single,
consistent document.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL.ORIDA, that:

Section 1. Short Title; applicability.

(a) This chapter shall be designated and may be cited as the "Palm Beach County Animal
Care and Control Ordinance."

(b) The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable to the incorporated and unincorporated
areas of Palm Beach Cdunty except to the extent of a conflict with a municipal ordinance. Unless
otherwise provided, nothing in this chapter shall be construed to relieve any person from
compliance with any applicable county or municipal regulations.

Section 2, Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations
shall have the meaning given herein. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the
present tense include the future, words in the plural number include the singular number, words

in the singular number include the plural number, and the use of any gender shall be applicable

2
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to all genders whenever the sense requires. The words "shall” and "will" are mandatory, and the

word "may" is permissive. Words not defined shall be given their common and ordinary meaning,

Adoption means the transfer of ownership of an unwanted, abandoned, abused or stray
animal by a shelter, humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal
rescue organization to an adoptive owner. The term adoption does not include the sale of
an animal for profit.

Advertising shall mean any statement made in connection with the solicitation of an
animal service, animal business, and/or the sale of an animal and includes without
limitation, statements and representations made in a newspaper or other publication, on
the radio, television, or internet or contained in any notice, handbill, business card, sign,
catalog, billboard, brochure, poster or letter.

Aggressive dog shall mean any dog that according to the records of the Division has
severely mjured or killed a domestic animal while off property that is exclusive to the
owner.

Animal shall mean any living vertebrate or sentient invertebrate, other than a human
being.

Animal control officer/code enforcement officer shall mean any person employed by the
County whose duty it is to enforce codes and ordinances pursuant to Florida Statutes, §
162.21, and including County animal care and control ordinances and as defined in
Florida Statutes, § 828.27(1)(b) and other applicable State laws.

Animal establishment shall mean a kennel, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop,
grooming parlor, mobile grooming unit, excess animal habitat, commercial stable, or
training establishment operating in Palm Beach County.

Animal rescue organization shall mean an incorporated organization that has a nonprofit
status with the Internal Revenue Service for which the central purpose is sheltering,
adopting, fostering, providing rescue or old age homes for dogs and/or cats, or TNVR for
cats. The term “rescue” shall include legally receiving dogs and/or cats from shelters or
owners and providing medical or behavioral rehabilitation and care, as needed, for
placement into new homes.

Authorized veterinarian/clinic shall mean any person licensed or permitted to practice

veterinary medicine under the laws of the State and such person shall have had no
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previous incidents where money collected from the sale of rabies/license tags has been
used/handled inappropriately or illegally.

Board shall mean the Board of County Commissioners of the County.

Breeding shall mean sexual intercourse or artificial insemination of an animal, the result
of which may be offspring.

Carrier shall mean the operator of any airline, railroad, motor carrier, shipping line, or
other enterprise that is engaged in the business of transporting any animals for hire.
Class A breeder shall mean a person who holds a class A license issued by the United
States Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq., and regulations
promulgated thereunder.

Class B dealer shall mean a person who holds a class B license issued by the United
States Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq., and regulations
promulgated thereunder.

Commercial breeder shall mean any person who engages in the sale or breeding of more
than two (2) litters of dogs or cats or twenty (20) dogs or cats, whichever is greater, per
one-year period.

Commercial trapper shall mean any person or business receiving compensation for
trapping animals.

Community cat shall mean any un-owned free-roaming cat that has been sterilized,
vaccinated against rabies, ear-tipped, implanted with an EAID and returned to field and
may be cared for by one (1) or more residents of the immediate area who is/are known or
unknown.

Community cat caregiver shall mean a person who provides food, water and/or other care
for one (1) or more community cats but who does not own, harbor, keep or have custody,
control or charge of such cats.

County shall mean the incorporated and unincorporated areas of the County.

Dangerous dog shall mean a dog that according to the records of the Division, meets at
least one (1) of the following:

(1) Has aggressively bitten, attacked, endangered or has inflicted severe injury on a
human being on public or private property.

(2)  Has more than once severely injured or killed a domestic animal while off the

owner's property.
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(3)  Has been used primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting or is a dog
trained for dog fighting.

(4)  Has, when unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the streets,
sidewalks, or any public grounds in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack,
provided that such actions are attested to in a sworn statement by one (1) or more persons
and dutifully investigated by the Division. For the purpose of this definition, an act is
unprovoked if it was not caused by anything the person who is chased or approached in
a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack has done.

Director shall mean the Director of the Palm Beach County Division of Animal Care and
Control.

Domestic animal shall mean any equine or bovine animal, goat, sheep, swine, domestic
cat (any cat in the Felis catus family regardless of ownership status), dog, poultry, ostrich,
emu, rhea, or other domesticated beast or bird, including but not limited to, domestic
fowl.

Division shall mean the Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control Division.
Electronic animal identification device (EAID) shall mean a microchip with a frequency
used and approved by the Division.

Ear-tipping shall means removing approximately a quarter-inch off the tip of a cat's left
ear while the cat is anesthetized. An ear-tip on the left ear shall be presumptive evidence
that a cat has been vaccinated against rabies, implanted with an EAID, sterilized and
returned to the freld.

Excess animal habitat shall mean any property measuring two and one-half (2.5) acres or
more on which the maximum number of thirty (30) dogs and cats has been exceeded and
for which a permit has been issued by the Division.

Exotic animal shall mean non-native species and wildlife species that are regulated by the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

Finally determined shall mean a determination of a federal agency where all rights to
challenge such determination at available administrative tribunals and courts of law have
been exhausted or the time period within which such challenge may be filed has expired.
Free-roaming shall mean any cat outdoors regardless of the cat's appearance, behavior,

or ownership status.
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Grooming establishment shall mean any place of business (stationary or mobile) which
accepts private pets for bathing, clipping, dipping, pedicuring, or other related services
(not to include breeding, dentistry or overnight boarding).

Guard dog sﬁall mean any type of dog used for the purpose of defending, patrolling or
protecting property or life at any nonresidential establishment or which resides on the
nonresidential property. The term "guard dog" shall exclude any stock dogs used
primarily for handling and controlling livestock or farm animals.

Guard dog service shall mean any person, business, or corporation that trains, sells, rents,
or leases guard dogs for the purpose of defending, patrolling, or protecting property or
life at any nonresidential establishment in Palm Beach County.

Harborer or caregiver shall mean any person who provides care, shelter, protection,
refuge, or nourishment to an animal or undertakes the responsibility to do so.

Hobby breeder shall mean any person who intentionally causes or allows the breeding or
studding of a dog or a cat or engages in the breeding of up to two (2) litters of dogs or
cats or nineteen (19) dogs or cats per household or premises per one-year period.
Humane society shall mean an incorporated organization that has a nonprofit status with
the Internal Revenue Service for which the central purpose is to provide for the protection
of animals. A humane society operates from a business facility on appropriately zoned
property and has advertised and set hours for public access.

Humane trap shall mean any device used for capturing an animal without inflicting
injury, pain or suffering and which provides adequate ventilation for the trapped animal.
Snares, leg traps or similar devices are considered inhumane and shall not be used.
fllegal breeder shall mean any person who intentionally or unintentionally causes or
allows the breeding or studding of a dog or a cat or engages in such without an approved
Hobby Breeder license.

Impoundment shall mean confinement at a shelter or approved stray holding facility, or
the taking or picking up and confining of an animal by an officer under the provisions of
this chapter.

Intermediate handler shall means any person (other than a dealer, research facility,
exhibitor, any person excluded from the definition of a dealer, research facility, or

exhibitor, an operator of an auction sale, or a carrier as defined in 9 CFR § 1.1), who is
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engaged in any business in which he/she receives custody of animals in connection with
their transportation in commerce.

Kennel shall mean any place of business for hire at which dogs or cats are kept for
boarding or limited pet boarding, training, or daycare.

Livestock shall mean all animals of the equine, bovine, or swine class, including goats,
sheep, mules, horses, hogs, cattle, ostriches, and other grazing animals.

Major violation shall mean a violation including any one (1) of the following:

(1 A violation of section 4-23(a), Animal Care; manner of keeping, other than a
violation requiring immediate veterinary care as provided in section 4-23(b)(11)e.,
Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, grooming parlor,
and commercial stable permits.

(2)  Failure to ensure that animals offered for sale are vaccinated with required
vaccines as required by this chapter.

3) Offering an animal for sale without maintaining all properly completed OCVT's
pertaining to the animal, which contain records for only one (1) animal, as required by
this chapter.

(4) Failure to have an animal examined by a veterinarian and tested by a veterinarian
as provided in section 4-22(i)(1), Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet
dealer, pet shop, grooming parlor, and commercial stable permits.

(5.) Falsifying records required to be maintained or provided to the County or
consumers under this chapter.

(6) A violation of section 4-22(n), Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial
breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, grooming parlor, and commercial stable permits.

(7) Failure to properly isolate or quarantine an animal with a known or suspected
communicable animal-to-human or animal-to-animal disease.

(8)  Failure to comply with minimum requirements concerning physical facilities,
animal cages, enclosures, housing, or shelter or tethering in violation of this chapter.

{9) A violation involving a dog or cat transported or offered for sale prior to eight (8)
weeks of age or imported in violation of this chapter.

(10)  Failure to provide required disclosures to a consumer.

(11)  Failure to comply with warranty requirements for dogs and cats offered for sale.

(12)  Failure to follow cleaning requirements set forth in this chapter.

7
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Minor violation shall mean a violation that is readily correctible including any one (1) of
the following:

(1) Any violation involving recordkeeping or signage that is not listed as a major
violation.

2) Failure to timely provide records to the Division.

3) Failure to microchip an animal as required by this chapter.

(4 Failure to make a record available to an inspector upon request.

(5) A violation involving an animal escaping from the premises of the permitted
facility.

Olfficial certificate of veterinary inspection shall mean a legible certificate of veterinary
inspection which has been issued by the State Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services and signed by the examining veterinarian licensed by the State and accredited
by the United States Department of Agriculture.

Owner shall mean any person, firm, corporation, organization, humane society, public or
private nonprofit organization, harborer, or caregiver, other than a community cat
caregiver, who owns, keeps, harbors, possesses, or has control or custody of an animal.
If the person purporting to own an animal is a minor as defined by the Florida Statutes,
the minor's parent(s) or legal guardian shall be deemed the owner of an animal for the
purposes of this chapter.

Person shall mean any natural person, society, firm, corporation, partnership, association,
humane society, public or private nonprofit organization, other legal entity, public or
private institution, municipal corporation, unit of local government or other business unit
and every officer, agent, or employee of such business unit. If the person is a minor as
defined by the Florida Statutes, the minor's parent(s) or legal guardian shall be deemed
the owner of an animal for the purposes of this chapter.

Pet dealer shall mean any person who, in commerce, for compensation or profit engages
in the sale of a dog(s) or cat(s) for use as a pet but who does not engage in breeding dogs
or cats. This definition excludes humane societies, private animal nonprofit organizations,
animal rescue organizations and shelters.

Pet shop shall be held to include any place of business where pet/companion animals
(including small animals intended for use as reptile food) are kept for retail or wholesale

purchase. Excluded are those animals regulated and controlled by the State Fish and

8
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Wildlife Conservation Commission. This definition excludes humane societies, private
animal nonprofit organizations, animal rescue organizations and shelters.

Police work dog shall mean any dog owned by any State, County or municipal police
department or any State or Federal law enforcement agency which has been trained to aid
law enforcement officers and is actually being used for police work purposes.

Premises shall mean any parcel of land and the structures thereon.

Proper enclosure shall mean, while on the owner’s property, a dog is securely confined
indoors or in a securely enclosed and locked pen or structure, suitable to prevent the entry
of young children and designed to prevent the dog from escaping. The pen or structure
must have secure sides and a secure top to prevent the dog from escaping over, under, or
through the structure and must also provide protection from the elements.

Psittacine bird means any member of the Psittacidae family of birds including but not
limited to parrots, parakeets, and macaws.

Public road shall mean any street, sidewalk, alley, highway or other way open to travel
by the public, including rights-of-way, bridges, common ground, easements and tunnels.
Quarantine shall mean the strict confinement, isolation and observation of an animal
suspected of having rabies or any other infectious zoonotic disease.

Quarterly basis means the calendar quarters ending March 31, June 30, September 30,
and December 31 each calendar year.

Return to field shall mean return to the place of origin, the vicinity of the place of origin
or, as a last resort, to an alternative location if all reasonable options of return to the place
of origin have been exhausted. This may be done by the Division, a non-profit animal
welfare organization, or an individual on behalf of the Division and/or with the
permission of the Division.

Secure enclosure shall mean a locked pen or structure constructed to prevent an animal
from escaping over, under or through the enclosure. The enclosure shall have secure sides
and a top.

Service animal shall mean any dog that is individually trained to do work or perform tasks
for the benefit of an individual with a disability as defined in the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. 12102, and 28 C.F.R. 35.104, as may be amended

from time to time.



308

309

310

311

312

313

314

315

316

317

318

319

320

321

323

324

325

326

327

328

329

331

332

333

334

335

336

337

338

339

Severe injury shall mean any physical injury that results in broken bones, multiple bites
or disfiguring punctures/lacerations requiring sutures or reconstructive surgery.

Shelter shall mean a governmentally operated animal care and control facility.

Stable, commercial shall mean those premises where:

(1) More than four (4) equines are kept which do not belong to the owner or operator

- of the premises; or

(2) Equines are kept for boarding, pasturing, breeding, riding, training, riding lessons,
resale or rearing, and for which advertising is used to promote such activities.
"Advertising" shall mean any written statement (excluding real property leasehold
arrangements) made in connection with the solicitation of such businesses and includes
without limitation, statements and representations made in a newspaper or other
publication, or on radio or television or contained in any notice, handbill, business card,
sign, catalog, billboard, brochure, poster or letter.

Stable, private shall mean those premises where up to four (4) equines are kept which do
not belong to the owner or occupant of the premises.

Sterilization shall mean rendering an animal permanently incapable of reproduction by
surgical or permanent chemical alteration, implantation of a device or other physical
means, or because of physiological sterility, but only where sterilization has been certified
by a veterinanan licensed in any state. The term sterilization is equivalent to the term
spay for female animals or neuter for male animals.

Sterilized shall refer to an animal permanently incapable of reproduction.

Stray (noun) shall mean any animal that does not appear, upon reasonable inquiry, to have
an owner.

Stray holding partner shall mean an animal rescue organization, humane society, or
private animal nonprofit organization approved by the Director to hold dogs and cats
during the stray hold period provided for in Section 4-12 and to return such animals to
their owners or make such animals available for adoption in accordance with this chapter
and any rules adopted by the Director to implement the stray hold partner program.
TNVR, also known as Trap, Neuter (sterilize), Vaccinate, Return, shall mean a program
whereby an un-owned free-roaming cat is humanely trapped, sterilized, implanted with
an EAID, vaccinated against the threat of rabies, ear-tipped and returned to field.

Unaltered shall mean an animal that has not been sterilized.

10
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Unprovoked shall mean carried out without cause or reason. For the purpose of this
chapter, an act 1s "unprovoked" if not instigated by the victim, whether the victim is a

person or domestic animal.

Section 3. Females in heat.

The owner or keeper of a female dog or cat in heat (estrus) shall humanely and securely confine

such dog or cat indoors or in an enclosed and locked pen or structure to prevent the entry of a

male dog or cat and to prevent the female in heat from escaping. The only exception to this

section is controlled and intentional breeding after acquisition of either a Hobby breeder or

Commercial breeder permit.

Section 4. Dog and cat control.

(@)

(b)

Dogs. 1t shall be unlawful for any dog to be off the owner's property (which property is
exclusive to the owner) unless the dog is under the restraint or contro! of a person by means
of a leash or other device such as a cage, crate or vehicle in accordance with séction 4-23,
Animal care; manner of keeping. Dogs shall be exempted from the provisions of this

subsection when:
(1) Being used by law enforcement to perform law enforcement services;

(2) Performing services as a service animal, when necessary to be off leash to perform such

services;

(3) Within a public space designated for dogs to be off-leash such as a dog park or public
beach that allows dogs, provided the handler adheres to all rules instituted for such

space; or

(4) Engaged in herding, hunting, registered field trials, obedience trials or an American
Kennel Club or other similarly recognized show or competition and on property that

they are lawfully permitted to be on.

A fine schedule for violations of this section shall be established by the Board by resolution.
As a means to encourage owners to sterilize dogs, the following additional procedure has
been implemented: When a first offense citation is issued to an owner of an unsterilized dog
for violating paragraph (a) above, the Division is authorized to hold the citation for fifteen
(15) calendar days, allowing time for the owner to have said dog sterilized. If proof of
sterilization is presented to the Division in this time period, the citation shall not be processed

through the County court system, thus waiving the citation fine for the owner. If the Division
11
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(@)

(e)

is not presented proof of sterilization within fifteen (15) calendar days, the citation will be

processed.

Any dog found off the owner's property in violation of this section may be impounded by
the Division and held for possible redemption in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption

and adoption.

Any dog or cat that has bitten, attacked or threatened to bite or attack a human being or
domestic animal while off the owner's property (which property is exclusive to the owner)
may be impounded by the Division and held for possible redemption in accordance with
section 4-12, Redemption and adoption. Such dog or cat may be removed from the owner's

property and impounded unless confined in a humane manner.

Any violation of this section that results in a human being or another domestic animal being

injured and/or a vehicle accident, may result in a citation being issued with an enhanced

penalty.

Section 5. Animals creating nuisances.

(a)

(b)

The owner having control or custody of any dog, cat or psittacine bird that:

(1) Habitually barks, whines, howls, squawks or causes other objectionable oral noise
resulting in a serious annoyance to a reasonable person, shall be deemed to be

committing an act in violation of this section; or

(2) Disturbs the peace by habitually or repeatedly destroying, desecrating or soiling
public or private property, chasing persons, livestock, cars or other vehicles, running
at large, or other behavior that interferes with the reasonable use and enjoyment of

the property, shall constitute a public nuisance.

An animal control officer shall investigate an alleged violation of this section upon the
receipt of two (2) sworn affidavits of complaint provided by the Division, signed by two
(2) unrelated County residents living in separate dwellings no more than 1000 feet from
the alleged violation. For the enforcement of paragraph (a)(2) herein, one (1) of the
affidavits may be provided by a person who works for a recognized business or agency
that regularly or frequently provides service in the close vicinity of the alleged violation.

The affidavit shall specify the address or location of the alleged violation, the nature, time

12
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and date(s) of the act, the name and address of the owner or custodian, if known, and a

description of the animal, if known.

An animal control officer, upon the receipt of two (2) sworn affidavits of complaint as
provided for in paragraph (b) herein, may issue a citation to the owner or custodian of any

animal alleged to be in violation of this section.

(1) Prior to enforcement action being taken, the animal control officer will mail a
warning letter to the address where tl-le animal resides. If the issue involves
nuisance noise, the owner will be given 30 days to resolve the nuisance,
however for all other forms of nuisance, the expectation shall be immediate

correction.

(2) If nuisance noise violations persist and are reported to the Division by the
affiants between 31-90 days following the issuance of a warning letter, the letter
will be deemed ineffective and a 1% offense citation will be issued based on the

original affidavits.

(3) If continued nuisance noise violations are not reported until after 90 days of the
issuance of a violation letter, new affidavits will be required to support the new

time period, and a 1 offense citation will then be issued.

(4) Following the issuance of any citation for nuisance noise violations, the pet owner
shall correct the violation immediately. If the issue is not corrected, the affected
parties will be required to submit new affidavits, for the new time period, and

additional citations will be issued.

Section 6. Scientific experimentation/animals as prizes.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, organization or corporation to deliver, sell,
offer or give any animal to any person, firm, organization or corporation for scientific

experimentation which involves any cruel or inhumane treatment.

(b} It shall be unlawful for the Division to deliver, sell, offer or give any live animal to any

person, firm, organization or corporation for scientific experimentation.

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, organization or corporation to conduct

scientific experimentation on animals which involves any cruel or inhumane treatment.
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(d) It shall be unlawful for any person or organization whether for profit, nonprofit, charity
or any other purpose to offer an animal as a prize in response to participation in a game,

contest, ratfle, drawing of chance or any other similar event.

Section 7. Injured animals, action required.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person injuring any animal by any means, to fail to notify
immediately the owner of the animal, the Division, or the appropriate police
department if in an incorporated municipality, or the sheriff's office if in an

unincorporated area.

(b) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any injured animal to fail to provide veterinary
care for that animal. Over the counter medications and holistic remedies may not be
considered sufficient for the injuries sustained, unless directed by a Veterinarian

licensed to practice in the state of Florida.

Section 8. Keeping/adopting stray animals.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person in the County to harbor or keep any stray or
apparently lost animal unless he/she has notified the Division within twenty-four (24)
hours from the time such animal came into his/her possession. Legal notification to the
Division shall include effective communication with the Division’s Lost and Found

Coordinators and/or by properly using the Division’s online Lost and Found portal.

(b) The Division, at its sole discretion, may permit a person who possesses a stray, or
apparently lost animal, to keep the animal during the redemption period provided for in
Section 4-12, Redemption and Adoption, provided that such person complies with all

of the following:

(1) Within 48 hours, take the found stray animal to the Division, other authorized stray
holding partner, or veterinary office to be scanned for an electronic animal identification
device (EAID) and checked for a tattoo. Proof must be presented to the Division that

these requirements have been met.

(2) Within 48 hours, provide the Division with clear identifying color photographs showing
the animal from a side view and a front view. Each photograph must be of sufficient
quality for an owner to clearly recognize the animal (if electronic a minimum of 1280 x

960 pixels).

14



460

461

462

463

464

465

466

467

468

469

470

471

472

473

474

475

476

477

478

479

480

481

482

483

484

485

486

487

488

489
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If the animal is or becomes injured or sick the person in possession of the animal shall
obtain necessary veterinary care for the animal or bring the animal to the Division so
that appropriate care may be provided. If the animal is brought to the Division for
veterinary care, the Division will determine whether the animal may be returned to said

PeTsSo.

Relinquish the animal to the Division for return to its owner after proof of ownership

has been demonsirated and/or to the Division upon request for any reason.

A person who finds or cares for a stray or apparently lost animal who wishes to adopt
the animal, after the above process has been followed and no owner has come forward,

must:

Submit an application to the Division and pay any applicable fees;
Obtain a rabies inoculation and County tag for the animal, if applicable;
Have the animal sterilized; and

Have the animal implanted with an electronic animal identification device (EAID).

A prospective adopter, at his/her option and expense, may make an appointment at the

Division to secure the above-cited services or may secure these services through a
private veterinarian. If a dog or cat is adopted prior to sterilization, the adopter shall
enter into a consent agreement between the Director or designee and the adopter
guaranteeing that sterilization will be performed within 30 days of adoption and pay a
deposit in accordance with Section 823.15, Florida Statutes. The deposit will be
refunded upon the Division’s receipt of evidence from the veterinarian performing the
sterilization that the dog or cat has been sterilized. The requirements herein must be
secured within thirty (30) calendar days after the Division approves the adoption
application. Extensions may be granted by the Division for reasonable requests. Any
deviation from these adoption requirements by the potential adopter will void the

adoption, in which case the animal must be immediately relinquished to the Division.

At its discretion, the Division may refuse an adoption of an animal if it is determined that

the adoption is not in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and general
welfare of the public. Factors to be considered may include those factors set forth in

section 4-12(d), Redemption and adoption, of this chapter.
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Section 9. Animal waste.

The owner of every dog and cat shall be responsible for the removal of any feces deposited

by his/her animal on public property, public walks, public beaches, recreation areas,

common areas, or private property of others.

Section 10. Rabies vaccinations.

(®)

(b)

()

(d)

(o)

Every person who is the owner of any dog, or cat, or ferret shall have such animal
vaccinated against rabies with a vaccine approved by the United States Department of
Agriculture in accordance with F.S. § 828.30. The duration of the vaccination shall be
according to the approved label accompanying the vaccine as it applies to the particular

species and age of the dog, or cat, or ferret.

Every person who visits the County with any dog or cat for a period of thirty (30)
calendar days or less shall be deemed in compliance with this section by furnishing a
current, valid certificate of rabies vaccination issued in accordance with the laws of the
jurisdiction in which they permanently reside. Dogs and cats without a current
certificate of rabies vaccination must receive a rabies inoculation and be issued a County

vaccination certificate.

Every dog or cat that is relocated to the County for a period of more than thirty (30)
calendar days, must have a current valid certificate of rabies vaccination. The
information contained on that certificate must be substantially the same as the County
rabies vaccination certificate or the dog and/or cat owner must secure a rabies

vaccination and a County certificate of vaccination.

Evidence of a rabies vaccination shall consist of a fully completed County rabies
vaccination certificate signed by the veterinarian administering the vaccine. The
Division shall provide the certificates to be used by the veterinarians. One (1) copy of
the certificate shall be retained by the veterinarian for at least one (1) year after the
vaccination expires and the other copies shall be distributed by the veterinarian to the

owner and animal care and control as directed by the Division.

As a means to encourage owners to vaccinate their dogs and cats against rabies: When
a first offense citation is issued to an owner of an unvaccinated dog or cat the Division
1s authorized to hold the citation for fifteen (15) calendar days, allowing time for the

owner to have said dog or cat vaccinated. If proof of vaccination is presented to the
16
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Division within this time period, the citation will be administratively dismissed by the
Division. If the Division is not presented proof of vaccination within fifteen (15)

calendar days, the citation will be processed.

Section 11. Dog and cat rabies/license tags.

(a) Dogs and cats.

(1)  Every person who is the owner of any dog or cat four (4) months of age or older
shall secure from the Division or an authorized veterinarian/clinic a rabies/license tag
in accordance with the schedule in subsection (a)(6). The Division shall provide suitable

tags for sale through authorized veterinarians/clinics.

(2)  No rabies/license tag shall be issued or renewed until evidence of vaccination for
rabies by a licensed veterinarian has been presented. Upon vaccinating a dog or cat
against rabies, authorized veterinarians/clinics shall have available for purchase by the
owner, a County rabies/license tag. The rabies/license tag shall be valid for one of the
following: one (1) year from the date of vaccination and must be renewed annually if
the rabies vaccination is only approved for one (1) year; three (3) years from the date of
vaccination and must be renewed every three (3) years if the rabies vaccination is
approved for three (3) years; or a lifetime if the pet receives a three (3) year vaccination
and maintains current rabies vaccinations for the pet’s lifetime with proof sent to the
Division within 30 days of each vaccination date and the pet has a microchip (EAID)
registered with the Division. No rabies/license tag shall be valid after the expiration of

the rabies vaccination, regardless of the date of issuance.

3) Failure to secure and purchase a new license tag within thirty (30) calendar days
after the previous tag expires will result in a late penalty. The Board is hereby authorized
to establish by resolution the cost for the late penalty. Failure to secure and purchase a
new license tag within 30 days after a three (3) year vaccination or to comply with all

conditions set forth in Section 4-11(2) will result in the loss of the lifetime tag option.

(4)  All dogs shall be required to wear a valid County license tag. The license tag shall
be securely fastened about the dog's neck by a collar, harness or other substantial device
so as to be clearly visible at all times. Dogs housed in a secure enclosure may be exempt
from wearing the required license tag while kept in the enclosure, as long as the tag is

securely fastened to a collar/harness and that device is attached to the enclosure. Dogs
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participating in a registered field trial, obedience trial, conformation show and/or match

are not required to wear such tags during the time of the event.

(5 All cats, other than community cats, shall be required to wear a valid County
[icense tag. The license tag shall be securely fastened around the cat's neck by a collar,
harness or other substantial device so as to be clearly visible at all times. Cats, other
than community cats, may be exempt from wearing the required license tag while kept
in a secure enclosure as long as the tag is securely attached to the enclosure or while

within the owner's residence as long as the tag is provided to an officer upon request.

(6) Every person who owns a dog or cat in the County shall be required to secure a

dog or cat rabies/license tag pursuant to the following schedule:

a.  On or before the date a dog or cat is four (4) months of age;

b.  Within thirty (30) calendar days of acquiring a dog or cat; or

c.  Within thirty (30) calendar days after a dog or cat enters the County.

(7) All authorized veterinarians/clinics shall have County rabies/license tags
available for purchase by dog or cat owners or their agents who present evidence to the
veterinarian that the dog or cat has been vaccinated against rabies pursuant to section 4-
10, Rabies vaccinations. For a one-year or three-year vaccination, the effective date of
the license tag shall be the date on which the dog or cat was last vaccinated against
rabies. Persons purchasing lifetime tags are responsible for sending in proof of current
rabies vaccination within thirty (30) calendar days of each vaccination to the Division

to maintain the lifetime tag. Failure to do so will result in the loss of the lifetime tag.

t)) Active law enforcement dogs that are currently owned by a Federal, State, County,

or Municipal law enforcement agency are exempt from county license tag requirements.

9] In the event that a licensed veterinarian has determined that a rabies vaccination
would endanger an animal’s health because of age, infirmity, disability, illness, or other
medical considerations, that animal will be exempt for the license tag requirement.
However, such animal must be vaccinated against rabies and obtain a license tag as soon

as its health permits.

(b) All authorized veterinarians/clinics and authorized representatives shall remit payment

for rabies/license tags sold according to procedures established by the Division. All
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(©

authorized veterinarians/clinics and representatives are encouraged to issue one (1)
business check monthly for rabies/license tags sold. Failure to follow the procedures
established by the Division will result in the requirement that a business check from the
authorized entity be issued to the Division on a monthly basis. A monthly rabies/license
tag report form for purposes of tabulating tags sold and amount owed shall be supplied

by the Division.

Schedule of fees and payments. The Board is hereby authorized to establish by

resolution:
(1) A schedule of fees for all license tags.

(2) A schedule of payments or handling fees to authorized veterinarians/clinics and

representatives who participate in the sale of dog and cat license tags.

(d) General license tag requirements for dogs and cats.

(e)

(1)  The address of the owner shall be presumed to be the abode of the dog or cat. All
changes of address must be reported to the Division within thirty (30) calendar days

following such change.

(2) Any changes of ownership of any dog or cat, be it by sale, transfer or otherwise,
shall be reported in writing to the Division by the new owner within thirty (30) calendar

days after ownership changes.

As a means to encourage owners to license their dogs and cats: When a first offense
citation is issued to an owner of an unlicensed dog or cat, the Division is authorized to
hold the citation for fifteen (15) calendar days, allowing time for the owner to have said
dog or cat licensed. If proof of licensure is presented to the Division within this time
period, the citation will be administratively dismissed by the Division. If the Division
is not presented with proof of licensure within fifteen (15} calendar days, the citation

will be processed.

Section 12. Redemption and adoption.

(@)

Cats with an identified owner and dogs. All cats with an identified owner and dogs that
have been impounded at the Division or at a stray holding partner site shall be held for
redemption by thé owner for 72 hours that the Division or stray holding partner is open

for public access. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if a cat with an identified owner or
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(b)

dog is so injured or diseased as to appear to be suffering and it reasonably appears that
such cat with an identified owner or dog is imminently near death or cannot be cured or
rendered fit for service and the Division makes a reasonable and concerted, but
unsuccessful, effort to locate the owner of the cat with an identified owner or dog or the
owner's agent, then the Division, acting in good faith and upon reasonable belief, may
humanely euthanize the cat with an identified owner or dog upon the advice of the
Division's veterinarian. If the Division locates the owner or the owner's agent, the
Division shall notify him or her of said cat’s, or dog's location and condition and such
person shall either immediately redeem and provide care for the cat or dog or relinquish
the cat or dog to the Division. The Division shall be required to attempt to contact the
owner of any cat with an identified owner or dog impounded wearing a tag, exhibiting
a recognizable tattoo, or implanted with an electronic animal identification device
(EAID). Those cats with an identified owner or dogs not claimed within 72 hours (that
the Division or the stray holding partner is open for public access) by the owner shall
become the property of the County or the stray holding partner and may be placed for
adoption, transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization,
placed in foster care or disposed of in a humane manner. Impounded cats with an
identified owner or dogs that are infected with a contagious disease that poses a threat
to the animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may be immediately humanely
cuthanized. The provisions of this section do not apply to community cats, which are

addressed in section 4-35, Community cats.

Cats without identification. All cats without identification such as a tag, a recognizable
tattoo or EAID that are impounded by the Division will be immediately processed for
adoption, returned to field, transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit
organization or placed in foster care. Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever such cat
is injured or diseased and appears to be suffering and it reasonably appears that such cat
cannot be expeditiously cured, then the Division, acting in good faith and upon
reasonable belief, may humanely euthanize the cat upon the advice of a veterinarian.
Cats impounded under this subsection that are infected with a contagious disease that
poses a significant threat to the animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may be
immediately humanely euthanized. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit

the Division from humanely euthanizing any cat that is irremediably suffering.
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(c) Exotic animals. Any exotic animal that is impounded and believed to be an escaped pet,
will be held for purposes of redemption for 72 hours that the Division is open for public
access. If no owner has come forward during such time, the Division will permanently
place the animal with an appropriate organization or euthanize it, if appropriate to do so
depending on species and other factors. The Division reserves the right to immediately
euthanize any invasive species that is impounded, if it is not believed to have an owner.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, any other exotic species that may have specific permit
requirements for possession with other State or Federal agencies and that the Division
cannot satisfy, will immediately be transferred to appropriate facilities for disposition

or humanely euthanized.
(d) Impounded animals shall be released when the following conditions have been satisfied:

(1 Proof of ownership. Proof of ownership shall be established by way of a license
and rabies vaccination certificate, bill of sale, photograph, affidavits from neighbors, or
other reliable documentary evidence. The Division may also require a sworn statement
of ownership. Failure to provide satisfactory proof of ownership shall constitute grounds

for the Division to refuse to release an animal to a person claiming to be the owner.

(2) Rabies vaccination and license tag. No dog or cat shall be released from the
Division without a current rabies vaccination and license tag unless the Division's
veterinarian has determined that the vaccination would endanger the animal's health
because of age, infirmity, disability, illness or other medical considerations. Such
animal must be vaccinated against rabies as soon as its health permits. Notwithstanding
the foregoing, community cats must be vaccinated against rabies but are exempt from

the requirement to obtain a license tag.

(3) Electronic animal identification device (EAID). No dog or cat shall be released to
the owner unless it has been implanted with an electronic animal identification device
(EAID) at the owner's expense. No dog or cat shall be released for adoption unless it

has been implanted with an EAID.

4) Fees and costs. The owner of an impounded animal shall pay all impoundment
fees, daily boarding costs, medical expenses and other costs related to such
impoundment prior to release of the animal. These fees shall be established by the
Board. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the owner of an unaltered dog or cat agrees to
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have the animal spayed or neutered prior to release from the Division, the owner shall

pay the impoundment/redemption fee established by the Board for sterilized animals.

During overcrowding crisis periods at the shelter, the Division shall have the ability to

forgive some or all fees should the owner have a legitimate financial burden but is able

to prove provision of the appropriate care of the animal.

(¢) The Division shall have the authority to approve or decline the adoption or release of

any animal in its custody or responsibility. At its discretion, the Division may refuse an

adoption or the release of an animal if it 1s determined that the adoption or release is not

in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and general welfare of the public.

Factors to be considered may include, but are not limited to the following:

(1)
)
®)
(4)
()
(6)
(7)
(8)

)

Property and/or lease restrictions.

Insufficient personal identification or address verification.
Previous or cﬁrrent reported animal offenses or citations.
Failure to fulfill requirements of previous animal adoptions.
Number of animals presently owned.

Conditions under which the animal is to be housed.
Disposition/temperament of animal.

Observations and determination of field investigator.

Prior adjudication withheld on, plead nolo contendere, or convictions for of

animal cruelty or abuse (with or without inclusion on the Florida Department of Law

Enforcement’s database of documented “Aggravated Animal Cruelty” offenders),

sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or domestic violence. (10) Prior

removal of an animal for neglect or mistreatment under F.S. § 828.073.

(11)

Relinquishment of ownership of an animal(s) within the past year or history of

relinquishing ownership of animal(s} on more than one (1) occasion.

(12)

Outstanding fees, costs or fines owed to the Division.

(f) All unsterilized dogs or cats released by the Division to owners with an agreement that

the animal return for sterilization at a later time, must be brought back for sterilization

as agreed or sterilized by a private veterinarian within the time limits prescribed by the
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Division. Failure to sterilize any dog or cat as agreed at the time of redemption, will be

a violation of this section.

Section 13. Adoption fees and sterilization requirements for dogs and cats.

(@)

(b)

(©

The Division shall be responsible for sterilizing every dog and cat prior to release for
adoption except those dogs or cats that are a medical or surgical risk or that are
transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization that has agreed
to have the dog/cat sterilized prior to adoption or return to field. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, if an animal cannot be sterilized at the time of adoption due to a medical or
surgical risk, the adopter shall execute a written agreement guaranteeing that
sterilization will be performed within 30 days or prior to sexual maturity. The adopter
shall provide a sufficient deposit as authorized by the Board by resolution, which deposit
shall be refundable upon presentation to the Division of written evidence from the
veterinarian performing the sterilization that the animal has been sterilized. Failure by
the adopter to timely comply with the provisions of this paragraph shall result in the
deposit being forfeited to the Division and shall be a violation of this Chapter. Any legal
fees or court costs used for the enforcement of this paragraph are the responsibility of
the adopter. Upon the reﬁuest of a licensed veterinarian, and for a valid reason, the

Division may extend the time limit within which the animal must be sterilized.

A fee for adoption shall be set by the Board by resolution. No portion of the adoption

fee shall be refunded for sterilization performed by a private veterinarian.

Any transfer of ownership of an adopted animal shall not occur until such animal has

been sterilized and proof of sterilization has been provided to the Division.

Section 14. Records.

The Division shall keep records of the impoundment and disposition made of all animals

under the control of the Division and shall record the relevant dates, names and

addresses of persons to whom any animals are released.

Section 15. Humane education.

(a)

It is hereby considered to be a valid public purpose to educate the population of the

County concerning the law and the proper care and respect for animals. In accordance
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(b)

with this duty, the Division shall make adequate provision for conducting appropriate

educational programs.

In order to educate the population of the County concerning the law and the proper care
and respect for animals, the Division may prepare educational material that may be

provided to the public at no charge and post relevant information on its website.

Section 16. Animal bites and quarantining; rabies control.

(a)

(b)

(c)

A rabies control program, including the investigation of all reported animal bites, may
be carried out through a mutual agreement with the Florida Health Department using
the requirements of Florida Department of Health Rules and Regulation, Chapter 64 D-
3, Florida Administrative Code, and this chapter as a basis for enforcement and program

implementation.

Any dog, cat, or ferret without a current rabies vaccination that has bitten, is believed to
have bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of having rabies
shall be quarantined for rabies observation. The owner of such animal shall relinquish
control of the animal for the purpose of quarantine at a lécation approved by the
Division. The animal shall be quarantined at the owner's expense for a period of ten (10)
days from the date of the bite. It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to surrender any
such animal for rabies quarantine. Additionally, it shall be unlawful for any person to
fail to inform the Division of any such animal’s whereabouts if the owner has
relinquished possession of said animal or caused said animal to be taken from the

OWNEr's premises.

At the Division’s and/or the County Florida Health Department’s sole discretion, the
animal may be allowed to complete the quarantine while secured inside the owner’s
home, if the animal’s health could be compromised by completing the quarantine at the
Division, the owner can sufficiently confine the animal, and if allowing a home
quarantine will not pose a risk to public safety. Permission for a home quarantine may

be revoked at any time.

Any dog, cat, or ferret with a current documented rabies vaccination that has bitten, is
believed to have bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies may be quarantined
at home. The Division and/or the County Florida Health Department shall have the

authority to grant or deny permission for home quarantine privilege. If at any time
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(d)

(€)

®

during the quarantine period the Division determines that the owner of the animal is not
able to sufficiently confine the animal, the owner shall relinquish conirol of the animal
to the Division. The animal will be confined in the custody of the Division or at an
approved holding facility of a local veterinarian for the remainder of the quarantine

period at the owner's expense.

Any animal other than a dog, or cat, or ferret which has bitten, is believed to have bitten
or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of rabies shall be
relinquished into the cusfody of the Division by the owner pending a determination of

final disposition by the Florida Health Department.

It shall be unlawful for any person to feed or fail to take appropriate precautfons 1o

prevent unintentional feeding of any wild raccoon, fox or coyote.

The following fees shall be imposed, in amounts set forth by resolution of the Board,

for carrying out the rabies control program:

(1)  Animal bite coordinator fee. Owners whose animals have been reported to have
bitten any person, shall be charged a fee for the services of an animal bite coordinator.
The animal bite coordinator gathers all necessary information by telephone,
correspondence or records at the Division, to determine the vaccination status and
quarantine requirements for the animal. Such fee shall not be assessed in those instances
where the owner and the victim are the same, or within the immediate family or living

in the same household and the animal has a current rabies vaccination.

(2)  Field officer fee. Owners whose animals have been reported to have bitten any
person, shall be charged a fee, in addition to the Animal bite coordinator fee, when the
-animal bite coordinator conducts work, however is not able to obtain all necessary
information pursuant to section 4-16(h)(1) herein and an animal control officer is

dispatched to secure or obtain the required bite information.

(3)  Transportation fee. Owners whose animals have been reported to have bitten any
person and who are required to have such animal quarantined at an approved quarantine
facility, shall be charged a transportation fee when the situation requires transportation

by the Division.

(4) Quarantine release fee. At the end of each quarantine period for rabies

observation, owners whose animals have been reported to have bitten any person are
25



795
796
797
798
799

800

801
802
803
304

805

806
807
808

809

810

811

812

813
814
315

816

817
818

819

820

821

822

823

824

required to call the Division to verify that said animal is alive and healthy to assure that
it is free of rabies infection. A quarantine release fee shall only be charged when the
owner fails to call or the Division is unsuccessful at reaching the owner by phone within
forty-eight (48) hours following the expiration of the quarantine period, requiring an
animal control officer to be dispatched for the purpose of verifying that the animal is

alive and well.

%) Quarantine at the Division fee. Owners whose animals are quarantined at the
Division for a rabies quarantine shall be charged a quarantine fee, which shall be paid
by the owner at the beginning for the quarantine period. The owner shall be responsible
to pay for any medical care provided during the quarantine period at the conclusion of

the quarantine period.

(g) Except as provided in subsection (£)(5), an invoice reflecting fees imposed pursuant to
this section shall be sent to the owner of the animal. Payment shall be made by the owner
within thirty (30) days of receipt of said invoice. Unpaid fees may be sent to collections

or collected by any means available at law.

Section 17. Guard dogs.

(a) Guard dog permit.

(1) Any person seeking to operate a guard dog service or who owns a dog that such
person is seeking to use for the purpose of defending, patrolling or protecting property
or life at any nonresidential establishment in Palm Beach County shall obtain a guard

dog permit.

(2) A guard dog permit is valid for a period of twelve (12) months from the date of
issuance and must be renewed annually. Renewal applications for permits shall be made

at least thirty (30) days prior to expiration.
(3) A guard dog permit is not transferable, assignable, or refundable.
4) The guard dog permit fee shall be established by the Board by resolution.
(b) Obtaining a guard dog permit.

(1) A person seeking a guard dog permit shall apply to the Division on a form

approved by the Division.,
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(2) The permit application shall include but is not limited to the following

information:

a. The name, address and telephone number of the applicant and a

description of the location(s) at which guard dogs will be maintained;

b. A statement as to whether the applicant or any officer or employee of the
guard dog service has ever been charged or convicted of, had adjudication withheld on,
or plead nolo contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities
involving animals, child abuse, or domestic violence or has had a final judgment entered
against that person under Florida Statutes § 828.073 or any other statute prohibiting
animal neglect or mistreatment. Case names and numbers must be included in the

application;

c. The breed, sex, age, color(s), guard dog license tag number, and electronic
animal identification device (EAID) number of each dog that will be used as a guard

dog;,

d. If applicable, a complete list containing the name, address, and telephone
number of every customer procuring the use of a guard dog and the physical location of

every guard dog (identified by license tag number), if different than the customer's

address;

e. The name, address and telephone number of the applicant's
veterinarian(s);

f. The name, address and telephone number(s) of the person(s) responsible

for training and/or providing food, water, exercise and care to each guard dog; and

g. If applicable, proof of business tax receipt from the Palm Beach County

Tax Collector.

3 The permit applicant shall complete an application, supply all information
requested by the Division, and pay the applicable permit fee established by the Board
by resolution. No application shall be deemed complete and reviewable until the permit
fee is paid.

(4 Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30) days in order for applicants to

make corrections to meet minimum compliance specifications.
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(c) Permit demal, revocation, and suspension.

(1 By notice of adverse action, the Division may deny, revoke or suspend any permit

if it is determined by the Division that:

a.  There has been a material misstatement or misrepresentation in the permit
application or in any information or documents required to be maintained or provided

to the Division;

b.  The applicant/permit holder has been cited for at least two (2) violations of this

chapter within a one-year period, each resulting in the imposition of a fine;

c.  The applicant/permit holder has failed to pay a fine or to request a hearing in
County Court to answer the charges of a citation within thirty (30) days of issuance of
the citation;

d.  The applicant/permit holder, his/her employee, or an officer of the guard dog
service has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere
to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse,
domestic v.iolence, or has had a final judgment entered against him/her pursuant to

Florida Statutes § 828.073 or a comparable statute; or

e.  Ananimal under the care and responsibility of an applicant/permit holder has been
found to be in need of immediate veterinary care that, if not treated, would result in

suffering, pain or death.

f. The facility has unresolved citations for a violation of section 4-23, Animal care;

manner of keeping.

(2)  No permit fee shall be refunded for a permit that is revoked or suspended. For a
permit that is denied after review and inspection, the permit fee shall be refunded as

provided by the Board by resolution.

(d) Appeal process.

(1) Any applicant or permit holder who has been denied a permit or whose permit has
been revoked or suspended may appeal the adverse action to a Special Master by filing
a written notice of appeal and appeal bond with the Division within ten (10) days of
issuance of the notice of adverse action. The Board of County Commissioners is hereby

authorized to establish the amount of the appeal bond by resolution. The appeal bond
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shall be remitted to the Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a

cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the County.

(2) The appeal will be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30) calendar days after
the applicant or permit holder has submitted a notice of appeal. The initial hearing on
the appeal may be continued by the Division, the Special Master, or the applicant or

permit holder beyond the thirty (30) calendar days for good cause shown.

3 Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before the Special Master shall be

governed as provided in section 4-30, Animal Care and Control Special Master hearing.

(4 The denial, revocation, or suspension of the permit shall be upheld or reversed by

the Special Master.
(e) Requirements following notice of adverse action and/or appeal process.

(1)  If the notice of denial, revocation or suspension of a guard dog permit is not
appe_aled within ten (10) days after the notice of adverse action is issued, the applicant
or permit holder shall irnmediateiy cease and desist operation of a guard dog service or
use of a guard dog for the purpose of defending, patrolling or protecting property or life

at any nonresidential establishment in Palm Beach County.

2 Any person whose permit has been revoked may not reapply for a period of one
p
(1) year.

3) Each reapplication for a permit shall be accompanied by a fee to be established

by the Board by resolution.

(4)  Any person with a guilty adjudication of animal cruelty within the past five (5)

years may not hold a permit to operate a guard dog service in the County.
(f) Registration of guard dogs.

(1) Guard dog services and guard dog owners shall annually register each guard dog
owned or used in Palm Beach County with the Division. The registration shall include

the following for each dog:
a. Name, address and telephone number of the owner and/or manager;
b.  The breed, sex, weight, age and color(s) of the guard dog;

c. A color photograph of the guard dog;
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d.  Other di.stinguishing physical features of the guard dog;

e. Certification of rabies vaccination;

f. The guard dog license tag number;

g.  The guard dog's electronic animal identification device number (EAID);

h.  Proof of ownership (i.e., bill of sale, receipt or notarized affidavit) including the

name and address of the person from whom the dog was obtained;

L A notarized affidavit signed by the previous owner acknowledging that the dog
will be used as a guard dog. This requirement may be waived if the dog has been

previously registered to the guard dog owner for more than one (1) year in the County.

] A current certification from a veterinarian who is licensed in Florida stating that
the guard dog has been examined and is healthy and physically fit to perform service as
a guard dog. The owner shall obtain the certification form from the Division and shall

provide it to the examining veterinarian for completion.

(2) At least every six (6) months, each guard dog shall be examined by a veterinarian
who is licensed in Florida to determine whether the dog is healthy and physically fit to
perform service as a guard dog. The owner shall obtain the certification form from the
Division, shall provide it to the examining veterinarian for completion, and, upon

completion, shall provide it to the Division.

3) Newly acquired dogs shall be immediately vaccinated against rabies, tagged and

registered with the Division as a guard dog before being used as a guard dog.

(4)  The fee to register a guard dog with the Division shall be established by the Board

by resolution.

(5) A guard dog license tag shall be an annual requirement. The guard dog license tag
is available only through the Division. The fee for a guard dog license tag shall be
established by the Board by resolution. The guard dog tag shall be worn at all times or

shall be fastened to each guard dog's enclosure when the guard dog is inside it.

(6)  No dog shall be used as a guard dog unless and until the dog has been registered

with the Division.

(7) No dog shall be registered or used as a guard dog if a veterinarian deems that the

dog is physically unfit to perform service as a guard dog.
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(8)  No dog shall be used as a guard dog while it is pregnant or lactating.

(9)  Each guard dog must be implanted with an EAID used and approved by the
Division.

(10) Maintenance of guard dog registration system; transfer, death, disappearance, and
rabies inoculation as affecting registration system. The Division shall maintain a guard
dog registration system which shall contain all data required by the Division.
Immediately upon transfer of ownership, death or disappearance of a guard dog, the
guard dog service or guard dog owner shall notify the Division. Upon receipt of the
information, the appropriate entry shall be made in the guard dog registration system. If
the dog has disappeared, an entry should be made to reflect the location of such

disappearance.
(g) Inspection/records.

(1 It shall be a condition of the issuance of any guard dog permit and guard dog
registration that officers of the Division shall at any reasonable time, unannounced, have

the right to enter the premises and inspect:
a.  All dogs and all premises where such dogs are trained, in use, or kept.

b.  Allrecords for each guard dog including but not limited to vaccination, veterinary,

and medical treatment records.
c.  All records concerning the training, sale, or use of a guard dog.

(2) Refusal to allow ingpection of a guard dog, premises, or records shall be a

violation of this chapter.

(3) Guard dog services shall require any customer that procures the use of a guard
dog to sign an agreement authorizing officers of the Division to perform unannounced
iﬁspections of any guard dog and premises where the guard dog is being used as a guard
dog.

4 Guard dog services shall maintain records identifying the name, address, and
telephone number of each customer procuring the use of a guard dog and the physical

location of each guard dog (with registration number), if different than the customer's

address.
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(5) On a bi-weekly basis, guard dog services shall provide the Division with complete
records identifying the name, address, and telephone number of every customer
procuring the use of a guard dog and the physical location of every guard dog (with

license tag number). The method of reporting shall be as directed by the Division.

(6) Guard dog services and guard dog owners shall immediately notify the Division
in writing when a guard dog is temporarily or permanently removed from service due

to sickness, injury, a medical condition, or death.

(7) Guard dog services and guard dog owners shall maintain records of the

acquisition, transfer of ownership, death, or disappearance of a guard dog.

(8)  The records required to be maintained herein shall be maintained for a period of
at least two (2) years from the date of creation and shall be provided to the Division

upon tequest unless otherwise provided herein.
(h) Transportation of guard dog.

(1) Every vehicle transporting a guard dog must be clearly marked, showing that it is
transporting a guard dog. A compartment separate from the driver is required and shall

be arranged to ensure maximum ventilation for the dog.

(2) No guard dog shall be transported in the trunk of a car. No guard dog shall be
transported in the open bed of a truck unless the guard dog is inside a sturdy well-
ventilated crate that is large enough for the dog to comfortably stand up with its head
fully raised and lie down and turn around and is securely fastened within the bed of the
truck to prevent movement of the crate. The crate must be protected from the extremes

in weather so as to not compromise the welfare of the guard dog.

(3)  No guard dog shall be transported in violation of section 4-23(h), Animal care;

manner of keeping.
(1) General requirements for guard dogs.

(1) Guard dog enclosures shall be a minimum of one hundred (100) square feet if one
(1) dog 1s present and one hundred fifty (150) square feet if two (2) dogs are present.

No more than two (2) dogs shall be maintained in an enclosure.
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(2) Only compatible dogs may be kept in the same enclosure. Appropriate resources
such as food, water, and bedding must be provided to minimize competition or resource

guarding and ensure access by all cohoused animals.

3) Unaltered dogs of the opposite sex shall not be maintained in the same enclosure
unless the guard dog service or guard dog owner has an appropriate breeding permit

issued by the Division.

(4) = The guard dog enclosure shall be made of chain link or similar material with a
solid roof over the entire enclosure. The enclosure shall contain a shelter inside the
enclosure large enough to allow all dogs present to comfortably stand up, turn around
and lie down in the shelter simultaneously. The shelter within the enclosure shall
provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and direct effect of the wind and rain,
a wind and rain break and provide ventilation. The shelter shall be raised off the ground
at least six (6) inches, have a solid roof, have flooring made of a nonporous easily
cleanable surface, have at least three (3) covered sides and an opening large enough for
each guard dog to access the shelter, have adequate ventilation with windows or
openings to allow air to circulate, and have fans or an air conditioning unit as required
by this chapter. Enclosures or shelters that are covered on all sides in a manner that

prevents adequate ventilation are prohibited.

The enclosure and shelter within the enclosure must be structurally sound, kept in good

repair, must be constructed and maintained such that it:
a. Has no sharp points or edges that could injure the dog.
b. Protects the dog from injury.
C. Enables the dog(s) to remain dry and clean.

d. Provides shelter from extreme temperatures and weather conditions that

may be uncomfortable or hazardous to the dog.

e. Has floors that are constructed in a manner that protects the dog’s feet and
legs from injury, and that, if of mesh or slatted construction, does not allow

the dog’s feet to pass through any openings in the floor.
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(5) The enclosure shall have clean, dry bedding or a reasonably soft comfortable
surface for each dog to lie down on to prevent a dog from getting calluses or pressure

S0res.

(6) When the outdoor temperature rises above eighty-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit
guard dogs must be provided air conditioning or, at minimum, one (1) twenty-inch
electric fan directed into enclosure and one (1) twenty-inch electric fan directed into the
shelter within the enclosure. When the temperatures fall below forty (40) degrees
Fahrenheit, guard dogs must be moved indoors or provided adequate heating in their

enclosure and shelter to maintain temperatures above forty-five (45) degrees Fahrenheit.

) (Guard dog enclosures and the area immediately surrounding the enclosures shall
be cleaned at least once a day to remove any food waste and excrement to prevent soiling
of the dogs and to reduce disease hazards, insects, pests, and odors. Standing water must
be removed, and animals must be protected from coming into contact with contaminated
water and other waste during cleaning. All surfaces coming into contact with a guard
dog including the prnmary enclosure and food and water receptacles must be -
appropriately sanitized at least weekly but as often as necessary to prevent accumulation
of dirt, debris, food waste, excreta, and other disecase hazards. Materials that cannot be
sanitized via live steam under pressure washing with hot 180F water and soap or
detergent, or use of a detergent/disinfection product followed by a clean water rinse,
must be sanitized by removal of contaminated material such as gravel, grass, sand, earth

or absorbent bedding. All excrement and waste shall be removed from the property.

(8) Guard dogs shall be provided with easy and convenient access to clean food and
water. Dogs must be fed at least once a day. The food must be uncontaminated,
wholesome, palatable, and of sufficient quantity and nutritive value to maintain the
normal condition and weight of the animal. The diet must be appropriate for the
individual animal’s age and condition. Each guard dog enclosure shall be checked three

(3) times a day to ensure that clean fresh water is available.

(9 Each guard dog shall be examined daily for signs of illness or injury. Any guard
dog that is sick, injured, lame, or diseased shall be immediately examined by a licensed
veterinarian and removed from use as a guard dog until deemed healthy by the

veterinarian. If, during an inspection, the Division determines that a guard dog on
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commercial premises 1s sick, injured, lame, or diseased, the dog shall be immediately
impounded by the Division and may be redeemed in accordance with section 4-12,

Redemption and adoption, unless a petition is filed under Florida Statutes § 828.073.

(10)  Guard dogs maintained in an enclosure shall have at least one-half (%) hour of
exercise within each twelve (12) hours of confinement. Guard dog services and guard
dog owners shall maintain a daily record identifying each guard dog by license tag
number and providing the date, time, location, and name of the person who exercised

the guard dog.

(11)  Guard dogs must be given a humane existence, and shall at all times be maintained
in accordance with section 4-23, Animal care; manner of keeping, unless otherwise

specified in this section.

(12)  Any person who uses the service of a guard dog shall be responsible to assure that
the guard dog is provided a humane existence in accordance with section 4-23, Animal
care; manner of keeping, unless otﬁerwise specified in this section, and shall
immediately contact the Division to report any guard dog that is sick, diseased, lame or

injured.

(13)  Any guard dog on commercial premises that is not registered as a guard dog shall
be impounded by the Division and may be redeemed in accordance with section 4-12,

Redemption and adoption.

(14)  Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog to patrol the premises after
that business's operating hours shall provide adequate fencing or some other confining

structure to keep the guard dog within the premises.

(15)  Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog on commercial premises
shall at each entry point and at fifty-foot intervals along the property's fence perimeter,

post a readily visible sign including the words "Guard Dog."

(16)  Entry points of commercial premises that use a guard dog shall have a sign posted
with the telephone number of the guard dog's trainer, handler and/or owner in case of

an emergency.

(17)  Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog on commercial premises

shall at each entry point and on the guard dog enclosure post a readily visible sign that
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notifies members of the public to report guard dog complaints to the Division. Such

signs will be available through the Division for a fee set by the Board by resolution.

(18) No dog that has been classified as "aggressive" or "dangerous" by the Division

shall be used as a guard dog.

Section 18. Evictions, incarcerations, community service adjudications, and other

involuntary occurrences; effect on animals.

In cases of evictions, incarcerations, hospitalizations, death, adjudications of hardship or the

like from the Florida Department of Children and Families or other such community
service agencies, and/or other involuntary occurrences whereby the owner of an animal
is unavailable or unable to care for an animal and such animal is impounded by the
Division, the Division shall have the authority to place the animal for adoption transfer
the animal to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization or dispose of

such animal in a humane manner, when the following conditions are met:

(1)  Prior to the Division's taking any action as described herein, written notice of the
Division's intent will be provided to the owner of the animal by hand delivery or by mail

at the address on file with the Division or at the last known address.

(2) The owner of the animal shall have five (5) business days from the date of the
Division's notice to make proper arrangements for the care of the animal, be it by
personal claim or otherwise. If the owner does not make such arrangements for the care
of the animal within the aforementioned time period, the animal shall become the

property of the County.

Section_19. Disposal of bodies of dead animals.

(a)

(b)

Any owner of any animal, upon the death of such animal, shall immediately dispose of
the carcass by burning, burying at least two (2) feet below the surface of the ground,
providing the animal to a company licensed to perform cremation or other disposal, or

other method of disposal authorized by law.

It is unlawful to dispose of the carcass of any animal by dumping such carcass on any
public or private property, or in any place where such carcass can be eaten by another

animal.
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(©)

Any owner of any animal shall be responsible for the costs of disposing of the animal
in instances where the Division disposes of the animal due to any emergency or the
owner's failure to act. The costs of disposal shall be established by the Board by

resolution.

Section 20. Livestock.

(a)

(b)

(©

©)

(d)

Livestock fences. Every owner of livestock shall erect and/or maintain a fence to contain
and confine all livestock kept or maintained on his/her premises. Such fence shall be
sufficiently strong and substantial so as to prevent egress of livestock. Failure to so erect
and/or maintain the fence in reasonably good condition shall be deemed a violation of
this chapter. The owner of livestock shall, within twenty-four (24) hours of initial
warning from the Division, repair or erect a fence and/or make arrangements for the
placement of livestock so as to have the livestock confined. If the fence is not repaired
or erected, or arrangements have not been made for the placement of livestock within

the twenty-four-hour period, the owner may receive a civil citation.

Livestock at large. Any owner of livestock who unlawfully, intentionally, knowingly or
negligently permits the same to run at large or stray upon any street, roadway, right-of-
way, other public area or the private property of another without consent shall be

deemed to be in violation of this chapter.

Livestock impounded at the Division, with the exception of cattle, shall be held for
redemption by the owner for a minimum of 72 hours. Livestock not claimed within 72
hours (that the Division is open for public access) by the owner shall become the
property of the County and may be placed for adoption, transferred to a humane society
or private animal nonprofit organization, placed in foster care or disposed of in a

humane manner.

Livestock maintained on vacant land. Every owner of livestock maintained on vacant
land shall post a reference number lodged with the Division that will link to the
individual’s contact information. This reference number will be posted at every gate
and/or access point to the property. No phone numbers other than the Division’s contact

number will be listed on the sign along with the reference number.

Equine infectious anemia/Coggins.
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(1) All horses moving within the County must have a report of a negative Coggins
(EIA) test conducted within the previous twelve (12) months. A foal under six (6)
months of age, is exempted from test requirements when accompanied by its dam which

has a report of a negative Coggins test conducted within the past twelve (12) months.

(2) All horses must have a report of a negative Coggins test conducted within the
previous twelve (12) months for change of ownership. The negative Coggins test report
must be provided to the new owner or custodian at the time of change of location or

ownership.

Section 21. Number of animals; acreage restrictions/excess animal habitats.

(a)

The chart set forth below prescribes the maximum number of dogs and/or cats, other

than community cats, per specified acreage restrictions:

Number of Dogs

and/or Cats Less Than 1.5 Acres 1.5 to Less Than 2.5 Acres 2.5 or More Acres

1—10 dogs and/or cats  Allowed Allowed Allowed
11—20 dogs and/or cats Prohibited Allowed Allowed
21—30 dogs and/or cats Prohibited Prohibited Allowed

Acreage determination excludes easements for roads or other areas that must allow public

(b)

(©)

(d)

egress and ingress. All property must be contiguous.

References to dogs and cats only refer to dogs and cats older than four (4) months. There
are no restrictions on the number of dogs and cats younger than four (4) months old that

can be on the premises.

If it is determined that a person is in violation of this section, such person shall be

allowed thirty (30) days from the notice of violation to cure same.

Any person who wishes to exceed the maximum number of thirty (30) dogs and/or cats
on two and one-half (2.5) acres or more must apply to the Division for a special "excess
animal habitat" permit. The owner must comply with all animal care standards as

required in section 4-22 and 4-23 of this chapter. Public animal shelters and humane
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societies in compliance with local zoning laws are exempt from animal acreage

requirements provided they are on a minimum of one (1) acre.

(¢) Unowned community cats, when not contained to the property, are not to be counted in

the number of animals present.

(f) All animals on a property, no matter the size of the property, must be provided at least
with the minimum physiological and psychological elements for humane care as noted

in Section 4-23.

Section 22. Animal Establishments.

(a) Applicability of this chapter and other laws.

(D The requirements within this chapter are in addition to any requirements that may
be set forth in: Florida Statutes, Ch. 588, "Livestock at Large"; Florida Statutes, Ch.
585, "Animal Industry”; Florida Statutes, Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals"; Florida
Department of Health and Rules and Regulations Chapter 64D-3 Florida Administrative
Code, Control of Communicable Diseases and Conditions Which May Significantly
Affect Public Health”; Unified Land Development Code of Palm Beach County as
adopted by Ordinance 92-20, as amended or recodified; Palm Beach County Ordinance
No. 72-7, as amended, "Business Taxes"; and any and all other applicable rules and

regulations, policies, ordinances, and local, state, or federal laws.

(2) This section shall not be interpreted to require a permit from a veterinary
clinic/hospital, for medical services regulated by the Department of Business and
Professional Regulation; however, veterinary clinics/hospitals providing services,
including but not limited to, boarding, grooming, and training unrelated to medical
treatment must obtain an appropriate permit. All other animal establishments as defined

in this chapter are required to secure a permit.
(b) Permit procedures and requirements.

{1}  No person shall operate, solicit business, or advertise an animal establishment
without first obtaining an operational permit (hereinafter, "permit™) issued by the
Division.

(2)  Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30) days in order for applicants to

make corrections to meet minimum compliance specifications. A permit shall be issued
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only after the Division completes an inspection and determines that the minimum
requirements and standards, as set forth herein have been met. No permit shall be issued
until receipt of payment of the applicable fee. The permit shall be prominently displayed
on the premises where animals are located. The cost of a permit and other related fees

shall be established by the Board by resolution.

(3) The permit is valid for a period of one (1) year from the date of issue, unless
otherwise stated or revoked. The permit must be renewed annually. Said permit is not
transferable, assignable or refundable except as specifically provided for herein.
Renewal applications for permits shall be made at le‘ast thirty (30) days prior to the
expiration date. The Board shall by resolution establish late fees for untimely permit
renewal applications. Failure to timely apply for a permit renewal may result in a lapse

in the permit.

(4) A new animal establishment shall use its initial permit issue date as the

anniversary date for the purposes of permit expiration and renewal.

(5) Each separate place of business or property shall be required to have a permit.
Each individual mobile grooming unit shall be subject to inspection and shall be

required to have a separate permit.

(6) If there is a change in ownership of any animal establishment, the new owner shall

obtain a permit.

(7) It shall be a condition of the issuance of any permit that the Division shall be
allowed, at any reasonable time, to inspect without notice, all domestic animals, all
premises where animals are kept, all records pertaining to such animals, and all records

pertaining to the business.

(8) No permit shall be issued without written approval from the Palm Beach County
Zoning Division or the applicable municipal zoning office to confirm that the animal

establishment may legally operate at the proposed location.

(9) An animal control officer may conduct an investigation of any complaint

concerning any animal establishment within the County.
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(10) If an inspection of an animal establishment reveals noncompliance with this
chapter, an animal control officer may issue a citation, setting forth the name of the

establishment being cited, to owners or managers of an animal establishment.

(11) By notice of adverse action, the Division may deny, revoke or suspend any permit

if it is determined that:

a. There has been a material misstatement or misrepresentation in the permit
application or the permit has been transferred in an effort to avoid the requirements of

this chapter;

b. The permit holder/applicant/corporation/officer of the corporation has
been cited for at least two (2) major violations or five (5) minor violations, within a five-

year period, each resulting in the imposition of a fine;

C. The permit holder/applicant has outstanding and unsatisfied civil penalties

imposed due to a violation of this chapter;

d. The permit holder/applicant or a member of the household if a home-based
business has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere
to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse,

or domestic violence;

e. An animal under the care and responsibility of a permit holder/applicant
has been found to be in need of immediate veterinary care that, if not treated, would

result in suffering, pain or death;

f. The permit holder/applicant and/or his/her/its employees/agents refuses to
allow the inspection of the premises or the records required to be maintained by this

chapter or by state law;

g. The permit holder/applicant or a member of the household if a home-based
business has had a final judgment entered against him/her/it based upon a finding of
animal neglect or mistreatment pursuant to Florida Statutes § §28.073 or comparable

statute; or

h. The permit holder/applicant knowingly employs/employed an employee
who has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere to a

crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or
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domestic violence or who has had a final judgment entered against him/her based upon
a finding of animal neglect or mistreatment pursuant to Florida Statutes § 828.073 or

comparable statute.

i The permit holder/applicant/company/parent company/subsidiary
company has been convicted or found guilty in a criminal or civil lawsuit of selling
animals known to be 1ill; deceptive sales/trade practices; racketeering;
misrepresentation; false statement; failure to honor warranties; violation of Section

828.29, Florida Statutes, or similar law.

] The permit holder/applicant purchased an animal from a source pending,

open, unresolved violations of local, state, or federal animal welfare laws.

(12)  No permit fee shall be refunded for a permit that is revoked or suspended. For a
permit that is denied after review and inspection, the permit fee shall be refunded as

provided by the Board by resolution.

(13)  After October 1, 2016, no new permit shall be approved for any pet shop or pet
dealer that offers for sale dogs or cats. Notwithstanding the foregoing, existing pet shops
or pet dealers that offer for sale dogs or cats may renew their pet shop operating permit
or relocate the business provided they are in compliance with this chapter and may
transfer, assign or sell their business provided that the transferee, assignee or new owner
meets all requirements for licensure under this chapter. After October 1, 2016, any pet
shop or pet dealer that offers for sale dogs or cats shall not open additional stores or

operate from additional business premises.

(14)  No cat shall be bred unless it is a pedigreed cat registered as such with the Cat
Fancier Association or the International Cat Association. No permit shall be issued for
any commercial cat breeding operation unless the cats to be bred are pedigreed cats

registered as such with the Cat Fancier Association or the International Cat Association.

(15) No dog or cat shall be rented or leased and no permit shall be issued for such

purpose.

(¢) Reserved.

(d) Appeal process.
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(1) Any person who has been denied a permit or whose permit has been revoked or
suspended may appeal this action to a Special Master within the ten-day period after the
Division originates the adverse action. A written notice of appeal and appeal bond must
be filed with the Division within ten (10) days of the notice of adverse action. The Board
of County Commissioners is hereby authorized to establish the amount of the appeal
bond by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the Division in the form of a

money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or 2 bank check payable to the County.

(2) The appeal must be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30} calendar days
after the owner has submitted a notice of appeal. The appeal may be declayed by the
Division, the Special Master, or the permit applicant or permit holder beyond the thirty

(30) calendar days for good cause shown.

3) The person receiving the notice of adverse action shall, until final disposition of
the appeal, take whatever positive measures are necessary to prevent any future

violations of this chapter from occurring.

(4)  Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before the Special Master shall be

governed as provided in section 4-30, Animal Care and Control Special Master hearing.

(5) The denial, revocation or suspension of the permit shall be upheld or revoked by

the Special Master.
(e) Owner requirements following notice of adverse action and/or appeal process.

(1) If the notice of adverse action of denial, revocation or suspension of a permit
issued under this section is not appealed, the animal establishment shall be required to
humanely dispose, by means of returning to owner, sale, gift, or euthanasia perforred
by a licensed veterinarian or other humane method, all animals in its possession that it
is not otherwise entitled to possess under this chapter, within fifieen (15) days after
notice of adverse action. If the notice of adverse action of denial, revocation, or
suspension of a permit issued under this section is upheld on appeal, the animal
establishment shall be required to humanely dispose, by means of returning to owner,
sale, gift, or euthanasia performed by a licensed veterinarian or other humane method,
all animals in its possession that it is not otherwise entitled to possess under this chapter,
within fifteen (15) days after the appeal hearing unless otherwise ordered by the Special

Master. The permit applicant or permit holder shall provide the Division with written
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notification of the disposition and location of each animal, including the name, address,
and telephone number of each new owner. If the animals have not been humanely
disposed of as described above, the Division shall attempt to notify owner(s), if
applicable, and may impound any animals found to be housed or kept in violation of
this chapter. Such animals may be redeemed in accordance with section 4-12,

Redemption and adoption.

(2) Any person whose permit has been revoked may not reapply for a period of one
(1) year. Each reapplication shall be accompanied by a fee to be established by the Board
Y

by resolution.

3) Any person who has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead
nolo contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving
animals, child abuse, or domestic violence within the past five (5) years may not hold

apply for a permit to operate an animal establishment in the County.
(f) Inspection procedures.

(1)  An inspection form shall be used as a guideline for the inspecting officer and the

animal establishment.

(2) Inspections of animal establishments shall be made without notice, during normal
business hours or at any reasonable time during daylight hours. All inspections shall be
made in the presence of the owner, manager or person in charge of the establishment

whenever possible.

(3) The inspecting officer will complete the inspection form by marking
unsatisfactory items. Instructions and comments will be made at the bottom of the

inspection form.

(4)  Whenever deficiencies are noted or the Division receives a complaint from the

public, a follow-up inspection of the establishment may be initiated by the Division.

(5)  After the inspection is complete, the owner, manager or person in charge of the
animal establishment shall sign the inspection form whereupon a copy of the completed
form will be given to the owner or manager. If the owner or manager is not present, a
copy of the form will be mailed to the owner or manager and the original copy will be

kept by the Division.
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(6) The owner or manager of the animal establishment shall correct or initiate

corrections within seven (7) days, unless otherwise stated by the inspecting officer.
(g) Minimum general operational standards.

(D) Each animal establishment will prominently display a current, valid County

animal care and control operational permit.

(2)  Each animal establishment which accepts privately owned animals into its
custody, shall report to the Division, any obvious case of neglect or animal abuse
pursuant to this chapter or Florida Statutes Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals." The
Division's phone number shall be posted in a prominent location visible to both

employees and customers.

(3)  Each animal establishment shall meet all fire safety requirements in accordance
with the local fire and zoning regulations. A posted plan and diagram to evacuate all
animals in case of fire shall be provided in a prominent location. Commercial stables
shall show proof of a fire inspection, with all recommendations adhered to, that was
conducted by PBC Fire Rescue within the prior 12 months unless exempt by Florida

Fire Prevention Code, Section 633.202(16).

(4)  Each animal establishment shall have a working telephone available at all times
in case of an emergency. The name of the establishment's veterinarian and the
veterinarian's phone number shall be posted and made available to all employees and

customers.

(5) Every owner or manager of an animal establishment must provide for adequate |

rodent and insect control.

(6} Each animal establishment shall have sufficient lighting to permit routine
inspection and cleaning of the facility, and clear observation of the animals. Animal
areas must be lighted for at least eight (8) hours a day, by either natural or artificial light,
corresponding to the natural period of daylight. If only artificial light, such as
fluorescent light is provided, it must provide full-spectrum illumination. Animal

enclosures must be placed so as to protect animals from excessive light.
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(7)  All areas of each animal establishment shall be clean, orderly and free of garbage,
unused food, standing water, litter or refuse. Garbage shall be kept in garbage cans with

lids and disposed of daily. (Commercial stables refer to requirements in subsection (k)).

(8) Animal waste shall be removed by cleaning regularly throughout the work day.

(Commercial stables refer to requirements in subsection (k)).

(9) All cleaning solutions and disinfectants shall be stored and used in accordance
with the manufacturer's instructions, properly labeled as to content, and shall be stored
S0 as to not come into any contact with animals or items intended for animal

consumption.

(10) All equipment, buildings, appurtenances, plumbing, electrical wiring and

electrical appliances/equipment shall be in good repair and appropriate for intended use.

(11) Wherever animals are housed or cared for, floors, moldings, walls, shelves and
work areas shall be of a nonporous material impervious to fecal matter and urine that
can be easily swept, wiped, mopped and disinfected daily. Carpeting as a flooring or
wall covering shall not be used wherever animals are housed or maintained.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Division may in writing approve the use of
alternative materials when the animal establishment provides a written plan for keeping
all surfaces in the animal enclosure clean and properly disinfected and demonstrates

compliance with such plan. (Stables refer to requirements in subsection (k)).

(12)  All aisles shall be kept clear to provide safe, free access throughout the animal

establishment.

(13)  Animal establishments which fail to obtain licensed veterinary care or show proof
of same, for any sick or injured animal found in the animal establishment's custody may
be charged for violating section 4-23, Animal care; manner of keeping, of this chapter
or Florida Statutes Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals." Proof of adequate, timely, veterinary

care must be provided to the inspecting officer upon request.

(14)  All animals in an animal establishment must be given a humane existence, and
shall at all times be maintained in accordance with section 4-23, Animal care; manner

of keeping.
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(15) A commercial breeder's permit number shall be included in all advertisements

offering a dog or cat for sale.

(16) No person shall maintain unsterilized dogs over six (6) months of age or
unsterilized cats over four (4) months of age together without first obtaining an

appropriate breeding permit from the Division.

(h) Minimum operational standards for kennels, training establishments, commercial

breeders, pet dealers and excess animal habitats (EAH).

(N Record keeping—Kennels, training establishments, commercial breeders and

excess animal habitats.

a.  Kennels, training establishments, commercial breeders and excess animal habitats
shall keep records on all animals currently bred, born, boarded, housed and/or being

trained. These records shall be maintained on each animal individually.

b.  The information in these records shall include but not be limited to rabies
vaccination, all other inoculations and prescription or medical treatment administered.
In addition, kennels shall be required to obtain the owner's name, address, emergency
telephone number, proof of owner's identification, and name and telephone number of
owner's veterinarian. Excess animal habitats shall also include records indicating where
the animal was obtained. The above information shall be available to the inspecting

officer upon request.

c. A medical release must be obtained from the owner or his designee, for each
anmimal and shall become part of the animal's record so that emergency treatment can be
given if the animal shows signs of illness or is injured while in the care and custody of

the kennel.

d.  Commercial breeders shall comply with section 4-24, Dogs and cats offered for
sale; health requirements, and shall maintain a separate file for each dog and cat
containing all Official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection's (OCVI) and medical
records for each individual dog and cat. Such records shall be kept on file at all times
on the premises and available to the inspecting officer upon request. Such records shall

be maintained for a period of two (2) years after an animal is sold or otherwise disposed

of.
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e.  All dogs housed at a kennel or training establishment for training purposes shall
have a training contract. The training contract shall state that the dog is housed
specifically for training. The dog shall be housed in an enclosure appropriate for its
breed and size to stand holding tail fully erect or sit erect, walk several steps, lie down
at full body length, stretch out and turn around freely. The contract shall include notice
that the dog will be interacting with other pets in training classes. The contract shall be

signed by the dog's owner.

f. Commercial breeders shall maintain records of each litter of puppies and kittens
born. Such records shall include the date of birth, number of puppies or kittens in the

litter, and license tag number of the parents.

g. On a monthly basis, commercial breeders shall provide the Division with the
name, address, and telephone number of the new owner of any puppy or kitten placed

or a notice that no animal was sold during the month.

(2) Animal housing requirements—Kennels, training establishments and excess

animal habitats.

a.  Forkennels and training establishments, dogs must be separated by a wall at least
four (4) feet high or one (1) foot higher than the top of each dog's head (excluding the
ears), when the dog is standing on all four (4} feet. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the

Division may in writing approve a plan to separate the dogs without walls.

b.  Animals shall be confined and not allowed to roam freely on the premises, except

with the written approval of the owner of the animal.

¢.  Animals housed in kennels shall be separated in the following manner:

1. Dogs from cats.
2. Unsterilized males from females.
3. Nursing mothers with their young from all others.

4. Boarding dogs from registered guard dogs.

By special request of the owner, as noted in the record, animals from the same household
may be boarded together and may be allowed to interact with other animals during

supervised play periods. Appropriate resources (e.g. food, water, bedding, etc.) must be
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provided to minimize competition or resource guarding and ensure access by all

cohoused animals.

d. Animals having a known or suspected communicable animal-to-human or animal-
to-animal disease shall be maintained in an isolated location where they cannot directly

or indirectly come into contact with any other animals or the public.

€. Applicable County and State health regulations must be followed when caring for

any animal harboring an animal-to-human disease.

f. Kennel operators and training establishments boarding dogs over night shall

comply with the following requirements:

1. Notify the Division regarding all dogs maintained at their kennel for
longer than three (3) months.
2. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3) months, the kennel operator

shall arrange for a professional behaviorist or trainer to visit the dog once every

three (3) months for the purpose of evaluation, therapeutic or obedience training.

3. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3} months, the kennel operator
shall have a veterinarian examine the dog prior to the fourth month of confinement
and every minety (90) days thereafter. Dogs not maintained on a heartworm
preventative program shall be given an occult heartworm test and started on

preventative or treated for same.

4, Each day a minimum of sixty (60) minutes of play, interaction, grooming

and/or training shall be provided to each dog.

(3) Physical facility requirements—Kennels, training establishments, commercial breeders,

pet dealers and excess animal habitats.

a.  Floors and walls of all animal enclosures shall be made of nonporous material
impervious to fecal matter and urine that can be easily disinfected. The floors shall slope
toward the drains or troughs. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Division may in
writing approve the use of alternative materials when the animal establishment provides
a written plan for keeping all surfaces in tﬁe animal enclosure clean and properly

disinfected and demonstrates compliance with such plan.
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b.

of daily cleaning.

C.

The premise shall have drainage and plumbing adequate to handle the heavy load

Indoor/outdoor housing facilities. Indoor and outdoor housing facilities shall be

maintained in accordance with section 4-23, Animal care; manner of keeping.

d.

Animal enclosures.

1.

General requirements.

A,

Animal enclosures must be designed and constructed of suitable

materials so they are structurally sound. The animal enclosures must be kept

in good repair.

B.

ii.

1il.

1v.

vi.

vii.

Viii.

ix.

Animal enclosures must be constructed and maintained so they:

Have no sharp points or edges which could injure the dogs and

cats;
Protect the dogs and cats from injury;

Keep predators and unauthorized individuals from accessing the

enclosure;
Enable the dogs and cats to remain dry and clean;

Provide shelter and protection from extreme temperatures and
weather conditions that may be uncomfortable or hazardous to the

dogs and cats;

Are shaded to shelter all the dogs and cats housed in the animal

enclosure;

Provide the dogs and cats with easy and convenient access to clean

food and water;

Enable all surfaces in contract with the dogs and cats to be readily

cleaned and disinfected; and

Have floors which are constructed in a manner that protects the
dogs' and cats' appendages from injury and that will not allow the
dogs' and cats' appendages to pass through any openings in the
floor.
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Provide a separation or distance between living space and toileting

space.

C.  Airline type containers normally used for shipping and transporting animals

shall not be used to house animals for more than 1 hour, except under the

guidance or a veterinarian for medical treatment.

D. Space requirements for dogs:

i

ii.

il

v.

vi.

Vi,

Indoor/outdoor enclosures for extra-large dogs over seventy-five

(75) pounds shall be at least thirty-two (32) square feet, per dog.

Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for large dogs fifty-one (51) pounds
to seventy-five (75) pounds shall be at least twenty-four (24)

square feet, per dog.

Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for medium dogs thirty-six (36) to

fifty (50) pounds shall be at least twenty (20) square feet, per dog.

Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for small dogs twenty-one (21) to
thirty-five (35) pounds shall be at least twelve (12) square feet, per

dog.

Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for dogs eleven (11) to twenty (20)

pounds shall be at least eight (8) square feet, per dog.

Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for dogs ten (10) pounds and under

shall be at least six (6) square feet, per dog.

The interior height of an indoor/outdoor dog enclosure must be at
least one (1) foot higher than the highest point of the body
(normally the ears) of the dog in the enclosure when it is in a

normal standing position.

E. Space requirements for cats.

Each cat that is housed in any animal enclosure must be provided

minimum space as follows:

A minimum of 11 square feet for a cage confined cat or queen with

a nursing litter;
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(b)

1i.

(@)

(b)

(d)

fii.

(@)

(b)

iv.

(@)

(b)

(©)

A minimum of 18 square feet per cat for cats housed in a free roam
enclosure; and
Compeatibility.

All cats housed in the same animal enclosure must be compatible

and have the same owner.

Queens in heat may not be housed in the same animal enclosure
with any mature males unless an appropriate breeding permit has

been obtained.

Queens with litters may not be housed in the same animal

enclosure with other cats.

Kittens under four (4) months of age may not be housed in the

same animal enclosure with adult cats other than their mother.

Cats with a vicious or aggressive disposition must be housed

separately.
Cat litter.

In all animal enclosures, a receptacle containing sufficient clean

litter must be provided to contain excreta and body wastes.

Litter pans shall be cleaned and changed daily or more often when

necessary.
Resting surfaces (perches).

Each animal enclosure housing cats shall contain a solid resting
surface or surfaces that, in the aggregate, are large enough to hold
all the occupants of the animal enclosure at the same time

comfortably.

The resting surfaces must be elevated, impervious to moisture and
able to be easily disinfected, or easily replaced when soiled or

WOTTL.

The resting surfaces shall not be considered part of the minimum

floor space.

52



1587

1588

1589

1590

1591

1592
1593

1594

1595

1596
1597

1598

1599

1600

1601

1602

1603

1604
1605

1606

1607

1608

1609
1610
1611
1612

1613
1614

1615

(4) Food and water requirements: Dogs and cats—Kennels, commercial breeders, pet

dealers and excess animal habitats.

a. Food shall be stored in rodent, pest and moisture proof containers with lids.

Containers shall be clearly and properly labeled as to contents.

b. Fresh water shall be available to all animals at all times and shall be maintained

in a container in such a manner that animals cannot turn the container over.
c. Food and water shall be fresh, appropriate and free from contamination.

(5) Cleaning procedures for kennels, training establishments, commercial breeders, pet

dealers and excess animal habitats.

a. All dog enclosures including floors, walls and doors shall be cleaned, disinfected
and dried daily. Cat enclosures should be spot cleaned daily and disinfected completely

once the cat leaves the enclosure.

b. Dogs and cats shall not be directly exposed to water or disinfectant and shall be

removed from animal enclosures during cleaning procedures.

C. Drains and walkways adjacent to all animal enclosures shall be hosed and
disinfected daily.
d. All areas containing animal waste shall be cleaned throughout the day and such

waste shall be properly disposed of so as not to cause a nuisance.
e. Food dishes and water bowls shall be cleaned and disinfected daily.

f. Appropriate cleaning methods shall be used to ensure that fumes from excreta and urine

do not adversely affect the lungs of animals or humans.

(6) Roadside sales. It shall be unlawful to advertise, display for commercial purposes,

attempt to sell or sell any dog or cat on any roadside or public right-of-way.
(i) Minimum operational standards for pet shops and pet dealers.

(1) General requirements for pet shops and pet dealers. For the purpose of this section, the

word dog means a dog of any age and the word cat means a cat of any age.

a.  For each dog and cat transported into the County from outside of the State of
Florida for sale, the tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required by this chapter must be

administered by or under the direction of a veterinarian, licensed by the state of origin
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and accredited by the United States Department of Agriculture, who issues the Official
Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (OCVI). The tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics must
be administered no more than thirty (30} days and no less than fourteen (14) days before
the dog or cat's entry into the State of Florida. An OCVI certifying compliance with this

chapter must accompany each dog and cat transported into the State of Florida for sale.
b.  Each OCVI shall contain records for only one (1) dog or cat.

c.  No dog or cat imported into the State of Florida for sale shall be offered for sale

without an OCVI issued by a veterinarian licensed in the state of origin.

d.  The following tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics must be administered to each dog
before the dog is offered for sale in the County, unless a licensed, accredited veterinarian
certifies on the OCVI that to inoculate or deworm the dog is not in the best medical
interest of the dog, in which case the vaccine or anthelmintic may not be administered

to that particular dog:

1. Canine distemper.

2. Leptospirosis.

3. Bordetella (by intranasal or other licensed mucosal).
4. Parainfluenza.

5. Hepatitis/Canine Adenovirus type 2.

6. Canine parvovirus.

7. Rabies, provided the dog is over three (3) months of age and the

inoculation is administered by a licensed veterinarian.
8. Roundworms.
9. Hookworms.

If the dog is under four (4) months of age, the tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required
by this chapter must be administered no more than twenty-one (21) days before sale
within the County. If the dog 1s four (4) months of age or older, the tests, vaccines, and
anthelmintics required by this chapter must be administered at or after three (3) months

of age, but no more than one (1) year before sale within the County.
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The following tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics must be administered to each cat before
the cat is offered for sale in the County, unless the licensed, accredited veterinarian
certifies on the OCVI that to inoculate or deworm the cat is not in the best medical
interest of the cat, in which case the vaccine or anthelmintic may not be administered to

that particular cat:

1. Panleukopenia.

2. Feline viral rhinotracheitis.
3. Calici virus.
4, Rabies, if the cat is over three (3) months of age and the inoculation is

administered by a licensed veterinarian.
3. Hookworms.
6. Roundworms.

If the cat is under four (4) months of age, the tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required
by this section must be administered no more than twenty-one (21) days before sale
within the State. If the cat is four (4) months of age or older, the tests, vaccines, and
anthelmintics required by this section must be administered at or after three (3) months

of age, but no more than one (1) year before sale within the State.

Every dog and cat offered for sale by a pet shop or pet dealer must be accompanied by
a current OCVTI (paper or electronic) at all times while being offered for sale within the
County. The examining veterinarian must retain one (1) copy of the OCVI on file for at

least one (1) year after the date of examination.

Each dog and cat in the possession of a pet shop or pet dealer shall be examined by a
veterinarian licensed to practice in Florida no more than thirty (30) days before the sale
within the County. The examination must include, but not be limited to, an evaluation
for possible congenital defects and contagious diseases and a fecal test to determine if
the dog or cat is free of internal parasites, including hookworms, roundworms,
tapeworms, and whipworms. If the examination warrants, the dog or cat must be treated
with a specific anthelmintic. In the absence of a definitive parasitic diagnosis, each dog
or cat must be given a broad spectrum anthelmintic. At the conclusion of the

examination, the veterinarian shall complete an OCVT including all medical findings,
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which shall remain current for a period of thirty (30) days. Each dog and cat in the
possession of a pet shop or pet dealer shall be re-examined by a veterinarian every thirty
(30) days and the pet shop or pet dealer shall ensure that a current OCVI is completed

by the examining veterinarian.

Each dog over six (6) months of age must be tested by a veterinarian for heartworms

before being offered for sale and the results of the tests must be listed on the OCVIL.

Each cat must be tested by a veterinarian for feline leukemia before being offered for

sale and the results of the tests must be listed on the OCVI.

Each dog and cat obtained by the pet shop or pet dealer for the purpose of sale shall be
examined by a veterinarian licensed in Florida within two (2) business days of the day

the pet shop or pet dealer obtains the dog or cat.

No pet shop or pet dealer shall possess, offer for sale, sell, transport, or arrange for the

transportation of any dog or cat that is less than eight (8) weeks of age.

No pet shop or pet dealer shall import a dog into the United States in violation of 7

U.S.C. 2148, Importation of live dogs.

. Except as provided in section 4-22(i)(10), it shall be unlawful for any pet shop or pet

dealer to display, offer for sale, deliver, barter, give away, transfer or sell any dog or cat
from any source that does not hold a valid license issued by the United States
Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq., or successor provision
of law as of the date such pet shop or pet dealer received such dog or cat. Pet shops or

pet dealers shall only obtain dogs and cats from:

L. A breeder holding an active class A license issued by the United States
Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq. and regulations

promulgated thereunder.

2. A dealer holding an active class B license issued by the United States Department
of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq. and regulations promulgated
thereunder, and if the class B license holder is not the breeder, obtained the dog or cat

from a breeder who is licensed by the United State Department of Agriculture.

3. A transporter holding an active license as a carrier or intermediate handler issued

by the United States Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq. and
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regulations promulgated thereunder and who obtained the dog or cat from a breeder who

is licensed by the USDA.

4, A humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue

organization.

It shall be unlawful for any pet shop or pet dealer to obtain a dog or cat from any source,
including but not limited to a breeder or dealer, if the source or, an owner, operator or

employee of the source:

1. Has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere to
a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or

domestic violence under any Federal, State or local law.

2.  Hashad a final judgment entered against it/him/her based upon a finding of animal

neglect or mistreatment pursuant to Florida Statutes § 828.073 or comparable statute.

3. Has been permanently enjoined from breeding, selling, handling, transporting or

dealing in dogs or cats by any court.

4. Whose license/permit issued by any local government, State, or Federal
government to breed, sell, handle, transport or otherwise deal in dogs or cats is

suspended or revoked.

5.  That has received a finally determined citation for any "direct" noncompliance
violation as indicated on any United States Department of Agriculture inspection report

\

at any time during the prior three (3) years.

6.  That has received a finally determined citation for failure to provide a United
States Department of Agriculture inspector access to property, animals or records as
required by 9 CFR § 2.126, unless a subsequent inspection has been performed at which

no direct or indirect violations were found by the inspector.

7. That has received three (3) or more finally determined noncompliance citations
for violations other than "direct" noncompliance or a violation of 9 CFR § 2.126 at any

time during the prior three (3) years.

8.  That has received a finally determined repeat noncompliance citation at any time

during the prior three (3) years.
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9. Thathas received a finally determined cease and desist order pursuant to 7 U.S.C.

§ 2149 at any time during the prior three (3) years.
An OCVI must:

1.  Be signed on the date of examination by the examihing veterinarian who is
licensed by the state of origin and accredited by the United States Department of

Agriculture and must include the veterinarian's license number.

2. Show the date of birth, sex, breed, color, EAID number, and health record of the

dog or cat examined.

3.  Contain the printed or typed names and addresses of the person or business from
whom the dog or cat was obtained, the consignor or seller, the consignee or purchaser,

and the examining veterinarian.

4. For each dog or cat, list all tests performed, the results of all tests performed, all
vaccines and deworming medications administered, including the manufacturer,

vaccine, type, lot number, expiration date, and the dates of administration thereof.

5.  State that the examining veterinarian warrants that, to the best of his or her
knowledge, the dog or cat has no sign of contagious or infectious diseases and has no

evidence of internal or external parasites.

6.  State whether the examining veterinarian has detected any physical abnormalities
or congenital defects in the dog or cat including but not limited to a heart murmur, an

umbilical hernia, entropian, an inguinal hernia, patellar luxation and cryptorchidism.

7.  Be completed in a legible manner.

An OCV1I that does not meet the above-cited requirements shall not comply with this chapter.

The pet shop or pet dealer shall ensure that the OCVTI is properly completed with all

relevant information.
It shall be a violation of this chapter to falsify any information provided in any OCV1.

All dogs and cats offered for sale and copies of OCVI's held by a pet shop, pet dealer or
veterinarian are subject to inspection by any agent of the Division, the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, any agent of the United States Department of
Agriculture, any law enforcement officer, or any agent appointed under Florida Statutes

§ 828.03.
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r. All dogs and cats offered for sale by a pet shop or pet dealer shall be implanted with an

electronic animal identification device (EAID).
(2) Records.

a. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall maintain the following written records on each dog
and cat offered for sale for a period of not less than two (2) years after disposition of

each dog and cat:

1. The name, address, USDA license number and state and local license number, if
applicable, of every breeder, dealer, intermediate handler and carrier that has owned,

possessed or handled the dog or cat.

2. The date the dog or cat was born and the date the pet shop or pet dealer received

the dog or cat.

3. The breed, sex, color, and identifying marks of the dog or cat. If the breed is

unknown or mixed, the record shall so indicate.

4. If the dog or cat is being sold as capable of registration, the names and registration

numbers of the sire and dam and litter number.

5. A copy of each OCVI that has been completed for the dog or cat up to the point

of sale.

6. A complete record of any medical treatment or medication provided to or
recommended for each dog or cat by a veterinarian and any medical diagnosis made by
a veterinarian conceming each dog or cat up to the point of sale. If such information is
contained in an OCVI, the OCVI shall be sufficient; if not, the pet shop or pet dealer

shall obtain a copy of each dog or cat's medical records from the veterinarian.

7. A record of any known disease, illness, or congenital or hereditary condition that
adversely affects the health of the dog or cat at the time of sale or is likely to adversely

affect the health of the dog or cat in the future.

b. For a period of two (2) years from the disposition of each dog and cat, the pet shop or

pet dealer shall maintain records specifying the date and nature of disposition of each
dog and cat and the name, address, and phone number of the purchaser and owner (if

different than the purchaser) of each dog or cat.

59



1792

1793

1794

1795

1796

1797

1798

1799

1800

1801

1802

1803

1304

1805

1806

1807

1808

1809

1810

1811

1812

1813

1814

1815

1816

1817

1818

1819

1820

1821

C.

€))

By the fifteenth day of the month, each pet shop and pet dealer shall provide the Division
with the following records for each dog and cat sold, disposed of or that died during the

previous month:
1. A copy of each OCVI that has been completed for such dog or cat;

2. The name, physical address (no P.O. boxes), USDA license number and state and
local license number, if applicable, of every breeder, dealer, intermediate handler and

carrier that has owned, possessed or handled the dog or cat.
3. The date each dog and cat was obtained;

4. The date each dog and cat was sold, died, or was otherwise disposed of by the pet

shop or pet dealer; and

5. The name, physical address (no P.O. boxes), and telephone number of the
purchaser and owner (if different from the purchaser) of each dog and cat sold during

that month, including the EAID number, breed, color, sex, and age of each dog and cat.

If any dog or cat dies while in the possession of a pet shop or pet dealer, the pet shop or
pet dealer shall maintain a record of the date of death and known or suspected cause of
death. Any dog or cat that dies while being treated by a veterinarian or person at the
request of the pet shop or pet dealer shall be considered in the possession of the pet shop
or pet dealer at the time of death. The veterinarian shall specify the date of and known
or suspected cause of death on the dog or cat's OCVI. Within fifteen (15) days following
the death of a dog or cat, the pet shop or pet dealer shall provide the Division with
records reflecting the date and cause of the dog or cat's death. The pet shop or pet dealer
shall maintain a copy of such record for a period of two (2) years from the date of the

dog or cat's death.

Each pet shop and pet dealer shall maintain on the premises all records required by this

chapter and shall make such records available to the Division upon request.

The failure to maintain complete records on each dog and cat as required by this chapter

shall constitute a separate violation as to each record missing or incomplete.
Notices and disclosures to purchasers.

Each pet shop and pet dealer shall post conspicuously on the cage or enclosure of each

dog and cat offered for sale a written notice in twelve-point or greater type identifying
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the breed, sex, date of birth of each dog and cat, any illness found by the veterinarian
during the most recent examination, and the name, address, USDA license number and
state and local license number, if applicable, of every breeder, dealer, intermediate

handler and carrier that has owned, possessed or handled the dog or cat.

Each pet shop and pet dealer shall post conspicuously in close proximity to the cages or
enclosures where dogs and cats are offered for sale a notice in at least fifty-point type

containing the following:

"Notice to consumers: Before purchasing a dog or cat you may request information
concerning each dog or cat's health, medical history, and the source from which the dog
or cat was obtained. Upon your request, the pet shop or pet dealer is required to show
you these records before you purchase a dog or cat and to give you a copy of these

records when you purchase a dog or cat."

At the time of sale, each pet shop and pet dealer shall provide the purchaser with a

written notice in twelve-point or greater type stating:

Pursuant to the Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance, every owner
of a dog or cat is required to obtain a license tag for each dog and cat from the Palm
Beach County Division of Animal Care and Control ("Division™) or an authorized
veterinarian. The license tag must be renewed every year, and proof of an up to date

rabies vaccination is required to obtain or renew a license tag.

The Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners has determined that the
unintended or uncontrolled breeding of dogs and cats leads to pet overpopulation at
great expense to the community and that every feasible means of reducing the number
of unwanted dogs and cats should be encouraged. The Board of County Commissioners
has also determined that spaying and neutering every dog and cat is one of the best ways
to must be spayed or neutered by the time the dog is six (6) months old and every cat
must be spayed or neutered by the time the cat is four (4) months old, unless certain

exceptions apply.

Every owner must obtain an annual unaltered license tag from the Division or a
veterinarian for each dog over the age of six (6) months and every cat over the age of

four (4) months that is not spayed or neutered. A dog or cat with an unaltered license
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tag cannot be bred unless an appropriate breeding permit is first obtained from the
Division.
No person shall breed any dog or cat in Palm Beach County without first obtaining a

breeding permit.

Contact the Division at (561) 233-1200 or www.pbcgov.com/publicsafety/animalcare/

with questions about regulations pertaining to your new dog or cat.

The Division shall have the authority to establish an alternative written disclosure form

that includes the essential elements of the written notice provided herein.

At the time of sale, each pet shop and pet dealer shall deliver to the purchaser of each
dog and cat a written disclosure(s) containing all of the information required in section
4-22(i)(2)a.1. through 7. The pet shop and pet dealer shall provide all of the above-cited
written disclosures containing all of the information required in section 4-22(i)(2)a.1.
through 7., to the prospective purchaser of each dog or cat for review prior to the
purchase upon request. The pet shop or pet dealer shall maintain a copy of the above-
cited written disclosures for a period of two (2) years from the date of sale of each dog

and cat and shall make such copies available to the Division upon request.

(4) Warranties for dogs and cats.

a. A dog or cat that is purchased from a pet shop or pet dealer shall be considered

unfit for purchase if any of the following apply:

1.  Within fourteen (14) days following the sale of a dog or cat by a pet shop or pet
dealer a licensed veterinarian of the purchaser's choosing certifies that, at the time of the
sale, the dog or cat was unfit for purchase due to illness or disease, the presence of
symptoms of a contagious or infectious disease, or the presence of internal or external

parasites, excluding fleas and ticks.

2. Within one (1} year following the sale of a dog or cat, a licensed veterinarian of
the purchaser's choosing certifies such dog or cat to be unfit for purchase due to a

congenital or hereditary disorder that adversely affects the health of the dog or cat.

3. Within one (1) year following the sale of a dog or cat, the breed, sex, or health of

such dog or cat is found to have been misrepresented to the purchaser.
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b. [fadog or cat is unfit for purchase for any of the above-cited reasons, the pet shop
or pet dealer shall afford the purchaser the right to choose one (1) of the following

options:

1.  The right to return the dog or cat and receive a refund of the purchase price,
including the sales tax, and reimbursement for reasonable veterinary costs directly
related to the veterinarian's examination and certification that the dog or cat is unfit for
purchase pursuant to this chapter and directly related to necessary emergency services

and treatment undertaken to relieve suffering;

2. The right to return the dog or cat and receive an exchange dog or cat of the
purchaser's choice of equivalent value, and reimbursement for reasonable veterinary
costs directly related to the veterinarian's examination and certification that the dog or
cat is unfit for purchase pursuant to this section and directly related to necessary

emergency services and treatment undertaken to relieve suffering; or

3. The right to retain the dog or cat and receive reimbursement for reasonable
veterinary costs for necessary services and treatment related to the attempt to cure or

curing of the dog or cat.

Reimbursement for veterinary costs may not exceed the purchase price of the dog or
cat. The cost of veterinary services is reasonable if comparable to the cost of similar
services rendered by other licensed veterinarians in proximity to the treating
veterinarian and the services rendered are appropriate for the certification by the

veterinarian.

C. The refund or exchange required by this chapter shall be made by the pet shop or
pet dealer not later than ten (10) business days following receipt of a signed veterinary
certification as required in this chapter. The purchaser must notify the pet shop or pet
dealer within a reasonable time after the veterinarian's determination that the animal is
unfit and must provide the pet shop or pet dealer with a copy of the wﬁtten certification

of unfitness.

d. A dog or cat may not be determined unfit for sale on account of an injury sustained
or illness contracted after the purchaser takes possession of the dog or cat. A veterinary
finding of intestinal or external parasites is not grounds for declaring a dog or cat unfit

for sale unless the dog or cat is clinically ill because of that condition.
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e. If a pet shop or pet dealer wishes to contest a demand for veterinary expenses,
refund, or exchange made by a purchaser under this section, the pet shop or pet dealer
may require the purchaser to produce the dog or cat at a mutually agreed upon time and
place for examination by a licensed veterinarian designated by the pet shop or pet dealer.
Upon such examination, if the purchaser and the pet shop or pet dealer are unable to
reach an agreement that constitutes one (1) of the options set forth in this chapter within
ten (10) business days following examination by the pet shop or pet dealer's designated
veterinarian, the purchaser may initiate an action in a court of competent jurisdiction to

recover or obtain reimbursement of veterinary expenses, refund, or exchange.

L No pet shop or pet dealer shall require or attempt to require a purchaser to sign a
contract or agreement to waive any of the rights provided by this chapter. Any contract
or agreement in which a purchaser agrees to waive any rights provided under this

_chapter shall be null and void and unenforceable.

g This chapter does not in any way limit the rights or remedies that are otherwise

available to a purchaser under any other law.

h. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall provide the purchaser of a dog or cat at the time
of sale with the written notice required by Florida Statutes § 828.29(12), which shall be

provided in twelve-point or greater type.

L No pet shop or pet dealer shall require the purchaser of a dog or cat to use the pet

shop's veterinarian in order to receive a refund or exchange required by this chapter.

}- If a purchaser requests a refund or requests to return or exchange a dog or cat

)

pursuant to this chapter, each pet shop and pet dealer shall maintain all records related
to the purchaser's request for a period of two (2) years from receipt of such records and
shall deliver a copy of the purchaéer's request to the Division within seven (7) days of

receipt.

Animal housing requirements—Pet shops and pet dealers. All animal housing shall
comply with the Association of Shelter Veterinarians “Guidelines for Standards of Care

in Animal Shelters”, as amended, and the following:

a. Animals having a known or suspected communicable animal-to-human or

animal-to-animal disease shall be maintained in individual cages in an

64



1942

1943

1944

1945

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

1951

1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1solated location where they cannot directly or indirectly come into contact

with other animals or the public.

b. Animals with diseases that can be airborne must be isolated in an area with

independent ventilation.

C. Any animal that cannot stand on its own or that has a life threatening
disease must be hospitalized, housed under the direct care of a veterinary

hospital/clinic or humanely euthanized.

d. State and County health regulations must be followed when caring for any

animal harboring an animal-to-human disease.

(6) Animal care—Pet shops and pet dealers.

a.  Bach animal shall be examined daily for signs of illness or injury. Any suspected
illness or injury shall be reported to the owner or manager of the establishment
immediately. Any sick animal shall be immediately isolated from other animals. All
bedding material and feces in a sick animal's cage shall be removed and disinfected or
discarded. Display areas, holding crates, cages or animal enclosures, trays and feeding

equipment used by a sick animal shall be disinfected immediately.

b.  Failure to obtain adequate, timely care from a licensed veterinarian for any
diseased or injured animal found in the custody of any establishment shall be a violation
of this chapter and/or Florida Statutes Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals". Proof of adequate

and timely veterinary care must be provided to the Division upon request.

c.  All animals that show signs or symptoms of injury, contagious or infectious
disease shall be seen by a veterinarian within twenty-four (24) hours and at least one (1)

other time prior to being sold to certify that they are free from illness or injury.

d.  All animals other than dogs and cats (i.e., rabbits, gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs,
all other rodents, birds, and reptiles) shall be cared for pursuant to general guidelines

and accepted animal husbandry standards for each species.

(7) Physical facility requirements—Pet shops.

a. All animals shall be contained in appropriate animal enclosures and shall not be

permitted to be at large in the facility.
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All cages and animal enclosures shall be constructed in such a way that they can

be maintained in a clean, dry and sanitary manner. All cages and animal enclosures shall
be made of non-porous material, impervious to fecal matter and urine, which can be

easily disinfected.

Heating, cooling and temperature.

1. Indoor housing facilities for animals must be sufficiently heated and
cooled when necessary to protect the animals from cold and hot temperatures and

to provide for their health, comfort and well-being.

2. When animals are present, the ambient temperature in the facility must not
fall below fifty (50) degrees F (ten (10} degrees C) for animals not acclimated to
lower temperatures. Such animals would include short-haired breeds, sick, aged,

young, infirm dogs and cats, and small domestic animals.

3. The ambient temperature must not fall below fifty (50) degrees F (ten (10)
degrees C) or must not rise above eighty-five (85) degrees F (thirty-five (35)

degrees C) at any time.
Ventilation.

L. Indoor housing facilities for animals must be sufficiently ventilated at all
times when animals are present to provide for their health, comfort and well-

being, and to minimize odors, drafts, ammonia levels and moisture condensation.

2. Air, preferably fresh air, must be provided through windows, vents, fans

(exterior) or air-conditioning.

3. Auxiliary ventilation or air-conditioning must be provided when the
ambient temperature is eighty-five (85) degrees F (thirty (30) dégrees C) or

higher.
Cages/animal enclosures.

1. Animal enclosures must be designed and constructed of suitable materials
5o they are structurally sound. Animal enclosures must be maintained in good

repair.
2. Animal enclosures must be constructed and maintained so that they:

A. Have no sharp points or edges that could injure animals;
66



2001

2002

2003
2004
2005
2006

2007

2008
2009

2010
2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022
2023

2024

B. Protect animals from injury;
C. Keep predators and unauthorized individuals from accessing the
enclosure(s);
D. Provide animals with easy and convenient access to clean food and
water;
E. Enable all surfaces in contact with animals to be readily cleaned

and disinfected.

F. Have floors which are constructed in a manner that protects the
animals' appendages from injury, and that if of mesh or slatted construction, will

not allow the animals' appendages to pass through any openings in the floor.
Space requirements for dogs.

A. The guideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog

ten (10) pounds and under shall be three and one half (3.5) square feet.

B. The guideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog

from eleven (11) to twenty (20) pounds shall be six (6) square feet.

C. The guideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog

from twenty-one (21) to thirty-five (35) pounds shall be eight (8) square feet.

D. The guideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog

from thirty-six (36) to fifty (50) pounds shall be twenty (20) square feet.

E. The guideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog

over fifty (50) pounds shall be twenty-four (24) square feet.

F. The interior height of each animal enclosure for a dog must be at
least six (6) inches higher than the highest point of the body (normally the ears)

of the dog in the enclosure when it is in a normal standing position.

G. All dogs over thirty-five (35) pounds shall be required to be
exercised on a leash three (3) times per day for a minimum of ten (10} minutes

per exercise period.

Space and other requirements for cats.
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A. Each cat that is housed in any animal enclosure must be provided

minimum vertical space and floor space as follows:

1. Each animal enclosure housing cats must be at least twenty-two

(22) inches in interior height.

il. Cats up to and including nine (9) pounds must be provided with at

least three (3) square feet.

ii. Cats over nine (9) pounds must be provided with at least four (4)

square feet.
Compatibility.

1.All cats housed in the same animal enclosure must be compatible, as

determined by observation.

il. Kittens under four (4) months of age may not be housed in the

same animal enclosure with adult cats.
Litter.

i.In all cat enclosures, a receptacle containing sufficient clean litter must be

provided to collect excreta and body wastes.

il. Litter pans shall be cleaned and changed daily or more ofien if

necessary.
Resting surfaces.

i.Fach animal enclosure housing cats should contain a solid resting surface
or surfaces that, in the aggregate, are large enough to hold all the occupants

of the animal enclosure at the same time comfortably.

ii. The resting surfaces must be elevated, impervious to moisture and

able to be easily cleaned and disinfected, or easily replaced when soiled or

worn.
1ii. The resting surfaces shall not be considered part of the minimum
floor space.

(8) Food and water requirements—Pet shops.
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a. Food shall be stored in rodent, pest and moisture proof containers with lids.

Containers shall be clearly and properly labeled as to contents.

b. Fresh water shall be available to all animals at all times and shall be maintained

in a container in such a manner that animals cannot turn container over.
c. Food and water shall be fresh, appropriate and free from contamination.
(9) Cleaning procedures—Pet shops.

a. Animals (other than water dependent species) shall not be directly exposed to
water or disinfectant and shall be removed from animal enclosures during cleaning
procedures. Water dependent species shall not be directly exposed to disinfectant and

shall be removed from tanks during cleaning procedures.

b. The entire cage of each dog including top, sides, floor, grate, wall and door shall
be cleaned with soap and disinfected, rinsed and dried daily. Cat cages should be spot

cleaned daily with a deep disinfection once the cat leaves the enclosure.

C. Drains and walkways adjacent to all cages and animal enclosures shall be cleaned

with soap and disinfected daily.

d. Runs and cages shall be spot cleaned as necessary to remove animal excrement
throughout the day.
e. Food dishes and water bowls/containers shall be cleaned and disinfected daily.

f. Appropriate cleaning procedures shall be used to ensure that fumes from excreta and

urine do not adversely affect the lungs of animals or humans.

(10) Exemption for humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations animal rescue

organizations and shelters.

a. A pet shop that allows a humane society, private nonprofit animal organization,
animal rescue organization or shelter to use the pet shop's premises for the purpose of
making animals available for adoption shall be exempt from the provisions of
subsections (1)(1)(2)(3) and (4) with respect to such animals, provided the pet shop does
not have an ownership interest in such animals and the provisions of section 4-25 are
followed. In addition, the pet shop shall post conspicuously on the cage or enclosure of
each dog and cat offered for adoption a written notice in twelve-point or greater type

identifying the humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, animal rescue
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organization or shelter from which the dog or cat may be adopted, the breed, the sex,
the age, the relevant information known about the dog or cat and that the dog or cat must

be sterilized prior to adoption.

b. A pet shop may adopt animals from a humane society, private nonprofit animal

organization, animal rescue organization or shelter for the purpose of adopting those
animals out through the pet shop. With regard to any animal adopted from a humane
society, private nonprofit animal organization, animal rescue organization or shelter for
the purpose of adoption through the pet shop, the pet shop shall comply with all
requirements found in section 4-25(a}(2)—(10) and (d). In addition, the pet shop shall
post conspicuously on the cage or enclosure of each dog and cat offered for adoption a
written notice in twelve-point or greater type identifying the humane society, private
nonprofit animal organization, animal rescue organization or shelter from which the dog
or cat was obtained, the breed, the sex, the age, the relevant information known about

the dog or cat and that the dog or cat must be sterilized prior to adoption.

(j) Minimum operational standards for grooming parlors and mobile grooming units.

(D Record keeping—Groomers.

a. All grboming parlors and mobile grooming units shall maintain a record of all

animals currently on premises or being groomed.

b. A medical emergency release form must be obtained from the owner of each
animal so that emergency treatment can be given if an animal shows signs of illness or

is injured while in the care and custody of the grooming parlor/unit.

¢.  The information on this medical release form shall include, but not be limited to:
the owner's name, address, emergency telephone number, owner's veterinarian and
veterinarian's telephone number. This information shall be provided to the inspecting

officer upon request.
(2)  Physical facility requirements—Groomers.

a.  All animals shall be contained in appropriate animal enclosures and shall not be

permitted to be at large in the facility.

b.  All cages and animal enclosures shall be constructed in such a way that they can

be maintained in a clean, dry and sanitary manner. All cages and animal enclosures shall
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be made of non-porous material, impervious to fecal matter and urine, which can be

easily disinfected.
c.  Heating, cooling and temperature.

1. Indoor facilities for dogs and cats must be sufficiently heated and cooled
when necessary to protect the dogs and cats from cold and hot temperatures and to

provide for their health, comfort and well-being.

2. When dogs and cats are present, the ambient temperature in the facility
must not fall below fifty (50) degrees F (ten (10) degrees C) for dogs and cats not
acclimated to lower temperatures and for those breeds that cannot tolerate lower

temperatures without stress or discomfort (such as short-haired breeds).

3. The ambient temperature must not fall below fifty (50) degrees F (ten (10)
degrees C) and must not rise above eighty-five (85) degrees F (thirty (30) degrees C) at

any time.
d. Ventilation.

1. Indoor facilities for dogs and cats must be sufficiently ventilated at all
times when dogs and cats are present to provide for their health, comfort and well-being,

and to minimize odors, drafts, ammonia levels and moisture condensation.

2. Air, preferably fresh air, must be provided through windows, vents, fans

or air-conditioning.

3. Auxiliary ventilation or air-conditioning must be provided when the
ambient temperature is eighty-five (85) degrees F (twenty-nine and one-half (29.5})

degrees C) or higher.

4. Proper ventilation shall insure ensure that the fumes from urine do not

adversely affect the lungs of the animals or humans.
e. Cages/animal enclosures.

1. Animal enclosures must be designed and constructed of suitable materials

so they are structurally sound. Animal enclosures must be maintained in good repair.
2. Animal enclosures must be constructed and maintained so that they:

A. Have no sharp points or edges that could injure dogs and cats;

71



2146 B. Protect dogs and cats from injury;

2147 C. Keep predators and unauthorized individuals from accessing the
2148 enclosure;

2149 D. Provide dogs and cats with easy and convenient access to clean
2150 water as needed;

2151 E. Enable all surfaces in contact with dogs and cats to be readily
2152 cleaned and disinfected.

2153 F. Have floors which are constructed in a manner that protects the
2154 dogs' and cats' appendages from injury, and that if of mesh or
2155 slatted construction, will not allow the dogs' and cats' appendages
2156 to pass through any openings in the floor.

2157 3. Animal enclosures for dogs and cats which are housed for less than twelve (12)
2158 hours must provide sufficient space for each dog and cat, appropriate to its species,
2159 breed and size to stand erect, lie down in a comfortable, normal position, stretch out,
2160 and to turn about freely.

2161 4.  In order to house animals for more than twelve (12) hours, a kennel permit must
2162 be obtained from the Division.

2163 (3) Animal care—Groomers.

2164 a. Each cage and animal enclosure including top, sides, floor, grate and door shall
2165 be cleaned with soap and disinfected, rinsed and dried after each animal occupant.
2166 b. Clippers, combs, brushes and any other equipment shall be disinfected after each
2167 animal grooming.

2168 c. Clean, separate drying towels shall be used for each individual animal groomed.
2169 d. Every grooming facility must use tepid warm water for the purpose of washing
2170 dogs and cats. Cold water is not acceptable.

2171 €. Grooming bathtubs shall be cleaned with soap and disinfected and rinsed after
2172 each animal grooming. Grooming bathtubs shall be maintained free of mold and
2173 mildew.
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f. Clippers, dryers, combs, brushes and any other grooming equipment shall be
maintained in good repair so that they are appropriate for the intended safe use per the

manufacturers' or suppliers' instructions.

2. No animal having a known or suspected communicable or infectious disease, shall

be accepted for grooming care by a grooming business.

h. No animal is to be housed overnight at any grooming parlor/unit unless the

premise is also permitted as a kennel.

Minimum operational standards for commercial stables. The following standards shall

apply, except where pre-empted by State Law.
(D Record keeping requirements—Commercial stables.

a.  Commercial stables shall keep a reference file on all animals. These files shall be
maintained on each animal individually. The information in these files shall include but
not be limited to vaccination records, medical treatment administered at the facility,
owner's name, address, emergency telephone number, proof of owner's identification,

and name and telephone number of owner's veterinarian.

b. A medical release must be obtained from the owner or his designee, for each
animal and shall become part of the animal's record so that emergency treatment may
be given if the animal shows signs of illness or injury while in the care and custody of

the commercial stable.

c. A copy of a current (within the previous twelve (12) months) negative Coggins
test (equine infectious anemia) shall be on record for each equine (except nursing foals)
boarded or kept at a commercial stable. No equine shall be accepted for board unless a
current (within the past twelve (12) months) negative Coggins test record is produced

by the owner.

d.  All records shall be made available to the inspecting officer upon request.

Physical facility requirements—Commercial stables.
a. Bam.

1. All barns shall be well ventilated so as to have free flow of air or forced
ventilation.
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2. All feed and tack rooms shall be kept clean and orderly, clear of litter and

refuse. Aisles shall be kept clear to provide free exit of stabled animals.

3. All barns or structures shall be in good repair with no water leaks. The
floor of all stalls shall be free of standing water. There shall be sufficient drainage on

the property to prevent accumulation of persistent standing water in paddock areas.

4. Manure which has been removed from stalls and paddocks shall be
maintained at least seventy-five (75) feet from the nearest animal stall. Manure shall be

situated so as to assure that there shall be no run-off into canals or retention ponds.
5. Fly abatement measures must be taken as a deterrent to flies.
b. Pasturing.

1. Every owner or manager of any commercial stable shall make daily

observation of all animals housed or boarded on the property.

2. Adequate water containers shall be available in all pasture areas sufficient
to supplement all equine during dry periods when retention ponds lack sufficient clean

water. Stagnant water with floating algae is unacceptable for drinking.

3. Separate feed buckets for each equine shall be used when feeding. When
a feed trough or bunker is used, there shall be two (2) linear feet per head or a two (2)

foot feed box for each animal.

4, Every commercial stable shall have sufficient drainage in order to provide
sufficient dry land for all animals pastured and to prevent accumulation of persistent

standing water over the entire pasture.

5. As necessary, all pasture areas shall be dragged to spread and remove

manure. Pasture rotation is recommended if sufficient pasture area is available,
C. Exercise area.

1. A designated safe exercise area, which 1s a minimum of two thousand five

hundred (2,500) square feet, shall be provided for all equine.
2. This exercise area shall be appropriately fenced.

3. Equine shall be provided appropriate exercise as recognized by accepted

animal husbandry practices.
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d. Paddock area.
1. Paddock areas are not required.

2. If an optional paddock area is provided, the area provided shall be a
minimum of one hundred (100) square feet up to a maximum of two thousand five

hundred (2,500} square feet.
(3) Food and water supplies—Commercial stables.

a. Opened food bags shall be stored in rodent, pest and moisture resistant containers

with lids and properly labeled as to content.
b. Unopened food bags shall be stored off the ground and kept clean and dry.
c. Stored hay shall be kept clean and dry.
d. Fresh water, free of algae, shall be available to all animals at all times.

e. Hay provided to equine must be distributed to prevent contamination from

manure, urine and stagnant water.
(4) Animal housing requirements—Commercial stables.

a. Any animal having a known or contagious disease or suspected of having a
contagious disease, shall be contained in an area away from other animals. This area
shall be clearly and visibly posted with signage stating: "CONTAINS QUARANTINED

ANIMALS."

b. The owner or manager of any commercial stable that has an animal with a known
or suspected contagious or infectious disease must seek immediate veterinary care for

that animal and follow veterinary instructions.

c. Stalls which are used to house animals shall be large enough to allow the animal

to stand in an erect position, turn without touching the sides or move about without

restriction.
d. All animals must be securely confined and not permiited to run at large.
e. All fences must be secure and safe to prevent injury (i.e., no broken rails, exposed

nails, etc.; barbed (where permitted) or any other kind of wire must be taut and

sufficiently marked to be visible to livestock).

(5) Cleaning procedures—Commercial stables.
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a. Stalls and paddocks shall be cleaned daily. Manure, urine soaked hay, shavings,
straw or bedding must be removed daily and replaced with clean dry hay, shavings,

straw or bedding.

b. All stalls and paddock areas shall be free of safety hazards (i.e., nails, wire, rocks,

wood, other debris or loose fencing upon which animals may become injured).

c. All water containers, buckets, troughs and the like, shall be maintained in such a

manner as to be kept free of floating algae.

d. All owners or managers of any commercial stable shall check for and remove any

poisonous plants growing in or near where horses are being housed or boarded.

€. All chemicals, pesticides, cleaning solutions and disinfectants shall be stored in
accordance with manufacturers' instructions, properly labeled as to content and away

from contact with animals.

Section 23. Animal care; manner of keeping.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person keeping an animal to fail to provide for that animal:
(1) Clean, sanitary, safe and humane conditions;
(2) Sufficient quantities of appropriate food daily;
(3) Proper air ventilation and circulation;
G Adequate quantities of visibly clean and fresh water available at all times;

(5) Medical attention and/or necessary veterinary care when an animal is sick,
diseased or injured. Upon request by the Division, written proof of veterinary care must

be provided; and
(6)  Adequate protection from the cold and heat to prevent stress, discomfort, or harm.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person keeping an animal to fail to provide shelter for that

animal.
(1)  Shelter for dogs, cats and small domestic animals must:

a.  Provide adequate protection from the cold and heat. When the outdoor
temperature falls below forty-five (45) degrees Fahrenheit, all cats, small domestic

animals and those dogs that cannot tolerate such temperatures without stress or
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discomfort (i.e., short-haired breeds, sick, aged, young or infirm), must be moved
indoors or provided adequate heating to maintain temperature above forty-five (45)
degrees Fahrenheit range. When the outdoor temperature rises above eighty-five (83)
degrees Fahrenheit all dogs, cats, and small domestic animals must be provided air
conditioning, a fan, or another cooling source to maintain the temperature in the shelter

at or below eight-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit;

b.  Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and the direct effect of wind and
rain;

c. Provide a wind break and rain break;

d.  Contain clean, dry, bedding material;

e. Provide protection from the elements at all times;

f. Provide sufficient space for each animal to comfortably stand up, sit down, lie
down, and turn around in the shelter. If the shelter is used for more than one (1) animal
at the same time, it must provide enough space for each animal to comfortably stand up,

sit down, lie down and turn around simultaneously;
g.  Provide a solid roof;

h.  Be structurally sound, kept in good repair, and must protect animals from injury,

contain the animals securely, and restrict other animals from entering;

1. Be free of any accumulation of trash, waste, material, junk, weeds, and other

discarded materials; and

j. Be cleaned regularly to remove animal waste to provide a clean and sanitary living

environment.

(2) Shelter for equine, bovine, ovine and porcine normally maintained in outdoor

areas must:

a.  Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and the direct effect of wind and
rain;

b.  Provide a solid roof or tree cover sufficient to provide dry shelter at all times for

the entire group of animals;

¢.  Provide protection from the elements at all times; and
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d.  Provide space for each animal to comfortably stand up, sit down, lie down and
turn around in the shelter. If the shelter is used for more than one (1) animal at the same
time, it must provide enough space for each animal to comfortably stand up, sit down,

lie down and turn around simultaneously.

(¢) It shall be unlawful for any person maintaining equine or ovine to fail to keep the

animal’s hooves trimmed so as to prevent lameness, discomfort, or deformities.

(d) No person shall tether an animal to a stationary or inanimate object as a means of
confinement or restraint unless such person is with the animal and the animal 1s at all
times visible to such person. Notwithstanding the foregoing, tethering an animal to a
vehicle or trailer is prohibited. Choke or prong type collars shall not be used on an
animal while such animal is tethered. As used in this chapter, tether means to restrain
an animal by tying the animal to any object or structure, including without limitation a
house, tree, fence, post, garage, or shed, by any means, including without limitation a
chain, rope, cord, leash, or running line. Tethering shall not include using a leash or lead
to walk an animal. Notwithstanding the foregoing, an animal may be tethered while
actively participating in or attending an organized show, field trial, agility event, herding
contest or other similar exposition or event, of a limited duration, that involves the

judging or evaluation of animals.

(e) Any dog maintained outdoors for all or part of the day in a fenced yard or other
type of enclosure shall be provided a minimum of eighty (80) square feet of open space.
An additional forty (40) square feet shall be required for each additional dog kept in the
same enclosed area. Each dog shall be provided sufficient shelter within the enclosed
area. Any enclosed area where a dog is confined shall be kept free of objects that may
injure the dog and shall be cleaned regularly to remove feces. Dogs shall not be
maintained outdoors during periods of extreme weather including but not limited to

hurricanes, tropical storms, and tornados.
(f)  Animals must be given appropriate daily exercise.

(g) No humane slaughter of animals as defined in Florida Statutes, §§ 828.22 and/or

828.23 shall be done within earshot or view of the public.
(h) It shall be unlawful for any person to tease or molest any animal.

(1) It shall be unlawtul for any person to:
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(1) Leave an animal in any unattended motor vehicle;

(2) Transport an animal in any motor vehicle without adequate ventilation or

in unsanitary conditions; or

(3) Subject or cause an animal to be subjected to extreme temperatures that

adversely affect the animal's health or safety.

) It shall be unlawful to transport any animal on a public road in any vehicle unless
the animal is safely and humanely restrained (at a minimum by a hamess with double
tethering for dogs) so that the animal is unable to jump or fall out of the vehicle and, if
the animal is inside of a crate, the crate must be secured to prevent movement. When
animals are transported in a pickup truck with a metal bed, the animals shall be provided

protection from the metal bed.

k) Animals shall not be allowed on any median or in any roadway, highway or street

intersection for any purpose other than crossing same.

D Commercial trappers are prohibited from trapping domestic animals except for
the purpose of TNVR or to retrieve loose owned animals for the purpose of return to
owner. Any animal trapped by a commercial trapper shall be trapped, handled, and
transported in a humane manner. When trapping such animal a commercial trapper shall
comply with Section 4-23(m)(1)-(5) and (7)-(9). A commercial trapper shall not kill any

domestic animal that he/she traps.

(m) Any person trapping a domestic animal shall adhere to the following

requirements:
(1) Use a humane trap;

(2} Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and direct effect of wind, rain

and irrigation/sprinkler system;
(3) Provide fresh water in the trap;

(4) All trapped dogs and cats, other than community cats addressed in subsection (5)
below, shall be immediately returned to their rightful owner or to a governmentally
operated animal shelter or humane society in the County. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, lactating/nursing cats for which no owner can be located shall be

immediately released at the location where the cat was trapped. For any dog or cat
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brought to an animal shelter or humane society, the person who trapped the dog or cat

shall provide the address or exact location where the dog or cat was trapped;

(5) All community cats that are trapped shall be immediately released at the location
where the cat was trapped unless trapped for the purpose of revaccination, medical care

or to address a public health or safety concern as determined by the Division;

(6) No trapped animal shall be killed in any manner other than a method approved in
the American Veterinary Medical Association Guidelines on Euthanasia, as may be

amended from time to time;

(7)  Trapping shall occur no earlier than two (2) hours before sunset and no later than
two (2) hours after sunrise, and trapped animals shall be removed from any trap within

that period, except when trapped by the Division for TNVR or emergency purposes;

(8) Each trap shall include the name, address and telephone number of the person

setting the trap on the trap in letters of no less than one-quarter (Y4) inch in height; and

(9)  Any animal trapped shall be trapped handled and transported in a humane manner.

To the extent not inconsistent with this chapter the following portions of the Florida
Statutes, in their current form and as subsequently amended, are hereby adopted and
incorporated by reference except as to penalty, shall be part of this section as if they

were set out in full and shall be punishable as civil infractions:
(1) Section 828.058, Florida Statutes;

{2) Section 828.065, Florida Statutes;

(3) Section 828.08, Florida Statutes;

(4) Section 828.12, Florida Statutes;

(5) Section 828.121, Florida Statutes;

(6) Section 828.122, Florida Statutes;

(7) Section 828.123, Florida Statutes;

(8) Section 828.1231, Florida Statutes;

(9) Section 828.125, Florida Statutes;

(10) Section 828.13, Florida Statutes;
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(11) Section 828.14, Florida Statutes;
(12) Section 828.16, Florida Statutes;
(13) Section 828.161, Florida Statutes;
(14) Section 828.22, Florida Statutes;
(15) Section 828.23, Florida Statutes;
(16) Section 828.24, Florida Statutes; and

(17) Section 828.252, Florida Statutes.

Section 24. Dogs and cats offered for sale; health requirements.

{a) It shall be unlawful for any person to offer for sale or sell any dog, cat, puppy or kitten

without first obtaining an official certificate of veterinary inspection pursuant to Florida
Statutes, § 828.29, as amended. Dogs, cats, puppies or kittens offered for sale must be
at least eight (8) weeks old, free of internal and external parasites, and have proper

inoculations as described below.

(b) The official certificate of veterinary inspection shall document that the following

inoculations, tests and treatments have been administered:
(1) Dogs/puppies.

a. Inoculated against: canine distemper, leptospirosis, parainfluenza,
hepatitis/canine adenovirus type 2, canine parvovirus, and bordetella. A rabies

inoculation must be provided for any dog three (3) months of age or older.

b.  Diagnostic tests to detect the following internal parasites: hookworms,
roundworms, whipworms, tapeworms, coccidia and giardia. Heartworm detection must
occur for dogs six (6) months of age or older. Appropriate treatment for all positive

findings must be documented.
(2) Cats/kittens.

a.  Inoculated against: panleukopenia, feline viral rhino tracheitis, calici virus and

rabies (provided the cat is over three (3) months of age).

b.  Diagnostic tests to detect the following internal parasites: hookworms,

roundworms, tapeworms and coccidia. Appropriate treatment for all positive findings
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must be documented. Each cat must be feline leukemia tested prior to being offered for

sale, and the results given to the potential purchaser.

(c) The veterinarian shall date the official certificate of veterinary inspection upon the
actual examination and administration of the inoculations and/or treatments. The sale of
all dogs and cats must take place no more than thirty (30) days after the official
certificate of veterinary inspection has been issued. If a dog or cat is not sold within
thirty (30) days of the issuance of the official certificate of veterinary inspection, then a

new examination and inspection certificate must be obtained.

(d) The Division, municipal animal control agencies, and humane societies/rescues shall be

exempt from the provisions of this section.

Section 25. Animal agencies.

(a) Stray Hold Partners shall enter into an agreement with the County agreeing to abide by

all requirements of this Chapter. All Stray Hold Partners shall:

(D Hold stray animals in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption and adoption.
Animals not redeemed in accordance with section 4-12 shall become the property of the
Stray Hold Partner holding the animal. In the event there is a dispute with a possible
owner during the stray holding period, the animal shall be turned over to Animal Care
and Control. For private nonprofit animal organizations and animal rescue
organizations, if an owner comes forward during the stray hold period, they may choose
to bring the animal back to the Division for redemption or redeem directly back to the

OWTIET.

(2) For a period of two (2) years from the date of impoundment of each animal, keep
records of the impoundment and disposition of each animal received and record dates,
names and addresses of persons from whom each animal was obtained and to whom
each animal is released. All such records must be made available to the Division for

inspection and copying upon request.

(3) Provide dogs and cats released to owners with a rabies inoculation and

instructions on acquiring a County rabies/license tag.
(4 Provide dogs and cats released to new adopters with:

a. A rabies inoculation and instructions on acquiring a County rabies tag.
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(®)

(d)

b.  An electronic animal identification device (EAID).

(5) Reasonably assure that adopted dogs are not to be used as commercial guard dogs,

bait dogs, or used for dog fighting.

(6) Assure that animals kept longer than twenty-four (24) hours are maintained in

animal enclosures that are consistent with subsection 4-22(h).

(7)  Contact appropriate agencies for the identification of any animals found with

tattoos, tags or electronic animal identification devices (EAID).
(&) Comply with section 4-23, Animal care; manner of keeping.

(9 Provision shall be made for the sterilization of all dogs and cats sold or released

for adoption by either:

a.  Providing sterilization by a licensed veterinarian before relinquishing custody or

the animal; or

b.  Entering into a written agreement with the adopter guaranteeing that sterilization
will be performed within 30 days or prior to sexual maturity. The humane society,
private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue organization shall require
sufficient deposit from the adopter, which deposit shall be refundable upon presentation
of written evidence by the veterinarian performing the sterilization that the animal has
been sterilized. Upon the request of a licensed veterinarian, and for valid reason, the

time limit within which the animal must be sterilized may be extended.

Non-Stray Hold Partners must follow the same requirements as the general public,

section 4-8 Keeping/Adopting Stray Animals.

All humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations, and animal rescue
organizations that accept animals from any member of the public will be required to
have such person sign a written statement detailing the reclaim, adoption and euthanasia

policies.

All humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations, and animal rescue
organizations must be transparent with potential adopters and/or with other
organizations that are considering accepting the transfer of an animal into their own
program. All known dangerous propensities, such as any bite history, any history of

animal attacks and/or any history of aggressive incidents, as well as any known medical
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conditions, must be disclosed to prospective adopters, fosters and/or to the next

organization taking possession of the animal.

All humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations and animal rescuc
organizations that house or shelter animals within a facility open {o the public are subject

to annual inspection by the Division.

No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization or animal rescue organization
shall provide compensation directly or indirectly to any breeder, pet dealer, pet auction,

or other source in exchange for a cat or dog.

{(g) No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue

organization shall make animals available for adoption or resale in Palm Beach County
if that animal was purchased from a pet auction or commercial breeder within the prior

six (6) months.

(h) No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue

(1)

organization shall market an animal as having been “Rescued” or “Saved” if that animal

was purchased from a breeder, per dealer, pet auction, or other source.

No humane society, private nonprofit amimal organization, or animal rescue
organization shall import or accept any animal originating from any location outside the
state of Florida without obtaining a valid Official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection
for that animal. Such document must certify the animal is free of contagious disease and
be signed by a state licensed veterinarian from the state of origin within 7 days prior to
the date of importation. Such records must be maintained for a minimum of 2 years and

must be made available to the Division upon request.

Section 26. Agoressive dogs and dangerous dogs.

(@)

Classification of dogs as aggressive and dangerous.

@) The Division shall investigate reported incidents involving any dog that may be
aggressive or dangerous and shall, if possible, interview the owner and require a sworn
affidavit from any person, animal control officer, or enforcement officer desiring to have

a dog classified as aggressive or dangerous.

@) In the event that any animal control officer has sufficient cause to believe that a

dog is aggressive or dangerous and that the owner is unable or unwilling to humanely,
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safely and securely confine the dog, the officer may impound the dog pending the
investigation and any appeal if deemed necessary to protect the public. Notwithstanding
the foregoing, a dog that is the subject of a dangerous dog investigation and that has
killed a human being or has bitten a human being and left a bite mark that scores 5 or
higher on the Dunbar bite scale must be immediately confiscated by the Division; placed
in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time; impounded; and held. The dog
must be held pending the outcome of the investigation and any hearings or appeals
related to the dangerous dog classification or any penalty imposed under this chapter. If

the dog is to be destroyed, the dog may not be destroyed while an appeal is pending.

(3) The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees
required for the Division to care for any dog impounded at the shelter pending the

outcome of the investigation and resolution of any hearing or appeal.

(4)  Anowner's refusal to surrender a dog for impoundment pending the investigation

shall constitute a violation of this chapter.

(5) At the discretion of the Division, a dog that is the subject of a an aggressive or
dangerous dog investigation, other than those dogs that are required to be confiscated
by the Division in accordance with section 4-26(a)(2), may be confined at a licensed
facility approved by the Division or at the residence of the owner if the Division is given
adequate assurance by the owner that the dog can be humanely, safely, and securely
confined without posing a danger to the public. If the dog remains with the owner
pending the outcome of a dangerous dog investigation and resolution of any appeal, the
dog shall be at all times maintained in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the
dog from escaping or coming into contact with any person or domestic animal other
than a person or domestic animal in the immediate household of the owner. If the dog
remains with the owner pending the outcome of an aggressive dog investigation and
resolution of any appeal, the dog shall be at all times maintained in a securely fenced or
enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming into contact with any
domestic animal other than a domestic animal in the immediate household of the owner.
Pending resolution of an aggressive or dangerous dog appeal, the dog shall at all times
wear a muzzle when it is off the owner’s property and must be restrained by a substantial

leash not exceeding six (6) feet in length and under the control of a competent person.
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(6) No dog that is the subject of an aggressive or dangerous dog investigation may be
relocated or ownership transferred pending the outcome of an investigation or any
appeal related to the determination of an aggressive or dangerous dog classification. The
owner shall provide the Division with the address of where the dog will be maintained

pending an investigation and any related hearings.

(7} A dog shall not be declared dangerous if the threat, injury or damage was
sustained by a person who, at the time, was unlawfully on the property or, while lawfully
on the property, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog or its owner or a family
member. No dog may be declared aggressive or dangerous if the dog was protecting or
defending a human being within the immediate vicinity of the dog from an unjustified

attack or assault.

(8) If a dog is classified as a dangerous dog due to an incident that causes severe
injury to a human being, based upon the nature and circumstances of the injury and the
likelihood of a future threat to the public safety, health, and welfare, the dog may be

destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner.

(9) A dog that is moved into Palm Beach County and thét has been equivalently
classified as dangerous in another jurisdiction shall be subject to all of the dangerous
dog requirements set forth herein. Within seven (7) days after a dog is moved into Palm
Beach County, the owner shall obtain a certificate of registration for the dog from the
Division.

(10)  After its investigation, the Division shall make an initial determination as to
whether there is sufficient cause to classify the dog as aggressive or dangerous, and as
to the appropriate penalty, if classified as Dangerous. The Division shall provide written
notification of sufficient cause finding (and proposed penalty, for a dangerous dog), to
the owner, by registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service in
conformance with the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process. The owner
shall be afforded an opportunity for a hearing before a Special Master prior to a final
determination of the classification. If the owner decides to appeal the initial
determination, the owner shall file a written request with the Division for a hearing
before the Special Master within seven (7) calendar days from the date of receipt of the

notification of the sufficient cause finding and if requested, the hearing shall be held as
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(b)

soon as possible, no sooner than five (5) calendar days and not more than twenty-one
(21) calendar days after receipt of the request from the owner. Said written request must
be accompanied by an appeal bond and any applicable fees for the care and boarding of
said dog (due through the fifth day following the date of the request for hearing). The
appeal bond and any other applicable fees shall be established by the Board by
resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the Division in the form of a money
order, a certified check, a cashiet's check, or a bank check payable to the County. The
Division shall provide notice of the hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail,
facsimile, certified mail or certified hand delivery. If a hearing is not timely requested
regarding the aggressive or dangerous dog classification or proposed penalty, the

determination of the Division as to such matter is final.

(11) - Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the Special Master may, at the
Special Master's discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with prejudice. In such

instances, the determination of the Division as to such matter is final.

(12)  Upon an aggressive or dangerous dog classification becoming final after a hearing
or by operation of law pursuant to subsection 4-26(a), the Division shall provide written
notification to the owner by registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or
service in conformance with the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process.
The owner may appeal the dangerous dog classification, or penalty, or both, to the
Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court in and for Palm Beach County,
Florida. The owner may appeal the aggressive dog classification by filing a petition for
writ of centioran in the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court in and for Palm Beach County

in accordance with the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.

(13) Hunting dogs are exempt from this section when engaged in any legal hunt or
training procedure. Dogs engaged in training or exhibiting in legal sports such as
obedience trials, conformation shows, field trials, hunting/retrieving trials, and herding
trials are exempt from this section when engaged in any legal procedures. However,
such dogs at all other times in all other respects are subject to this chapter. Dogs that

have been classified as dangerous may not be used for hunting purposes.

Aggressive dog mandates and responsibilities. Within fourteen (14) days after a dog has

been classified as aggressive or an aggressive dog classification is upheld on appeal, the
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(©)

aggressive dog shall be implanted with an approved electronic animal identification
device (EAID) at the owner's sole expense and the aggressive dog shall be
spayed/neutered unless a licensed veterinarian has examined the dog and certified in
writing, that at such time spaying/neutering the classified dog will endanger its health
because of infirmity, disability, illness or other medical consideration. However, the dog
will be spayed/neutered as soon as its health permits. If there is a disagreement
concerning the health status for sterilizing an aggressive dog, the Division may have the
animal care and control staff/contract veterinarian examine the dog to determine its

eligibility for sterilization.

() Responsibilities for owner. An aggressive dog shall at all times wear a muzzle
when it is off the owner's property and must be restrained by a substantial chain or leash
not exceeding six (6) feet in length and under the control of a competent person. The
muzzle must be made in a manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with
its vision or respiration but must prevent it from biting any person or domestic animal.
Dogs that have been classified as aggressive shall not be brought to a dog park, public

park or public beach that allows dogs.

The Director or designee may, in his or her discretion, enter into a written consent
agreement with the owner of a dog sought to be classified as aggressive providing for a
one-year probationary period prior to an aggressive dog classification becoming final.
The consent agreement shall provide written assurance of voluntary compliance with all
applicable provisions of this chapter. The consent agreement may in addition provide
for remedial or corrective action, includiﬁg but not limited to, evidence of successful
completion of a course of dog training. Except as expressly provided for in the consent
agreement, the consent agreement shall not be deemed to impose any limitation on the
County’s ability to enforce any provisions of this Chapter. Violation of the consent
agreement shall be a violation of this Chapter, may lead to termination of the consent
agreement, and may result in an aggressive or, if warranted, dangerous dog

classification.

(d) Dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities.

(1) Mandates for owner. Except for any dog that is required to be destroyed pursuant

to section 4-26(a)(8), within seven (7) days after a dog has been classified as dangerous
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or a dangerous dog classification is upheld on appeal, an owner of a dangerous dog shall
obtain a certificate of registration for the dog from the Division and renew the certificate
annually. The fee shall be established by the Board by Resolution. The certificate of
registration may only be issued to the owner upon sufficient evidence of compliance

with all of the following:
a. A certificate of rabies vaccination.

b. A proper enclosure to confine the dangerous dog and the posting of the premises
with a clearly visible warning sign at all entry points which informs both children and

adults of the presence of a dangerous dog on the property.

¢.  The dog shall be implanted with an approved electronic animal identification

device (EAID) at the owner's sole expense.

d.  The owner of a dangerous dog shall provide the Division with two (2) color
photographs of the dog, (front view and side view) that clearly identifies the classified

dog. Each photograph shall be at least three (3) inches by three (3) inches.

e. A dangerous dog must be spayed/neutered unless a licensed veterinarian has
examined the dog and certified in writing, that at such time spaying/neutering the
classified dog would endanger its health because of infirmity, disability, illness or other
medical consideration. However, the dog must be spayed/neutered as soon as its health
permits. If there is a disagreement concerning the health status for sterilizing a
dangerous dog, the Division may have the animal care and control staff/contract

veterinarian examine the dog to determine its eligibility for sterilization.

f.  Liability insurance coverage in an amount of at least $100,000 to cover damages
resulting from an attack by the dangerous dog causing bodily injury to a person and

provide proof of the required liability insurance coverage to the Division.

(2) Responsibilities for owner.

a.  The owner shall immediately notify the Division when a dangerous dog:

1. Is loose, unconfined or lost/stolen;

2. Has bitten a human being or attacked another domestic animal;
3. Is sold, given away, or dies; or

4, Is moved to another address.
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b.  Prior to a dangerous dog being sold or given away, the owner shall provide the
name, address and phone number of the new owner to the Division. The new owner
shall execute a document to be supplied by the Division, acknowledging that the owner
is aware of the dangerous dog classification, and that the owner must comply with the
requirements of this section. The new owner must comply with all of the requirements
of this chapter. If the animal is moved out of the County to another jurisdiction within
the State, the owner is required to abide by Florida Statutes Ch. 767. The animal control
authority at the new location must be notified by the owner of a dog classified as

dangerous, that the dog is in its jurisdiction.

¢.  While on the owner's property, a dangerous dog must be securely confined indoors
or securely confined outdoors in an enclosed and locked structure, suitable to prevent
the entry of any person other than adult members of the immediate household and
constructed to prevent the dog from escaping. The structure must be a mimmum of
eighty (80) square feet. Such structure shall have secure sides and a secure top and
bottom to prevent the dog from escaping over, under or through the structure. The
enclosure shall provide a humane existence for the dog and protection from the

elements.

d.  When being transported, a dangerous dog must wear a muzzle and be safely and

securely restrained within a vehicle.

e.  The owner shall prominently display a sign to be provided by the Division at the
owner's expense, on his/her premises at all entry points warning children and adults that
there is a dangerous dog on the property. The fee for this sign shall be established by

the Board by resolution.

f. A dangerous dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it is not securely confined
indoors or securely confined outdoors in an enclosed and locked structure on the owner's
property. A dangerous dog may be off the owner's premises or out of its enclosure if it
is muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or leash not exceeding six (6) feet in
length and under the control of a competent person. The muzzle must be made in a
manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration but
must prevent it from biting any person or domestic animal. Notwithstanding the

foregoing, the owner may exercise the dog in a securely fenced or enclosed area that
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does not have a top, with a muzzle but without a leash, if the dog remains within his or
her sight and only members of the immediate household or persons eighteen (18) years

of age or older are allowed in the fenced yard or enclosure while the dog is present.
g. A dangerous dog shall not be used as a guard dog as defined in this chapter.

h.  Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be used for hunting

purposes.

i Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be brought to a dog park or

public park or public beach that allows dogs.

J. When any person or domestic animal other than the owner or a person or domestic
animal in the immediate household of the owner visits the premises where the dangerous
dog is maintained, the owner shall secure the dangerous dog in an enclosed and locked
structure to prevent such person or domestic animal from coming into contact with the

dangerous dog.

k. Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be brought to any
nonresidential establishment other than a veterinary office or other facility where the

dangerous dog is being treated, trained or boarded.

L. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a dangerous dog may be cared for at a boarding
facility or by a pet sitter if the boarding facility or pet sitter acknowledges in writing

that the dog is a dangerous dog and agrees to comply with this chapter.

The Division shall have the authority to make inspections to ensure that the provisions cited

herein are complied with.

An owner of a dangerous dog shall have the option to have said dog humanely euthanized at

()

his/her sole expense by the Division or licensed veterinarian if the owner is unable to

comply with the requirements cited herein.
Violations.

a.  The Division is responsible for investigating alleged violations of this section after
a dog is classified as aggressive or dangerous. A citation may be issued to the owner of
any aggressive or dangerous dog alleged to be in violation of this section. The
investigating officer may issue such citation upon the receipt of one (1) swom affidavit

of complaint. This affidavit shall specify the address or location of the alleged violation,
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the nature, time and date(s) of the act, the name and address of the owner, if known, and
a description of the dog. In the event that a third or subsequent citation is issued to the

owner for violation of this section, the owner shall be required to appear in court.

b.  An animal care and control officer may impound a dangerous dog if the owner
fails to comply with the dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities cited herein. A
dangerous dog impounded under this section may be redeemed by the owner upon the
owner's compliance with the dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities and payment
of any boarding fees, impound fees, or other applicable fees established by the Board
by resolution. If the owner does not comply with the dangerous dog mandates and
responsibilities and redeem the dangerous dog within fourteen (14) days of the date the

dog was impounded, the dog shall become the property of the County.

(e) Attack or bite by dangerous dog or unclassified dog that causes death; confiscation;

destruction.

(1) If a dog that has previously been declared dangerous attacks or bites a person or
a domestic animal, without provocation, the dangerous dog shall be immediately
confiscated by the Division, placed in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of
time or impounded and held ten (10} business days after the owner is given written
notification by certified mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt), or service in
conformance with the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process and

thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner.

(2)  If a dog that has not previously been declared dangerous attacks and causes the
severe injury to or death of any human, the dog shall be immediately confiscated by the
Division, placed in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time or held for ten
(10) business days after the owner is given written notification by registered mail,
certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service in conformance with the provisions
of chapter 48 relating to service of process and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious

and humane manner.

(3) If a dog that has not been declared dangerous attacks and causes the death of a
human, the dog shall be immediately confiscated by the Division, placed in quarantine,
if necessary, for the proper length of time; impounded; or and held for ten (10) business
days after the owner is given writien notification by registered mail, certified hand
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delivery (signed receipt) or service in conformance with the provisions of chapter 48

relating to service of process and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and humane

manner.

4)

A dog shall not be subject to classification if the threat, injury or damage was

sustained by a person who, at the time, was unlawfully on the property or, while lawfully

on the property, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog or its owner or a family

member. No dog may be subject to classification if the dog was protecting or defending

a human being within the immediate vicinity of the dog from an unjustified attack or

assault.
(5) Classification process.
a. The Division shall investigate any incident involving any dog that may

subject the dog to classification under section 4-26(¢) and shall, if’ possible,
interview the owner and require a sworn affidavit from any person, animal control
officer, or enforcement officer desiring to have a dog classified. The dog shall be
impounded and held by the Division pending the outcome of the investigation and

any appeal.

b. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other
fees required for the Division to care for the dog pending the ouicome of the

investigation and resolution of any appeal.

c. An owner's refusal to surrender a dog for impoundment pending the
investigation shall constitute a violation of this chapter. No dog that is the subject
of an investigation under section 4-26(e) may be relocated or ownership

transferred.

d. After its investigation, the Division shall make an initial determination as
to whether there is sufficient cause to destroy the dog. The Division shall provide
written notification of sufficient cause finding, to the owner, by registered mail,
certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service in conformance with the
provisions of chapter 48 relating to serﬁce of process. The owner may request a
hearing under subsection 4-26(a) during the 10 business days after such
notification. The hearing shall be held no sooner than five (5) calendar days and

not more than twenty-one (21) calendar days after receipt of the request from the
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owner. The appeal bond, and any applicable fees for the care and boarding of said
dog (due through the fifth day following the date of the request for hearing) must
accompany the owner's written request. The appeal bond and fees shall be
established by the Board by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the
Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a
bank check payable to the County. The Division shall provide notice of the
hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail, certified mail or certified hand
delivery. If the owner fails to appeal within the ten (10) business days of the

notification, the dog shall be destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner.

€. Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the Special Master may,
at the Special Master's discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with
prejudice. In such instances, the process will proceed and the dog shall be

destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner.

(6) Notice of appeal. The owner may appeal the classification to the Circuit Court of the
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court in and for Palm Beach County, Florida in accordance

with the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.

Section 27. Sterilization program for dogs and cats.

(a) Purpose. The Board has determined that the unintended or uncontrolled breeding of
dogs and cats within the County leads to many dogs, cats, puppies, and kittens being
unwanted, becoming strays, suffering privation and death, being impounded and
cuthanized at great expense to the community, and constituting a public nuisance and
public health hazard. It is, therefore, declared to be the public policy of the County that
every feasible means of reducing the number of unwanted dogs, cats, puppies, and

kittens be encouraged.
(b) Spaying, neutering of dogs and cats.

(1) Every dog six (6) months of age or older and every cat four (4) months of age or
older within the County shall be spayed or neutered, unless proof of one (1) of the

following exemptions is provided to the Division:
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a. The dog or cat is registered with a national or international club,
association, or registry recognized by the Division, and the owner certifies in
writing to the Division that the animal 1s being used, trained, or considered for use
in a show(s), sporting competition(s), or other similar competitive event(s) held

by one (1) or more national or international clubs, associations, or registries.

b. A veterinarian licensed in the State certifies in writing that the dog or cat
is medically unfit to undergo the required spay or neuter procedure because of a

medical condition, including but not limited to age, that would be substantially

' aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause the dog or cat's death. The

writing must state the date by which the dog or cat may be safely spayed or
neutered. The Division may extend the time for spaying or neutering a dog or cat
or may exempt such dog or cat from the spay/neuter requirement based upon the
written medical recommendation of a licensed veterinarian. For a dog or cat that
is not spayed or neutered due to a health condition as provided herein, the license
tag fee established by the Board for sterilized dogs or cats shall apply. As soon as
the medical condition that prevents a dog or cat from being spayed or neutered
ceases to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such dog or cat to promptly

comply with this section.

c. The dog is currently used by a law enforcement agency for law

enforcement purposes.

d. The dog is a guide dog or service animal as defined in section 4-2 of this

chapter.

€. The owner wishes to keep the dog unsterilized and certifies in writing to
the Division that the dog will not be bred or used for stud purposes unless an
appropriate breeder permit is first obtained from the Division. Breeding or vsing
the dog for stud in violation of this provision shall constitute a violation of this

chapter.

f. The dog is used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial
breeder. The cat is used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial
breeder and is registered as a pedigreed cat with the Cat Fancier Association or
the International Cat Association.
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g. The dog or cat is being harbored by a shelter, humane society, or private
animal nonprofit organization, or animal rescue organization whether public or
private, whose principal purpose is securing the adoption of dogs or cats or
offering sanctuary for dogs or cats, provided that the dog or cat is spayed or

neutered in accordance with Section 4-25, Animal agencies.

h. Illegal Breeders will be required to spay or neuter their animals within 30

days of notice of non-compliance.

Section 28. Hobbyv breeder permits.

(a) Hobby breeder permits.

(1)  No person shall breed a dog or cat or offer a dog or cat for breeding or stud
purposes without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit issued by the Division.
No person shall maintain unsterilized dogs over si\x (6) months of age or unstenlized
cats over four (4) months of age together without first obtaining an appropriate breeding
permit from the Division. No cat shall be bred unless it is a pedigreed cat registered as
such with the Cat Fancier Association or the International Cat Association. No hobby
breeder permit shall be issued unless the cats to be bred are pedigreed cats registered as

such with the Cat Fancier Association or the International Cat Association. The cost of

the permit and other related fees shall be established by the Board by resolution.

(2) Any person found to be engaging in illegal breeding will not be eligible to obtain

a Hobby Breeder permit for one year.
(3)  Hobby breeders shall:

a.  Notbreed more than two (2) litters or more than nineteen (19) dogs, cats, puppies,

or kittens during a one-year period;

b.  Not offer for sale, sell, trade, receive any compensation for or give away more
than two (2) litters or more than nineteen (19) dogs, cats, puppies, or kittens during a

one-year period;

¢.  Keep records for the duration of the hobby breeder permit and all permit renewals
as to the birth of each litter of puppies or kittens and shall make such records available

for review by the Division upon request;
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d.  Keep records including but not limited to records concerning rabies vaccinations,
all other inoculations and any medical condition(s) of each dog, cat, puppy or kitten

intended to be sold, given away, or otherwise conveyed;

e.  On a quarterly basis, the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner
of any dog, cat, puppy or kitten placed or a notice that no animal was sold during the

quarter shall be provided to the Division;

f. - Furnish to each new owner of a dog, cat, puppy or kitten the hobby breeder permit

number so the new owner has proof and assurance that the animal was legally bred;

g.  Not offer a puppy or kitten under the age of eight (8) weeks for sale, trade, other
compensation or free giveaway, with the exception of animals taken to an animal

shelter;

h.  Recommend to each new owner that any animal sold, transferred or given away
be examined by a licensed veterinarian within one (1) week of the date of transfer and

notify the new owner of State requirements for rabies vaccinations;

1. List the person's hobby breeder permit number on all advertisements and literature
concerning the sale or free giveaway of any dog, cat, puppy or kitten of the hobby

breeder;

j. Adhere to minimum standards regarding the care and manner of keeping of

animals as provided in section 4-23, animal care; manner of keeping; and

k.  To the extent permitted by law, allow the Division to inspect the exterior of the
premises wherein an animal that is the subject of a hobby breeder permit is maintained
and to view any animal that is the subject of the permit. Such inspection will conducted
at least once per year, typically at times of new permit application and as a condition of
annual renewal. If a hobby breeder refuses to allow the Division to perform an
inspection as provided herein, citations may be issued and the Division may apply for a
warrant pursuant to Florida Statutes Ch. 933. All reports of such inspections shall be in

writing and maintained by the Division.

(4) A hobby breeder permit is valid for a period of one (1) year from the date of

issuance and must be renewed annually. Renewal applications for permits shall be made

at least thirty (30) days prior to expiration.
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(5) A hobby breeder permit is not transferable, assignable, or refundable.

(6) Each person owning an animal intended to be used for breeding or studding shall
obtain a hobby breeder permit prior to using any dog or cat for breeding or stud
purposes. A hobby breeder must obtain an unaltered license tag for each unaltered dog

or cat covered under the hobby breeder permit.
(7 Only one hobby breeder permit shall be issued per parcel of land.
(b) Obtaining a hobby breeder permit.

(1) A person seeking a hobby breeder permit shall apply to the Division on a form

approved by the Division.

(2)  The permit application shall include but is not limited to the following

information:
a.  The name, address and telephone number of the applicant;

b. A statement as to whether the applicant has ever been convicted of the offense of
cruelty to animals or had a final judgment entered against the applicant under F.S. §

828.073, or any other statute prohibiting animal neglect or mistreatment;
c. A description (species, breed, sex, age, coloration) of each animal under the
permit; and
d. A description of the activity for which the permit is requested.
(3) If the applicant withholds or falsifies any information on the application, no

permit shall be issued and any permit previously issued based on false or withheld

information shall be revoked.

(4) No person who has previously been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on,
or plead nolo contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities
involving animals, child abuse, or domestic violence or who has had a final judgment
entered against him/her pursuant to Florida Statutes 828.073 or comparable statute, shall

be issued a hobby breeder permit.

(¢) Permit procedures.
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(D) The permit applicant shall complete an application, supply all information
requested by the Division, and pay the applicable permit fee established by the Board

by resolution.

(2) Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30) days in order for applicants to

make corrections to meet minimum compliance specifications.
(d) Violations.

(D Failure to apply for a permit prior to operating as a hobby breeder shall constitute

a violation.

(2) Failure to reapply for a permit at least thirty (30) days before expiration of the

existing permit shall constitute a violation.

(3)  Refusal to allow an animal control officer to inspect an animal or the premises as

provided in section 4-28(a)(2)k. shall constitute a violation.

Gy It shall be a violation of this chapter to counterfeit a hobby breeder permit or
official certificate of veterinary inspection or to maliciously destroy a hobby breeder

permit.

(5) It shall be a violation of this section to advertise, display, attempt to sell or sell

any dog or cat on any roadside or public right-of-way.
(¢) Permit denial, revocation, and suspension.

(D By notice of adverse action, the Division may deny, revoke or suspend any permit

if it is determined that:

a.  There has been a material misstatement or misrepresentation in the permit
application;
b.  The applicant/permit holder has been cited for at least three (3) violations of this

chapter within a two-year period, cach resulting in the imposition of a fine;

c.  The permit holder/applicant has outstanding and unsatisfied civil penalties

imposed due to a violation of this chapter;

d.  The applicant/permit holder, his/her agent or a member of the household has been
convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere to a crime of

animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or domestic
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violence or has had a final judgment entered against him/her pursuant to Florida Statutes

828.073 or comparable statute; or

e.  Ananimal under the care and responsibility of an applicant/permit holder has been
found to be in need of immediate veterinary care that, if not treated, would result in

suffering, pain or death.

(2) No permit fee shall be refunded for a permit that is revoked or suspended. For a
permit that is denied after review, the permit fee shall be refunded as provided by the

Board by resolution.

(f) Appeal process.

(D Any applicant or permit holder who has been denied a permit or whose permit has
been revoked or suspended may appeal this action to a Special Master within the ten-
day period after the Division originates the adverse action. A written notice of appeal
and appeal bond must be filed with the Division within ten (10) days of the notice of
adverse action. The Board of County Commissioners is hereby authorized to establish
the amount of the appeal bond by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the
Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank

check payable to the County.

(2) The appeal will be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30) calendar days after
the applicant or permit holder has submitted a notice of appeal. The initial hearing on
the appeal may be continued by the Division, the Special Master, or the applicant or

permit holder beyond the thirty (30} calendar days for good cause shown.

3) Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before the Special Master shall be

govemed as provided in section 4-329, Animal care and control Special Master hearing.

(4) The denial, revocation or suspension of the permit shall be upheld or reversed by

the Special Master.

(5) All decisions by the Special Master shall be final and reviewable by writ of

certiorari to the County Circuit Court.

(6)  The Special Master shall provide the applicant or permit holder with written

notice of his/her decision.

(g) Owner requirements following notice of adverse action and/or appeal process.
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(1} If the notice of adverse action of denial, revocation or suspension of a hobby
breeder permit is not appealed, the applicant or permit holder shall come into

compliance with this chapter within ten (10) days after the notice of adverse action.

(2) Any person whose permit has been revoked may not reapply for a period of one
(1) year. Each reapplication for a permit shall be accompanied by a fee to be established

by the Board by resolution.

(h) Fee waiver. The Division shall waive the annual hobby breeder permit fee for any
person/applicant who applies for a hobby breeder permit on or before August 1, 2008.
For persons/applicants who apply for a hobby breeder permit during this period, the
Division shall also annually waive the fee for two (2) unaltered dog or cat license tags.
The fee waiver shall remain in effect for a hobby breeder so long as the hobby breeder

remains in compliance with this chapter and F.S. ch. 828.

Section 29. Special Master hearings.

(a) The Board of County Commissioners shall appoint Special Masters who shall make
decisions relating to any hearings that have been initiated as provided in this chapter.

The Board shall appoint as many Special Masters as deemed necessary.

1. Special Masters shall at minimum: (2) be a graduate of a law school accredited by
the American Bar Association; (b) demonstrate knowledge of local govemment
regulations and procedures; (¢) be a member in good standing with the Florida Bar; and
(d) meet other such qualifications that may be established by resolution of the

Commission.

2. Special Masters shall enter into an agreement with the Board setting forth the

terms and conditions of their service.

3. Code Enforcement Special Masters selected in accordance with Article 2 of the
Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code may serve ex officio as Special

Masters.

4. The County Manager shall have authority to remove individual Special Masters

with or without cause.
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(b)

©

(d)

()

®

(2

(h)

(i)

Each case before the Special Master shall be presented by the county.

Upon request of the Division, or at such other times as may be necessary, a hearing
before a Special Master may be convened. A record shall be kept of all Special Master

hearings and all hearings shall be open to the public.

At the hearing, the burden of proof shall be upon the Division to show by a

preponderance of the evidence that a violation of this chapter has occurred.
All testimony shall be under oath and shall be recorded.

The formal rules of evidence shall not apply but fundamental due process shall be
observed and shall govern the proceedings. Upon determination of the Special Master,
irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious evidence may be excluded, but all other
evidence of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent persons in the conduct
of their affairs shall be admissible, whether or not such evidence would be admissible
in a trial in the courts of the State of Florida. Any part of the evidence may be received

in written form.

The Special Master may inquire of or question any witness present at the hearing. The
alleged violator, his/her attorney, the Division or attorney representing the Division
shall be permitted to inquire of or question any witness present at the hearing. The
Special Master may consider testimony presented by the Division, the alleged violator,

or any other witnesses.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Special Master shall orally render his or her
decision based on evidence entered into the record. The decision shall then be
transmitted to the alleged violator in the form of a written order including findings of
fact, and conclusions of law consistent with the record. All decisions of the Special
Master shall be final. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, the order may include

a notice that it must be complied with by a specified date.

An aggrieved party, including the local governing body, may appeal a final
administrative order of the Special Master concerning a dangerous dog classification
under Section 4-26 or a violation of this chapter by filing an appeal in the circuit court.
Such an appeal shall not be a hearing de novo but shall be limited to appellate review
of the record created before the Special Master. An appeal shall be filed within 30 days

of the execution of the order to be appealed Special Master orders involving a denial,
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revocation, or suspension any permit issued under this chapter or an aggressive dog
classification issued under section 4-26 by may be appealed by filing a petition for writ
of certiorari in the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court in and for Palm Beach County or in
accordance with any other procedure allowed by law. PBC may assess a reasonable

charge for the preparation of the record to be paid by the petitioner in accordance with

F.S. §119.07.
(i) The Special Master shall have the power to:

(D Subpoena alleged violators and witnesses to its hearings. Subpoenas may be
served by a sheriff or other authorized persons consistent with Rule 1.410(d), Florida

Rules of Civil Procedure upon request by the Special Master.
(2) Subpoena records and other documentary materials.
(3) Take testimony under oath.

4) Issue orders having the full force and effect of law to command whatever steps

are necessary to bring a violation into compliance.

(5) Issue orders requiring an owner to reimburse the County for any costs incurred to

care for an animal.

(k) If the County prevails in any hearing before the Special Master, the alleged violator's
appeal bond (if required) shall be forfeited, in whole or in part, to the County to the
extent neéessary to cover the cost of the Special Master. [f the alleged violator prevails
in any hearing before the Special Master, the appeal bond shall be returned to the alleged

violator.

D Upon the finding of a violation, the Special Master may impose the maximum fine
provided for in section 4-31. If the violation has been corrected prior to the hearing, the
Special Master may impose a fine less than the maximum fine provided for in section

4-31.

(m) Upon the finding of a violation or ruling in favor of the County, the Special Master may
order the violator/respondent to pay the County for the costs and expenses involved in

the case.

(n) A certified copy of an order imposing a fine, or a fine plus costs, may be recorded in

the public records and thereafter shall constitute a lien upon any real or personal
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property owned by the violator. Upon petition to the circuit court, such order shall be
enforceable in the same manner as a court judgment by the sheriffs of this state,
including execution and levy against the personal property of the violator, but such order
shall not be deemed to be a court judgment except for enforcement purposes. A fine
imposed pursuant to this part shall continue to accrue until the violator comes into
compliance or until judgment is rendered in a suit filed pursuant to this section,
whichever occurs first. A lien arising from a fine imposed pursuant to this section runs
in favor of the local governing body, and the local governing body may execute a
satisfaction or release of lien entered pursuant to this section. After 3 months from the
filing of any such lien which remains unpaid, the Special Master may authorize the local
governing body attorney to foreclose on the lien or to sue to recover a money judgment
for the amount of the lien plus accrued interest. No lien created pursuant to the
provisions of this part may be foreclosed on real property, which is a homestead under
s. 4, Art. X of the State Constitution. The money judgment provisions of this section
shall not apply to real property or personal property which is covered under s. 4(a), Art.

X of the State Constitution.

Section 30. Interference with enforcement.

(a)

(b)

(d)

(©

®

It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly hinder, resist or oppose any officer or

employee of the Division in the performance of his/her duties.

It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly interfere with or damage any humane

animal trap owned by the Division or to molest or release any animal caught therein.

No animal that is the subject of a manner of keeping, animal cruelty, dangerous/vicious
dog or animal bite investigation may be relocated or ownership transferred pending the

outcome of the investigation.

It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to present an animal to an officer for

examination when that animal is the subject of an investigation.

It shall be unlawful to provide an animal compliance officer with false information or

to take any action that would compromise an investigation.

It shall be unlawful to impersonate any Division personnel and/or forge, alter, mutilate,
or use the County’s official logo, seal, or any other official insignia in any form without

the prior written consent of the County.
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(g)

It shall be unlawful to falsify information about any animal in an attempt to defraud,

mislead, or interfere with an investigation.

Section 31. Enforcement; penalties.

(a)

(b)

Any violation of this chapter is a civil infraction and may be enforced as provided in

Section 828.27, Florida Statutes.

Any person who has committed an act in violation of this chapter shall may receive a
citation from the Division by an animal control officer or law enforcement officer who
has probable cause to believe that the person has committed a civil infraction in violation

of this chapter. The citation form shall include, but not be limited to the following:
1. The date and time of issuance.

2. The name and address of the person.

3. The date and time the civil infraction was committed.

4. A brief statement of facts constituting probable cause.

5. The ordinance violated.

6. The name of the officer.

7. The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil penalty, to contest

the citation, or to appear at the mandatory hearing for certain aggravated violations.
8. The applicable civil penalty if the person elects to contest the citation.
9. The maximum civil penalty if the person elects not to contest the citation.

10. For Special Master Proceedings, notice that failure to pay the civil penalty or to
request a hearing within ten (10) days, after receipt of the citatioh, exclusive of
weekends and legal holidays, shall constitute a waiver of the alleged violator's right to
a hearing and may result in the entry of an order against the violator and the imposition
of a civil penalty not to exceed $2,500 for a first violation, $5,000 for a second violation,

and $7,500 for a third or subsequent violation.

11.  For county court proceedings, notice that if the person fails to pay the civil penalty
within the time allowed, or fails to appear in court to contest the citation, the person

shall be deemed to have waived his or her right to contest the citation and that, in such
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(©)

(d)

©)

®

(2

(D)

)

Q)

case, judgment may be entered against the person for an amount up to the maximum

civil penalty.

The Special Master and County Court shall have jurisdiction over all violations of this

chapter.

For citations processed through county court, the County Clerk shall accept designated

fines and issue receipts therefore.

Violation of any provision of this chapter shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed
five hundred dollars ($500.00), unless otherwise provided by law. A person who
violates Section 767.12, Florida Statutes, commits a noncriminal infraction, punishable
by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) per violation. A person who
violates Section 828.27(1)(g)(2)(b), Florida Statutes, commits a noncriminal infraction,
punishable by a fine not to exceed two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) for a first
violation, five thousand ($5,000) for a second violation, and seven thousand five
hundred dollars ($7,500) for a third or subsequent violation per violation. Any person
who has violated any provision of this chapter or a statute incorporated herein by
reference shall be fined an amount as established by the Board of County

Commissioners by resolution.

The act for which the citation is issued shall cease upon receipt of the citation, unless

otherwise specified therein.

Payment shall be made as directed within the citation. If the person cited pays the civil

penalty, he or she waives the right to a hearing on whether the violation was committed.

Pursuant to Florida Statutes, §§ 938.01 and 938.19, mandatory costs shall be assessed
against every person found in violation of this chapter. Pursuant to Florida Statute §
828.27, a five dollar ($5.00) surcharge shall be assessed against every person found in

violation of this chapter.

Any person who fails to make payment within the specified period shall be deemed to

have waived his/her right to pay the uncontested civil penalty as set forth in the citation.

Any person who elects to appear before the court to contest the citation shall be deemed
to have waived his/her right to pay the uncontested civil penalty as set forth in the

citation. The court, after a hearing, shall make a determination as to whether a violation
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(k)

D

has occurred and may impose a civil penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars
($500.00) plus court costs. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a person who violates
Section 767.12, Florida Statutes, commits a noncriminal infraction, punishable by a fine
not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) per violation or violates Section
828.27(1)(g)(2)(b), Florida Statutes, commits a noncriminal infraction, punishable by a
fine not to exceed two thousand five hundred ($2,500) for a first violation, five thousand
($5,000) for a second violation, and seven thousand five hundred ($7,500) for a third or

subsequent violation, plus court costs.

If a person fails to pay the civil penalty, or fails to appear in court to contest the citation,
he or she shall be deemed to have waived his right to contest the citation; and in such
case, a default judgment may be entered and the judge shall impose a fine at that time.

An order to show cause may be issued.

Any person who willfully refuses to sign and accept a citation issued by an officer shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided by Florida

Statutes, §§ 775.082 or 775.083.

(m) The Division may require mandatory Special Master or court appearances for certain

(n)

aggravated violations of this chapter resulting in the unprovoked biting, attacking or
wounding of a domestic animal; violations resulting in the destruction or loss of
personal property; or violations resulting in the issuance of a third or subsequent citation
to a person. The citation shall clearly inform the person of the mandatory court
appearance. The Division shall maintain records to prove the number of citations issued
to the person. Persons required to appear before a Special Master or in court do not have

the option of paying the fine instead of appearing in court.

The following process applies when citations are issued pursuant to the jurisdiction of

the Special Master:

1.  Whenever, based upon personal investigation and in accordance with the policies
and procedures established by the division, the animal control officer has reasonable
and probable grounds to believe that a person has committed a violation of this chapter,

the officer may issue a citation to the violator.

2. The act for which the citation is issued shall cease upon receipt of the citation

unless otherwise specified in the citation, and the person charged with the violation shall
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(0)

elect either to correct the violation and pay the civil penalty in the manner indicated on
the citation or, within ten (10} days of receipt of the citation, exclusive of weekends and
legal holidays, request an administrative hearing before the Special Master to appeal the
issuance of the citation. If the hearing date is not set forth in the citation, a notice of
hearing shall be served on the violator as provided herein. Failure of the violator to
appeal the decision of the animal control officer within the timeframe as set forth herein
shall constitute a waiver of the violator's right to an administrative hearing. A waiver of
the right to an administrative hearing shall be deemed an admission of the violation and

penalties may be imposed accordingly.

o]

3.  Upon written notification by the animal control officer that a violator has not
contested the citation or paid the penalty within the time allowed on the citation, or if a
violation has not been corrected within the time set forth on the citation, the Special
Master shall enter an order ordering the violator to pay the civil penalty set forth on the
citation. A hearing shall not be necessary for the issuance of such an order. The order

shall include a notice, if applicable, that fine(s) were imposed.

4. Upon appeal of a citation, or at such other times as may be necessary, a hearing

before the Special Master may be convened in accordance with section 4-30.

5. Any person who, within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of the citation, fails to
either come into compliance with the section of this chapter for which he or she is in
violation or request a hearing, shall be subject to additional citations for second and

subsequent violations of the same section of this chapter.

The violation of any provision of this chapter may also be enforced pursuant to FSS Ch.
162, Local Government Code Enforcement Boards Act, and Article 10 of the Palm
Beach County Unified Land Development Code, all as may be amended or recodified
from time to time. A Palm Beach County Special master may impose fines as provided
for in FSS 162.09(2)(d). In determining the amount of the fine, the Palm Beach County

Special Master shall consider:
(1) The gravity of the violation;
(2) Any actions taken by the violator to correct the violation; and

(3) Any previous violations committed by the violator.
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The Board of County Commissioners may by resolution adopt recommended fine

amounts for consideration by a special master.

(p) Failure to comply with any provision of this chapter shall constitute a separate and

distinct violation.

(q) Each day a violation of any provision of this chapter exists shall constitute a separaté

)

(s)

(®

(u)

and distinct violation.

Whether a person is cited for 1st, 2nd, or 3rd offense will be based on the issuance of
prior citations to anyone residing in the same residence, and/or caring for the same
animals, within the prior 12 months. A person will only receive a 1st offense citation if
no other resident/caretaker received a citation for the same violation within the prior 12

months.

Nothing herein shall limit any other enforcement mechanism authorized by law,

including, but not limited to, the right to seek injunctive or any other equitable relief.

It is the purpose of this code to provide additional, cumulative remedies. These sanctions

are in addition to any criminal penalties that may be imposed by law.

Except as otherwise specified in section 4-26, proper notice of a citation or hearing is
given where notice has been mailed to the violator by certified mail, return receipt
requested; by hand delivery by the sheriff, other law enforcement, a certified process
server, animal control officer, or other person designated by the local government body;
by leaving the notice at the violator’s usual place of residence with any person residing
therein who is above 15 years of age and informing such person of the contents of the
notice; and in the case of commercial premises, leaving the notice with the manager or
other person in charge. A notice of hearing may be provided to the violator/respondent
by electronic mail with delivery receipt and a confirmation by the violator/respondent

of receipt.

Section 32. Animal Cruelty prevention course.

The Director may approve animal cruelty prevention, an animal care education course that

may be taken by persons found to be in violation of this chapter. The Director or

designee, may in his or her discretion, authorize persons found in violation of this
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chapter to attend an animal cruelty prevention and animal care education course selected
by the Director or designee in lieu of citation(s) being processed. Failure to attend or
complete a course will result in the citation(s) being processed. The course must be
completed at the location, time and date specified by the Director or designee. All fees

associated with taking the course are the responsibility of the violator.
The Director will delineate which type of offenders and offenses are eligible for the course.

Section 33. Community cats.

{a) The Board establishes the following community cat requirements:

(1} All community cats must be cared for on the private property of the caregiver or

with permission of the property owner ot property manager.

(2)  All community cat caregivers shall have all un-owned free-roaming cats within
their care sterilized, implanted with an EAID, vaccinated against rabies, and ear-tipped
for easy identification. It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to provide
care to an un-owned, free-roaming cat without first having the cat sterilized, implanted
with an EAID, vaccinated against rabies, and ear-tipped for easy identification, unless
for the purpose of trapping for TNVR (which includes pre-trapping habituation to the

trap, i.e. — feeding near or in the trap).

(3) All community cat caregivers are required to provide certain necessities to each
community cat under his/her care on a regular/ongoing basis, including, but not limited
to, proper nutrition, adequate quantities of visibly clean and fresh water and medical
care as needed. If medical care is unavailable or too expensive, the community cat
caregiver must not allow the cat to suffer. Dumping on the ground or dispensing large
quantities of food more than will be eaten by the community cats present in thirty
minutes is prohibited. Feeding areas must be maintained in a clean and sanitary

condition.

(4) Community cat caregivers shall make reasonable attempts to remove young

kittens from the field for domestication.

(b) A person retuming a community cat to field must provide the Division with the cat's

EAID number and any other information upon request by the Division.
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(©)

(d)

®

(g)

(h)

Community cats meeting the requirements of this section are exempt from the license

tag requirements of section 4-11, Dog and cat rabies/license tags.

The Division has the right to remove or authonize the removal of any free-roaming cat

or community cat because of immediate public health or safety concerns.

No community cat shall be released at any governmentally owned or managed park,
natural area, area deemed as environmentally sensitive land or on any easement adjacent

to such lands without approval from the applicable governmental entity.

Healthy community cats that have been impounded at the Division may be immediately
returned to field, released to a caregiver or adopted. Notwithstanding the foregoing,
whenever such cat is visibly injured or discased and appears to be suffering and it
reasonably appears that such cat cannot be expeditiously cured and returned fo field,
transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization or placed in
foster care, then the Division, acting in good faith and upon reasonable belief, may

humanely euthanize the cat upon the advice of the Division's veterinarian.

Any person who confines a community cat for any extended amount of time, other than
short periods necessary for the cat to recover from a medical procedure or treatment as
directed by a veterinarian, will be considered the owner of the cat. Medically directed
confinement of community cats is allowed for recovery and will not affect the
ownership status of the cat. However non-medically directed confinement will change
the status of the cat and it will no longer be a community cat, and as such will now be

subject to licensure as an owned cat.

Return to ficld may only be performed by the Division, an animal rescue organization,
a private animal non-profit organization, or a person on behalf of the Division and/or

with the permission of the Division.

Section 34. Electronic animal identification device implantation (EAID) for all cats.

(2)

All cats four (4) months of age or older shall be implanted with an EAID, unless a
veterinarian licensed in the State certifies in writing that a specific cat is medically unfit
to be implanted with an EAID because of a medical condition, including but not limited
to age, that would be substantially aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause
the cat’s death. The writing must state the date by which the cat may be safely implanted

with an EAID. The Division may extend the time for implanting the cat with an EAID
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or may exempt such cat from the requirement based upon the written medical
recommendation of a licensed veterinarian. As soon as the medical condition that
prevents a cat from being implanted with an EAID ceases to exist, it shall be the duty

of the owner of such cat to promptly comply with this section.

(b) The owner of every cat shall keep his/her contact information associated with the EAID

up to date with the Division.

(¢) EAIDs for community cats may be registered to a humane society, private animal
nonprofit, or individual to facilitate return to field, and this in no way implies ownership

of said cats.

Section 35. Incorporation of State Statutes

All laws of the State of Florida related to animal control, welfare, cruelty, and care are hereby
adopted and incorporated in this chapter by reference. It is the intent of the Board that
this chapter shall supplement the provisions of state law, including required procedures,
and that in the event of any conflict between the terms of the chapter and state law, state
law shall control. If any provision of State Law is not otherwise expressed in this
chapter, and animal control officer may issue a citation or violation using this subsection
and noting the Section of Florida Statute violated. Such violations shall be subject to a

fine noted in Section 4-31 or as otherwise provided by law.

Section 36. Repeal of Laws in Conflict.

All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent of such conflict.

Section 37. Providing for Savings Clause.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, all provisions of Palm Beach County Code
Section 4-1 through 4-36, codifying Palm Beach County Ordinance No. 98-22, as amended, are
specifically preserved and remain in full force and effect for the limited purpose of enforcing any
alleged violations of said Code which occurred prior to 1ts repeal or amendment.

Section 38. Severability.

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any
reason held by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such

holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance.
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Section 39. Inclusion in the Code of Laws and Ordinances.

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Palm Beach
County Code. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish
such, and the word ordinance may be changed to section, article, or other appropriate word.

Section 40. Enforcement.

This Ordinance is enforceable by all means provided by law. Additionally, the County
may choose to enforce this Ordinance by seeking injunctive relief in the Circuit Court of Palm
Beach County.

Section 41. Penalty.

Any violation of any portion of this Ordinance shall be punishable as provided by law.

Section 42. Captions.

The captions, section headings, and section designations used in this Ordinance are for
convenience only and shall have no effect on the interpretation of the provisions of this
Ordinance.

Section 43. Effective Date.

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the Department

of State.

APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach

County, Florida, on this the day of , 2026.

SHANNON RAMSEY-CHESSMAN, PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS

CLERK AD INTERIM OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER,
PALM BEACH COUNTY
By: By:
Deputy Clerk Sara Baxter, Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY

By:

County Attorney
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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE

Meeting Date: 9/1/2026

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, REPEALING PALM BEACH COUNTY -~
CODE, CHAPTER 4, CODIFYING ORDINANCE ¢8-22, AS AMENDED BY
ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004, 2009-019, 2011-
005, 2015-027, and 2016-045, “THE PALM BEACH COUNTY ANIMAL CARE
AND CONTROL ORDINANCE”; AND ADOPTING A NEW PALM BEACH
COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR
A SHORT TITLE; APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS;
PROVIDING FOR FEMALES IN HEAT; PROVIDING FOR DOG AND CAT
CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR ANIMALS CREATING NUISANCES;
PROVIDING FOR(SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION/ANIMALS AS
PRIZES; PROVIDING FOR INJURED ANIMALS, ACTION REQUIRED;
PROVIDING FOR KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS; PROVIDING
FOR ANIMAL WASTE; AMENDING SECTION 4-10 RABIES
VACCINATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 4-11 DOG AND CAT
RABIES/LICENSE TAGS; PROVIDING FOR REDEMPTION AND
ADOPTION; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION FEES AND STERILIZATION
REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS AND CATS; PROVIDING FOR RECORDS;
PROVIDING FOR HUMANE EDUCATION; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL
BITES AND QUARANTINING; RABIES CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR
GUARD DOGS; PROVIDING FOR EVICTIONS, INCARCERATIONS,
COMMUNITY SERVICE ADJUDICATIONS, AND OTHER INVOLUNTARY
OCCURRENCES; EFFECT ON ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR DISPOSAL OF
BODIES OF DEAD ANIMALS: PROVIDING FOR LIVESTOCK; PROVIDING
FOR NUMBER OF ANIMALS; ACREAGE RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS
ANIMAI, HABITAT; PROVIDING FOR KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL
HABITAT, COMMERCIAL BREEDER, PET DEALER, PET SHOP,
GROOMING PARLOR, AND COMMERCIAL STABLE PERMIT; PROVIDING
FOR ANIMAL CARE:; MANNER OF KEEPING; PROVIDING FORDOGS AND
CATS OFFERED FOR SALE; HEALTH REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR
ANIMAL AGENCIES; PROVIDING FOR AGGRESSIVE DOGS AND
DANGEROUS DOGS; PROVIDING FOR STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR
DOGS AND CATS, PROVIDING FOR HOBBY BREEDER PERMITS;
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL MASTER HEARINGS; PROVIDING FOR
INTERFERENCE WITH ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR
ENFORCEMENT; PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR FIRST OFFENDERS
COURSE; PROVIDING FOR COMMUNITY CATS; PROVIDING FOR
ELECTRONIC ANIMAI. IDENTIFICATION DEVICE IMPLANTATION
(EAID) FOR ALL CATS; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION OF STATE
STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT;
PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR
PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Attachment 4




Summary of Proposed Ordinance and Statement of Public Purpose to be Served:

Florida Statute Ch 125 authorizes Counties to adopt ordinances and resolutions necessary
for the exercise of its powers, and Ch 828 authorizes Counties to regulate and investigate
“Animals: Cruelty; Sales; Animal Enterprise Protection”. The Licensing and Enforcement
section of the Animal Care and Conirol Division regulates commercial and hobby breeders,
commercial stables, mobile and stationary groomers, commercial kennels, and pet shops.
The only permit fee that we are requesting an increase on is the hobby breeders, and it is
proposed to go from $150 to $400 per year to partially cover the increased staffing costs to
administer this program. Annual cost to administer Hobby Breeder program is currently
approximately $66,000. The proposed change to the Livestock section will require signs to
be posted on vacant land housing livestock, with a proposed estimated cost of $20 per sign
with an estimated two signs per property. These signs will assist officers in contacting the
owners of livestock found loose and allow for prompt return to the owners without the
animals having to be housed at the shelter, thus reducing costs both for the owner and the
County.

Section 828.27, Fla. Stat., authorizes the County to impose civil penalties in the amount of
$2,500 for a first violation, $5,000 for a second violation, and $7,500 for a third or
subsequent violation. The proposed Ordinance allows the County to impose fines up to the
maximum amount provided by statute to deter violations and encourage compliance. A
proposed Fee/Fine Resolution will be brought to the BCC on September 15, 2026, which
will provide for contested and uncontested fines for specific offences and fees to be charged
by the Division for services rendered.

Estimate of Direct Economic Impact on Private/For Profit Businesses:

a. Estimate of Direct Business Compliance Costs: $20,360 on the assumption that 10% of
the 5,085 agricultural parcels in Palm Beach County are vacant and housing livestock,
and that each parcel has two entry/exit points that would need signage. It is estimated
that the signs will cost a livestock owner $40 per parcel.

b. New Charges/Fees on Businesses Impacted: $400 for each hobby breeder from the
current $150 per hobby breeder

c. Estimate of Regulatory Costs: None. Although higher fines are being introduced by this
Ordinance, all fines are avoidable if the Ordinance is complied with.

Good Faith Estimate of Number of Businesses Likely Impacted: 135 Hobby Breeders
and 509 livestock owners.

Any Additional Information: Fees for the Hobby Breeder permit have not been increased
since 2015, while staffing costs to maintain this program have gone up by over 60%.

Recent fee resolution changes by Broward County in 2025 increased their breeder permit to
$500 per year.






