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I. EXECUTIVE BRIEF 

Motion and Title: Staff recommends motion to approve on preliminary reading and 
permission to advertise for public hearing on September 15, 2026 at 9:30 a.m.: AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, REPEALING PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE, CHAPTER 4, CODIFYING ORDINANCE 
98-22, AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004, 2009-019, 2011-
005, 2015-027, AND 2016-045, "THE PALM BEACH COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL 
ORDINANCE"; AND ADOPTING A NEW PALM BEACH COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR A SHORT TITLE; APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR FEMALES IN HEAT; PROVIDING FOR DOG AND CAT 
CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR ANIMALS CREATING NUISANCES; PROVIDING 
FOR(SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION/ANIMALS AS PRIZES; PROVIDING FOR INJURED 
ANIMALS, ACTION REQUIRED; PROVIDING FOR KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS; 
PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL WASTE; AMENDING SECTION 4-10 RABIES VACCINATIONS; 
AMENDING SECTION 4-11 DOG AND CAT RABIES/LICENSE TAGS; PROVIDING FOR 
REDEMPTION AND ADOPTION; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION FEES AND STERILIZATION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS AND CATS; PROVIDING FOR RECORDS; PROVIDING FOR 
HUMANE EDUCATION; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL BITES AND QUARANTINING; RABIES 
CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR GUARD DOGS; PROVIDING FOR EVICTIONS, 
INCARCERATIONS, COMMUNITY SERVICE ADJUDICATIONS, AND OTHER INVOLUNTARY 
OCCURRENCES; EFFECT ON ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR DISPOSAL OF BODIES OF DEAD 
ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR LIVESTOCK; PROVIDING FOR NUMBER OF ANIMALS; ACREAGE 
RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT; PROVIDING FOR KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL 
HABITAT, COMMERCIAL BREEDER, PET DEALER, PET SHOP, GROOMING PARLOR, AND 
COMMERCIAL STABLE PERMIT; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL CARE; MANNER OF KEEPING; 
PROVIDING FOR DOGS AND CATS OFFERED FOR SALE; HEALTH REQUIREMENTS; 
PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL AGENCIES; PROVIDING FOR AGGRESSIVE DOGS AND 
DANGEROUS DOGS; PROVIDING FOR STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR DOGS AND CATS, 
PROVIDING FOR HOBBY BREEDER PERMITS; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL MASTER 
HEARINGS; PROVIDING FOR INTERFERENCE WITH ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
ENFORCEMENT; PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR FIRST OFFENDERS COURSE; PROVIDING 
FOR COMMUNITY CATS; PROVIDING FOR ELECTRONIC ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION DEVICE 
IMPLANTATION (EAID) FOR ALL CATS; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION OF STATE 
STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF 
LAWS AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY; 
PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Summary (continued on Page 3): 

Attachments: 
1) Summary of the Substantive Recommended Changes to the ACC Ordinance 
2) Proposed ACC Ordinance Amendment: Strike-through/ Underlined Version 
3) Proposed ACC Ordinance Amendment: Clean Version 
4) Business Impact Estimate 
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II. FISCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

A. Five Year Summary of Fiscal Impact 

Fiscal Years 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 

Personal Services 
Operating Expenses 

Capital Outlay 

Grants & Aids 
Program Income (County) 
In-Kind Match (County) 

Net Fiscal Impact 

# ADDITIONAL FTE 
POSITIONS (Cumulative) 

0 

0 0 

Is Item Included In Current Budget? Yes __ 
Is this item using Federal Funds? Yes 
Is this item using State Funds? Yes 

0 

No __ 
No __ 
No __ 

0 

Budget Account Exp No: Fund xxxx Dept. xxx Unit xxxx Obj. xxxx Prog. xxxx 
Rev No: Fund xxxx Dept. xxx Unit xxxx Rev. xxxx Prog. xxxx 

B. Recommended Sources of Funds/Summary of Fiscal Impact: 
* There is no fiscal impact associated with this agenda item, a separate agenda item 

(tentatively scheduled for September 15th) for updates to the resolution to include 
the proposed citation fines and fees and the estimated fiscal impact. 

C. Departmental Fiscal Review: ~ alb ---ibln (,p 
·~ 

Ill. REVIEW COMMENTS 

A. OFMB Fiscal and/or Contract Dev. and Control Comments: 

0 

~~ re\sl~t.1-c. 
OFMB~ .,.otl' 

B. Legal Sufficiency: 

<kf/[bc 
• And Control / ~ 

:2 0 'o·S. ~ e:, 

S\---- h 
Assistant County Attorney 

C. Other Department Review: 

Department Director 

This summary is not to be used as a basis for payment. 



Summary (continued from Page 1) 

The most significant changes in the Ordinance are the following: makes it possible for 
Dog and cat rabies/license tags to be acquired with a lifetime duration or with a three (3) 
year duration, which will correspond with the expiration dates of the three (3) year rabies 
vaccinations; encourages microchipping for dogs and reduces the required stray hold 
period from four (4) business days to 72 hours for cats with an identified owner and dogs; 
changes how dangerous dogs are investigated, classified, and regulated, to be in line 
with recent statutory changes including a new requirement that owners (with classified 
Dangerous Dogs) carry liability insurance in an amount of at least $100,000; requiring 
annual inspections for hobby breeder permit renewal; establishes the criteria where other 
animal shelters and rescue organizations can be a Stray Holding Partner and be 
authorized to house stray animals with the same mandated hold times asACC, preventing 
the animal from ever having to come to ACC; provides authority to delay processing 1st 

offense citations for those offenders who do not have current pet licenses and/or current 
rabies vaccinations for their dogs/cats and giving them 15 days to achieve compliance 
and have the citation internally dismissed; requires animal agencies to obtain health 
certificates prior to importing animals from outside the State of Florida; prohibits animal 
agencies from marketing animals available for adoption in Palm Beach County if they 
were purchased from a pet auction or commercial breeder, regardless of who purchased 
them; requires animal agencies to be transparent with prospective adopters when animals 
have bite history, history of having attacked other animals and/or known medical 
conditions; requires the owner of any vacant land on which livestock are maintained to 
prominently display, at all access points to the property, an Animal Care-issued reference 
number which corresponds to emergency contact information maintained on file with 
ACC; allows for citations to be heard before a special magistrate instead of County Court 
which will result in more fine revenue being maintained by the County; and exempts active 
law enforcement dogs from pet licensing requirements. The Ordinance revisions were 
presented to the League of Cities on July 22, 2026 and were approved. A summary of the 
substantive changes to the existing ACC Ordinance is attached to the agenda item. 
Countywide (SF) 

Background and Policy Issues: A summary of the substantive recommended changes 
to the existing ACC Ordinance is attached. 



Attachment 1 

SUMMARY OF SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES 

TO THE ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Section Page Change and Justification 

4.1 (b) 1 Clarifies that ordinance provisions will apply to 
municipalities except where it conflicts with municipal 
ordinance. 

4.2 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, Revises definitions. 
7 

4.3 7 Clarifies permit needed prior to breeding dogs or cats. 
4.4 (a) (4) 7 Clarifies that off-leash activities must be done on property 

that the owner is legally permitted to be on. 
4.4 (e) 8 Allows for enhanced penalties for injuries or vehicle 

accidents as a result of an animal not under control. 
4.5 (b) & (c) 8 Clarifies process to assess and cite animal nuisances. 
4.6 (d) 9 Removes South Florida Fair exemption for offering 

animals as prizes. 
4.7 (b) 9 Requires owners to provide injured animal(s) appropriate 

veterinary care. 
4.8 9, 10 Clarifies process needed when a person finds or cares for 

a stray/lost animal and updates the notification process to 
take into account increase electronic communication. 

4.9 11 Widens the scope of areas a pet owner must remove their 
animal's waste from to include HOA/condo common 
areas. 

4.10 & 4. 11 (f) 11, 13 Adds ferrets into rabies vaccination requirements and 
allows ACC to dismiss citations if the unvaccinated 
animal is vaccinated within 15 days of the citation. 

4.11(a)(1)& 12 Updates minimum age for dogs and cats to receive rabies 
(6) vaccination in line with current veterinary practice. 
4.11 (2), (3) & 12 Adds the options for a 3-year rabies tag or a forever rabies 
(7) tag and outlines the requirements for each. 
4.11 (8) 13 Exempts active law enforcement dogs from rabies tag 

requirements. 
4.12 (a) & (c) 13, 14 Reduces stray hold time from 4 business days to 72 hours, 

includes exotic animals and allows stray hold partners to 
use the same time parameters. 

4.12(4) 14,15 Allows Division to forgive some or all fees in times of crisis 
as long as animal can be properly cared for. 

4.12(e)&(f) 15 Clarifies adoption and release parameters. 
4.13 15, 16 Clarifies timeline and compliance parameters for 

sterilizing adopted animals. 
4.15 16 Expands educational materials to include website. 

Page 1 of3 



Attachment 1 

Section Page Change and Justification 
4.16 16, 17 Expands species covered under rabies quarantine and 

expands sites that may be used to quarantine an animal. 
4.16(e) 17 Removes requirement for "Bad Dog" sign at owner's 

property after a dog bit a human. 
4.16 (f) & (g) 17, 18 Clarifies fee requirements and payment schedule. 
4.17 (b) (2) (b) 18, 19, 27, 28, Denies permits for Guard Dogs, Animal Establishments 
& (c) (1) (d) 29,66,67 and Hobby Breeders having final judgments on crimes 
4.23 (b) (11) (d) related to animal cruelty/abuse/sexual activities, child 
& (h) & (e) (3) abuse or domestic violence. 
4.28 (b) (4) 
4.17 22,23 Clarifies what is considered adequate care and transport 

for guard dogs. 
4.20 (c) 25 Requires owners of livestock maintained on vacant land to 

post emergency contact information at every access point 
to the property. 

4.22 (a) (2) 26 Requires veterinary clinics providing boarding, grooming 
and training unrelated to medical treatment to obtain an 
appropriate permit. 

4.22 (g) (3) 30 Commercial stables must show proof of a fire inspection 
unless exempt by Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

4.22 (h) (3) (d) 34 Increases minimum housing sizes for cats and kittens 
(1) (E) 
4.22 (k) (2) (a) 49 Requires fly abatement measures for commercial stables. 
(5) 
4.23 50,51,52 Requires protection from cold, heat, debris and animal 

waste to prevent stress, discomfort or harm to animals 
while housed, trapped, or transported. 

4.24 54 Updates veterinary inoculations and testing of dogs and 
cats offered for sale to current veterinary practice. 

4.25 54,55 Provides for Stray Hold Partners to enter into an 
agreement with the County to allow them to use the same 
stray hold times and release parameters as the Division. 

4.26 (d) 56 Requires all animal agencies to disclose an animal's 
dangerous propensities to potential adopters 

4.26 (g) & (h) 57 Prohibits all animal agencies from making available for 
"adoption" as "rescued" or "saved" animals if they were 
purchased within the previous six months. 

4.26 (i) 57 Requires all animal agencies to obtain an Official 
Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (OCVI) for any animal 
originating from outside Florida. 

4.26 57, 58, 59, 60, Aligns Dangerous Dog classifications and mandates with 
62,63, 64 FSS. 767.12(7). 
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Attachment 1 

Section Page Change and Justification 
4.28 (a) (6) 65 Only one hobby breeder permit will be issued per parcel. 
4.28 (a) (3) (k) 66 Allows Division to conduct an inspection of Hobby 

Breeder exterior premises and view animals that are the 
subject of the permit at least once per year. 

4.30 70 Clarifies what constitutes interference with enforcement 
by Division personnel. 

4.31 (e) & U) 70, 71 Aligns enforcement fine schedule with Section 828.27. 
4.31 (n) 71 Provides for citations to be issued and appealed through a 

special magistrate process. 
4.32 72 Allows Division Director to approve Animal Cruelty 

prevention course attendance in lieu of citation. 
4.33 (a) (2) & 73, 74 Clarifies what community cat trappers and feeders are 
(g) allowed to do to habituate cats to traps and care for them 

afterward without assuming cat ownership. 
4.34 74, 75 Incorporates all Florida state statutes applicable to 

animal control, welfare, cruelty and care. 
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Sec. 4-1. Short title; applicability. 

- PALM BEACH COUNTY CODE 
Chapter 4 ANIMALS 

Chapter 4 ANIMALS1 

(a) This chapter shall be designated and may be cited as the "Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control 
Ordinance." 

(b) The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable to the incorporated 
Beach County, 1:1nless a m1:1niEi13al meemption applies. except to th 
ordinance. Unless otherwise provided, nothing in this chapter 
compliance with any applicable county or municipal regulat' 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 1, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2016-045, § 1, 9-27-1 

Sec. 4-2. Definitions. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following term 
meaning given herein. When not incons'-L - -L • 

words in the plural number include the 
and the use of any gender shall be appl 
11will" are mandatory, and the word "may" is 
ordinary meaning. 

humane society, private 
term adoption does not 

,d unincorporated areas of Palm 
of a conflict with a muni_ci_p_al 

• ·elude the future, 
Pfe plural number, 

equires. The words "shall" and 
be given their common and 

ed or stray animal by a shelter, 

Advertisin 
business, a 

'.on with the solicitation of an animal service, animal 
r:iitation, statements and representations made in a 

et or contained in any notice, handbill, business 
card, si 

e records of the Division has severely injured or killed 
sive to the owner. 

ate or sentient invertebrate,. other than a human being. 

1Editor's note(s)-Ord. No. 98-22, §§ 1-31, adopted June 16, 1998, amended the Code by repealing former Ch. 4, 
§§ 4-1-4-21, 4-31-4-35, 4-51-4-56, 4-66, and 4-67, and adding a new Ch. 4, §§ 4-1-4-31. Former Ch. 4 
pertained to similar subject matter and derived from Ord. No. 79-16, adopted December 4, 1979; Ord. No. 
82-9, adopted March 23, 1982; Ord. No. 89-2, adopted March 3, 1989; Ord. No. 92-7, adopted April 21, 1992; 
and Ord. No. 93-24, adopted September 21, 1993. 

State law reference(s)-Home rule powers of chartered counties, Fla. Const., art. VIII,§ l(g). 

Palm Beach County, Florida, Code of Ordinances 

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2) 
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Animal control officer/code enforcement officer shall mean any person employed by the County whose duty 
it is to enforce codes and ordinances pursuant to Florida Statutes, § 162.21, and including County animal care and 
control ordinances and as defined in Florida Statutes, § 828.27(1)(b) and other applicable State laws. 

Animal establishment shall mean a kennel, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, grooming parlor, 
mobile grooming unit, excess animal habitat'- or commercial stable, or training establishment operating in Palm 

Beach County. 

Animal rescue organization sl=lall meaR aRy erganiz:atien engageet in l=lousing dogs er eats in tl:le Ceicrnty fer 
tae ~"•~ese el a~e~tieA. shall mean an incorporated organization that has a nonprofit status with the Internal 
Revenue Service for which the central purpose is sheltering, adopting, fostering, providing rescue or old age homes 
for dogs and/or cats. or TNVR for cats. The term "rescue" shall include legiiiwfr,eceiving dogs and/or cats from 
shelters or owners and providing medical or behavioral rehabilitation_;fifi!fit\lI<t as needed, for placement into new 
homes. 

---Authorized veterinarian/clinic shall mean any person lice['~;-~-<! to practice veterinary medicine 
*''~ -.t,.,,, __ ..,_ 

under the laws of the State and such person shall have ha~~wevious incidentt~ere money collected from the 
sale of rabies/license tags has been used/handled inapa~Jptely or illegally. •.• 

Board shall mean the Board of County Commiss, 

Breeding shall mean sexual intercourse or artificial i ~oation q~~nimal, the 7tfi.JtoJwhich may be 

~:{tJiJW ~~~it offspring. 

Carrier shall means the operator of a ''-~erJailroad, mofb!~~frier, shipping line, or other enterprise that 
iifgr.hire. '""·" is engaged in the business of transporting an 
""i:"""'·'~i"" 

Class A breeder shall means a person whcl"(l.gLds i~ill\',ijsense is;i'f~,v the United States Department of 
Agriculture pursuant to 7 u.~~tifr~~l et seq., ari1:j:\~gulatioi\iti:1!£!!l~-!gatecl'~~~under. 

¥;,>:t):f,;,,_ -z~r",-= __ --~~-_::r:1;r1}'-0:;~t"-?'-"'· .,,z.w 
_ a per~-~-tho holds-aiJi)~lt~~jffnseT~1~Y the United States Department of 

:,C. § 2131 et'sJ;,q., and reguJ.at,ons promulgafflthereunder. 
-~~:¥--;"; _ 1,{~; -7~~ 

Commercial breeder sliaffmean an.· "'erson who enga~s in the sale or breeding of more than two (2) litters 

of dogs or cat,~,gf,:\11¥,~W.(20) d'§fb'.Ql;,..
0 

, , ver is gr' per one-year period. 

, ~Pi!tf1.ffip~JI m~-~~-;; erson o • l) •• s .iving compensation for trapping animals. 
--- ~·~-i~1°t:},~. ' ' ; 

_,u)/Jnity cat shall m~¥1'Y un- d free-roammg cat that has been sterilized, vaccinated against 
rabies, eaflt@?ed, implanted,;,~ EAID a turned to field and may be cared for by one (1) or more residents 

"'2_\>,;!(:s.. ' 

of the immedJa!!i:i!J[ea who is/are 
LZ1~}[Ys;:;;. •r;z:r, -

Community ci'i,!ifi{egiver shall ii:!i"s a person who provides food, water and/or other care for one (1) or 
more community cats'!,Jf;Tu:i"ho does r,;9¾pwn, harbor, keep or have custody, control or charge of such cats. 

.-.,ct}i}_._ --~\iJ: 
County shall mean tli~;th~orpoJ'.il,tEid and unincorporated areas of the County. 

"'~kD>~f"i'./fY' 
Dangerous dog shall meai:iiitffl dog that according to the records of the Division, meets at least one (1) of 

the following: >zV 

(1) Has aggressively bitten, attacked, endangered or has inflicted severe injury on a human being on public 
or private property. 

(2) Has more than once severely injured or killed a domestic animal while off the owner's property. 

(3) Has been used primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting or is a dog trained for dog fighting. 

(4) Has, when unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the streets, sidewalks, or any public 
grounds in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack, provided that such actions are attested 
to in a sworn statement by one (1) or more persons and dutifully investigated by the Division. For the 

Created: 2026-02-24 11:37:45 [EST] 
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purpose of this definition, an act is unprovoked if it was not caused by anything the person who is 
chased or approached in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack has done. 

Director shall mean the Director of the Palm Beach County Division of Animal Care and Control. 

Domestic animal shall mean any anilTlal 8efine8 in F.S. § 3$3.Ql(l0). any equine or bovine animal. goat, 
sheep, swine, domestic cat (any cat in the Felis catus family regardless of ownership status). dog, poultry, ostrich, 
emu, rhea, or other domesticated beast or bird, including but not limited to, domestic fowl. 

Division shall mean the Palm Beach County Animal Care and ContJQI Division. 

Electronic animal identification device (EAID) shall mean a microchip 'Mith a frequency used and approved by 
the Division. 

Ear-tipping shall means removing approximately a quarter-inc_ 
anesthetized for sterilization. An ear-tip on the left ear shall be p 

-' 
vaccinated against rabies. implanted with an EAID, sterilized a 

Excess animal habitat shall mean any property mea, 
maximum number of thirty (30) dogs and cats has bee_ 
Division. 

Exotic animal _sh_all mean non-natives 
Wildlife Conservation Commission. 

Finally determined shall means a det 
determination at available administrative tri 
within which such challenge may be filed has e 

status, 

Grooming estab/is 
for bathing, clipping, dippi 
boarding), 

'p of a cat's left ear while the cat is 
idence that a cat has been 

field, 

) acres or more on which the 
't has been issued by the 

ranee, behaviorL or ownership 

obile) which accepts private pets 
de breeding, dentistry or overnight 

of defending. patrolling or protecting property or 
nonresidential property. The term "guard dog11 

•rtontrolling livestock or farm animals. 

iness, or corporation that trains, sells, rents, or leases guard 
ecting property or life at any nonresidential establishment in 

Affierieans \Vitt, 9isal3ilities Aet Rules aneJ Regulation RegareJing Serviee Animals, 18 Co Se of FeeJeral Regulation 
(CFR) Part 36. ~el,~art A GeRe,al 36,194 DeliRitieRs), 

Harborer or caregiver shall mean any person who provides care, shelter, protection, refuge, or nourishment 
to an animal or undertakes the responsibility to do so. 

Hobby breeder shall mean any person who intentionally or unintentionally causes or allows the breeding or 
studding of a dog or a cat or engages in the breeding of up to two (2) litters of dogs or cats or nineteen (19) dogs or 
cats per household or premises per one-year period. 

Created: 2026-02-24 11: 37: 45 (EST] 
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Humane socie'ty shall mean an incorporated organization that has a nonprofit status with the Internal 
Revenue Service for which the central purpose is to provide for the protection of animals. A humane society 
operates from a business facility on appropriately zoned property and has advertised and set hours for public 
access. 

Humane trap shall mean any device used for capturing an animal without inflicting injury, pain or suffering 
and which provides adequate ventilation for the trapped animal. Snares, leg traps or similar devices are considered 
inhumane and shall not be used. 

Illegal breeder shall mean any person who intentionally or unintentionally causes or allows the breeding or 
studding of a dog or a cat or engages in such without an approved HQl:)lly Br;e,eder license. 

Jmpoundment shall mean confinement at a shelter or a 
of an animal by an officer under the 

Intermediate handler shall mean& any person (other 
excluded from the definition of a dealer, research facili n auction sale, or a carrier 

y of animals in as defined in 9 CFR § 1.1), who is engaged in any busi 
connection with their transportation in commerce. 

-~ 
Kennel shall mean any place of busines_ s for hire at whTQ.!jjJogs or,;ffa~§:ire kept for bci'a'~lhg or limited pet 

- --- /%UY.fl,, ~)j)V- 'W#&///,, 

boarding, training, or daycare, Fental, er etj 

she~p, mules, horses 
hogs 

J3FS¥iBe8 in FSS .§8.§.Q;J:(J:~L 

Major violation shall me. 

(1) r of keeping, ·other than a violation requiring 
-23(b)(11)e., Kennel, excess animal habitat, 

parlor, and commercial stable permits. 

cinated with required vaccines as required by this 

.aintaining all properly completed OCVl's pertaining to the animal, 
imal, as required by this chapter. .. w ,., 

(4) Failure,fA~ve an animal '.~,IJllined by a veterinarian and tested by a veterinarian as provided in 
!•-ss animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, grooming 
permits. 

'"W £fllJIF.. 
(5) Falsifying record~Jl'lt!l,'.ij!ifo be maintained or provided to the County or consumers under this 

(6) A violation of section 4-23(n), Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, 
grooming parlor, and commercial stable permits. 

(7) Failure to properly isolate or quarantine an animal with a known or suspected communicable animal­
to-human or animal-to-animal disease. 

(8) Failure to comply with minimum requirements concerning physical facilities, animal cages, enclosures, 
housing, or shelter or tethering in violation of this chapter. 

Created: 2026-02-24 11:37:45 [EST] 
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(9) A violation involving a dog or cat transported or offered for sale prior to eight (8) weeks of age or 
imported in violation of this chapter. 

(10) Failure to provide required disclosures to a consumer. 

(11) Failure to comply with warranty requirements for dogs and cats offered for sale. 

(12) Failure to follow cleaning requirements set forth in this chapter. 

Minor violation shall mean a violation that is readily correctible including any one (1) of the following: 

(1) Any violation involving record keeping or signage that is not listed as a major violation. 
,£, 

(2) Failure to timely provide records to the Division. 

(3) Failure to microchip an animal as required by this cha pt 
A 

(4) Failure to make a record available to an inspector u 

(5) A violation involving an animal escaping from t 

Official certificate of veterinary inspection shall 
been issued by the State Department of Agriculture a 
veterinarian licensed by the State and accredited by the 

Owner shall mean any person, firm, c 
organization, harborer, or caregiver, othe 
or has control or custody of an animal. If th 
Florida Statutes, the minor's parent(s) or legah 
of this chapter. 

public or private nonpro.c' 

' of local government or 0 
person is a minor as define 
owner of an animal for the pu 

·yate nonprofit 
wns, keeps, h'a'rbors, possesses, 
is a minor as defined by the 

owner of an animal for the purposes 

,,_artnef~jP, association, humane society, 
' -stitution, municipal corporation, unit 

·gent, or erifpYoyee of such business unit. If the 
's parent(s) or legal guardian shall be deemed the 

mpensation or profit engages in the sale of a 
ding dogs or cats. This definition excludes humane 

business where pet/companion animals (including small 
W%%f.'f1¾ are kep'lfit.$r retail or wholesale purchase. Excluded are those animals 

used for police work purposes. 

and Wildlife Conservation Commission. This definition excludes humane 
ations, animal rescue organizations and shelters. 

owned by any State, County or municipal police department or any State 
ich has been trained to aid law enforcement officers and is actually being 

Premises shall mean any parcel of land and the structures thereon. 

Privetc enjme! nenpr=ofit er§enizetien shall R=1ean an inEeFpeFate8 eFganii:atien that has a nenprnfit stat1:1s 

with the Internal Reven1:Je §eFviEe faF whiEh the EeRtFal p1:1Fpese is shelteFing, a8epting, festeFing, prnviding FesE1:1e 

SF ele! age heR=1es feF degs and/eF Eats eF TNVR foF Eats. "ResE1:1e" shall inEl1:18e legally rnceiving degs ane!/er cats 

freR=I shelteFs SF ewneFs, and prnvi8ing R=1edieal er behavieFal rehabilitatien feF plaEeR=1ent inte new heR=1es. 

BreeeliAg sf resese segs er eats is weaisites. 

Proper enclosure shall mean, while on the owner's property, a dog is securely confined indoors or in a 

securely enclosed and locked pen or structure, suitable to prevent the entry of young children and designed to 
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prevent the dog from escaping. The pen or structure must have secure sides and a secure top to prevent the dog 
from escaping over, under, or through the structure and must also provide protection from the elements. 

Psittacine bird means any member of the Psittacidae family of birds including but not limited to parrots, 
parakeets, and macaws. 

Public road shall mean any street, sidewalk, alley, highway or other way open to travel by the public, 
including rights-of-way, bridges, common ground, easements and tunnels. 

Quarantine shall mean the strict confinement, isolation and observation of an animal suspected of having 
rabies or any other infectious zoonotic disease. 

Quarterly basis means the calendar quarters ending March 31, Jun eptember 30, and December 31 
each calendar year. 

Return to field shall mean return to the place oforigin, the 
an alternative location if all reasonable options of return to th,e 
done by the Division, a non-profit animal welfare organiz 

'•b.e place of origin or, as a last resort, to 
;,ve been exhausted. This may be 

with the permission of the Division. 

Secure enclosure shall mean a locked pen or stnJu,i 
under or through the enclosure. The enclosure shall have 

'·--al from escaping over, 

Service__animal shall 
an individual with a disab 
C.F.R. 35.104, as ma be a 

Severe injury shall 
punctures/lacerations re 

(1) 

r the benefit of 

-~--- i2102. and 28 

elong to the owner or operator of the premises; or 

'ding, training, riding lessons, resale or rearing, and 
ks. "Advertising" shall mean any written 

gements) made in connection with the solicitation 
out limitatrOn, statements and representations made in a 

. ation, 'c}~adio or television or contained in any notice, handbill, business 
brochur9'P,oster or letter . 

mises where up to four (4) equine:; ;,re kept which do not belong to the 

n animal permanently incapable of reproduction by surgical or permanent 
chemical alteration, implantaf~,,device or other physical means, or because of physiological sterility, but only 
where sterilization has been certif'Fed by a veterinarian licensed in any state. The term sterilization is equivalent to 
the term spay for female animals or neuter for male animals. 

Sterilized shall refer to an animal permanently incapable of reproduction. 

Stray (noun) shall mean any animal that does not appear, upon reasonable inquiry, to have an owner. 

Stray holding partner shall mean an animal rescue organization, humane society, or private animal nonprofit 
organization approved by the Director to hold dogs and cats during the stray hold period provided for in Section 4-
12 and to return such animals to their owners or make such animals available for adoption in accordance with this 
chapter and any rules adopted by the Director to implement the stray hold partner program-" 
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TNVR, also known as tfa/> Trap,,_,_ Neuter (sterilize). vaeeiaate Vaccinate, f€-Wffi Return, shall mean a 
program whereby an un-owned free-roaming cat is humanely trapped, s13ayeEf er Re1:1tere8 sterilized, implanted 

with an EAID, vaccinated against the threat of rabies, ear-tipped and returned to field. 

Unaltered shall mean an animal that has not been sterilized. 

Unprovoked shall mean carried out without cause or reason. For the purpose of this chapter, an act is 
11 unprovoked" if not instigated by the victim, whether the victim is a person or domestic animal. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 2, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 05-044, § 1, 9-27-05; Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 1, 2-5-08; Ord. No. 2009-019, § 1, 
7-21-09; Ord. No. 2011-005, § 1, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15; Ord. No. 2016-045, § 1, 9-27-16) 

Sec. 4-3. Females in heat. 

The owner or keeper of a female dog or cat in heat (estru 
cat indoors or in an enclosed and locked pen or structure to. 

y and securely confine such dog or 
male dog or cat and censtrncteeJ 

trolled and intentional to prevent the female in heat from escaping. The only ex_ 
breeding ~••~eses after a_cquisition of either a Hobb 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 3, 6-16-98) 

Sec. 4-4. Dog and cat control. 

(a) Dogs. It shall be unlawful for any 
owner) unless the dog is under t 
as a cage, crate or vehicl 
exempted from the 

(b) 

(1) Being used 

(2) 

(3) 

encourage o 
offense citation i 
authorized to hold t 

ans of a leash or other device such 
ner of keeping. Dogs shall be 

.eash such as a dog park or public beach that allows 
ted for such space; or 

, obedience trials or an American Kennel Club or 
pmpetition and on property that they are lawfully permitted to be 

section "s"hall be established by the Board by resolution. As a means to 
the following additional procedure has been implemented: When a first 

:er of an unsterilized dog for violating paragraph (a) above, the Division is 
een (15) we,I,ing calendar days, allowing time for the owner to have 

ilization is presented to the Division in this time period, the citation shall 
not be processed throught,caunty court system~ thus waiving the citation fine for the owner. If the 
Division is not presented proof of sterilization within fifteen (15) weFIEing calendar days, the citation will be 
processed. 

(c) Any dog found off the owner's property in violation of this section may be impounded by the Division and 
held for possible redemption in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption and adoption. 

(d) Any dog or cat that has bitten, attacked or threatened to bite or attack a human being or domestic animal 
while off the owner's property (which property is exclusive to the owner) may be impounded by the Division 
and held for possible redemption in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption and adoption. Such dog or 
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cat may be removed from the owner's property and impounded unless confined in a humane manner-wi-tA-i-R 
a see1:1re b1:1ilBing er eneles1:1re anB 1;1nable ts eeme inte eentaet witt:1 any 13ersen{s). 

(e) Any violation of this section that results in a human being or another domestic animal being injured and/or a 
vehicle accident, may result in a citation being issued with an enhanced penalty. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 4, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15) 

Sec. 4-5. Animals creating nuisances. 

(a} The owner having control or custody of any dog, cat or psittaci 

(b) 

(c) 

(1) Habitually barks, whines, howls, squawks or causes 
annoyance to a reasonable person, shall be deem1;._d 

nable oral noise resulting in a serious 
an act in violation of this section; 

or 

(2) Disturbs the peace by habitually or repeat 
property, chasing persons, livestock, cars 6 

An animal control officer shall inves· • 
sworn affidavits of complaint prov 
separate dwellings i 
of paragraph (a)(2) herein, one (1) ofth 
business or agency that regularly or freque1 
The affidavit shall spe-• 

An animal contr 
paragraph (b) h 
ofthi 

~t of two (2) 
"'17$ 

related County residents living in 
d violation. For the enforcement 

'~-(a person who works for a recognized 
1,$e vicinity of the alleged violation. 

nature, time and date(s) of the 

f complaint as provided for in 

flimal control officer will mail a warning letter to 
'W 
issue involves nuisance noise, the owner will be 

ever for all other forms of nuisance, the expectation 

ions pe p y 

1 

ill. 

_!..19nce of a_ wgrning letter, the letter will be deemed ineffective and a 1st 

e violations are not reported until after 90 days of the issuance of a 
avits will be required to support the new time period, and a 1~ offense 

Following the issuance of any citation for nuisance noise violations, the pet owner shall correct 
the violation immediately. If the issue is not corrected, the affected parties will be required to 
submit new affidavits. for the new time period. and additional citations will be issued. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 5, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2011-005, § 2, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15) 
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Sec. 4-6. Scientific experimentation/animals as prizes. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, organization or corporation to deliver, sell, offer or give any animal 
to any person, firm, organization or corporation for scientific experimentation which involves any cruel or 
inhumane treatment. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for the Division to deliver, sell, offer or give any live animal to any person, firm, 
organization or corporation for scientific experimentation. 

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, organization or corporation to conduct scientific experimentation on 
animals which involves any cruel or inhumane treatment. ,,h 

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person or organization whether for p 
n¼I 

nprofit, charity or any other purpose 
est, raffle, drawing of chance or any to offer an animal as a prize in response to participation in a. 

other similar event. The Seuth Fle,ida Fai, is eHeffi~t fFeffi ( 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 6, 6-16-98) 

Sec. 4-7. Injured animals, action required. 

@l It shall be unlawful for any person injuring any~I-" a~l Jk!effa'·"" ~?fneans, to fail too/€tifv immediately 
. 4'"&,,. . "Z11!14'"~,- . :w·. 

the owner of the animal, th.gJf~• or the appnc\g ol1ce department ,fin an incorporated 
municipality, or the sheriff's -~an unincorpOl',J•. ed area. 

-~~ ' J.hl It shall be unlawful for the own&t an '!. i"l"tlr,ed animal 1-"""'' rovide veterinary care for that 
animal. Ov •• ''W&W;. t'~ffe- ot be considered sufficient for the 
injuries s tice in the state of Florida. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 7, 6-1 

(a) r keep any stray or apparently lost animal unless 
J hours from the time such animal came into his/her 

is.ion shall inC'fUde effective communication with the Division's Lost 

and FOt.ft'itL,Coordinators ari'c!WJ$f,.by prom1Y;,using the Division's online Lost and Found 
'1W'3ffi% 

(b) Ado-pt.in§ st."t1yf=ouRiif1ime.ts,,.41pivision, at its sole discretion, may permit FesieJents a person who 
sesses a strayL S □~rr«oarently lost animal, to keep the animal during the redemption period 

,_, __ ,.r __ , __ ,.. __ L, ___ A•1@rgq_, ______ L, __ ____ , A-'---L'-- _______ ,_, __ ,L,__L __ _ ,_ ______________ ,, __ .,L,_ -" _.r~he 

.~ .. ~-- .. •r,• ans wne w1sn rn J3Fov1se 1:c a J3CFmanen:c nome, rn 1ega11v asoJ3t s1;1en an1ma1 ey aanenng to tne 

(1) Within 48 hours, !Take the found stray animal to the Division, other authorized stray holding partner, 
or veterinary office to be scanned for an electronic animal identification device (EAID) and checked for 
a tattoo. An eieeeJ3tion to this FeE11;1iFement is foF the 13otential a8013teF to tah:e the Sog OF eat to a loeal 
veteFinaFian OF anotheF animal shelteF to 13e seanneeJ foF an e:AIQ aneJ eheekeeJ foF a tattoo. Proof must 

be presented to the Division that these requirements have been met. 
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(2) Within 48 hours, pP.rovide the Division with clear identifying color photographs showing the animal 
from a side view and a front view. Each photograph must Rave a miRiR=ial dimeAsisR sf :tJ,Fee (3) iRcl:ies 
Sy three {3) incl=les be of sufficient quality for an owner to clearly recognize the animal (if electronic a 
minimum of 1280 x 960 pixels}. It is alse recommen8eEI that tfle 130tential a8opter 13lace a 11foun1f' 
advertisemeAt iA at least eAe (1) lesal Aewspaper ef geAeral cirrnlatieA. 

(3} Complete an efficial eiivision "fe1;rnel" ferA:i, which 13re,rides all a1313ropriate iclenti:f:ying infermation fer 
the animal. 

(4) Sign an aeloption agreement an8 raay all necessary fees and Beposits. The pres13ective awn er, at his/her 
eptien amt c~q:1ense, may mal~e an a13130intR=ient at tRe E>ivisien ta secure tRe requireet vaecinatiens, 
tests, electrenic animal ietentificatien SeviEe (E:Albl) aA8 sterrnz:p--n er ffiay seEure tt:1ese ree.iuireffieAts 

i,·ate veteriAariaA. All de~esits will se refsAde--preef is SRSWA !Rat !Re Aew ewAer 
$,M,/f,fjfj{f# 

Ras semplied witR tRese reqsiremeAts. 

f§tilllfthe animal is or becomes injured or sickWflile..!,, 
possession of the animal shall se reqsired te p 

's Eare, that the person l!J. 
h-,;!=terinary e~c13eAses care for the 

animal or brin 

for veterinary care 

+Gtl±l 
to its ~ owner after proo 

ocess has bee 

tlae adepter 

on for return 
iffie as the 

t the animal. after thg 

licable fees; Plaetegraplas a Ad ideAtifyiAg 

ulation and County tag for the animal. if 

planted with an electronic animal identification device 
hereiA ffiust Se seEure8 withiA thirty (~Q) EaleA8ar Says after tRe 

A prospective adopter, afftt'S'lfier option and expense, may make an appointment at the Division to secure 
the above-cited services or may secure these services through a private veterinarian. If a dog or cat is adopted 
prior to sterilization, the adopter shall enter into a consent agreement between the Director or designee and the 
adopter guarantees that sterilization will be performed within 30 days of adoption and pay a deposit in accordance 
with Section 823.15, Florida Statutes. The deposit will be refunded upon the Division's receipt of evidence from the 
veterinarian performing the sterilization that the dog or cat has been sterilized. The requirements herein must be 
secured within thirty (30) calendar days after the Division approves the adoption application. Extensions may be 
granted by the Division for reasonable requests. Any deviation from these adoption requirements by the potential 
adopter will void the adoption, in which case the animal must be immediately relinquished to the Division. 
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At its discretion, the Division may refuse an adoption of an animal if it is determined that the adoption is not 
in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and general welfare of the public. Factors to be considered 
may include those factors set forth in section 4-12(d), Redemption and adoption, of this chapter. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 8, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 01-065, § 2, 10-2-01; Ord. No. 01-065, § 2, 10-2-01; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 
6-23-15) 

Sec. 4-9. Animal waste. 

The owner of every dog and cat shall be responsible for the removal 
on public property, public walks, public beaches, recreation areas_ 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 9, 6-16-98) 

Sec. 4-10. Rabies vaccinations. 

(a) 

(b) 

Every person who is the owner of any dog, e, ca, 
with a vaccine approved by the United States De 
The duration of the vaccination shall be according t 
applies to the particular species and age of the dog, e, 

~-
Every person who visits the County 
be deemed in compliance with this se 
issued in accordance with the laws of th 
without a current certificate of rabies vac 
vaccination certifica~L>-

ny feces deposited by his/her animal 
~ or private property of others. 

%vaccinated against rabies 
• • • hFS §82830 m accor'Cfi:l;Rce wit . . . . 

/thirty (30) calendardays or less shall 
alid certificate of rabies vaccination ,. 

anently reside. Dogs and cats 
culation and be issued a County 

(c) Every dog or cat that is relocated to the County for a period of more than thirty (30) calendar days, must 
have a current valid certificate of rabies vaccination. The information contained on that certificate must be 
substantially the same as the County rabies vaccination certificate or the dog and/or cat owner must secure 
a rabies vaccination and a County certificate of vaccination. 

./~AWi.&¥@. "'%,13l--Wft'V~,6,,,_ -~,,. 

(d) Evidence of a rabies vaccination shall consist of a fully completed County rabies vaccination certificate signed 
by the veterinarian administering the vaccine. The Division shall provide the certificates to be used by the 
veterinarians. One (1) copy of the certificate shall be retained by the veterinarian for at least one (1) year 
after the vaccination expires and the other copies shall be distributed by the veterinarian to the owner and 
animal care and control as directed by the Division . 

.,. • T#' 

kl As a means t91:tcourage owne.0 vaccinate their dogs and cats against rabies: When a first offense citation 
is issued to an ;r-~~r"'-of an unv8"~ated dog or cat the Division is authorized to hold the citation for fifteen 

·v-.0✓• W':14 
(15) calendar days, au:&wing tiroeff.dr the owner to have said dog or cat vaccinated. If proof of vaccination is 

resented to the Divi'r~~wktlfil
7
ral"his time period, the citation will be administratively dismissed by the 

Division. If the Division i~~:rlfesented proof of vaccination within fifteen (15) calendar days, the citation 
will be processed. •w,, 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 10, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 2, 2-5-08) 

Sec. 4-11. Dog and cat rabies/license tags. 

(a) Dogs and cats. 

(1) Every person who is the owner of any dog or cat si><-f6t four (4) months of age or older er eat fear (4) 
FRSA:1.:As ef age er eleler !:ihall secure from the Division or an authorized veterinarian/clinic a Bog or cat 
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rabies/license tag in accordance with the schedule in subsection (a)(6). The Division shall provide 
suitable tags for sale through authorized veterinarians/clinics. 

(2) No rabies/license tag fer elegs er Eats shall be issued or renewed until evidence of vaccination for 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(7) 

rabies by a licensed veterinarian has been presented. Upon vaccinating a dog or cat against rabies, 
authorized veterinarians/clinics shall have available for purchase by the Seger Eat owner, a County 
rabies/license tag. The rabies/license tag shall be valid for one of the following: one (1) year from the 
date of vaccination and must be renewed annually if the rabies vaccination is only approved for one (1) 
year; three (3) years from the date of vaccination and must be renewed every three {3) years if the 
rabies vaccination is approved for three (3) years; or a lifetime if the pet receives a three (3) year 
vaccination and maintains current rabies vaccinations for the p.{'t;s.lifetime with proof sent to the 
Division within 30 days of each vaccination date and the pet,~,microchip (EAID) registered with the 
Division. No rabies/license tag shall be valid after the ex 
the date of issuance. 

Failure to secure and purchase a new licen 
expires will result in a late penalty. The 8 
for the late penalty. Failure to secure ana w 
ear vaccination or to com 

lifetime taR.QQ!lQn. 

All dogs shall be required to we 
about the dog's neck by a calla' 
times. Dogs housed in a secure 
kept in the enclosure, as long as t 
attached to the enclosure. Dogs pa 
show and/or mat 

as to be cl 

$. 

r the previous tag 
olution the cost 

after a three (3 

license tag shaff'D.curely fastened 
evice so as to be clearly visible at all 
wearing the required license tag while 

collar/harness and that device is 
·al, obedience trial, conformation 

of the event. 

mess or other substantial device so 
n community cats, may be exempt from wearing the 

e as long as the tag is securely attached to the 
1··r:mg as the tag is provided to an officer upon 

hall be required to secure a eleg er Eat 
ule: 

is sil<-fet four (4) months of age er Eat is fear (1) rneAtlas ef 

b. ar days of acquiring a dog or cat; or 
1 

C. dar days after a dog or cat enters the County. 

ns/clinics shall have County rabies/license tags available for purchase by dog 
or cat owners or their agents who present evidence to the veterinarian that the dog or cat has been 
vaccinated against rabies pursuant to section 4-10, Rabies vaccinations. For a one-year or three-year 
vaccination, the effective date of the license tag shall be the date on which the dog or cat was last 
vaccinated against rabies. Fer a three year vaEciRation, the e#eEtive Sate 1uvill Be eRe (1) anS twe (2) 
years fellewing the Sate efvaEEination. In Re case shall the raBies/liEense tag Be effective fer more 
than enc (1) year. Persons purchasing lifetime tags are responsible for sending in proof of current 
rabies vaccination within thirty (30) calendar days of each vaccination to the Division to maintain the 
lifetime tag. Failure to do so will result in the loss of the lifetime tag. 
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(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

_(_fil Active law enforcement dogs that are currently owned by a Federal. State, County, or Municipal law 
enforcement agency are exempt from county license tag requirements. 

_(.fil In the event that a licensed veterinarian has determined that a rabies vaccination would endanger an 
animal's health because of age, infirmity, disability, illness, or other medical considerations, that animal 
will be exempt for the license tag requirement. However. such animal must be vaccinated against 
rabies and obtain a license tag as soon as its health permits. 

Reserved. 

All authorized veterinarians/clinics and authorized representatives shall remit payment for rabies/license 
tags sold according to procedures established by the Division. All auf!ij~~!ed veterinarians/clinics and 
representatives are encouraged to issue one (1) business check n,af .'. •·tor rabies/license tags sold. Failure 
to follow the procedures established by the Division will resulyifi -!?requirement that a business check from 
the authorized entity be issued to the Division on a monthL·~-nthly rabies/license tag report form 
for purposes of tabulating tags sold and amount ow~d s -~~uppW~9,;tthe Division. 

Schedule of fees and payments. The Board is hereby/ - ~'rized to estab·~mll\.-;v.resolution: 
-~ ;;:,:st'. 

(1) A schedule of fees for all license tags. •· 
'cit 

(2) A schedule of payments or handling fees to ;,'i'i:'![g~jzed veterig,irians/clinics a 
participate in the sale of dog and cat license tag1';'t{h:,.. ,d~ 

,,1r- _ -,,;;r-ks_. --. .--4~'.-i~f:";;,·;,,_;--· 

(e) General license tag requirements Jonfl/;iJ7f!.f!.c1 cats. •,'•,;mi,?/ 
(1) The address of the owner shall ~,~,f/;J,~ .. be the ;~Sd~Llli the dog or cat. All changes of address 

must be reported to the Division w1t6ip thirty~f3~) .. calendar da',(s;following such change. 

(2) Any_changes of Ji'Jlt~~~i~.of any do]t~~t, b:
1

1,;~"ia]~,,!;an:i~~therwise, shall be reported in 

wntmg to th;f~l~}i:oncb.'(_~di&-~w owner~~,~~,'.+~~:fl(S0J~li~~r days after o~n~rsh.1p. changes. 

ill As a means to encourage owners tui1cense their~□ cats: Whema first offense cItatIon Is issued to an 

owner of an unlicens~a'"a'o'g,or cat. !~Division is a~W',ized to hold the citation for fifteen (15) calendar days 
allowing time for the owr'l~_it'o:,hav~Thrrctog_or cat liC~ed. If proof of licensure is presented to the Division 
within thi~'trt,;'e1;E'ehod. the c&fflrff~istratilYl!f§;:dismissed by the Division. If the Division is not 

reseii:t-,,'c!i1W1th
0

pf6~,llcensut~~hin fifteefi'/Jisj~eale~r days, the citation will be processed. 
-"~,s-·· '«-i'tf-ii'.½'-- _ ~<,_-at,."-.,,_ '--"S~f0L:_s 

(Ord. No]!!!l,:22, § 11, 6-16-9~od. No.-a8lQ04, pt. 3, 2-5"08; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15) ~-riziir~~ -"•=ZZH,. •6,.,,,,, 

·-.~~ 
Sec. 4-12. Reil 

(a) downer aXU~ogs. All cats with an identified owner and dogs that have been 
impounded at the~DJ\l,sion or ati~~lray holding partner site shall be held for redemption by the owner for a 
minimsm sf fesr (4)ll°'ii!il!¥'55'.'iJii\'S72 hours that the Division or stray holding partner is open for public 
access. Notwithstandin)'"ihe\fori§going, waenever if a cat with an identified owner or dog is so injured or 
diseased as to appear to b.0~ttering and it reason-;;bly appears that such cat with an identified owner or dog 
is imminently near death or cannot be cured or rendered fit for service and the Division makes a reasonable 
and concerted, but unsuccessful, effort to locate the owner of the cat with an identified owner or dog or the 
owner's agent, then the Division, acting in good faith and upon reasonable belief, may humanely euthanize 
the cat with an identified owner or dog upon the advice of the Division's veterinarian. If the Division locates 
the owner or the owner's agent, the Division shall notify him or her of #le said cat '.'.'itl, an identif-ied ewner 
or dog's location and condition and such person shall either immediately redeem and provide care for the cat 
wits an identif.ied ewner or dog or relinquish the cat wits an identif.ied ewner or dog to the Division. The 
Division shall be required to attempt to contact the owner of any cat with an identified owner or dog 
impounded wearing a tag, exhibiting a recognizable tattoo, or implanted with an electronic animal 
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(b) 

(c) 

il!.l 

identification device (EAID). Those cats with an identified owner or dogs not claimed within fear (q) laasiaess 
<lay£ 72 hours (that the Division or the stray holding partner is open for public access) by the owner shall 
become the property of the County or the stray holding partner and may be placed for adoption, transferred 
to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization, placed in foster care or disposed of in a 
humane manner. Impounded cats with an identified owner or dogs that are infected with a contagious 
disease that poses a threat to the animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may be immediately 
humanely euthanized. The provisions of this section do not apply to community cats, which are addressed in 
section 4-35, Community cats. 

Cats without identification. All cats without identification such as a tag, a recognizable tattoo or EAID that are 
impounded by the Division shall will be immediately processed for a,51911[,ion, returned to field, transferred to 
a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization or 13la_~-~ffi@ffitplaced in foster care. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever such cat is injured !is\it[~~d and appears to be suffering and it 
reasonably appears that such cat cannot be expeditiously g 
1,urnane soeiety er 13ri1Jate animal non13rofit organi2atio_J3"-.·-~ed i~,~~1 eare, then the Division, acting in 
good faith and upon reasonable belief, _may human~!~~~~~anize the caf_~he a_dvice of a tlae Divisiea's 
v~t~rinarran. Cats 1mpoun~ed under this subsect,~gg~,,~-Yare mfecte? with a:~~-g1o~s disease that poses a 
s,gnificant threat to the animals or staff at the sljeftllror to the public may be rqawi,d1ately humanely 
euthanized. Nothing in this section shall be constr&e°cfto prohibit the Division fro'il\'ii~111anely euthanizing 

any cat that is irremediably suffering. •. . 'S}\. . .. j'1t, 'r\t'°;c't• 
Exotic animals. Any exotic animal thatis;impounded and"ti~liev~a:i"dbe an escaped pe;:sibe held for 
purposes of redemption for a miaimJiif'Elf:72:hours that thew.ion is open for public access. If no owner 
has come forward during such time, th~;;;f§;bd:1ill.ill permaneii&iace the animal with an appropriate 
organization or euthanize it, if appropria~b doT'C5~~ending ~es and other factors. The Division 
reserves the right to immediately euthaniz~ifhy invas\~1\~pgcies that-pounded. if it is not believed to 
have an owner. Notwitn'sni\i'Eln'Mhe foregoi.ny otheiilleWtTa,species'l'fifil may have specific permit 
requirements for pc,s'~Q~·~lffiWther State ~ede~'ffl}?J~rlC~~rt'd""that the Division cannot satisfy, will 
immediately be tr~WS,s:-fe(red to ap-fflt)riate facili~~-~ffsposition"tlf1irumanely euthanized. 

.;,;o/:::,,;1.,,' '.i,~$'~~ ~"r',_'ft'{ 
Impounded animals sli'~l.t~elea}.he_n the folloi!J,f conditions have been satisfied: 

(1) irtlM~iirrl?Jiiship. titll;tl,iitt~&~J!! be\~l~lished by way of a license and rabies vacdnation 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

.. · are;cl:i1J/tR{f.ale, pfi~~.~-aph, affiaa11taPm'111e1ghbors, or other reliable documentary evidence. 
e Division may,af~o requir,a.•a,~worn state'ffi~f ownership. Failure to provide satisfactory proof of 

•c,ec-0,:,,"S "',{''"'•_:•'~ ~,,,. 

nership shall cofu:i!!rute gro!li:rcis-Jor the Division to refuse to release an animal to a person claim in 

-,,.:;;;1~.;\., 
Rabil{v~c.cination and 1f?f?q~e tag. N~'i"dog or cat shall be released from the Division without a current 
rabies v~itl'gation and lic~J'l1e tag unless the Division's veterinarian has determined that the 
vaccinati~/ilfo.uld endangg};{he animal's health because of age, infirmity, disability, illness or other 

--:v-r;t,,s .. _ --':'c-R-: 
medical consiae1a;1ons,;Sj:rcb·animal must be vaccinated against rabies as soon as its health permits. 
Notwithstanding'tffJ;r6fegbing, community cats must be vaccinated against rabies but are exempt 
from the requirem~ht'tb'obtain a license tag. 

Electronic animal identification device /EAID). No dog or cat shall be released to the owner unless it has 
been implanted with an electronic animal identification device (EAID) at the owner's expense. No dog 
or cat shall be released for adoption unless it has been implanted with an EAID. 

Fees and costs. The owner of an impounded animal shall pay all impoundment fees, daily boarding 
costs, medical expenses and other costs related to such impoundment prior to release of the animal. 
These fees shall be established by the Board. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the owner of an 
unaltered dog or cat agrees to have the animal spayed or neutered prior to release from the Division, 
the owner shall pay the impoundment/redemption fee established by the Board for sterilized animals. 
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During overcrowding crisis periods at the shelter, the Division shall have the ability to forgive some or 
all fees should the owner have a legitimate financial burden but is able to prove provision of the 
appropriate care of the animal. 

le+l.fil The Division shall have the authority to approve or decline the adoption or release of any animal in its 
custody or responsibility. At its discretion, the Division may refuse an adoption or the release of an animal if 
it is determined that the adoption or release is not in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and 
general welfare of the public. Factors to be considered may include, but are not limited to the following: 

(1) Property and/or lease restrictions. 

(;!.JJ Insufficient personal identification or address verification. 

(;la) Previous or current reported animal offenses or citations. 

(4J) 

(5) 

(~) 

(7~ 

Failure to fulfill requirements of previous animal ado 

Number of animals presently owned. /~i' "<t•" 

Conditions under which the animals a,e !e_
0

t~#~ed. 

Disposition/temperament of animal ts ~e a'elel,te~. 
"•'2_:};)--

(&fil Observations and determination offield investi[atbr. , 
''\{f!~i}<. ./~ 

(97) Prior adjudication withheld on/plead nolo contend~ll';oi!tan~ictions for of anim~elty or abuse 
"-r--·•,·.00;:;;,c·,,,_ ",00-""<''7'"'. 

(with or without inclusion on the'.Floiida.Department of.'1'11liii Enforcement's database of documented 
"Aggravated Animal Cruelty'1 off~~"efSfiS'.@'J<Lt.al activitie.5-11'.l:~dlving animals, child abuse, or domestic 
violence. Prier eeAvietions fer aRiFA1i"IB'eruCltyi~bffal31;1se, •• ,ith ''..?;WJ.ithn, rt ind, ,c:inn nn thP Clnrirh 

'iYVtc, '"'-C-:'_","-fc)C,"'.·_~_. o;S•,s-S,· 

Department of Law EnfereeFAeAt's elatabase ef~fo'{UiReAteel "Agg£8,Vateel Animal Cruelty11 ef:feAelers. 

(¾Ill!) Prior remov~,~1ifJtllttfteglect ~,i:::id'tlt11ttir,;;;,iitrt8.073. 
(±!;!) Relinquishrne~~-ownership~1,an animal(~Ji~It~m the past year or history of relinquishing ownership 

of arnmal(s) on ~0~. than one{J.) occasion. ~:,,,,. 

(~!QJ~~~t~t'\~igtfees:•,~:~~~a~~'!~1t!~.,the ~fr,j£· 
IT! All un~~fl:~a~ilfO'o,cats ill! by th~~t>'if:Ji:e>'rhto d~ners with an agreement that the animal return for 

_,ion at a late'f:irffte,. musi,;~~ought ba~erilization as agreed or sterilized by a private 
ian within thetfffi"glimits iri'iir®ibed by the Division. Failure to sterilize an 

the tiBf,redemption. wlifclfe,a viola~f this section. 
·~1~t;:,? ··,~~~' ·~·· 

Sec. 4-13. Adol)tii>Q fees and sf!!i;i,lization 'requirements for dogs and cats. 

(a) The Division s3~e'•r.esponsibl~¥~ sterilizing every dog and cat prior to release for adoption except those 
dogs or cats that a~~:fttedicaf:'8:~$'lugical risk or that are transferred to a humane society or private animal 
nonprofit organization'f~~sm~t'a"'greed to have the dog/cat sterilized prior to adoption or return to field. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, if an animal cannot be sterilized at the time of adoption due to a medical or 
surgical risk, the adopter shall execute a written agreement guaranteeing that sterilization will be performed 
within 30 days or prior to sexual maturity. The adopter shall provide a sufficient deposit as authorized by the 
Board by resolution, which deposit shall be refundable upon presentation to the Division of written evidence 
from the veterinarian performing the sterilization that the animal has been sterilized. Failure by the adopter 
to timely comply with the provisions of this paragraph shall result in the deposit being forfeited to the 
Division and shall be a violation of this Chapter. Any legal fees or court costs used for the enforcement of this 
paragraph are the responsibility of the adopter. Upon the request of a licensed veterinarian, and for a valid 
reason, the Division may extend the time limit within which the animal must be sterilized. 
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tBt Aeie19teB Bogs aAB Eats Rot iRitially sterilirnB m1:1st Be sterilirnB By the DivisieR er a iarivate veteriAariaR 
withiR thirty f~O} Bays from the Bate of aBoratioR. YraeR the writteR request ef a liEeRseB veteriRariaR, a RB 
fer a valis reasen, tae 9ivisien saall e><tens tae tirne lirnit witain waiea tae animal rnust ~e sterili,es. 

tE)(b) A fee for adoption shall be set by the Board by resolution. No portion of the adoption fee shall be refunded 
for sterilization performed by a private veterinarian. 

fet(c) Any transfer of ownership of an adopted animal shall not occur until such animal has been sterilized and 
proof of sterilization has been provided to the Division. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 13, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15) 

Sec. 4-14. Records. 

The Division shall keep records of the impoundment and d 
the Division and shall record the relevant dates, names and 
released. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 14, 6-16-98) 

Sec. 4-15. Humane education. 

(a) It is hereby considered to be a valid pe 
law and the proper care and respect fa 

(b) In order to educat, 
animals, t+he Div' 

(Ord. 

Sec.4 

,1_e of all animals under the control of 

on of the County concerning the 
ty, the Division shall make 

(a) A rabTestdontrol program, ffr@ill:ding the''!fl~estigation of all reported animal bites, may be carried out through 
"'-w-/4W/4.. 'W'&,W;, -~-

rtment using the requirements of Florida Department of 
rid a Administrative Code, and this chapter as a basis for 

ation. 

(b) Any dogL Gf cat, or·rer:ret withg;ti,~current rabies vaccination that has bitten, is believed to have bitten or ''///////;;,;,,,_ ~2?,ff 
6 rabies or is suspected of having rabies shall be quarantined for rabies 

observation. The owner Of~'n Beg er eat animal shall relinquish control of the Bog er eat Jnimal for the 
purpose of quarantine at a location approved by the Division. The seg er eat animal shall be quarantined at 
the owner's expense for a period of ten (10) days from the date of the bite at tae 9ivisien er at an a~~rnves 
holBiRg faeility ef a loEal veteriRariaR. It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to surrender any such eeg--er= 
-Eat- animal for rabies quarantine. Additionally, it shall be unlawful for any person to fail to inform the Division 
of any such Bog or Eats animal's whereabouts if the owner has relinquished possession of said Bog or Eat 
animal or caused said Bog or eat 3nimal to be taken from the owner's premises. 

At the Division's and/or the County Florida Health Department's sole discretion, the animal may be allowed 
to complete the quarantine while secured inside the owner's home, if the animal's health could be 
compromised by completing the quarantine at the Division, the owner can sufficiently confine the animal, 
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and if allowing a home quarantine will not pose a risk to public safety. Permission for a home quarantine may 
be revoked at any time. 

(c) Any dog.L eF cat, or ferret with a current documented rabies vaccination that has bitten, is believed to have 
bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies may be quarantined at home. The Division and/or the 
County Florida Health Department shall have the authority to grant or deny permission for home quarantine 
privilege. If at any time during the quarantine period the Division determines that the owner of the eeg--eF 

-Eat animal is not able to sufficiently confine the dog or eat animal, the owner shall relinquish control of the 
deg or eat animal to the Division. The dog or eat 3nimal will be confined in the custody of the Division or at 
an approved holding facility of a local veterinarian for the remainder of the quarantine period at the owner's 
expense. 

(d) Any animal other than a dog,"' cat, or ferret which has bitten,· 
exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of rabies shall be 

ed to have bitten or has otherwise 

the owner pending a determination of final disposition by 

♦,~iea slaall laavi 

" 
sf aetifieatiea sy tlae Divisiea. 

fflM It shall be unlawful for any person to feed or fail to ta t unintentional • feeding of any wild raccoon, fox or c 

lg)lfl The following fees shall be imposed, i 
rabies control program: 

(1) 

(3) 

(4) 

ed to have bitten any person, 
_Bffdinator. The animal bite 
lephone, correspondence or 
rantine requirements for the 

where the owner and the victim are the same, 
,!= household and the animal has a current rabies 

eported to have bitten any person, shall be 
uuu1I ~u ~n~~•.111IIe1I uI~'1;'. l.uu1u111atorfee, when the animal bite coordinator 
~- 'W,ff~ 

;J:UULL:, wuIK, 11uweY:e'[%is not at~J~o obtain all necessary information pursuant to section 4-16(h)(l) 
h~,gand an animal f~tol offic~.ispatched to secure or obtain the required bite information. 

w~ • '9 
Transpol'rition fee. Owneghose animals have been reported to have bitten any person and who are 
required-ky,,..e such ani~jquarantined at an approved quarantine facility, shall be charged a 

• 110c1,1cuc10,,, i '-9'-'" '' 'b situation requires transportation by the Division. 

Quarantine re/easeJe!:.the end of each quarantine period for rabies observation, owners whose 
animals have been reported to have bitten any person are required to call the Division to verify that 
said animal is alive and healthy to assure that it is free of rabies infection. A quarantine release fee shall 
Q!!!y__be charged when the owner fails to call or the Division is unsuccessful at reaching the owner by 
phone within forty-eight (48) hours following the expiration of the quarantine period, requiring an 
animal control officer to esserve tlae aairaal be dispatched for the purpose of verifying that the animal 
is alive and well. 

(5) Quarantine at the Division fee. Owners whose animals are quarantined at the Division for a rabies 
quarantine shall be charged a quarantine fee, which shall be paid by the owner at the beginning for the 
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quarantine period. The owner shall be responsible to pay for any medical care provided during the 
quarantine period at the conclusion of the quarantine period. 

Wl&l Except as provided in subsection (gf)(5), an invoice reflecting fees imposed pursuant to this section shall be 
sent to the owner of the animal. Payment shall be made by the owner within thirty (30) days of receipt of 
said invoice. f:ail1:1Fe to 13ay withiA s1:1Eh time shall EORstit1:1te a violatioR of this Eha13ter, 131:1Rishable as 
13rnvi8e8 iR sectieR 4 ~Q, \'iolatioRs, Eivil iRfFactions, Eivil 13enalties. Unpaid fees may be sent to collections or 
collected by any means available at law. 

lit the OWRCF sf the aRimal. Pay_meRt 1:i·s seetisR shall Be SeRt to . l' u•ithiR s1:1ch time • • eseel pe,seaatlet' • ·e1 ieveiee. Fa,le,ete pa," .. ,. • .. •a iaveiee ,efleet,ag fees '"'P. a· tairt" (3G) elays ef ,eeeIpt ef sa,_ Aiil!P,, ... ,~ ., .. ,. .. . . 
n 118 iJ8e8vthem.vReFw1t IA 1 ._, __ ,_,_ -- - ._, ' shae m , ,_._L •. - _ _,.d ·- _,. - L-

civil peRalties. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 16, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15) 

Sec. 4-17. Reserved. 

Editor's note(s)-Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, adopted Jun 
and impoundment of honeybee hives and derived tru 

Sec. 4-18. Guard dogs. 

(a) Guard dog permit. 

(1) Any person se •· 

use for the 
,g that such person is seeking to 
• life at any nonresidential 

(2) 

( 

( 

(b) Obta 

(1) 

(2) 

a. 

b. 

he date of issuance and must be 
at least thirty (30) days prior to 

he Board by resolution. 

permif56''fill apply to the Division on a form approved by the Division. 

elude but is not limited to the following information: 

telephone number of the applicant and a description of the location(s) at 
e maintained; 

'tcfwhether the applicant or any officer or employee of the guard dog service has 
ever been coRviete8 of aR offeRse iRvolviRg CF1:1elt:y to aRimals charged or convicted of, had 
adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contend ere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual 
activities involving animals, child abuse, or domestic violence or has had a final judgment entered 
against that person under Florida Statutes§ 828.073 or any other statute prohibiting animal 
neglect or mistreatment. Case names and numbers must be included in the application: 

c. The breed, sex, age, color(s), guard dog license tag number, and electronic animal identification 
device (EAID) number of each dog that will be used as a guard dog; 
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d. If applicable, a complete list containing the name, address, and telephone number of every 
customer procuring the use of a guard dog and the physical location of every guard dog 
{identified by license tag number), if different than the customer's address; 

e. The name, address and telephone number of the applicant's veterinarian(s); 

f. The name, address and telephone number(s) of the person(s) responsible for training and/or 
providing food, water, exercise and care to each guard dog; and 

g. If applicable, proof of business tax receipt from the Palm Beach County Tax Collector. 

(3) The permit applicant shall complete an application, supply all i 
and pay the applicable permit fee established by the Board b,•· 
deemed complete and reviewable until the permit fee is 

rmation requested by the Division, 
'lution. No application shall be 

(4) Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30) days i 
0 

meet minimum compliance specifications. 
plicants to make corrections to 

(c) Permit denial, revocation, and suspension. 

(1) By notice of adverse action, the Division rn 
the Division that: 

a. 
information or documen 

b. 

C. 

d. 

(2) 

(d) Appeal process. 

lication or in any 

'.St a hearing in County Court to 
te of the citation; 

r of the guard dog service has been 
y •• ,,-w 
eltv to aniR=ials or had adjudication withheld on, or 

ruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals 

"nal judgment entered against him/her pursuant to 
r 

'@' 

d respori~f~of an applicant/permit holder has been found to be 
" !i,T 

,:i'arv care that, if not treated, would result in suffering, pain or death. 

' ci~ns for a violation of section 4-24, Animal care; manner of 
•• 

d for a permit that is revoked or suspended. For a permit that is denied 
e permit fee shall be refunded as provided by the Board by resolution. 

(1) Any applicant or perrfm holder who has been denied a permit or whose permit has been revoked or 
suspended may appeal the adverse action to a Special Master by filing a written notice of appeal and 
appeal bond with the Division within ten (10) days of issuance of the notice of adverse action. The 
Board of County Commissioners is hereby authorized to establish the amount of the appeal bond by 
resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the Division in the form of a money order, a certified 
check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the County. 

(2) The appeal will be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30) calendar days after the applicant or 
permit holder has submitted a notice of appeal. The initial hearing on the appeal may be continued by 
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the Division, the Special Master, or the applicant or permit holder beyond the thirty (30) calendar days 
for good cause shown. 

(3) Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before the Special Master shall be governed as provided 
in section 4-30, Animal Care and Control Special Master hearing. 

(4) The denial, revocation, or suspension of the permit shall be upheld or reversed by the Special Master. 

(e) Requirements following notice of adverse action and/or appeal process. 

(1) If the notice of denial, revocation or suspension of a guard dog permit is not appealed within ten (10) 
days after the notice of adverse action is issued, the applicant ~ermit holder shall immediately cease 
and desist operation of a guard dog service or use of a guard.- -Jllor the purpose of defending, 
patrolling or protecting property or life at any nonreside11t:if~lishment in Palm Beach County. 

(2) Any person whose permit has been revoked may not 

(3) Each reapplication for a permit shall be accompa~·­
resolution. 

(4) Any person with a guilty adjudication of a 
permit to operate a guard dog service in th 

(f) Registration of guard dogs. 

(1) Guard dog services and guard 
Palm Beach County with the Div 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

guard dog ow/\ed or used in 
e following for each dog: 

ale, receipt or notarized affidavit) including the name and 
the dog was obtained; 
l 

i. )'(m>,i;fMrized affidav~jgned by the previous owner acknowledging that the dog will be used as a 
ent may be waived if the dog has been previously registered to the 

re than one (1) year in the County. 

j. A current ceii\'ifJ<f:fi'.fi;,"nfrom a veterinarian who is licensed in Florida stating that the guard dog 
~I" has been examr.,J)O and is healthy and physically fit to perform service as a guard dog. The owner 

shall obtain the certification form from the Division and shall provide it to the examining 
veterinarian for completion. 

(2) At least every six (6) months, each guard dog shall be examined by a veterinarian who is licensed in 
Florida to determine whether the dog is healthy and physically fit to perform service as a guard dog. 
The owner shall obtain the certification form from the Division, shall provide it to the examining 
veterinarian for completion, and, upon completion, shall provide it to the Division. 

(3) Newly acquired dogs shall be immediately vaccinated against rabies, tagged and registered with the 
Division as a guard dog before being used as a guard dog. 
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(4) The fee to register a guard dog with the Division shall be established by the Board by resolution. 

(5) A guard dog license tag shall be an annual requirement. The guard dog license tag is available only 
through the Division. The fee for a guard dog license tag shall be established by the Board by 
resolution. The guard dog tag shall be worn at all times or shall be fastened to each guard dog's 
enclosure when the guard dog is inside it. 

(6) No dog shall be used as a guard dog unless and until the dog has been registered with the Division. 

(7) No dog shall be registered or used as a guard dog if a veterinarian deems that the dog is physically unfit 
to perform service as a guard dog. 

(8) No dog shall be used as a guard dog while it is pregnant or la_ 

Fegis:ter 1:19e g1c1arel elog. 

f±Gtlfil_Each guard dog must be implanted with an EAi 

fH)J.1Q)_Maintenance of guard dog registration sy. 
inoculation as affecting registration syste A 

which shall contain all data required by the 
disappearance of a guard dog, the guard dog se 

nee, and rabies 
fd dog registration system 
!¾ 

on tran't9J.,1° ownership, death or 
l9j owner shall,. the Division. Upon 

n the guard dog r-,!/stration system. If receipt of the information, the c3l' 

the dog has disappeared, an e • -e locatmn of such disappearance. 

(g) Inspection/records. 

(1) 

(4) 

(5) 

inspect: 

a. 

b. 

uard dog registration that officers 
"-ht to enter the premises and 

at limited to vaccination, veterinary, and medical 

lses, or records shall be a violation of this chapter. 

sterner that procures the use of a guard dog to sign an 
ww-,1?6 

rs of the~Vision to perform unannounced inspections of any guard dog 
.. d dog is being used as a guard dog. 

ain records identifying the name, address, and telephone number of 
•. use of a guard dog and the physical location of each guard dog (with 

erent than the customer's address . 

ard dog services shall provide the Division with complete records identifying 
the name, address, and telephone number of every customer procuring the use of a guard dog and the 
physical location of every guard dog (with license tag number). The method of reporting shall be as 
directed by the Division. 

(6) Guard dog services and guard dog owners shall immediately notify the Division in writing when a guard 
dog is temporarily or permanently removed from service due to sickness, injury, a medical condition, or 
death. 

(7) Guard dog services and guard dog owners shall maintain records of the acquisition, transfer of 
ownership, death, or disappearance of a guard dog. 
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(8) The records required to be maintained herein shall be maintained for a period of at least two (2) years 
from the date of creation and shall be provided to the Division upon request unless otherwise provided 
herein. 

(h) Transportation of guard dog. 

(1) Every vehicle transporting a guard dog must be clearly marked, showing that it is transporting a guard 
dog. A compartment separate from the driver is required and shall be arranged to ensure maximum 

ventilation for the dog. 

(2) No guard dog shall be transported in the trunk of a car. No guard dog shall be transported in the open 
bed of a truck unless the guard dog is inside a sturdy well venti~i'ed crate that is large enough for the 
dog to comfortably stand up with its head fully raised and;.6« and turn around and is securely 
fastened within the bed of the truck to prevent movem~_0;{f'-flre crate. The crate must be protected 

(3) No guard dog shall be transported in violation of/;:~ 

(i) General requirements for guard dogs. 

(1) Guard dog enclosures shall be a minimum 
and one hundred fifty (150) square feet if tw 

ne (1) dog is present 
,. two (2) dogs shall be 

maintained in an enclosure. 

(2) Only compatible dogs ma ~fo□Jt_water 

(3) 

(4) 

and bed<:! re access by all 

lh 

Q,_ 

f,_ 

d. 

~ 

enclosure unless the guard dog 

.,w' by the Division. 

r simiFa't,!i#"terial with a solid roof over the entire ,,,,;;,~p 
ide the enclosure large enough to allow all dogs 
ie down in the shelter simultaneously. The shelter 
he direct rays of the sun and direct effect of the 

,.tilation. The shelter shall be raised off the ground 
ring made of a nonporous easily cleanable surface, 

large enough for each guard dog to access the 

r openings to allow air to circulate, and have fans or 

chapter. Enclosures or shelters that are covered on all sides 

1tion are prohibited. 

in the enclosure must_.R_e _i;tructurall 
d such that it: 

Has no sha'r'ro'p'tifllf51:cr edges that could injure the do .. 
Protects the do -from inj..,, v-

Enables the dog(s) to remain dry and clean. 

Provides shelter from extreme temperatures and weather conditions that may be uncomfortable 

or hazardous to the dog. 

Has floors that are constructed in a manner that protects the dog's feet and legs from injury, and 
that, if of mesh or slatted construction, does not allow the dog's feet to pass through any 

openings in the floor. 
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(5) The shelteF enclosure shall have clean, dry bedding or a reasonably soft comfortable surface for each 
dog to lie down on to prevent a dog from getting calluses or pressure sores. 

(6) When the outdoor temperature rises above eighty-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit guard dogs must be 
provided air conditioning or, at minimum, one (1) twenty-inch electric fan directed into enclosure and 
one (1) twenty-inch electric fan directed into the shelter within the enclosure. When the temperatures 
fall below forty (40) degrees Fahrenheit, guard dogs must be moved indoors or provided adequate 
heating in their enclosure and shelter to maintain temperatures above forty-five (4G2_) degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

(7) Guard dog enclosures and the area immediately surrounding th,e,_enclosures shall be cleaned at least 
once a day to remove any e~ecFement an8 ts saniti21:e all s1:1rf 
food waste and excrement to prevent soiling of the dogs arnlrdWeduce diseas_e hazards, insects, pestS 

with contaminated water and other Wc;l$te Qu 
rimary enclosure 

st~ 

fQllowed by a cleg11 water rinse, mu 
grass, sand, earth or absorb 

(8) Guard dogs shall laave ue uruv11 ean +Fe5fl- tdbd and water a,t...a.# 

inated. wholesome. palatable 

(9) 

(11) 

(12) 

tim€5.Dogsm 

animal. The d 
enclosure shall 

dition a11d~~ght of the 
and condition. Each guard dog 

esh water is available. 

ya license'cff(fe'terinarian and removed from use as a 
n. If, during an inspection, the Division determines 
'ured, lame, or diseased, the dog shall be 

edeemed in accordance with section 4-12, 
der Florida Statutes § 828.073. 

'Qsure shall nave at least one-half(½) hour of exercise within each 
a.a rd dog services and guard dog owners shall maintain a daily 

nse tag number and providing the date, time, location, and 
uard dog. 

. umane existence, and shall at all times be maintained in accordance with 
ner of keeping, unless otherwise specified in this section. 

rvice of a guard dog shall be responsible to assure that the guard dog is 
provided a humane-~iSfence in accordance with section 4-24, Animal care; manner of keeping, unless 
otherwise specified in this section, and shall immediately contact the Division to report any guard dog 

that is sick, diseased, lame or injured. 

(13) Any guard dog on commercial premises that is not registered as a guard dog shall be impounded by the 
Division and may be redeemed in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption and adoption . 

(14) Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog to patrol the premises after that business's 
operating hours shall provide adequate fencing or some other confining structure to keep the guard 
dog within the premises. 
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(15) Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog on commercial premises shall at each entry 
point and at fifty-foot intervals along the property's fence perimeter, post a readily visible sign 
including the words "Guard Dog." 

(16) Entry points of commercial premises that use a guard dog shall have a sign posted with the telephone 
number of the guard dog's trainer, handler and/or owner in case of an emergency. 

(17) Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog on commercial premises shall at each entry 
point and on the guard dog enclosure post a readily visible sign that notifies members of the public to 
report guard dog complaints to the Division. Such signs will be available through the Division for a fee 
set by the Board by resolution. 

(18) No dog that has been classified as 11 aggressive 11 or "dangerq 1he Division shall be used as a guard 
dog. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 18, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 2011-005, § 3, 3-15-11; 

Sec. 4-19. Evictions, incarcerations, commun· 

occurrences; effect on animals. 

In cases of evictions, incarcerations, hospital' 
Florida Department of Children and Fam 
occurrences whereby the owner of an anin'i" 
impounded by the Division, the Division shall 
animal to a humane society or private animal rt, 
manner, when the following co 

(1) 

(2) 

d other involuntary 

~ ns of hardshi 
l'lilfc: agencies, and/o- er involuntary 

care for an animal and such animal is 
e animal for adoption transfer the 

e of such animal in a humane 

days from the date of the Division's notice to make 
by personal claim or otherwise. If the owner does 
al within the aforementioned time period, the 

(a) Any own 
burning, 

uch animal, shall immediately dispose of the carcass by 

Ge 131:1siAess iA tl=iis CeuAty. 

e surface of the ground, providing the animal to a company 
7UI uu1er u1::.µu::.a]. or other autl=ieFiZ:ed method of disposal authorized by law: 

(b) It is unlawful to dispose of the carcass of any animal by dumping such carcass on any public or private 
property, or in any place where such carcass can be eaten by another animal. 

(c) Any owner of any animal shall be responsible for the costs of disposing of the animal in instances where the 
Division disposes of the animal due to any emergency or the owner's failure to act. The costs of disposal shall 
be established by the Board by resolution. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 20, 6-16-98) 
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Sec. 4-21. Livestock. 

(a) Livestock fences. Every owner of livestock shall erect and/or maintain a fence to contain and confine all 
livestock kept or maintained on his/her premises. Such fence shall be sufficiently strong and substantial so as 
to prevent egress of livestock. Failure to so erect and/or maintain the fence in reasonably good condition 
shall be deemed a violation of this chapter. The owner of livestock shall, within twenty-four (24) hours of 
initial warning from the Division, repair or erect a fence and/or make arrangements for the placement of 
livestock so as to have the livestock confined. lf the fence is not repaired or erected, or arrangements have 
not been made for the placement of livestock within the twenty-four-hour period, the owner may receive a 

(b) 

(c) 

lfl 

civil citation. ,,,,,.,, 

Livestock at large. Any owner of livestock who unlawfully, inte1J1 

same to run at large or stray upon any street, roadway, right,: 

property of another without consent shall be deemed to 

Livestock impounded at the Division. with the except~f,cattle. shall 
for th,ee (3) bssiaess da'js a minimum of 72 hour51 ,,,,.,,,,.,,,,,,, 

knowingly or negligently permits the 
her public area or the private 

Hhis chapter. 

hours (that the Division is open for public acces 
may be placed for adoption, transferred to a hum 

for redemption by the owner 
iiathree (3) bssiaess da'js 72 
l}wperty of the County and 

ciety or pri'!j~te animal n~~fit organization, placed 

don vacant land®h'all post a 
reference number l ation. This 
reference number 

(d) Equine infectious one 

(1) Jive Coggins (EIA) test conducted 
hs of age, is exempted from test 

)ave a report of a negative Coggins test conducted 
-~ of ownership. The negative Coggins test report 
at the time of change of location or ownership. 

eage restrictions/excess animal habitats. 

(a) The chart set forth beloWf'lil,rCTibes the maximum number of dogs and/or cats, other than community cats, 
per specified acreage restrictions: 

Number of Dogs Less Than 1.5 Acres 1.5 to Less Than 2.5 2.5 or More Acres 
and/or Cats Acres 

1-10 dogs and/or Allowed Allowed Allowed 
cats 

11-20 dogs and/or Prohibited Allowed Allowed 
cats 

Created: 2026-02-24 11:37:45 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2) 

Page 25 of 77 



21-30 dogs and/or Prohibited Prohibited Allowed 
cats 

Acreage determination excludes easements for roads or other areas that must allow public 
egress and ingress. All property must be contiguous. 

(b) References to dogs and cats only refer to dogs and cats older than four (4) months. There are no restrictions 

(c) 

(d) 

-"-

(a) 

on the number of dogs and cats younger than four (4) months old tha 

lf it is determined that a person is in violation of this section, sue shall be allowed thirty (30) days 
from the notice of violation to cure same. 

Any person who wishes to exceed the maximum number , 
(2.5) acres or more must apply to the Division for a speGlal ":excess anf 
comply with all animal care standards as required in,.h 4-23 of this 

-1t" permit. The owner must 
al shelters and 

humane societies in compliance with local zonin 
provided they are on a minimum of one (1) acre. 

Unowned communit the number of 
animals present. ~ • 

(2) 

id~d at least with the minimum 
iQn 4-24. 

ipter, all liceAsees A=11:1st ceA1ply wit!,: are in addition to 
,orm ,n: Florida Statutes, Ch. 588, "Livestock at Large"; Florida 
W/~ 

ijjorida Statutes, Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals"; Florida 
Depaff[ffuent of Health ang)Nfi,,ules an!"4ulations Chapter 64D-3 Florida Administrative Code, Control of 

ditions Which May Significantly Affect Public Health"; Unified Land 
h County as adopted by Ordinance 92-20, as amended or recodified; 

No. 72-7, as amended, "Business Taxes"; and any and all other 
ans, policies, ordinances, and local, state, or federal laws. 

interpreted to require a permit from a veterinary clinic/hospital estalalisaRSeAt 
weFleing 1,mdeF tAe Eli Feet autAeFi'l?f and eentFel sf a veteFinarv elinic/AesJ3ital, for medical services 
regulated by the Department of Business and Professional Regulation: however, veterinary 
clinics/hospitals providing services, including but not limited to, boarding, grooming, and training 
unrelated to medical treatment must obtain an appropriate permit Aurnane seeiety, pFivate anirnal 

, anirnal reseue erganizatien sAelter er J3rivate staBle. All other animal 
establishments as defined in this chapter are required to secure a permit. 

(b) Permit procedures and requirements. 
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(1) No person shall operate, solicit business, or advertise an animal establishment without first obtaining 
an operational permit (hereinafter, "permit") issued by the Division. 

(2) Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30) days in order for applicants to make corrections to 

(3) 

meet minimum compliance specifications. A permit shall be issued only after the Division completes an 

inspection and determines that the minimum requirements and standards, as set forth herein have 
been met. After appreval, a No permit shall be issued "f'GR until receipt of payment of the applicable 
fee. The permit shall be prominently displayed on the premises where animals are located. The cost of 
a permit and other related fees shall be established by the Board by resolution. 

The permit is valid for a period of one (1) year from the date of· 
revoked. The permit 5Rall must be renewed annually. Said pe 
refundable except as specifically provided for herein. Ren • 
least thirty (30) days prior to the expiration date. The 
untimely permit renewal applications. Failure to tim 

in the permit. 

ue, unless otherwise stated or 
not transferable, assignable or 

lications for permits shall be made at 
y resolution establish late fees for 

ermit renewal may result in a lapse 

(4) A new animal establishment shall use its iniH 
purposes of permit expiration and renewa 

(5) Each separate place of business or property s 
grooming unit shall be subject to inspection and ermit. 

(6) If there is a change in owners•· tain a permit. 

ision shall be allowed, at any (7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(11) 

reasonable time, to inspect 
all records pe~-• 

II premises where animals are kept, 

a. 

b. 

C. 

Im Bea'ch County Zoning Division or the 

.'0-J,)blishment may legally operate at the 

ion of any complaint concerning any animal 

,s noncompliance with this chapter, an animal control 
e of the establishment being cited, to owners or 

may deny, revoke or suspend any permit if it is determined 

al misstatement or misrepresentation in the permit application or the 
rred in an effort to avoid the requirements of this chapter; 

The permit ffiDJV"_~pplicant/corporation/officer of the corporation has been cited for at least 
two (2) major v~ations or five (5) minor violations, within a five-year period, each resulting in 
the imposition of a fine; 

The permit holder/applicant has outstanding and unsatisfied civil penalties imposed due to a 
violation of this chapter; 

d. The permit holder/applicant or a member of the household if a home-based business has been 
convicted ofL a vielatieR ef law iRvelviRg crnelt'{ to aRimals had adjudication withheld on, or 
plead nolo contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, 

child abuse, or domestic violence: 

Created: 2026-02-24 11:37:45 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2) 

Page 27 o/77 



(12) 

(13) 

e. An animal under the care and responsibility of a permit holder/applicant has been found to be in 
need of immediate veterinary care that, if not treated, would result in suffering, pain or death; 

f. The permit holder/applicant and/or his/her/its employees/agents refuses to allow the inspection 
of the premises or the records required to be maintained by this chapter or by state law; 

g. The permit holder/applicant or a member of the household if a home-based business has had a 
final judgment entered against him/her/it based upon a finding of animal neglect or 
mistreatment pursuant to Florida Statutes§ 828.073 or comparable statute; or 

h. The permit holder/applicant knowingly employs/employed an employee who has been convicted 
ot a vielatieR of law iR•JelviAg cFuel~ ts aAimals had adj.u'.8:feation withheld on, or plead nolo 
contend ere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sex~~ities involving animals, child abuse 

L 

L 

. . . L~ .. or domestic violence or who has had a final JUdgme.tered against him/her based upon a 
finding of animal neglect or mistreatment purs~,ti Statutes§ 828.073 or comparable 
statute. 

viol_gtior:i_s of Ip~ 

:-
~4 

,,~ 

een convicted 
,tive 

nresolved 

d. For a permit that is denied 
by the Board by resolution. 

op or pet dealer that offers for 
pet dealers that offer for sale 

usiness provided they are in 
usiness provided that the 

nts for licensure under this chapter. After 
,ers for sale dogs or cats shall not open additional 

1s a pedigreed cat registered as such with the Cat Fancier Association or 
iation. No permit shall be issued for any commercial cat breeding operation 

unless the cats to b"e1{ir,ecl are pedigreed cats registered as such with the Cat Fancier Association or the 

International Cat Association. 

(le2} No dog or cat shall be rented or leased and no permit shall be issued for such purpose. 

(c) Reseived. 

(d) Appeal process. 

(1) Any person who has been denied a permit or whose permit has been revoked or suspended may 
appeal this action to a Special Master within the ten-day period after the Division originates the 
adverse action. A written notice of appeal and appeal bond must be filed with the Division within ten 
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(10) days of the notice of adverse action. The Board of County Commissioners is hereby authorized to 
establish the amount of the appeal bond by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the 
Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to 
the County. 

(2) The appeal must be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30) calendar days after the owner has 
submitted a notice of appeal. The appeal may be delayed by the Division, the Special Master, or the 
permit applicant or permit holder beyond the thirty (30) calendar days for good cause shown. 

(3) The person receiving the notice of adverse action shall, until final disposition of the appeal, take 
whatever positive measures are necessary to prevent any futui:,~2yiolations of this chapter from 

occurring. 

(4) Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before t 
in section 4-30, Animal Care and Control Special Mas 

(5) The denial, revocation or suspension of the per 

Master shall be governed as provided 

evoked by the Special Master. 

(e) Owner requirements following notice of adverse ag1 

(f) 

(1) 

(3) 

If the notice of adverse action of denial, re '-sued under this section 
'· _by means of is not appealed, the animal establishment sh 

returning to owner, sale, gift, or euthanasia pe 

method, all animals in its poss~~o11Jhat it is not o 
ther humane 
' his chapter, 

within fifteen (15) days after 
adverse action of denial, re 
appeal, the animal - -•- '-" 

owner, sale, gift, or 

animals in its p 
(15) days aft ' 

,f adverse action. If the notice of 

nder this section is upheld on 
·_spose, by means of returning to 

pr other humane method, all 
der this chapter, within fifteen 

Special Master. The permit 
·n with writfe'rfnotification of the disposition and 

ess, and telephone number of each new owner. If the 
,scribed above, the Division shall attempt to notify 

ny anrJiaJs found to be housed or kept in violation of this 

d "",:,/il'½V/47#'> ~ "h. d, dd. eenle %~cztord'a:r;rce wit section 4-12, Re emption an a option. ,.., 
revoked may not reapply for a period of one (1) year. Each 

mpar\1e<l~y a fee to be established by the Board by resolution. 

' . with a g"iltv".'fi"Eiicatie'l,"aiR1al crnelty who has been convicted of, had adjudication 
or plead nolllntendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involvin 

buse, or d6tf'estic violence within the past five (5) years may not ookl apply for a permit 
ment in the County. 

(1) An inspection form sl1a11 be used as a guideline for the inspecting officer and the animal establishment. 

(2) Inspections of animal establishments shall be made without notice, during normal business hours or at 
any reasonable time during daylight hours. All inspections shall be made in the presence of the owner, 
manager or person in charge of the establishment whenever possible. 

(3) The inspecting officer will complete the inspection form by marking unsatisfactory items. Instructions 
and comments will be made at the bottom of the inspection form. 

(4) Whenever deficiencies are noted or the Division receives a complaint from the public, a follow-up 
inspection of the establishment may be initiated by the Division. 
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(5) After the inspection is complete, the owner, manager or person in charge of the animal establishment 
shall sign the inspection form whereupon a copy of the completed form will be given to the owner or 
manager. If the owner or manager is not present, a copy of the form will be mailed to the owner or 
manager and the original copy will be kept by the Division. 

(6) The owner or manager of the animal establishment shall correct or initiate corrections within seven (7) 
days, unless otherwise stated by the inspecting officer. 

(g) Minimum general operational standards. 

(1) Each animal establishment will prominently display a current, valid County animal care and control 
operational permit. 

(2) Each animal establishment which accepts privately owne into its custody, shall report to the 
o this chapter or Florida Statutes Ch. Division, any obvious case of neglect or animal abuse p, 

~ 

828, "Cruelty to Animals." The Division's phone num 
to both employees and customers. 

(3) Each animal establishment shall meet all fir 
zoning regulations. A posted plan and dia 
in a prominent location. Commercial st 
recommendations adhered to 
unless exempt by Florida Fire P 

(4) Each animal establishment sha 
emergency. The name of the est 
be posted and made available to a 

(5) Every owner or 
control. 

nim 
fa fire 

ance with the local fire and 
of fire shall be provided 

-,yitb_all 

he veterinarian's phone number shall 

dequate rodent and insect 

(6) Each animalTfS::Iablishment Sl)a'Jbhave sufficie'fi_jfg'n'ting to peYnilf7routine inspection and cleaning of 
'"9,0 - ->Wit-, 

(8) 

(9) 

the facility, and c;!~J observa~rm of the animjs, Animal areas must be lighted for at least eight (8) 
hours a day, by ei{i\ifjj(;l_atur_ailf!fo12tJficial light,./1:esponding to the natural period of daylight. If only 

must provide full-spectrum illumination. Animal 
bm excessive light. 

, orderly and free of garbage, unused food, 
ept in garbage cans with lids and disposed of daily. 

in subsection (k)). 

,y cleaning regularly throughout the work day. (Commercial stables 

, nfectants shall be stored and used in accordance with the manufacturer's 
d as to content, and shall be stored so as to not come into any contact with 

(10) All equipment, buildings, appurtenances, plumbing, electrical wiring and electrical 
appliances/equipment shall be in good repair and appropriate for intended use. 

(11) Wherever animals are housed or cared for, floors, moldings, walls, shelves and work areas shall be of a 
nonporous material impervious to fecal matter and urine that can be easily swept, wiped, mopped and 
disinfected daily. Carpeting as a flooring or wall covering shall not be used wherever animals are 
housed or maintained. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Division may in writing approve the use of 
alternative materials when the animal establishment provides a written plan for keeping all suriaces in 
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(h) 

the animal enclosure clean and properly disinfected and demonstrates compliance with such plan. 
(Stables refer to requirements in subsection (k)). 

(12) All aisles shall be kept clear to provide safe, free access throughout the animal establishment. 

(13) Animal establishments which fail to obtain licensed veterinary care or show proof of same, for any sick 
or injured animal found in the animal establishment's custody may be charged for violating section 4-
24, Animal care; manner of keeping, of this chapter or Florida Statutes Ch. 828, 11 Cruelty to Animals." 
Proof of adequate, timely, veterinary care must be provided to the inspecting officer upon request. 

(1~) Bselies sf eleael aaimals mast be elispsseel sf aeesreliag ts tlais elaapter aael aay aael all steer applieasle 
County a net State regulatiens, 13elicies am~ laws. 

(±1>14)AII animals in an animal establishment must be given a h 
maintained in accordance with section 4~24, Animal c 

xistence, and shall at all times be 
of keeping. 

(±6ruA commercial breeder's permit number shall be inc. __ _ ,4»,,,, ,,,,w 

sale. 

(;i,;7.16)No person shall maintain unsterilized dog: 
months of age together without first obtai'iii 

Minimum operational standards for kennels., trai,,11,y , 

excess animal habitats {EAH/. ~ 

() dk • I -~%bf" h W✓✓W,N,- lb d d • /h b" 1 Recor eep,ng-Kenne s, trainrn · ::estci . .JS men ts comrng,;,Qa ree ers an excess ammo a ,tats. 

a. 

b. 

d. 

records on all animals curren 

excess animal habitats shall keep 
nd/or being trained. These records 

shall be m 

®, 

Certifi 
Such re 

to rabies vaccination, all other 
red. In addition, kennels shall be 

elephone number, proof of owner's 
ber of owner's veterinarian. Excess animal habitats 
~ nimal was obtained. The above information shall 

tained froITTifie owner or his designee, for each animal and shall 
anima'lls,iecord so that emergency treatment can be given if the animal 
'- or is i;--_&:while in the care and custody of the kennel. • all comply with section 4-25, Dogs and cats offered for sale; health 

maintain a separate file for each dog and cat containing all Official 
Inspection's (OCVI) and medical records for each individual dog and cat. 

ept on file at all times on the premises and available to the inspecting 
officer upon-,~,f. Such records shall be maintained for a period of two (2) years after an 

animal is sold o~herwise disposed of. 

e. All dogs housed at a kennel or training establishment for training purposes shall have a training 
contract. The training contract shall state that the dog is housed specifically for training. The dog 
shall be housed in an enclosure appropriate for its breed and size to stand holding tail fully erect 
or sit erect, walk several steps, lie down iA a esmfertasle asrmal pssitieA at full body length. 
stretch out and turn aa..... around freely. The contract shall include notice that the dog will be 
interacting with other pets in training classes. The contract shall be signed by the dog's owner. 
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f. Commercial breeders shall maintain records of each litter of puppies and kittens born. Such 
records shall include the date of birth, number of puppies or kittens in the litter, and license tag 
number of the parents. 

g. On a monthly basis, commercial breeders shall provide the Division with the name, address, and 
telephone number of the new owner of any puppy or kitten placed or a notice that no animal 
was sold during the month. 

(2) Animal housing requirements-Kennels. training establishments and excess animal habitats. 

a. 

b. 

For kennels and training establishments, dogs must be separated by a wall at least four (4) feet 
high or one (1) foot higher than the top of each dog's he.,excluding the ears), when the dog is 
standing on all four (4) feet. Notwithstanding the fore6'fhe Division may in writing approve a 
plan to separate the dogs without walls. 

Animals shall be confined and not allowed to 
with the written approval of the owner oft 

c. Animals housed in kennels shall be se 

d. 

1. Dogs from cats. 

2. 

3. Nursing mothers _,Li 

4. 

By special re 
be boa 

2. 

rom the same household may 
• -,. ' ring supervised play 

ation where they cannot directly or indirectly come 
lie. 

must be followed when caring for any animal 

stablishments boarding dogs over night shall comply with the 

regarding all dogs maintained at their kennel for longer than three (3) 

·eJed for longer than three (3) months, the kennel operator shall arrange 
·aI behaviorist or trainer to visit the dog once every three (3) months for the 

aluation, therapeutic or obedience training. 

3. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3) months, the kennel operator shall have a 
veterinarian examine the dog prior to the fourth month of confinement and every ninety 
(90) days thereafter. Dogs not maintained on a heartworm preventative program shall be 
given an occult heartworm test and started on preventative or treated for same. 

4. Each day a minimum of sixty (60) minutes of play, interaction, grooming and/or training 
shall be provided to each dog. 

(3) Physical facility requirements-Kennels, training establishments, commercial breeders, pet dealers and 
excess animal habitats. 
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a. Floors and walls of all animal enclosures shall be made of nonporous material impervious to fecal 
matter and urine that can be easily disinfected. The floors shall slope toward the drains or 
troughs. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Division may in writing approve the use of 
alternative materials when the animal establishment provides a written plan for keeping all 
surfaces in the animal enclosure clean and properly disinfected and demonstrates compliance 
with such plan. 

b. The premise shall have drainage and plumbing adequate to handle the heavy load of daily 
cleaning. 

c. Indoor/outdoor housing facilities. Indoor and outdoor housing facilities shall be maintained in 
,$';%,,,_ 

accordance with section 4-24, Animal care; manner of 

d. Animal enclosures. 

1. General requirements. 

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2) 

A. 

B. Animal enclosures 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

, 

e:x:rreme temperatures and weather 
le or hazardous to the dogs and cats; 

ts with easy and convenient access to clean food 

all surfaces in contract with the dogs and cats to be readily 
nd disinfected; and • Have /loafs which are constructed in a manner that protects the dogs' 

nd cats' appendages from injury and that will not allow the dogs' and 
ats' appendages to pass through any openings in the floor. 

Provide a separation or distance between living space and toileting space. 

rline type containers normally used for shipping and transporting animals 
shall not be used to ~ermaaea,ly house animals for more than 1 hour, except 
under the guidance or a veterinarian for medical treatment. 

D. Space requirements for dogs: 

i. Indoor/outdoor enclosures for extra:large dogs over seventy-five (75) 
pounds shall be at least thirty-two (32) square feet, per dog. 

ii. Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for large dogs fifty-one (51) pounds to 
seventy-five (75) pounds shall be at least twenty-four (24) square feet, 
per dog. 
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iii. Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for medium dogs thirty-six (36) to fifty 
(50) pounds shall be at least twenty (20) square feet, per dog. 

iv. Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for small dogs twenty-one (21) to thirty­
five (35) pounds shall be at least twelve (12) square feet, per dog. 

v. Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for dogs eleven (11) to twenty (20) 
pounds shall be at least eight (8) square feet, per dog. 

vi. Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for dogs ten (10) pounds and under shall 
be at least six (6) square feet, per dog. 

vii. The interior height of an indoo 
one (1) foot higher than the_ 

or dog enclosure must be at least 
point of the body (normally the ears) 

of the dog in the enclosu_,, 

E. Space requirements for ca 

i. 

(a) 

feet, 13er Eat A minimum of 18 square 

me ow~!:f•imal enclosure must be compatible 

may not be housed in the same animal enclosure 
males unless an appropriate breeding permit has 

sunder four (4) months of age may not be housed in the 
animal enclosure with adult cats other than their mother. 

Cats with a vicious or aggressive disposition must be housed 
separately. 

(a) In all animal enclosures, a receptacle containing sufficient clean 
litter must be provided to contain excreta and body wastes. 

(b) Litter pans shall be cleaned and changed daily or more often when 
necessary. 

iv. Resting surfaces (perches). 

(a) Each animal enclosure housing cats shall contain a solid resting 

surface or surfaces that, in the aggregate, are large enough to hold 
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(i) 

all the occupants of the animal enclosure at the same time 
comfortably. 

(b) The resting surfaces must be elevated, impervious to moisture and 
able to be easily disinfected, or easily replaced when soiled or 
worn. 

(c) The resting surfaces shall not be considered part of the minimum 
floor space. 

(4) Food and water requirements: Dogs and cats-Kennels, commercial breeders, pet dealers and excess 
animal habitats. 

a. 

b. 

Food shall be stored in rodent, pest and moisture p 
clearly and properly labeled as to contents. 

Fresh water shall be available to all animals 
such a manner that animals cannot turn 

ainers with lids. Containers shall be 

II be maintained in a container in 

c. Food and water shall be fresh, apprq, 

(5) Cleaning procedures for kennels, training esraow,nmem.s, 
animal habitats. 'Wff/✓,,///A 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

All aflimal f!gg enclosure 
daily. Cat enclosures sho 
the enclosure-' 

l·?,:Jnfected and dried 

out the day and such waste shall be 

ensure that fumes from excreta and urine do not 

~de soles. lt sha 
anveg;;0r cat on any r 

. . {J'.,, 

dvertise, display for commercial purposes, attempt to sell or sell 
right-of-way. 

M1mmum ope.wnal standan 

' (1) General reqtJticents for; 
means a dog t•" • 

hops and pet dealers. For the purpose of this section, the word dog 
he word cat means a cat of any age. 

a. at transported into the County from outside of the State of Florida for sale, the 
tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required by this chapter must be administered by or under the 
direction of a veterinarian, licensed by the state of origin and accredited by the United States 
Department of Agriculture, who issues the Official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (OCVI). The 
tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics must be administered no more than thirty (30) days and no less 
than fourteen (14) days before the dog or cat's entry into the State of Florida. An OCVI certifying 
compliance with this chapter must accompany each dog and cat transported into the State of 
Florida for sale. 

b. Each OCVI shall contain records for only one (1) dog or cat. 

Created: 2026-02-24 11: 37: 45 [ EST] 

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2) 

Page 35 of 77 



c. No dog or cat imported into the State of Florida for sale shall be offered for sale without an OCVI 
issued by a veterinarian licensed in the state of origin. 

d. The following tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics must be administered to each dog before the 
dog is offered for sale in the County, unless a licensed, accredited veterinarian certifies on the 
OCVI that to inoculate or deworm the dog is not in the best medical interest of the dog, in which 
case the vaccine or anthelmintic may not be administered to that particular dog: 

Canine distemper. 

Leptospirosis. 

1. 

2. 

3. Bordetella (by intranasal or other licensed mucosa.ealatioA or by as alternative metaos 
• ·-- -L· - • .,, -' - - -- - -' - - - - - - - - '-- d_ - -~g veteFiAarian an8 note8 en t!:ie 

4. Parainfluenza. 

5. HepatitisK£nine Adenovirus 

6. Canine parvovirus. 

7. Rabies, provided the dog is 
administered by a licensed 

8. Roundworms. 

9. Hookworms. 

If the dog is under four (4) mo 
chapter m 
If the do 
thisc~ 

hs 
inis 

w1th1n·•1J, C r-a 

s ~tate enEe 13e1:ere sale}. 

and anthelmintics required by this 
before sale within the County. 

anthelmintics required by 
~~uI:;; uf age, but no more than one (1) 

.ics must be administered to each cat before the cat 
_nsed, accredited veterinarian certifies on the OCVI 

,;c}#e best medical interest of the cat, in which case 

,inistered to that particular cat: 

4. over three (3) months of age and the inoculation is administered by a 

5. 

6. Roundworms. 

If the cat is under four (4) months of age, the tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required by this 
section must be administered no more than twenty-one (21) days before sale within the State. If 
the cat is four (4) months of age or older, the tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required by this 
section must be administered at or after three (3) months of age, but no more than one (1) year 
before sale within the State. 

f. Every dog and cat offered for sale by a pet shop or pet dealer must be accompanied by a current 
OCVI (paper or electronic) at all times while being offered for sale within the County. The 
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examining veterinarian must retain one (1) copy of the OCVI on file for at least one (1) year after 
the date of examination. 

g. Each dog and cat in the possession of a pet shop or pet dealer shall be examined by a 

h. 

veterinarian licensed to practice in Florida no more than thirty (30) days before the sale within 
the County. The examination must include, but not be limited to, an evaluation for possible 
congenital defects and contagious diseases and a fecal test to determine if the dog or cat is free 
of internal parasites, including hookworms, roundworms, tapeworms, and whipworms. lf the 
examination warrants, the dog or cat must be treated with a specific anthelmintic. In the absence 
of a definitive parasitic diagnosis, each dog or cat must be given a broad spectrum anthelmintic. 
At the conclusion of the examination, the veterinarian ~,>omplete an OCVI including all 
medical findings, which shall remain current for a P';Jj'°.hirty (30) days. Each dog and cat in 
the possession of a pet shop or pet dealer shall b)"..,ined by a veterinarian every thirty (30) 
days and the pet shop or pet dealer shall ensu·~j£_nt OCVI is completed by the 
examining veterinarian. 

Each dog over six (6) months of age mu 
being offered for sale and the result 

n for heartworms before 
>- OCVI. 

i. Each cat must be tested by a veterina 
the results of the tests must be listed on 

j. 

k. 

I. 

m. 

Each dog and cat obtain~ 
examined by a veterinari 
shop or pet dealer obtains 

~ urpose ot sa:l~shall be 
iness days of the day the pet 

No pets ;-.,,__sport, or arrange for the 

"'<!jtf age. 

States in violation of 7 U.S.C. 2148, 

all be unlawful for any pet shop or pet dealer to 
@Y, transfer or sell any dog or cat from any source 

·JUnited States Department of Agriculture pursuant 
sion of law as of the date such pet shop or pet dealer 
ealers shall only obtain dogs and cats from: 

class A license issued by the United States Department of 
.C. § 2131 et seq. and regulations promulgated thereunder. 

n active class B license issued by the United States Department of 
nt to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq. and regulations promulgated thereunder, 

icense holder is not the breeder, obtained the dog or cat from a breeder 
y the United State Department of Agriculture. 

3. A transpciffer holding an active license as a carrier or intermediate handler issued by the 
United States Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq. and 
regulations promulgated thereunder and who obtained the dog or cat from a breeder who 
is licensed by the USDA. 

~ A humane society, private nonprofit animal organization or animal rescue organization. 

n. It shall be unlawful for any pet shop or pet dealer to obtain a dog or cat from any source, 
including but not limited to a breeder or dealer, if the source or, an owner, operator or employee 
of the source: 
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0. 

1. Has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere to a crime 
of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or domestic 
violence le aAiFAals under any Federal, State or local law. 

2. Has had a final judgment entered against it/him/her based upon a finding of animal neglect 
or mistreatment pursuant to Florida Statutes§ 828.073 or comparable statute. 

3. Has been permanently enjoined from breeding, selling, handling, transporting or dealing in 
dogs or cats by any court. 

4. Whose license/permit issued by any local government, State, or Federal government to 
breed, sell, handle, transport or otherwise deal in JJ;,{g,,tor cats is suspended or revoked. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

That has received a finally determined citatio 
indicated on any United States Departmen 
during the prior three (3) years. 

Department of Agriculture inspe, 
9 CFR § 2.126, unless a subse 

11 direct11 noncompliance violation as 
lture inspection report at any time 

.a.ls or records as required by 
_d at which no direct or 

ltations for 
~" 0,!26 at any time 

8. That has receive 
the prior three 

.~. . • -~- ·•~ 9. ThaJ111ilS!JJ,g.gi;yed a finally di,J;:e,rm1neds.~lai!S~IJ,g des,s Zcfr,~er pursuant to 7 U.5.C. § 2149 at 

y the examining veterinarian who is licensed by the 
' ed States Department of Agriculture and must 

lor, EAID number, if •~~licaele, and health record of 

µ,~a, names and addresses of the person or business from whom 
obtained, the consignor or seller, the consignee or purchaser, and the 

4. Fo/!f€/i'sh dogf@',at, list all tests performed, the results of all tests performed, all vaccines 
,g medications administered, including the manufacturer, vaccine, type, lot 

,,,wlration date, and the dates of administration thereof. 

5. State that the examining veterinarian warrants that, to the best of his or her knowledge, 
the dog or cat has no sign of contagious or infectious diseases and has no evidence of 
internal or external parasites, iRel1;:1EliRg eeeciEliesis a REI ear mites, trnt ei(d1;:1EliRg fleas a REI 
00<5. 

6. State whether the examining veterinarian has detected any physical abnormalities or 
congenital defects in the dog or cat including but not limited to a heart murmur, an 
umbilical hernia, entropian, an inguinal hernia, patellar luxation and cryptorchidism. 

7. Be completed in a legible manner. 
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An OCVI that does not meet the above-cited requirements shall not comply with this chapter. 
The pet shop or pet dealer shall ensure that the OCVI is properly completed with all relevant 
information. 

p. It shall be a violation of this chapter to falsify any information provided in any OCVI. 

q. All dogs and cats offered for sale and copies of OCVl's held by a pet shop, pet dealer or 
veterinarian are subject to inspection by any agent of the Division, the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services, any agent of the United States Department of Agriculture, any law 
enforcement officer, or any agent appointed under Florida Statutes§ 828.03. 

r. All dogs and cats offered for sale by a pet shop or pet de hall be implanted with an electronic 
animal identification device (EAID). 

(2) Records. 

a. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall ma 
offered for sale for a period of not les 

1. The name, address, USDA lice 
of every breeder, dealer, inter 
handled the dog or cat. 

en records on each dog and cat 
position of each dog and cat: 

-~ 1#11: --~-. 
2. The date the dog or,,§lt was born and Hj~.,<,!;lt?Atl:i.?JPet shop or pet dea.hrece,ved the dog 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

or cat. 

The breed, sex, 
mixed, the reco 

names and registration 

'dog or cat up to the point of sale. 

mentor medication provided to or recommended 

S£wld any medical diagnosis made by a veterinarian 
Im/, f I If h. f • • • d" p~t o sa e. sue m ormat1on 1s containe in an 

,,,.ot, the pet shop or pet dealer shall obtain a copy of 

knoWnf.ase, illness, or congenital or hereditary condition that adversely 
th of the~or cat at the time of sale or is likely to adversely affect the 

1·.or cat in the future. 

b. For ,i''f5'.i\'"!i9_d of two €gi~years from the disposition of each dog and cat, the pet shop or pet dealer 
pecifying the date and nature of disposition of each dog and cat and the 

one number of the purchaser and owner (if different than the purchaser) 

c. By the fifteenth day of the month, each pet shop and pet dealer shall provide the Division with 
the following records for each dog and cat sold, disposed of or that died during the previous 
month: 

1. A copy of each OCVI that has been completed for such dog or cat; 

2. The name, physical address (no P.O. boxes), USDA license number and state and local 
license number, if applicable, of every breeder, dealer, intermediate handler and carrier 
that has owned, possessed or handled the dog or cat. 
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3. The date each dog and cat was obtained; 

4. The date each dog and cat was sold, died, or was otherwise disposed of by the pet shop or 
pet dealer; and 

5. The name, physical address (no P.O. boxes), and telephone number of the purchaser and 
owner (if different from the purchaser) of each dog and cat sold during that month, 
including the EAID number, breed, color, sex, and age of each dog and cat. 

d. If any dog or cat dies while in the possession of a pet shop or pet dealer, the pet shop or pet 
dealer shall maintain a record of the date of death and known or suspected cause of death. Any 
dog or cat that dies while being treated by a veterinari-person at the request of the pet shop 
or pet dealer shall be considered in the possession o~t· shop or pet dealer at the time of 
death. The veterinarian shall specify the date of ilJld~n or suspected cause of death on the 
dog or cat's OCVI. Within fifteen (15) days follo.,,ath of a dog or cat, the pet shop or pet 
dealer shall provide the Division with records reWcting thl/l'ate and cause of the dog or cat's 

.A~'//ff •✓~- • 

death. The pet shop or pet dealer shall mam.tam a copy of suci;®,ecord for a period of two (2) 
ff/4//Yd?W .-~,.w,. 

years from the date of the dog or cat' 

e. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall m 
and shall make such records available t 

f. The failure to maintain co 
/ 

constitute a separate vid 
chapter shall 

(3) Notices and disclosures to purch 

a. 

C. 

Each pet shop and pet 

exa 
appl 
or 

e identifying the breed, sex, 

teifharian during the most recent 
nd state and local license number, if 

carrier that has owned, possessed 

uously in close proximity to the cages or 
sale a notice in at least fifty-point type containing 

_urchasing a dog or cat you may request information concerning 
istory, and the source from which the dog or cat was obtained. 

your request71Je pet sh0ffgr pet dealer is required to show you these records before you 
RI, . 

e a dog or c■"nd to give you a copy of these records when you purchase a dog or cat." 

,f sale.,'f/J.1 pet shop and pet dealer shall provide the purchaser with a written 
1/JJM . 

,P.!l.:gt?'or greater type stating: 
11,7 

Pursuant to tl'i"e;i~m Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance, every owner of a dog or 
cat is required to obtain a license tag for each dog and cat from the Palm Beach County Division 
of Animal Care and Control (11 Division") or an authorized veterinarian. The license tag must be 
renewed every year, and proof of an up to date rabies vaccination is required to obtain or renew 
a license tag. 

The Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners has determined that the unintended or 
uncontrolled breeding of dogs and cats leads to pet overpopulation at great expense to the 
community and that every feasible means of reducing the number of unwanted dogs and cats 
should be encouraged. The Board of County Commissioners has also determined that spaying 
and neutering every dog and cat is one of the best ways to must be spayed or neutered by the 
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d. 

time the dog is six (6) months old and every cat must be spayed or neutered by the time the cat 
is four (4) months old, unless certain exceptions apply. 

Every owner must obtain an annual unaltered license tag from the Division or a veterinarian for 
each dog over the age of six (6) months and every cat over the age of four (4) months that is not 
spayed or neutered. A dog or cat with an unaltered license tag cannot be bred unless an 
appropriate breeding permit is first obtained from the Division. 

No person shall breed any dog or cat in Palm Beach County without first obtaining a breeding 
permit. 

Contact the Division at (561) 233-1200 or www.pbcgov.cjjpublicsafety/animalcare/ with 
questions about regulations pertaining to your new #t-

The Division shall have the authority to establish~ative written disclosure form that 
includes the essential elements of the written :J 

At the time of sale, each pet shop and pe 
cat a written disclosure(s) containing 
through 7. The pet shop and pet dea( 
containing all of the information requl 
purchaser of each dog or cat for review 
dealer shall maintain a copy,,pf the above-d 
from the date of sale of 
upon request. 

urchaser of each dog and 
ction 4-23(i)(2)a.l. 

written disclosures 
-~ 

)a.1. throl!f{lt\il-, to the prospective 
~~ 

upon reque~~e pet shop or pet 
sures for a perl;f two (2) years 

copies availabl8'° the Division 

(4) Warranties for dogs and cats. 

a. 

b. 

1. 

1. 

_,.,dll be considered unfit for • 
"-sale of a ilhwar cat by a pet shop or pet dealer a 

choosing certifies that, at the time of the sale, the 
p illness or disease, the presence of symptoms of a 

resence of internal or external parasites, excluding 

JJowing the safe of a dog or cat, a licensed veterinarian of the 
ifies such dog or cat to be unfit for purchase due to a congenital 

,dversely affects the health of the dog or cat. 

r following the sale of a dog or cat, the breed, sex, or health of such dog 
ave been misrepresented to the purchaser. 

;:,r purchase for any of the above-cited reasons, the pet shop or pet dealer 
'laser the right to choose one (1) of the following options: 

return the dog or cat and receive a refund of the purchase price, including the 
sales" tax, and reimbursement for reasonable veterinary costs directly related to the 
veterinarian's examination and certification that the dog or cat is unfit for purchase 
pursuant to this chapter and directly related to necessary emergency services and 

treatment undertaken to relieve suffering; 

2. The right to return the dog or cat and receive an exchange dog or cat of the purchaser's 
choice of equivalent value, and reimbursement for reasonable veterinary costs directly 
related to the veterinarian's examination and certification that the dog or cat is unfit for 
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C. 

d. 

e. 

h. 

i. 

purchase pursuant to this section and directly related to necessary emergency services and 
treatment undertaken to relieve suffering; or 

3. The right to retain the dog or cat and receive reimbursement for reasonable veterinary 
costs for necessary services and treatment related to the attempt to cure or curing of the 
dog or cat. 

Reimbursement for veterinary costs may not exceed the purchase price of the dog or cat. The 
cost of veterinary services is reasonable if comparable to the cost of similar services rendered by 
other licensed veterinarians in proximity to the treating veterinarian and the services rendered 
are appropriate for the certification by the veterinarian. 

The refund or exchange required by this chapter shal 
later than ten (10) business days following receipt, 
in this chapter. The purchaser must notify the 

'ae by the pet shop or pet dealer not 
ed veterinary certification as required 
11£:t dealer within a reasonable time 

after the veterinarian's determination that the nd must provide the pet shop or 
##A. 

pet dealer with a copy of the written ce 

A dog or cat may not be determined.-,.JPfOr sale on account ofa'Q~ry sustained or illness 
contracted after the purchaser takeS'P,lression of the dog or cat. A.ferinary finding of 
. . . ... ,f . ✓.,.f 
intestinal or external parasites Is not groq~~- or decla~,2! __ a dog or cat'~fl!,!l. or sale unless the 
dog or cat is clinically ill because o 

If a pet shop or pet de 
exchange made by a pu 
purchaser to produce t 
by a licensed veterinarian 

:hn:pt~,.,.~P~\~ 
( ) /4{/Y/4@/;f p "%~ 

fsho • 

r la 

or veterinary expense'?; refund, or 
et shop or pet dealer may require the 

pan time and place for examination 
,t shop o7ft:~ealer. Upon such examination, if 

ble to ~1' an agreement that constitutes 
-~ 

10) 11lsiness days following 
rinarian, the purchaser may initiate 

. .:~mpt to require a purchaser to sign a contract or 
•• ea,by this chapter. Any contract or agreement in 

")its provided under this chapter shall be null and void 

·_mit the rights or remedies that are otherwise available to a 

aler shall provide the purchaser of a dog or cat at the time of sale with 
d by Florida Statutes § 828.29(12), which shall be provided in twelve-

,,,. dealer shall require the purchaser of a dog or cat to use the pet shop's 
veterinarian in order to receive a refund or exchange required by this chapter. 

j. If a purchaser requests a refund or requests to return or exchange a dog or cat pursuant to this 
chapter, each pet shop and pet dealer shall maintain all records related to the purchaser's 
request for a period of two (2) years from receipt of such records and shall deliver a copy of the 
purchaser's request to the Division within seven (7) days of receipt. 

(5) Animal housing requirements-Pet shops and pet dealers. All animal housing shall comply with the 
Association of Shelter Veterinarians "Guidelines for Standards of Care in Animal Shelters", as amended, 
and the following: 
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a. Animals having a known or suspected communicable animal-to-human or animal-to-animal 

disease shall be maintained in individual cages in an isolated location where they cannot directly 
or indirectly come into contact with other animals or the public. 

b. Animals with diseases that can be airborne must be isolated in an area with independent 
ventilation. 

c. Any animal that cannot stand on its own or that has a life threatening disease must be 
hospitalized, housed under the direct care of a veterinary hospital/clinic or humanely euthanized. 

d. State and County health regulations must be followed when caring for any animal harboring an 
animal-to-human disease. 

(6) Animal care-Pet shops and pet dealers. 

(7) 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

c. 

Each animal shall be examined daily for signs o 
shall be reported to the owner or manager o,f 
shall be immediately isolated from other 
cage shall be removed and disinfected 
enclosures, trays and feeding equip 

Failure to obtain adequate, timel 
animal found in the cust 
Florida Statutes Ch. 82 
be provided to the Divisi6i 

by a veterin--'--- ___ ,L,_, 

'=t1iury. Any suspected illness or injury 

:-ot immediately. Any sick animal 
erial and feces in a sick animal's 

lding crates, cages or animal 

.disinfected immediately . 

te_ rinarian fO"~J:Y:0diseased or injured 
", <P-
o violation of trt,,lbapter and/or 

. -~-
uate and timely v'~Jermary care must 

us or infectious disease shall be seen 
"one (1) other time prior to being sold 

to certi 

All ani 
roden 
anim 

, E> ... 1<pus'°~amsters, guinea pigs, all other ,,.,. 
'r pursuant t0;,g"eneral guidelines and accepted 

1. 

2. 

imal enclosures and shall not be permitted to be 

l;hall be constructed in such a way that they can be maintained in 
ry mari'T:t.11 cages and animal enclosures shall be made of non-porous 
::i fecal matrer and urine, which can be easily disinfected. 

cilities for animals must be sufficiently heated and cooled when necessary 
nimals from cold and hot temperatures and to provide for their health, 

well-being. 

When animals are present, the ambient temperature in the facility must not fall below fifty 
(50) degrees F (ten (10) degrees C) for animals not acclimated to lower temperatures. Such 
animals would include short-haired breeds, sick, aged, young, infirm dogs and cats, and 
small domestic animals. 

3. The ambient temperature must not fall below fifty (SO) degrees F (ten (10) degrees C) or 
must not rise above eighty-five (85) degrees F (thirty-five (35) degrees C) at any time. 

d. Ventilation. 
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1. Indoor housing facilities for animals must be sufficiently ventilated at all times when 
animals are present to provide for their health, comfort and well-being, and to minimize 
odors, drafts, ammonia levels and moisture condensation. 

2. Air, preferably fresh air, must be provided through windows, vents, fans (exterior) or air­
conditioning. 

3. Auxiliary ventilation or air-conditioning must be provided when the ambient temperature is 
eighty-five (85) degrees F (thirty (30) degrees C) or higher. 

e. Cages/animal enclosures. 

1. Animal enclosures must be designed and constru. 
structurally sound. Animal enclosures must b 

f suitable materials so they are 

2. Animal enclosures must be constructed a. 

3. 

A. Have no sharp points or 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 
slatted construction, will not 
any openings in the floor. 

size for an a"/iimal enclosure for a dog ten (10) 
three and one half (3.5) square feet . 

'.ze for an animal enclosure for a dog from eleven 
. ;kall be six (6) square feet. 

'm size for an animal enclosure for a dog from twenty­
irty-five (35) pounds shall be eight (8) square feet. 

uidelinTffJr: minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog from thirty-six 
fifty (50) pounds shall be twenty (20) square feet. 

ideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog over fifty (50) 
s shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

fli'e interior height of each animal enclosure for a dog must be at least six (6) 
inches higher than the highest point of the body (normally the ears) of the dog 
in the enclosure when it is in a normal standing position. 

G. All dogs over thirty-five (35) pounds shall be required to be exercised on a leash 
three (3) times per day for a minimum of ten (10) minutes per exercise period. 

4. Space and other requirements for cats. 

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2) 

A. Each cat that is housed in any animal enclosure must be provided minimum 
vertical space a,nd floor space as follows: 
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(9) 

c. 

a. 

i. Each animal enclosure housing cats must be at least twenty-two (22) 
inches in interior height. 

ii. Cats up to and including nine (9) pounds must be provided with at least 
three (3) square feet. 

iii. Cats over nine (9) pounds must be provided with at least four (4) square 
feet. 

B. Compatibility. 

C. 

D. 

i. All cats housed in the same anim~~pclosure must be compatible, as 
determined by observation. 

ii. 

Litter. 

i. 

ii. 

i. 

may not be housed in the same 

ufficient clean litter must be 

ts should contain a solid resting surface 
are large enough to hold all the 

J the same time comfortably. 

pervious to moisture and able 
asily replaced when soiled or 

sture proof containers with lids. Containers shall be 
~5ly labl~;as to conten1:'S . • •• ·•-- -ilabl~~ animals at _all times and shall be maintained in a container in 

als cann~ turn container over. 

fresh, appropriate and free from contamination. 

·water dependent species) shall not be directly exposed to water or 
disinfectant anCFS'hall be removed from animal enclosures during cleaning procedures. Water 
dependent species shall not be directly exposed to disinfectant and shall be removed from tanks 
during cleaning procedures. 

b. The entire cage of each dog afl<l-€at including top, sides, floor, grate, wall and door shall be 
cleaned with soap and disinfected, rinsed and dried daily. Cat cages should be spot cleaned daily 
with a deep disinfection once the cat leaves the enclosure. 

c. Drains and walkways adjacent to all cages and animal enclosures shall be cleaned with soap and 
disinfected daily. 
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U) 

d. Runs and cages shall be spot cleaned as necessary to remove animal excrement throughout the 

day. 

e. Food dishes and water bowls/containers shall be cleaned and disinfected daily. 

f. Appropriate cleaning procedures shall be used to ensure that fumes from excreta and urine do 
not adversely affect the lungs of animals or humans. 

(10) Exemption for humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations animal rescue organizations 
and shelters. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

nimal organization, animal rescue 
purpose of making animals 

of subsections (i)(1)(2)(3) and (4) with 

A pet shop that allows a humane society, private nonprofi 
organization or shelter to use the pet shop's premises 
available for adoption shall be exempt from the prq 
respect to such animals, provided the pet shop q 1ve an ownership interest in such 

.ddition, the pet shop shall post animals and the provisions of section 4-26 are" 
conspicuously on the cage or enclosure of 
in twelve-point or greater type identifyin 
organization, animal rescue organiza_ti 
the breed, the sex, the age, the rele 
dog or cat must be sterilized prior to a 

animal rescue organizatiB 
pet shop. With regard to 
organization, animal r 
shop, the pet sh 
In addit' 

g and c~lJ;!:;Jed for adoption a written notice 
ate nonprofit animal 

or cat may be adopted, 
,g or cat and that the 

rganization, 
''@/ 

g those animals out through the 
ane society, private nonprofit animal 

urpose of adoption through the pet 
section 4-26(a)(2)-(10) and (d). 

enclosure of each dog and cat 
lf 

"type identifying the humane 
rganization or shelter from which 

elevant information known about 
ized prior to adoption. 

'_le grooming units shall maintain a record of all animals currently on 

must be obtained from the owner of each animal so that 
n be given if an animal shows signs of illness or is injured while in the 
rooming parlor/unit. 

rs medical release form shall include, but not be limited to: the owner's 
'rgency telephone number, owner's veterinarian and veterinarian's telephone 

mation shall be provided to the inspecting officer upon request. 

(2) Physical facility requirements-Groomers. 

a. All animals shall be contained in appropriate animal enclosures and shall not be permitted to be 
at large in the facility. 

b. All cages and animal enclosures shall be constructed in such a way that they can be maintained in 
a clean, dry and sanitary manner. All cages and animal enclosures shall be made of non-porous 
material, impervious to fecal matter and urine, which can be easily disinfected. 

c. Heating, cooling and temperature. 
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d. 

1. Indoor facilities for dogs and cats must be sufficiently heated and cooled when necessary 
to protect the dogs and cats from cold and hot temperatures and to provide for their 
health, comfort and well-being. 

2. When dogs and cats are present, the ambient temperature in the facility must not fall 
below fifty (50) degrees F (ten (10) degrees C) for dogs and cats not acclimated to lower 
temperatures and for those breeds that cannot tolerate lower temperatures without stress 
or discomfort (such as short-haired breeds). 

3. The ambient temperature must not fall below fifty (SO) degrees F (ten (10) degrees CJ and 

Ventil:i::.not nse above eighty-five (85) degrees .F (~130) degrees C) at.any time. 

1. Indoor fac1ht1es for dogs and cats must bes .~JIY,Vent1lated at all times when dogs and 
cats are present to provide for their healtjflr~'T-nd well-being, and to minimize odors, 

''-o/b";;::?:1/ '%/4WA 

drafts, ammonia levels and moistureA/QJJd 

2. Air, preferably fresh air, must b 

3. 

4. 

conditioning. 

Auxiliary ventilation or air-c, 
eighty-five (85) degrees F (t 

,,A,,,;,.. 
Proper ventilation 

lungs of the anim 
'aversely affect the 

e. Cages/animal enclosures. 

1. 

2. 

,-·-structed'ifafksuitable materials so they are 

~ --·•~in e ff in good repair. 

and mamta1ifed so that they: 

es that could injure dogs and cats; 

1jury; 

IJ 
Jhfr°ized individuals from accessing the enclosure; 

:sand cats with easy and convenient access to clean water as 

es in contact with dogs and cats to be readily cleaned and 

ors which are constructed in a manner that protects the dogs' and cats' 
ages from injury, and that if of mesh or slatted construction, will not 

he dogs' and cats' appendages to pass through any openings in the floor. 

3. Animal enclosures for dogs and cats which are housed for less than twelve (12) hours must 
provide sufficient space for each dog and cat, appropriate to its species, breed and size to 
stand erect, lie down in a comfortable, normal position, stretch out, and to turn about 
freely. 

4. In order to house animals for more than twelve (12) hours, a kennel permit must be 
obtained from the Division. 

(3) Animal care-Groomers. 
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(k) 

a. Each cage and animal enclosure including top, sides, floor, grate and door shall be cleaned with 
soap and disinfected, rinsed and dried after each animal occupant. 

b. Clippers, combs, brushes and any other equipment shall be disinfected after each animal 
grooming. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

Clean, separate drying towels shall be used for each individual animal groomed. 

Every grooming facility must use tel'i4 warm water for the purpose of washing dogs and cats. 
Cold water is not acceptable. 

Grooming bathtubs shall be cleaned with soap and disinfected and rinsed after each animal 
grooming. Grooming bathtubs shall be maintained f#ld and mildew. 

Clippers, dryers, combs, brushes and any other grdi)~uipment shall be maintained in good 
repair so that they are appropriate for the inten~.«--ilse per the manufacturers' or suppliers' 
. . «//#/##/ "@//P/£ 

mstruct,ons. 0% 

• I h • k d A · bl • fw=•••·· d' h II b d No anima avmg a nown or suspecteg,;,00t,'"·'' uni ca e or in ect1aus 1sease, s a e accepte 
• • ,,,.. •,~,Nk. 

for grooming care by a grooming bus,m;ess-%7 

h. No animal is to be housed overnight a ming pa_rlor/unit 
permitted as a kennel. 

Minimum operational standards for 
pre-empted by State Law. 

~ andards sha 

(1) 

(2) 

a. ese files shall be maintained on 
• de but not be limited to 

y, owner's name, address, 
n, and name and telephone number 

,,ed from<f.owner or his designee, for each animal and shall 
t.rgency treatment may be given if the animal 

are and custody of the commercial stable. 

• A copy of a c~~l (witnf'I; previous twelve (12) months) negative Coggins test (equine 
.infectious aneml):lshall be ol:\icord for each equine (except nursing foals) boarded or kept at a 

a,,. . ·•·· , -~ . . ---merc,al stable1taequ,ne sij~I be accepted for board unless a current (within the past 
(12) months)4n,~gative Coggins test record is produced by the owner. 

d. shall be jfa"' available to the inspecting officer upon request. 
.• , 

,,,~J..Juireme. -;t,s-Commerc,al stables . 

a. Barn. 

1. All barns shall be well ventilated so as to have free flow of air or forced ventilation. 

2. All feed and tack rooms shall be kept clean and orderly, clear of litter and refuse. Aisles 
shall be kept clear to provide free exit of stabled animals. 

3. All barns or structures shall be in good repair with no water leaks. The floor of all stalls shall 
be free of standing water. There shall be sufficient drainage on the property to prevent 
accumulation of persistent standing water in paddock areas. 
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(3) 

4. Manure which has been removed from stalls and paddocks shall be maintained at least 
seventy-five (75) feet from the nearest animal stall. Manure shall be situated so as to 
assure that there shall be no run-off into canals or retention ponds. 

2., Fly abatement measures must be taken as a deterrent to flies. 

b. Pasturing. 

1. Every owner or manager of any commercial stable shall make daily observation of all 
animals housed or boarded on the property. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Adequate water containers shall be available in all 
all equine during dry periods when retention po 
water with floating algae is unacceptable for 

Separate feed buckets for each equine sh.st 
bunker is used, there shall be two (2) 
for each animal. 

Every commercial stable shall b 
land for all animals pastured a 
over the entire pasture. 

c. Exercise area. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

A designate 
s 

ture areas sufficient to supplement 
k sufficient clean water. Stagnant 

hen feeding. When a feed trough or 
r head or a two (2) foot feed box 

.o provide sufficient dry 
'Js.tent standing water 

nure. Pasture 

_two thousand five hundred (2,500) 

rea is provided, the area provided shall be a minimum of one 
p to a maximum of two thousand five hundred (2,500) square 

a. Openeti}il◊--:9,P bags .;iJtf~J,Fbe stored in rodent, pest and moisture resistant containers with lids and 

b. Unopened foo'a~ags shall be stored off the ground and kept clean and dry. 

c. Stored hay shall be kept clean and dry. 

d. Fresh water, free of algae, shall be available to all animals at all times. 

e. Hay provided to equine must be distributed to prevent contamination from manure, urine and 
stagnant water. 

(4) Animal housing requirements-Commercial stables. 
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(a) 

a. Any animal having a known or contagious disease or suspected of having a contagious disease, 
shall be contained in an area away from other animals. This area shall be clearly and visibly 
posted with signage stating: "CONTAINS QUARANTINED ANIMALS." 

b. The owner or manager of any commercial stable that has an animal with a known or suspected 
contagious or infectious disease must seek immediate veterinary care for that animal and follow 
veterinary instructions. 

c. Stalls which are used to house animals shall be large enough to allow the animal to stand in an 
erect position, turn without touching the sides or move about without restriction. 

d. All animals must be securely confined and not permitte 

e. All fences must be secure and safe to prevent inju 
barbed (where permitted) or any other kind of w' 
visible to livestock). 

broken rails, exposed nails, etc.; 
taut and sufficiently marked to be 

(5) Cleaning procedures-Commercial stables. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

a. Stalls and paddocks shall be cleaned,d 
ffi 

Manure, urine soaked hay, shavings, 
clean dry hay, shavings, straw or beddi 

b. 
debris or loose fencing u 

c. All water containers, bucke 
kept free of floating algae. 

- • '.✓-.A+, .... . 
d. All owners ,Q,@Jn9E9gers of any c~rowerc1al st~.f!~!tall chec~~and remove any poisonous 

rded. 

e. All cheFQJJJj!J_, pestIcIde:~_eanmg son;JJ,jj_;pyana msImecta.nts shall be stored in accordance with 
as to content and away from contact with animals. 

d. No. 2011-005, § 4, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 

-J)Sanimal to fail to provide for that animal: 

(4) Adequate quantities of visibly clean and fresh water available at all times; ;m4 

(5) Medical attention and/or necessary veterinary care when an animal is sick, diseased or injured. Upon 
request by the Division, written proof of veterinary care must be provided-:-; and 

.(fil Adequate protection from the cold and heat to prevent stress, discomfort, or harm~ 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person keeping an animal to fail to provide shelter for that animal. 

(1) Shelter for dogs, cats and small domestic animals must: 
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(2) 

(c) 

a. Provide adequate protection from the cold and heat. When the outdoor temperature falls below 
forty-five (4G45) degrees Fahrenheit, all cats, small domestic animals and those dogs that cannot 
tolerate such temperatures: without stress or discomfort (i.e., short-haired breeds, sick, aged, 
young or infirm), must be moved indoors or provided adequate heating to maintain temperature 
above forty-five (4G45) degrees Fahrenheit range. When the outdoor temperature rises above 
eighty-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit all dogs, cats, and small domestic animals must be provided 
air conditioning, a fan, or another cooling source to maintain the temperature in the shelter at or 
below eight-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit; 

b. Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and the direct effect of wind and rain; 

c. Provide a wind break and rain break; 

d. Contain clean, dry, bedding material; 

e. Provide protection from the elements at all ti 

f. 

g. 

h. 

1. 

1 

a. 

Provide sufficient space for each animal t, 
around in the shelter. If the shelter is 
provide enough space for each anim, 
around simultaneously; aR4 

Provide a solid roof-:-~ 

1;;.._sit down, lie down, and turn 
al at the same time, it must 

, lie down and turn 

contain the 

shelter at all times for the entire grou 

om the«~-nts at all times; and 

animal t~omfortably stand up, sit down, lie down and turn around in the 
sed for more than one (1) animal at the same time, it must provide 
nimal to comfortably stand up, sit down, lie down and turn around 

n maintaining equine or ovine to fail to keep the animar~ hooves trimmed 
1Tscomfort, or a Rel eie:treme evergr9',vtR EablsiRg deformities. 

(d) No person shall tether an animal to a stationary or inanimate object as a means of confinement or restraint 
unless such person is with the animal and the animal is at all times visible to such person. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, tethering an animal to a vehicle or trailer is prohibited. Choke or prong type collars shall not 
be used on an animal while such animal is tethered. As used in this chapter, tether means to restrain an 
animal by tying the animal to any object or structure, including without limitation a house, tree, fence, post, 
garage, or shed, by any means, including without limitation a chain, rope, cord, leash, or running line. 
Tethering shall not include using a leash or lead to walk an animal. Notwithstanding the foregoing, an animal 
may be tethered while actively participating in or attending an organized show, field trial, agility event, 
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herding contest or other similar exposition or event, of a limited duration, that involves the judging or 

evaluation of animals. 

(e) Any dog maintained outdoors for all or part of the day in a fenced yard or other type of enclosure shall be 
provided a minimum of eighty (80) square feet of open space. An additional forty (40) square feet shall be 
required for each additional dog kept in the same enclosed area. Each dog shall be provided sufficient shelter 
within the enclosed area. Any enclosed area where a dog is confined shall be kept free of objects that may 
injure the dog and shall be cleaned regularly to remove feces. Dogs shall not be maintained outdoors during 
periods of extreme weather including but not limited to hurricanes, tropical storms, and tornados. 

(f) Animals must be given appropriate daily exercise. 

(g) No humane slaughter of animals as defined in Florida Statutes,§ and/or 828.23 shall be done within 
earshot or view of the public. 

(h) It shall be unlawful for any person to tease or molest any~ 
.,;&; 

(i) It shall be unlawful for any person to: 

U) 

(k) 

(I) 

lml 

(1) Leave an animal in any unattended motor 

(2) Transport an animal in any motor vehicle w, 

(3) Subject or cause an animal to be subjected toe 
health or safety. • 

It shall be unlawful to transport any a 
humanely restrained (at a minimum by 
to jump or fall out of the vehicle and, if",, 

ffect the animal's 

s the animal is safely and 
s) so that the animal is unable 

crate must be secured to prevent 

, the animals shall be provided 

iY or street intersection for any 

cept for the purpose ofTNVR or to 
nimal trapped by a commercial 
r. When trapping such animal a 
. A commercial trapper shall not kill 

here to the following requirements: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

irect rays of the sun and direct effect of wind, rain and 

(4) All trapped dogs and cats, other than community cats addressed in subsection (5) below, shall be 
immediately returned to their rightful owner or to a governmentally operated animal shelter or 
humane society in the County. Notwithstanding the foregoing, lactating/nursing cats for which no 
owner can be located shall be immediately released at the location where the cat was trapped. For any 
dog or cat brought to an animal shelter or humane society, the person who trapped the dog or cat shall 
provide the address or exact location where the dog or cat was trapped; aR<I 
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(5) All community cats that are trapped shall be immediately released at the location where the cat was 
trapped unless trapped for the purpose of revaccination, medical care or to address a public health or 
safety concern as determined by the Division; 

(6) No trapped animal shall be killed in any manner other than a method approved in the American 
Veterinary Medical Association Guidelines on Euthanasia, as may be amended from time to time; 

(7) Trapping shall occur no earlier than two (2) hours before sunset and no later than two (2) hours after 
sunrise, and trapped animals shall be removed from any trap within that period, except when trapped 
by the Division for TNVR or emergency purposes: 

(8) Each trap shall include the name, address and telephone numJit'f the person setting the trap on the 
trap in letters of no less than one-quarter(¼) inch in heigh~· Ill 

(9) Any animal trapped shall be trapped handled and transported in a humane manner. 

fmtJ.!!]_To the extent not inconsistent with this chapter the folloJl"la~~jthe Florida Statutes, in their 
current form and as subsequently amended, are here~doPted and i•i;i·orated by reference except as to 
penalty, shall be part of this section as if they wer46tin full and shalr.P:Mnishable as civil infractions: 

(1) Section 828.058, Florida Statutes; 

(2) Section 828.065, Florida Statutes; 

(3) Section 828.08, Florida Statut, 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(14) 

(15) 

(16) 

(17) 

28.16, '9, 
·ct Wsfatutes, 28.161, Flor, a,._ . 

·ct statffies, Ion a ~ 

res; 

tes; and 

(al ~le pe,sea, lertae perpese eftaat persea's se,eal gratifieatiea ma··· 
( l , Y· 
1 Engage iR a seic1;1al aet witA an aniFAal; 

r ~ersen te engage in a sem.ial aet wit!:i an anifflal· (2) Ceeree as·· steer 

(3) l-Jse aay part eftae persea' s ct,· • , ,,. so r or an ebjeet ta SC)Eually stimulate an animal; 

(4) v1deetape a persea e • • ngag1ng in a seimal aa: witA an animal; er 

(§) Kill er paysieall't asese as aairnal. 
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(Ord. No. 98-22, § 24, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 03-029, § 1, 8-19-03; Ord. No. 2011-005, § 5, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 
1, 6-23-15) 

Editor's note(s)-Section 17 of Ord. No. 2011-005 specifies that§ 4-24(d) and (e) shall become effective on July 1, 
2011. 

Sec. 4-25. Dogs and cats offered for sale; health requirements. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to offer for sale or sell any dog, cat, puppy or kitten without first obtaining 
an official certificate of veterinary inspection pursuant to Florida StatM::.-~~s, § 828.29, as amended. Dogs, cats, 
puppies or kittens offered for sale must be at least eight (8) weeks,/ieee of internal and external 
parasites, and have proper inoculations as described below. 

(b) The official certificate of veterinary inspection shall docu 
treatments have been administered: 

(1) Dogs/puppies. 

a. Inoculated against: canine distempef,l~u..· 
~ canine parvovirus, and Borelatellabordeatella. 
any dog three (3) months of age or older.=-

enza,'<tJ;gJ}.£Jitis/ canine ade novi rus 
inoculation must be provided for 

•• 

' b. Diagnostic tests to detec "·· 

whipworms, tapeworms, 
months of age or older. App, 

(2) Cats/kittens. 

a. 

b. 

okworms, roundWorms, 
tection must occur for dogs six (6) 

'tive findings must be documented. 

lici virus and rabies (provided 

okworms, roundworms, tapeworms 
e findings must be documented. Each cat must 
r sale, and the results given to the potential 

(c) 1ff"-eIV€'ferinarian shafrtf~~tthe offmra:Tucertificate off(eferinary inspection upon the actual examination and 
'-"@Pk&~ ''@,@'A½,, '-3/A@,4,_ 'W; 

atments. The sale of all dogs and cats must take place no more 
than tn'i'gyj(30) days after tffe'f6-Tficial c€rftffeate of veterinary inspection has been issued. If a dog or cat is not 

-w~~ ~ -~ 
sold withinitliiirty. (30) days of t~ssuance <»J"t,he official certificate of veterinary inspection, then a new 

.. "?:~@k. . ~- ,,. . 
examination ag--spect1on cert.le must be obtained. 

(d) The Division, citv/ft-'lJ)jl,ted mu~lal animal control agencies and registered aea~rofit humane 
!"om the provisions of this section. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 25, 6-16-98 

Sec. 4-26. Animal agencies. 

(a) Stray Hold Partners shall enter into an agreement with the County agreeing to abide by all requirements of 
thi~ (;bapter. All lawaaaae secieties Stray Hold Partners shall: 

(1) Hold stray animals fer five (:3) Bays (eJ~El1:18iAg legal l=lelidavs er days tl=le epera:t:ieA is elesed 1:e :t:l=le 
p1:1blie) allewiAg ewAers aEeess for ideA1:ifyiAg aAB reelaiR1iRg said aAiR1als in accordance with section 4-
12, Redemption and adoption. Animals not redeemed in accordance with section 4-12 shall become 
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the property of the Stray Hold Partner holding the animal. In the event there is a dispute with a 
possible owner during the stray holding period, the animal shall be turned over to Animal Care and 
Control. For private nonprofit animal organizations and animal rescue organizations, if an owner comes 
forward during the stray hold period, they may choose to bring the animal back to the Division for 
redemption or redeem directly back to the owner. 

(2) For a period of two (2) years from the date of impoundment of each animal, keep records of the 
impoundment and disposition of each animal received and record dates, names and addresses of 
persons from whom each animal was obtained and to whom each animal is released. All such records 
must be made available to the Division for inspection and copying upon request. By \Re lifteeAIR say ef 
tl=ie montR, '3roviEle t!:ie gjvisien with the name aREI a88ress e;t ..%',, 

(3) Provide dogs and cats released to owners with a rabi ·.on and instructiQns on acquiring a 
County rabies/license tag. 

(4) Provide dogs and cats released to new adopter; 

a. A rabies inoculation and instructions .12: 

b. An electronic animal identification de 
registereet with tl-1e Qi¥ision. 

(5) Reasonably assure that adopte. 
for dog fighting. 

(6) 

{7) Contact appro81t!f!~i"mstJI~ for the iCf[l\!,ficatio~ftrr!'!Jg9,l_mals·f0M)ld with tattoos, tags or electronic 

(8) Comply wi 

(9) 

_e.,_ 

!!., 

be made flthe steriliZa'Tion of all dogs and cats sold or released for adoption by either: • ··ya licensed veterinarian before relinquishing custody or the animal; or 

t with t_h~ adopter guaranteeing that sterilization will be 
al maturity. The humane society, private nonprofit 

animal organlZ:ai:Wn, or animal rescue organization shall require sufficient deposit from the 
adopter, which deposit shall be refundable upon presentation of written evidence by the 
veterinarian performing the sterilization that the animal has been sterilized. Upon the request of 
a licensed veterinarian, and for valid reason, the time limit within which the animal must __ b_e 
sterilized may be extended. 

(b) Non-Stray Hold Partners must follow the same requirements as the general public, section 4-8 
Keeping/Adopting Stray Animals. 

(19) By the fifteentR Elay ef tRe FAenth, 13ro•;iEle the Qi¥isien with the fsllewing infeFmation: 

a-, PlsA1eer ef aaiA1als ia its ~essessiea er eeiag saelteres. Tais sala saall ee ~revises ey s~ecies. 
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I,., ~!ea,ser sf Eiegs/cats aEie~teEI. 

e. Num13er of dogs/cats in fester. 

(13} /\II 13riva:te nen13refit animal erganit:atiens an8 anirnal resc1:1e organi2:ations st:lall: 

(1) Gem13ly with seEtien 4 22, ~Jum13er of animals; acreage restrictiens/eirness animal AaBitats. 

(1:) Gem13ly with seetien 1 21, AniR=ial care; FRanner of kee13ing. 

(3) Previele elegs anB eats released to owners er new ado13ters witl:1: 

a. A rabies inoculation an8 Ge1:rnty ra8ies/license tag. 

registereEI with the Division. 

(c) All humane societies, pri\la'(~onprofit animal organizationsL and animal rescue organizations that accept 
animals from any member of the public will be required to have such person sign a written statement 
detailing the reclaim, adoption and euthanasia policies. 

iQl All humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations, and animal rescue organizations must be 
transparent with potential adopters and/or with other organizations that are considering accepting the 
transfer of an animal into their own program. All known dangerous propensities, such as any bite history, any 
history of animal attacks and/or any history of aggressive incidents, as well as any known medical conditions, 
must be disclosed to prospective adopters, fosters and/or to the next organization taking possessi9_o_o_f the 
animal. 
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(Ge) All humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations and animal rescue organizations that house or 
shelter animals within a facility open to the public are subject to i>Rffilill inspection by the Division. 

(ef) No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization or animal rescue organization shall provide 
compensation directly or indirectly to any breeder, pet dealer, pet auction, or other source in exchange for a 
cat or dog. 

.{g}_ No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue organization shall make animals 
available for adoption or resale in Palm Beach County if that animal was purchased from a pet auction or 
cqmni_erc;;i~!_brn_~dfil_\M.thin the prior six {6)_m_Qnths. 

J.hl 

ill 

No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animakt'escue organization shall market an 
animal as having been "Rescued" or "Saved" if that animal was pu~d from a breeder, per dealer, pet 
auction, or other source. ////////////////// 

ue organization shall import or 
accept any animal originating from any location outside@tbe"'Sfate of FrffP.~il,,.without obtaining a valid Qffi_cial 
Certificate of Veterinary Inspection for that animal.si:lff"&&'ocument mus~mify the animal is free of 
contagious disease and be signed by a state licens'fff,Kerinarian from the ~~~,.of origin within 7 days prior 

~ ·ye 
to the date of importation. Such records must bEYma'intained for a minimum of'Z4Ye'ars and must bE;?_ro_q__Qe_ 

available to the Division upon request. 
,. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 26, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 08-' 

Sec. 4-27. Aggressive dogs, and dange1 

(a) 

(1) 

ill 

ill 

be dest 

• • 1at may be aggressive or dangerous 
vit from any person, animal 

ied as aggressive or dangerous. 

1cient cause to believe that a dog is aggressive or 
Jo humanely, safely and securely confine the dog, 

ion and any appeal if deemed necessary to 
that is the subject of a dangerous do 

itten a human being and left a bite mark that 
ely confiscated by the Division: placed in 

and held. Th-"'. 
Is related to 
to be destroyed, the dog may not 

Ible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees required for the 
Division to care for~ dog impounded at the shelter pending the outcome of the investigation 
and resolution of any hearing or appeal. 

HJ. An owner's refusal to surrender a dog for impoundment pending the investigation shall constitute a 
violation of this chapter. 

ill At the discretion of the Division, a dog that is the subject of a an aggressive or dangerous dog 
investigation, other than those dogs that are required to be confiscated by the Division in accordance 
with section 4-27(a)(2), may be confined at a licensed facility approved by the Division or at the 
residence of the owner if the Division is given adequate assurance by the owner that the dog can be 
humanely, safely, and securely confined without posing a danger to the public. If the dog remains with 
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the owner pending the outcome of a dangerous dog investigation and resolution of any appeal, the 
dog shall be at all times maintained in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from 
escaping or coming into contact with any person or domestic animal other than a person or domestic 
animal in the immediate household of the owner. If the dog remains with the owner pending the 
outcome of an aggressive dog investigation and resolution of any appeal, the dog shall be at all times 
maintained in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming into 
contact with any domestic animal other than a domestic animal in the immediate household of the 
owner. Pending resolution of an aggressive or dangerous dog appeal, the dog shall at all times wear a 
_IIl_!.JZfl~ when it is off the owner's property and must be restrained by a substantial leash not exceeding 

lfil No dog that is the subject of an aggressive or dan 
ownership transferred pending the outcome of an inves, 
determination of an aggressive or dangerous dog cla 
with the address of where the dog will be maintai 
hearings. 

~ill A dog shall not be declared dangerous if t 
at the time, was unlawfully on the propert: 
abusing, or assaulting the dog or its ow 
dangerous if the dog was prot,· -•• 
dog from an unjustified atta 

l.fil If a dog is classified as a d 
based upon the nature a 
ublic 

:tigation may be relocated or 
or any appeal related to the 

e owner shall provide the Division 
estigation and any related 

,_ ,was tormenting, 
dared aggressive or 
'"i:?te vicinity of the 

vereJnj_ury to a human bein 
d of a future threat to the 
itioy~ and humane manner. 

'9J8 iA known 13revieus anir,:ial ts 

subject to all of the dan 
moved into Palm Beach 
Division . 

. fter its investiia'~2 the DIV,"tSTon shall make'~fi initial determination as to whether there is sufficient 
. "'"'¾filf@t, '/~>- • • • 

to classify the B,i;as aggre~~)i or dangerous. and as to the appropriate penalty, 1f classified as 
:ous. The Divisi~fual_l provia .. _J,itten notification of sufficient cause finding (and proposed - ~24 .,,. 

J_r a dangerous Clog), to the owner, by registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) 
onformanc€~h the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process. The owner 

an opp~~ity for a hearing before a Special Master prior to a final determination of 
the~r decides to appeal the initial determination, the owner shall file a written 

r a hearing before the Special Master within seven (7) calendar days from 
the date of receipt o'f\iJfe notification of the sufficient cause finding and if requested, the hearing shall 
be held as soon as possible, no sooner than five (5) calendar days and not more than twenty-one (21) 
calendar days after receipt of the request from the owner. Said written request must be accompanied 
by an appeal bond and any applicable fees for the care and boarding of said dog (due through the fifth 
day following the date of the request for hearing). The appeal bond and any other applicable fees shall 
be established by the Board by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the Division in the 
form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the County. The 
Division shall provide notice of the hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail, facsimile, 
certified mail or certified hand delivery. If tee ewRer after seveR (7) ealeRear says frem tee eelivery sf 
tRe "notice of intent ts classify/s1:.1fficient ca1:.1se notice, 11 Ras net file El a written request fer a Rearing, 
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t!;ie SetermiAatioA of the DivisioA sAall 13eeoFAe fiAal. If a hearing is not timely requested regarding the 
aggressive or dangerous dog classification or proposed penalty, th~ determination of the Division as to 
s_uGh matter is final. 

l§tl!!]_Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the Special Master may, at the Special Master's 
discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with prejudice. In such instances, the proeess will 
preeees aAs the deg shall lae elassified as aggressive er saAgeress determination of the Division as to 
~uch matter is final. 

(etLl1)_Upon an aggressive or dangerous dog classification becoming final after a hearing or by operation of 
law pursuant to subsection 4-27(a), the Division shall provide w4jitten notification to the owner by 
registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or sffl'h conformance with the provisions 
of chapter 48 relating to service of process. The owner m~I the dangerous dog classification._Q[ 
penalty, or both, to the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Juafldrcuit Court in and for Palm Beach 
County, Florida. The owner may appeal the aggressi . wrc1Sttcation by filin_g a petition for writ of 

--~ ·• · •• • · -· •· - '" 1.J'fg;: Palm 6 
W/, 

;ressive or 8aAgero1:1s in 
accordance with the Florida Rules of Appe 

")~ 

illl rocedure. Dogs 

tri 
II h ·-,10. • II h -- b' h' h • ;,0t er'.:tim:es m a ot er respects are su Iect tot Is c apte[. 

""'/~- %IV . 
erous':flnaiy .. not be used for hunt1n 

iW1 'iiffiiW1 ·wa • .,., 
(b) Ag(fftstve dog mandates7'fi;'r!.,respo'lr!/61lities. Within fourteen (14) days after a dog has been classified as 

Y//?/////4. ,.,.::@ii •~ 
ran aggressive ilggf,!'\classificati~ is upheld on appeal, the aggressive dog shall be implanted with 

~~~ ,,~ 

_ectronic anima <AntificatioriJ'evice (EAID) at the owner's sole expense and the aggressive 
;ed/neutered ul'~s a licensed veterinarian has examined the dog and certified in writing, 
-·: __ i_ng/neut~. the classified dog will endanger its health because of infirmity, disability, 

illness or other metl:(e'iconsidelffin. However, the dog will be spayed/neutered as soon as its health 
permits. If there is a-~•radl'concerning the health status for sterilizing an aggressive dog, the Division 
may have the animal ca.,'°'ntrol staff/contract veterinarian examine the dog to determine its eligibility 
for sterilization. If the Sisag~eFAeAt eanAot 13e resolves, ti;Je DivisioA an8 the owner shall agree oA a thir8 
veteriAariaA ts e"aFAiAe the aAiFAal for steriliaatieA eligilaility. Tlae eest sf the third veteriAariaA shall lae split 
evenly BetweeA the Division an8 tAe owAer. The opinion of tRe thir8 veterinarian sAall govem. 

(1) Responsibilities for owner. An aggressive dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it is off the owner's 
property and must be restrained by a substantial chain or leash not exceeding six (6) feet in length and 
under the control of a competent person. The muzzle must be made in a manner that will not cause 
injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration but must prevent it from biting any person or 
domestic animal. Dogs that have been classified as aggressive shall not be brought to a dog park, public 
park or public beach that allows dogs. 
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(c) The Director or designee may, in his or her discretion, enter into a written consent agreement with the 

owner of a dog sought to be classified as aggressive providing for a one-year probationary period prior to 

an aggressive dog classification becoming final. The consent agreement shall provide writt_en _assurance of 

voluntary compliance with all applicable provisions of this chapter. The consent agreement may in addition 

provide for remedial or corrective action, including but not limited to, evidence of successful completion of a 

course of dog training. Except as expressly provided for in the consent agreement, the consent agreement 

shall not be deemed to impose any limitation on the County's ability to. enforce any provisions of this 
A 

Chapter. Violation of the consent agreement shall be a violation 

the consent agreement, and may result in an a 

¼@Dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities. 

(1) Mandates for owner. Except for any dog that isftfe'§Ui'red to be destf0feti_ pursuant to section 4-
27(a)(8). Wwithin feerteea (14) seven (7) d,%¥§.la, er a dog has been clas~i:d as dangerous or a ff4#[£,W#£ .,~, 

. . . er~ _,_ . 
dangerous dog class,ficat,on ,s upheld on ap;!l,Ja~ (a]n owner of a dangerotftiog shall €0fRi>!v- obtain a 
certificate of registration for the dog from th.wision and r@ew the certifi.lannually. The fee shall 

. - --~&:" ,1%f#/fjfe, • ·-wr~. . be established by the Board by Resolution. The ceF,{21:fi_cate o;ror;egIstratIon may onJb.e issued to the 

ffi • t · d £t-f 1 • • ---~- ~·&~ff •• _ow_ner upon su cIen evI ence;o.&comp Iance 

a. 

b. 

C. 

all se esfall'lisaeel sy tee Boa rel sy resoletioR. ,\ 
,, --~- -

ie postttfi@of the premises with a clear[ :w, .,,, 
·,cil:b4:hildren and adults of the presence of 
'~ 

electronic animal identification device (EAID) at the 

~ 
~ Division with two (2) color photographs of the 
ntifies the classified dog. Each photograph shall be 

:-: eutered unless a licensed veterinarian has examined the dog 
;fi'lwcertified in wrff'a, that at sifh time spaying/neutering the classified dog would endanger its 
h~because of iririty, disability, illness or other medical consideration. However, the dog 
wl+I- -t¾be spaye~tered as soon as its health permits. If there is a disagreement concerning 

us t<prilizing a dangerous dog, the Division may have the animal care and 
,(~eterinarian examine the dog to determine its eligibility for sterilization.# 

veteFiAaFiaA ts eiEamiAe the aAimal feF steFilizatieA eligiElilit-y. The cost sf the thin;! ueteriAariaA 
s1'all se s~lit evealy setweea t1'e Divisioa aael t1'e owaer. Tse o~iaioA of tee tairel veteriAariaA 
shall ge2verA. 

:f:. Liability insurance coverage in an amount of at least $100,000 to cover damages resulting from 
an attack by the dangerous dog causing bodily injury to a person and provide proof of the 
required liability insurance coverage to the Division. 

(2) Responsibilities for owner. 

a. The owner shall immediately notify the Division when a dangerous dog: 
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1. Is loose, unconfined or lost/stolen; 

2. Has bitten a human being or attacked another domestic animal; 

3. Is sold, given away, or dies; or 

4. Is moved to another address. 

b. Prior to a dangerous dog being sold or given away, the owner shall provide the name, address 
and phone number of the new owner to the Division. The new owner shall execute a document 
to be supplied by the Division, acknowledging that the owner is aware of the dangerous dog 
classification, and that the owner 5R-aU must comply with ie requirements of this section. The 
new owner must comply with all of the requirements.jchapter. If the animal is moved out 
of the County to another jurisdiction within the Statl'P'wner is required to abide by Florida 
Statutes Ch. 767. The animal control authority a\;t~,location must be notified by the owner :M'ff/49~~~-
of a dog classified as dangerous, that the dog i 

/4;. 

c. While on the owner's property, a danger 

d. 

e. 

f. 

confined outdoors in an enclosed and I 
_,@ 

:;irevent the entry of any 

;tructed to prevent the 
:e feet. Such structure 

person other than adult members at 
dog from escaping. The structure mus 
shall have secure sides and a secu 
under or through the stru.c!we. Th 

.escaping over, 
'·e.forthe dog and 

protection from the e 

When being transpo 
restrained within ave 

Ad 

pre 

i Division at the owner1s expense, 
ults that there is a dangerous dog 

-e~:the Board by resolution. 

zzle when it is not securely confined indoors or 
/jld locked structure on the owner's property. A 

's pre«_"~s or out of its enclosure if it is muzzled and 
.--~~ . . . -

I chain or"'!ma~nohexceedmg six (6) feet ,n length and under the 
on. The-~'½fftm-ust be made in a manner that will not cause injury 

vision or respiration but must prevent it from biting any person or 
the foregoing, the owner may exercise the dog in a securely 

-vpmot have a top, with a muzzle but without a leash, if the dog 
r sight and only members of the immediate household or persons 
e or older are allowed in the fenced yard or enclosure while the dog is 

-"~ilt.<,« t be used as a guard dog as defined in this chapter. g. A dangerous:JL2,ei.%.-9Ha no 

h. Dogs that have·oeen classified as dangerous shall not be used for hunting purposes. 

i. Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be brought to a dog park or public park or 
public beach that allows dogs. 

j. When any person or domestic animal other than the owner or a person or domestic animal in the 
immediate household of the owner visits the premises where the dangerous dog is maintained, 
the owner shall secure the dangerous dog in an enclosed and locked structure to prevent such 
person or domestic animal from coming into contact with the dangerous dog. 
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k. Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be brought to any nonresidential 
establishment other than a veterinary office or other facility where the dangerous dog is being 
treated, trained or boarded. 

I. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a dangerous dog may be cared for at a boarding facility or by a 
pet sitter if the boarding facility or pet sitter acknowledges in writing that the dog is a dangerous 
dog and agrees to comply with this chapter. 

The Division shall have the authority to make inspections to ensure that the provisions cited herein are 
complied with. 

An owner of a dangerous dog shall have the option to have sa· 
sole expense by the Division or licensed veterinarian if the 

humanely euthanized at his/her 
·s unable to comply with the 

requirements cited herein. 

(3) Violations. 

a. 

b. 

The Division is responsible for investigati 
classified as aggressive or dangerous. A 
dangerous dog alleged to be in viola 
citation upon the receipt of one (1) swe 
address or location of the alleged violati 
address of the owner, if 
subsequent citation is is 
required to appear in cou 

An animal care and c 
with the 
unde 
dan 
or u 
with 

wner of any aggressive or 

- officer may issue such 
int. Thi~(davit shall specify the ,., 
nd date(s) iilll act,_the name and 

·og. In the event tn;,tla. third or 
V 

of this section, the owner shall be 

s dog if the owner fails to comply 
.rein. A dangerous dog impounded 

r's compliance with the 
boarding fees, impound fees, 

n. If the owner does not comply 
deem the dangerous dog within 

, the dog shall become the property of the 

{-4}@1 Wc-f-ol!l& re: - .• • . ..,, 
(1) l·iii! • · ':· -, . If a dog that has previously been declared dangerous attacks 

~"'"' "¥'4¾,. . w·~·n . . . . 
o~m,s a person or a ~-est1c ant~ without provocation, the dangerous dog shall be 1mmed1ately 

.ed by the Divist""~placed in9arantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time or 
~. w 

.and held ten \. business days after the owner is given written notification by certified 
and delive.signed receipt), or service in conformance with the provisions of chapter 
,vice of .ss and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. +Ile 
- -M(,eeteFAaiAatioA as to whether there is se#ieieAt eaese to epgraee the 

(2) Atteek h;' &Rele5sified de(J #let ee&ses dee#, ef e h&meR. If a dog that has <aet previously been declared 
dangerous attacks and causes tA-e severe iniurv to or death of any human, the dog may Se 8estreye8 in 
an e~t13e8itie1:.1s ans h1:.1mane manner. The Beg shall be immediately confiscated by the Division, placed 
in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time or held for ten (10) business days after the 
owner is given written notification by registered mail, certifie9 n=iail, certified hand delivery (signed 
receipt) or service in conformance with the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process and 
thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. +he Qivisien shall n=ial<:e an initial 
eletern=iinatien as te \vhether tl=iere is s1:.1ffieient ea1:.1se te classify tl=le eleg as vieie1:.1s. 
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(3) AUeek b;• uRe.1r,s5ified fie~ thet eeu5e5 5evere .'Rjury tee humeR. If a dog that has not been declared 
dangerous attacks and causes severe inj1;1ry te the death of a human, 8ase8 1.1130A the nature anef 
ei,eemstanees sf the inju,v ans the lil<elihses ef a future threat ts the ~uslie safety, health ans 
v;elfore, the dog FRay 13e BestroyeEI in an me13eElitie1:.1s anel lnrn1ane manner. T!he dog shall be 
immediately confiscated by the Division, placed in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of 

time; impounded; e, and held for ten (10) business days after the owner is given written notification by 
certifies registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service in conformance with the 
provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and 

humane manner. Tl=le 9ivisien sl=lall malEe an initial deterrninatien as te \Vhether tRere is s1;rfficient 
ca1;1se te classify t!;ie eleg as vici □ l:Js. 

(4) A dog shall not be sedares vieieus subject to classification • 
sustained by a person who, at the time, was unlawfully 
property, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the 

reat, injury or damage was 
perty or, while lawfully on the 
ner or a family member. No dog may 

or defending a human being 

(5) 

be seelaees vieieus subject to classification if the d.o 
within the immediate vicinity of the dog from sault. 

Wciot:JS fi.o(j] GQassification process. 

a. 

b. 

£, 

The Division shall investigate any inci __ ~tt: 

to classification under section 4-27(e) an 
ht 

-
a may 

iterview 
subiect the dog 

sworn affidavit from a 

dog classified as vicie1:1 

outcome of the investi 

Division 

appe 

forcement offl~i9esiring to have a 
d by the Division pending the 

.osts and other fees required for the 
,,,:;~t:igation and resolution of any 
··~ 

1-1ding the investigation shall 

ct of a vieie1:1s Elog investigation 3n 

ownership transferred. 

he Division shall provide written 

, oY registered mail, certified hand delivery 
rovisions of chapter 48 relating to service of 

e owner may request a hearing under subsection 4-27(a) during the 10 
notification. The hearing shall be held no sooner than five (5) calendar 
twenty-one (21) calendar days after receipt of the request from the 

end, and any applicable fees for the care and boarding of said dog (due 
following the date of the request for hearing) must accompany the owner's 

'<:@'// 

written request."The appeal bond and fees shall be established by the Board by resolution. The 
appeal bond shall be remitted to the Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a 
cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the County. The Division shall provide notice of the 
hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail, faesimile, certified mail or certified hand 

delivery. If the owner fails to appeal within the ten (10) business day, f,€fia<l of the notification, 
the dog shall be t=i1:1manelv destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. 

&:.§.:. Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the Special Master may, at the Special 

Master·s discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with prejudice. In such instances, the 
process will proceed and the dog shall be classifies as vieie•s destroyed in an expeditious and 
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humane manner. The owner shall Se respeRsi8Ie fer payment of all SearSing costs aRS ether fees 
as may Be requires to humanely anS safely leeep the efeg Suring any appeal preeeefure. 

(6) Notice of appeal. The owner may appeal the classification to the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial 
Circuit Court in and for Palm Beach County, Florida within tflirty (30) Says after receipt of written 
notification that the Efeg l=ias Been elassifieef as vicious in accordance with the Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure. 

{Ord. No. 98-22, § 27, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 05-044, §§ 3, 4, 9-27-05; Ord. No. 2009-019, § 2, 7-21-09; Ord. No. 2011-
005, § 6, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15; Ord. No. 2016-045, § 1, 9-27-16) 

Sec. 4-28. Sterilization program for dogs and cats. 

{a) Purpose. The Board has determined that the unintended o. 
the County leads to many dogs, cats, puppies, and kittens 
privation and death, being impounded and euthaniz 

breeding of dogs and cats within 
":<J.. becoming strays, suffering 

community, and constituting 
1-,_blic policy of the County that a public nuisance and public health hazard. It is, t 

every feasible means of reducing the number o 

{b) Spaying, neutering of dogs and cats. 

(1) Every dog six (6) months of ag';,i· 
h II b d 

i@; 
County s a e spaye or neut-· 
the Division: 

a. 

b. 

The dog or cat is registered w 
recognized b 
being us 

ot age or drq~within the 
lowing exemptions is provided to 

_lub1 association, or registry 
-~·-0 the Division that the animal is 

'· ompetition{s), or other similar 

writing that the dog or cat is medically unfit to 
ie because of a medical condition, including but not 
}avated by such procedure or would likely cause 
the date by which the dog or cat may be safely 
the time for spaying or-neutering a dog or cat or 

pay/neuter requirement based upon the written medical 
rinarian. For a dog or cat that is not spayed or neutered due 

providetfherein, the license tag fee established by the Board for 

c. 

r 

cat to prdi~r 
% 

The dog is cu 

all apply. As soon as the medical condition that prevents a dog or cat 
utered ceases to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such dog or 
with this section. 

used by a law enforcement agency for law enforcement purposes. 

d. The dog is a guide dog or service animal as defined in section 4-2 of this chapter. 

e. The owner wishes to keep the dog unsterilized and certifies in writing to the Division that the dog 
will not be bred or used for stud purposes unless an appropriate breeder permit is first obtained 
from the Division. Breeding or using the dog for stud in violation of this provision shall constitute 
a violation of this chapter. 

f. The dog is used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial breeder. The cat is 
used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial breeder and is registered as a 
pedigreed cat with the Cat Fancier Association or the International Cat Association. 

Created: 2026-02-24 11:37:45 (EST] 

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2) 

Page 64 of 77 



g. 

h-

The dog or cat is being harbored by a shelter, humane society, or private animal nonprofit 
organization, or animal rescue organization whether public or private, whose principal purpose is 
securing the adoption of dogs or cats or offering sanctuary for dogs or cats, provided that the dog 
or cat is spayed or neutered 13Fier to SeiAg 13laceel for ado13ti0A in accordance with Section 4-26, 

Animal agencies. 

Illegal Breeders will be required to spay or neuter their animals within 30 days of notice of non-
compliance. 

(Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 6, 2-5-08; Ord. No. 2015-027, § 1, 6-23-15; Ord. No. 2016-045, § 1, 9-27-16) 

Editor's note(s)-Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 6, adopted February 5, 2008, ame e Code by renumbering former§ 4-
28 as a new§ 4-30, and adding a new§ 4-28. 

Sec. 4-29. Hobby breeder permits. 

(a) Hobby breeder permits. 

(1) 

2 

(~i) 

No person shall breed a dog or cat or offe 
obtaining an appropriate breeding per 
dogs over six (6) months of ag 

rposes without first 
persoli"{~-- maintain unsterilized 
ths of age,iether without first 
hall be bred ftess it is a obtaining an appropriate br "'f,(ffj(f 

pedigreed cat registered as the International Cat Association. 
No hobby breeder permits re pedigreed cats registered as 

lion. The cost of the permit and such with the Cat Fancier As 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

"to obtain a Hobby BreejJer 

an nineteen (19) dogs, cats, puppies, or kittens 

pensation for or give away more than two (2) litters 
pies, or kittens during a one-year period; 

rds foff~%duratioi!J~fw:he hobby breeder permit and all permit renewals as to the birth 
,._ --~ - . 

ter of pupJJres or k1ttens",and shall make such records available for review by the - .,, on requei;,'l'j -t not limited to records concerning rabies vaccinations, all other 
ical condition(s) of each dog, cat, puppy or kitten intended to be sold, 

On a quarterly Oasis, the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner of any dog, 
cat, puppy or kitten placed or a notice that no animal was sold during the quarter shall be 
provided to the Division; 

Furnish to each new owner of a dog, cat, puppy or kitten the hobby breeder permit number so 
the new owner has proof and assurance that the animal was legally bred; 

Not offer a puppy or kitten under the age of eight (8) weeks for sale, trade, other compensation 
or free giveaway, with the exception of animals taken to an animal shelter; 
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(b) 

h. Recommend to each new owner that any animal sold, transferred or given away be examined by 
a licensed veterinarian within one (1) week of the date of transfer and notify the new owner of 
State requirements for rabies vaccinations; 

i. List the person's hobby breeder permit number on all advertisements and literature concerning 
the sale or free giveaway of any dog, cat, puppy or kitten of the hobby breeder; 

j. Adhere to minimum standards regarding the care and manner of keeping of animals as provided 
in section 4-24, animal care; manner of keeping; and 

k. To the extent permitted by law, aAllow the Division to inspect the exterior of the premises 
wherein an animal that is the subject of a hobby breed~~mit is maintained and to view any 
animal that is the subject of the permit, if lae Eli•,isie 

. Such inspection will be HfAi,e4 

conducted at least once per year, typically at tifffesf'of ne"W{per:mit application and as a condition 
~ -~ "'«,:'74,?'f?. . . 

of annual renewal. If a hobby breeder refus~o allow the D1wsron to perform an inspection as 
provided herein, citations may be issuea,Ae Division ma;"~~,tJlor a warrant pursuant to 
Florida Statutes Ch. 933. All reports (f'M''lf inspections shall be irfeti,pg and maintained by the ~- ~--
Division. 

(~ A hobby breeder permit is valid for a period of o and must be 
ays prior to 

(42) 

(!.§:) 

renewed annually. Renewal aP,~1Th" 
expiration. 

A hobby breeder permit is no 

reedingilJjjtudding shall obtain a hobby 
,. dv~_ A h bb b d ,q;.,,stu purJ?"oses. o y ree er must 

obtain an u11 

ill Only one h 

Obtaining a hobby 

~- ,,d~ h · 
ea..re under t e hobby breeder permit. 

r parcel of land. 

~"~ ( 1) g',hj_R~fi,,Qrri~ll,<?& 
1$1 

[Y?):O the Division on a form approved by the w 

b. 

C. 

d. 

II • a b • 1· • d h f II • • f • a mcmo'e. ut Is not Im1te tot e o owing m ormatIon: 

' w··-. --···-, ---· ___ ,.d telepfil~number of the applicant; 
- • ?. .Jrtltement as to w]jie"ther the applicant has ever been convicted of the offense of cruelty to 

·-~'> \$.¥818 
anima1;flor had a fini]il/dgment entered against the applicant under F.S. § 828.073, or any other 

·~, .... ~ . 
statute,ll#i'1b1t1nill'nal neglect or mistreatment; 

A descri;alt!l ... breed, sex, age, coloration) of each animal under the permit; and • A description of the activity for which the permit is requested. 

(3) If the applicant withholds or falsifies any information on the application, no permit shall be issued and 
any permit previously issued based on false or withheld information shall be revoked. 

(4) No person who has previously been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo 
contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or 
domestic violence or who has had a final judgment entered against him/her pursuant to Florida 
Statutes 828.073 or comparable statute, eF1::1elty to animals or wl=lo l=las l=la!:1 a Final jti!:igFRent entered 
againsl airnfaer ~srssanl le F.S. § 8~8.9+3, shall be issued a hobby breeder permit. 
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(1) The permit applicant shall complete an application, supply all information requested by the Division, 
and pay the applicable permit fee established by the Board by resolution. 

(2) Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30) days in order for applicants to make corrections to 
meet minimum compliance specifications. 

(d) Violations. 

(1) Failure to apply for a permit prior to operating as a hobby breeder shall constitute a violation. 

(2) Failure to reapply for a permit at least thirty (30) days before expiration of the existing permit shall 
constitute a violation. 

(3) Refusal to allow an animal control officer to inspect an ani e premises as provided in section 4-

(4) 

(5) 

29(a)(2)k. shall constitute a violation. 

It shall be a violation of this chapter to counterfeit a 
veterinary inspection or to maliciously destroy a)ro)lb' 

roadside or public right-of-way. 

ermit or official certificate of 
1-it. 

I,& 
•• I any dog or cat on any 

(e) Permit denial, revocation, and suspension. 

(1) By notice of adverse action, the ·s determined 
that: 

a. tion in the permit application; 

b. 3) violations of this chapter within 

~ 
C. ivil penalties imposed due to a 

d. 

,,._ 

.. . 1j,';i had adiudicat_ion withhe_ld on._or plead_nolo 
t¥ :ffaabuse, sexual act1v1t1es involving animals, child abuse 

"W4Jjj((ft: • 
ad a final iu□gment entered ag~inst him/her pursuant to Florida 

•,r compa"ff;/Ble statute; or • re and ~i"onsibility of an applicant/permit holder has been found to be 
terinary care that, if not treated, would result in suffering, pain or death. 

(2) No permiff~~..,all be refUif'cfed for a permit that is revoked or suspended. For a permit that is denied 
whw',/4, :zfj@,w. 

all be refunded as provided by the Board by resolution . 

(f) Appeal process. 
.,/., 

(1) Any applicant or permit holder who has been denied a permit or whose permit has been revoked or 
suspended may appeal this action to a Special Master within the ten-day period after the Division 
originates the adverse action. A written notice of appeal and appeal bond must be filed with the 
Division within ten (10) days of the notice of adverse action. The Board of County Commissioners is 
hereby authorized to establish the amount of the appeal bond by resolution. The appeal bond shall be 
remitted to the Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier1s check, or a bank 
check payable to the County. 

(2) The appeal will be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30) calendar days after the applicant or 
permit holder has submitted a notice of appeal. The initial hearing on the appeal may be continued by 
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the Division, the Special Master, or the applicant or permit holder beyond the thirty (30) calendar days 
for good cause shown. 

(3) Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before the Special Master shall be governed as provided 
in section 4-30, Animal care and control Special Master hearing. 

(4) The denial, revocation or suspension of the permit shall be upheld or reversed by the Special Master. 

(5) All decisions by the Special Master shall be final and reviewable by writ of certiorari to the County 
Circuit Court. 

(6) The Special Master shall provide the applicant or permit holdeS,i,with written notice of his/her decision. 
~ 

(g) Owner requirements following notice of adverse action and/or ag 

(h) 

(1) If the notice of adverse action of denial, revocation or 
appealed, the applicant or permit holder shall come,; 
days after the notice of adverse action. 

(2) Any person whose permit has been revoked. 
reapplication for a permit shall be accom 

applies for a hobby breeder permit on or before Augu 
hobby breeder permit during this pe. 
dog or cat license tags. The fee waiv, 

breeder remains in compliance with th 

n of a hobby breeder permit is not 
e with this chapter within ten (10) 

pf one (1) year. Each 
'he Board by resolution. 

f 
,,,a 

or any pe--

ons/applic 
• ~@. 

wa,ve the fee TD"'4$1No (2) unaltered 
breeder so long as the hobby 

(Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 7, 2-5-08; Ord. No. 2011-orn 27, § 1, 6-23-15; Ord. No. 2016-
045, § 1, 9-27-16) 

Editor's note(s)-Ord. N· 

(a) 

.le 

b 
th_eir s~rvjce. 

he Code by renumbering former§ 4-

al Masters who shall make decisions relating to any 
apter. S~eeial Maste,s shall have the ~ealilieatieas as 

ppoint as many Special Masters as deemed necessary . 

duate of a law school accredited by the American Bar 
cal governmen1-@filllatiQnS qn.9 pr_gcedures; {c} be a 

a Bar: and 

er into an agreement with the Board setting forth the terms and conditions of 

~ Code Enforcement Special Masters selected in accordance with Article 2 of the Palm Beach County 
Unified Land Development Code may serve ex officio as Special Masters. 

±- The County Manager shall have authority to remove individual Special Masters with or without cause. 

(b) Each case before the Special Master shall be presented by the county. l\n assistant eeenty attemey shall 
servie as tl=ie 13Fosee1;rt:iAg attoFAev foF the DivisioA. 
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(c) Upon request of the Division, or at such other times as may be necessary, a hearing before a Special Master 
may be convened. A record shall be kept of all Special Master hearings and all hearings shall be open to the 
public. 

(d) At the hearing, the burden of proof shall be upon the Division to show by a preponderance of the evidence 
that a violation of this chapter has occurred. 

(e) All testimony shall be under oath and shall be recorded. The Elivisien shall previele ne!iee ef any hearing 
sefere a Speeial Mas!er le !he allegeel viela!er sv U.S. Mail, elee!renie mail (wi!h eleliverv reeeip!), faesirnile 
(with elelivery reeeipt), eertifieel mail, er aanel elelive,v. 

(f) All !es!irneny saall se uneler ea!h anel shall se ,eeereleel. The formal 
fundamental due process shall be observed and shall govern the 
Special Master, irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious e 
of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent pe, 
admissible, whether or not such evidence would be ad 
Any part of the evidence may be received in written 

(g) The Special Master may inquire of or question a8 
his/her attorney, the Division or attorney repre 
question any witness present at the hearing. The S 

(h) At the conclusion of the hearing, th 
entered into the record. The decision 
written order including findings o 
Special Master shall be final. Un 
must be complied 

(i) Any aggrieved p 
the Special Ma 

1r,eV,ocatJOn, or sus 

·'•- of evidence shall not apply but 
ings. Upon determination of the 

ay be excluded, but all other evidence 
onduct of their affairs shall be 
'· .the courts of the State of Florida. 

r her decisionoased on evidence 
d violator in the form of a 
ith the record. All decisions of the 

e order may include a notice that it 

a final administrative order of 
27 or a violation of this chapter 

e nova but shall be limited to 
hall be filed within 30 days of 

un~ection 4-27 by may be appealed by filing a petition for writ of 

U) 

it Court in and for Palm Beach County or in accordance with any other 
assess a reasonable charge for the preparation of the record to be paid 
F.S. § 119.07. 

(1) Subpoena alleged violators and witnesses to its hearings. Subpoenas may be served by a sheriff or 
other authorized persons consistent with Rule l.410(d), Florida Rules of Civil Procedure upon request 
by the Special Master. 

(2) Subpoena records and other documentary materials. 

(3) Take testimony under oath. 

(4) Issue orders having the full force and effect of law to command whatever steps are necessary to bring a 
violation into compliance. 

(5) Issue orders requiring an owner to reimburse the County for any costs incurred to care for an animal. 
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(k) If the County prevails in any hearing before the Special Master, the alleged violator's appeal bond ill 
required) shall be forfeited, in whole or in part, to the County to the extent necessary to cover the cost of the 
Special Master. If the alleged violator prevails in any hearing before the Special Master, the appeal bond shall 
be returned to the alleged violator. 

(ll Upon the finding of a violation, the Special Master may impose the maximum fine provided for in section 4-
32. If the violation has been corrected prior to the hearing. the Special Master may impose a fine less than 
the maximum fine provided for in section 4-32. 

(ml Upon the finding of a violation or ruling in favor of the County. the Special Master may order the 
violator/respondent to _pay the County for the costs and expenses inv@Jved in the case. 

nl A certified co 

be deemed to b 

ursuant to thi 
runs in favor 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 28, 6 
8, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) No animal that is th 

Lill It shall be unlawful for an 

rds and 
etition to 

o sue to 
suant to the 
. X of the 

·•·-, pt. 6, 2-5-08; Ord. No. 2011-005, § 

• • gJy hinder, resist or oppose any officer or employee of the 

o knowingly interfere with or damage any humane animal trap owned by 
ny animal caught therein. 

anner of keeping, animal cruelty, dangerous/vicious dog or animal bite 
ownership transferred pending the outcome of the investigation. 

rn:sent an animal to an officer for examination when that 
animal is the subject of an investigation. 

W It shall be unlawful to provide an animal compliance officer with false information or to take any action that 
would compromise an investigation. 

ill It shall be unlawful to impersonate any Division personnel and/or forge, alter, mutilate, or use the County's 
official logo, seal, or any other official insignia in any form without the prior written consent of the County. 

_(_g)_ It shall be unlawful to falsify information about any animal in an attempt to defraud. mislead. or interfere 
with an investigation. 
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(Ord. No. 98-22, § 29, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 7, 2-5-08) 

Editor's note(s)-Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 7, adopted February 5, 2008, amended the Code by renumbering former§ 4-
29 as a new§ 4-31. In order to prevent duplication of section numbers, former§§ 4-30-4-32 were 
renumbered as 4-32-4-34 at the discretion of the editor. 

Sec. 4-32. Violations, Ei•Jil infFactions, ci•Jil penalties Enforcement; penalties. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

Any violation of this chapter is a civil infraction and may be enforced as provided in Section 828.27, Florida 

==- A 
Any person who has committed an act in violation of this chapteG~ay receive a citation from the 
Division by an animal control officer or law enforcement offi~as probable cause to believe that the 
person has committed a civil infraction in violation of this c~~e~citation form shall include, but not be 

-/4./H#/ .. ,, .. 

limited to the following: % 

1. The date and time of issuance, 

2. The name and address of the person. 

J_. 

4. A brief statement of facts con_stit 

5. The ordinance violated. 

6. The name of the officer. 

7. The procedure for th o contest the citation orto 
appear at them-~ 

8· The applicabl~n 
''ea 

9. The maximum civflBn 

-~,,,, uest a hearin 

olidays. shall 
ult in _th~_entr:Y of a_n_order 
500 for a first violation 

_Q or subsequent violation. 

11. son fails to pay the civil penalty within the time 
itation. the person shall be deemed to have waived 

lion and that. in such casg,jud ment ma be entered a a inst th.§ 

The Special Master an urt shall have jurisdiction over all violations of this chapter. 

For citations processed through county court. t+he County Clerk shall accept designated fines and issue 
receipts therefore. 

Violation of any provision of this chapter shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars 
($500.00l. unless otherwise provided by law. A person who violates Section 767.12. Florida Statutes. 
commits a noncriminal infraction, punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) per 
violation. A person who violates Section 828.27(1HgH2Hb}. Florida Statutes. commits a noncriminal 
infraction. punishable by a fine not to exceed two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) for a first violation. 
five thousand ($5,000) for a second violation. and seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500) for a third or 
subsequent violation per violation. Any person who has violated any provision of this chapter or a statute 
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incorporated herein by reference shall be fined an amount as established by the Board of County 
Commissioners by resolution. 

(f) The act for which the citation is issued shall cease upon receipt of the citation, unless otherwise specified 
therein. /\ny 13erson issueel an animal eare aAEI Eentrel Eitatien shall Be deeR1ed to be ehargeel with a civil 
violation anel shall conaply with the elirectives on the citation. 

(g) Payment shall be made, either by naail or in person, to the violations bereae Clerk of Coerts within the tirne 
speeifieel on as directed within the citation. If the person cited pays the civil penalty, he or she waives the 
right to a hearing on whether the violation was committed. If a person follows this proceelere, he shall be 

of tfle infraction. 

(h) Pursuant to Florida Statutes,§§ 938.01 and 938.19, mandato 
found in cenvio:t:e8 of a violation of this chapter. Pursuant t! 
surcharge shall be assessed against every person 

shall be assessed against every person 
\s1tute § 828.27, a five dollar ($5.00) 

(i) Any person who fails to make payment within the s_u 
right to pay the uncontested civil penalty as set 

Ul Any person who elects to appear before the c 
his/her right to pay the uncontested civil pen 
make a determination as to wheth 
five hundred dollars ($500.00) plu 
767.12, Florida Statutes. commits 

not to exceed 
violates Section 

tes, commits a noncriminal 
0) for a first violation, five 

7,500) for a third or 

(k) If a 

dee 
st the citation, he or she shall be 

in such case, a default judgment may be 

(I) 

(m) The Division m 

, order to show cause may be issued. If tl:le fine is 
f;J ______ L _____ I__ --L----' __ L_LI__ 

rf!' 

who willfully refuses to sign and accept a citation issued by an 
1Second degree, punishable as provided by Florida Statutes, §§ 

pecial Master or court appearances for certain aggravated violations of 
this chapter resultlfll'Fl. the un~JVbked biting, attacking or wounding of a domestic animal; violations 
resulting in the dest/~lfg._p o:1,Wof personal property; or violations resulting in the issuance of a third or 

-~ 
subsequent citation to a p;~;"- The citation shall clearly inform the person of the mandatory_ 
appearance. The Division stlfi maintain records to prove the number of citations issued to the person. 
Persons required to appear before a Special Master or in court do not have the option of paying the fine 
instead of appearing in court. 

W Permission is Aereby granteEI to employees working for eounty munieipal goYernrnents to enforee tl=lis 
eAapter tArougA tAe issuanee of eitations wl=len tl=lose employees AaYe been eertifieEI as animal eontrol 
officers perseant to Fleriela atatetes, § 828.27(1){a)l. Enforcenaent naest be in cooperation with anel receive 
the a~proval of the Qivision. 

inl The following process applies when citations are issued pursuant to the jurisdiction of the Special Ma~ter: 
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_{_Q)_ 

Gov, 

L_ Whenever, based upon personal investigation and in accordance with the policies and 
procedures established by the division, the animal control officer has reasonable and probable grounds 
to believe that a person has committed a violation of this chapter, the officer may issue a citation to 
the vio@tor. 

2. The act for which the citation is issued shall cease upon receipt of the citation unless othe_r:wi_se 
specified in the citation, and the person charged with the violation shall elect either to correct the 
violation and pay the civil penalty in the manner indicated on the citation or, within ten (10) days of 
receipt of the citation, exclusive of weekends and legal holidays, request an administrative hearing 
before the Special Master to appeal the issuance of the citation. If the hearing date is not set forth in 
the citation, a notice of hearing shall be served on the violatoufs1:provided herein. Failure of the 
violator to appeal the decision of the animal control Officer,,wlf~tfhe timeframe as set forth herein 
shall constitute a waiver of the violator's 
administrative hearing shall be deemed 
accordingly. 

3. Upon written notification by the animaL€0iff£61 officer that a'VTBlator has not contested the 
'////%$.% 

i.fd'NJ.olation has not been 
corrected within the time set forth on the cifa"fion, the Special Master shZter an order ordering the 
violator to pay the civil penalty set forth on 1:H,,~:tation. A hear:ing shall not-~ecessary for the 

-,~ .fffjfWfe, -~~ 
issuance of such an order. The order shall includ_e-t,altotice,Araa-13.f)licable, that fine{sRwere imposed. 

fore the 

co est a hearing, shall 
Q_ ction of this 

each CQUJ] 
m time to time. A Palm_Beach County Special 
. In determining th~ emou_nt of the fine. the Palm 

rrect the violation; and 

1bJe vLQlator. 

by resolution adopt recommend_ed fine amounts for 

fati2]_Failure to comply with a ;vision of this chapter shall constitute a separate and distinct violation. 

li>tl9lEach day a violation of any provision of this chapter exists shall constitute a separate and distinct violation. 

iil Whether a person is cited for 1st , 2nd• or 3rd offense will be based on the issuance of prior citations to anyone 
residing in the same residence, and/or caring for the same animals, within the prior 12 months. A person will 
only receive a 1st offense citation if no other resident/caretaker received a citation for the same viol_a_tion 
within the prior 12 months. 

W Nothing herein shall limit any other enforcement mechanism authorized by law, including, but not limited to, 
the right to seek injunctive or any other equitable rel!~f. 
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(t) It is the purpose of this code to provide additional, cumulative remedies. These sanctions are in addition to 
any criminal penalties that may be imposed by law. 

{u) Except as otherwise specified in section 4-27, proper notice of a citation or hearing is given where notice has 
been mailed to the violator by certified mail, return receipt requested; by hand delivery by the sheriff, other 
law enforcement, a certified process server, animal control officer, or other person designated by the local 
government body; by leaving the notice at the violator's usual place of residence with any person residing 
therein who is above 15 years of age and informing such person of the contents of the notice; and in the case 
of commercial premises, leaving the notice with the manager or other person in charge. A notice of hearing 
may be provided to the violator/respondent by electronic mail with delivery receipt and a confirmation by 
:tb.~ violator/respondent of receipt. 

(Ord. No. 98-22, § 30, 6-16-98; Ord. No. 08-004, pt. 7, 2-5-08; Oru 
§ 1, 6-23-15) !Iii 

Note(s)-See editor's note, § 4-31. 

Sec. 4-33. ~iF5t offeREIOF5 EOYF50 Animal Cruel 

The Director may approve animal cru 
ersons fou_nd to be in violation of this ch4 

discretion, authorize persons found in v· 
effeAEler's animal cru 
of paying t~e lines as es!a~I 
com 

complet 
witht 

A 

5, § 9, 3-15-11; Ord. No. 2015-027, 

or designee in lieu 
e to attend or 

"peFSeA. The resel1;.1tieA Director will delineate which 
establisR a fee fer eacR perseA wAe atteAEls course. 

Sec. 4-35. Community c 

(a) The Board establishes the following community cat requirements: 

(1) All community cats must be cared for on the private property of the caregiver or with permission of the 
property owner or property manager. 

(2) All community cat caregivers shall have all un-owned free-roaming cats within their care sterilized, 
implanted with a!! EAID, vaccinated against rabies, and ear-tipped for easy identification. It shall be a 
violation of this chapter for any person to provide care to an un-owned, free-roaming cat without first 
h~ving the cat sterilized, implanted with an EAID, vaccinated against rabies, and ear-tipped for easy 
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identification, unless for the purpose of trapping for TNVR (which includes pre-trapping habituation to 
the trap. i.e. -feeding near or in the trap). 

(3) All community cat caregivers are required to provide certain necessities to each community cat under 
his/her care on a regular/ongoing basis, including, but not limited to, proper nutrition, adequate 
quantities of visibly clean and fresh water and medical care as needed. If medical care is unavailable or 
too expensive, the community cat caregiver must not allow the cat to suffer. Dumping on the ground 
or dispensing large quantities of food more than will be immeEliately eaten by the community cats 
present in thirty minutes is prohibited. Feeding areas must be maintained in a clean and sanitary 
condition. 

(4) Community cat caregivers shall make reasonable attempts t ve young kittens from the field for 
domestication. 

(b) A person returning a community cat to field must provide 
other information upon request by the Division. 

ith the cat's EAID number and any 

(c) Community cats meeting the requirements of this s. 
section 4-11, Dog and cat rabies/license tags. 

(d) The Division has the right to remove or authorize fl 
because of immediate public health or safety cancer 

(e) 

(f) 

_(g}_ 

No community cat shall be released 
deemed as environmentally sensitiv 
the applicable governmental entity. 

Healthy community c 
released to a care 
diseased and ap 
and returned to 
foster care, the 

license tag requirements of 

ged park, natif.ici;,,~fl area, area 
such lands without approval from 

~be immediately returned to field, 
1w.r such cat is visibly injured or 

uch cat cannot be expeditiously cured 
rivat€',,a'n1f,0J nonprofit organization or placed in 

on reasonabfe belief, may humanely euthanize the 

amount of time, other than short periods 
br treatment as directed by a v_e.teri11arian, will be 

However non-medically directed confinement will change 

(h) 

(Ord. No. 2015-027, § 2, 6-23-1 

communi:tv cat, and as such will now be subject to licensure as 

1,1ed by the Division, an animal rescue organization, a private animal non­
ehalf of the Division and/or with the permission of the Division. 

Sec. 4-36. Electronic animal identification device implantation (EAID) for all cats. 

(a) All cats four (4) months of age or older shall be implanted with an EAID, unless a veterinarian licensed in the 
State certifies in writing that a specific cat is medically unfit to be implanted with an EAID because of a 
medical condition, including but not limited to age, that would be substantially aggravated by such 
procedure or would likely cause the cat's death. The writing must state the date by which the cat may be 
safely implanted with an EAID. The Division may extend the time for implanting the cat with an EAID or may 
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exempt such cat from the requirement based upon the written medical recommendation of a licensed 
veterinarian. As soon as the medical condition that prevents a cat from being implanted with an EAID ceases 
to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such cat to promptly comply with this section. 

(b) The owner of every cat shall keep his/her contact information associated with the EAID up to date with the 
Division. 

(c) EAIDs for community cats may be registered to a humane society, private animal nonprofrtL or individual to 
facilitate return to field, and this in no way implies ownership of said cats. 

(Ord. No. 2015-027, § 3, 6-23-15) 

Sec. 4-37. Incorporation of State Statutes 

incorporated in this chapter by reference. It is the intent oft 
revisions of state la 

the chapter and state law. sta 
chapter, and animal control officer may issue a citatio 
Florida Statute violated. Such violations shall be subje 
law. 

(Supp. No. 124, Update 2) 
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1 ORDINANCE NO. 2026-__ 
2 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
3 PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, REPEALING PALM BEACH 
4 COUNTY CODE, CHAPTER 4, CODIFYING ORDINANCE 98-22, AS 
5 AMENDED BY ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004, 
6 2009-019, 2011-005, 2015-027, and 2016-045, "THE PALM BEACH 
7 COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL ORDINANCE"; AND 
8 ADOPTING A NEW PALM BEACH COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND 
9 CONTROL ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR A SHORT TITLE; 

10 APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
11 FEMALES IN HEAT; PROVIDING FOR DOG AND CAT CONTROL; 
12 PROVIDING FOR ANIMALS CREATING NUISANCES; PROVIDING 
13 FOR(SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION/ANIMALS AS PRIZES; 
14 PROVIDING FOR INJURED ANIMALS, ACTION REQUIRED; 
15 PROVIDING FOR KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS; 
16 PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL WASTE; AMENDING SECTION 4-10 
17 RABIES VACCINATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 4-11 DOG AND CAT 
18 RABIES/LICENSE TAGS; PROVIDING FOR REDEMPTION AND 
19 ADOPTION; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION FEES AND STERILIZATION 
20 REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS AND CATS; PROVIDING FOR RECORDS; 
21 PROVIDING FOR HUMANE EDUCATION; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL 
22 BITES AND QUARANTINING; RABIES CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR 
23 GUARD DOGS; PROVIDING FOR EVICTIONS, INCARCERATIONS, 
24 COMMUNITY SERVICE ADJUDICATIONS, AND OTHER 
25 INVOLUNTARY OCCURRENCES; EFFECT ON ANIMALS; PROVIDING 
26 FOR DISPOSAL OF BODIES OF DEAD ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR 
27 LIVESTOCK; PROVIDING FOR NUMBER OF ANIMALS; ACREAGE 
28 RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT; PROVIDING ,FOR 
29 KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL HABITAT, COMMERCIAL BREEDER, PET 
30 DEALER, PET SHOP, GROOMING PARLOR, AND COMMERCIAL 
31 STABLE PERMIT; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL CARE; MANNER OF 
32 KEEPING; PROVIDING FOR DOGS AND CATS OFFERED FOR SALE; 
33 HEALTH REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL AGENCIES; 
34 PROVIDING FOR AGGRESSIVE DOGS AND DANGEROUS DOGS; 
35 PROVIDING FOR STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR DOGS AND CATS, 
36 PROVIDING FOR HOBBY BREEDER PERMITS; PROVIDING FOR 
37 SPECIAL MASTER HEARINGS; PROVIDING FOR INTERFERENCE 
38 WITH ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; 
39 PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR FIRST OFFENDERS COURSE; 
40 PROVIDING FOR COMMUNITY CATS; PROVIDING FOR ELECTRONIC 
41 ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION DEVICE IMPLANTATION (EAID) FOR ALL 
42 CATS; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION OF STATE STATUTES; 
43 PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR 
44 SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
45 FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES; 
46 PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY; 
47 PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
48 DATE, 
49 
50 WHEREAS, Section 125.01, Florida Statutes, authorizes the Board of County 

51 Commissioners of Palm Beach County to adopt ordinances to protect the health, safety, and 

52 welfare of the citizens and animals of Palm Beach County; and 

53 WHEREAS, pursuant to its authority, the Board of County Commissioners (the "Board") 

54 enacted Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance 98-22, as amended 

55 ("Ordinance"); and 
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56 WHEREAS, the Ordinance has not been revised in approximately ten years, and it is 

57 necessary to make changes to reflect statutory changes and to make other changes to protect the 

58 health, safety, and welfare of the citizens and animals of Palm Beach County; and 

59 WHEREAS, illegal dog breeding occurring in unlicensed Facilities with an emphasis on 

60 profit over animal welfare has caused state-wide overcrowding in rescues and shelters; and 

61 WHEREAS, because of the lack of proper animal husbandry practices at many of these 

62 Facilities, animals born and raised there are more likely to suffer from health, social, and 

63 temperament problems that result in costly treatment or even death; and 

64 WHEREAS, the lack of health certificates accompanying importations of rescued 

65 animals from out of state puts both the pet population and the livestock population in Florida at 

66 risk of introduced diseases; and 

67 WHEREAS, those diseases could impact the vital agricultural resources in Florida in 

68 addition to the pets of unsuspecting families; and 

69 WHEREAS, changes to Florida Statutes have greatly impacted the investigation and 

70 prosecution of animal crimes; and 

71 WHEREAS, the Ordinance has been amended numerous times and it is necessary to 

72 repeal and replace the ordinance in its entirety to consolidate all amendments into a single, 

73 consistent document. 

74 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

75 COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

76 Section 1. Short Title; applicability. 

77 (a) This chapter shall be designated and may be cited as the "Palm Beach County Animal 

78 Care and Control Ordinance." 

79 (b) The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable to the incorporated and unincorporated 

80 areas of Palm Beach County except to the extent of a conflict with a municipal ordinance. Unless 

81 otherwise provided, nothing in this chapter shall be construed to relieve any person from 

82 compliance with any applicable county or municipal regulations. 

83 Section 2. Definitions. 

84 For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations 

85 shall have the meaning given herein. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the 

86 present tense include the future, words in the plural number include the singular number, words 

87 in the singular number include the plural number, and the use of any gender shall be applicable 
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88 to all genders whenever the sense requires. The words "shall" and "will" are mandatory, and the 

89 word "may" is permissive. Words not defined shall be given their common and ordinary meaning. 

90 Adoption means the transfer of ownership of an unwanted, abandoned, abused or stray 

91 animal by a shelter, humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal 

92 rescue organization to an adoptive owner. The term adoption does not include the sale of 

93 an animal for profit. 

94 Advertising shall mean any statement made in connection with the solicitation of an 

95 animal service, animal business, and/or the sale of an animal and includes without 

96 limitation, statements and representations made in a newspaper or other publication, on 

97 the radio, television, or internet or contained in any notice, handbill, business card, sign, 

98 catalog, billboard, brochure, poster or letter. 

99 Aggressive dog shall mean any dog that according to the records of the Division has 

100 severely injured or killed a domestic animal while off property that is exclusive to the 

101 owner. 

102 Animal shall mean any living vertebrate or sentient invertebrate, other than a human 

103 being. 

104 Animal control officer/code enforcement officer shall mean any person employed by the 

105 County whose duty it is to enforce codes and ordinances pursuant to Florida Statutes, § 

106 162.21, and including County animal care and control ordinances and as defined in 

107 Florida Statutes, § 828.27(1 )(b) and other applicable State laws. 

108 Animal establishment shall mean a kennel, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, 

109 grooming parlor, mobile grooming unit, excess animal habitat, commercial stable, or 

110 training establishment operating in Palm Beach County. 

111 Animal rescue organization shall mean an incorporated organization that has a nonprofit 

112 status with the Internal Revenue Service for which the central purpose is sheltering, 

113 adopting, fostering, providing rescue or old age homes for dogs and/or cats, or TNVR for 

114 cats. The term "rescue" shall include legally receiving dogs and/or cats from shelters or 

115 owners and providing medical or behavioral rehabilitation and care, as needed, for 

116 placement into new homes. 

117 Authorized veterinarian/clinic shall mean any person licensed or permitted to practice 

118 veterinary medicine under the laws of the State and such person shall have had no 
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134 
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139 
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141 

142 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

previous incidents where money collected from the sale of rabies/license tags has been 

used/handled inappropriately or illegally. 

Board shall mean the Board of County Commissioners of the County. 

Breeding shall mean sexual intercourse or artificial insemination of an animal, the result 

of which may be offspring. 

Carrier shall mean the operator of any airline, railroad, motor carrier, shipping line, or 

other enterprise that is engaged in the business of transporting any animals for hire. 

Class A breeder shall mean a person who holds a class A license issued by the United 

States Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq., and regulations 

promulgated thereunder. 

Class B dealer shall mean a person who holds a class B license issued by the United 

States Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq., and regulations 

promulgated thereunder. 

Commercial breeder shall mean any person who engages in the sale or breeding of more 

than two (2) litters of dogs or cats or twenty (20) dogs or cats, whichever is greater, per 

one-year period. 

Commercial trapper shall mean any person or business receiving compensation for 

trapping animals. 

Community cat shall mean any un-owned free-roaming cat that has been sterilized, 

vaccinated against rabies, ear-tipped, implanted with an EAID and returned to field and 

may be cared for by one (1) or more residents of the immediate area who is/are known or 

unknown. 

Community cat caregiver shall mean a person who provides food, water and/or other care 

for one (I) or more community cats but who does not own, harbor, keep or have custody, 

control or charge of such cats. 

County shall mean the incorporated and unincorporated areas of the County. 

Dangerous dog shall mean a dog that according to the records of the Division, meets at 

least one (1) of the following: 

(1) Has aggressively bitten, attacked, endangered or has inflicted severe injury on a 

human being on public or private property. 

(2) Has more than once severely injured or killed a domestic animal while off the 

owner's property. 
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152 
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168 

169 
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171 

172 
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174 

175 

176 

177 

178 

179 

180 

181 

(3) Has been used primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting or is a dog 

trained for dog fighting. 

(4) Has, when unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the streets, 

sidewalks, or any public grounds in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack, 

provided that such actions are attested to in a sworn statement by one (1) or more persons 

and dutifully investigated by the Division. For the purpose of this definition, an act is 

unprovoked if it was not caused by anything the person who is chased or approached in 

a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack has done. 

Director shall mean the Director of the Palm Beach County Division of Animal Care and 

Control. 

Domestic animal shall mean any equine or bovine animal, goat, sheep, swine, domestic 

cat ( any cat in the F elis catus family regardless of ownership status), dog, poultry, ostrich, 

emu, rhea, or other domesticated beast or bird, including but not limited to, domestic 

fowl. 

Division shall mean the Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control Division. 

Electronic animal identification device (EAID) shall mean a microchip with a frequency 

used and approved by the Division. 

Ear-tipping shall means removing approximately a quarter-inch off the tip of a cat's left 

ear while the cat is anesthetized. An ear-tip on the left ear shall be presumptive evidence 

that a cat has been vaccinated against rabies, implanted with an EAID, sterilized and 

returned to the field. 

Excess animal habitat shall mean any property measuring two and one-half (2.5) acres or 

more on which the maximum number of thirty (30) dogs and cats has been exceeded and 

for which a permit has been issued by the Division. 

Exotic animal shall mean non-native species and wildlife species that are regulated by the 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 

Finally determined shall mean a determination of a federal agency where all rights to 

challenge such determination at available administrative tribunals and courts oflaw have 

been exhausted or the time period within which such challenge may be filed has expired. 

Free-roaming shall mean any cat outdoors regardless of the cat's appearance, behavior, 

or ownership status. 
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209 

210 

211 

212 

Grooming establishment shall mean any place of business (stationary or mobile) which 

accepts private pets for bathing, clipping, dipping, pedicuring, or other related services 

(not to include breeding, dentistry or overnight boarding). 

Guard dog shall mean any type of dog used for the purpose of defending, patrolling or 

protecting property or life at any nonresidential establishment or which resides on the 

nonresidential property. The term "guard dog" shall exclude any stock dogs used 

primarily for handling and controlling livestock or farm animals. 

Guard dog service shall mean any person, business, or corporation that trains, sells, rents, 

or leases guard dogs for the purpose of defending, patrolling, or protecting property or 

life at any nonresidential establishment in Palm Beach County. 

Harborer or caregiver shall mean any person who provides care, shelter, protection, 

refuge, or nourishment to an animal or undertakes the responsibility to do so. 

Hobby breeder shall mean any person who intentionally causes or allows the breeding or 

studding of a dog or a cat or engages in the breeding of up to two (2) litters of dogs or 

cats or nineteen (19) dogs or cats per household or premises per one-year period. 

Humane society shall mean an incorporated organization that has a nonprofit status with 

the Internal Revenue Service for which the central purpose is to provide for the protection 

of animals. A humane society operates from a business facility on appropriately zoned 

property and has advertised and set hours for public access. 

Humane trap shall mean any device used for capturing an animal without inflicting 

injury, pain or suffering and which provides adequate ventilation for the trapped animal. 

Snares, leg traps or similar devices are considered inhumane and shall not be used. 

Illegal breeder shall mean any person who intentionally or unintentionally causes or 

allows the breeding or studding of a dog or a cat or engages in such without an approved 

Hobby Breeder license. 

Impoundment shall mean confinement at a shelter or approved stray holding facility, or 

the taking or picking up and confining of an animal by an officer under the provisions of 

this chapter. 

Intermediate handler shall means any person (other than a dealer, research facility, 

exhibitor, any person excluded from the definition of a dealer, research facility, or 

exhibitor, an operator of an auction sale, or a carrier as defined in 9 CFR § 1.1 ), who is 
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237 

238 

239 
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241 
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244 

engaged in any business in which he/she receives custody of animals in connection with 

their transportation in commerce. 

Kennel shall mean any place of business for hire at which dogs or cats are kept for 

boarding or limited pet boarding, training, or daycare. 

Livestock shall mean all animals of the equine, bovine, or swine class, including goats, 

sheep, mules, horses, hogs, cattle, ostriches, and other grazing animals. 

Major violation shall mean a violation including any one (I) of the following: 

(1) A violation of section 4-23(a), Animal Care; manner of keeping, other than a 

violation requiring immediate veterinary care as provided in section 4-23(b )(11 )e., 

Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, grooming parlor, 

and commercial stable permits. 

(2) Failure to ensure that animals offered for sale are vaccinated with required 

vaccines as required by this chapter. 

(3) Offering an animal for sale without maintaining all properly completed OCVI's 

pertaining to the animal, which contain records for only one (1) animal, as required by 

this chapter. 

(4) Failure to have an animal examined by a veterinarian and tested by a veterinarian 

as provided in section 4-22(i)(l ), Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial breeder, pet 

dealer, pet shop, grooming parlor, and commercial stable permits. 

(5) Falsifying records required to be maintained or provided to the County or 

consumers under this chapter. 

(6) A violation of section 4-22(n), Kennel, excess animal habitat, commercial 

breeder, pet dealer, pet shop, grooming parlor, and commercial stable permits. 

(7) Failure to properly isolate or quarantine an animal with a known or suspected 

communicable animal-to-human or animal-to-animal disease. 

(8) Failure to comply with minimum requirements concerning physical facilities, 

animal cages, enclosures, housing, or shelter or tethering in violation ofthis chapter. 

(9) A violation involving a dog or cat transported or offered for sale prior to eight (8) 

weeks of age or imported in violation of this chapter. 

(10) Failure to provide required disclosures to a consumer. 

(11) Failure to comply with warranty requirements for dogs and cats offered for sale. 

(12) Failure to follow cleaning requirements set forth in this chapter. 
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Minor violation shall mean a violation that is readily correctible including any one (1) of 

the following: 

(1) Any violation involving recordkeeping or signage that is not listed as a major 

violation. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Failure to timely provide records to the Division. 

Failure to microchip an animal as required by this chapter. 

Failure to make a record available to an inspector upon request. 

(5) A violation involving an animal escaping from the premises of the permitted 

facility. 

Official certificate of veterinary inspection shall mean a legible certificate of veterinary 

inspection which has been issued by the State Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services and signed by the examining veterinarian licensed by the State and accredited 

by the United States Department of Agriculture. 

Owner shall mean any person, firm, corporation, organization, humane society, public or 

private nonprofit organization, harborer, or caregiver, other than a community cat 

caregiver, who owns, keeps, harbors, possesses, or has control or custody of an animal. 

If the person purporting to own an animal is a minor as defined by the Florida Statutes, 

the minor's parent(s) or legal guardian shall be deemed the owner of an animal for the 

purposes of this chapter. 

Person shall mean any natural person, society, firm, corporation, partnership, association, 

humane society, public or private nonprofit organization, other legal entity, public or 

private institution, municipal corporation, unit oflocal government or other business unit 

and every officer, agent, or employee of such business unit. If the person is a minor as 

defined by the Florida Statutes, the minor's parent(s) or legal guardian shall be deemed 

the owner of an animal for the purposes of this chapter. 

Pet dealer shall mean any person who, in commerce, for compensation or profit engages 

in the sale of a dog(s) or cat(s) for use as a pet but who does not engage in breeding dogs 

or cats. This definition excludes humane societies, private animal nonprofit organizations, 

animal rescue organizations and shelters. 

Pet shop shall be held to include any place of business where pet/companion animals 

(including small animals intended for use as reptile food) are kept for retail or wholesale 

purchase. Excluded are those animals regulated and controlled by the State Fish and 
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Wildlife Conservation Commission. This definition excludes humane societies, private 

animal nonprofit organizations, animal rescue organizations and shelters. 

Police work dog shall mean any dog owned by any State, County or municipal police 

department or any State or Federal law enforcement agency which has been trained to aid 

law enforcement officers and is actually being used for police work purposes. 

Premises shall mean any parcel ofland and the structures thereon. 

Proper enclosure shall mean, while on the owner's property, a dog is securely confined 

indoors or in a securely enclosed and locked pen or structure, suitable to prevent the entry 

of young children and designed to prevent the dog from escaping. The pen or structure 

must have secure sides and a secure top to prevent the dog from escaping over, under, or 

through the structure and must also provide protection from the elements. 

Psittacine bird means any member of the Psittacidae family of birds including but not 

limited to parrots, parakeets, and macaws. 

Public road shall mean any street, sidewalk, alley, highway or other way open to travel 

by the public, including rights-of-way, bridges, common ground, easements and tunnels. 

Quarantine shall mean the strict confinement, isolation and observation of an animal 

suspected of having rabies or any other infectious zoonotic disease. 

Quarterly basis means the calendar quarters ending March 31, June 30, September 30, 

and December 31 each calendar year. 

Return to field shall mean return to the place of origin, the vicinity of the place of origin 

or, as a last resort, to an alternative location if all reasonable options of return to the place 

of origin have been exhausted. This may be done by the Division, a non-profit animal 

welfare organization, or an individual on behalf of the Division and/or with the 

permission of the Division. 

Secure enclosure shall mean a locked pen or structure constructed to prevent an animal 

from escaping over, under or through the enclosure. The enclosure shall have secure sides 

and a top. 

Service animal shall mean any dog that is individually trained to do work or perform tasks 

for the benefit of an individual with a disability as defined in the Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. 12102, and 28 C.F.R. 35.104, as may be amended 

from time to time. 
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Severe injury shall mean any physical injury that results in broken bones, multiple bites 

or disfiguring punctures/lacerations requiring sutures or reconstructive surgery. 

Shelter shall mean a governmentally operated animal care and control facility. 

Stable, commercial shall mean those premises where: 

(I) More than four ( 4) equines are kept which do not belong to the owner or operator 

of the premises; or 

(2) Equines are kept for boarding, pasturing, breeding, riding, training, riding lessons, 

resale or rearing, and for which advertising is used to promote such activities. 

"Advertising" shall mean any written statement ( excluding real property leasehold 

arrangements) made in connection with the solicitation of such businesses and includes 

without limitation, statements and representations made in a newspaper or other 

publication, or on radio or television or contained in any notice, handbill, business card, 

sign, catalog, billboard, brochure, poster or letter. 

Stable, private shall mean those premises where up to four ( 4) equines are kept which do 

not belong to the owner or occupant of the premises. 

Sterilization shall mean rendering an animal permanently incapable of reproduction by 

surgical or permanent chemical alteration, implantation of a device or other physical 

means, or because of physiological sterility, but only where sterilization has been certified 

by a veterinarian licensed in any state. The term sterilization is equivalent to the term 

spay for female animals or neuter for male animals. 

Sterilized shall refer to an animal permanently incapable of reproduction. 

Stray (noun) shall mean any animal that does not appear, upon reasonable inquiry, to have 

an owner. 

Stray holding partner shall mean an animal rescue organization, humane society, or 

private animal nonprofit organization approved by the Director to hold dogs and cats 

during the stray hold period provided for in Section 4-12 and to return such animals to 

their owners or make such animals available for adoption in accordance with this chapter 

and any rules adopted by the Director to implement the stray hold partner program. 

TNVR, also known as Trap, Neuter (sterilize), Vaccinate, Return, shall mean a program 

whereby an un-owned free-roaming cat is humanely trapped, sterilized, implanted with 

an EAID, vaccinated against the threat of rabies, ear-tipped and returned to field. 

Unaltered shall mean an animal that has not been sterilized. 
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340 Unprovoked shall mean carried out without cause or reason. For the purpose of this 

341 chapter, an act is "unprovoked" if not instigated by the victim, whether the victim is a 

342 person or domestic animal. 

343 Section 3. Females in heat. 

344 The owner or keeper of a female dog or cat in heat (estrus) shall humanely and securely confine 

345 such dog or cat indoors or in an enclosed and locked pen or structure to prevent the entry of a 

346 male dog or cat and to prevent the female in heat from escaping. The only exception to this 

347 section is controlled and intentional breeding after acquisition of either a Hobby breeder or 

348 Commercial breeder permit. 

349 Section 4. Dog and~c~at control. 

350 (a) 

351 

352 

353 

354 

355 

356 

357 

358 

359 

360 

361 

362 

363 

364 (b) 

365 

366 

367 

368 

369 

370 

Dogs. It shall be unlawful for any dog to be off the owner's property (which property is 

exclusive to the owner) unless the dog is under the restraint or control of a person by means 

of a leash or other device such as a cage, crate or vehicle in accordance with section 4-23, 

Animal care; manner of keeping. Dogs shall be exempted from the provisions of this 

subsection when: 

(I) Being used by law enforcement to perform law enforcement services; 

(2) Performing services as a service animal, when necessary to be off leash to perform such 

services; 

(3) Within a public space designated for dogs to be off-leash such as a dog park or public 

beach that allows dogs, provided the handler adheres to all rules instituted for such 

space; or 

( 4) Engaged in herding, hunting, registered field trials, obedience trials or an American 

Kennel Club or other similarly recognized show or competition and on property that 

they are lawfully permitted to be on. 

A fine schedule for violations of this section shall be established by the Board by resolution. 

As a means to encourage owners to sterilize dogs, the following additional procedure has 

been implemented: When a first offense citation is issued to an owner of an unsterilized dog 

for violating paragraph (a) above, the Division is authorized to hold the citation for fifteen 

(15) calendar days, allowing time for the owner to have said dog sterilized. If proof of 

sterilization is presented to the Division in this time period, the citation shall not be processed 

through the County court system, thus waiving the citation fine for the owner. If the Division 
11 



371 
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373 
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377 

378 

379 

380 

381 

382 

383 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

is not presented proof of sterilization within fifteen (I 5) calendar days, the citation will be 

processed. 

Any dog found off the owner's property in violation of this section may be impounded by 

the Division and held for possible redemption in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption 

and adoption. 

Any dog or cat that has bitten, attacked or threatened to bite or attack a human being or 

domestic animal while off the owner's property (which property is exclusive to the owner) 

may be impounded by the Division and held for possible redemption in accordance with 

section 4-12, Redemption and adoption. Such dog or cat may be removed from the owner's 

property and impounded unless confined in a humane manner. 

Any violation of this section that results in a human being or another domestic animal being 

injured and/or a vehicle accident, may result in a citation being issued with an enhanced 

penalty. 

384 Section 5. Animals creating nuisances. 

385 (a) 

386 

387 

388 

389 

390 

391 

392 

393 (b) 

394 

395 

396 

397 

398 

399 

The owner having control or custody of any dog, cat or psittacine bird that: 

(1) Habitually barks, whines, howls, squawks or causes other objectionable oral noise 

resulting in a serious annoyance to a reasonable person, shall be deemed to be 

committing an act in violation of this section; or 

(2) Disturbs the peace by habitually or repeatedly destroying, desecrating or soiling 

public or private property, chasing persons, livestock, cars or other vehicles, running 

at large, or other behavior that interferes with the reasonable use and enjoyment of 

the property, shall constitute a public nuisance. 

An animal control officer shall investigate an alleged violation of this section upon the 

receipt of two (2) sworn affidavits of complaint provided by the Division, signed by two 

(2) unrelated County residents living in separate dwellings no more than 1000 feet from 

the alleged violation. For the enforcement of paragraph (a)(2) herein, one (I) of the 

affidavits may be provided by a person who works for a recognized business or agency 

that regularly or frequently provides service in the close vicinity of the alleged violation. 

The affidavit shall specify the address or location of the alleged violation, the nature, time 

12 



400 

401 

402 (c) 

403 

404 

405 

406 

407 

408 

409 

410 

411 

412 

413 

414 

415 

416 

417 

418 

419 

420 

421 

422 

423 

424 

425 

426 

427 

428 

429 

and date(s) of the act, the name and address of the owner or custodian, if known, and a 

description of the animal, if known. 

An animal control officer, upon the receipt of two (2) sworn affidavits of complaint as 

provided for in paragraph (b) herein, may issue a citation to the owner or custodian of any 

animal alleged to be in violation of this section. 

(1) Prior to enforcement action being taken, the animal control officer will mail a 

warning letter to the address where the animal resides. If the issue involves 

nuisance noise, the owner will be given 30 days to resolve the nuisance, 

however for all other forms of nuisance, the expectation shall be immediate 

correction. 

(2) If nuisance noise violations persist and are reported to the Division by the 

affiants between 31-90 days following the issuance of a warning letter, the letter 

will be deemed ineffective and a 1st offense citation will be issued based on the 

original affidavits. 

(3) If continued nuisance noise violations are not reported until after 90 days of the 

issuance of a violation letter, new affidavits will be required to support the new 

time period, and a 1st offense citation will then be issued. 

( 4) Following the issuance of any citation for nuisance noise violations, the pet owner 

shall correct the violation immediately. If the issue is not corrected, the affected 

parties will be required to submit new affidavits, for the new time period, and 

additional citations will be issued. 

Section 6. Scientific experimentation/animals as prizes. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, organization or corporation to deliver, sell, 

offer or give any animal to any person, firm, organization or corporation for scientific 

experimentation which involves any cruel or inhumane treatment. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for the Division to deliver, sell, offer or give any live animal to any 

person, firm, organization or corporation for scientific experimentation. 

( c) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, organization or corporation to conduct 

scientific experimentation on animals which involves any cruel or inhumane treatment. 

13 



430 (d) It shall be unlawful for any person or organization whether for profit, nonprofit, charity 

431 or any other purpose to offer an animal as a prize in response to participation in a game, 

432 contest, raffle, drawing of chance or any other similar event. 

433 Section 7. Injured animals, action required. 

434 (a) It shall be unlawful for any person injuring any animal by any means, to fail to notify 

435 immediately the owner of the animal, the Division, or the appropriate police 

436 department if in an incorporated municipality, or the sheriff's office if in an 

4 3 7 unincorporated area. 

438 (b) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any injured animal to fail to provide veterinary 

439 care for that animal. Over the counter medications and holistic remedies may not be 

440 considered sufficient for the injuries sustained, unless directed by a Veterinarian 

441 licensed to practice in the state of Florida. 

442 Section 8. Keeping/adopting stray animals. 

443 (a) It shall be unlawful for any person in the County to harbor or keep any stray or 

444 apparently lost animal unless he/she has notified the Division within twenty-four (24) 

445 hours from the time such animal came into his/her possession. Legal notification to the 

446 Division shall include effective communication with the Division's Lost and Found 

447 Coordinators and/or by properly using the Division's online Lost and Found portal. 

448 (b) The Division, at its sole discretion, may permit a person who possesses a stray, or 

449 apparently lost animal, to keep the animal during the redemption period provided for in 

450 Section 4-12, Redemption and Adoption, provided that such person complies with all 

451 of the following: 

452 (1) Within 48 hours, take the found stray animal to the Division, other authorized stray 

453 holding partner, or veterinary office to be scanned for an electronic animal identification 

454 device (EAID) and checked for a tattoo. Proof must be presented to the Division that 

455 these requirements have been met. 

456 (2) Within 48 hours, provide the Division with clear identifying color photographs showing 

457 the animal from a side view and a front view. Each photograph must be of sufficient 

458 quality for an owner to clearly recognize the animal (if electronic a minimum of 1280 x 

459 960 pixels). 
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460 (3) If the animal is or becomes injured or sick the person in possession of the animal shall 

461 obtain necessary veterinary care for the animal or bring the animal to the Division so 

462 that appropriate care may be provided. If the animal is brought to the Division for 

463 veterinary care, the Division will determine whether the animal may be returned to said 

464 person. 

465 (4) Relinquish the animal to the Division for return to its owner after proof of ownership 

466 has been demonstrated and/or to the Division upon request for any reason. 

467 ( c) A person who finds or cares for a stray or apparently lost animal who wishes to adopt 

468 the animal, after the above process has been followed and no owner has come forward, 

469 must: 

470 a. Submit an application to the Division and pay any applicable fees; 

471 b. Obtain a rabies inoculation and County tag for the animal, if applicable; 

4 72 c. Have the animal sterilized; and 

473 d. Have the animal implanted with an electronic animal identification device (EAID). 

474 A prospective adopter, at his/her option and expense, may make an appointment at the 

475 Division to secure the above-cited services or may secure these services through a 

476 private veterinarian. If a dog or cat is adopted prior to sterilization, the adopter shall 

4 77 enter into a consent agreement between the Director or designee and the adopter 

478 guaranteeing that sterilization will be performed within 30 days of adoption and pay a 

479 deposit in accordance with Section 823.15, Florida Statutes. The deposit will be 

480 refunded upon the Division's receipt of evidence from the veterinarian performing the 

481 sterilization that the dog or cat has been sterilized. The requirements herein must be 

482 secured within thirty (30) calendar days after the Division approves the adoption 

483 application. Extensions may be granted by the Division for reasonable requests. Any 

484 deviation from these adoption requirements by the potential adopter will void the 

485 adoption, in which case the animal must be immediately relinquished to the Division. 

486 At its discretion, the Division may refuse an adoption of an animal if it is determined that 

487 the adoption is not in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and general 

488 welfare of the public. Factors to be considered may include those factors set forth in 

489 section 4-12(d), Redemption and adoption, of this chapter. 
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490 

491 

492 

493 

494 

495 

496 

497 

498 

499 

500 

501 

502 

503 

504 

505 

506 

507 

508 

509 

510 

511 

512 

513 

514 

515 

516 

517 

518 

519 

520 

Section 9. Animal waste. 

The owner of every dog and cat shall be responsible for the removal of any feces deposited 

by his/her animal on public property, public walks, public beaches, recreation areas, 

common areas, or private property of others. 

Section 10. Rabies vaccinations. 

(a) Every person who is the owner of any dog, or cat, or ferret shall have such animal 

vaccinated against rabies with a vaccine approved by the United States Department of 

Agriculture in accordance with F.S. § 828.30. The duration of the vaccination shall be 

according to the approved label accompanying the vaccine as it applies to the particular 

species and age of the dog, or cat, or ferret. 

(b) Every person who visits the County with any dog or cat for a period of thirty (30) 

calendar days or less shall be deemed in compliance with this section by furnishing a 

current, valid certificate of rabies vaccination issued in accordance with the laws of the 

jurisdiction in which they permanently reside. Dogs and cats without a current 

certificate of rabies vaccination must receive a rabies inoculation and be issued a County 

vaccination certificate. 

( c) Every dog or cat that is relocated to the County for a period of more than thirty (30) 

calendar days, must have a current valid certificate of rabies vaccination. The 

information contained on that certificate must be substantially the same as the County 

rabies vaccination certificate or the dog and/or cat owner must secure a rabies 

vaccination and a County certificate of vaccination. 

( d) Evidence of a rabies vaccination shall consist of a fully completed County rabies 

vaccination certificate signed by the veterinarian administering the vaccine. The 

Division shall provide the certificates to be used by the veterinarians. One (1) copy of 

the certificate shall be retained by the veterinarian for at least one (1) year after the 

vaccination expires and the other copies shall be distributed by the veterinarian to the 

owner and animal care and control as directed by the Division. 

( e) As a means to encourage owners to vaccinate their dogs and cats against rabies: When 

a first offense citation is issued to an owner of an unvaccinated dog or cat the Division 

is authorized to hold the citation for fifteen (15) calendar days, allowing time for the 

owner to have said dog or cat vaccinated. If proof of vaccination is presented to the 
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521 Division within this time period, the citation will be administratively dismissed by the 

522 Division. If the Division is not presented proof of vaccination within fifteen (15) 

523 calendar days, the citation will be processed. 

524 Section 11. Dog and cat rabies/license tags. 

525 (a) Dogs and cats. 

526 

527 

528 

529 

530 

531 

532 

533 

534 

535 

536 

537 

538 

539 

540 

541 

542 

543 

544 

545 

546 

547 

548 

549 

550 

551 

(1) Every person who is the owner of any dog or cat four ( 4) months of age or older 

shall secure from the Division or an authorized veterinarian/clinic a rabies/license tag 

in accordance with the schedule in subsection (a)(6). The Division shall provide suitable 

tags for sale through authorized veterinarians/clinics. 

(2) No rabies/license tag shall be issued or renewed until evidence of vaccination for 

rabies by a licensed veterinarian has been presented. Upon vaccinating a dog or cat 

against rabies, authorized veterinarians/clinics shall have available for purchase by the 

owner, a County rabies/license tag. The rabies/license tag shall be valid for one of the 

following: one (1) year from the date of vaccination and must be renewed annually if 

the rabies vaccination is only approved for one (1) year; three (3) years from the date of 

vaccination and must be renewed every three (3) years if the rabies vaccination is 

approved for three (3) years; or a lifetime if the pet receives a three (3) year vaccination 

and maintains current rabies vaccinations for the pet's lifetime with proof sent to the 

Division within 30 days of each vaccination date and the pet has a microchip (EAID) 

registered with the Division. No rabies/license tag shall be valid after the expiration of 

the rabies vaccination, regardless of the date of issuance. 

(3) Failure to secure and purchase a new license tag within thirty (30) calendar days 

after the previous tag expires will result in a late penalty. The Board is hereby authorized 

to establish by resolution the cost for the late penalty. Failure to secure and purchase a 

new license tag within 30 days after a three (3) year vaccination or to comply with all 

conditions set forth in Section 4-11(2) will result in the loss of the lifetime tag option. 

(4) All dogs shall be required to wear a valid County license tag. The license tag shall 

be securely fastened about the dog's neck by a collar, harness or other substantial device 

so as to be clearly visible at all times. Dogs housed in a secure enclosure may be exempt 

from wearing the required license tag while kept in the enclosure, as long as the tag is 

securely fastened to a collar/harness and that device is attached to the enclosure. Dogs 
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552 

553 

554 

555 

556 

557 

558 

559 

560 

561 

562 

563 

564 

565 

566 

567 

568 

569 

570 

571 

572 

573 

574 

575 

576 

577 

578 

579 

580 (b) 

581 

participating in a registered field trial, obedience trial, conformation show and/or match 

are not required to wear such tags during the time of the event. 

( 5) All cats, other than community cats, shall be required to wear a valid County 

license tag. The license tag shall be securely fastened around the cat's neck by a collar, 

harness or other substantial device so as to be clearly visible at all times. Cats, other 

than community cats, may be exempt from wearing the required license tag while kept 

in a secure enclosure as long as the tag is securely attached to the enclosure or while 

within the owner's residence as long as the tag is provided to an officer upon request. 

( 6) Every person who owns a dog or cat in the County shall be required to secure a 

dog or cat rabies/license tag pursuant to the following schedule: 

a. On or before the date a dog or cat is four ( 4) months of age; 

b. Within thirty (30) calendar days of acquiring a dog or cat; or 

c. Within thirty (30) calendar days after a dog or cat enters the County. 

(7) All authorized veterinarians/clinics shall have County rabies/license tags 

available for purchase by dog or cat owners or their agents who present evidence to the 

veterinarian that the dog or cat has been vaccinated against rabies pursuant to section 4-

10, Rabies vaccinations. For a one-year or three-year vaccination, the effective date of 

the license tag shall be the date on which the dog or cat was last vaccinated against 

rabies. Persons purchasing lifetime tags are responsible for sending in proof of current 

rabies vaccination within thirty (30) calendar days of each vaccination to the Division 

to maintain the lifetime tag. Failure to do so will result in the loss of the lifetime tag. 

(8) Active law enforcement dogs that are currently owned by a Federal, State, County, 

or Municipal law enforcement agency are exempt from county license tag requirements. 

(9) In the event that a licensed veterinarian has determined that a rabies vaccination 

would endanger an animal's health because of age, infirmity, disability, illness, or other 

medical considerations, that animal will be exempt for the license tag requirement. 

However, such animal must be vaccinated against rabies and obtain a license tag as soon 

as its health permits. 

All authorized veterinarians/clinics and authorized representatives shall remit payment 

for rabies/license tags sold according to procedures established by the Division. All 
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582 authorized veterinarians/clinics and representatives are encouraged to issue one (1) 

583 business check monthly for rabies/license tags sold. Failure to follow the procedures 

584 established by the Division will result in the requirement that a business check from the 

585 authorized entity be issued to the Division on a monthly basis. A monthly rabies/license 

586 tag report form for purposes of tabulating tags sold and amount owed shall be supplied 

587 by the Division. 

588 ( c) Schedule of fees and payments. The Board is hereby authorized to establish by 

589 resolution: 

590 

591 

(1) 

(2) 

A schedule of fees for all license tags. 

A schedule of payments or handling fees to authorized veterinarians/clinics and 

592 representatives who participate in the sale of dog and cat license tags. 

593 ( d) General license tag requirements for dogs and cats. 

594 

595 

596 

597 

598 

599 

(!) The address of the owner shall be presumed to be the abode of the dog or cat. All 

changes of address must be reported to the Division within thirty (30) calendar days 

following such change. 

(2) Any changes of ownership of any dog or cat, be it by sale, transfer or otherwise, 

shall be reported in writing to the Division by the new owner within thirty (3 0) calendar 

days after ownership changes. 

600 ( e) As a means to encourage owners to license their dogs and cats: When a first offense 

60 I citation is issued to an owner of an unlicensed dog or cat, the Division is authorized to 

602 hold the citation for fifteen (15) calendar days, allowing time for the owner to have said 

603 dog or cat licensed. If proof of licensure is presented to the Division within this time 

604 period, the citation will be administratively dismissed by the Division. If the Division 

605 is not presented with proof of licensure within fifteen (15) calendar days, the citation 

606 will be processed. 

607 Section 12. Redemption and adoption. 

608 (a) Cats with an identified owner and dogs. All cats with an identified owner and dogs that 

609 have been impounded at the Division or at a stray holding partner site shall be held for 

610 redemption by the owner for 72 hours that the Division or stray holding partner is open 

611 for public access. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if a cat with an identified owner or 
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612 

613 

614 

615 

616 

617 

618 

619 

620 

621 

622 

623 

624 

625 

626 

627 

628 

629 

630 

631 

632 

633 

634 

635 

636 

637 

638 

639 

640 

641 

642 

643 

(b) 

dog is so injured or diseased as to appear to be suffering and it reasonably appears that 

such cat with an identified owner or dog is imminently near death or cannot be cured or 

rendered fit for service and the Division makes a reasonable and concerted, but 

unsuccessful, effort to locate the owner of the cat with an identified owner or dog or the 

owner's agent, then the Division, acting in good faith and upon reasonable belief, may 

humanely euthanize the cat with an identified owner or dog upon the advice of the 

Division's veterinarian. If the Division locates the owner or the owner's agent, the 

Division shall notify him or her of said cat's, or dog's location and condition and such 

person shall either immediately redeem and provide care for the cat or dog or relinquish 

the cat or dog to the Division. The Division shall be required to attempt to contact the 

owner of any cat with an identified owner or dog impounded wearing a tag, exhibiting 

a recognizable tattoo, or implanted with an electronic animal identification device 

(EAID). Those cats with an identified owner or dogs not claimed within 72 hours (that 

the Division or the stray holding partner is open for public access) by the owner shall 

become the property of the County or the stray holding partner and may be placed for 

adoption, transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization, 

placed in foster care or disposed of in a humane manner. Impounded cats with an 

identified owner or dogs that are infected with a contagious disease that poses a threat 

to the animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may be immediately humanely 

euthanized. The provisions of this section do not apply to community cats, which are 

addressed in section 4-3 5, Community cats. 

Cats without identification. All cats without identification such as a tag, a recognizable 

tattoo or EAID that are impounded by the Division will be immediately processed for 

adoption, returned to field, transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit 

organization or placed in foster care. Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever such cat 

is injured or diseased and appears to be suffering and it reasonably appears that such cat 

cannot be expeditiously cured, then the Division, acting in good faith and upon 

reasonable belief, may humanely euthanize the cat upon the advice of a veterinarian. 

Cats impounded under this subsection that are infected with a contagious disease that 

poses a significant threat to the animals or staff at the shelter or to the public may be 

immediately humanely euthanized. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 

the Division from humanely euthanizing any cat that is irremediably suffering. 
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644 ( c) Exotic animals. Any exotic animal that is impounded and believed to be an escaped pet, 

64 5 will be held for purposes of redemption for 72 hours that the Division is open for public 

646 access. If no owner has come forward during such time, the Division will permanently 

64 7 place the animal with an appropriate organization or euthanize it, if appropriate to do so 

648 depending on species and other factors. The Division reserves the right to immediately 

649 euthanize any invasive species that is impounded, if it is not believed to have an owner. 

650 Notwithstanding the foregoing, any other exotic species that may have specific permit 

651 requirements for possession with other State or Federal agencies and that the Division 

652 cannot satisfy, will immediately be transferred to appropriate facilities for disposition 

653 or humanely euthanized. 

654 ( d) Impounded animals shall be released when the following conditions have been satisfied: 

655 

656 

657 

658 

659 

660 

661 

662 

663 

664 

665 

666 

667 

668 

669 

670 

671 

672 

673 

674 

(1) Proof of ownership. Proof of ownership shall be established by way of a license 

and rabies vaccination certificate, bill of sale, photograph, affidavits from neighbors, or 

other reliable documentary evidence. The Division may also require a sworn statement 

of ownership. Failure to provide satisfactory proof of ownership shall constitute grounds 

for the Division to refuse to release an animal to a person claiming to be the owner. 

(2) Rabies vaccination and license tag. No dog or cat shall be released from the 

Division without a current rabies vaccination and license tag unless the Division's 

veterinarian has determined that the vaccination would endanger the animal's health 

because of age, infirmity, disability, illness or other medical considerations. Such 

animal must be vaccinated against rabies as soon as its health permits. Notwithstanding 

the foregoing, community cats must be vaccinated against rabies but are exempt from 

the requirement to obtain a license tag. 

(3) Electronic animal identification device (EAID). No dog or cat shall be released to 

the owner unless it has been implanted with an electronic animal identification device 

(EAID) at the owner's expense. No dog or cat shall be released for adoption unless it 

has been implanted with an EAID. 

(4) Fees and costs. The owner of an impounded animal shall pay all impoundment 

fees, daily boarding costs, medical expenses and other costs related to such 

impoundment prior to release of the animal. These fees shall be established by the 

Board. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the owner of an unaltered dog or cat agrees to 
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675 have the animal spayed or neutered prior to release from the Division, the owner shall 

67 6 pay the impoundment/redemption fee established by the Board for sterilized animals. 

677 During overcrowding crisis periods at the shelter, the Division shall have the ability to 

678 forgive some or all fees should the owner have a legitimate financial burden but is able 

679 to prove provision of the appropriate care of the animal. 

680 ( e) The Division shall have the authority to approve or decline the adoption or release of 

681 any animal in its custody or responsibility. At its discretion, the Division may refuse an 

682 adoption or the release of an animal if it is determined that the adoption or release is not 

683 in the best interest of the animal or the health, safety and general welfare of the public. 

684 Factors to be considered may include, but are not limited to the following: 

685 

686 

687 

688 

689 

690 

691 

692 

693 

694 

695 

696 

697 

698 

699 

700 

Property and/or lease restrictions. 

Insufficient personal identification or address verification. 

Previous or current reported animal offenses or citations. 

Failure to fulfill requirements of previous animal adoptions. 

Number of animals presently owned. 

Conditions under which the animal is to be housed. 

Disposition/temperament of animal. 

Observations and determination of field investigator. 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) Prior adjudication withheld on, plead nolo contendere, or convictions for of 

animal cruelty or abuse (with or without inclusion on the Florida Department of Law 

Enforcement's database of documented "Aggravated Animal Cruelty" offenders), 

sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or domestic violence. (I 0) 

removal of an animal for neglect or mistreatment under F.S. § 828.073. 

Prior 

(11) Relinquishment of ownership of an animal(s) within the past year or history of 

relinquishing ownership ofanimal(s) on more than one (I) occasion. 

(12) Outstanding fees, costs or fines owed to the Division. 

701 (f) All unsterilized dogs or cats released by the Division to owners with an agreement that 

702 the animal return for sterilization at a later time, must be brought back for sterilization 

703 as agreed or sterilized by a private veterinarian within the time limits prescribed by the 
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704 Division. Failure to sterilize any dog or cat as agreed at the time ofredemption, will be 

705 a violation of this section. 

706 Section 13. Adoption fees and sterilization requirements for dogs and cats. 

707 (a) The Division shall be responsible for sterilizing every dog and cat prior to release for 

708 adoption except those dogs or cats that are a medical or surgical risk or that are 

709 transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization that has agreed 

710 to have the dog/cat sterilized prior to adoption or return to field. Notwithstanding the 

711 foregoing, if an animal cannot be sterilized at the time of adoption due to a medical or 

712 surgical risk, the adopter shall execute a written agreement guaranteeing that 

713 sterilization will be performed within 3 0 days or prior to sexual maturity. The adopter 

714 shall provide a sufficient deposit as authorized by the Board by resolution, which deposit 

715 shall be refundable upon presentation to the Division of written evidence from the 

716 veterinarian performing the sterilization that the animal has been sterilized. Failure by 

717 the adopter to timely comply with the provisions of this paragraph shall result in the 

718 deposit being forfeited to the Division and shall be a violation of this Chapter. Any legal 

719 fees or court costs used for the enforcement of this paragraph are the responsibility of 

720 the adopter. Upon the request of a licensed veterinarian, and for a valid reason, the 

721 Division may extend the time limit within which the animal must be sterilized. 

722 (b) A fee for adoption shall be set by the Board by resolution. No portion of the adoption 

723 fee shall be refunded for sterilization performed by a private veterinarian. 

724 ( c) Any transfer of ownership of an adopted animal shall not occur until such animal has 

725 been sterilized and proof of sterilization has been provided to the Division. 

726 Section 14. Records. 

727 The Division shall keep records of the impoundment and disposition made of all animals 

728 under the control of the Division and shall record the relevant dates, names and 

729 addresses of persons to whom any animals are released. 

730 Section 15. Humane education. 

731 (a) It is hereby considered to be a valid public purpose to educate the population of the 

732 County concerning the law and the proper care and respect for animals. In accordance 
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73 3 with this duty, the Division shall make adequate provision for conducting appropriate 

734 educational programs. 

73 5 (b) In order to educate the population of the County concerning the law and the proper care 

736 and respect for animals, the Division may prepare educational material that may be 

73 7 provided to the public at no charge and post relevant information on its website. 

73 8 Section 16. Animal b_ites and quarantining; rabies control. 

739 (a) A rabies control program, including the investigation of all reported animal bites, may 

740 be carried out through a mutual agreement with the Florida Health Department using 

7 41 the requirements of Florida Department of Health Rules and Regulation, Chapter 64 D-

742 3, Florida Administrative Code, and this chapter as a basis for enforcement and program 

743 implementation. 

744 (b) Any dog, cat, or ferret without a current rabies vaccination that has bitten, is believed to 

7 45 have bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of having rabies 

7 46 shall be quarantined for rabies observation. The owner of such animal shall relinquish 

7 4 7 control of the animal for the purpose of quarantine at a location approved by the 

748 Division. The animal shall be quarantined at the owner's expense for a period of ten (I 0) 

7 49 days from the date of the bite. It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to surrender any 

750 such animal for rabies quarantine. Additionally, it shall be unlawful for any person to 

7 51 fail to inform the Division of any such animal's whereabouts if the owner has 

7 52 relinquished possession of said animal or caused said animal to be taken from the 

753 owner's premises. 

754 At the Division's and/or the County Florida Health Department's sole discretion, the 

7 5 5 animal may be allowed to complete the quarantine while secured inside the owner's 

7 56 home, if the animal's health could be compromised by completing the quarantine at the 

757 Division, the owner can sufficiently confine the animal, and if allowing a home 

758 quarantine will not pose a risk to public safety. Permission for a home quarantine may 

759 be revoked at any time. 

760 ( c) Any dog, cat, or ferret with a current documented rabies vaccination that has bitten, is 

761 believed to have bitten or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies may be quarantined 

762 at home. The Division and/or the County Florida Health Department shall have the 

763 authority to grant or deny permission for home quarantine privilege. If at any time 
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764 during the quarantine period the Division determines that the owner of the animal is not 

765 able to sufficiently confine the animal, the owner shall relinquish control of the animal 

766 to the Division. The animal will be confined in the custody of the Division or at an 

767 approved holding facility of a local veterinarian for the remainder of the quarantine 

768 period at the owner's expense. 

7 69 ( d) Any animal other than a dog, or cat, or ferret which has bitten, is believed to have bitten 

770 or has otherwise exposed a person to rabies or is suspected of rabies shall be 

771 relinquished into the custody of the Division by the owner pending a determination of 

772 final disposition by the Florida Health Department. 

773 ( e) It shall be unlawful for any person to feed or fail to take appropriate precautions to 

77 4 prevent unintentional feeding of any wild raccoon, fox or coyote. 

775 (f) The following fees shall be imposed, in amounts set forth by resolution of the Board, 

776 for carrying out the rabies control program: 

777 

778 

779 

780 

781 

782 

783 

784 

785 

786 

787 

788 

789 

790 

791 

792 

793 

794 

(1) Animal bite coordinator fee. Owners whose animals have been reported to have 

bitten any person, shall be charged a fee for the services of an animal bite coordinator. 

The animal bite coordinator gathers all necessary information by telephone, 

correspondence or records at the Division, to determine the vaccination status and 

quarantine requirements for the animal. Such fee shall not be assessed in those instances 

where the owner and the victim are the same, or within the immediate family or living 

in the same household and the animal has a current rabies vaccination. 

(2) Field officer fee. Owners whose animals have been reported to have bitten any 

person, shall be charged a fee, in addition to the Animal bite coordinator fee, when the 

animal bite coordinator conducts work, however is not able to obtain all necessary 

information pursuant to section 4-l 6(h)(l) herein and an animal control officer is 

dispatched to secure or obtain the required bite information. 

(3) Transportation fee. Owners whose animals have been reported to have bitten any 

person and who are required to have such animal quarantined at an approved quarantine 

facility, shall be charged a transportation fee when the situation requires transportation 

by the Division. 

(4) Quarantine release fee. At the end of each quarantine period for rabies 

observation, owners whose animals have been reported to have bitten any person are 
25 



795 

796 

797 

798 

799 

800 

801 

required to call the Division to verify that said animal is alive and healthy to assure that 

it is free of rabies infection. A quarantine release fee shall only be charged when the 

owner fails to call or the Division is unsuccessful at reaching the owner by phone within 

forty-eight ( 48) hours following the expiration of the quarantine period, requiring an 

animal control officer to be dispatched for the purpose of verifying that the animal is 

alive and well. 

(5) Quarantine at the Division fee. Owners whose animals are quarantined at the 

802 Division for a rabies quarantine shall be charged a quarantine fee, which shall be paid 

803 by the owner at the beginning for the quarantine period. The owner shall be responsible 

804 to pay for any medical care provided during the quarantine period at the conclusion of 

805 the quarantine period. 

806 (g) Except as provided in subsection (f)(5), an invoice reflecting fees imposed pursuant to 

807 this section shall be sent to the owner of the animal. Payment shall be made by the owner 

808 within thirty (30) days ofreceipt of said invoice. Unpaid fees may be sent to collections 

809 or collected by any means available at law. 

810 

811 

812 

813 

814 

815 

816 

817 

818 

819 

820 

821 

Section 17. Guard dogs. 

(a) Guard dog permit. 

(1) Any person seeking to operate a guard dog service or who owns a dog that such 

person is seeking to use for the purpose of defending, patrolling or protecting property 

or life at any nonresidential establishment in Palm Beach County shall obtain a guard 

dog permit. 

(2) A guard dog permit is valid for a period of twelve (12) months from the date of 

issuance and must be renewed annually. Renewal applications for permits shall be made 

at least thirty (30) days prior to expiration. 

(3) 

(4) 

A guard dog permit is not transferable, assignable, or refundable. 

The guard dog permit fee shall be established by the Board by resolution. 

822 (b) Obtaining a guard dog permit. 

823 

824 

(1) A person seeking a guard dog permit shall apply to the Division on a form 

approved by the Division. 
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825 

826 

827 

828 

829 

830 

831 

832 

833 

834 

835 

836 

837 

838 

839 

840 

841 

842 

843 

844 

845 

846 

847 

848 

849 

850 

851 

852 

853 

854 

(2) The permit application shall include but is not limited to the following 

information: 

a. The name, address and telephone number of the applicant and a 

description of the location( s) at which guard dogs will be maintained; 

b. A statement as to whether the applicant or any officer or employee of the 

guard dog service has ever been charged or convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, 

or plead nolo contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities 

involving animals, child abuse, or domestic violence or has had a final judgment entered 

against that person under Florida Statutes § 828.073 or any other statute prohibiting 

animal neglect or mistreatment. Case names and numbers must be included in the 

application; 

C. The breed, sex, age, color(s), guard dog license tag number, and electronic 

animal identification device (EAID) number of each dog that will be used as a guard 

dog; 

d. If applicable, a complete list containing the name, address, and telephone 

number of every customer procuring the use of a guard dog and the physical location of 

every guard dog (identified by license tag number), if different than the customer's 

address; 

e. The name, address and telephone number of the applicant's 

veterinarian(s); 

f. The name, address and telephone number(s) of the person(s) responsible 

for training and/or providing food, water, exercise and care to each guard dog; and 

g. If applicable, proof of business tax receipt from the Palm Beach County 

Tax Collector. 

(3) The permit applicant shall complete an application, supply all information 

requested by the Division, and pay the applicable permit fee established by the Board 

by resolution. No application shall be deemed complete and reviewable until the permit 

fee is paid. 

(4) Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30) days in order for applicants to 

make corrections to meet minimum compliance specifications. 
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855 ( c) Permit denial, revocation, and suspension. 

856 

857 

858 

859 

860 

861 

862 

863 

864 

865 

866 

867 

868 

869 

870 

871 

872 

873 

874 

875 

876 

(1) By notice of adverse action, the Division may deny, revoke or suspend any permit 

if it is determined by the Division that: 

a. There has been a material misstatement or misrepresentation in the permit 

application or in any information or documents required to be maintained or provided 

to the Division; 

b. The applicant/permit holder has been cited for at least two (2) violations of this 

chapter within a one-year period, each resulting in the imposition of a fine; 

c. The applicant/permit holder has failed to pay a fine or to request a hearing in 

County Court to answer the charges of a citation within thirty (30) days of issuance of 

the citation; 

d. The applicant/permit holder, his/her employee, or an officer of the guard dog 

service has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere 

to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, 

domestic violence, or has had a final judgment entered against him/her pursuant to 

Florida Statutes § 828.073 or a comparable statute; or 

e. An animal under the care and responsibility of an applicant/permit holder has been 

found to be in need of immediate veterinary care that, if not treated, would result in 

suffering, pain or death. 

f. The facility has unresolved citations for a violation of section 4-23, Animal care; 

marmer of keeping. 

(2) No permit fee shall be refunded for a permit that is revoked or suspended. For a 

877 permit that is denied after review and inspection, the permit fee shall be refunded as 

878 provided by the Board by resolution. 

879 ( d) Appeal process. 

880 

881 

882 

883 

884 

(1) Any applicant or permit holder who has been denied a permit or whose permit has 

been revoked or suspended may appeal the adverse action to a Special Master by filing 

a written notice of appeal and appeal bond with the Division within ten (10) days of 

issuance of the notice of adverse action. The Board of County Commissioners is hereby 

authorized to establish the amount of the appeal bond by resolution. The appeal bond 
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885 

886 

887 

888 

889 

890 

891 

892 

893 

shall be remitted to the Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a 

cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the County. 

(2) The appeal will be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30) calendar days after 

the applicant or permit holder has submitted a notice of appeal. The initial hearing on 

the appeal may be continued by the Division, the Special Master, or the applicant or 

permit holder beyond the thirty (30) calendar days for good cause shown. 

(3) Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before the Special Master shall be 

governed as provided in section 4-30, Animal Care and Control Special Master hearing. 

(4) The denial, revocation, or suspension of the permit shall be upheld or reversed by 

894 the Special Master. 

895 ( e) Requirements following notice of adverse action and/or appeal process. 

896 

897 

898 

899 

900 

901 

902 

903 

904 

905 

(1) If the notice of denial, revocation or suspension of a guard dog permit is not 

appealed within ten (10) days after the notice of adverse action is issued, the applicant 

or permit holder shall immediately cease and desist operation of a guard dog service or 

use of a guard dog for the purpose of defending, patrolling or protecting property or life 

at any nomesidential establishment in Palm Beach County. 

(2) Any person whose permit has been revoked may not reapply for a period of one 

(1) year. 

(3) Each reapplication for a permit shall be accompanied by a fee to be established 

by the Board by resolution. 

(4) Any person with a guilty adjudication of animal cruelty within the past five (5) 

906 years may not hold a permit to operate a guard dog service in the County. 

907 (f) Registration of guard dogs. 

908 

909 

910 

911 

912 

913 

(1) Guard dog services and guard dog owners shall annually register each guard dog 

owned or used in Palm Beach County with the Division. The registration shall include 

the following for each dog: 

a. Name, address and telephone number of the owner and/or manager; 

b. The breed, sex, weight, age and color(s) of the guard dog; 

c. A color photograph of the guard dog; 
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914 

915 

916 

917 

918 

919 

920 

921 

922 

923 

924 

925 

926 

927 

928 

929 

930 

931 

932 

933 

934 

935 

936 

937 

938 

939 

940 

941 

942 

943 

d. Other distinguishing physical features of the guard dog; 

e. Certification of rabies vaccination; 

f. The guard dog license tag number; 

g. The guard dog's electronic animal identification device number (EAID); 

h. Proof of ownership (i.e., bill of sale, receipt or notarized affidavit) including the 

name and address of the person from whom the dog was obtained; 

1. A notarized affidavit signed by the previous owner acknowledging that the dog 

will be used as a guard dog. This requirement may be waived if the dog has been 

previously registered to the guard dog owner for more than one (1) year in the County. 

J. A current certification from a veterinarian who is licensed in Florida stating that 

the guard dog has been examined and is healthy and physically fit to perform service as 

a guard dog. The owner shall obtain the certification form from the Division and shall 

provide it to the examining veterinarian for completion. 

(2) At least every six (6) months, each guard dog shall be examined by a veterinarian 

who is licensed in Florida to determine whether the dog is healthy and physically fit to 

perform service as a guard dog. The owner shall obtain the certification form from the 

Division, shall provide it to the examining veterinarian for completion, and, upon 

completion, shall provide it to the Division. 

(3) Newly acquired dogs shall be immediately vaccinated against rabies, tagged and 

registered with the Division as a guard dog before being used as a guard dog. 

(4) The fee to register a guard dog with the Division shall be established by the Board 

by resolution. 

(5) A guard dog license tag shall be an annual requirement. The guard dog license tag 

is available only through the Division. The fee for a guard dog license tag shall be 

established by the Board by resolution. The guard dog tag shall be worn at all times or 

shall be fastened to each guard dog's enclosure when the guard dog is inside it. 

(6) No dog shall be used as a guard dog unless and until the dog has been registered 

with the Division. 

(7) No dog shall be registered or used as a guard dog if a veterinarian deems that the 

dog is physically unfit to perform service as a guard dog. 
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944 

945 

946 

947 

(8) 

(9) 

No dog shall be used as a guard dog while it is pregnant or lactating. 

Each guard dog must be implanted with an EAID used and approved by the 

Division. 

(10) Maintenance of guard dog registration system; transfer, death, disappearance, and 

948 rabies inoculation as affecting registration system. The Division shall maintain a guard 

949 dog registration system which shall contain all data required by the Division. 

950 Immediately upon transfer of ownership, death or disappearance of a guard dog, the 

951 guard dog service or guard dog owner shall notify the Division. Upon receipt of the 

952 information, the appropriate entry shall be made in the guard dog registration system. If 

953 the dog has disappeared, an entry should be made to reflect the location of such 

954 disappearance. 

955 (g) Inspection/records. 

956 

957 

958 

959 

960 

961 

962 

963 

964 

965 

966 

967 

968 

969 

970 

971 

972 

(1) It shall be a condition of the issuance of any guard dog permit and guard dog 

registration that officers of the Division shall at any reasonable time, unarmounced, have 

the right to enter the premises and inspect: 

a. All dogs and all premises where such dogs are trained, in use, or kept. 

b. All records for each guard dog including but not limited to vaccination, veterinary, 

and medical treatment records. 

C. All records concerning the training, sale, or use of a guard dog. 

(2) Refusal to allow inspection of a guard dog, premises, or records shall be a 

violation of this chapter. 

(3) Guard dog services shall require any customer that procures the use of a guard 

dog to sign an agreement authorizing officers of the Division to perform unarmounced 

inspections of any guard dog and premises where the guard dog is being used as a guard 

dog. 

(4) Guard dog services shall maintain records identifying the name, address, and 

telephone number of each customer procuring the use of a guard dog and the physical 

location of each guard dog (with registration number), if different than the customer's 

address. 
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973 

974 

975 

976 

977 

978 

979 

980 

981 

982 

(5) On a bi-weekly basis, guard dog services shall provide the Division with complete 

records identifying the name, address, and telephone number of every customer 

procuring the use of a guard dog and the physical location of every guard dog (with 

license tag number). The method of reporting shall be as directed by the Division. 

(6) Guard dog services and guard dog owners shall immediately notify the Division 

in writing when a guard dog is temporarily or permanently removed from service due 

to sickness, injury, a medical condition, or death. 

(7) Guard dog services and guard dog owners shall maintain records of the • 

acquisition, transfer of ownership, death, or disappearance of a guard dog. 

(8) The records required to be maintained herein shall be maintained for a period of 

983 at least two (2) years from the date of creation and shall be provided to the Division 

984 upon request unless otherwise provided herein. 

985 (h) Transportation of guard dog. 

986 

987 

988 

989 

990 

991 

992 

993 

994 

995 

(I) Every vehicle transporting a guard dog must be clearly marked, showing that it is 

transporting a guard dog. A compartment separate from the driver is required and shall 

be arranged to ensure maximum ventilation for the dog. 

(2) No guard dog shall be transported in the trunk of a car. No guard dog shall be 

transported in the open bed of a truck unless the guard dog is inside a sturdy well­

ventilated crate that is large enough for the dog to comfortably stand up with its head 

fully raised and lie down and turn around and is securely fastened within the bed of the 

truck to prevent movement of the crate. The crate must be protected from the extremes 

in weather so as to not compromise the welfare of the guard dog. 

(3) No guard dog shall be transported in violation of section 4-23(h), Animal care; 

996 manner of keeping. 

997 (i) General requirements for guard dogs. 

998 (I) Guard dog enclosures shall be a minimum of one hundred (I 00) square feet if one 

999 (I) dog is present and one hundred fifty (150) square feet if two (2) dogs are present. 

1000 No more than two (2) dogs shall be maintained in an enclosure. 
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1001 

1002 

1003 

1004 

1005 

1006 

1007 

1008 

1009 

1010 

1011 

1012 

1013 

1014 

1015 

1016 

1017 

1018 

1019 

1020 

1021 

1022 

1023 

1024 

1025 

1026 

1027 

1028 

(2) Only compatible dogs may be kept in the same enclosure. Appropriate resources 

such as food, water, and bedding must be provided to minimize competition or resource 

guarding and ensure access by all cohoused animals. 

(3) Unaltered dogs of the opposite sex shall not be maintained in the same enclosure 

unless the guard dog service or guard dog owner has an appropriate breeding permit 

issued by the Division. 

(4) The guard dog enclosure shall be made of chain link or similar material with a 

solid roof over the entire enclosure. The enclosure shall contain a shelter inside the 

enclosure large enough to allow all dogs present to comfortably stand up, tum around 

and lie down in the shelter simultaneously. The shelter within the enclosure shall 

provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and direct effect of the wind and rain, 

a wind and rain break and provide ventilation. The shelter shall be raised off the ground 

at least six ( 6) inches, have a solid roof, have flooring made of a nonporous easily 

cleanable surface, have at least three (3) covered sides and an opening large enough for 

each guard dog to access the shelter, have adequate ventilation with windows or 

openings to allow air to circulate, and have fans or an air conditioning unit as required 

by this chapter. Enclosures or shelters that are covered on all sides in a manner that 

prevents adequate ventilation are prohibited. 

The enclosure and shelter within the enclosure must be structurally sound, kept in good 

repair, must be constructed and maintained such that it: 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

Has no sharp points or edges that could injure the dog. 

Protects the dog from injury. 

Enables the dog( s) to remain dry and clean. 

Provides shelter from extreme temperatures and weather conditions that 

may be uncomfortable or hazardous to the dog. 

Has floors that are constructed in a manner that protects the dog's feet and 

legs from injury, and that, if of mesh or slatted construction, does not allow 

the dog's feet to pass through any openings in the floor. 
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1030 

1031 

1032 

1033 

1034 

1035 

1036 
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1039 

1040 

1041 
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1050 
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1054 

1055 

1056 

1057 

1058 

1059 

(5) The enclosure shall have clean, dry bedding or a reasonably soft comfortable 

surface for each dog to lie down on to prevent a dog from getting calluses or pressure 

sores. 

(6) When the outdoor temperature rises above eighty-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit 

guard dogs must be provided air conditioning or, at minimum, one (1) twenty-inch 

electric fan directed into enclosure and one (I) twenty-inch electric fan directed into the 

shelter within the enclosure. When the temperatures fall below forty ( 40) degrees 

Fahrenheit, guard dogs must be moved indoors or provided adequate heating in their 

enclosure and shelter to maintain temperatures above forty-five (45) degrees Fahrenheit. 

(7) Guard dog enclosures and the area immediately surrounding the enclosures shall 

be cleaned at least once a day to remove any food waste and excrement to prevent soiling 

of the dogs and to reduce disease hazards, insects, pests, and odors. Standing water must 

be removed, and animals must be protected from corning into contact with contaminated 

water and other waste during cleaning. All surfaces corning into contact with a guard 

dog including the primary enclosure and food and water receptacles must be 

appropriately sanitized at least weekly but as often as necessary to prevent accumulation 

of dirt, debris, food waste, excreta, and other disease hazards. Materials that cannot be 

sanitized via live steam under pressure washing with hot 180F water and soap or 

detergent, or use of a detergent/disinfection product followed by a clean water rinse, 

must be sanitized by removal of contaminated material such as gravel, grass, sand, earth 

or absorbent bedding. All excrement and waste shall be removed from the property. 

(8) Guard dogs shall be provided with easy and convenient access to clean food and 

water. Dogs must be fed at least once a day. The food must be uncontaminated, 

wholesome, palatable, and of sufficient quantity and nutritive value to maintain the 

normal condition and weight of the animal. The diet must be appropriate for the 

individual animal's age and condition. Each guard dog enclosure shall be checked three 

(3) times a day to ensure that clean fresh water is available. 

(9) Each guard dog shall be examined daily for signs of illness or injury. Any guard 

dog that is sick, injured, lame, or diseased shall be immediately examined by a licensed 

veterinarian and removed from use as a guard dog until deemed healthy by the 

veterinarian. If, during an inspection, the Division determines that a guard dog on 
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1085 

1086 
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1089 

commercial premises is sick, injured, lame, or diseased, the dog shall be immediately 

impounded by the Division and may be redeemed in accordance with section 4-12, 

Redemption and adoption, unless a petition is filed under Florida Statutes § 828.073. 

(10) Guard dogs maintained in an enclosure shall have at least one-half(½) hour of 

exercise within each twelve (12) hours of confinement. Guard dog services and guard 

dog owners shall maintain a daily record identifying each guard dog by license tag 

number and providing the date, time, location, and name of the person who exercised 

the guard dog. 

(11) Guard dogs must be given a humane existence, and shall at all times be maintained 

in accordance with section 4-23, Animal care; manner of keeping, unless otherwise 

specified in this section. 

(12) Any person who uses the service of a guard dog shall be responsible to assure that 

the guard dog is provided a humane existence in accordance with section 4-23, Animal 

care; manner of keeping, unless otherwise specified in this section, and shall 

immediately contact the Division to report any guard dog that is sick, diseased, lame or 

injured. 

(13) Any guard dog on commercial premises that is not registered as a guard dog shall 

be impounded by the Division and may be redeemed in accordance with section 4-12, 

Redemption and adoption. 

(14) Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog to patrol the premises after 

that business's operating hours shall provide adequate fencing or some other confining 

structure to keep the guard dog within the premises. 

(15) Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog on commercial premises 

shall at each entry point and at fifty-foot intervals along the property's fence perimeter, 

post a readily visible sign including the words "Guard Dog." 

(16) Entry points of commercial premises that use a guard dog shall have a sign posted 

with the telephone number of the guard dog's trainer, handler and/or owner in case of 

an emergency. 

(17) Each person or business that rents or uses a guard dog on commercial premises 

shall at each entry point and on the guard dog enclosure post a readily visible sign that 
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1090 

1091 

1092 

notifies members of the public to report guard dog complaints to the Division. Such 

signs will be available through the Division for a fee set by the Board by resolution. 

(18) No dog that has been classified as "aggressive" or "dangerous" by the Division 

1093 shall be used as a guard dog. 

1094 Section l8-~E:yictions, incarcerations, community service adjudications, and other 

1095 involuntary occurrences; effect on animals. 

1096 In cases of evictions, incarcerations, hospitalizations, death, adjudications of hardship or the 

1097 like from the Florida Department of Children and Families or other such community 

1098 service agencies, and/or other involuntary occurrences whereby the owner of an animal 

1099 is unavailable or unable to care for an animal and such animal is impounded by the 

1100 Division, the Division shall have the authority to place the animal for adoption transfer 

1101 the animal to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization or dispose of 

1102 such animal in a humane manner, when the following conditions are met: 

1103 

1104 

1105 

1106 

(I) Prior to the Division's taking any action as described herein, written notice of the 

Division's intent will be provided to the owner of the animal by hand delivery or by mail 

at the address on file with the Division or at the last known address. 

(2) The owner of the animal shall have five (5) business days from the date of the 

1107 Division's notice to make proper arrangements for the care of the animal, be it by 

1108 personal claim or otherwise. If the owner does not make such arrangements for the care 

1109 of the animal within the aforementioned time period, the animal shall become the 

1110 property of the County. 

1111 Section 19. Disposal of bodies of dead animals. 

1112 (a) Any owner of any animal, upon the death of such animal, shall immediately dispose of 

1113 the carcass by burning, burying at least two (2) feet below the surface of the ground, 

1114 providing the animal to a company licensed to perform cremation or other disposal, or 

1115 other method of disposal authorized by law. 

1116 (b) It is unlawful to dispose of the carcass of any animal by dumping such carcass on any 

1117 public or private property, or in any place where such carcass can be eaten by another 

1118 animal. 
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1119 

1120 

1121 

1122 

1123 

1124 

1125 

1126 

1127 

1128 

1129 

1130 

1131 

1132 
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1134 

1135 

1136 

1137 

1138 

1139 

1140 

1141 

1142 

1143 

1144 

1145 

1146 

1147 

1148 

( c) Any owner of any animal shall be responsible for the costs of disposing of the animal 

in instances where the Division disposes of the animal due to any emergency or the 

owner's failure to act. The costs of disposal shall be established by the Board by 

resolution. 

Section 20. Livestock. 

(a) Livestock fences. Every owner oflivestock shall erect and/or maintain a fence to contain 

and confine all livestock kept or maintained on his/her premises. Such fence shall be 

sufficiently strong and substantial so as to prevent egress oflivestock. Failure to so erect 

and/or maintain the fence in reasonably good condition shall be deemed a violation of 

this chapter. The owner of livestock shall, within twenty-four (24) hours of initial 

warning from the Division, repair or erect a fence and/or make arrangements for the 

placement oflivestock so as to have the livestock confined. If the fence is not repaired 

or erected, or arrangements have not been made for the placement of livestock within 

the twenty-four-hour period, the owner may receive a civil citation. 

(b) Livestock at large. Any owner of livestock who unlawfully, intentionally, knowingly or 

negligently permits the same to run at large or stray upon any street, roadway, right-of­

way, other public area or the private property of another without consent shall be 

deemed to be in violation of this chapter. 

( c) Livestock impounded at the Division, with the exception of cattle, shall be held for 

redemption by the owner for a minimum of72 hours. Livestock not claimed within 72 

hours (that the Division is open for public access) by the owner shall become the 

property of the County and may be placed for adoption, transferred to a humane society 

or private animal nonprofit organization, placed in foster care or disposed of in a 

humane manner. 

( c) Livestock maintained on vacant land. Every owner of livestock maintained on vacant 

land shall post a reference number lodged with the Division that will link to the 

individual's contact information. This reference number will be posted at every gate 

and/or access point to the property. No phone numbers other than the Division's contact 

number will be listed on the sign along with the reference number. 

( d) Equine infectious anemia/Coggins. 
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1149 

1150 

1151 
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1160 

1161 

1162 

1163 

1164 

1165 

(1) All horses moving within the County must have a report of a negative Coggins 

(EIA) test conducted within the previous twelve (12) months. A foal under six (6) 

months of age, is exempted from test requirements when accompanied by its dam which 

has a report of a negative Coggins test conducted within the past twelve (12) months. 

(2) All horses must have a report of a negative Coggins test conducted within the 

previous twelve (12) months for change of ownership. The negative Coggins test report 

must be provided to the new owner or custodian at the time of change of location or 

ownership. 

Section~21.~Numbel"' of animals; acreage restrictions/excess animal habitats. 

(a) The chart set forth below prescribes the maximum number of dogs and/or cats, other 

than community cats, per specified acreage restrictions: 

Number of Dogs 

and/or Cats Less Than 1.5 Acres 1.5 to Less Than 2.5 Acres 2.5 or More Acres 

1-10 dogs and/or cats Allowed 

11-20 dogs and/or cats Prohibited 

21-30 dogs and/or cats Prohibited 

Allowed 

Allowed 

Prohibited 

Allowed 

Allowed 

Allowed 

1166 Acreage determination excludes easements for roads or other areas that must allow public 

1167 egress and ingress. All property must be contiguous. 

1168 (b) References to dogs and cats only refer to dogs and cats older than four (4) months. There 

1169 are no restrictions on the number of dogs and cats younger than four ( 4) months old that 

1170 can be on the premises. 

1171 ( c) If it is determined that a person is in violation of this section, such person shall be 

1172 allowed thirty (3 0) days from the notice of violation to cure same. 

1173 (d) Any person who wishes to exceed the maximum number of thirty (30) dogs and/or cats 

1174 on two and one-half(2.5) acres or more must apply to the Division for a special "excess 

1175 animal habitat" permit. The owner must comply with all animal care standards as 

1176 required in section 4-22 and 4-23 of this chapter. Public animal shelters and humane 
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1177 societies in compliance with local zoning laws are exempt from animal acreage 

1178 requirements provided they are on a minimum of one (1) acre. 

1179 (e) Unowned community cats, when not contained to the property, are not to be counted in 

1180 the number of animals present. 

1181 (f) All animals on a property, no matter the size of the property, must be provided at least 

1182 with the minimum physiological and psychological elements for humane care as noted 

1183 in Section 4-23. 

1184 Section 22. Animal Establishments. 

1185 (a) Applicability of this chapter and other laws. 

1186 

1187 

1188 

1189 

1190 

1191 

1192 

1193 

1194 

1195 

(1) The requirements within this chapter are in addition to any requirements that may 

be set forth in: Florida Statutes, Ch. 588, "Livestock at Large"; Florida Statutes, Ch. 

585, "Animal Industry"; Florida Statutes, Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals"; Florida 

Department of Health and Rules and Regulations Chapter 64D-3 Florida Administrative 

Code, Control of Communicable Diseases and Conditions Which May Significantly 

Affect Public Health"; Unified Land Development Code of Palm Beach County as 

adopted by Ordinance 92-20, as amended or recodified; Palm Beach County Ordinance 

No. 72-7, as amended, "Business Taxes"; and any and all other applicable rules and 

regulations, policies, ordinances, and local, state, or federal laws. 

(2) This section shall not be interpreted to require a permit from a veterinary 

1196 clinic/hospital, for medical services regulated by the Department of Business and 

1197 Professional Regulation; however, veterinary clinics/hospitals providing services, 

1198 including but not limited to, boarding, grooming, and training unrelated to medical 

1199 treatment must obtain an appropriate permit. All other animal establishments as defined 

1200 in this chapter are required to secure a permit. 

120 I (b) Permit procedures and requirements. 

1202 

1203 

1204 

1205 

1206 

(1) No person shall operate, solicit business, or advertise an animal establishment 

without first obtaining an operational permit (hereinafter, "permit") issued by the 

Division. 

(2) Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30) days in order for applicants to 

make corrections to meet minimum compliance specifications. A permit shall be issued 
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1207 

1208 

1209 

1210 

1211 

1212 

1213 

1214 

1215 

1216 

1217 

1218 

1219 

1220 

1221 

1222 

1223 

1224 

1225 

1226 

1227 

1228 

1229 

1230 

1231 

1232 

1233 

1234 

only after the Division completes an inspection and determines that the minimum 

requirements and standards, as set forth herein have been met. No permit shall be issued 

until receipt of payment of the applicable fee. The permit shall be prominently displayed 

on the premises where animals are located. The cost of a permit and other related fees 

shall be established by the Board by resolution. 

(3) The permit is valid for a period of one (1) year from the date of issue, unless 

otherwise stated or revoked. The permit must be renewed annually. Said permit is not 

transferable, assignable or refundable except as specifically provided for herein. 

Renewal applications for permits shall be made at least thirty (30) days prior to the 

expiration date. The Board shall by resolution establish late fees for untimely permit 

renewal applications. Failure to timely apply for a permit renewal may result in a lapse 

in the permit. 

(4) A new animal establishment shall use its initial permit issue date as the 

anniversary date for the purposes of permit expiration and renewal. 

(5) Each separate place of business or property shall be required to have a permit. 

Each individual mobile grooming unit shall be subject to inspection and shall be 

required to have a separate permit. 

(6) If there is a change in ownership of any animal establishment, the new owner shall 

obtain a permit. 

(7) It shall be a condition of the issuance of any permit that the Division shall be 

allowed, at any reasonable time, to inspect without notice, all domestic animals, all 

premises where animals are kept, all records pertaining to such animals, and all records 

pertaining to the business. 

(8) No permit shall be issued without written approval from the Palm Beach County 

Zoning Division or the applicable municipal zoning office to confirm that the animal 

establishment may legally operate at the proposed location. 

(9) An animal control officer may conduct an investigation of any complaint 

concerning any animal establishment within the County. 
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1235 

1236 

1237 

1238 

1239 

1240 

1241 

1242 

1243 

1244 

1245 

1246 

1247 

1248 

1249 

1250 

1251 

1252 

1253 

1254 

1255 

1256 

1257 

1258 

1259 

1260 

1261 

1262 

1263 

1264 

(10) If an inspection of an animal establislnnent reveals noncompliance with this 

chapter, an animal control officer may issue a citation, setting forth the name of the 

establislnnent being cited, to owners or managers of an animal establislnnent. 

(11) By notice of adverse action, the Division may deny, revoke or suspend any permit 

if it is determined that: 

a. There has been a material misstatement or misrepresentation in the permit 

application or the permit has been transferred in an effort to avoid the requirements of 

this chapter; 

b. The permit holder/applicant/corporation/officer of the corporation has 

been cited for at least two (2) major violations or five (5) minor violations, within a five­

year period, each resulting in the imposition of a fine; 

C. The permit holder/applicant has outstanding and unsatisfied civil penalties 

imposed due to a violation of this chapter; 

d. The permit holder/applicant or a member of the household if a home-based 

business has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere 

to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, 

or domestic violence; 

e. An animal under the care and responsibility of a permit holder/applicant 

has been found to be in need of immediate veterinary care that, if not treated, would 

result in suffering, pain or death; 

f. The permit holder/applicant and/or his/her/its employees/agents refuses to 

allow the inspection of the premises or the records required to be maintained by this 

chapter or by state law; 

g. The permit holder/applicant or a member of the household if a home-based 

business has had a final judgment entered against him/her/it based upon a finding of 

animal neglect or mistreatment pursuant to Florida Statutes § 828.073 or comparable 

statute; or 

h. The permit holder/applicant knowingly employs/employed an employee 

who has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere to a 

crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or 
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1265 

1266 

1267 

1268 

1269 

1270 

1271 

1272 

1273 

1274 

1275 

1276 

1277 

1278 

1279 

1280 

1281 

1282 

1283 

1284 

1285 

1286 

1287 

1288 

1289 

1290 

domestic violence or who has had a final judgment entered against him/her based upon 

a finding of animal neglect or mistreatment pursuant to Florida Statutes § 828.073 or 

comparable statute. 

I. The permit holder/applicant/company/parent company/subsidiary 

company has been convicted or found guilty in a criminal or civil lawsuit of selling 

animals known to be ill; deceptive sales/trade practices; racketeering; 

misrepresentation; false statement; failure to honor warranties; violation of Section 

828 .29, Florida Statutes, or similar law. 

J. The permit holder/applicant purchased an animal from a source pending, 

open, unresolved violations oflocal, state, or federal animal welfare laws. 

(12) No permit fee shall be refunded for a permit that is revoked or suspended. For a 

permit that is denied after review and inspection, the permit fee shall be refunded as 

provided by the Board by resolution. 

(13) After October I, 2016, no new permit shall be approved for any pet shop or pet 

dealer that offers for sale dogs or cats. Notwithstanding the foregoing, existing pet shops 

or pet dealers that offer for sale dogs or cats may renew their pet shop operating permit 

or relocate the business provided they are in compliance with this chapter and may 

transfer, assign or sell their business provided that the transferee, assignee or new owner 

meets all requirements for licensure under this chapter. After October I, 2016, any pet 

shop or pet dealer that offers for sale dogs or cats shall not open additional stores or 

operate from additional business premises. 

(14) No cat shall be bred unless it is a pedigreed cat registered as such with the Cat 

Fancier Association or the International Cat Association. No permit shall be issued for 

any commercial cat breeding operation unless the cats to be bred are pedigreed cats 

registered as such with the Cat Fancier Association or the International Cat Association. 

(15) No dog or cat shall be rented or leased and no permit shall be issued for such 

1291 purpose. 

1292 ( c) Reserved. 

1293 ( d) Appeal process. 
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1295 

1296 

1297 

1298 

1299 

1300 

1301 

1302 

1303 

1304 

1305 

1306 

1307 

1308 

1309 

1310 

1311 

1312 (e) 

1313 

1314 

1315 

1316 

1317 

1318 

1319 

1320 

1321 

1322 

1323 

1324 

(!) Any person who has been denied a permit or whose permit has been revoked or 

suspended may appeal this action to a Special Master within the ten-day period after the 

Division originates the adverse action. A written notice of appeal and appeal bond must 

be filed with the Division within ten(! 0) days of the notice of adverse action. The Board 

of County Commissioners is hereby authorized to establish the amount of the appeal 

bond by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the Division in the form of a 

money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the County. 

(2) The appeal must be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30) calendar days 

after the owner has submitted a notice of appeal. The appeal may be delayed by the 

Division, the Special Master, or the permit applicant or permit holder beyond the thirty 

(30) calendar days for good cause shown. 

(3) The person receiving the notice of adverse action shall, until final disposition of 

the appeal, take whatever positive measures are necessary to prevent any future 

violations of this chapter from occurring. 

( 4) Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before the Special Master shall be 

governed as provided in section 4-30, Animal Care and Control Special Master hearing. 

( 5) The denial, revocation or suspension of the permit shall be upheld or revoked by 

the Special Master. 

Owner requirements following notice of adverse action and/or appeal process. 

(1) If the notice of adverse action of denial, revocation or suspension of a permit 

issued under this section is not appealed, the animal establishment shall be required to 

humanely dispose, by means of returning to owner, sale, gift, or euthanasia performed 

by a licensed veterinarian or other humane method, all animals in its possession that it 

is not otherwise entitled to possess under this chapter, within fifteen (15) days after 

notice of adverse action. If the notice of adverse action of denial, revocation, or 

suspension of a permit issued under this section is upheld on appeal, the animal 

establishment shall be required to humanely dispose, by means of returning to owner, 

sale, gift, or euthanasia performed by a licensed veterinarian or other humane method, 

all animals in its possession that it is not otherwise entitled to possess under this chapter, 

within fifteen (15) days after the appeal hearing unless otherwise ordered by the Special 

Master. The permit applicant or permit holder shall provide the Division with written 
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1325 

1326 

1327 

1328 

1329 

1330 

1331 

1332 

1333 

1334 

notification of the disposition and location of each animal, including the name, address, 

and telephone number of each new owner. If the animals have not been humanely 

disposed of as described above, the Division shall attempt to notify owner(s), if 

applicable, and may impound any animals found to be housed or kept in violation of 

this chapter. Such animals may be redeemed in accordance with section 4-12, 

Redemption and adoption. 

(2) Any person whose permit has been revoked may not reapply for a period of one 

(1) year. Each reapplication shall be accompanied by a fee to be established by the Board 

by resolution. 

(3) Any person who has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead 

1335 nolo contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving 

1336 animals, child abuse, or domestic violence within the past five (5) years may not hold 

13 3 7 apply for a permit to operate an animal establishment in the County. 

1338 (f) Inspection procedures. 

1339 

1340 

1341 

1342 

1343 

1344 

1345 

1346 

1347 

1348 

1349 

1350 

1351 

1352 

1353 

1354 

(1) An inspection form shall be used as a guideline for the inspecting officer and the 

animal establishment. 

(2) Inspections of animal establishments shall be made without notice, during normal 

business hours or at any reasonable time during daylight hours. All inspections shall be 

made in the presence of the owner, manager or person in charge of the establishment 

whenever possible. 

(3) The inspecting officer will complete the inspection form by marking 

unsatisfactory items. Instructions and comments will be made at the bottom of the 

inspection form. 

(4) Whenever deficiencies are noted or the Division receives a complaint from the 

public, a follow-up inspection of the establishment may be initiated by the Division. 

(5) After the inspection is complete, the owner, manager or person in charge of the 

animal establishment shall sign the inspection form whereupon a copy of the completed 

form will be given to the owner or manager. If the owner or manager is not present, a 

copy of the form will be mailed to the owner or manager and the original copy will be 

kept by the Division. 
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( 6) The owner or manager of the animal establishment shall correct or initiate 

corrections within seven (7) days, unless otherwise stated by the inspecting officer. 

(g) Minimum general operational standards. 

(1) Each animal establishment will prominently display a current, valid County 

animal care and control operational permit. 

(2) Each animal establishment which accepts privately owned animals into its 

custody, shall report to the Division, any obvious case of neglect or animal abuse 

pursuant to this chapter or Florida Statutes Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals." The 

Division's phone number shall be posted in a prominent location visible to both 

employees and customers. 

(3) Each animal establishment shall meet all fire safety requirements in accordance 

with the local fire and zoning regulations. A posted plan and diagram to evacuate all 

animals in case of fire shall be provided in a prominent location. Commercial stables 

shall show proof of a fire inspection, with all recommendations adhered to, that was 

conducted by PBC Fire Rescue within the prior 12 months unless exempt by Florida 

Fire Prevention Code, Section 633.202(16). 

(4) Each animal establishment shall have a working telephone available at all times 

m case of an emergency. The name of the establishment's veterinarian and the 

veterinarian's phone number shall be posted and made available to all employees and 

customers. 

(5) Every owner or manager of an animal establishment must provide for adequate 

rodent and insect control. 

(6) Each animal establishment shall have sufficient lighting to permit routine 

inspection and cleaning of the facility, and clear observation of the animals. Animal 

areas must be lighted for at least eight (8) hours a day, by either natural or artificial light, 

corresponding to the natural period of daylight. If only artificial light, such as 

fluorescent light is provided, it must provide full-spectrum illumination. Animal 

enclosures must be placed so as to protect animals from excessive light. 
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(7) All areas of each animal establishment shall be clean, orderly and free of garbage, 

unused food, standing water, litter or refuse. Garbage shall be kept in garbage cans with 

lids and disposed of daily. (Commercial stables refer to requirements in subsection (k)). 

(8) Animal waste shall be removed by cleaning regularly throughout the work day. 

(Commercial stables refer to requirements in subsection (k)). 

(9) All cleaning solutions and disinfectants shall be stored and used in accordance 

with the manufacturer's instructions, properly labeled as to content, and shall be stored 

so as to not come into any contact with animals or items intended for animal 

consumption. 

(I 0) All equipment, buildings, appurtenances, plumbing, electrical wiring and 

electrical appliances/equipment shall be in good repair and appropriate for intended use. 

(II) Wherever animals are housed or cared for, floors, moldings, walls, shelves and 

work areas shall be of a nonporous material impervious to fecal matter and urine that 

can be easily swept, wiped, mopped and disinfected daily. Carpeting as a flooring or 

wall covering shall not be used wherever animals are housed or maintained. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Division may in writing approve the use of 

alternative materials when the animal establishment provides a written plan for keeping 

all surfaces in the animal enclosure clean and properly disinfected and demonstrates 

compliance with such plan. (Stables refer to requirements in subsection (k)). 

(12) All aisles shall be kept clear to provide safe, free access throughout the animal 

establishment. 

(13) Animal establishments which fail to obtain licensed veterinary care or show proof 

of same, for any sick or injured animal found in the animal establishment's custody may 

be charged for violating section 4-23, Animal care; manner of keeping, of this chapter 

or Florida Statutes Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals." Proof of adequate, timely, veterinary 

care must be provided to the inspecting officer upon request. 

(14) All animals in an animal establishment must be given a humane existence, and 

shall at all times be maintained in accordance with section 4-23, Animal care; manner 

of keeping. 
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(15) A commercial breeder's permit number shall be included in all advertisements 

offering a dog or cat for sale. 

(16) No person shall maintain unsterilized dogs over six (6) months of age or 

unsterilized cats over four ( 4) months of age together without first obtaining an 

appropriate breeding permit from the Division. 

(h) Minimum operational standards for kennels, training establishments, commercial 

breeders, pet dealers and excess animal habitats (EAH). 

(1) Record keeping-Kennels, training establishments, commercial breeders and 

excess animal habitats. 

a. Kennels, training establishments, commercial breeders and excess animal habitats 

shall keep records on all animals currently bred, born, boarded, housed and/or being 

trained. These records shall be maintained on each animal individually. 

b. The information in these records shall include but not be limited to rabies 

vaccination, all other inoculations and prescription or medical treatment administered. 

In addition, kennels shall be required to obtain the owner's name, address, emergency 

telephone number, proof of owner's identification, and name and telephone number of 

owner's veterinarian. Excess animal habitats shall also include records indicating where 

the animal was obtained. The above information shall be available to the inspecting 

officer upon request. 

c. A medical release must be obtained from the owner or his designee, for each 

animal and shall become part of the animal's record so that emergency treatment can be 

given if the animal shows signs of illness or is injured while in the care and custody of 

the kennel. 

d. Commercial breeders shall comply with section 4-24, Dogs and cats offered for 

sale; health requirements, and shall maintain a separate file for each dog and cat 

containing all Official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection's (OCVI) and medical 

records for each individual dog and cat. Such records shall be kept on file at all times 

on the premises and available to the inspecting officer upon request. Such records shall 

be maintained for a period of two (2) years after an animal is sold or otherwise disposed 

of. 
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e. All dogs housed at a kennel or training establishment for training purposes shall 

have a training contract. The training contract shall state that the dog is housed 

specifically for training. The dog shall be housed in an enclosure appropriate for its 

breed and size to stand holding tail fully erect or sit erect, walk several steps, lie down 

at full body length, stretch out and tum around freely. The contract shall include notice 

that the dog will be interacting with other pets in training classes. The contract shall be 

signed by the dog's owner. 

f. Commercial breeders shall maintain records of each litter of puppies and kittens 

born. Such records shall include the date of birth, number of puppies or kittens in the 

litter, and license tag number of the parents. 

g. On a monthly basis, commercial breeders shall provide the Division with the 

name, address, and telephone number of the new owner of any puppy or kitten placed 

or a notice that no animal was sold during the month. 

(2) Animal housing requirements-Kennels, training establishments and excess 

animal habitats. 

a. For kennels and training establishments, dogs must be separated by a wall at least 

four ( 4) feet high or one (1) foot higher than the top of each dog's head ( excluding the 

ears), when the dog is standing on all four ( 4) feet. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 

Division may in writing approve a plan to separate the dogs without walls. 

b. Animals shall be confined and not allowed to roam freely on the premises, except 

with the written approval of the owner of the animal. 

C. Animals housed in kennels shall be separated in the following manner: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Dogs from cats. 

Unsterilized males from females. 

Nursing mothers with their young from all others. 

Boarding dogs from registered guard dogs. 

By special request of the owner, as noted in the record, animals from the same household 

may be boarded together and may be allowed to interact with other animals during 

supervised play periods. Appropriate resources ( e.g. food, water, bedding, etc.) must be 
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provided to minimize competition or resource guarding and ensure access by all 

cohoused animals. 

d. Animals having a known or suspected communicable animal-to-human or animal-

to-animal disease shall be maintained in an isolated location where they cannot directly 

or indirectly come into contact with any other animals or the public. 

e. Applicable County and State health regulations must be followed when caring for 

any animal harboring an animal-to-human disease. 

f. Kennel operators and training establishments boarding dogs over night shall 

comply with the following requirements: 

1. Notify the Division regarding all dogs maintained at their kennel for 

longer than three (3) months. 

2. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3) months, the kennel operator 

shall arrange for a professional behaviorist or trainer to visit the dog once every 

three (3) months for the purpose of evaluation, therapeutic or obedience training. 

3. For any dog kenneled for longer than three (3) months, the kennel operator 

shall have a veterinarian examine the dog prior to the fourth month of confinement 

and every ninety (90) days thereafter. Dogs not maintained on a heartworm 

preventative program shall be given an occult heartworm test and started on 

preventative or treated for same. 

4. Each day a minimum of sixty (60) minutes of play, interaction, grooming 

and/or training shall be provided to each dog. 

Physical facility requirements-Kennels, training establishments, commercial breeders, 

pet dealers and excess animal habitats. 

a. Floors and walls of all animal enclosures shall be made of nonporous material 

impervious to fecal matter and urine that can be easily disinfected. The floors shall slope 

toward the drains or troughs. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Division may in 

writing approve the use of alternative materials when the animal establishment provides 

a written plan for keeping all surfaces in the animal enclosure clean and properly 

disinfected and demonstrates compliance with such plan. 
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b. The premise shall have drainage and plumbing adequate to handle the heavy load 

of daily cleaning. 

C. Indoor/outdoor housing facilities. Indoor and outdoor housing facilities shall be 

maintained in accordance with section 4-23, Animal care; manner of keeping. 

d. Animal enclosures. 

I. General requirements. 

A. Animal enclosures must be designed and constructed of suitable 

materials so they are structurally sound. The animal enclosures must be kept 

in good repair. 

B. 

I. 

11. 

111. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

Vil. 

VU!. 

IX. 

Animal enclosures must be constructed and maintained so they: 

Have no sharp points or edges which could injure the dogs and 

cats; 

Protect the dogs and cats from injury; 

Keep predators and unauthorized individuals from accessing the 

enclosure; 

Enable the dogs and cats to remain dry and clean; 

Provide shelter and protection from extreme temperatures and 

weather conditions that may be uncomfortable or hazardous to the 

dogs and cats; 

Are shaded to shelter all the dogs and cats housed in the animal 

enclosure; 

Provide the dogs and cats with easy and convenient access to clean 

food and water; 

Enable all surfaces in contract with the dogs and cats to be readily 

cleaned and disinfected; and 

Have floors which are constructed in a manner that protects the 

dogs' and cats' appendages from injury and that will not allow the 

dogs' and cats' appendages to pass through any openings in the 

floor. 
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x. Provide a separation or distance between living space and toileting 

space. 

C. Airline type containers normally used for shipping and transporting animals 

shall not be used to house animals for more than 1 hour, except under the 

guidance or a veterinarian for medical treatment. 

D. Space requirements for dogs: 

I. 

11. 

111. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

vu. 

Indoor/outdoor enclosures for extra-large dogs over seventy-five 

(75) pounds shall be at least thirty-two (32) square feet, per dog. 

Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for large dogs fifty-one (51) pounds 

to seventy-five (75) pounds shall be at least twenty-four (24) 

square feet, per dog. 

Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for medium dogs thirty-six (36) to 

fifty (50) pounds shall be at least twenty (20) square feet, per dog. 

Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for small dogs twenty-one (21) to 

thirty-five (35) pounds shall be at least twelve (12) square feet, per 

dog. 

Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for dogs eleven (11) to twenty (20) 

pounds shall be at least eight (8) square feet, per dog. 

Indoor/outdoor dog enclosures for dogs ten (10) pounds and under 

shall be at least six (6) square feet, per dog. 

The interior height of an indoor/outdoor dog enclosure must be at 

least one (1) foot higher than the highest point of the body 

(normally the ears) of the dog in the enclosure when it is in a 

normal standing position. 

E. Space requirements for cats. 

1. Each cat that is housed in any animal enclosure must be provided 

minimum space as follows: 

(a) A minimum of 11 square feet for a cage confined cat or queen with 

a nursing litter; 
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1558 

1559 

1560 

1561 

1562 

1563 

1564 

1565 

1566 

1567 

1568 

1569 

1570 

1571 

1572 

1573 

1574 

1575 

1576 

1577 

1578 

1579 

1580 

1581 

1582 

1583 

1584 

1585 

1586 

(b) 

II. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

111. 

(a) 

(b) 

IV. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

A minimum of 18 square feet per cat for cats housed in a free roam 

enclosure; and 

Compatibility. 

All cats housed in the same animal enclosure must be compatible 

and have the same owner. 

Queens in heat may not be housed in the same animal enclosure 

with any mature males unless an appropriate breeding permit has 

been obtained. 

Queens with litters may not be housed in the same animal 

enclosure with other cats. 

Kittens under four (4) months of age may not be housed in the 

same animal enclosure with adult cats other than their mother. 

Cats with a vicious or aggressive disposition must be housed 

separately. 

Cat litter. 

In all animal enclosures, a receptacle containing sufficient clean 

litter must be provided to contain excreta and body wastes. 

Litter pans shall be cleaned and changed daily or more often when 

necessary. 

Resting surfaces (perches). 

Each animal enclosure housing cats shall contain a solid resting 

surface or surfaces that, in the aggregate, are large enough to hold 

all the occupants of the animal enclosure at the same time 

comfortably. 

The resting surfaces must be elevated, impervious to moisture and 

able to be easily disinfected, or easily replaced when soiled or 

worn. 

The resting surfaces shall not be considered part of the minimum 

floor space. 
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1587 (4) Food and water requirements: Dogs and cats-Kennels, commercial breeders, pet 

1588 dealers and excess animal habitats. 

1589 a. Food shall be stored in rodent, pest and moisture proof containers with lids. 

1590 Containers shall be clearly and properly labeled as to contents. 

1591 

1592 

1593 

b. Fresh water shall be available to all animals at all times and shall be maintained 

in a container in such a manner that animals cannot turn the container over. 

C. Food and water shall be fresh, appropriate and free from contamination. 

1594 (5) Cleaning procedures for kennels, training establishments, commercial breeders, pet 

1595 dealers and excess animal habitats. 

1596 a. All dog enclosures including floors, walls and doors shall be cleaned, disinfected 

1597 and dried daily. Cat enclosures should be spot cleaned daily and disinfected completely 

1598 once the cat leaves the enclosure. 

1599 

1600 

1601 

1602 

1603 

1604 

1605 

b. Dogs and cats shall not be directly exposed to water or disinfectant and shall be 

removed from animal enclosures during cleaning procedures. 

C. Drains and walkways adjacent to all animal enclosures shall be hosed and 

disinfected daily. 

d. All areas containing animal waste shall be cleaned throughout the day and such 

waste shall be properly disposed of so as not to cause a nuisance. 

e. Food dishes and water bowls shall be cleaned and disinfected daily. 

1606 [.Appropriate cleaning methods shall be used to ensure that fumes from excreta and urine 

1607 do not adversely affect the lungs of animals or humans. 

1608 ( 6) Roadside sales. It shall be unlawful to advertise, display for commercial purposes, 

1609 attempt to sell or sell any dog or cat on any roadside or public right-of-way. 

1610 (i) Minimum operational standards for pet shops and pet dealers. 

1611 (1) General requirements for pet shops and pet dealers. For the purpose of this section, the 

1612 word dog means a dog of any age and the word cat means a cat of any age. 

1613 

1614 

1615 

a. For each dog and cat transported into the County from outside of the State of 

Florida for sale, the tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required by this chapter must be 

administered by or under the direction of a veterinarian, licensed by the state of origin 
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1616 

1617 

1618 

1619 

1620 

1621 

1622 

1623 

1624 

1625 

1626 

1627 

1628 

1629 

1630 

1631 

1632 

1633 

1634 

1635 

1636 

1637 

1638 

1639 

1640 

1641 

1642 

1643 

and accredited by the United States Department of Agriculture, who issues the Official 

Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (OCVI). The tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics must 

be administered no more than thirty (30) days and no less than fourteen (14) days before 

the dog or cat's entry into the State of Florida. An OCVI certifying compliance with this 

chapter must accompany each dog and cat transported into the State of Florida for sale. 

b. Each OCVI shall contain records for only one (I) dog or cat. 

C. No dog or cat imported into the State of Florida for sale shall be offered for sale 

without an OCVI issued by a veterinarian licensed in the state of origin. 

d. The following tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics must be administered to each dog 

before the dog is offered for sale in the County, unless a licensed, accredited veterinarian 

certifies on the OCVI that to inoculate or deworm the dog is not in the best medical 

interest of the dog, in which case the vaccine or anthelmintic may not be administered 

to that particular dog: 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Canine distemper. 

Leptospirosis. 

Bordetella (by intranasal or other licensed mucosa!). 

Parainfluenza. 

Hepatitis/Canine Adenovirus type 2. 

Canine parvovirus. 

Rabies, provided the dog is over three (3) months of age and the 

inoculation is administered by a licensed veterinarian. 

Roundworms. 

Hookworms. 

If the dog is under four ( 4) months of age, the tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required 

by this chapter must be administered no more than twenty-one (21) days before sale 

within the County. If the dog is four (4) months of age or older, the tests, vaccines, and 

anthelmintics required by this chapter must be administered at or after three (3) months 

of age, but no more than one (1) year before sale within the County. 
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1644 e. The following tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics must be administered to each cat before 

1645 

1646 

1647 

1648 

1649 

1650 

1651 

1652 

1653 

1654 

1655 

1656 

1657 

1658 

1659 

1660 

the cat is offered for sale in the County, unless the licensed, accredited veterinarian 

certifies on the OCVI that to inoculate or deworm the cat is not in the best medical 

interest of the cat, in which case the vaccine or anthelmintic may not be administered to 

that particular cat: 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Panleukopenia. 

Feline viral rhinotracheitis. 

Calici virus. 

Rabies, if the cat is over three (3) months of age and the inoculation is 

administered by a licensed veterinarian. 

Hookworms. 

Roundworms. 

If the cat is under four ( 4) months of age, the tests, vaccines, and anthelmintics required 

by this section must be administered no more than twenty-one (21) days before sale 

within the State. If the cat is four (4) months of age or older, the tests, vaccines, and 

anthelmintics required by this section must be administered at or after three (3) months 

of age, but no more than one (1) year before sale within the State. 

1661 f. Every dog and cat offered for sale by a pet shop or pet dealer must be accompanied by 

1662 

1663 

1664 

a current OCVI (paper or electronic) at all times while being offered for sale within the 

County. The examining veterinarian must retain one (I) copy of the OCVI on file for at 

least one (I) year after the date of examination. 

1665 g. Each dog and cat in the possession of a pet shop or pet dealer shall be examined by a 

1666 

1667 

1668 

1669 

1670 

1671 

1672 

1673 

veterinarian licensed to practice in Florida no more than thirty (3 0) days before the sale 

within the County. The examination must include, but not be limited to, an evaluation 

for possible congenital defects and contagious diseases and a fecal test to determine if 

the dog or cat is free of internal parasites, including hookworms, roundworms, 

tapeworms, and whipworms. If the examination warrants, the dog or cat must be treated 

with a specific anthelmintic. In the absence of a definitive parasitic diagnosis, each dog 

or cat must be given a broad spectrum anthelmintic. At the conclusion of the 

examination, the veterinarian shall complete an OCVI including all medical findings, 
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1674 

1675 

1676 

1677 

which shall remain current for a period of thirty (30) days. Each dog and cat in the 

possession of a pet shop or pet dealer shall be re-examined by a veterinarian every thirty 

(30) days and the pet shop or pet dealer shall ensure that a current OCVI is completed 

by the examining veterinarian. 

1678 h. Each dog over six (6) months of age must be tested by a veterinarian for heartworms 

1679 before being offered for sale and the results of the tests must be listed on the OCVI. 

1680 i. Each cat must be tested by a veterinarian for feline leukemia before being offered for 

1681 sale and the results of the tests must be listed on the OCVI. 

1682 j. Each dog and cat obtained by the pet shop or pet dealer for the purpose of sale shall be 

1683 examined by a veterinarian licensed in Florida within two (2) business days of the day 

1684 the pet shop or pet dealer obtains the dog or cat. 

1685 k. No pet shop or pet dealer shall possess, offer for sale, sell, transport, or arrange for the 

1686 transportation of any dog or cat that is less than eight (8) weeks of age. 

1687 I. No pet shop or pet dealer shall import a dog into the United States in violation of 7 

1688 U.S.C. 2148, Importation oflive dogs. 

1689 m. Except as provided in section 4-22(i)(l0), it shall be unlawful for any pet shop or pet 

1690 dealer to display, offer for sale, deliver, barter, give away, transfer or sell any dog or cat 

1691 from any source that does not hold a valid license issued by the United States 

1692 Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq., or successor provision 

1693 of law as of the date such pet shop or pet dealer received such dog or cat. Pet shops or 

1694 pet dealers shall only obtain dogs and cats from: 

1695 

1696 

1697 

1698 

1699 

1700 

1701 

1702 

1703 

1. A breeder holding an active class A license issued by the United States 

Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq. and regulations 

promulgated thereunder. 

2. A dealer holding an active class B license issued by the United States Department 

of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq. and regulations promulgated 

thereunder, and if the class B license holder is not the breeder, obtained the dog or cat 

from a breeder who is licensed by the United State Department of Agriculture. 

3. A transporter holding an active license as a carrier or intermediate handler issued 

by the United States Department of Agriculture pursuant to 7 U.S.C. § 2131 et seq. and 
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1704 

1705 

1706 

1707 

1708 n. 

1709 

1710 

1711 

1712 

1713 

1714 

1715 

1716 

1717 

1718 

1719 

1720 

1721 

1722 

1723 

1724 

1725 

1726 

1727 

1728 

1729 

1730 

1731 

1732 

regulations promulgated thereunder and who obtained the dog or cat from a breeder who 

is licensed by the USDA. 

4. A humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue 

organization. 

It shall be unlawful for any pet shop or pet dealer to obtain a dog or cat from any source, 

including but not limited to a breeder or dealer, if the source or, an owner, operator or 

employee of the source: 

1. Has been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere to 

a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or 

domestic violence under any Federal, State or local law. 

2. Has had a final judgment entered against it/him/her based upon a finding of animal 

neglect or mistreatment pursuant to Florida Statutes § 828.073 or comparable statute. 

3. Has been permanently enjoined from breeding, selling, handling, transporting or 

dealing in dogs or cats by any court. 

4. Whose license/permit issued by any local govermnent, State, or Federal 

govermnent to breed, sell, handle, transport or otherwise deal in dogs or cats is 

suspended or revoked. 

5. That has received a finally determined citation for any "direct" noncompliance 

violation as indicated on any United States Department of Agriculture inspection report 

at any time during the prior three (3) years. 

6. That has received a finally determined citation for failure to provide a United 

States Department of Agriculture inspector access to property, animals or records as 

required by 9 CFR § 2.126, unless a subsequent inspection has been performed at which 

no direct or indirect violations were found by the inspector. 

7. That has received three (3) or more finally determined noncompliance citations 

for violations other than "direct" noncompliance or a violation of9 CFR § 2.126 at any 

time during the prior three (3) years. 

8. That has received a finally determined repeat noncompliance citation at any time 

during the prior three (3) years. 
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1733 9. That has received a finally determined cease and desist order pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 

1734 § 2149 at any time during the prior three (3) years. 

1735 o. An OCVI must: 

1736 

1737 

1738 

1739 

1740 

1741 

1742 

1743 

1744 

1745 

1746 

1747 

1748 

1749 

1750 

1751 

1752 

1753 

I. Be signed on the date of examination by the examining veterinarian who is 

licensed by the state of origin and accredited by the United States Department of 

Agriculture and must include the veterinarian's license number. 

2. Show the date of birth, sex, breed, color, EAID number, and health record of the 

dog or cat examined. 

3. Contain the printed or typed names and addresses of the person or business from 

whom the dog or cat was obtained, the consignor or seller, the consignee or purchaser, 

and the examining veterinarian. 

4. For each dog or cat, list all tests performed, the results of all tests performed, all 

vaccines and deworming medications administered, including the manufacturer, 

vaccine, type, lot number, expiration date, and the dates of administration thereof. 

5. State that the examining veterinarian warrants that, to the best of his or her 

knowledge, the dog or cat has no sign of contagious or infectious diseases and has no 

evidence of internal or external parasites. 

6. State whether the examining veterinarian has detected any physical abnormalities 

or congenital defects in the dog or cat including but not limited to a heart murmur, an 

umbilical hernia, entropian, an inguinal hernia, patellar luxation and cryptorchidism. 

7. Be completed in a legible manner. 

17 54 An OCVI that does not meet the above-cited requirements shall not comply with this chapter. 

1755 The pet shop or pet dealer shall ensure that the OCVI is properly completed with all 

1756 relevant information. 

1757 p. It shall be a violation of this chapter to falsify any information provided in any OCVI. 

1758 q. All dogs and cats offered for sale and copies of OCVI's held by a pet shop, pet dealer or 

1759 

1760 

1761 

1762 

veterinarian are subject to inspection by any agent of the Division, the Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services, any agent of the United States Department of 

Agriculture, any law enforcement officer, or any agent appointed under Florida Statutes 

§ 828.03. 
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1763 r. All dogs and cats offered for sale by a pet shop or pet dealer shall be implanted with an 

1764 electronic animal identification device (EAID). 

1765 (2) Records. 

1766 a. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall maintain the following written records on each dog 

1767 and cat offered for sale for a period of not less than two (2) years after disposition of 

1768 

1769 

1770 

1771 

1772 

1773 

1774 

1775 

1776 

1777 

1778 

1779 

1780 

1781 

1782 

1783 

1784 

1785 

1786 

1787 

each dog and cat: 

1. The name, address, USDA license number and state and local license number, if 

applicable, of every breeder, dealer, intermediate handler and carrier that has owned, 

possessed or handled the dog or cat. 

2. The date the dog or cat was born and the date the pet shop or pet dealer received 

the dog or cat. 

3. The breed, sex, color, and identifying marks of the dog or cat. If the breed is 

unknown or mixed, the record shall so indicate. 

4. If the dog or cat is being sold as capable ofregistration, the names and registration 

numbers of the sire and darn and litter number. 

5. A copy of each OCVI that has been completed for the dog or cat up to the point 

of sale. 

6. A complete record of any medical treatment or medication provided to or 

recommended for each dog or cat by a veterinarian and any medical diagnosis made by 

a veterinarian concerning each dog or cat up to the point of sale. If such information is 

contained in an OCVI, the OCVI shall be sufficient; if not, the pet shop or pet dealer 

shall obtain a copy of each dog or cat's medical records from the veterinarian. 

7. A record of any known disease, illness, or congenital or hereditary condition that 

adversely affects the health of the dog or cat at the time of sale or is likely to adversely 

affect the health of the dog or cat in the future. 

1788 b. For a period of two (2) years from the disposition of each dog and cat, the pet shop or 

1789 

1790 

1791 

pet dealer shall maintain records specifying the date and nature of disposition of each 

dog and cat and the name, address, and phone number of the purchaser and owner (if 

different than the purchaser) of each dog or cat. 
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1792 c. By the fifteenth day of the month, each pet shop and pet dealer shall provide the Division 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

with the following records for each dog and cat sold, disposed of or that died during the 

previous month: 

1. 

2. 

A copy of each OCVI that has been completed for such dog or cat; 

The name, physical address (no P.O. boxes), USDA license number and state and 

local license number, if applicable, of every breeder, dealer, intermediate handler and 

carrier that has owned, possessed or handled the dog or cat. 

3. 

4. 

The date each dog and cat was obtained; 

The date each dog and cat was sold, died, or was otherwise disposed of by the pet 

shop or pet dealer; and 

5. The name, physical address (no P.O. boxes), and telephone number of the 

purchaser and owner (if different from the purchaser) of each dog and cat sold during 

that month, including the EAID number, breed, color, sex, and age of each dog and cat. 

1805 d. If any dog or cat dies while in the possession of a pet shop or pet dealer, the pet shop or 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

pet dealer shall maintain a record of the date of death and known or suspected cause of 

death. Any dog or cat that dies while being treated by a veterinarian or person at the 

request of the pet shop or pet dealer shall be considered in the possession of the pet shop 

or pet dealer at the time of death. The veterinarian shall specify the date of and known 

or suspected cause of death on the dog or cat's OCVI. Within fifteen (15) days following 

the death of a dog or cat, the pet shop or pet dealer shall provide the Division with 

records reflecting the date and cause of the dog or cat's death. The pet shop or pet dealer 

shall maintain a copy of such record for a period of two (2) years from the date of the 

dog or cat's death. 

1815 e. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall maintain on the premises all records required by this 

1816 chapter and shall make such records available to the Division upon request. 

1817 f. The failure to maintain complete records on each dog and cat as required by this chapter 

1818 shall constitute a separate violation as to each record missing or incomplete. 

1819 (3) Notices and disclosures to purchasers. 

1820 a. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall post conspicuously on the cage or enclosure of each 

1821 dog and cat offered for sale a written notice in twelve-point or greater type identifying 
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1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

the breed, sex, date of birth of each dog and cat, any illness found by the veterinarian 

during the most recent examination, and the name, address, USDA license number and 

state and local license number, if applicable, of every breeder, dealer, intermediate 

handler and carrier that has owned, possessed or handled the dog or cat. 

1826 b. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall post conspicuously in close proximity to the cages or 

1827 enclosures where dogs and cats are offered for sale a notice in at least fifty-point type 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

containing the following: 

"Notice to consumers: Before purchasing a dog or cat you may request information 

concerning each dog or cat's health, medical history, and the source from which the dog 

or cat was obtained. Upon your request, the pet shop or pet dealer is required to show 

you these records before you purchase a dog or cat and to give you a copy of these 

records when you purchase a dog or cat." 

1834 c. At the time of sale, each pet shop and pet dealer shall provide the purchaser with a 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

written notice in twelve-point or greater type stating: 

Pursuant to the Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control Ordinance, every owner 

of a dog or cat is required to obtain a license tag for each dog and cat from the Palm 

Beach County Division of Animal Care and Control ("Division") or an authorized 

veterinarian. The license tag must be renewed every year, and proof of an up to date 

rabies vaccination is required to obtain or renew a license tag. 

The Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners has determined that the 

unintended or uncontrolled breeding of dogs and cats leads to pet overpopulation at 

great expense to the community and that every feasible means of reducing the number 

of unwanted dogs and cats should be encouraged. The Board of County Commissioners 

has also determined that spaying and neutering every dog and cat is one of the best ways 

to must be spayed or neutered by the time the dog is six ( 6) months old and every cat 

must be spayed or neutered by the time the cat is four ( 4) months old, unless certain 

exceptions apply. 

Every owner must obtain an annual unaltered license tag from the Division or a 

veterinarian for each dog over the age of six (6) months and every cat over the age of 

four ( 4) months that is not spayed or neutered. A dog or cat with an unaltered license 
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1852 

1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

tag cannot be bred unless an appropriate breeding permit is first obtained from the 

Division. 

No person shall breed any dog or cat in Palm Beach County without first obtaining a 

breeding permit. 

Contact the Division at (561) 233-1200 or www.pbcgov.com/publicsafety/animalcare/ 

with questions about regulations pertaining to your new dog or cat. 

The Division shall have the authority to establish an alternative written disclosure form 

that includes the essential elements of the written notice provided herein. 

1860 d. At the time of sale, each pet shop and pet dealer shall deliver to the purchaser of each 

1861 dog and cat a written disclosure(s) containing all of the information required in section 

1862 4-22(i)(2)a.1. through 7. The pet shop and pet dealer shall provide all of the above-cited 

1863 written disclosures containing all of the information required in section 4-22(i)(2)a.1. 

1864 through 7 ., to the prospective purchaser of each dog or cat for review prior to the 

1865 purchase upon request. The pet shop or pet dealer shall maintain a copy of the above-

1866 cited written disclosures for a period of two (2) years from the date of sale of each dog 

1867 and cat and shall make such copies available to the Division upon request. 

1868 (4) Warranties for dogs and cats. 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

a. A dog or cat that is purchased from a pet shop or pet dealer shall be considered 

unfit for purchase if any of the following apply: 

1. Within fourteen (14) days following the sale of a dog or cat by a pet shop or pet 

dealer a licensed veterinarian of the purchaser's choosing certifies that, at the time of the 

sale, the dog or cat was unfit for purchase due to illness or disease, the presence of 

symptoms of a contagious or infectious disease, or the presence of internal or external 

parasites, excluding fleas and ticks. 

2. Within one (1) year following the sale of a dog or cat, a licensed veterinarian of 

the purchaser's choosing certifies such dog or cat to be unfit for purchase due to a 

congenital or hereditary disorder that adversely affects the health of the dog or cat. 

3. Within one (I) year following the sale of a dog or cat, the breed, sex, or health of 

such dog or cat is found to have been misrepresented to the purchaser. 

62 



1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

b. If a dog or cat is unfit for purchase for any of the above-cited reasons, the pet shop 

or pet dealer shall afford the purchaser the right to choose one (I) of the following 

options: 

1. The right to return the dog or cat and receive a refund of the purchase price, 

including the sales tax, and reimbursement for reasonable veterinary costs directly 

related to the veterinarian's examination and certification that the dog or cat is unfit for 

purchase pursuant to this chapter and directly related to necessary emergency services 

and treatment undertaken to relieve suffering; 

2. The right to return the dog or cat and receive an exchange dog or cat of the 

purchaser's choice of equivalent value, and reimbursement for reasonable veterinary 

costs directly related to the veterinarian's examination and certification that the dog or 

cat is unfit for purchase pursuant to this section and directly related to necessary 

emergency services and treatment undertaken to relieve suffering; or 

3. The right to retain the dog or cat and receive reimbursement for reasonable 

veterinary costs for necessary services and treatment related to the attempt to cure or 

curing of the dog or cat. 

Reimbursement for veterinary costs may not exceed the purchase price of the dog or 

cat. The cost of veterinary services is reasonable if comparable to the cost of similar 

services rendered by other licensed veterinarians in proximity to the treating 

veterinarian and the services rendered are appropriate for the certification by the 

veterinarian. 

C. The refund or exchange required by this chapter shall be made by the pet shop or 

pet dealer not later than ten (I 0) business days following receipt of a signed veterinary 

certification as required in this chapter. The purchaser must notify the pet shop or pet 

dealer within a reasonable time after the veterinarian's determination that the animal is 

unfit and must provide the pet shop or pet dealer with a copy of the written certification 

of unfitness. 

d. A dog or cat may not be determined unfit for sale on account of an injury sustained 

or illness contracted after the purchaser takes possession of the dog or cat. A veterinary 

finding of intestinal or external parasites is not grounds for declaring a dog or cat unfit 

for sale unless the dog or cat is clinically ill because of that condition. 

63 



1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

e. If a pet shop or pet dealer wishes to contest a demand for veterinary expenses, 

refund, or exchange made by a purchaser under this section, the pet shop or pet dealer 

may require the purchaser to produce the dog or cat at a mutually agreed upon time and 

place for examination by a licensed veterinarian designated by the pet shop or pet dealer. 

Upon such examination, if the purchaser and the pet shop or pet dealer are unable to 

reach an agreement that constitutes one (1) of the options set forth in this chapter within 

ten (10) business days following examination by the pet shop or pet dealer's designated 

veterinarian, the purchaser may initiate an action in a court of competent jurisdiction to 

recover or obtain reimbursement of veterinary expenses, refund, or exchange. 

f. No pet shop or pet dealer shall require or attempt to require a purchaser to sign a 

contract or agreement to waive any of the rights provided by this chapter. Any contract 

or agreement in which a purchaser agrees to waive any rights provided under this 

. chapter shall be null and void and unenforceable. 

g. This chapter does not in any way limit the rights or remedies that are otherwise 

available to a purchaser under any other law. 

h. Each pet shop and pet dealer shall provide the purchaser of a dog or cat at the time 

I. 

J. 

of sale with the written notice required by Florida Statutes § 828.29(12), which shall be 

provided in twelve-point or greater type. 

No pet shop or pet dealer shall require the purchaser of a dog or cat to use the pet 

shop's veterinarian in order to receive a refund or exchange required by this chapter. 

If a purchaser requests a refund or requests to return or exchange a dog or cat 

1933 pursuant to this chapter, each pet shop and pet dealer shall maintain all records related 

1934 to the purchaser's request for a period of two (2) years from receipt of such records and 

1935 shall deliver a copy of the purchaser's request to the Division within seven (7) days of 

193 6 receipt. 

193 7 ( 5) Animal housing requirements-Pet shops and pet dealers. All animal housing shall 

193 8 comply with the Association of Shelter Veterinarians "Guidelines for Standards of Care 

1939 in Animal Shelters", as amended, and the following: 

1940 

1941 

a. Animals having a lrnown or suspected communicable animal-to-human or 

animal-to-animal disease shall be maintained in individual cages in an 
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1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

b. 

C. 

d. 

isolated location where they cannot directly or indirectly come into contact 

with other animals or the public. 

Animals with diseases that can be airborne must be isolated in an area with 

independent ventilation. 

Any animal that cannot stand on its own or that has a life threatening 

disease must be hospitalized, housed under the direct care of a veterinary 

hospital/clinic or humanely euthanized. 

State and County health regulations must be followed when caring for any 

1950 animal harboring an animal-to-human disease. 

1951 ( 6) Animal care-Pet shops and pet dealers. 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

a. Each animal shall be examined daily for signs of illness or injury. Any suspected 

illness or injury shall be reported to the owner or manager of the establishment 

immediately. Any sick animal shall be immediately isolated from other animals. All 

bedding material and feces in a sick animal's cage shall be removed and disinfected or 

discarded. Display areas, holding crates, cages or animal enclosures, trays and feeding 

equipment used by a sick animal shall be disinfected immediately. 

b. Failure to obtain adequate, timely care from a licensed veterinarian for any 

diseased or injured animal found in the custody of any establishment shall be a violation 

of this chapter and/or Florida Statutes Ch. 828, "Cruelty to Animals". Proof of adequate 

and timely veterinary care must be provided to the Division upon request. 

c. All animals that show signs or symptoms of injury, contagious or infectious 

disease shall be seen by a veterinarian within twenty-four (24) hours and at least one (1) 

other time prior to being sold to certify that they are free from illness or injury. 

d. All animals other than dogs and cats (i.e., rabbits, gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs, 

1966 all other rodents, birds, and reptiles) shall be cared for pursuant to general guidelines 

1967 and accepted animal husbandry standards for each species. 

1968 (7) Physical facility requirements-Pet shops. 

1969 

1970 

a. All animals shall be contained in appropriate animal enclosures and shall not be 

permitted to be at large in the facility. 
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1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

b. All cages and animal enclosures shall be constructed in such a way that they can 

be maintained in a clean, dry and sanitary manner. All cages and animal enclosures shall 

be made of non-porous material, impervious to fecal matter and urine, which can be 

easily disinfected. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

Heating, cooling and temperature. 

1. Indoor housing facilities for animals must be sufficiently heated and 

cooled when necessary to protect the animals from cold and hot temperatures and 

to provide for their health, comfort and well-being. 

2. When animals are present, the ambient temperature in the facility must not 

fall below fifty (50) degrees F (ten (10) degrees C) for animals not acclimated to 

lower temperatures. Such animals would include short-haired breeds, sick, aged, 

young, infirm dogs and cats, and small domestic animals. 

3. The ambient temperature must not fall below fifty (50) degrees F (ten (10) 

degrees C) or must not rise above eighty-five (85) degrees F (thirty-five (35) 

degrees C) at any time. 

Ventilation. 

1. Indoor housing facilities for animals must be sufficiently ventilated at all 

times when animals are present to provide for their health, comfort and well­

being, and to minimize odors, drafts, ammonia levels and moisture condensation. 

2. Air, preferably fresh air, must be provided through windows, vents, fans 

(exterior) or air-conditioning. 

3. Auxiliary ventilation or air-conditioning must be provided when the 

ambient temperature is eighty-five (85) degrees F (thirty (30) degrees C) or 

higher. 

Cages/animal enclosures. 

1. Animal enclosures must be designed and constructed of suitable materials 

so they are structurally sound. Animal enclosures must be maintained in good 

repa.u. 

2. Animal enclosures must be constructed and maintained so that they: 

A. Have no sharp points or edges that could injure animals; 
66 



2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

2015 

2016 

2017 

2018 

2019 

2020 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 

2025 

2026 

2027 

2028 

3. 

4. 

B. Protect animals from injury; 

C. Keep predators and unauthorized individuals from accessing the 

enclosure(s ); 

D. Provide animals with easy and convenient access to clean food and 

water; 

E. Enable all surfaces in contact with animals to be readily cleaned 

and disinfected. 

F. Have floors which are constructed in a manner that protects the 

animals' appendages from injury, and that if of mesh or slatted construction, will 

not allow the animals' appendages to pass through any openings in the floor. 

Space requirements for dogs. 

A. The guideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog 

ten (10) pounds and under shall be three and one half(3.5) square feet. 

B. The guideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog 

from eleven (11) to twenty (20) pounds shall be six (6) square feet. 

C. The guideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog 

from twenty-one (21) to thirty-five (35) pounds shall be eight (8) square feet. 

D. The guideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog 

from thirty-six (36) to fifty (50) pounds shall be twenty (20) square feet. 

E. The guideline for minimum size for an animal enclosure for a dog 

over fifty (50) pounds shall be twenty-four (24) square feet. 

F. The interior height of each animal enclosure for a dog must be at 

least six (6) inches higher than the highest point of the body (normally the ears) 

of the dog in the enclosure when it is in a normal standing position. 

G. All dogs over thirty-five (35) pounds shall be required to be 

exercised on a leash three (3) times per day for a minimum of ten (10) minutes 

per exercise period. 

Space and other requirements for cats. 
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2029 

2030 

2031 

2032 

2033 

2034 

2035 

2036 

2037 

2038 

2039 

2040 

2041 

2042 

2043 

2044 

2045 

2046 

2047 

2048 

2049 

2050 

2051 

2052 

2053 

2054 

A. Each cat that is housed in any animal enclosure must be provided 

minimum vertical space and floor space as follows: 

B. 

C. 

D. 

1. Each animal enclosure housing cats must be at least twenty-two 

(22) inches in interior height. 

11. Cats up to and including nine (9) pounds must be provided with at 

least three (3) square feet. 

lll. Cats over nine (9) pounds must be provided with at least four ( 4) 

square feet. 

Compatibility. 

i. All cats housed in the same animal enclosure must be compatible, as 

determined by observation. 

11. Kittens under four (4) months of age may not be housed in the 

same animal enclosure with adult cats. 

Litter. 

i. In all cat enclosures, a receptacle containing sufficient clean litter must be 

provided to collect excreta and body wastes. 

IL Litter pans shall be cleaned and changed daily or more often if 

necessary. 

Resting surfaces. 

i. Each animal enclosure housing cats should contain a solid resting surface 

or surfaces that, in the aggregate, are large enough to hold all the occupants 

of the animal enclosure at the same time comfortably. 

11. The resting surfaces must be elevated, impervious to moisture and 

able to be easily cleaned and disinfected, or easily replaced when soiled or 

worn. 

lll. The resting surfaces shall not be considered part of the minimum 

2055 floor space. 

2056 (8) Food and water requirements-Pet shops. 
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2057 

2058 

2059 

2060 

2061 

a. Food shall be stored in rodent, pest and moisture proof containers with lids. 

Containers shall be clearly and properly labeled as to contents. 

b. Fresh water shall be available to all animals at all times and shall be maintained 

in a container in such a manner that animals cannot turn container over. 

C. Food and water shall be fresh, appropriate and free from contamination. 

2062 (9) Cleaning procedures-Pet shops. 

2063 

2064 

2065 

2066 

2067 

2068 

2069 

2070 

2071 

2072 

2073 

2074 

a. Animals ( other than water dependent species) shall not be directly exposed to 

water or disinfectant and shall be removed from animal enclosures during cleaning 

procedures. Water dependent species shall not be directly exposed to disinfectant and 

shall be removed from tanks during cleaning procedures. 

b. The entire cage of each dog including top, sides, floor, grate, wall and door shall 

be cleaned with soap and disinfected, rinsed and dried daily. Cat cages should be spot 

cleaned daily with a deep disinfection once the cat leaves the enclosure. 

C. Drains and walkways adjacent to all cages and animal enclosures shall be cleaned 

with soap and disinfected daily. 

d. Runs and cages shall be spot cleaned as necessary to remove animal excrement 

throughout the day. 

e. Food dishes and water bowls/containers shall be cleaned and disinfected daily. 

2075 f.Appropriate cleaning procedures shall be used to ensure that fumes from excreta and 

2076 urine do not adversely affect the lungs of animals or humans. 

2077 (10) Exemption for humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations animal rescue 

2078 organizations and shelters. 

2079 

2080 

2081 

2082 

2083 

2084 

2085 

2086 

a. A pet shop that allows a humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, 

animal rescue organization or shelter to use the pet shop's premises for the purpose of 

making animals available for adoption shall be exempt from the provisions of 

subsections (i)(1)(2)(3) and (4) with respect to such animals, provided the pet shop does 

not have an ownership interest in such animals and the provisions of section 4-25 are 

followed. In addition, the pet shop shall post conspicuously on the cage or enclosure of 

each dog and cat offered for adoption a written notice in twelve-point or greater type 

identifying the humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, animal rescue 
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2087 

2088 

2089 

2090 

2091 

2092 

2093 

2094 

2095 

2096 

2097 

2098 

2099 

2100 

2101 G) 

2102 

2103 

2104 

2105 

2106 

2107 

2108 

2109 

2110 

2111 

2112 

2113 

2114 

2115 

2116 

organization or shelter from which the dog or cat may be adopted, the breed, the sex, 

the age, the relevant information known about the dog or cat and that the dog or cat must 

be sterilized prior to adoption. 

b. A pet shop may adopt animals from a humane society, private nonprofit animal 

organization, animal rescue organization or shelter for the purpose of adopting those 

animals out through the pet shop. With regard to any animal adopted from a humane 

society, private nonprofit animal organization, animal rescue organization or shelter for 

the purpose of adoption through the pet shop, the pet shop shall comply with all 

requirements found in section 4-25(a)(2)-(10) and (d). In addition, the pet shop shall 

post conspicuously on the cage or enclosure of each dog and cat offered for adoption a 

written notice in twelve-point or greater type identifying the humane society, private 

nonprofit animal organization, animal rescue organization or shelter from which the dog 

or cat was obtained, the breed, the sex, the age, the relevant information known about 

the dog or cat and that the dog or cat must be sterilized prior to adoption. 

Minimum operational standards for grooming parlors and mobile grooming units. 

(1) Record keeping-Groomers. 

a. All grooming parlors and mobile grooming units shall maintain a record of all 

animals currently on premises or being groomed. 

b. A medical emergency release form must be obtained from the owner of each 

animal so that emergency treatment can be given if an animal shows signs of illness or 

is injured while in the care and custody of the grooming parlor/unit. 

c. The information on this medical release form shall include, but not be limited to: 

the owner's name, address, emergency telephone number, owner's veterinarian and 

veterinarian's telephone number. This information shall be provided to the inspecting 

officer upon request. 

(2) Physical facility requirements-Groomers. 

a. All animals shall be contained in appropriate animal enclosures and shall not be 

permitted to be at large in the facility. 

b. All cages and animal enclosures shall be constructed in such a way that they can 

be maintained in a clean, dry and sanitary manner. All cages and animal enclosures shall 
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2117 

2118 

2119 

2120 

2121 

2122 

2123 

2124 

2125 

2126 

2127 

2128 

2129 

2130 

2131 

2132 

2133 

2134 

2135 

2136 

2137 

2138 

2139 

2140 

2141 

2142 

2143 

2144 

2145 

be made of non-porous material, impervious to fecal matter and urine, which can be 

easily disinfected. 

C. Heating, cooling and temperature. 

1. Indoor facilities for dogs and cats must be sufficiently heated and cooled 

when necessary to protect the dogs and cats from cold and hot temperatures and to 

provide for their health, comfort and well-being. 

2. When dogs and cats are present, the ambient temperature in the facility 

must not fall below fifty (50) degrees F (ten (10) degrees C) for dogs and cats not 

acclimated to lower temperatures and for those breeds that cannot tolerate lower 

temperatures without stress or discomfort (such as short-haired breeds). 

3. The ambient temperature must not fall below fifty (50) degrees F (ten (10) 

degrees C) and must not rise above eighty-five (85) degrees F (thirty (30) degrees C) at 

any time. 

d. Ventilation. 

1. Indoor facilities for dogs and cats must be sufficiently ventilated at all 

times when dogs and cats are present to provide for their health, comfort and well-being, 

and to minimize odors, drafts, ammonia levels and moisture condensation. 

2. Air, preferably fresh air, must be provided through windows, vents, fans 

or air-conditioning. 

3. Auxiliary ventilation or air-conditioning must be provided when the 

ambient temperature is eighty-five (85) degrees F (twenty-nine and one-half (29.5) 

degrees C) or higher. 

4. Proper ventilation shall insure ensure that the fumes from urine do not 

adversely affect the lungs of the animals or humans. 

e. Cages/animal enclosures. 

1. Animal enclosures must be designed and constructed of suitable materials 

so they are structurally sound. Animal enclosures must be maintained in good repair. 

2. Animal enclosures must be constructed and maintained so that they: 

A. Have no sharp points or edges that could injure dogs and cats; 
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2146 

2147 

2148 

2149 

2150 

2151 

2152 

2153 

2154 

2155 

2156 

2157 

2158 

2159 

2160 

2161 

3. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

Protect dogs and cats from injury; 

Keep predators and unauthorized individuals from accessing the 

enclosure; 

Provide dogs and cats with easy and convenient access to clean 

water as needed; 

Enable all surfaces in contact with dogs and cats to be readily 

cleaned and disinfected. 

Have floors which are constructed in a manner that protects the 

dogs' and cats' appendages from injury, and that if of mesh or 

slatted construction, will not allow the dogs' and cats' appendages 

to pass through any openings in the floor. 

Animal enclosures for dogs and cats which are housed for less than twelve (12) 

hours must provide sufficient space for each dog and cat, appropriate to its species, 

breed and size to stand erect, lie down in a comfortable, normal position, stretch out, 

and to turn about freely. 

4. In order to house animals for more than twelve (12) hours, a kennel permit must 

2162 be obtained from the Division. 

2163 (3) Animal care-Groomers. 

2164 

2165 

2166 

2167 

2168 

2169 

2170 

2171 

2172 

2173 

a. Each cage and animal enclosure including top, sides, floor, grate and door shall 

be cleaned with soap and disinfected, rinsed and dried after each animal occupant. 

b. Clippers, combs, brushes and any other equipment shall be disinfected after each 

animal grooming. 

C. Clean, separate drying towels shall be used for each individual animal groomed. 

d. Every grooming facility must use tepid warm water for the purpose of washing 

dogs and cats. Cold water is not acceptable. 

e. Grooming bathtubs shall be cleaned with soap and disinfected and rinsed after 

each animal grooming. Grooming bathtubs shall be maintained free of mold and 

mildew. 
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2174 

2175 

2176 

2177 

2178 

2179 

f. Clippers, dryers, combs, brushes and any other grooming equipment shall be 

maintained in good repair so that they are appropriate for the intended safe use per the 

manufacturers' or suppliers' instructions. 

g. No animal having a known or suspected communicable or infectious disease, shall 

be accepted for grooming care by a grooming business. 

h. No animal is to be housed overnight at any grooming parlor/unit unless the 

2180 premise is also permitted as a kennel. 

2181 (k) Minimum operational standards for commercial stables. The following standards shall 

2182 apply, except where pre-empted by State Law. 

2183 

2184 

2185 

2186 

2187 

2188 

2189 

2190 

2191 

2192 

2193 

2194 

2195 

2196 

2197 

2198 

(1) Record keeping requirements-Commercial stables. 

a. Commercial stables shall keep a reference file on all animals. These files shall be 

maintained on each animal individually. The information in these files shall include but 

not be limited to vaccination records, medical treatment administered at the facility, 

owner's name, address, emergency telephone number, proof of owner's identification, 

and name and telephone number of owner's veterinarian. 

b. A medical release must be obtained from the owner or his designee, for each 

animal and shall become part of the animal's record so that emergency treatment may 

be given if the animal shows signs of illness or injury while in the care and custody of 

the commercial stable. 

C. A copy of a current (within the previous twelve (12) months) negative Coggins 

test ( equine infectious anemia) shall be on record for each equine ( except nursing foals) 

boarded or kept at a commercial stable. No equine shall be accepted for board unless a 

current (within the past twelve (12) months) negative Coggins test record is produced 

by the owner. 

d. All records shall be made available to the inspecting officer upon request. 

2199 (2) Physical facility requirements-Commercial stables. 

2200 

2201 

2202 

a. Barn. 

1. All barns shall be well ventilated so as to have free flow of air or forced 

ventilation. 
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2203 

2204 

2205 

2206 

2207 

2208 

2209 

2210 

2211 

2212 

2213 

2214 

2215 

2216 

2217 

2218 

2219 

2220 

2221 

2222 

2223 

2224 

2225 

2226 

2227 

2228 

2229 

2230 

2231 

2. All feed and tack rooms shall be kept clean and orderly, clear oflitter and 

refuse. Aisles shall be kept clear to provide free exit of stabled animals. 

3. All barns or structures shall be in good repair with no water leaks. The 

floor of all stalls shall be free of standing water. There shall be sufficient drainage on 

the property to prevent accumulation of persistent standing water in paddock areas. 

4. Manure which has been removed from stalls and paddocks shall be 

maintained at least seventy-five (75) feet from the nearest animal stall. Manure shall be 

situated so as to assure that there shall be no run-off into canals or retention ponds. 

5. Fly abatement measures must be taken as a deterrent to flies. 

b. Pasturing. 

1. Every owner or manager of any commercial stable shall make daily 

observation of all animals housed or boarded on the property. 

2. Adequate water containers shall be available in all pasture areas sufficient 

to supplement all equine during dry periods when retention ponds lack sufficient clean 

water. Stagnant water with floating algae is unacceptable for drinking. 

3. Separate feed buckets for each equine shall be used when feeding. When 

a feed trough or bunker is used, there shall be two (2) linear feet per head or a two (2) 

foot feed box for each animal. 

4. Every commercial stable shall have sufficient drainage in order to provide 

sufficient dry land for all animals pastured and to prevent accumulation of persistent 

standing water over the entire pasture. 

5. As necessary, all pasture areas shall be dragged to spread and remove 

manure. Pasture rotation is recommended if sufficient pasture area is available. 

C. Exercise area. 

1. A designated safe exercise area, which is a minimum of two thousand five 

hundred (2,500) square feet, shall be provided for all equine. 

2. This exercise area shall be appropriately fenced. 

3. Equine shall be provided appropriate exercise as recognized by accepted 

animal husbandry practices. 
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2232 

2233 

2234 

d. Paddock area. 

1. 

2. 

Paddock areas are not required. 

If an optional paddock area is provided, the area provided shall be a 

2235 minimum of one hundred (100) square feet up to a maximum of two thousand five 

2236 hundred (2,500) square feet. 

2237 (3) Food and water supplies-Commercial stables. 

2238 

2239 

2240 

2241 

2242 

2243 

a. Opened food bags shall be stored in rodent, pest and moisture resistant containers 

with lids and properly labeled as to content. 

b. Unopened food bags shall be stored off the ground and kept clean and dry. 

C. Stored hay shall be kept clean and dry. 

d. Fresh water, free of algae, shall be available to all animals at all times. 

e. Hay provided to equine must be distributed to prevent contamination from 

2244 manure, urine and stagnant water. 

2245 (4) Animal housing requirements-Commercial stables. 

2246 

2247 

2248 

2249 

2250 

2251 

2252 

2253 

2254 

2255 

2256 

2257 

a. Any animal having a known or contagious disease or suspected of having a 

contagious disease, shall be contained in an area away from other animals. This area 

shall be clearly and visibly posted with signage stating: "CONTAINS QUARANTINED 

ANIMALS." 

b. The owner or manager of any commercial stable that has an animal with a known 

or suspected contagious or infectious disease must seek immediate veterinary care for 

that animal and follow veterinary instructions. 

C. Stalls which are used to house animals shall be large enough to allow the animal 

to stand in an erect position, turn without touching the sides or move about without 

restriction. 

d. All animals must be securely confined and not permitted to run at large. 

e. All fences must be secure and safe to prevent injury (i.e., no broken rails, exposed 

2258 nails, etc.; barbed (where permitted) or any other kind of wire must be taut and 

2259 sufficiently marked to be visible to livestock). 

2260 (5) Cleaning procedures-Commercial stables. 

75 



2261 

2262 

2263 

2264 

2265 

2266 

2267 

2268 

2269 

2270 

2271 

2272 

2273 

2274 

2275 

2276 

2277 

2278 

2279 

2280 

2281 

2282 

2283 

a. Stalls and paddocks shall be cleaned daily. Manure, urine soaked hay, shavings, 

straw or bedding must be removed daily and replaced with clean dry hay, shavings, 

straw or bedding. 

b. All stalls and paddock areas shall be free of safety hazards (i.e., nails, wire, rocks, 

wood, other debris or loose fencing upon which animals may become injured). 

C. All water containers, buckets, troughs and the like, shall be maintained in such a 

marmer as to be kept free of floating algae. 

d. All owners or managers of any commercial stable shall check for and remove any 

poisonous plants growing in or near where horses are being housed or boarded. 

e. All chemicals, pesticides, cleaning solutions and disinfectants shall be stored in 

accordance with manufacturers' instructions, properly labeled as to content and away 

from contact with animals. 

Section_23. Animal care; manner of keeping. 

(a)It shall be unlawful for any person keeping an animal to fail to provide for that animal: 

(1) Clean, sanitary, safe and humane conditions; 

(2) Sufficient quantities of appropriate food daily; 

(3) Proper air ventilation and circulation; 

(4) Adequate quantities of visibly clean and fresh water available at all times; 

(5) Medical attention and/or necessary veterinary care when an animal is sick, 

diseased or injured. Upon request by the Division, written proof of veterinary care must 

be provided; and 

(6) Adequate protection from the cold and heat to prevent stress, discomfort, or harm. 

2284 (b) It shall be unlawful for any person keeping an animal to fail to provide shelter for that 

2285 animal. 

2286 

2287 

2288 

2289 

(1) Shelter for dogs, cats and small domestic animals must: 

a. Provide adequate protection from the cold and heat. When the outdoor 

temperature falls below forty-five (45) degrees Fahrenheit, all cats, small domestic 

animals and those dogs that carmot tolerate such temperatures without stress or 
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2290 

2291 

2292 

2293 

2294 

2295 

2296 

2297 

2298 

2299 

2300 

2301 

2302 

2303 

2304 

2305 

2306 

2307 

2308 

2309 

2310 

2311 

2312 

2313 

2314 

2315 

2316 

2317 

2318 

discomfort (i.e., short-haired breeds, sick, aged, young or infirm), must be moved 

indoors or provided adequate heating to maintain temperature above forty-five (45) 

degrees Fahrenheit range. When the outdoor temperature rises above eighty-five (85) 

degrees Fahrenheit all dogs, cats, and small domestic animals must be provided air 

conditioning, a fan, or another cooling source to maintain the temperature in the shelter 

at or below eight-five (85) degrees Fahrenheit; 

b. Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and the direct effect of wind and 

rain; 

C. Provide a wind break and rain break; 

d. Contain clean, dry, bedding material; 

e. Provide protection from the elements at all times; 

f. Provide sufficient space for each animal to comfortably stand up, sit down, lie 

down, and turn around in the shelter. If the shelter is used for more than one (1) animal 

at the same time, it must provide enough space for each animal to comfortably stand up, 

sit down, lie down and turn around simultaneously; 

g. 

h. 

Provide a solid roof; 

Be structurally sound, kept in good repair, and must protect animals from injury, 

contain the animals securely, and restrict other animals from entering; 

I. Be free of any accumulation of trash, waste, material, junk, weeds, and other 

discarded materials; and 

J. Be cleaned regularly to remove animal waste to provide a clean and sanitary living 

environment. 

(2) Shelter for equine, bovine, ovine and porcine normally maintained in outdoor 

areas must: 

a. Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and the direct effect of wind and 

rain; 

b. Provide a solid roof or tree cover sufficient to provide dry shelter at all times for 

the entire group of animals; 

C. Provide protection from the elements at all times; and 
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d. Provide space for each animal to comfortably stand up, sit down, lie down and 

turn around in the shelter. If the shelter is used for more than one (1) animal at the same 

time, it must provide enough space for each animal to comfortably stand up, sit down, 

lie down and turn around simultaneously. 

( c) It shall be unlawful for any person maintaining equine or ovine to fail to keep the 

animal's hooves trimmed so as to prevent lameness, discomfort, or deformities. 

(d) No person shall tether an animal to a stationary or inanimate object as a means of 

confinement or restraint unless such person is with the animal and the animal is at all 

times visible to such person. Notwithstanding the foregoing, tethering an animal to a 

vehicle or trailer is prohibited. Choke or prong type collars shall not be used on an 

animal while such animal is tethered. As used in this chapter, tether means to restrain 

an animal by tying the animal to any object or structure, including without limitation a 

house, tree, fence, post, garage, or shed, by any means, including without limitation a 

chain, rope, cord, leash, or running line. Tethering shall not include using a leash or lead 

to walk an animal. Notwithstanding the foregoing, an animal may be tethered while 

actively participating in or attending an organized show, field trial, agility event, herding 

contest or other similar exposition or event, of a limited duration, that involves the 

judging or evaluation of animals. 

( e) Any dog maintained outdoors for all or part of the day in a fenced yard or other 

type of enclosure shall be provided a minimum of eighty (80) square feet of open space. 

An additional forty ( 40) square feet shall be required for each additional dog kept in the 

same enclosed area. Each dog shall be provided sufficient shelter within the enclosed 

area. Any enclosed area where a dog is confined shall be kept free of objects that may 

injure the dog and shall be cleaned regularly to remove feces. Dogs shall not be 

maintained outdoors during periods of extreme weather including but not limited to 

hurricanes, tropical storms, and tomados. 

( f) Animals must be given appropriate daily exercise. 

(g) No humane slaughter of animals as defined in Florida Statutes, §§ 828.22 and/or 

828.23 shall be done within earshot or view of the public. 

(h) It shall be unlawful for any person to tease or molest any animal. 

(i) It shall be unlawful for any person to: 
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(1) 

(2) 

Leave an animal in any unattended motor vehicle; 

Transport an animal in any motor vehicle without adequate ventilation or 

in unsanitary conditions; or 

(3) Subject or cause an animal to be subjected to extreme temperatures that 

adversely affect the animal's health or safety. 

G) It shall be unlawful to transport any animal on a public road in any vehicle unless 

the animal is safely and humanely restrained (at a minimum by a harness with double 

tethering for dogs) so that the animal is unable to jump or fall out of the vehicle and, if 

the animal is inside of a crate, the crate must be secured to prevent movement. When 

animals are transported in a pickup truck with a metal bed, the animals shall be provided 

protection from the metal bed. 

(k) Animals shall not be allowed on any median or in any roadway, highway or street 

intersection for any purpose other than crossing same. 

(I) Commercial trappers are prohibited from trapping domestic animals except for 

the purpose of TNVR or to retrieve loose owned animals for the purpose of return to 

owner. Any animal trapped by a commercial trapper shall be trapped, handled, and 

transported in a humane manner. When trapping such animal a commercial trapper shall 

comply with Section 4-23(m)(l )-(5) and (7)-(9). A commercial trapper shall not kill any 

domestic animal that he/she traps. 

(m) Any person trapping a domestic animal shall adhere to the following 

requirements: 

(1) Useahumanetrap; 

(2) Provide protection from the direct rays of the sun and direct effect of wind, rain 

and irrigation/sprinkler system; 

(3) Provide fresh water in the trap; 

(4) All trapped dogs and cats, other than community cats addressed in subsection (5) 

below, shall be immediately returned to their rightful owner or to a governmentally 

operated animal shelter or humane society in the County. Notwithstanding the 

foregoing, lactating/nursing cats for which no owner can be located shall be 

immediately released at the location where the cat was trapped. For any dog or cat 
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2405 

2406 

2407 

brought to an animal shelter or humane society, the person who trapped the dog or cat 

shall provide the address or exact location where the dog or cat was trapped; 

( 5) All community cats that are trapped shall be immediately released at the location 

where the cat was trapped unless trapped for the purpose of revaccination, medical care 

or to address a public health or safety concern as determined by the Division; 

(6) No trapped animal shall be killed in any manner other than a method approved in 

the American Veterinary Medical Association Guidelines on Euthanasia, as may be 

amended from time to time; 

(7) Trapping shall occur no earlier than two (2) hours before sunset and no later than 

two (2) hours after sunrise, and trapped animals shall be removed from any trap within 

that period, except when trapped by the Division for TNVR or emergency purposes; 

(8) Each trap shall include the name, address and telephone number of the person 

setting the trap on the trap in letters of no less than one-quarter(¼) inch in height; and 

(9) Any animal trapped shall be trapped handled and transported in a humane manner. 

To the extent not inconsistent with this chapter the following portions of the Florida 

Statutes, in their current form and as subsequently amended, are hereby adopted and 

incorporated by reference except as to penalty, shall be part of this section as if they 

were set out in full and shall be punishable as civil infractions: 

(1) Section 828.058, Florida Statutes; 

(2) Section 828.065, Florida Statutes; 

(3) Section 828.08, Florida Statutes; 

(4) Section 828 .12, Florida Statutes; 

(5) Section 828 .121, Florida Statutes; 

(6) Section 828 .122, Florida Statutes; 

(7) Section 828.123, Florida Statutes; 

(8) Section 828.1231, Florida Statutes; 

(9) Section 828.125, Florida Statutes; 

(10) Section 828.13, Florida Statutes; 
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2409 
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2435 

2436 

(11) Section 828.14, Florida Statutes; 

(12) Section 828.16, Florida Statutes; 

(13) Section 828.161, Florida Statutes; 

(14) Section 828.22, Florida Statutes; 

(15) Section 828.23, Florida Statutes; 

(16) Section 828.24, Florida Statutes; and 

(17) Section 828.252, Florida Statutes. 

Section 24. Dogs and cats offered for sale; health requirements. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to offer for sale or sell any dog, cat, puppy or kitten 

without first obtaining an official certificate of veterinary inspection pursuant to Florida 

Statutes, § 828.29, as amended. Dogs, cats, puppies or kittens offered for sale must be 

at least eight (8) weeks old, free of internal and external parasites, and have proper 

inoculations as described below. 

(b) The official certificate of veterinary inspection shall document that the following 

inoculations, tests and treatments have been administered: 

(1) Dogs/puppies. 

a. Inoculated against: canine distemper, leptospirosis, parainfluenza, 

hepatitis/canine adenovirus type 2, canine parvovirus, and bordetella. A rabies 

inoculation must be provided for any dog three (3) months of age or older. 

b. Diagnostic tests to detect the following internal parasites: hookworms, 

roundworms, whipworms, tapeworms, coccidia and giardia. Heartworm detection must 

occur for dogs six (6) months of age or older. Appropriate treatment for all positive 

findings must be documented. 

(2) Cats/kittens. 

a. Inoculated against: panleukopenia, feline viral rhino tracheitis, calici virus and 

rabies (provided the cat is over three (3) months of age). 

b. Diagnostic tests to detect the following internal parasites: hookworms, 

roundworms, tapeworms and coccidia. Appropriate treatment for all positive findings 
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24 3 7 must be documented. Each cat must be feline leukemia tested prior to being offered for 

24 3 8 sale, and the results given to the potential purchaser. 

2439 ( c) The veterinarian shall date the official certificate of veterinary inspection upon the 

2440 actual examination and administration of the inoculations and/or treatments. The sale of 

2441 all dogs and cats must take place no more than thirty (30) days after the official 

244 2 certificate of veterinary inspection has been issued. If a dog or cat is not sold within 

2443 thirty (30) days of the issuance of the official certificate of veterinary inspection, then a 

2444 new examination and inspection certificate must be obtained. 

2445 ( d) The Division, municipal animal control agencies, and humane societies/rescues shall be 

2446 exempt from the provisions of this section. 

244 7 Section 25. Animal agencies. 

2448 (a) Stray Hold Partners shall enter into an agreement with the County agreeing to abide by 

2449 all requirements of this Chapter. All Stray Hold Partners shall: 

2450 

2451 

2452 

2453 

2454 

2455 

2456 

2457 

2458 

2459 

2460 

2461 

2462 

2463 

2464 

2465 

2466 

(1) Hold stray animals in accordance with section 4-12, Redemption and adoption. 

Animals not redeemed in accordance with section 4-12 shall become the property of the 

Stray Hold Partner holding the animal. In the event there is a dispute with a possible 

owner during the stray holding period, the animal shall be turned over to Animal Care 

and Control. For private nonprofit animal organizations and animal rescue 

organizations, if an owner comes forward during the stray hold period, they may choose 

to bring the animal back to the Division for redemption or redeem directly back to the 

owner. 

(2) For a period of two (2) years from the date ofimpoundment of each animal, keep 

records of the impoundment and disposition of each animal received and record dates, 

names and addresses of persons from whom each animal was obtained and to whom 

each animal is released. All such records must be made available to the Division for 

inspection and copying upon request. 

(3) Provide dogs and cats released to owners with a rabies inoculation and 

instructions on acquiring a County rabies/license tag. 

(4) Provide dogs and cats released to new adopters with: 

a. A rabies inoculation and instructions on acquiring a County rabies tag. 
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2468 
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2474 
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2476 

2477 

2478 

2479 

b. An electronic animal identification device (EAID). 

(5) Reasonably assure that adopted dogs are not to be used as commercial guard dogs, 

bait dogs, or used for dog fighting. 

(6) Assure that animals kept longer than twenty-four (24) hours are maintained in 

animal enclosures that are consistent with subsection 4-22(h). 

(7) Contact appropriate agencies for the identification of any animals found with 

tattoos, tags or electronic animal identification devices (EAID). 

(8) 

(9) 

Comply with section 4-23, Animal care; manner of keeping. 

Provision shall be made for the sterilization of all dogs and cats sold or released 

for adoption by either: 

a. Providing sterilization by a licensed veterinarian before relinquishing custody or 

the animal; or 

b. Entering into a written agreement with the adopter guaranteeing that sterilization 

2480 will be performed within 3 0 days or prior to sexual maturity. The humane society, 

2481 private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue organization shall require 

2482 sufficient deposit from the adopter, which deposit shall be refundable upon presentation 

2483 of written evidence by the veterinarian performing the sterilization that the animal has 

2484 been sterilized. Upon the request of a licensed veterinarian, and for valid reason, the 

2485 time limit within which the animal must be sterilized may be extended. 

2486 (b) Non-Stray Hold Partners must follow the same requirements as the general public, 

2487 section 4-8 Keeping/ Adopting Stray Animals. 

2488 ( c) All humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations, and animal rescue 

2489 organizations that accept animals from any member of the public will be required to 

2490 have such person sign a written statement detailing the reclaim, adoption and euthanasia 

2491 policies. 

2492 ( d) All humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations, and animal rescue 

2493 

2494 

2495 

2496 

organizations must be transparent with potential adopters and/or with other 

organizations that are considering accepting the transfer of an animal into their own 

program. All known dangerous propensities, such as any bite history, any history of 

animal attacks and/or any history of aggressive incidents, as well as any known medical 
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2497 conditions, must be disclosed to prospective adopters, fosters and/or to the next 

2498 organization taking possession of the animal. 

2499 ( e) All humane societies, private nonprofit animal organizations and animal rescue 

2500 organizations that house or shelter animals within a facility open to the public are subject 

2501 to annual inspection by the Division. 

2502 (f) No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization or animal rescue organization 

2503 shall provide compensation directly or indirectly to any breeder, pet dealer, pet auction, 

2504 or other source in exchange for a cat or dog. 

2505 (g) No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue 

2506 organization shall make animals available for adoption or resale in Palm Beach County 

2507 if that animal was purchased from a pet auction or commercial breeder within the prior 

2508 six (6) months. 

2509 (h) No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue 

2510 organization shall market an animal as having been "Rescued" or "Saved" if that animal 

2511 was purchased from a breeder, per dealer, pet auction, or other source. 

2512 (i) No humane society, private nonprofit animal organization, or animal rescue 

2513 organization shall import or accept any animal originating from any location outside the 

2514 state of Florida without obtaining a valid Official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection 

2515 for that animal. Such document must certify the animal is free of contagious disease and 

2516 be signed by a state licensed veterinarian from the state of origin within 7 days prior to 

2517 the date of importation. Such records must be maintained for a minimum of2 years and 

2518 must be made available to the Division upon request. 

2519 Section 26. Aggressive dogs and dangerous dogs. 

2520 (a) Classification of dogs as aggressive and dangerous. 

2521 

2522 

2523 

2524 

2525 

2526 

(I) The Division shall investigate reported incidents involving any dog that may be 

aggressive or dangerous and shall, if possible, interview the owner and require a sworn 

affidavit from any person, animal control officer, or enforcement officer desiring to have 

a dog classified as aggressive or dangerous. 

(2) In the event that any animal control officer has sufficient cause to believe that a 

dog is aggressive or dangerous and that the owner is unable or unwilling to humanely, 
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2552 

2553 

2554 

2555 

2556 

2557 

safely and securely confine the dog, the officer may impound the dog pending the 

investigation and any appeal if deemed necessary to protect the public. Notwithstanding 

the foregoing, a dog that is the subject of a dangerous dog investigation and that has 

killed a human being or has bitten a human being and left a bite mark that scores 5 or 

higher on the Dunbar bite scale must be immediately confiscated by the Division; placed 

in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time; impounded; and held. The dog 

must be held pending the outcome of the investigation and any hearings or appeals 

related to the dangerous dog classification or any penalty imposed under this chapter. If 

the dog is to be destroyed, the dog may not be destroyed while an appeal is pending. 

(3) The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other fees 

required for the Division to care for any dog impounded at the shelter pending the 

outcome of the investigation and resolution of any hearing or appeal. 

( 4) An owner's refusal to surrender a dog for impoundment pending the investigation 

shall constitute a violation of this chapter. 

(5) At the discretion of the Division, a dog that is the subject of a an aggressive or 

dangerous dog investigation, other than those dogs that are required to be confiscated 

by the Division in accordance with section 4-26(a)(2), may be confined at a licensed 

facility approved by the Division or at the residence of the owner if the Division is given 

adequate assurance by the owner that the dog can be humanely, safely, and securely 

confined without posing a danger to the public. If the dog remains with the owner 

pending the outcome of a dangerous dog investigation and resolution of any appeal, the 

dog shall be at all times maintained in a securely fenced or enclosed area to prevent the 

dog from escaping or coming into contact with any person or domestic animal other 

than a person or domestic animal in the immediate household of the owner. If the dog 

remains with the owner pending the outcome of an aggressive dog investigation and 

resolution of any appeal, the dog shall be at all times maintained in a securely fenced or 

enclosed area to prevent the dog from escaping or coming into contact with any 

domestic animal other than a domestic animal in the immediate household of the owner. 

Pending resolution of an aggressive or dangerous dog appeal, the dog shall at all times 

wear a muzzle when it is off the owner's property and must be restrained by a substantial 

leash not exceeding six ( 6) feet in length and under the control of a competent person. 
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(6) No dog that is the subject of an aggressive or dangerous dog investigation may be 

relocated or ownership transferred pending the outcome of an investigation or any 

appeal related to the determination of an aggressive or dangerous dog classification. The 

owner shall provide the Division with the address of where the dog will be maintained 

pending an investigation and any related hearings. 

(7) A dog shall not be declared dangerous if the threat, injury or damage was 

sustained by a person who, at the time, was unlawfully on the property or, while lawfully 

on the property, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog or its owner or a family 

member. No dog may be declared aggressive or dangerous if the dog was protecting or 

defending a human being within the immediate vicinity of the dog from an unjustified 

attack or assault. 

(8) If a dog is classified as a dangerous dog due to an incident that causes severe 

injury to a human being, based upon the nature and circumstances of the injury and the 

likelihood of a future threat to the public safety, health, and welfare, the dog may be 

destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. 

(9) A dog that is moved into Palm Beach County and that has been equivalently 

classified as dangerous in another jurisdiction shall be subject to all of the dangerous 

dog requirements set forth herein. Within seven (7) days after a dog is moved into Palm 

Beach County, the owner shall obtain a certificate of registration for the dog from the 

Division. 

(10) After its investigation, the Division shall make an initial determination as to 

whether there is sufficient cause to classify the dog as aggressive or dangerous, and as 

to the appropriate penalty, if classified as Dangerous. The Division shall provide written 

notification of sufficient cause finding ( and proposed penalty, for a dangerous dog), to 

the owner, by registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service in 

conformance with the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process. The owner 

shall be afforded an opportunity for a hearing before a Special Master prior to a final 

determination of the classification. If the owner decides to appeal the initial 

determination, the owner shall file a written request with the Division for a hearing 

before the Special Master within seven (7) calendar days from the date of receipt of the 

notification of the sufficient cause finding and if requested, the hearing shall be held as 
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(b) 

soon as possible, no sooner than five (5) calendar days and not more than twenty-one 

(21) calendar days after receipt of the request from the owner. Said written request must 

be accompanied by an appeal bond and any applicable fees for the care and boarding of 

said dog ( due through the fifth day following the date of the request for hearing). The 

appeal bond and any other applicable fees shall be established by the Board by 

resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the Division in the form of a money 

order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank check payable to the County. The 

Division shall provide notice of the hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail, 

facsimile, certified mail or certified hand delivery. If a hearing is not timely requested 

regarding the aggressive or dangerous dog classification or proposed penalty, the 

determination of the Division as to such matter is final. 

(11) Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the Special Master may, at the 

Special Master's discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with prejudice. In such 

instances, the determination of the Division as to such matter is final. 

(12) Upon an aggressive or dangerous dog classification becoming final after a hearing 

or by operation oflaw pursuant to subsection 4-26(a), the Division shall provide written 

notification to the owner by registered mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or 

service in conformance with the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process. 

The owner may appeal the dangerous dog classification, or penalty, or both, to the 

Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court in and for Palm Beach County, 

Florida. The owner may appeal the aggressive dog classification by filing a petition for 

writ of centiorari in the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court in and for Palm Beach County 

in accordance with the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 

(13) Hunting dogs are exempt from this section when engaged in any legal hunt or 

training procedure. Dogs engaged in training or exhibiting in legal sports such as 

obedience trials, conformation shows, field trials, hunting/retrieving trials, and herding 

trials are exempt from this section when engaged in any legal procedures. However, 

such dogs at all other times in all other respects are subject to this chapter. Dogs that 

have been classified as dangerous may not be used for hunting purposes. 

Aggressive dog mandates and responsibilities. Within fourteen (14) days after a dog has 

been classified as aggressive or an aggressive dog classification is upheld on appeal, the 
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2635 

2636 (c) 

aggressive dog shall be implanted with an approved electronic animal identification 

device (EAID) at the owner's sole expense and the aggressive dog shall be 

spayed/neutered unless a licensed veterinarian has examined the dog and certified in 

writing, that at such time spaying/neutering the classified dog will endanger its health 

because of infirmity, disability, illness or other medical consideration. However, the dog 

will be spayed/neutered as soon as its health permits. If there is a disagreement 

concerning the health status for sterilizing an aggressive dog, the Division may have the 

animal care and control staff/contract veterinarian examine the dog to determine its 

eligibility for sterilization. 

(1) Responsibilities for owner. An aggressive dog shall at all times wear a muzzle 

when it is off the owner's property and must be restrained by a substantial chain or leash 

not exceeding six ( 6) feet in length and under the control of a competent person. The 

muzzle must be made in a manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with 

its vision or respiration but must prevent it from biting any person or domestic animal. 

Dogs that have been classified as aggressive shall not be brought to a dog park, public 

park or public beach that allows dogs. 

The Director or designee may, in his or her discretion, enter into a written consent 

2637 agreement with the owner of a dog sought to be classified as aggressive providing for a 

2638 one-year probationary period prior to an aggressive dog classification becoming final. 

2639 The consent agreement shall provide written assurance of voluntary compliance with all 

2640 applicable provisions of this chapter. The consent agreement may in addition provide 

2641 for remedial or corrective action, including but not limited to, evidence of successful 

2642 completion of a course of dog training. Except as expressly provided for in the consent 

264 3 agreement, the consent agreement shall not be deemed to impose any limitation on the 

2644 County's ability to enforce any provisions of this Chapter. Violation of the consent 

2645 agreement shall be a violation of this Chapter, may lead to termination of the consent 

2646 agreement, and may result in an aggressive or, if warranted, dangerous dog 

264 7 classification. 

2648 ( d) Dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities. 

2649 (1) Mandates for owner. Except for any dog that is required to be destroyed pursuant 

2650 to section 4-26(a)(8), within seven (7) days after a dog has been classified as dangerous 
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or a dangerous dog classification is upheld on appeal, an owner of a dangerous dog shall 

obtain a certificate ofregistration for the dog from the Division and renew the certificate 

annually. The fee shall be established by the Board by Resolution. The certificate of 

registration may only be issued to the owner upon sufficient evidence of compliance 

with all of the following: 

a. A certificate of rabies vaccination. 

b. A proper enclosure to confine the dangerous dog and the posting of the premises 

with a clearly visible warning sign at all entry points which informs both children and 

adults of the presence of a dangerous dog on the property. 

C. The dog shall be implanted with an approved electronic animal identification 

device (EAID) at the owner's sole expense. 

d. The owner of a dangerous dog shall provide the Division with two (2) color 

photographs of the dog, (front view and side view) that clearly identifies the classified 

dog. Each photograph shall be at least three (3) inches by three (3) inches. 

e. A dangerous dog must be spayed/neutered unless a licensed veterinarian has 

examined the dog and certified in writing, that at such time spaying/neutering the 

classified dog would endanger its health because of infirmity, disability, illness or other 

medical consideration. However, the dog must be spayed/neutered as soon as its health 

permits. If there is a disagreement concerning the health status for sterilizing a 

dangerous dog, the Division may have the animal care and control staff/contract 

veterinarian examine the dog to determine its eligibility for sterilization. 

f. Liability insurance coverage in an amount ofat least $100,000 to cover damages 

2673 resulting from an attack by the dangerous dog causing bodily injury to a person and 

2674 provide proof of the required liability insurance coverage to the Division. 

2675 (2) Responsibilities for owner. 

2676 a. 

2677 

2678 

2679 

2680 

The owner shall immediately notify the Division when a dangerous dog: 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Is loose, unconfined or lost/stolen; 

Has bitten a human being or attacked another domestic animal; 

Is sold, given away, or dies; or 

Is moved to another address. 
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2681 

2682 

2683 

2684 

2685 

2686 

2687 

2688 

2689 

2690 

2691 

2692 

2693 

2694 

2695 

2696 

2697 

2698 

2699 

2700 

2701 

2702 

2703 

2704 

2705 

2706 

2707 

2708 

2709 

2710 

2711 

b. Prior to a dangerous dog being sold or given away, the owner shall provide the 

name, address and phone number of the new owner to the Division. The new owner 

shall execute a document to be supplied by the Division, acknowledging that the owner 

is aware of the dangerous dog classification, and that the owner must comply with the 

requirements of this section. The new owner must comply with all of the requirements 

of this chapter. If the animal is moved out of the County to another jurisdiction within 

the State, the owner is required to abide by Florida Statutes Ch. 767. The animal control 

authority at the new location must be notified by the owner of a dog classified as 

dangerous, that the dog is in its jurisdiction. 

C. While on the owner's property, a dangerous dog must be securely confined indoors 

or securely confined outdoors in an enclosed and locked structure, suitable to prevent 

the entry of any person other than adult members of the immediate household and 

constructed to prevent the dog from escaping. The structure must be a minimum of 

eighty (80) square feet. Such structure shall have secure sides and a secure top and 

bottom to prevent the dog from escaping over, under or through the structure. The 

enclosure shall provide a humane existence for the dog and protection from the 

elements. 

d. When being transported, a dangerous dog must wear a muzzle and be safely and 

securely restrained within a vehicle. 

e. The owner shall prominently display a sign to be provided by the Division at the 

owner's expense, on his/her premises at all entry points warning children and adults that 

there is a dangerous dog on the property. The fee for this sign shall be established by 

the Board by resolution. 

f. A dangerous dog shall at all times wear a muzzle when it is not securely confined 

indoors or securely confined outdoors in an enclosed and locked structure on the owner's 

property. A dangerous dog may be off the owner's premises or out of its enclosure ifit 

is muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or leash not exceeding six ( 6) feet in 

length and under the control of a competent person. The muzzle must be made in a 

manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration but 

must prevent it from biting any person or domestic animal. Notwithstanding the 

foregoing, the owner may exercise the dog in a securely fenced or enclosed area that 
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2712 

2713 

2714 

2715 

2716 

2717 

2718 

2719 

2720 

2721 

2722 

2723 

2724 

2725 

2726 

2727 

2728 

does not have a top, with a muzzle but without a leash, if the dog remains within his or 

her sight and only members of the immediate household or persons eighteen (18) years 

of age or older are allowed in the fenced yard or enclosure while the dog is present. 

g. 

h. 

A dangerous dog shall not be used as a guard dog as defined in this chapter. 

Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be used for hunting 

purposes. 

1. Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be brought to a dog park or 

public park or public beach that allows dogs. 

J. When any person or domestic animal other than the owner or a person or domestic 

animal in the immediate household of the owner visits the premises where the dangerous 

dog is maintained, the owner shall secure the dangerous dog in an enclosed and locked 

structure to prevent such person or domestic animal from corning into contact with the 

dangerous dog. 

k. Dogs that have been classified as dangerous shall not be brought to any 

nonresidential establishment other than a veterinary office or other facility where the 

dangerous dog is being treated, trained or boarded. 

I. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a dangerous dog may be cared for at a boarding 

2729 facility or by a pet sitter if the boarding facility or pet sitter acknowledges in writing 

2730 that the dog is a dangerous dog and agrees to comply with this chapter. 

2731 The Division shall have the authority to make inspections to ensure that the provisions cited 

2732 herein are complied with. 

2733 An owner of a dangerous dog shall have the option to have said dog humanely euthanized at 

2734 his/her sole expense by the Division or licensed veterinarian if the owner is unable to 

2735 comply with the requirements cited herein. 

2736 (3) Violations. 

2737 

2738 

2739 

2740 

2741 

a. The Division is responsible for investigating alleged violations ofthis section after 

a dog is classified as aggressive or dangerous. A citation may be issued to the owner of 

any aggressive or dangerous dog alleged to be in violation of this section. The 

investigating officer may issue such citation upon the receipt of one (I) sworn affidavit 

of complaint. This affidavit shall specify the address or location of the alleged violation, 
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2742 

2743 

2744 

2745 

the nature, time and date(s) of the act, the name and address of the owner, if known, and 

a description of the dog. In the event that a third or subsequent citation is issued to the 

owner for violation of this section, the owner shall be required to appear in court. 

b. An animal care and control officer may impound a dangerous dog if the owner 

2746 fails to comply with the dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities cited herein. A 

2747 dangerous dog impounded under this section may be redeemed by the owner upon the 

2748 owner's compliance with the dangerous dog mandates and responsibilities and payment 

2749 of any boarding fees, impound fees, or other applicable fees established by the Board 

2750 by resolution. If the owner does not comply with the dangerous dog mandates and 

2751 responsibilities and redeem the dangerous dog within fourteen (14) days of the date the 

2752 dog was impounded, the dog shall become the property of the County. 

2753 ( e) Attack or bite by dangerous dog or unclassified dog that causes death; confiscation; 

2754 destruction. 

2755 

2756 

2757 

2758 

2759 

2760 

2761 

2762 

2763 

2764 

2765 

2766 

2767 

2768 

2769 

2770 

2771 

2772 

(1) If a dog that has previously been declared dangerous attacks or bites a person or 

a domestic animal, without provocation, the dangerous dog shall be immediately 

confiscated by the Division, placed in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of 

time or impounded and held ten (10) business days after the owner is given written 

notification by certified mail, certified hand delivery (signed receipt), or service in 

conformance with the provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process and 

thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. 

(2) If a dog that has not previously been declared dangerous attacks and causes the 

severe injury to or death of any human, the dog shall be immediately confiscated by the 

Division, placed in quarantine, if necessary, for the proper length of time or held for ten 

(10) business days after the owner is given written notification by registered mail, 

certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service in conformance with the provisions 

of chapter 48 relating to service of process and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious 

and humane manner. 

(3) If a dog that has not been declared dangerous attacks and causes the death of a 

human, the dog shall be immediately confiscated by the Division, placed in quarantine, 

if necessary, for the proper length of time; impounded; or and held for ten (10) business 

days after the owner is given written notification by registered mail, certified hand 
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2773 

2774 

2775 

2776 

2777 

2778 

2779 

2780 

2781 

2782 

2783 

2784 

2785 

2786 

2787 

2788 

2789 

2790 

2791 

2792 

2793 

2794 

2795 

2796 

2797 

2798 

2799 

2800 

2801 

2802 

2803 

delivery (signed receipt) or service in conformance with the provisions of chapter 48 

relating to service of process and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and humane 

manner. 

(4) A dog shall not be subject to classification if the threat, injury or damage was 

sustained by a person who, at the time, was unlawfully on the property or, while lawfully 

on the property, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog or its owner or a family 

member. No dog may be subject to classification if the dog was protecting or defending 

a human being within the immediate vicinity of the dog from an unjustified attack or 

assault. 

(5) Classification process. 

a. The Division shall investigate any incident involving any dog that may 

subject the dog to classification under section 4-26( e) and shall, if possible, 

interview the owner and require a sworn affidavit from any person, animal control 

officer, or enforcement officer desiring to have a dog classified. The dog shall be 

impounded and held by the Division pending the outcome of the investigation and 

any appeal. 

b. The owner shall be responsible for payment of all boarding costs and other 

fees required for the Division to care for the dog pending the outcome of the 

investigation and resolution of any appeal. 

c. An owner's refusal to surrender a dog for impoundment pending the 

investigation shall constitute a violation of this chapter. No dog that is the subject 

of an investigation under section 4-26( e) may be relocated or ownership 

transferred. 

d. After its investigation, the Division shall make an initial determination as 

to whether there is sufficient cause to destroy the dog. The Division shall provide 

written notification of sufficient cause finding, to the owner, by registered mail, 

certified hand delivery (signed receipt) or service in conformance with the 

provisions of chapter 48 relating to service of process. The owner may request a 

hearing under subsection 4-26(a) during the 10 business days after such 

notification. The hearing shall be held no sooner than five (5) calendar days and 

not more than twenty-one (21) calendar days after receipt of the request from the 
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2804 

2805 

2806 

2807 

2808 

2809 

2810 

2811 

2812 

2813 

owner. The appeal bond, and any applicable fees for the care and boarding of said 

dog ( due through the fifth day following the date of the request for hearing) must 

accompany the owner's written request. The appeal bond and fees shall be 

established by the Board by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the 

Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a 

bank check payable to the County. The Division shall provide notice of the 

hearing to the owner by U.S. mail, electronic mail, certified mail or certified hand 

delivery. If the owner fails to appeal within the ten (I 0) business days of the 

notification, the dog shall be destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. 

e. Once a hearing date is set, failure to appear before the Special Master may, 

2814 at the Special Master's discretion, result in the dismissal of the hearing with 

2815 prejudice. In such instances, the process will proceed and the dog shall be 

2816 destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner. 

2817 (6) Notice of appeal. The owner may appeal the classification to the Circuit Court of the 

2818 Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court in and for Palm Beach County, Florida in accordance 

2819 with the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 

2820 

2821 Section 27. Sterilization program for dogs and cats. 

2822 (a) Purpose. The Board has determined that the unintended or uncontrolled breeding of 

2823 dogs and cats within the County leads to many dogs, cats, puppies, and kittens being 

2824 unwanted, becoming strays, suffering privation and death, being impounded and 

2825 euthanized at great expense to the community, and constituting a public nuisance and 

2826 public health hazard. It is, therefore, declared to be the public policy of the County that 

2827 every feasible means of reducing the number of unwanted dogs, cats, puppies, and 

2828 kittens be encouraged. 

2829 (b) Spaying, neutering of dogs and cats. 

2830 

2831 

2832 

(!) Every dog six (6) months of age or older and every cat four (4) months of age or 

older within the County shall be spayed or neutered, unless proof of one (1) of the 

following exemptions is provided to the Division: 

94 



2833 

2834 

2835 

2836 

2837 

2838 

2839 

2840 

2841 

2842 

2843 

2844 

2845 

2846 

2847 

2848 

2849 

2850 

2851 

2852 

2853 

2854 

2855 

2856 

2857 

2858 

2859 

2860 

2861 

2862 

2863 

a. The dog or cat is registered with a national or international club, 

association, or registry recognized by the Division, and the owner certifies in 

writing to the Division that the animal is being used, trained, or considered for use 

in a show( s ), sporting competition( s ), or other similar competitive event( s) held 

by one (1) or more national or international clubs, associations, or registries. 

b. A veterinarian licensed in the State certifies in writing that the dog or cat 

is medically unfit to undergo the required spay or neuter procedure because of a 

medical condition, including but not limited to age, that would be substantially 

aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause the dog or cat's death. The 

writing must state the date by which the dog or cat may be safely spayed or 

neutered. The Division may extend the time for spaying or neutering a dog or cat 

or may exempt such dog or cat from the spay/neuter requirement based upon the 

written medical recommendation of a licensed veterinarian. For a dog or cat that 

is not spayed or neutered due to a health condition as provided herein, the license 

tag fee established by the Board for sterilized dogs or cats shall apply. As soon as 

the medical condition that prevents a dog or cat from being spayed or neutered 

ceases to exist, it shall be the duty of the owner of such dog or cat to promptly 

comply with this section. 

C. The dog is currently used by a law enforcement agency for law 

enforcement purposes. 

d. The dog is a guide dog or service animal as defined in section 4-2 of this 

chapter. 

e. The owner wishes to keep the dog unsterilized and certifies in writing to 

the Division that the dog will not be bred or used for stud purposes unless an 

appropriate breeder permit is first obtained from the Division. Breeding or using 

the dog for stud in violation of this provision shall constitute a violation of this 

chapter. 

f. The dog is used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial 

breeder. The cat is used for breeding purposes by a licensed hobby or commercial 

breeder and is registered as a pedigreed cat with the Cat Fancier Association or 

the International Cat Association. 
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2864 

2865 

2866 

2867 

2868 

2869 

g. The dog or cat is being harbored by a shelter, humane society, or private 

animal nonprofit organization, or animal rescue organization whether public or 

private, whose principal purpose is securing the adoption of dogs or cats or 

offering sanctuary for dogs or cats, provided that the dog or cat is spayed or 

neutered in accordance with Section 4-25, Animal agencies. 

h. Illegal Breeders will be required to spay or neuter their animals within 30 

2870 days of notice of non-compliance. 

2871 Section 28. Hobby breeder permits. 

2872 (a) Hobby breeder permits. 

2873 

2874 

2875 

2876 

2877 

2878 

2879 

2880 

2881 

2882 

2883 

2884 

2885 

2886 

2887 

2888 

2889 

2890 

2891 

2892 

(1) No person shall breed a dog or cat or offer a dog or cat for breeding or stud 

purposes without first obtaining an appropriate breeding permit issued by the Division. 

No person shall maintain unsterilized dogs over six (6) months of age or unsterilized 

cats over four ( 4) months of age together without first obtaining an appropriate breeding 

permit from the Division. No cat shall be bred unless it is a pedigreed cat registered as 

such with the Cat Fancier Association or the International Cat Association. No hobby 

breeder permit shall be issued unless the cats to be bred are pedigreed cats registered as 

such with the Cat Fancier Association or the International Cat Association. The cost of 

the permit and other related fees shall be established by the Board by resolution. 

(2) Any person found to be engaging in illegal breeding will not be eligible to obtain 

a Hobby Breeder permit for one year. 

(3) Hobby breeders shall: 

a. Not breed more than two (2) litters or more than nineteen (19) dogs, cats, puppies, 

or kittens during a one-year period; 

b. Not offer for sale, sell, trade, receive any compensation for or give away more 

than two (2) litters or more than nineteen (19) dogs, cats, puppies, or kittens during a 

one-year period; 

C. Keep records for the duration of the hobby breeder permit and all permit renewals 

as to the birth of each litter of puppies or kittens apd shall make such records available 

for review by the Division upon request; 
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2893 

2894 

2895 

2896 

2897 

2898 

2899 

2900 

2901 

2902 

2903 

2904 

2905 

2906 

2907 

2908 

2909 

2910 

2911 

2912 

2913 

2914 

2915 

2916 

2917 

2918 

2919 

2920 

2921 

2922 

d. Keep records including but not limited to records concerning rabies vaccinations, 

all other inoculations and any medical condition(s) of each dog, cat, puppy or kitten 

intended to be sold, given away, or otherwise conveyed; 

e. On a quarterly basis, the name, address, and telephone number of the new owner 

of any dog, cat, puppy or kitten placed or a notice that no animal was sold during the 

quarter shall be provided to the Division; 

f. Furnish to each new owner of a dog, cat, puppy or kitten the hobby breeder permit 

number so the new owner has proof and assurance that the animal was legally bred; 

g. Not offer a puppy or kitten under the age of eight (8) weeks for sale, trade, other 

compensation or free giveaway, with the exception of animals taken to an animal 

shelter; 

h. Recommend to each new owner that any animal sold, transferred or given away 

be examined by a licensed veterinarian within one (1) week of the date of transfer and 

notify the new owner of State requirements for rabies vaccinations; 

1. List the person's hobby breeder permit number on all advertisements and literature 

concerning the sale or free giveaway of any dog, cat, puppy or kitten of the hobby 

breeder; 

J. Adhere to minimum standards regarding the care and manner of keeping of 

animals as provided in section 4-23, animal care; manner of keeping; and 

k. To the extent permitted by Jaw, allow the Division to inspect the exterior of the 

premises wherein an animal that is the subject of a hobby breeder permit is maintained 

and to view any animal that is the subject of the permit. Such inspection will conducted 

at least once per year, typically at times of new permit application and as a condition of 

annual renewal. If a hobby breeder refuses to allow the Division to perform an 

inspection as provided herein, citations may be issued and the Division may apply for a 

warrant pursuant to Florida Statutes Ch. 933. All reports of such inspections shall be in 

writing and maintained by the Division. 

(4) A hobby breeder permit is valid .for a period of one (I) year from the date of 

issuance and must be renewed annually. Renewal applications for permits shall be made 

at least thirty (30) days prior to expiration. 
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2923 

2924 

2925 

2926 

2927 

2928 

(5) A hobby breeder permit is not transferable, assignable, or refundable. 

( 6) Each person owning an animal intended to be used for breeding or studding shall 

obtain a hobby breeder permit prior to using any dog or cat for breeding or stud 

purposes. A hobby breeder must obtain an unaltered license tag for each unaltered dog 

or cat covered under the hobby breeder permit. 

(7) Only one hobby breeder permit shall be issued per parcel ofland. 

2929 (b) Obtaining a hobby breeder permit. 

2930 

2931 

2932 

2933 

2934 

2935 

2936 

2937 

2938 

2939 

2940 

2941 

2942 

2943 

2944 

(!) A person seeking a hobby breeder permit shall apply to the Division on a form 

approved by the Division. 

(2) The permit application shall include but is not limited to the following 

information: 

a. The name, address and telephone number of the applicant; 

b. A statement as to whether the applicant has ever been convicted of the offense of 

cruelty to animals or had a final judgment entered against the applicant under F.S. § 

828.073, or any other statute prohibiting animal neglect or mistreatment; 

C. A description (species, breed, sex, age, coloration) of each animal under the 

permit; and 

d. A description of the activity for which the permit is requested. 

(3) If the applicant withholds or falsifies any information on the application, no 

permit shall be issued and any permit previously issued based on false or withheld 

information shall be revoked. 

(4) No person who has previously been convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, 

2945 or plead nolo contendere to a crime of animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities 

2946 involving animals, child abuse, or domestic violence or who has had a final judgment 

2947 entered against him/her pursuant to Florida Statutes 828.073 or comparable statute, shall 

2948 be issued a hobby breeder permit. 

2949 ( c) Permit procedures. 
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2950 

2951 

2952 

2953 

(1) The permit applicant shall complete an application, supply all information 

requested by the Division, and pay the applicable permit fee established by the Board 

by resolution. 

(2) Permit applications shall be valid for thirty (30) days in order for applicants to 

2954 make corrections to meet minimum compliance specifications. 

2955 ( d) Violations. 

2956 

2957 

2958 

2959 

2960 

2961 

2962 

2963 

2964 

2965 

2966 

2967 

2968 

2969 

2970 

2971 

2972 

2973 

2974 

2975 

2976 

2977 

2978 

(I) Failure to apply for a permit prior to operating as a hobby breeder shall constitute 

a violation. 

(2) Failure to reapply for a permit at least thirty (30) days before expiration of the 

existing permit shall constitute a violation. 

(3) Refusal to allow an animal control officer to inspect an animal or the premises as 

provided in section 4-28(a)(2)k. shall constitute a violation. 

(4) It shall be a violation of this chapter to counterfeit a hobby breeder permit or 

official certificate of veterinary inspection or to maliciously destroy a hobby breeder 

permit. 

(5) It shall be a violation of this section to advertise, display, attempt to sell or sell 

any dog or cat on any roadside or public right-of-way. 

( e) Permit denial, revocation, and suspension. 

(1) By notice of adverse action, the Division may deny, revoke or suspend any permit 

if it is determined that: 

a. There has been a material misstatement or misrepresentation in the permit 

application; 

b. The applicant/permit holder has been cited for at least three (3) violations of this 

chapter within a two-year period, each resulting in the imposition of a fine; 

C. The permit holder/applicant has outstanding and unsatisfied civil penalties 

imposed due to a violation of this chapter; 

d. The applicant/permit holder, his/her agent or a member of the household has been 

convicted of, had adjudication withheld on, or plead nolo contendere to a crime of 

animal cruelty or abuse, sexual activities involving animals, child abuse, or domestic 
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2979 

2980 

2981 

2982 

2983 

2984 

violence or has had a final judgment entered against him/her pursuant to Florida Statutes 

828.073 or comparable statute; or 

e. An animal under the care and responsibility of an applicant/permit holder has been 

found to be in need of immediate veterinary care that, if not treated, would result in 

suffering, pain or death. 

(2) No permit fee shall be refunded for a permit that is revoked or suspended. For a 

2985 permit that is denied after review, the permit fee shall be refunded as provided by the 

2986 Board by resolution. 

2987 (f) Appeal process. 

2988 

2989 

2990 

2991 

2992 

2993 

2994 

2995 

2996 

2997 

2998 

2999 

3000 

3001 

3002 

3003 

3004 

3005 

3006 

(1) Any applicant or permit holder who has been denied a permit or whose permit has 

been revoked or suspended may appeal this action to a Special Master within the ten­

day period after the Division originates the adverse action. A written notice of appeal 

and appeal bond must be filed with the Division within ten (10) days of the notice of 

adverse action. The Board of County Commissioners is hereby authorized to establish 

the amount of the appeal bond by resolution. The appeal bond shall be remitted to the 

Division in the form of a money order, a certified check, a cashier's check, or a bank 

check payable to the County. 

(2) The appeal will be heard by a Special Master within thirty (30) calendar days after 

the applicant or permit holder has submitted a notice of appeal. The initial hearing on 

the appeal may be continued by the Division, the Special Master, or the applicant or 

permit holder beyond the thirty (30) calendar days for good cause shown. 

(3) Unless otherwise provided herein, the hearing before the Special Master shall be 

governed as provided in section 4-329, Animal care and control Special Master hearing. 

(4) The denial, revocation or suspension of the permit shall be upheld or reversed by 

the Special Master. 

(5) All decisions by the Special Master shall be final and reviewable by writ of 

certiorari to the County Circuit Court. 

(6) The Special Master shall provide the applicant or permit holder with written 

3007 notice of his/her decision. 

3008 (g) Owner requirements following notice of adverse action and/or appeal process. 
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3009 

3010 

3011 

3012 

(1) If the notice of adverse action of denial, revocation or suspension of a hobby 

breeder permit is not appealed, the applicant or permit holder shall come into 

compliance with this chapter within ten (10) days after the notice of adverse action. 

(2) Any person whose permit has been revoked may not reapply for a period of one 

3013 (1) year. Each reapplication for a permit shall be accompanied by a fee to be established 

3014 by the Board by resolution. 

3015 (h) Fee waiver. The Division shall waive the annual hobby breeder permit fee for any 

3016 person/applicant who applies for a hobby breeder permit on or before August 1, 2008. 

3017 For persons/applicants who apply for a hobby breeder permit during this period, the 

3018 Division shall also annually waive the fee for two (2) unaltered dog or cat license tags. 

3019 The fee waiver shall remain in effect for a hobby breeder so long as the hobby breeder 

3020 remains in compliance with this chapter and F.S. ch. 828. 

3021 

3022 

3023 

3024 

3025 

3026 

3027 

3028 

3029 

3030 

3031 

3032 

3033 

3034 

3035 

3036 

3037 

3038 

Section 29. Special Master hearings. 

(a) The Board of County Commissioners shall appoint Special Masters who shall make 

decisions relating to any hearings that have been initiated as provided in this chapter. 

The Board shall appoint as many Special Masters as deemed necessary. 

1. Special Masters shall at minimum: (a) be a graduate of a law school accredited by 

the American Bar Association; (b) demonstrate knowledge of local government 

regulations and procedures; ( c) be a member in good standing with the Florida Bar; and 

( d) meet other such qualifications that may be established by resolution of the 

Commission. 

2. Special Masters shall enter into an agreement with the Board setting forth the 

terms and conditions of their service. 

3. Code Enforcement Special Masters selected in accordance with Article 2 of the 

Palm Beach County Unified Land Development Code may serve ex officio as Special 

Masters. 

4. The County Manager shall have authority to remove individual Special Masters 

with or without cause. 
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3039 (b) Each case before the Special Master shall be presented by the county. 

3040 (c) Upon request of the Division, or at such other times as may be necessary, a hearing 

3041 before a Special Master may be convened. A record shall be kept of all Special Master 

3042 hearings and all hearings shall be open to the public. 

3043 (d) At the hearing, the burden of proof shall be upon the Division to show by a 

3044 preponderance of the evidence that a violation of this chapter has occurred. 

3045 (e) All testimony shall be under oath and shall be recorded. 

3046 (f) The formal rules of evidence shall not apply but fundamental due process shall be 

3047 observed and shall govern the proceedings. Upon determination of the Special Master, 

3048 irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious evidence may be excluded, but all other 

3 049 evidence of a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent persons in the conduct 

3050 of their affairs shall be admissible, whether or not such evidence would be admissible 

3051 in a trial in the courts of the State of Florida. Any part of the evidence may be received 

3 052 in written form. 

3053 (g) The Special Master may inquire of or question any witness present at the hearing. The 

3054 alleged violator, his/her attorney, the Division or attorney representing the Division 

3055 shall be permitted to inquire of or question any witness present at the hearing. The 

3056 Special Master may consider testimony presented by the Division, the alleged violator, 

3057 or any other witnesses. 

3058 (h) At the conclusion of the hearing, the Special Master shall orally render his or her 

3059 decision based on evidence entered into the record. The decision shall then be 

3060 transmitted to the alleged violator in the form of a written order including findings of 

3061 fact, and conclusions of law consistent with the record. All decisions of the Special 

3062 Master shall be final. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, the order may include 

3063 a notice that it must be complied with by a specified date. 

3064 (i) An aggrieved party, including the local governing body, may appeal a final 

3065 administrative order of the Special Master concerning a dangerous dog classification 

3066 under Section 4-26 or a violation of this chapter by filing an appeal in the circuit court. 

3 067 Such an appeal shall not be a hearing de novo but shall be limited to appellate review 

3068 of the record created before the Special Master. An appeal shall be filed within 30 days 

3069 of the execution of the order to be appealed Special Master orders involving a denial, 
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3070 revocation, or suspension any permit issued under this chapter or an aggressive dog 

3071 classification issued under section 4-26 by may be appealed by filing a petition for writ 

3072 of certiorari in the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Court in and for Palm Beach County or in 

3073 accordance with any other procedure allowed by law. PBC may assess a reasonable 

3 07 4 charge for the preparation of the record to be paid by the petitioner in accordance with 

3075 F.S. § 119.07. 

3076 G) The Special Master shall have the power to: 

3077 

3078 

3079 

3080 

3081 

3082 

3083 

3084 

(I) Subpoena alleged violators and witnesses to its hearings. Subpoenas may be 

served by a sheriff or other authorized persons consistent with Rule 1.410( d), Florida 

Rules of Civil Procedure upon request by the Special Master. 

(2) 

(3) 

Subpoena records and other documentary materials. 

Take testimony under oath. 

( 4) Issue orders having the full force and effect oflaw to command whatever steps 

are necessary to bring a violation into compliance. 

(5) Issue orders requiring an owner to reimburse the County for any costs incurred to 

3085 care for an animal. 

3086 (k) If the County prevails in any hearing before the Special Master, the alleged violator's 

3087 appeal bond (if required) shall be forfeited, in whole or in part, to the County to the 

3088 extent necessary to cover the cost of the Special Master. If the alleged violator prevails 

3089 in any hearing before the Special Master, the appeal bond shall be returned to the alleged 

3090 violator. 

3091 (1) Upon the finding of a violation, the Special Master may impose the maximum fine 

3092 provided for in section 4-31. If the violation has been corrected prior to the hearing, the 

3093 Special Master may impose a fine less than the maximum fine provided for in section 

3094 4-31. 

3095 (m) Upon the finding of a violation or ruling in favor of the County, the Special Master may 

3096 order the violator/respondent to pay the County for the costs and expenses involved in 

3097 the case. 

3098 (n) A certified copy of an order imposing a fine, or a fine plus costs, may be recorded in 

3099 the public records and thereafter shall constitute a lien upon any real or personal 
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3100 

3101 

3102 

3103 

3104 

3105 

3106 

3107 

3108 

3109 

3110 

3111 

3112 

3113 

3114 

3115 

3116 

3117 

3118 

3119 

3120 

3121 

3122 

3123 

3124 

3125 

3126 

3127 

3128 

3129 

3130 

property owned by the violator. Upon petition to the circuit court, such order shall be 

enforceable in the same manner as a court judgment by the sheriffs of this state, 

including execution and levy against the personal property of the violator, but such order 

shall not be deemed to be a court judgment except for enforcement purposes. A fine 

imposed pursuant to this part shall continue to accrue until the violator comes into 

compliance or until judgment is rendered in a suit filed pursuant to this section, 

whichever occurs first. A lien arising from a fine imposed pursuant to this section runs 

in favor of the local governing body, and the local governing body may execute a 

satisfaction or release of lien entered pursuant to this section. After 3 months from the 

filing of any such lien which remains unpaid, the Special Master may authorize the local 

governing body attorney to foreclose on the lien or to sue to recover a money judgment 

for the amount of the lien plus accrued interest. No lien created pursuant to the 

provisions of this part may be foreclosed on real property, which is a homestead under 

s. 4, Art. X of the State Constitution. The money judgment provisions of this section 

shall not apply to real property or personal property which is covered under s. 4(a), Art. 

X of the State Constitution. 

Section 30. Interference with enforcement. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly hinder, resist or oppose any officer or 

employee of the Division in the performance of his/her duties. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly interfere with or damage any humane 

animal trap owned by the Division or to molest or release any animal caught therein. 

(c) No animal that is the subject of a manner of keeping, animal cruelty, dangerous/vicious 

dog or animal bite investigation may be relocated or ownership transferred pending the 

outcome of the investigation. 

( d) It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to present an animal to an officer for 

examination when that animal is the subject of an investigation. 

( e) It shall be unlawful to provide an animal compliance officer with false information or 

to take any action that would compromise an investigation. 

(f) It shall be unlawful to impersonate any Division personnel and/or forge, alter, mutilate, 

or use the County's official logo, seal, or any other official insignia in any form without 

the prior written consent of the County. 
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3131 

3132 

3133 

3134 

3135 

3136 

3137 

3138 

3139 

3140 

3141 

3142 

3143 

3144 

3145 

3146 

3147 

3148 

3149 

3150 

3151 

3152 

3153 

3154 

3155 

3156 

3157 

3158 

(g) It shall be unlawful to falsify information about any animal in an attempt to defraud, 

mislead, or interfere with an investigation. 

Section 31. Enforcement; penalties. 

(a) Any violation of this chapter is a civil infraction and may be enforced as provided in 

Section 828.27, Florida Statutes. 

(b) Any person who has committed an act in violation of this chapter shall may receive a 

citation from the Division by an animal control officer or law enforcement officer who 

has probable cause to believe that the person has committed a civil infraction in violation 

of this chapter. The citation form shall include, but not be limited to the following: 

1. The date and time of issuance. 

2. The name and address of the person. 

3. The date and time the civil infraction was committed. 

4. A brief statement of facts constituting probable cause. 

5. The ordinance violated. 

6. The name of the officer. 

7. The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil penalty, to contest 

the citation, or to appear at the mandatory hearing for certain aggravated violations. 

8. The applicable civil penalty if the person elects to contest the citation. 

9. The maximum civil penalty if the person elects not to contest the citation. 

10. For Special Master Proceedings, notice that failure to pay the civil penalty or to 

request a hearing within ten (10) days, after receipt of the citation, exclusive of 

weekends and legal holidays, shall constitute a waiver of the alleged violator's right to 

a hearing and may result in the entry of an order against the violator and the imposition 

of a civil penalty not to exceed $2,500 for a first violation, $5,000 for a second violation, 

and $7,500 for a third or subsequent violation. 

11. For county court proceedings, notice that if the person fails to pay the civil penalty 

within the time allowed, or fails to appear in court to contest the citation, the person 

shall be deemed to have waived his or her right to contest the citation and that, in such 
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3159 case, judgment may be entered against the person for an amount up to the maximum 

3160 civil penalty. 

3161 (c) The Special Master and County Court shall have jurisdiction over all violations of this 

3162 chapter. 

3163 (d) For citations processed through county court, the County Clerk shall accept designated 

3164 fines and issue receipts therefore. 

3165 ( e) Violation of any provision of this chapter shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed 

3166 five hundred dollars ($500.00), unless otherwise provided by law. A person who 

3167 violates Section 767 .12, Florida Statutes, commits a noncriminal infraction, punishable 

3168 by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) per violation. A person who 

3169 violates Section 828.27(1 )(g)(2)(b ), Florida Statutes, commits a noncriminal infraction, 

3170 punishable by a fine not to exceed two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) for a first 

3171 violation, five thousand ($5,000) for a second violation, and seven thousand five 

3172 hundred dollars ($7,500) for a third or subsequent violation per violation. Any person 

3173 who has violated any provision of this chapter or a statute incorporated herein by 

317 4 reference shall be fined an amount as established by the Board of County 

3175 Commissioners by resolution. 

3176 (f) The act for which the citation is issued shall cease upon receipt of the citation, unless 

3177 otherwise specified therein. 

3178 (g) Payment shall be made as directed within the citation. If the person cited pays the civil 

3179 penalty, he or she waives the right to a hearing on whether the violation was committed. 

3180 (h) Pursuant to Florida Statutes,§§ 938.01 and 938.19, mandatory costs shall be assessed 

3181 against every person found in violation of this chapter. Pursuant to Florida Statute § 

3182 828.27, a five dollar ($5.00) surcharge shall be assessed against every person found in 

3183 violation of this chapter. 

3184 (i) Any person who fails to make payment within the specified period shall be deemed to 

3185 have waived his/her right to pay the uncontested civil penalty as set forth in the citation. 

3186 (j) Any person who elects to appear before the court to contest the citation shall be deemed 

3187 to have waived his/her right to pay the uncontested civil penalty as set forth in the 

3188 citation. The court, after a hearing, shall make a determination as to whether a violation 
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3189 has occurred and may impose a civil penalty not to exceed five hundred dollars 

3190 ($500.00) plus court costs. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a person who violates 

3191 Section 767 .12, Florida Statutes, commits a noncriminal infraction, punishable by a fine 

3192 not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) per violation or violates Section 

3193 828.27(1 )(g)(2)(b ), Florida Statutes, commits a noncriminal infraction, punishable by a 

3194 fine not to exceed two thousand five hundred ($2,500) for a first violation, five thousand 

3195 ($5,000) for a second violation, and seven thousand five hundred ($7,500) for a third or 

3196 subsequent violation, plus court costs. 

3197 (k) If a person fails to pay the civil penalty, or fails to appear in court to contest the citation, 

3198 he or she shall be deemed to have waived his right to contest the citation; and in such 

3199 case, a default judgment may be entered and the judge shall impose a fine at that time. 

3200 An order to show cause may be issued. 

3201 (1) Any person who willfully refuses to sign and accept a citation issued by an officer shall 

3202 be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided by Florida 

3203 Statutes, §§ 775.082 or 775.083. 

3204 (m) The Division may require mandatory Special Master or court appearances for certain 

3205 aggravated violations of this chapter resulting in the unprovoked biting, attacking or 

3206 wounding of a domestic animal; violations resulting in the destruction or loss of 

3207 personal property; or violations resulting in the issuance of a third or subsequent citation 

3208 to a person. The citation shall clearly inform the person of the mandatory court 

3209 appearance. The Division shall maintain records to prove the number of citations issued 

3210 to the person. Persons required to appear before a Special Master or in court do not have 

3 211 the option of paying the fine instead of appearing in court. 

3212 (n) The following process applies when citations are issued pursuant to the jurisdiction of 

3213 the Special Master: 

3214 

3215 

3216 

3217 

3218 

3219 

I. Whenever, based upon personal investigation and in accordance with the policies 

and procedures established by the division, the animal control officer has reasonable 

and probable grounds to believe that a person has committed a violation of this chapter, 

the officer may issue a citation to the violator. 

2. The act for which the citation is issued shall cease upon receipt of the citation 

unless otherwise specified in the citation, and the person charged with the violation shall 
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3220 

3221 

3222 

3223 

3224 

3225 

3226 

3227 

3228 

3229 

3230 

3231 

3232 

3233 

3234 

3235 

3236 

3237 

3238 

3239 

3240 

3241 

3242 

3243 

3244 

3245 

3246 

3247 

3248 

3249 

(o) 

elect either to correct the violation and pay the civil penalty in the manner indicated on 

the citation or, within ten (10) days ofreceipt of the citation, exclusive of weekends and 

legal holidays, request an administrative hearing before the Special Master to appeal the 

issuance of the citation. If the hearing date is not set forth in the citation, a notice of 

hearing shall be served on the violator as provided herein. Failure of the violator to 

appeal the decision of the animal control officer within the timeframe as set forth herein 

shall constitute a waiver of the violator's right to an administrative hearing. A waiver of 

the right to an administrative hearing shall be deemed an admission of the violation and 

penalties may be imposed accordingly. 

3. Upon written notification by the animal control officer that a violator has not 

contested the citation or paid the penalty within the time allowed on the citation, or if a 

violation has not been corrected within the time set forth on the citation, the Special 

Master shall enter an order ordering the violator to pay the civil penalty set forth on the 

citation. A hearing shall not be necessary for the issuance of such an order. The order 

shall include a notice, if applicable, that fine(s) were imposed. 

4. Upon appeal of a citation, or at such other times as may be necessary, a hearing 

before the Special Master may be convened in accordance with section 4-30. 

5. Any person who, within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of the citation, fails to 

either come into compliance with the section of this chapter for which he or she is in 

violation or request a hearing, shall be subject to additional citations for second and 

subsequent violations of the same section of this chapter. 

The violation of any provision of this chapter may also be enforced pursuant to FSS Ch. 

162, Local Government Code Enforcement Boards Act, and Article 10 of the Palm 

Beach County Unified Land Development Code, all as may be amended or recodified 

from time to time. A Palm Beach County Special master may impose fines as provided 

for in FSS 162.09(2)(d). In determining the amount of the fine, the Palm Beach County 

Special Master shall consider: 

(1) The gravity of the violation; 

(2) Any actions taken by the violator to correct the violation; and 

(3) Any previous violations committed by the violator. 
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3250 The Board of County Commissioners may by resolution adopt recommended fine 

3251 amounts for consideration by a special master. 

3252 (p) Failure to comply with any provision of this chapter shall constitute a separate and 

3253 distinct violation. 

3254 ( q) Each day a violation of any provision of this chapter exists shall constitute a separate 

3255 and distinct violation. 

3256 (r) Whether a person is cited for 1st, 2nd, or 3rd offense will be based on the issuance of 

3257 prior citations to anyone residing in the same residence, and/or caring for the same 

3258 animals, within the prior 12 months. A person will only receive a 1st offense citation if 

3259 no other resident/caretaker received a citation for the same violation within the prior 12 

3260 months. 

3261 (s) Nothing herein shall limit any other enforcement mechanism authorized by law, 

3262 including, but not limited to, the right to seek injunctive or any other equitable relief. 

3263 (t) It is the purpose of this code to provide additional, cumulative remedies. These sanctions 

3264 are in addition to any criminal penalties that may be imposed by law. 

3265 (u) Except as otherwise specified in section 4-26, proper notice of a citation or hearing is 

3266 given where notice has been mailed to the violator by certified mail, return receipt 

3267 requested; by hand delivery by the sheriff, other law enforcement, a certified process 

3268 server, animal control officer, or other person designated by the local government body; 

3269 by leaving the notice at the violator's usual place of residence with any person residing 

3270 therein who is above 15 years of age and informing such person of the contents of the 

3271 notice; and in the case of commercial premises, leaving the notice with the manager or 

3272 other person in charge. A notice of hearing may be provided to the violator/respondent 

3273 by electronic mail with delivery receipt and a confirmation by the violator/respondent 

3274 ofreceipt. 

3275 

3276 

3277 

3278 

3279 

Section 32. Animal Cruelty prevention course. 

The Director may approve animal cruelty prevention, an animal care education course that 

may be taken by persons found to be in violation of this chapter. The Director or 

designee, may in his or her discretion, authorize persons found in violation of this 
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3280 chapter to attend an animal cruelty prevention and animal care education course selected 

3281 by the Director or designee in lieu of citation(s) being processed. Failure to attend or 

3282 complete a course will result in the citation(s) being processed. The course must be 

3283 completed at the location, time and date specified by the Director or designee. All fees 

3284 associated with taking the course are the responsibility of the violator. 

3285 The Director will delineate which type of offenders and offenses are eligible for the course. 

3286 Section 33. Community cats. 

3287 (a) The Board establishes the following community cat requirements: 

3288 

3289 

3290 

3291 

3292 

3293 

3294 

3295 

3296 

3297 

3298 

3299 

3300 

3301 

3302 

3303 

3304 

3305 

(1) All community cats must be cared for on the private property of the caregiver or 

with permission of the property owner or property manager. 

(2) All community cat caregivers shall have all un-owned free-roaming cats within 

their care sterilized, implanted with an EAID, vaccinated against rabies, and ear-tipped 

for easy identification. It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to provide 

care to an un-owned, free-roaming cat without first having the cat sterilized, implanted 

with an EAID, vaccinated against rabies, and ear-tipped for easy identification, unless 

for the purpose of trapping for TNVR (which includes pre-trapping habituation to the 

trap, i.e. - feeding near or in the trap). 

(3) All community cat caregivers are required to provide certain necessities to each 

community cat under his/her care on a regular/ongoing basis, including, but not limited 

to, proper nutrition, adequate quantities of visibly clean and fresh water and medical 

care as needed. If medical care is unavailable or too expensive, the community cat 

caregiver must not allow the cat to suffer. Dumping on the ground or dispensing large 

quantities of food more than will be eaten by the community cats present in thirty 

minutes is prohibited. Feeding areas must be maintained in a clean and sanitary 

condition. 

(4) Community cat caregivers shall make reasonable attempts to remove young 

3306 kittens from the field for domestication. 

3307 (b) A person returning a community cat to field must provide the Division with the cat's 

3308 EAID number and any other information upon request by the Division. 
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3309 

3310 

3311 

3312 

3313 

3314 

3315 

3316 

3317 

3318 

3319 

3320 

3321 

3322 

3323 

3324 

3325 

3326 

3327 

3328 

3329 

3330 

3331 

3332 

3333 

3334 

3335 

3336 

3337 

3338 

3339 

( c) Community cats meeting the requirements of this section are exempt from the license 

tag requirements of section 4-11, Dog and cat rabies/license tags. 

( d) The Division has the right to remove or authorize the removal of any free-roaming cat 

or community cat because of immediate public health or safety concerns. 

(e) No community cat shall be released at any governmentally owned or managed park, 

natural area, area deemed as environmentally sensitive land or on any easement adjacent 

to such lands without approval from the applicable governmental entity. 

( f) Healthy community cats that have been impounded at the Division may be immediately 

returned to field, released to a caregiver or adopted. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 

whenever such cat is visibly injured or diseased and appears to be suffering and it 

reasonably appears that such cat cannot be expeditiously cured and returned to field, 

transferred to a humane society or private animal nonprofit organization or placed in 

foster care, then the Division, acting in good faith and upon reasonable belief, may 

humanely euthanize the cat upon the advice of the Division's veterinarian. 

(g) Any person who confines a community cat for any extended amount of time, other than 

short periods necessary for the cat to recover from a medical procedure or treatment as 

directed by a veterinarian, will be considered the owner of the cat. Medically directed 

confinement of community cats is allowed for recovery and will not affect the 

ownership status of the cat. However non-medically directed confinement will change 

the status of the cat and it will no longer be a community cat, and as such will now be 

subject to licensure as an owned cat. 

(h) Return to field may only be performed by the Division, an animal rescue organization, 

a private animal non-profit organization, or a person on behalf of the Division and/or 

with the permission of the Division. 

Section 34. Electronic animal identification device implantation (EAID) for all cats. 

(a) All cats four (4) months of age or older shall be implanted with an EAID, unless a 

veterinarian licensed in the State certifies in writing that a specific cat is medically unfit 

to be implanted with an EAID because of a medical condition, including but not limited 

to age, that would be substantially aggravated by such procedure or would likely cause 

the cat's death. The writing must state the date by which the cat may be safely implanted 

with an EAID. The Division may extend the time for implanting the cat with an EAID 
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3340 or may exempt such cat from the requirement based upon the written medical 

3341 recommendation of a licensed veterinarian. As soon as the medical condition that 

3342 prevents a cat from being implanted with an EAID ceases to exist, it shall be the duty 

3343 of the owner of such cat to promptly comply with this section. 

3344 (b) The owner of every cat shall keep his/her contact information associated with the EAID 

3345 up to date with the Division. 

3346 (c) EAIDs for community cats may be registered to a humane society, private animal 

3 34 7 nonprofit, or individual to facilitate return to field, and this in no way implies ownership 

3 348 of said cats. 

3349 Section 35. IncorQoration of State Statutes 

3 3 50 All laws of the State of Florida related to animal control, welfare, cruelty, and care are hereby 

3 3 51 adopted and incorporated in this chapter by reference. It is the intent of the Board that 

3352 this chapter shall supplement the provisions of state law, including required procedures, 

3353 and that in the event of any conflict between the terms of the chapter and state law, state 

3354 law shall control. If any provision of State Law is not otherwise expressed in this 

3355 chapter, and animal control officer may issue a citation or violation using this subsection 

3356 and noting the Section of Florida Statute violated. Such violations shall be subject to a 

3357 fine noted in Section 4-31 or as otherwise provided by law. 

3358 Section 36. Repeal of Laws in Conflict. 

3359 All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 

3360 repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

3361 Section 37.~Providing for Savings Clause. 

3362 Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, all provisions of Palm Beach County Code 

3363 Section 4-1 through 4-36, codifying Palm Beach County Ordinance No. 98-22, as amended, are 

3364 specifically preserved and remain in full force and effect for the limited purpose of enforcing any 

3365 alleged violations of said Code which occurred prior to its repeal or amendment. 

3366 Section 38. Severability. 

3367 If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any 

3368 reason held by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such 

3369 holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

3370 
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3371 Section 39. Inclusion in the Code of Laws and Ordinances. 

3 3 72 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Palm Beach 

3373 County Code. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to accomplish 

3374 such, and the word ordinance may be changed to section, article, or other appropriate word. 

3 3 7 5 Section 40. Enforcement. 

3376 This Ordinance is enforceable by all means provided by law. Additionally, the County 

3377 may choose to enforce this Ordinance by seeking injunctive relief in the Circuit Court of Palm 

3378 Beach County. 

3379 Section 41. Penalty. 

3380 Any violation of any portion of this Ordinance shall be punishable as provided by law. 

3381 Section 42. Captions. 

3382 The captions, section headings, and section designations used in this Ordinance are for 

3383 convenience only and shall have no effect on the interpretation of the provisions of this 

3384 Ordinance. 

3385 Section 43. Effective Date. 

3386 The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the Department 

3387 of State. 

3388 

3389 APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 

3390 County, Florida, on this the __ day of ________ , 2026. 

3391 

3392 
3393 
3394 
3395 
3396 
3397 
3398 
3399 
3400 
3401 
3402 
3403 
3404 
3405 
3406 
3407 

SHANNON RAMSEY-CHESSMAN, PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
CLERK AD INTERIM OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER, 
PALM BEACH COUNTY 

By:: ______ _ 
Deputy Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 

By:-----:,,--=------=--=------
Sara Baxter, Mayor 

3408 By: _________ _ 
3409 County Attorney 
3410 

3411 
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3412 EFFECTIVE DATE: Filed with the Department of State on the __ day of 

3413 -----~20 

3414 



BUSINESS IMP ACT ESTIMATE 

[ Meeting Date: 9/1/2026 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, REPEALING PALM BEACH COUNTY -
CODE, CHAPTER 4, CODIFYING ORDINANCE 98-22, AS AMENDED BY 
ORDINANCES 2001-065, 2003-27, 2005-44, 2008-004, 2009-019, 2011-
005, 2015-027, and 2016-045, "THE PALM BEACH COUNTY ANIMAL CARE 
AND CONTROL ORDINANCE"; AND ADOPTING A NEW PALM BEACH 
COUNTY ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR 
A SHORT TITLE; APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR FEMALES IN HEAT; PROVIDING FOR DOG AND CAT 
CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR ANIMALS CREATING NUISANCES; 
PROVIDING FOR(SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION/ANIMALS AS 
PRIZES; PROVIDING FOR INJURED ANIMALS, ACTION REQUIRED; 
PROVIDING FOR KEEPING/ADOPTING STRAY ANIMALS; PROVIDING 
FOR ANIMAL WASTE; AMENDING SECTION 4-10 RABIES 
VACCINATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 4-11 DOG AND CAT 
RABIES/LICENSE TAGS; PROVIDING FOR REDEMPTION AND 
ADOPTION; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION FEES AND STERILIZATION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS AND CATS; PROVIDING FOR RECORDS; 
PROVIDING FOR HUMANE EDUCATION; PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL 
BITES AND QUARANTINING; RABIES CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR 
GUARD DOGS; PROVIDING FOR EVICTIONS, INCARCERATIONS, 
COMMUNITY SERVICE ADJUDICATIONS, AND OTHER INVOLUNTARY 
OCCURRENCES; EFFECT ON ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR DISPOSAL OF 
BODIES OF DEAD ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR LIVESTOCK; PROVIDING 
FOR NUMBER OF ANIMALS; ACREAGE RESTRICTIONS/EXCESS 
ANIMAL HABITAT; PROVIDING FOR KENNEL, EXCESS ANIMAL 
HABITAT, COMMERCIAL BREEDER, PET DEALER, PET SHOP, 
GROOMING PARLOR, AND COMMERCIAL STABLE PERMIT; PROVIDING 
FORANIMAL CARE; MANNER OF KEEPING; PROVIDING FOR DOGS AND 
CATS OFFERED FOR SALE; HEALTH REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR 
ANIMAL AGENCIES; PROVIDING FOR AGGRESSIVE DOGS AND 
DANGEROUS DOGS; PROVIDING FOR STERILIZATION PROGRAM FOR 
DOGS AND CATS, PROVIDING FOR HOBBY BREEDER PERMITS; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL MASTER HEARINGS; PROVIDING FOR 
INTERFERENCE WITH ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
ENFORCEMENT; PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR FIRST OFFENDERS 
COURSE; PROVIDING FOR COMMUNITY CATS; PROVIDING FOR 
ELECTRONIC ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION DEVICE IMPLANTATION 
(EAID) FOR ALL CATS; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION OF STATE 
STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING FOR SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Attachment 4 



Sum man: of Pro(!osed Ordinance and Statement of Public Pur(!ose to be Served: 

Florida Statute Ch 125 authorizes Counties to adopt ordinances and resolutions necessary 
for the exercise of its powers, and Ch 828 authorizes Counties to regulate and investigate 
"Animals: Cruelty; Sales; Animal Enterprise Protection". The Licensing and Enforcement 
section of the Animal Care and Control Division regulates commercial and hobby breeders, 
commercial stables, mobile and stationary groomers, commercial kennels, and pet shops. 
The only permit fee that we are requesting an increase on is the hobby breeders, and it is 
proposed to go from $150 to $400 per year to partially cover the increased staffing costs to 
administer this program. Annual cost to administer Hobby Breeder program is currently 
approximately $66,000. The proposed change to the Livestock section will require signs to 
be posted on vacant land housing livestock, with a proposed estimated cost of $20 per sign 
with an estimated two signs per property. These signs will assist officers in contacting the 
owners of livestock found loose and allow for prompt return to the owners without the 
animals having to be housed at the shelter, thus reducing costs both for the owner and the 
County. 

Section 828.27, Fla. Stat., authorizes the County to impose civil penalties in the amount of 
$2,500 for a first violation, $5,000 for a second violation, and $7,500 for a third or 
subsequent violation. The proposed Ordinance allows the County to impose fines up to the 
maximum amount provided by statute to deter violations and encourage compliance. A 
proposed Fee/Fine Resolution will be brought to the BCC on September 15, 2026, which 
will provide for contested and uncontested fmes for specific offences and fees to be charged 
by the Division for services rendered. 

Estimate of Direct Economic lm(!act on Private/For Profit Businesses: 

a. Estimate of Direct Business Com(!liance Costs: $20,360 on the assumption that 10% of 
the 5,085 agricultural parcels in Palm Beach County are vacant and housing livestock, 
and that each parcel has two entry/exit points that would need signage. It is estimated 
that the signs will cost a livestock owner $40 per parcel. 

b. New Charges/Fees on Businesses Impacted: $400 for each hobby breeder from the 
current $150 per hobby breeder 

c. Estimate of Regulatory Costs: None. Although higher fines are being introduced by this 
Ordinance, all fines are avoidable if the Ordinance is complied with. 

Good Faith Estimate of Number of Businesses Likely lm(!acted: 135 Hobby Breeders 
and 509 livestock owners. 

Any Additional Information: Fees for the Hobby Breeder permit have not been increased 
since 2015, while staffing costs to maintain this program have gone up by over 60%. 

Recent fee resolution changes by Broward County in 2025 increased their breeder permit to 
$500 per year. 




