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324.011 Purpose of chapter.--It is the intent of 
this chapter to recognize the existing privilege to 
own or operate a motor vehicle on the public 
streets and highways of this state when such 
vehicles are used with due consideration for others 
and their property, and to promote safety and 
provide financial security requirements for such 
owners or operators whose responsibility it is to 
recompense others for injury to person or property 
caused by the operation of a motor vehicle. 
Therefore, it is required herein that the operator of 
a motor vehicle involved in a crash or convicted of 

certain traffic offenses meeting the operative provisions 
of s. 324.051(2) shall respond for such damages and 
show proof of financial ability to respond for damages in 
future accidents as a requisite to his or her future 
exercise of such privileges.  
324.021 Definitions; minimum insurance 
required.--The following words and phrases when used 
in this chapter shall, for the purpose of this chapter, 
have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this 
section, except in those instances where the context 
clearly indicates a different meaning:  
(1)  MOTOR VEHICLE.--Every self-propelled vehicle 
which is designed and required to be licensed for use 
upon a highway, including trailers and semitrailers 
designed for use with such vehicles, except traction 
engines, road rollers, farm tractors, power shovels, and 
well drillers, and every vehicle which is propelled by 
electric power obtained from overhead wires but not 
operated upon rails, but not including any bicycle or 
moped. However, the term "motor vehicle" shall not 
include any motor vehicle as defined in s. 627.732(3) 
when the owner of such vehicle has complied with the 
requirements of ss. 627.730-627.7405, inclusive, unless 
the provisions of s. 324.051 apply; and, in such case, 
the applicable proof of insurance provisions of s. 320.02 
apply.  
(2) DEPARTMENT.--The Department of Highway Safety 
and Motor Vehicles.  
(3) OPERATOR.--Every person who is in actual 
physical control of a motor vehicle.  
(4) PERSON.--Every natural person, firm, 
copartnership, association, or corporation.  
(5)  NONRESIDENT.--Every person who is not a 
resident of this state.  
(6)  LICENSE.--Any license, temporary instruction 
permit, or temporary license issued under the laws of 
this state pertaining to the licensing of persons to 
operate motor vehicles.  
(7)  PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY.--That 
proof of ability to respond in damages for liability on 
account of crashes arising out of the use of a motor 
vehicle:  
(a)  In the amount of $10,000 because of bodily injury 
to, or death of, one person in any one crash;  
(b)  Subject to such limits for one person, in the amount 
of $20,000 because of bodily injury to, or death of, two 
or more persons in any one crash;  
(c)  In the amount of $10,000 because of injury to, or 
destruction of, property of others in any one crash; and  
(d)  With respect to commercial motor vehicles and 
nonpublic sector buses, in the amounts specified in ss. 
627.7415 and 627.742, respectively.  
(8)  MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY POLICY.--Any 
owner's or operator's policy of liability insurance 
furnished as proof of financial responsibility pursuant to 
s. 324.031, insuring such owner or operator against loss 
from liability for bodily injury, death, and property 
damage arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or 



use of a motor vehicle in not less than the limits 
described in subsection (7) and conforming to the 
requirements of s. 324.151, issued by any 
insurance company authorized to do business in 
this state.  
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