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    VI. Other Standards 

6.2 Sign Standards6.2 Sign Standards6.2 Sign Standards6.2 Sign Standards    

Purpose and Intent:  

 

The purpose of the standards and guidelines in this section is not uniformity, but the elimination of those elements that 

result in a cluttered and unattractive visual environment.  The intent of these standards is to provide a consistent 

framework which allows some flexibility in creative expression and variety in signage for each business.  Therefore, 

signage can provide an effective means of advertising and promoting products and/or services, and in turn these standards 

allow each business to contribute to and compliment the public realm in a positive, coherent manner. 

a Building Identification Wall Sign 

b Blade Sign 

c Awning Sign 

d Window Sign 

e Directory Sign 

f Address Sign 

g Wall Sign 

Figure 6.2:  Sign Types 
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6.2 Sign Standards 6.2 Sign Standards 6.2 Sign Standards 6.2 Sign Standards (continued)    

A. General  
1. Conceptual 

a. Signage shall enhance and compliment the 

architectural qualities and elements of   buildings.   

Elements, such as moldings, pilasters, arches, 

clerestory windows, roof eaves, or cornice lines 

should be used as a frame.   

b. Signs are encouraged to be designed relatively and 

artistically. 

2. Location 

a. Signage shall have minimum clear height of 8 feet 

above sidewalk elevation  

b. Neon signs may be permitted as window signage, 

limited to STORE FRONTS.  

c. For building walls not defined as FACADE, signage 

area is limited to the GORUND STORY service 

door. 

3. Illumination 

a. Signs may be illuminated only when            

prescribed and is limited to the period when the 

establishment is open for business.  

b. Illumination shall be done in a manner as to 

minimize light “overspray” onto adjacent properties 

or public rights-of-way. 

c. Illumination shall be constant and shall not     

consist of flashing, animated or changing lights, 

unless approved by X.  Such  exceptions may 

include banks, civic buildings and entertainment 

venues. 

4. Figure 8.F.2.D-7 of the Unified Land Development 

Code (ULDC) shall be the method for  determining a 

sign’s area for calculation purposes/measuring       

standards.   

5. All permanent signs shall consist of durable long    

lasting materials.  

6. Signs that no longer communicate the service or goods      

provided within shall be removed within 60 days after 

the use has ceased or vacated the premises.  

B. Building Identification Signs 

1. Building Identification Wall Sign:  

a. 1 Building Identification Wall Sign per building 

FRONT FAÇADE.   

b. A Building Identification Wall Sign may indicate, 

without advertising matter, information relating to 

the building or site, such as, the building name, 

date, and/or address.  Shall be located on the 

building’s parapet wall or under the eaves, and 

above the upper STORY windows, projecting no 

more than 6 inches from the FAÇADE. 

c. Signage area is limited to 1 square foot for every 

16 linear feet of STREET FRONTAGE, plus, 2 

square feet for every STORY above the second 

STORY, up to 28 square feet.   

d. May be back lit, internally illuminated or 

externally illuminated.  

2. Plaque Sign:  

a. 1 Plaque Sign per FAÇADE.   

b. Plaque Signs may indicate, without advertising 

matter, the building’s name, date, address and/or 

unique information relevant to the building or 

site. 

c. The sign shall be limited to 1 square foot, placed 

at pedestrian level. 

3. Address Sign:  

a. 1 Address sign is required for each freestanding 

building.   

b. All Address Signs should be between 8 and 12 

inches.   

c. Buildings with multiple addresses, shall post the 

address range and shall be of uniform size and 

color.  

d. Further standards are subject to Palm Beach 

County Fire Rescue discretion.   
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    VI. Other Standards 

6.2 Sign Standards 6.2 Sign Standards 6.2 Sign Standards 6.2 Sign Standards (continued) 

Total Allowable Signage Area (square feet)Total Allowable Signage Area (square feet)Total Allowable Signage Area (square feet)Total Allowable Signage Area (square feet)    

STREET 

FRONTAGE  

STORE FRONT Length (feet)  

8 ft 12 ft 16 ft 20 ft 24 ft 28 ft 32 ft 36 ft 40 ft 44 ft 48 ft 52 ft 

Required   (0.8) 6.5     9.5     13     16 19 22.5 25.5 29 32 35 38.5 41.5     

Primary    (0.6) 5     7 9.5 12     14.5     17 19     21.5     24 26.5 29 31 

Secondary/Side (0.4) 3     4.5 6.5 8 9.5 11 13 14.5     16 17.5     19 21 

* Wall sign areas are determined by using a constant value per STREET FRONTAGE by the STORE FRONT length in feet, rounded to   

the nearest half square foot.  

* The values represent International Sign Association (ISA) recommendations for signage regulations. 

Table 6.2-b 

e The sum of all sign areas per STORE FRONT 

shall not exceed the total allowable sign areas as 

prescribed in Table 6.2-b.  

f Additional Wall Signs and PRINCIPAL          

ENTRANCES shall be uniform throughout the 

STORE FRONT. 

g Each Wall Sign shall be located within 12 to 14 

feet above the adjacent sidewalk elevation,       

projecting no more than 6 inches from the 

FRONT FAÇADE,  ARCADED SIDEWALK, 

or GALLERY.  

h Each Wall Sign may be back lit, internally        

illuminated or externally illuminated.  

 

Wall Signs Wall Signs Wall Signs Wall Signs –––– General Standards General Standards General Standards General Standards    

STREET 

FRONTAGE 

Maximum 

Area Per 

Wall Sign 

Maximum 

Letter  

Height 

Required 24 sf 15 inches 

Primary 18 sf 12 inches 

Secondary/

Side 
12 sf 9 inches 

Table 6.2-a 

C. Store Front Signs 
 

1. Wall Sign:  

a. Maximum letter heights are determined by 

STREET FRONTAGE, as prescribed in Table 

6.2-a. 

b. Allowable Wall Sign areas are relative to 

STREET FRONTAGE and length of frontage, 

each not to exceed the maximum area prescribed 

in Table 6.2-a, the following standards apply. 

c. STORE FRONTS may have multiple Wall Signs, 

limited to one per PRINCIPAL ENTRANCE. 

d. STORE FRONTS with multiple PRINCIPAL 

ENTRANCES shall have 36 feet or greater of 

separation, and similarly the Wall Signs shall be 

separated by a minimum of 6 feet.  
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6.2 Sign Standards 6.2 Sign Standards 6.2 Sign Standards 6.2 Sign Standards (continued)    

2.   Awning Sign: 

a. AWNING Signs are permitted as a substitute for Wall 

Signage. 

b. AWNING Signs are limited to the skirt or bottom flap 

on STORE FRONT FAÇADES; letters, emblems, logos 

or symbols shall be limited to 4 inches in height.   

c. The AWNING skirt or bottom flap shall be relative to 

the GROUND STORY ceiling height.   

d. May be internally illuminated. 
 

3. Blade Sign:  

a. 1 Blade Sign per PRINCIPAL ENTRANCE, must be 

perpendicular to the FAÇADE/STREET and located 

above or adjacent to the PRINCIPAL ENTRANCE.   

b. Blade Signs may be 2 sided, or 3-dimensional to reflect 

the silhouette of a particular object indicating the use or 

service.   

c. The area of each sign face shall be limited to 3 square 

feet and no more than 6 inches in width. 

d. Blade Sign shall have a clear height of 8 feet and may 

project up to 1 foot beyond the Shy Zone.   

e. May be internally or externally illuminated.   
 

4. Window Sign:  

a. Window Signs shall be limited to 20 percent of total 

STORE FRONT FENESTRATION, as prescribed in 

section 6.2-O (Architectural Standards), the minimum 

FENESTRATION is 70% of the FRONT FACADE at 

pedestrian level (from top of the bulkhead to the 

GROUND STORY ceiling height).  

b. Window signage should appear proportional on each 

STORE FRONT window. 

c. Shall not be illuminated. 

D. Other Sign Types  
 

1.    Directory Sign: 

a. 1 Directory Sign may be located at each 

pedestrian accessible access way or 

PASSAGE. 

b. Directory Signs inform pedestrians of the 

location/direction to STORE FRONTS 

within a FORECOURT or COURTYARD. 

c. May be internally or externally illuminated. 
 

2.    Window Signage for second STORY OFFICE:  

a. Shall be fixed to the window and is limited to 

2 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  O F F I C E 

FENESTRATION, per window. 

b. Shall only advertise the goods and/or services 

provided within.   

c. Signage should appear proportional 

throughout the FENESTRATION. 

d. Shall not be illuminated. 
 

3.  Sign for Rowhouse Office:  

a. Limited to 1 square foot. 

b. Must be fixed to the FRONT FAÇADE or 

vertical member of an APPURTENANCE at 

GROUND STORY level.   

c. Shall not be illuminated. 
 

4. Marquee Sign: 

a. Marquees are generally associated with 

entertainment venues and shall comply with 

further administrative standards. 
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6.3 Landscaping Standards6.3 Landscaping Standards6.3 Landscaping Standards6.3 Landscaping Standards    

The following standards shall apply to all areas not part of a streetscape or CIVIC OPEN SPACE: 

 

A.   All turf must be sodded at installation—not seeded, sprigged, or plugged. 

 

B.   Approved groundcovers shall be used, where hardscaping or turf locations are not required. 

 

C.   At planting, all trees shall be at least 6 inches minimum caliper and a minimum 14 feet in overall height.  All species shall be 

selected from Table 6.3. 

 

D. In addition to the property, the owner shall maintain the following areas and elements  that lie within: 

 

1.  The FRONT FAÇADE portion between their side BUILD-TO ZONE and the back of the STREET curb (includes all 

streetscape elements). 

2. The ALLEY and parking areas between the side BUILD-TO ZONE and up to the edge an adjacent property (includes 

ROW elements). 

 

E.    All plant material shall be Florida #1 or Florida fancy grade from Table 6.3. 

 

F.    Drought tolerant plants and xeriscape techniques shall be the only acceptable landscape practice. These include: amending 

the soil, mulching, grouping plants by water need, and utilizing water-efficient and/or recycled stormwater irrigation 

equipment. 

 

G.   All invasive exotic species on the property shall be removed prior to development. 

 

H.   Any unpaved ground area shall be planted with groundcover. 

 

I.     Bioswales shall be installed to infiltrate runoff from parking areas and ALLEYS for all  in-line shallow depth infill parcels in 

the UI Transect. Bioswales may also be used in the UC Transect. At a minimum, the Bioswale shall: 

 

1.  Be a minimum 10 feet in width. 

2.  Traverse the property and be located adjacent to the rear parcel boundary. 

3.  Serve as a vegetated buffer strip and include plant material from Table 6.3 in the following minimum ratios: 

 

a.   One Large Canopy Tree per 20 linear feet 

b.   One Small/Medium Canopy Tree per 20 linear feet 

c.   Cluster of three Palms or three Pines per 20 linear feet 

d.   Fully sodded and/or appropriate groundcover suitable for soil stabilization, stormwater treatment and nutrient uptake. 

 

4.  Include a 4-6-foot high black or green colored vinyl clad chain link fence within 6 inches of the property line, unless 

adjacent property already has a fence. 

5.  Be designed as a stormwater management system to allow some infiltration and treatment of runoff prior to conveyance to 

a detention or retention area. 

6.  Accommodate the use of cross blocks, weirs and connections to exfiltration/infiltration trenches where feasible. 

7.  Connect to bioswales on adjacent parcels. 

 

J.     All parking lot rows shall be terminated by a tree planting area a minimum of 50 square feet in area, and planted with at least 

one Small/Medium Canopy Tree. They  should be placed lower than walkways, not mounded up. 
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6.3 Landscaping Standards6.3 Landscaping Standards6.3 Landscaping Standards6.3 Landscaping Standards    

Large Canopy Large Canopy Large Canopy Large Canopy     

Live Oak (Quercus virginiana) 

Red Maple (Acer rubrum) 

Gumbo Limbo (Bursera simaruba) 

Mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni) 

Bald Cypress (Taxodium Distichum) 

Sweetbay Magnolia (Magnolia Virginana) 

 

Small and Medium Canopy Small and Medium Canopy Small and Medium Canopy Small and Medium Canopy     

Satin Leaf (Chrysophyllum oliviforme) 

Silver Buttonwood (Conocarpus erectus var. sericea) 

Geiger Tree (Cordia spp.) 

Pitch Apple (Clusia rosea) 

Pigeon plum (Coccoloba diversifolio) 

Black Ironwood (Krugiodendron ferreum) 

 

Palms and Pines Palms and Pines Palms and Pines Palms and Pines     

Sabal Palm (Sabal palmetto) 

Slash Pine (Pinus elliotii var. “densa”) 

Groundcover and GrassesGroundcover and GrassesGroundcover and GrassesGroundcover and Grasses    

 

Blanket Flower (Gaillardia pulchella) 

Muhly Grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris) 

Saltmeadow Cord Grass (Spartina patens) 

St Augustine (Stenotaphrum secundatum) 

 

Wiregrass (Aristida stricta = A. beyrichiana) 

OtherOtherOtherOther    

Bamboo 
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6.4 Green Building Incentive Program6.4 Green Building Incentive Program6.4 Green Building Incentive Program6.4 Green Building Incentive Program    

A. Purpose and Intent 

The purpose of the Green Building Incentive Program is to stimulate private sector development to construct 

environmentally-friendly buildings consistent with the goals of the URA Master Plan, and to offer a tangible incentive using 

“bonus height” for projects meeting nationally recognized criteria. 

 

B.    Standard of Measurement—The U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED™ ) 

Green Building Rating System. 

 

C.    Applicability—All new development or rehabilitation projects in the Priority Redevelopment Areas (PRAs) are eligible for 

bonus height consideration, with the exception of the Mixed-use Type I building. The proposed site plan (including the 

requested bonus height) will be reviewed through the DRO and building permit process.   

 

D.   Additional Height—In order to qualify for the height bonus, the development must guarantee a LEED™  rating at the Silver 

level or above (Gold or Platinum). For site plan proposals in which the LEED™-certified Platinum award levels are being 

sought may receive an additional bonus. Additional incentives for projects pursuing the Platinum level may also be 

considered by the County. Height bonuses can be found in 2.4, Permitted Stories Matrix. 

 

E.    Implementation: At the time of DRO application for site plan approval, the developer shall submit the LEED™ scorecard 

(LEED™ Version 2.2 or the most recent version) along with the site plan application. The LEED™ scorecard will be 

accompanied by a detailed analysis of each credit and why the standard can or cannot be achieved. The LEED™ scorecard is 

a checklist of green building standards and allows the developer to voluntarily score the building against the LEED™ Green 

Building Rating System. The scorecard is the documentation supporting the developer’s request for bonus height. The 

scorecard is used to select which credits the developer intends to pursue and the number of points “earned” determines the 

award level. The building registration and other required information will be filed with USGBC at the beginning of the 

project for LEED™  certification and rating by the developer. Prior to DRO certification of the site plan, the County and the 

developer will enter into a development agreement requiring that the green building components identified in the scorecard 

be constructed or installed in the building and that any third-party inspection fees will be paid for by the developer. 

Furthermore, the developer shall post a surety with the County. The amount of the surety shall be based on the number of 

dwelling units contained within the “bonus height” stories. The number of dwelling units shall be multiplied by the BCC’s 

established price for TDRs at the date of the application. 

 

Once the site plan is approved by the DRO, permit drawings shall be reviewed to ensure inclusion of the approved green 

building components and practices, based on the scorecard. The developer shall utilize third-party LEED™-certified 

inspectors or architects hired by the developer during review of the permit drawings and construction of the building. Permits 

shall not be issued unless approved LEED™ components are included in the plan drawings. 

 

During plan review and construction, the LEED™-certified inspector or architect will provide documentation and submit 

regular reports to the County ensuring compliance with the LEED™  standards and scorecard and the approved site plan.  If 

during construction, the developer is unable to include required green building components, or if the inspector/architect finds 

that the developer failed to include these components, then the County shall pursue enforcement. 

 

The application for LEED™ certification and rating shall be submitted to USGBC when the building construction is 

complete or substantially complete, depending on the credits elected. If during construction of the building, the developer is 

unable to include all of the approved green building components previously identified in the scorecard, then the developer 

will be required to replace components not provided with other green building components acceptable to USGBC and the 

LEED™  Rating System. Substantial deviation from the original scorecard shall require an amendment to the approved DRO 

plan and scorecard. Should the building be substantially completed, with the LEED™ certification at the stipulated level of 

the scorecard unmet, the County may , at its discretion collect the surety and apply the funds to a TDR contract to purchase 

an equivalent number of units to those proposed for the original bonus height consideration. 

 

The Certificate of Occupancy will be issued when the building is LEED™ certified (at the agreed upon level or better) by 

USGBC and construction is consistent with the approved site plan. Certification by USGBC will be obtained when the 

building is complete and the developer has constructed or installed the approved green building components previously 

identified. Upon receipt of the USGBC certification at the County, the posted surety shall be returned to the developer. 
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6.4 Green Building Incentive Program 6.4 Green Building Incentive Program 6.4 Green Building Incentive Program 6.4 Green Building Incentive Program (continued) 
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In mixed-use infill development, some Best Management Practices (BMPs) for stormwater management differ from suburban 

practices. Compact development creates fewer pollutants by reducing expansive lawns and parking areas. However, because less 

land is available for stormwater treatment, excess stormwater may be infiltrated or detained in subsurface basins and oils and 

greases can be removed with skimmers. This subsection allows the use of a variety of innovative and emergent BMPs to meet 

stormwater management standards. The use of these practices and their functional equivalents are presumed to comply with the 

stormwater management standards contained in the ULDC; if this subsection conflicts with any other provision of the ULDC, the 

provisions of this subsection will prevail.    

 

1.  Innovative urban stormwater management designs and techniques may be considered for addressing stormwater    

treatment requirements, including but not limited to porous pavement, treatment inlet boxes with skimmers or traps, 

subsurface basins and/or cisterns for infiltration or detention, prefabricated multi-chamber water quality devices, green 

roofs, stormwater treatment mitigation, bioswales and rain gardens to infiltrate runoff from paved areas, etc. All 

stormwater management designs and techniques must be certified by a Florida professional engineer or other 

appropriate professional registered under Florida Statute Chapters 471 or 481 who is competent in the fields of 

hydrology, drainage, and flood control. The submittal must include a proposed maintenance schedule for each 

technique, identifying the timing of inspections and the maintenance activities that will be taken such as removing debris 

from inlet boxes, replacing filters, pumping out accumulated sediment, mechanical sweeping and/or vacuuming, etc.  

Stormwater management designs shall be submitted to the DRO for evaluation at the time of the site plan approval 

process. 

 

2.    Up to six inches of flooding in the deepest portion of parking areas may be allowed and included as one means of 

meeting stormwater attenuation or floodplain compensation volume requirements. 

 

3.   To minimize the amount of site fill and the associated impacts of such fill on existing native vegetation and trees, historical 

wet season water table levels may be controlled at lower elevations subject to the physical limitations of the receiving 

drainage system and compliance with the criteria for such set forth by the South Florida Water Management District. 

 

4.    One emergent solution to the challenge of urban stormwater management is the use of green roofs.  Easily utilized on 

the flat roofs of many MIXED USE, residential, and CIVIC BUILDINGS, green roofs are used to store stormwater 

falling on the roof and use it for irrigation of rooftop vegetation, irrigation of landscaping on site and/or infiltration.  

Besides reducing land costs, by reduced needs for an area of stormwater management, green roofs have the potential to 

create otherwise wasted rooftops as recreational and open space, thereby increasing building value and efficiency of land 

use. 

6.5 Stormwater Management6.5 Stormwater Management6.5 Stormwater Management6.5 Stormwater Management    

VI. Other Standards 



Draft, December 2008 

    

    

URA Priority Redevelopment Areas Form-based Code page 71 

VI. Other Standards 

A.  Parking Space Minimum Dimensions 

               1.  Pull-in Parking Space, 9 feet wide, 18 feet long 

               2.  Parallel Parking Space, 8 feet wide, 20 feet long 

B.  Parking Aisle and ALLEY Minimum Widths (based upon lane direction, number and orientation of parking space to travel 

direction): 

 

 

 

6.6 Parking Standards6.6 Parking Standards6.6 Parking Standards6.6 Parking Standards    

# of lanes# of lanes# of lanes# of lanes    ParallelParallelParallelParallel    30303030°°°° angle angle angle angle    45454545°°°° angle angle angle angle    60606060°°°° angle angle angle angle    90909090°°°° angle angle angle angle    

OneOneOneOne----waywaywayway    12 feet 14 feet 14 feet 16 feet 20 feet 

TwoTwoTwoTwo----waywaywayway    18 feet 20 feet 20 feet 20 feet 22 feet 
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A.  General Standards: 

1.    WHP units shall be designed to be compatible with the overall project. 

2.    Developments with 10 or more residential dwelling units shall dedicate, at minimum, 15 percent as workforce 

housing, for sale or rent to households with incomes from 60% to 120% of Area Median Income (AMI). 

3.    One-third of the required WHP units shall be provided for households at 60-80% of AMI (low), one-third for 

households at 81-100% of AMI (moderate) and one-third for households at 101-120% of AMI (middle). The 

distribution shall be equal among the three income ranges.  

4.    All required WHP units shall be constructed on site.  

5.    The minimum affordability period for all WHP units shall be 25 years. 

6.    Required WHP units may be clustered or dispersed throughout the project. 

 

B.  Exemptions:    

1.    All congregate living facilities and nursing or convalescent facilities. 

2.    Projects that target the development of units primarily limited to households having incomes that are less than or 

equal to 60 percent AMI, and use federal, state, or local funding sources.   

3.    An exemption may require the submittal of documentation indicating how income restrictions and affordability 

periods will be guaranteed in a manner and form approved by the Planning Director.  

 

C.  Required Documentation and Administrative Process 

1.    Prior to DRO approval, the applicant shall record in the public records of Palm Beach County a Covenant 

binding the entire project, in a form provided for by the County, which identifies each required WHP unit.  The 

Covenant shall include but not limited to restrictions requiring: that all identified WHP units shall be sold, resold, 

or rented to only low, moderate, or middle income qualified households at an attainable housing cost for each of 

the targeted income ranges; that these restrictions remain in effect for 25 years from the date each unit is 

purchased or designated as WHP rental unit; and that in the event a unit is resold before the 25 year period 

conclude, a new 25 year period shall take effect on the date of resale.  The Covenant shall further provide 

monitoring and compliance requirements including but not limited to those set forth below to ensure compliance 

with the WHP.  Every deed for sale of a WHP housing unit shall incorporate by reference the controlling 

Covenant. 

2.    Prior to the sale, resale, or rent of any WHP unit established pursuant to this program, the seller shall provide the 

County Administrator, or designee, documentation sufficient to demonstrate compliance with the WHP.  Such 

documentation shall include but not limited to information regarding the identity and income of all occupants of 

the WHP unit.  The owner or lessee of the WHP unit shall submit to the County Administrator, or designee, on a 

form provided by the County, an annual report containing information and documentation to demonstrate 

continued compliance with the WHP.  The County may conduct site visits at responsible times, or perform other 

independent investigation to verify continued compliance with the WHP. 

3.    The County may enforce the requirements of the WHP through any cause of action available at law or equity, 

including but not limited to seeking specific performance, injunctive relief, rescission of any unauthorized sale or 

lease, and tolling of the 25 year term of the WHP. 

4.    WHP units shall not be subject to restrictions beyond income qualifications.  The limitation on restrictions may be 

waived by the BCC or Planning Director, only to ensure housing for a specific target group (e.g. disabled 

populations) where there is a demonstrated need. 

 

VI. Other Standards 

6.7 Workforce Housing Standards6.7 Workforce Housing Standards6.7 Workforce Housing Standards6.7 Workforce Housing Standards    
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VII. Definitions 

ACCESSORY BUILDING/OUTBUILDINGACCESSORY BUILDING/OUTBUILDINGACCESSORY BUILDING/OUTBUILDINGACCESSORY BUILDING/OUTBUILDING – An ancillary building associated with a residential use that may 

contain an independent dwelling unit, home office, workshop, garage or other vehicular parking limited in size and 

shares ownership and utility connections with a principal building, typically located to the rear.  It may be attached or 

detached to the principal building. 

 

ALLEYALLEYALLEYALLEY- a. A ROW providing a secondary means of access to property and is not intended or used for principal 

traffic circulation. b.  For the purposes of the Priority Redevelopment Areas, an alley provides the primary vehicular 

access to a building for the purpose of vehicle parking, and location of utility meters, and recycling and garbage bins.    

 

APPURTENANCEAPPURTENANCEAPPURTENANCEAPPURTENANCE – A part, possession, or other incidental part which is generally subordinate to, or adjoins the 

principal use of structure. For the purposes of Art. 9, i.e., fences, walls, steps, paving, sidewalks, signs and light 

fixtures. For the purposes of the Priority Redevelopment Areas, e.g., ARCADED SIDEWALKS, AWNINGS, 

BALCONIES, BAYS/ORIELS, DOORYARDS, GALLERIES, PORCHES and STOOPS.    

 

ARCADED SIDEWALKARCADED SIDEWALKARCADED SIDEWALKARCADED SIDEWALK – A covered pedestrian walkway contiguous to a STREET, PLAZA or Square that is 

open to the public.  For the purposes of Art.3.B.15, WCRAO, Westgate Community Redevelopment Agency 

Overlay and the Priority Redevelopment Areas, an ARCADED SIDEWALK shall require usable floor area above 

the roof of the arcade.   

 

AWNINGSAWNINGSAWNINGSAWNINGS – a. a temporary hood or cover that projects from the wall of a building and that may include a type, 

which can be retracted, folded, or collapsed against the face of a supporting building. b. For the purposes of the  

Priority Redevelopment Areas, an AWNING is a non-permanent roof-like APPURTENANCE supported by a 

frame that is cantilevered from a FACADE over windows and doors. 

 

BALCONYBALCONYBALCONYBALCONY – An APPURTENANCE providing an exterior platform, attached to the front of a main building and 

forward of its required BUILD-TO ZONE as permitted by the Florida Building Code as amended by the County. 

BALCONIES aligned vertically on adjacent STORIES may post up to one another and share a single roof element.  

 

BAYS/ORIELSBAYS/ORIELSBAYS/ORIELSBAYS/ORIELS – An APPURTENANCE to a building forming a livable enclosed space projecting beyond the 

building. 

 

BLOCKBLOCKBLOCKBLOCK – a. A parcel of land entirely surrounded by STREETS, railroad ROW, parks or other public space or a 

combination thereof.  b. For the purposes of Art. 3, an area of land entirely bounded by STREETS. 

 

BLOCK FACEBLOCK FACEBLOCK FACEBLOCK FACE– One side of a BLOCK. 

 

BUILDING TYPEBUILDING TYPEBUILDING TYPEBUILDING TYPE – A category of habitable structures, commonly determined by function, DISPOSITION, and 

configuration, including frontage and height, but specifically defined in Policy 1.2.4-d of the Future Land Use 

Element of the Comprehensive Plan. 

    

BUILDBUILDBUILDBUILD----TO ZONETO ZONETO ZONETO ZONE— The range of allowable distance from the lot line facing  a STREET where the FAÇADE of a 

building shall be placed. 

 

CIVIC BUILDING CIVIC BUILDING CIVIC BUILDING CIVIC BUILDING ––––    A building owned, leased, or operated by a public agency or other non-profit entity for the 

primary purpose of providing a service to the general public such as arts, charitable, culture, day care, education, 

government, place of worship, recreation and other public purposes. 

    

CIVIC OPEN SPACCIVIC OPEN SPACCIVIC OPEN SPACCIVIC OPEN SPACEEEE————    a privately owned outdoor area dedicated to public use.  CIVIC OPEN SPACES are 

defined by their relationship to the STREET, adjacent buildings, the configuration of their hardscape and landscape, 

size and use. 
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COLONNADECOLONNADECOLONNADECOLONNADE - a covered pedestrian structure over a sidewalk that is open to the STREET except for supporting 

columns e.g., ARCADED SIDEWALKS and GALLERIES. AWNINGS are not considered COLONNADES. 

 

COURTYARDCOURTYARDCOURTYARDCOURTYARD - An outdoor area enclosed by a building on at least three sides that is open to the sky. 

 

CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN (CPTED)CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN (CPTED)CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN (CPTED)CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN (CPTED) - Design philosophy which 

promotes proper design and effective use of the built environment with the goal of reducing the fear and incidence of 

crime, and improving quality of life. 

 

DISPOSITIONDISPOSITIONDISPOSITIONDISPOSITION - The placement of a building on its lot. 

 

DOORYARDDOORYARDDOORYARDDOORYARD – A private APPURTENANCE providing outdoor living space elevated above ground level. 

 

ENGINEERED SOILENGINEERED SOILENGINEERED SOILENGINEERED SOIL - A medium, that can be compacted to meet the 95 percent of Proctor density of AASHTO 

standards for paved surfaces, placed 24-36 inches deep underneath the six-inch base course for pavement. A layer of 

geotextile fabric to prohibit roots from growing toward the surface is placed between the base and the medium. The 

formula for the medium, termed structured soil, is 100 percent crushed limestone or granite from three-fourths to 1 .5 

inches/20 clay loam/0.03 hydrogel tackifier; the moisture mixing is ten percent. 

    

EXPRESSION LINEEXPRESSION LINEEXPRESSION LINEEXPRESSION LINE - A traditional architectural feature: a decorative linear element, horizontal or vertical, on the 

exterior of a building that typically delineates the STORIES or bays of a building. Use of this element impacts the 

perceived scale of a building by dividing it into more human-scaled components. 

 

FAÇADEFAÇADEFAÇADEFAÇADE - The exterior wall of a building that is set within a BUILD-TO ZONE.  This includes but is not limited to, 

the wall, windows, doorways, APPURTENANCES and such traditional design elements as EXPRESSION LINES, 

cornice, and parapet. 

 

FENESTRATIONFENESTRATIONFENESTRATIONFENESTRATION – An opening in the building wall allowing light and views between interior and exterior. 

FENESTRATION is measured as glass area for conditioned space and as open area for PARKING STRUCTURE/

GARAGE or other un-conditioned, enclosed space. 

 

FINISHED FLOOR ELEVAFINISHED FLOOR ELEVAFINISHED FLOOR ELEVAFINISHED FLOOR ELEVATIONTIONTIONTION - The highest finished ground floor surface elevation to which no additional 

permanent finished material would be applied.  

 

FORECOURTFORECOURTFORECOURTFORECOURT – A public area created by recessing the FAÇADE, surrounded by two or more building walls; the 

FORECOURT may be elevated up to 18” above ground level. 

 

FORMAL LANDSCAPING FORMAL LANDSCAPING FORMAL LANDSCAPING FORMAL LANDSCAPING ---- Street trees or shrubs that form an aligned street wall parallel to the STREET. When 

used, PAVED sidewalks or tree grates may be required to be constructed using engineered soil to accommodate root 

growth for long-term tree stability and infrastructural compatibility. This tree arrangement forms an intimate, 

comfortable, dignified public place along a corridor. The arrangement is often useful to visually “narrow down” a 

corridor when facing buildings on a STREET are set too far apart or are of insufficient height to establish a comfortable 

STREET width to building height ratio of 3:1 to 1:1. 

 

FRONT FAÇADEFRONT FAÇADEFRONT FAÇADEFRONT FAÇADE - For the purposes of Art. 3, the wall of a building parallel with and facing a frontage line or (solely 

for the purpose of the Priority Redevelopment Areas) STREET FRONTAGE  

 

GALLERYGALLERYGALLERYGALLERY - A covered promenade over a pedestrian walkway, contiguous to a STREET, PLAZA or Square that is 

open to the public, with no usable floor area above. 
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GENERAL COMMERCIALGENERAL COMMERCIALGENERAL COMMERCIALGENERAL COMMERCIAL - A place of business providing the sale and display of goods or sale of services directly 

to the consumer, with goods available for immediate purchase and removal from the premises by the purchaser. 

GENERAL COMMERCIAL services include, but are not limited to, barber shops; beauty salons; travel agencies; 

fortune tellers; retail dry cleaning; express delivery service; health spas and fitness studios; photo studios; ; animal 

clinics; repair service establishments, excluding auto related or marine related establishments; commercial storage; and 

the like. GENERAL COMMERCIAL goods include, but are not limited to, clothing, food, furniture, 

pharmaceuticals, books, art objects and the like. 

 

GROUND STORYGROUND STORYGROUND STORYGROUND STORY - The first floor of a building where the FINISHED FLOOR ELEVATION is within 18 inches 

of the adjacent fronting sidewalk elevation or STREET crown, whichever is higher. The next STORY above the 

GROUND STORY is the second STORY.  When a residential use occupies the GROUND FLOOR ELEVATION 

it shall be at least 18 inches above the fronting sidewalk elevation or street crown, whichever is higher, as indicated in 

the building envelope standards.    

    

HOME OCCUPATIONHOME OCCUPATIONHOME OCCUPATIONHOME OCCUPATION - A business, profession, occupation, trade, artisan, or handcraft conducted in a dwelling 

unit for commercial gain by a resident of the unit. A HOME OCCUPATION shall not include those businesses 

which are required by State of Florida agencies to be open to the public, such as gun dealers. 

 

LAMINATED BUILDINGLAMINATED BUILDINGLAMINATED BUILDINGLAMINATED BUILDING - A building or portion of a building constructed in front of a PARKING 

STRUCTURE/GARAGE, cinema, supermarket etc., positioned to conceal large expanses of blank wall area and to 

face the STREET space with a FACADE that has ample doors and windows opening onto the sidewalk. 

 

MIXED USEMIXED USEMIXED USEMIXED USE - For the purposes of Art. 13, means a group of different uses of land within a tract of land or a building 

for which applications for development permits are sought.  For the purposes of Art. 3.B.15, WCRAO, Westgate 

Community Redevelopment Agency Overlay and Art.3.B.16, PRAs, Priority Redevelopment Areas, also means the 

combination of residential and one or more non-residential uses that are functionally integrated. 

 

OFFICEOFFICEOFFICEOFFICE – For the purposes of the Priority Redevelopment Areas, a room or group of rooms used for conducting a 

business, profession, service, or government. Such facilities may include, but are not limited to: offices of attorneys, 

engineers, architects, physicians, dentists, accountants, financial institutions, real estate companies, insurance 

companies, financial planners, or corporate offices, and exclude manufacturing activities. 

 

OPEN AIR RETAILOPEN AIR RETAILOPEN AIR RETAILOPEN AIR RETAIL - A retail sales establishment operated substantially in the open air including, but not limited to, , , , 

vending cart, push cart, kiosk, farmers market, and the like. Uses not included are, , , , car sales, equipment sales, boats 

sales, and home and garden supplies and equipment.  

 

PARPARPARPARKING STRUCTURE/GARAGEKING STRUCTURE/GARAGEKING STRUCTURE/GARAGEKING STRUCTURE/GARAGE– a. for the purposes of ART. 4, a building or other structure that provides 

temporary parking for motor vehicles, for profit, where some or all of the parking spaces are not accessory to another 

principle:. b. for the purposes of the Priority Redevelopment Areas, a structure containing one or more STORIES of 

parking for shared or common use. 

 

PARKING LOTPARKING LOTPARKING LOTPARKING LOT - For the purposes of Art. 6 an off-street, area constructed at grade that is used for the temporary 

parking of automobiles, motorcycles and trucks. PARKING LOTS include access aisles, ramps, maneuvering and all 

related vehicle use areas.  For the purposes of the Priority Redevelopment Areas, a PARKING LOT is for shared or 

common use. 

 

PASSAGEPASSAGEPASSAGEPASSAGE – A pedestrian connector, open or roofed, that passes between or through buildings, providing more 

direct connections throughout the BLOCK, connecting rear-parking areas to STREET FRONTAGES.  

 

PAVERPAVERPAVERPAVER - A brick, block, or other stamped pavement used in special sidewalk or crosswalk paving. 
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PLAYGROUNDPLAYGROUNDPLAYGROUNDPLAYGROUND – A CIVIC OPEN SPACE type that can be paved or landscaped and includes play equipment, ball 

courts and/or fields depending on the size of the space. Typically the area is fenced and is found in primarily residential 

areas or in transitions to residential areas. 

 

PLAZAPLAZAPLAZAPLAZA - A CIVIC OPEN SPACE type designed for civic purposes and GENERAL COMMERCIAL activities in the 

more urban areas (TRANSECT ZONES) generally paved and spatially defined by FRONT FACADES. 

 

PORCHPORCHPORCHPORCH – An APPURTENANCE to a building, forming a covered approach or vestibule to a doorway. 

 

PRINCIPAL ENTRANCEPRINCIPAL ENTRANCEPRINCIPAL ENTRANCEPRINCIPAL ENTRANCE - The main point of access for pedestrians into a building or STOREFRONT.  The 

PRINCIPAL ENTRANCE shall remain operable and accessible during hours of operation.    

    

PUBLIC ARTPUBLIC ARTPUBLIC ARTPUBLIC ART - Art that is visually or physically accessible to the public and that is acquired by County funds, donated 

to the County, or provided by a private entity as a community benefit. PUBLIC ART encompasses the broadest 

definition of visual art including the imaginative use and interplay of artistic disciplines. 

 

ROWHOUSEROWHOUSEROWHOUSEROWHOUSE - A single-family dwelling that shares a party wall with another of the same type and occupies the full 

SREET FRONTAGE. 

 

SPECIAL DISTRICT SPECIAL DISTRICT SPECIAL DISTRICT SPECIAL DISTRICT ----    A. areas designated by specific regulations to address uses, buildings and lots that were lawfully 

established prior to the URC was adopted, and do not conform to the terms and requirements of this code. B.  A 

designation that may be granted by the BCC for those uses that cannot conform to the requirements of their 

TRANSECT ZONE, its accompanying BUILDING TYPES, and MIXED USE requirements. 

    

STOOPSTOOPSTOOPSTOOP – a. a small porch or platform. b. For the purposes of Art.3.B.16, PRAs, Priority Redevelopment Areas, An 

APPURTENANCE on the FRONT FACADE up to the Clear Zone with the GROUND STORY elevated from the 

sidewalk for privacy, with an exterior stair and landing at the entrance. 

 

STORE FRONTSTORE FRONTSTORE FRONTSTORE FRONT - For the purposes of Art. 3, the front of a retail establishment facing a STREET where the main 

building entrance is located.  For the purposes of the Priority Redevelopment Areas, retail establishments include, 

OFFICE and GENERAL COMMERCIAL and the like, located at GROUND STORY. 

 

STORYSTORYSTORYSTORY - A habitable area (i.e. between the FINISHED FLOOR ELEVATION and finished ceiling) within a building, 

excluding an attic or raised basement.  STORY heights are limited based on the BUILDING TYPE. 

 

STREETSTREETSTREETSTREET - A strip of land, owned privately or publicly, which affords legal access to abutting land and is designated for 

vehicular traffic. "STREET" includes road, thoroughfare, parkway, avenue, boulevard, expressway, lane, throughway, 

place, and square, or however otherwise designated. STREETS are further classified according to the function they 

perform. 

 

STREET FRONTAGESTREET FRONTAGESTREET FRONTAGESTREET FRONTAGE – For the purposes of the Priority Redevelopment Areas, includes any one of the following: 

Required Frontage; Primary Frontage; and Secondary Frontage as depicted on map XX; would also include any 

STREET FRONTAGES depicted on a Regulating Plan for the Urban Center Transect.  
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TRANSECT ZONETRANSECT ZONETRANSECT ZONETRANSECT ZONE – one of several areas of the County within the Priority Redevelopment Areas of the Urban 

Redevelopment Area regulated by a form-based code.  TRANSECT ZONEs are administratively similar to the land 

use designations and their corresponding zoning districts in conventional codes, except that in addition to the building 

use, density, height, and setback requirements, other elements of the intended habitat are integrated including those of 

the private lot and building and public frontage.   

 

TRANSTRANSTRANSTRANSPARENCYPARENCYPARENCYPARENCY - The degree, measured as a percentage, to which a STORE FRONT has clear, transparent 

windows. Tints, films, and mirrored surfaces detract from the level of transparency. 

 

VERTICAL INTEGRATIONVERTICAL INTEGRATIONVERTICAL INTEGRATIONVERTICAL INTEGRATION - Mixed, dissimilar land uses are contained within the same building, usually on 

different floors of a multi-STORY building. 




