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Stored materials shall not be located within the required minimum district setback.  [Ord. 
2008-003] 

5) Screening
Temporary screening material, a minimum of five feet in height and 85 percent opacity, shall 
be provided around the perimeter of the staging area, adjacent to residential uses, to mitigate 
visual impact.  [Ord. 2008-003] 

6) Dust Control 
Appropriate measures shall be taken, pursuant to Health Department requirements, to control 
dust or other airborne particulate matter.  [Ord. 2008-003] 

7) Exceptions 
Projects with a duration of 30 days or less shall be exempt from the requirements of this 
section.  [Ord. 2008-003] 

f. Modular and Manufactured Structures 
1) Use 

A modular or manufactured structure may be temporarily utilized for non-residential uses with 
an approved DRO site plan during the construction of the permanent facility.  [Ord. 2008-
003] 

2) Approval Process 
The approved site plan shall be administratively amended to indicate the location and square 
footage of the structure. The tie down permit shall be applied for in conjunction with the 
building permit for the permanent structure. The structure shall comply with all applicable 
sections of the ULDC and existing conditions of approval.  [Ord. 2008-003] 

3) Time Limitations 
The temporary structure shall be removed prior to issuance of the CO for the permanent 
facility if it is located in required parking spaces or impacts the circulation or function of the 
site as originally approved. If the temporary structure is not located in required parking 
spaces and does not impact the circulation or function of the site the temporary structure 
shall be removed within fourteen working days of the issuance of the CO.  [Ord. 2008-003] 

CHAPTER C DESIGN STANDARDS 

Section 1 Architectural Guidelines A. Purpose and Intent 

The purpose of these guidelines is to encourage development to contribute to PBC as a unique place by 
enhancing the built environment. These guidelines are intended to ensure that new development and 
redevelopment will be compatible with the surrounding area and enhance the appearance of the local 
community. 

 B. Threshold 
This Chapter shall apply to the following projects, buildings and related signs: 
1. General 

a. All nonresidential projects or buildings requiring approval by the BCC or ZC;  [Ord. 2006-036] 
b. All nonresidential projects or buildings requiring approval by the DRO in accordance with Table 

4.A.3.A-1, Use Matrix, and Table 3.D.1.A-17, Property Development Regulations, or those 
exceeding the thresholds in Table 4.A.3.A-2, Thresholds for Projects Requiring DRO Approval;  
[Ord. 2006-036] 

c. Multi-family buildings with more than 16 units;  [Ord. 2006-036] 
d. Substantial renovations of existing built projects or buildings meeting the threshold of this 

Chapter; and  [Ord. 2006-036] 
e. The following uses, regardless of building size:  [Ord. 2006-036] 

1) Automotive paint or body shop;  [Ord. 2006-036] 
2) Repair and maintenance, general; and  [Ord. 2006-036] 
3) Retail sales, automotive parts and accessories.  [Ord. 2006-036] 

2. Mixed Use 
Mixed use development that includes a combination of residential and one or more non-residential 
uses that do not trip the thresholds listed above, shall comply with the following guidelines to ensure 
the project is vertically or functionally integrated: [Ord. 2006-036] 
a. Art. 5.C.1.H.1.a, General;  [Ord. 2006-036] 
b. Art. 5.C.1.H.1.d, Entries  [Ord. 2006-036] 
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c. Art. 5.C.1.H.1.f, Pedestrian Amenities; and,  [Ord. 2006-036] 
d. Art. 5.C.1.H.1.g, Walkways.  [Ord. 2006-036] 

3. Any mixed use project in the WCRAO. [Ord. 2006-004] 
 C. Exemptions 

1. Agricultural or industrial buildings not visible from a public street or residential zoning district. 
2. Buildings which are exempt from local building permits or government review pursuant to State of 

Florida or Federal Statutes. 
3. Recreational buildings and accessory structures within a PUD. 
4. Primary and secondary building frontages within a TMD, and buildings in the NRM, NG and NC Sub-

areas of the WCRAO that have a side setback of less than 15 feet, shall be exempt from the 
requirements of Art. 5.C.1.H.1.d.1).a), Recesses/Projections.  [Ord. 2005-041] [Ord. 2006-004] 

5. Palm Beach County Water Utility Facilities which are not visible from a public street or residential 
zoning district or are limited access, high security facilities not open to the general public.  [Ord. 
2007-013] 

6. All of the uses/features (except for parapet screening of mechanical equipment noted in the height 
exceptions in Article 3, Chapter D, Section 1.E.4.a are also exempt from architectural requirements.  
These uses/features include:  [Ord. 2007-013] 
a. Tanks;  [Ord. 2007-013] 
b. Water towers;  [Ord. 2007-013] 
c. Cooling towers;  [Ord. 2007-013] 
d. Miscellaneous, unoccupied utility support structures of 1,000 SF or less (proposed addition to 

list).  [Ord. 2007-013] 
 D. Effect 

1. Effect on Prior BCC and ZC Approvals 
These guidelines shall apply to all previously approved projects as a BCC or ZC condition of approval 
as part of a DOA or Status Report.  Previously approved architectural conditions of approval shall 
remain in full effect unless amended by the BCC or ZC.  Non-residential projects previously approved 
by the BCC or ZC shall comply with Art. 5.C.1.H.1.a, General.  [Ord.2006-004] 

2. Effect on Prior DRO Approvals 
These guidelines shall not apply to projects or buildings which have a previously approved site plan 
by the DRO, unless within a PDD or for any use specifically identified within Article 4.B, 
SUPPLEMENTARY USE STANDARDS. Non-residential projects previously approved by the DRO or 
ZC shall comply with Art. 5.C.1.H.1.a, General.  [Ord. 2006-004] 

3. Effect on Other Regulations 
These guidelines shall supplement architectural requirements of an Overlay District, Neighborhood 
Plan, or other applicable regulations.  In case of a conflict, the more strict regulation shall apply. 

 E. Review Process  
PZB shall review all applicable buildings for compliance with this Chapter during the building permit or 
zoning review process, and provide a written determination of compliance with the requirements of this 
Chapter. 
1. Methods  

An applicant or PBC may request review for compliance with this Chapter in accordance with any one 
of the following methods:  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
a. Method I - Projects Requiring BCC Approval 

A request for a determination of compliance with the requirements of this Chapter may be 
submitted with the application.  A written determination of compliance with this Chapter shall be 
made in the staff report containing the recommendation for the development order. The request 
for a determination shall be submitted no less than 30 days prior to the public hearing.  [Ord. 
2005-002] 

b. Method II - Projects Requiring ZC Approval  
A request for a determination of compliance with the requirements of this Chapter may be 
submitted with the ZC application.  A written determination of compliance with this Chapter shall 
be made in the staff report containing the recommendation for the development order. The 
request for a determination shall be submitted no less than 30 days prior to the ZC public hearing. 

c. Method III - Projects Requiring DRO or Site Plan Approval 
A request for a determination of compliance with the requirements of this Chapter may be 
submitted with the original DRO or site plan approval application.  A written determination of 
compliance with this Chapter shall be made in the comment letter regarding the development  
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order for the project. The request for a determination shall be included in the initial DRO 
application. 

d. Method IV - Projects Requiring Building Permit Approval 
Buildings requiring a building permit only shall be reviewed for compliance through the standard 
building permit review process. The request for a determination shall be submitted prior to or 
concurrent with the building permit application. 

2. Unique Structure 
Deviation from any requirement in this Chapter may be approved by the ZC or BCC. Deviations for 
projects or buildings only requiring DRO approval or a building permit may be granted by the ZC. The 
ZC and BCC shall consider the following standards when considering the architectural composition of 
a unique project or building.  Failure to comply with any of the following standards shall be deemed 
adverse to the public interest: 
a. Consistency with the Plan 

The proposed architectural composition is consistent with the purposes, goals, objectives, and 
policies of the Plan, including standards for building and structural intensities and densities. 

b. Complies with Other Standards of Code 
The proposed architectural composition complies with all standards imposed on it by all other 
applicable provisions of this Code for use, layout, function, and general development 
characteristics. 

c. Compatibility 
The proposed architectural composition is compatible as defined in this Code and generally 
consistent with the uses and character of the land surrounding and in the vicinity of the land 
proposed for development. 

d. Design Minimizes Environmental Impact 
The proposed architectural composition minimizes environmental impacts, including but not 
limited to water, air, stormwater management, wildlife, vegetation, wetlands, and the natural 
functioning of the environment. 

e. Circumstances 
Whether and to what extent it can be demonstrated that there are any circumstances that warrant 
a deviation. 

3. Peer Review 
The applicant may select an architect licensed in the State of Florida to certify to PZB that the 
proposed project or building is in compliance with this Chapter. PZB shall provide a Peer Review 
Certification Form (PRCF) for this purpose.  Certification shall substitute for a staff determination of 
consistency with this Chapter. 

4. Administrative Changes 
Minor changes to BCC or ZC approved architectural elevations may be approved by the Zoning 
Director provided the changes do not reduce compatibility with surrounding properties.  Changes 
shall be limited to the following: 
a. A maximum increase of 25 percent or ten feet in overall building height, from finished grade to 

highest point, whichever is less; 
b. Modifications to the architectural composition which are equal to or enhance the approved 

elevation; and, 
c. Modifications to ensure consistency with this Chapter. 

 F. Application Contents 
Applicable PZB applications shall be supplemented with the following requirements: 
1. color elevations, including all architectural features and building height; 
2. screening for mechanical, air conditioning, electrical, and satellite dish equipment; 
3. architectural finishes (e.g. manufacturer or material specifications for roof, color chips or paint  
 samples, etc.); 
4. types of building materials; 
5. roof types, pitch, and material; 
6. details of all public entries; 
7. screening of loading bays, garage doors, overhead doors, outdoor storage, dumpster, garbage 

disposal, and recycling areas; 
8. detail and orientation of all facade-mounted and site lighting fixtures; 
9. structural/architectural focal point details (e.g. fountains, gazebos, porte-cochere, etc.);  and 
10. details of all sign types, including color elevations, architectural finishes, building material, illumination 

tint, letter size, letter height, logos, amplification, address, and sign are calculations. 
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 G. Visual Impact Analysis 
A visual impact analysis shall be submitted with the chosen method of review only for projects or 
buildings which are contiguous to a public street or to a residentially zoned property. The visual impact 
analysis shall be prepared and certified by a design professional and include: 
1. Environmental Assessment 

An assessment of the natural and man made environments surrounding the proposed building 
utilizing a minimum of four views taken from the subject property of all contiguous public streets 
and/or residentially zoned properties and one aerial photograph with the proposed building 
superimposed on the site. 

2. Line of Sight Analysis 
A line of sight analysis of the proposed building in relation to the surrounding area.  This may be 
accomplished by submitting a two-dimensional cross section(s) of the site showing the proposed 
building elevations in relation to contiguous public R-O-W’s and residentially zoned properties. 

3. Prevalent Theme 
A written description by the design professional of the prevalent architectural character of the 
surrounding area, or desirable architectural character, if no prevalent architectural character exists.  If 
a prevalent architectural character does not exist, the use of architectural styles such as Spanish 
Eclectic, Mediterranean Revival, Florida Vernacular, or Bermuda/Island is encouraged. 

4. Architectural Compliance Statement 
A written description by the qualified design professional that the visual impact analysis indicates that 
the architectural composition of the proposed project or building creates focal points in scale with the 
pedestrian environment, and complements or enhances existing structures in the surrounding area. 

 H. Guidelines 
1. Nonresidential Design Elements 

The following guidelines shall apply to all nonresidential projects or buildings that meet the threshold 
in Art. 5.C.1.B  and are not exempt in Art. 5.C.1.C:  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
a. General 

An overall unified architectural character and image shall be created by the use of common 
elements such as consistent forms, colors, materials, and details. Similar, but not identical, 
architectural treatment between pods within a multi-pod project may be permitted to allow 
diversity within the project. 
1) Similar architectural composition and treatment shall be provided on all sides of each building 

contiguous to a public street or residential zoning district. 
2) Out parcels and accessory buildings within a project shall be constructed of compatible   

materials, color, and character as the principal building. 
b. Roofline 

The roofline along each elevation shall incorporate a minimum of one design feature each from 
Table 5.C.1.H-7, Primary Roof Design Element, and Table 5.C.1.H-8, Secondary Roof Treatment, 
below.  The same features are not required on each elevation: 

 
 
 
 

(This space intentionally left blank)  



 

Unified Land Development Code 
Supplement No. 6 (Printed 02/09) 

Article 5 – Supplementary Standards
  33 of 75

 

Table 5.C.1.H-7 - Primary Roof Design Element 
a. Articulated parapet along 30 percent of the roof line for each elevation1,2 
b. Pitched roof with minimum 12 inch overhanging eaves 
c. Two or more plane breaks or slopes per facade elevation 
d. Any combination of the above 
Notes: 
1. Parapet length used as part of wall signage shall not be counted as articulation. 
2. Maximum spacing between articulation = 100 feet. Spacing may vary for 

recognized architectural styles such as Art Deco, which cannot comply with this 
requirement. 

 
Table 5.C.1.H-8 - Secondary Roof Treatment 

a. Decorative roof details, such as dormers, cupolas, rafter tails, balconies, 
terraces, or exposed beams 

b. Cornices with decorative moldings 
c. Pediments, porticos, architectural features at entryways, or decorative towers 

 
c. Facade 

The front, side, and rear facades, if contiguous to a public street or residential zoning district of 
every building, shall incorporate recesses, projections, and architectural elements such as 
columns, arches, etc., as provided below: 
1) Required Design Elements  

All applicable facades, unless exempted above, shall meet the following standards: 
a) Recesses/Projections 

Facades greater than 50 feet in length shall incorporate recesses and projections a 
minimum of 12 inches in depth along a minimum of 20 percent of the total length of the 
facade.  The recesses or projections shall be distributed along the facade with a 
maximum spacing of 100 feet between each recess or projection. Facades with four or 
more bay doors may exclude the combined length of the bay doors from the total facade 
length.  

b) Walls 
Blank walls shall not exceed ten feet in height or 20 feet in length. Control and expansion 
joints shall constitute a blank wall, unless used in a decorative pattern with varied 
materials or textures and spaced a maximum of ten feet on center. Relief and reveal 
depth shall be a minimum of three quarters of an inch. 

c) Storefronts 
Individual ground-level retail uses with exterior public access that are part of a larger 
freestanding building, other than regional commercial facilities, shall have display 
windows along a minimum of 20 percent of the facade length. Windows shall be defined 
with details such as frames, sills, shutters, planters, relief trims, or lintels. Storefront 
design, relief features, and decorative treatments shall complement contiguous 
storefronts. 

2) Additional Design Elements  
In addition to Article 5.C.1.H.1.c.1, Required Design Elements, the front and side facades 
shall include a minimum of one of the following design elements: 
a) Exterior Treatment  

The exterior treatment of the front elevation shall consist of a minimum of two different 
building materials, textures, or finishes at a ratio of a maximum of 80 percent for the 
primary treatment and a minimum of 20 percent for the secondary treatment.  Exterior 
finishes such as stucco, brick, wood, coquina, or cut stone are encouraged. The surfaces 
of multiple exterior storefronts within a building, except regional commercial facilities, 
shall compliment contiguous storefronts. 

b) Fenestration Details 
Architectural features or details such as, windows, awnings, covered arcades, sills, 
shutters, reliefs, trims, columns, pilasters, quoins, reveals, cornices, horizontal banding, 
arches, decorative vents, and/or accent tile, shall be integrated into the facade to avoid 
the appearance of a blank wall and shall be provided along a minimum of 60 percent of 
the facade length of the front, side and rear facades if contiguous to a public street or 
residential zoning district. 
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d. Entries 
All public entries shall be easily identifiable and integrated into the building architecture. Each 
freestanding principal structure shall have a minimum of one clearly defined primary public 
entrance feature.  The primary entrance shall incorporate a minimum of one design element each 
from Table 5.C.1.H-9, Primary Entry Feature Design Element, and Table 5.C.1.H-10, Secondary 
Decorative Treatment, below: 
 

Table 5.C.1.H-9 - Primary Entry Feature Design Element 
a. Canopies, porte-cochere, or porticos 
b. Wall recess or projection a minimum of 12 inches in depth 
c. Covered arcades, a minimum of eight feet clear in width 
d. Peaked roof forms 
e. Arches, columns or pilasters 

 
Table 5.C.1.H-10 - Secondary Decorative Treatment 

a. Overhangs, cornices, and eaves 
b. Decorative moldings or trims around windows and doors 
c. Covered public outdoor patio or plaza incorporated with entry area which are not part of a 

tenant space 
d. Special pavers, bricks, decorative concrete, or other similar pavement treatment 
e. Architectural details, such as tile work or moldings 

 
e. Color 

Color shall be used to achieve compatibility with the surrounding area and to complement the 
project. 

f. Pedestrian Amenities 
For PDD only, a minimum of one pedestrian amenity for each 100,000 square feet of GFA or 
fraction thereof shall be incorporated into the overall development to create a pedestrian friendly 
atmosphere.  Suggested amenities include, but are not limited to: 
1) public art; 
2) clock tower; 
3) water feature/fountain; 
4) outdoor patio, courtyard or plaza; and 
5) tables with umbrellas for open air eating in common areas and not associated with tenant use 

(i.e. restaurant) or outdoor furniture. 
g. Walkways 

A continuous internal pedestrian walkway shall be provided from each adjacent perimeter public 
sidewalk to all customer entrances.  The design of the walkway shall include all of the following: 
1) one native canopy tree for each 25 linear feet with a maximum spacing of 50 feet between 

trees; 
2) one bench every 200 feet between the public sidewalk and building; and 
3) walkways traversing vehicular use areas shall be accented with special pavers, bricks, 

decorative concrete, stamped concrete, or similar decorative pavement treatment. 
h. Design Elements Subject to ZC or BCC Approval 

The following elements are prohibited, unless approved by the ZC or BCC pursuant to the review 
process of this Chapter: 
1) structures which are of symbolic design for the purpose of advertising; 
2) high intensity, metallic, neon, or fluorescent colors; 
3) neon tubing, fiber optics or similar lighting, excluding those used for signage; 
4) high gloss vinyl and plastic awnings; 
5) awnings with horizontal ribbing, flowered or similarly patterned designs; 
6) unpainted or plain/unfinished exterior facades, excluding galvalume and galvanized steel 

roof; and 
7) smooth-faced, painted, concrete masonry block. 

i. Rural Design Elements 
The following standards shall also apply to nonresidential projects, buildings, and signs in the 
Rural and Exurban Tiers. 
1) Roof 
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The roofline along each applicable elevation shall incorporate a minimum of one design 
feature each from Table 5.C.1.H-11, Roof Design Element, and Table 5.C.1.H-12, Decorative 
Roof Treatment, below: 

 
Table 5.C.1.H-11 - Roof Design Element 

1. Articulated parapet for each 200 linear feet with an attached hip roof (e.g. hip-on-deck), two 
or more plane breaks or slopes, and, minimum 12 inch overhanging eave; 

2. Full pitched roof (e.g. hip, gable, mansard, gambrel, etc.) with two or more plane breaks or 
slopes; or 

3. Combination of items 1 and 2 above. 

 
Table 5.C.1.H-12 - Decorative Roof Treatment 

1. Decorative roof details such as dormers, cupolas, rafter tails, balconies, terraces, or exposed 
beams; 

2. Cornices with decorative moldings; or 
3. Pediments, porticos, or architectural features at entryways, or decorative towers. 

 
a) Material 

Roof materials shall be limited to standing seam metal, corrugated, or 5V crimp made of 
copper, terne-coated stainless steel, galvalume or galvanized steel, slate, dimensional or 
architectural wood shingles, or metal shingles. 

2) Exterior Building Finishes  
Exterior building and sign finishes shall be limited to: 
a) vinyl, lap cedar or hard textured concrete siding with rough or smooth horizontal planks, 

six inch lap siding, shingles or vertical board and batten; 
b) brick or brick veneer; 
c) stone; 
d) textured stucco; and 
e) split face, pre-formed, or textured masonry block. 

3) Facades  
a) Single Story Buildings 

A minimum of three of the following architectural details or other similar treatment shall 
be integrated into all applicable single story building facades to avoid the appearance of a 
blank wall: 
(1) columns or pilasters; 
(2) decorative cornices; 
(3) horizontal banding; 
(4) arches; 
(5) decorative vents or louvers; 
(6) moldings and trims;  
(7) decorative shutters; and 
(8) bay windows. 

b) Multi-Story Buildings 
In addition to the required architectural details above, multi-story buildings shall also have 
breaks such as a canopy, balcony, overhang, or other horizontal projections. 

4) Porches and Entryways  
All buildings shall have prominent entryways with well-defined porches and railings.  Porches 
shall be provided along the entire front facades, and 50 percent of the rear facades if 
contiguous to a public street or residential zoning district.  The design of a porch may be 
interrupted by required exits, paved pedestrian entrances, loading areas, and shall include 
the following: 
a) Width 

Porches shall have a minimum clear, unobstructed width of eight feet. 
b) Railings and Posts 

Porches shall incorporate decorative railings with posts at a maximum of 12 feet on 
center along the entire length, excluding pedestrian access points. 

5) Windows and Doors  
All windows and doors shall have architectural details such as panels, transoms, crossbucks, 
shutters, decorative trims, or moldings.  All glass areas shall appear to be multi-paned. 
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2. Multi-Family Design Elements 
In addition to the guidelines for non-residential projects, multi-family projects shall adhere to the 
following guidelines: 
a. Master Elevations 

Master elevation approvals may be reused within a project, provided the master elevation 
complies with Article 5.C.1.G, Visual Impact Analysis, for each location in which that elevation is 
used. 

b. Balconies and Patios 
Individual balconies and/or patios shall be provided for a minimum of 20 percent of the total 
number of units within each building. 

 I. Large Scale Commercial Development 
Large Scale Commercial Development shall be defined as any large single tenant retail use, with or 
without accessory tenants, in a single building, between 65,000 and 200,000 gross square feet.  These 
regulations shall apply to all new developments and developments meeting the requirements of Art. 
5.C.1.D, Effect.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
1. Single Tenant Limit 

Deviations from these requirements shall not be permitted.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]  
a. CL FLU 

The maximum building size for a single tenant shall be less than 65,000 gross square feet.  [Ord. 
2005 – 002]  

b. CH FLU 
The maximum building size for a single tenant shall be 200,000 gross square feet.  [Ord. 2005 – 
002]  
1) Exception 

An additional 10,000 square feet shall be permitted, for a total of 210,000 gross square feet, 
subject to BCC approval and the following requirements:  [Ord. 2005 – 002]  
a) Perimeter landscaping buffer widths and plant material required by Art. 7.F.10.A, 

Perimeter Buffer, shall be increased by twenty percent.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
b) One additional pedestrian amenity shall be required in addition to the requirements of Art. 

5.C.1.I.d.3.d,  Pedestrian Amenities.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
c) A minimum of 50 percent of the walkways required by Art. 5.C.1.I.3.d.2, shall be covered, 

providing overhead shelter from the elements.  Covered areas shall be evenly distributed 
between the furthest parking stalls and public entrances.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 

d) A maximum of two out-parcels shall be permitted, subject to the following:  [Ord. 2005 – 
002] 
(1) Walkways consistent with those required by Art. 5.C.1.I.3.d.2, shall be provided to 

both outparcels from a public entrance for any single tenant having greater than 
200,000 gross square feet.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 

(2) Building square footage for convenience stores with gas sales and/or auto service 
stations shall be deducted from the additional 10,000 square feet permitted under 
this exception.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 

 If the project is to be phased, all of the above improvements shall be installed in the first 
phase.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]  

2. Facade Orientation 
For the purposes of this section, façade orientation shall be defined as follows:  [Ord. 2005 – 002]   
a. Front façade: The wall of a building containing the principal public entrance.  The front façade is 

generally located parallel with and facing the principal parking area for the building.  [Ord. 2005 – 
002]  

b. Side A façade: The wall of a building containing a secondary public entrance.  The Side A façade 
is generally located parallel with and facing secondary parking area for the building.  [Ord. 2005 – 
002]   

c. Side B façade:  Any side building façade not having a secondary public entrance.  [Ord. 2005 – 
002]   

d. Rear façade: The rear wall of a building generally opposite the front façade.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]  
3. Single Tenants 65,000 Gross Square Feet or More 

Developments with single tenants occupying 65,000 gross square feet or more shall be subject to the 
requirements of Table 5.C.1.I-13, Large Scale Commercial Development.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]   
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Table 5.C.1.I-13 - Large Scale Commercial Development 
Façade Requirements Front Side A (1) Side B Rear 

Roofline – Parapet Articulation 5 feet 5 feet 2.5 feet (2) 2.5 feet (2) 

Facade – Recesses and Projections (3) 
Option 1: 15 foot depth for 20%; or
Option 2: 15 foot depth for  15%, 

and 5 foot depth for15% 
10 foot depth for 20% (2)5 foot depth for 20% (2) 5 foot depth for 

20% 

Fenestration Details – Windows (3) 1.6 sf per lf of  facade 0.8 sf per lf of facade Not Required Not Required 
Exterior Treatment – Use of Building 
Materials Minimum of 2 types – 70%/30% ratio 

Covered Walkways/Arcades 70% 30% Not Required Not Required 
Location of Required Parking 75% maximum 25% minimum side and/or rear (6) 
Foundation Planting % of Facade 
Length (4) Min. 50% Min. 50% Min. 50% Min. 20% 

Width of Foundation Plantings (5) 50% of facade height 50% of facade height 12 feet 12 feet 
Perimeter Buffers Perimeter buffers shall be in accordance with Art. 7.F.10, Large Scale Commercial Development 
[Ord. 2005 – 002] 
Notes: 
1. Any side or rear facade with a secondary public entrance shall meet the requirements of Side A above. 
2. Front facade requirements shall be used for any façade that is oriented towards a street. 
3. Percentage as a total length of facade. 
4. The percentage length shall be in accordance with Table 5.C.1.I-12, Large Scale Commercial Development, or Table 7.C.3-1, Minimum Tier 

Requirements, whichever is greater. 
5. Minimum width: 12 feet. 
6. A minimum of 15 percent of the parking shall be located immediately fronting a Side A entrance.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
 

a. Roofline   
1) Parapet Articulation   

a) Articulation in parapet shall be required with a minimum of five feet for front and side A 
facades, and any façade oriented towards a street; and, two and one half feet for side B 
and rear facades.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 

b) A Parapet return is required with a length equal to or exceeding the required parapet 
articulation.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 

b. Facade   
1) Recesses/Projections 

Facades greater than 100 feet in length shall incorporate recesses and projections along the 
total length of the façade, in accordance with Table 5.C.1.I-13, Large Scale Commercial 
Development.  Required recesses and projections shall be distributed along the façade with a 
maximum spacing of 150 feet.  Recesses and projections shall be from finished grade to 
roofline.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]  

2) Fenestration Details  
a) Windows 

Windows shall be provided in accordance with Table 5.C.1.I-13, Large Scale Commercial 
Development.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
(1) A minimum of 70 percent of windows on front and side A façades shall be 

transparent, or window box displaying only merchandise.  The remaining 30 percent 
may be non-transparent.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 

(2) Windows shall be at pedestrian scale.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
3) Exterior Treatment   

a) A minimum of two different types of building materials shall be used, with a 70 percent-30 
percent ratio.  A change in stucco or use of windows will not count toward meeting this 
requirement.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 

b) Exposed gutters or rain leaders are permitted if decorative in nature.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
4) Covered Walkways 

a) Facades with a public entrance shall provide covered walkways along a minimum of 70 
percent of the overall length of the front façade, and 30 percent of the overall length of 
side A facades.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 

b) Covered walkways shall be a minimum of 10 feet in width, unobstructed, with 
appropriately spaced columns and pitched roofs.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]   

c. Public Entrances   



 

Unified Land Development Code 
Supplement No. 6 (Printed 02/09) 

Article 5 – Supplementary Standards
  38 of 75

 

1) A minimum of one public entrance shall be provided along the front façade.  [Ord. 2005 – 
002]   

2) One additional secondary public entrance shall be provided on a side façade, subject to the 
following:  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
a) The secondary entrance shall be accessible to the public during the same business hours 

as the primary entrance, or from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., whichever is less.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 
b) Secondary public entrances shall be located a minimum distance of 25 percent of the 

length of the side A façade, from the corner of the front facade.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]  
d. Pedestrian Amenities   

1) One public amenity shall be provided for every 50,000 square feet, or fraction thereof, 
including but not limited to public art; (not depicting any advertising); fountains (of at least 
eight feet in height, 16 feet diameter; pergolas; bell or clock tower; and public seating areas 
(not in conjunction with a restaurant).  Required pedestrian amenities shall be a minimum of 
800 square feet and 25 feet in width.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]   

2) A minimum of two pedestrian pathways a minimum of ten feet in width leading from the 
furthest parking spaces to public entrances shall be required.  These pathways shall 
incorporate the use of decorative pavement, trellises, seating, pergolas, arbors, gazebos and 
landscaping.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]  

 J. Non-Judicial Remedies 
Any applicant aggrieved by an administrative interpretation or decision regarding this Chapter who wishes 
to appeal the interpretation or decision shall file an appeal to the ZC within 30 calendar days from the 
date a written interpretation or decision is rendered.  The appeal shall be heard on the next available ZC 
agenda.  [Ord. 2005 – 002] 

 K. Exhaustion of Non-Judicial Remedies 
Any applicant, the Executive Director of PZB, the BCC member representing the district in which the 
project or building is to be located, aggrieved by a decision of the ZC regarding an interpretation or 
decision regarding this shall, within 30 calendar days from the date a decision by the ZC is rendered, file 
an appeal to the BCC.  The appeal shall be heard on the next available agenda as an Administrative 
Inquiry.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]. 

 L. Appeals 
An appeal shall be pursuant to the judicial relief standards in Art. 2.A.1.S, Appeal.  [Ord. 2005 – 002]  

CHAPTER D PARKS & RECREATION – RULES AND RECREATION STANDARDS 

Section 1 General  

The Director of Parks and Recreations shall be responsible for implementing, applying, interpreting, and 
modifying the standards of Art.5.D, PARKS . 
 A. Purpose and Intent 

The purpose and intent of this Chapter is to ensure the provision of parks, on-site recreation areas, and 
facilities in proportion to the demand created by development. By requiring such facilities, it is the intent of 
this Section to ensure the provision of functionally adequate, aesthetically pleasing and safe park and 
recreation areas. The specific objectives of this Chapter are as follows: 
1. Establish recreational standards for the development of land within unincorporated PBC; 
2. Aid in the coordination of land development in PBC in accordance with orderly physical patterns; 
3. Provide public and private park and recreation areas in accordance with the objectives of the 

Recreation Open Space Element of the Plan; and 
4. Ensure that necessary recreational improvements will be provided for residents concurrent with 

residential development. 
 B. Applicability 

The standards of this Chapter shall apply to all development in unincorporated PBC, or existing 
development that is modified to the extent that it includes residential uses or site design changes or 
features that were not specifically shown on the previously approved plans. All recreation areas 
established by this Chapter shall be continuously maintained according to the standards of this Chapter. 

Section 2 Types of Parks 

 A. Countywide Parks and Preservation/Conservation Areas 
1. Countywide Parks 


