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Rural Design Elements

The following standards shall also apply to nonresidential projects, buildings, and signs in the
Rural and Exurban Tiers.

1) Roof

The roofline along each applicable elevation shall incorporate a minimum of one design
feature each from Table 5.C.1.H-11, Roof Design Element, and Table 5.C.1.H-12, Decorative
Roof Treatment, below:

Table 5.C.1.H-11 - Roof Design Element

1. Articulated parapet for each 200 linear feet with an attached hip roof (e.g. hip-on-deck), two
or more plane breaks or slopes, and, minimum 12 inch overhanging eave;

2. Full pitched roof (e.g. hip, gable, mansard, gambrel, etc.) with two or more plane breaks or
slopes; or

3. Combination of items 1 and 2 above.

Table 5.C.1.H-12 - Decorative Roof Treatment

1. Decorative roof details such as dormers, cupolas, rafter tails, balconies, terraces, or exposed
beams;

2. Cornices with decorative moldings; or

3. Pediments, porticos, or architectural features at entryways, or decorative towers.

a) Material

Roof materials shall be limited to standing seam metal, corrugated, or 5V crimp made of
copper, terne-coated stainless steel, galvalume or galvanized steel, slate, dimensional or
architectural wood shingles, or metal shingles.

2) Exterior Building Finishes

Exterior building and sign finishes shall be limited to:

a) vinyl, lap cedar or hard textured concrete siding with rough or smooth horizontal planks,
six inch lap siding, shingles or vertical board and batten;

b) brick or brick veneer;

C) stone;

d) textured stucco; and

e) split face, pre-formed, or textured masonry block.

3) Facades

a) Single Story Buildings

A minimum of three of the following architectural details or other similar treatment shall

be integrated into all applicable single story building facades to avoid the appearance of a
blank wall:

(1) columns or pilasters;

(2) decorative cornices;

(3) horizontal banding;

(4) arches;

(5) decorative vents or louvers;

(6) moldings and trims;

(7) decorative shutters; and

(8) bay windows.

b) Multi-Story Buildings

In addition to the required architectural details above, multi-story buildings shall also have
breaks such as a canopy, balcony, overhang, or other horizontal projections.

4) Porches and Entryways

All buildings shall have prominent entryways with well-defined porches and railings. Porches
shall be provided along the entire front facades, and 50 percent of the rear facades if
contiguous to a public street or residential zoning district. The design of a porch may be
interrupted by required exits, paved pedestrian entrances, loading areas, and shall include
the following:

a) Width



Porches shall have a minimum clear, unobstructed width of eight feet.

b) Railings and Posts

Porches shall incorporate decorative railings with posts at a maximum of 12 feet on

center along the entire length, excluding pedestrian access points.

5) Windows and Doors

All windows and doors shall have architectural details such as panels, transoms, crossbucks,
shutters, decorative trims, or moldings. All glass areas shall appear to be multi-paned.

2. Multi-Family Design Elements

In addition to the guidelines for non-residential projects, multi-family projects shall adhere to the
following guidelines:

a. Master Elevations

Master elevation approvals may be reused within a project, provided the master elevation
complies with Article 5.C.1.G, Visual Impact Analysis, for each location in which that elevation is
used.

b. Balconies and Patios

Individual balconies and/or patios shall be provided for a minimum of 20 percent of the total
number of units within each building.
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